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Introdução 

 

 
 

INTRODUÇÃO 
 

De quantas redes precisamos para os nossos nós? – Paulo Guerra 
De quantos nós se faz uma rede? – Raul Melo 
Vídeo da Abertura 
Programa 

 
 

DE QUANTAS REDES PRECISAMOS PARA OS NOSSOS NÓS? 
 

Realizou-se no passado dia 12 de abril de 2019 uma ação inédita no 
CEJ, numa parceria feliz entre a Escola da Magistratura portuguesa e o 
Serviço de Intervenção nos Comportamentos Aditivos e nas 
Dependências (SICAD), que tem por missão promover a redução do 
consumo de substâncias psicoativas, a prevenção dos comportamentos 
aditivos e a diminuição das dependências. 

 
No âmbito do SICAD, existe o Fórum Nacional Álcool e Saúde (FNAS) 
que é uma plataforma em que um conjunto  alargado  de entidades 
aderem a uma carta de compromisso e que concorre para um agregado 
de objetivos com base nas metas do Plano Nacional para a Redução dos 
Comportamentos Aditivos e Dependências, designadamente nas que 
dizem respeito ao álcool. 

 

 
Paulo Guerra 

Juiz Desembargador 
e Diretor-Adjunto 

do CEJ 

 

Sabemos que a principal missão do Centro de Estudos Judiciários é a formação de magistrados. 
Neste âmbito, compete ao CEJ assegurar a formação, inicial e contínua, de magistrados 
judiciais e do Ministério Público para os tribunais judiciais e para os tribunais administrativos e 
fiscais. 

 
Ora, esta Escola faz hoje parte integrante deste FORUM, tendo-se comprometido: 

 
• A dar formação contínua aos futuros magistrados portugueses em matérias que 

cruzam com a problemática do Álcool nas Jurisdições Civil, Penal, Família e das 
Crianças e Trabalho; 

 
• A dar formação externa em entidades parceiras sobre a mesma problemática jurídica e 

judiciária; 
 

• A contribuir para o melhoramento da legislação atinente, através de possíveis 
propostas legislativas a apresentar ao Forum. 

 
Queremos, pois, a construção – por entidades multidisciplinares – de um programa de 
formação para futuros magistrados no âmbito dos problemas ligados ao álcool. 
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Porque queremos aumentar a sensibilidade e conhecimento dos recursos disponíveis por parte 
dos magistrados portugueses, no que diz respeito aos problemas ligados ao álcool e suas 
implicações legais, tendo em conta os contextos e o ciclo de vida dos indivíduos. 
Por isso nasceu esta ação. 

 
Que faz as pontes entre o álcool e a justiça. 

Estas duas realidades tocam-se vezes demais. 

De facto, a problemática do abuso do álcool tem implicações judiciárias em várias Jurisdições: 

No DIREITO CIVIL: 

• Acidentes de viação e seguro de responsabilidade civil automóvel; 
 

• Contrato de seguro e cláusulas de exclusão (nomeadamente nos seguros de vida); 
 

• Maiores acompanhados – como doença crónica e como fundamento de «inabilitação»; 
 

• Incapacidade   acidental   (na   teoria   do   negócio   jurídico)   e   imputabilidade   (na 
responsabilidade civil); 

 
• Arrendamento  e  práticas  "imorais"  no  prédio  arrendado  como  fundamento  de 
despejo. 

 
No DIREITO PENAL: 

 
• A criminalidade rodoviária (artigos 69.º, 291.º e 291.º do Código Penal); 

 
• O crime de embriaguez e intoxicação (art. 295.º do Código Penal); 

 
• O crime de Violência Doméstica (artigo 152.º do Código Penal); 

 
• As penas  aplicadas a alcoólicos (artigos 86.º e 87.º do Código Penal) – a dupla face da 

moeda; 
 

• O regime de prova e deveres na suspensão da execução da pena de prisão (artigo 52.º 
do Código Penal); 

 
• As medidas de coação [artigo 200.º, n.º 1, al. f) do Código de Processo Penal]. 

No DIREITO DA FAMÍLIA E DAS CRIANÇAS: 

• Exposição ao álcool no período de gestação e suas repercussões no estado de saúde da 
criança, com relevância no âmbito da Lei de Promoção e Proteção; 
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• Consumo de álcool na pré-adolescência  e na adolescência - causa de perigo e/ou da 
prática de factos qualificados como crime na lei penal: 

 
o A)- danos psicológicos e físicos; 

 
o B)- fator de vulnerabilidade e de maior exposição ao perigo; 

 
o C)- violência entre pares; 

 
o D)- prática de factos ilícitos. 

 
• Consequências dos comportamentos alcoólicos dos pais e/ou cuidadores - violência 
doméstica, maus-tratos a crianças e jovens e possíveis limitações ou inibições do exercício 
das responsabilidades parentais; 

 
• Fator que pode estar na base do decretamento do divórcio sem consentimento de um 
dos cônjuges [artigo 1781.º, alínea d) do Código Civil]. 

 
No DIREITO DO TRABALHO E DA EMPRESA: 

 
• A  questão  da  licitude  da  imposição  de  realização  de  testes   de  alcoolemia  pelo 

empregador para certas categorias de trabalhadores; 
 

• Relevância disciplinar para despedimentos; 
 

• Eventual desoneração de responsabilidade em caso de acidente de trabalho. 
 

Desta forma, reitero bem alto o compromisso que foi assumido por esta Casa, em prol do 
veemente combate ao excesso do álcool no sangue que não pode ser considerado banal, em 
termos sociais e jurídicos. 
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DE QUANTOS NÓS SE FAZ UMA REDE? 
 
 

A Ação de Formação Álcool e Justiça, realizada pelo Centro de Estudos 
Judiciários (CEJ) em parceria com o Serviço de Intervenção nos 
Comportamentos Aditivos e nas Dependências (SICAD) a 12 de abril de 
2019, enquadrou-se na participação ativa do CEJ no âmbito do Fórum 
Nacional Álcool e Saúde (FNAS). 

 
Este Fórum é uma plataforma constituída em 2008, que integra 
entidades, públicas e privadas, com envolvimento direto ou indireto 
na realidade dos problemas ligados ao consumo nocivo de álcool. A 
criação desta plataforma resultou de uma iniciativa do então Instituto 
da Droga e da Toxicodependência, e visou a construção, do Plano 
Nacional para a Redução dos Problemas Ligados ao Álcool (PNRPLA) 
que veio a ser aprovado em 2010 e se prolongou até ao final de 2012. 

 

 
Raul Melo 

Psicólogo, membro 
do SICAD e 

Secretário 
Permanente do 
Fórum Nacional 

Álcool e Saúde 

A consulta à rede de parceiros neste domínio passou a ser uma prática para todas as decisões 
importantes produzidas pela saúde neste domínio. 

 
Face à riqueza da experiência, resultante do debate aberto das necessidades e estratégias de 
resposta entre representantes de todos os setores da sociedade, do confronto de visões, mas 
igualmente da construção dos consensos possíveis, a criação do referido Fórum  foi 
contemplada no referido Plano Nacional enquanto medida estrutural para o cumprimento das 
metas assumidas no referido documento. 

 
O modelo ensaiado teve por base a experiência do Fórum Europeu Álcool e Saúde, criado em 
2006 pela Comissão Europeia como estratégia específica para apoiar os Estados Membros no 
desenvolvimento de medidas de minimização dos efeitos nocivos do álcool. A estrutura 
portuguesa procurou, contudo, introduzir uma dinâmica que resultou num nível de diálogo e 
partilha mais construtivo, proporcionando uma participação ativa envolvendo a administração 
pública, ao contrário da versão europeia em que os estados membros têm apenas o papel de 
observadores. 

 
O FNAS é presidido pelo Coordenador Nacional para os Problemas da Droga, das 
Toxicodependências e do Uso Nocivo do Álcool, que é por inerência de funções, o Diretor- 
Geral do SICAD e é gerido por um Secretário-Geral, apoiado por um Secretariado Permanente, 
que coordena uma Comissão Executiva constituída por 16 membros, os quais são 
representativos em igual proporção, da administração pública, do setor económico e da 
economia social. Presentemente o Fórum, integra 88 membros. 

 
Todas as entidades que aderem ao FNAS assumem um compromisso mediante a assinatura de 
uma Carta de Compromisso, através da qual se propõem, contribuir para o atingir das metas 
traçadas no Plano de Ação para a Redução dos Comportamentos Aditivos e das Dependências. 
A contribuição de cada entidade, faz-se através de compromissos de ação que são 
desenvolvidos dentro da sua área de intervenção. Os compromissos devem ser submetidos a 
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aprovação técnica, a qual é feita publicamente nos Encontros de Monitorização e Partilha de 
Boas Práticas, espaço onde os membros fazem igualmente um ponto de situação numa fase 
intermédia da implementação dos seus projetos. Estes Encontros de caráter mensal, têm uma 
função essencial no reforço da coesão da rede de parceiros, bem como a avaliação informal do 
decorrer de cada linha de ação. Os Encontros permitem, ainda, o aferir de práticas, a abertura 
das mesmas a outros membros, alargando o âmbito da intervenção ou gerando novas 
sinergias. Em 2019, oitenta e dois compromissos haviam sido validados e mantinham-se em 
execução. 

 
O Direito e a Justiça, apesar de serem áreas essenciais que se cruzam com os problemas 
ligados ao álcool de múltiplas maneiras, não tiveram uma representação muito significativa na 
dinâmica dos primeiros dois ciclos. Em 2016 foi  lançado o  convite ao Centro de Estudos 
Judiciários para integrar o Fórum e trazer esta área de saber desta esta plataforma nacional. 
Uma vez aceite o convite, o compromisso proposto pelo CEJ previa a formação contínua aos 
futuros magistrados portugueses em matérias que cruzam com a problemática do Álcool nas 
Jurisdições Civil, Penal, Família e das Crianças e Trabalho. 

 
O compromisso assumido envolve, ainda, a possibilidade de ser disponibilizada formação 
dirigida a entidades parceiras sobre a mesma problemática jurídica e judiciária. O Direito e a 
Justiça assumem papéis essenciais, quando se equacionam mudanças legislativas que 
proporcionem respostas ambientais que assentem no estabelecimento de normas que 
protejam os indivíduos, sobretudo os mais frágeis, de fatores de risco para o consumo nocivo, 
nomeadamente a acessibilidade, a exposição a mensagens comerciais ou a estratégias de 
promoção do consumo em contexto recreativo, entre outras. Por fim, numa terceira linha de 
ação o CEJ propôs-se contribuir para o melhoramento da legislação atinente, através de 
possíveis propostas legislativas a apresentar ao Fórum, contribuindo de uma forma ativa para 
a melhoria da saúde em Portugal a partir de uma melhor justiça. 
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Vídeo da abertura 
 

 

 
 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/1c2vb8nx1c/streaming.html?locale=pt 
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CENTRO DE ESTUDOS JUDICIÁRIOS 
FORMAÇÃO CONTÍNUA 2018/2019 

 

 

ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA * 
Ação de Formação Contínua Tipo A 
Lisboa ▪ 12 de abril de 2019 ▪ Auditório do CEJ 

 
Destinatários: Juízes/as e Magistrados/as do Ministério Público. Advogados/as e outros/as profissionais da área forense. 

Objetivos: Aumentar a sensibilidade e conhecimento dos recursos disponíveis por parte dos magistrados portugueses, no 
que diz respeito aos problemas ligados ao álcool e suas implicações legais, tendo em conta os contextos e o 
ciclo de vida dos indivíduos. 

  
Manhã Tarde 

 
09h45    Abertura 

Paulo  Guerra  –  Diretor-Adjunto  do  Centro  de  Estudos 14h30    O álcool em ação – a justiça, a saúde e os outros… 
Judiciários 
Manuel   Cardoso   –   Subdiretor   geral   do   Serviço   de MESA REDONDA 
Intervenção    nos    Comportamentos    Aditivos    e    nas 
Dependências (SICAD) Intervenientes: 

 
10h00    O álcool em Portugal – o estado do consumo Graça Vilar, Médica, Diretora de Serviços de Planeamento e 

Intervenção da SICAD 
Manuel   Cardoso,   Subdiretor   geral   do   Serviço   de 
Intervenção    nos    Comportamentos    Aditivos    e    nas Maria Perquilhas, Juíza Desembargadora do Tribunal da 
Dependências (SICAD) Relação de Lisboa 

 
Carina Quaresma, Direção de Serviços de Planeamento, Paulo   Duarte   Santos,   Procurador   da   República   e 
Controlo  e  Recursos  Humanos  da  Secretaria-Geral  da Docente do CEJ 
Administração Interna 

Eva Fernandes, Direção Geral de Reinserção e Serviços 
11h30    Pausa Prisionais 

 
12h00    Paulo Gomes, Chefe da Divisão de Trânsito e Segurança Renata   Benavente,   Psicóloga,   Vogal   da   Direcção 

Rodoviária da Guarda Nacional Republicana Nacional da Ordem dos Psicólogos 

Carlos  Lopes,  Autoridade  Nacional  para  a  Segurança 
Rodoviária Moderação e animação do debate: 

12h45    Debate Paulo Guerra, Juiz Desembargador, CEJ 
Moderação: José Quaresma, Juiz Desembargador e Raul Melo, Psicólogo Clínico, SICAD 
Docente do CEJ 

 
 

   
 

formacao-def@mail.cej.mj.pt 
NÚCLEOS: 
Coimbra – Av. Sá da Bandeira, edif. Golden, 115-5.º, letras E, F, G, H 
(antigo Registo Notarial) 3004-515 Coimbra – Tel.: 23 983 49 24 
Porto – Rua de Camões, edif. DIAP, 155-6.º – 4049-074 Porto 
Tel: 22 205 89 68 | 22 203 12 99 | Fax: 22 200 89 44 

 
 

Largo do Limoeiro – 1149-048 Lisboa 
Tel: 21 884 56 00 | cej@mail.cej.mj.pt 

www.cej.mj.pt 

 
* Em parceria com o SICAD – Serviço de Intervenção nos 
comportamentos Aditivos e nas Dependências 
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O álcool em Portugal – O estado do consumo 

 

 
 

CAPÍTULO I 
O ÁLCOOL EM PORTUGAL – O ESTADO DO CONSUMO 

 
i. Uso Nocivo de Álcool – Manuel Cardoso 
ii. Álcool, Segurança e Justiça: Alguns indicadores de apoio à (re)definição de políticas públicas – 
Carina Quaresma 
iii. Álcool e justiça – Paulo Gomes 
iv. A importância da condução sob o efeito do álcool – Carlos Lopes 

 
 

i. USO NOCIVO DE ÁLCOOL  
Manuel Cardoso∗

 

 
 

 
 

Antes de mais bom dia a todas e a todos. Queria agradecer o convite para participar nesta 
formação, é para mim uma honra, e espero poder deixar-vos pelo menos alguma inquietação 
quanto aos vários problemas que e o uso nocivo do álcool pode trazer para a sociedade como 
um todo e em particular o seu peso para as questões de saúde e sociais. 

 
O meu nome é Manuel Cardoso  e sou médico  de saúde pública talvez por isso  a minha 
abordagem para estas questões seja muito e fundamentalmente baseada em gráficos, 
números, prevalências e incidências. 

 
Assim: Começarei por vos falar do álcool enquanto fator de risco para a saúde e bem-estar, 
numa perspetiva comunitária. Depois chamarei a vossa atenção para a dimensão dos 
problemas, quer em termos mundiais, quer europeus. De seguida apresentarei os números 
para Portugal. Poderemos assim perceber como comparar-nos, nomeadamente, com os países 
da Europa. Apresentar-vos-ei de seguida o que temos desenhado para lidar com o problema 
que é o “uso nocivo” do álcool – O Plano Nacional e o Fórum Nacional Álcool e Saúde numa 

 
 

∗ Subdiretor geral do Serviço de Intervenção nos Comportamentos Aditivos e nas Dependências (SICAD). 
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perspetiva de uma maior longevidade, sem doença ou incapacidade, para a população 
portuguesa e, por último, deixarei um desafio para a intervenção nos problemas ligados ao 
álcool tendo em atenção o “modelo português” de combate às drogas. 

 

 
 

O álcool enquanto fator de risco para a saúde e bem-estar de cada um. 

 

 
 

De acordo com a Organização Mundial de Saúde (OMS), para além das mortes e patologias 
apenas relacionadas com o uso nocivo do álcool, 27% de todas as lesões provocadas em 
acidentes rodoviários a nível global (mundial) são atribuíveis ao álcool. 
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O mesmo para 18% de todas as lesões fruto da violência entre as pessoas e ainda 18% das 
lesões autoinfligidas, nomeadamente suicídios. 

 
13% das situações de epilepsia são também atribuídas ao álcool. 

 
Mas também, as mais comummente reconhecidas as cirroses hepáticas (48%)  e  as 
pancreatites 26%. O álcool é uma substância cancerígena, daí que vários cancros são também 
atribuídos ao consumo de bebidas alcoólicas, nomeadamente 26% dos cancros da cavidade 
oral, 11% dos cancros colo retais ou 5% dos cancros da mama. 

 
O consumo de álcool não só facilita comportamentos de risco como também fragiliza o nosso 
sistema imunitário, daí que 20% dos casos de tuberculose e mesmo 3% de todos os casos de 
infeção por VIH ou SIDA são também atribuídas ao uso nocivo do álcool. 

 
A hipertensão arterial é seguramente uma das situações de saúde/doença mais 
frequentemente diagnosticadas, pois pelo menos 7% de todos os casos de hipertensão serão 
relacionados com o uso nocivo do álcool. 

 

 
 

O álcool, contido em todas e quaisquer bebidas alcoólicas, é uma substância tóxica para as 
nossas células, daí todas as patologias e mortes atribuídas ao seu uso nocivo. Mas é 
particularmente tóxico para as células jovens e muito em especial para as células do Sistema 
Nervoso Central. Por isso deixei para último o Síndrome Alcoólico Fetal. Das recomendações 
da OMS poderemos inferir que, por um lado quanto a beber álcool “quanto menos melhor” e, 
por outro, que não há uma quantidade mínima ou uma ingestão mínima que seja segura. 
Naturalmente que quanto maior forem os consumos maiores serão os riscos. O consumo de 
bebidas alcoólicas durante a gravidez, para além dos riscos para a mulher, acarreta ou pode 
acarretar riscos graves para o desenvolvimento do feto. As lesões provocadas no feto pelo 
consumo de álcool pela mãe podem ser físicas ou mentais e intelectuais e são para toda a vida. 
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A forma mais grave de apresentação dessas várias lesões ou patologias é designada por 
Síndrome Alcoólico Fetal (SAF). 

 

 
 

Aqui podem ver, em cada conjunto de imagens, a diferença física entre o tamanho de um 
cérebro saudável e o de uma criança com SAF. 

 

 
 

Depois desta imagem, que nos mostra o que será uma situação limite, fácil será perceber os 
gradientes ou cambiantes de perturbações ou transtornos ao nível do Sistema Nervoso Central 
e o seu reflexo em problemas comportamentais e psicológicos ou mesmo do desenvolvimento 
neurológico. Todos os mencionados no slide poderão estar presentes. 
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Numa situação mais leve e seguramente muito difícil de diagnosticar, várias são as 
perturbações que poderão estar presentes em adolescentes e adultos que foram expostos aos 
efeitos do álcool consumido pela mãe durante a sua gravidez. 

 

 
 

Esta é a imagem fotográfica de diagnóstico fácil de uma situação de síndrome alcoólico fetal. 
As perturbações ou doenças mentais estarão associadas. 

 

 
 

Provavelmente nenhum de vós ou muito poucos reconhecerá uma situação como esta última, 
mas será que é assim tão infrequente? 
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Mais uma vez recorrendo aos dados da OMS, a Região Europa, a região onde mais bebidas 
alcoólicas se consomem em todo o mundo, é também aquela onde mais situações de SAF 
existem, cerca de 37 em cada 10 000 europeus sofre desta Síndrome (a situação mais grave), 
mas, para além desses, mais cerca de 198 em cada 10 000 europeus sofre de alguma 
perturbação relacionada com o consumo de álcool pela mãe durante a sua gestação. São 
praticamente 2%. 

 

 
 

Neste gráfico poderemos identificar mais de 25 situações ou patologias e a percentagens, quer 
de mortes, quer de situações de doença e lesão atribuídas ao uso nocivo do álcool. 

 
Apresentei-vos valores relativos. De todos os casos, quantos são atribuídos ou atribuíveis ao 
uso nocivo do álcool. 
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Mas temos valores reais. 

E falam por si… 

 
 

Socorrendo-me sempre do relatório da OMS publicado em 2018 sobre a situação das mortes 
atribuídas ao álcool, a nível mundial, em 2016, dir-vos-ei que neste ano morreram, em todo o 
mundo, 3 milhões de pessoas por causa do uso nocivo do álcool (5,3% de todas as mortes). 

 
E mais 132,6 milhões de anos vão ser vividos com incapacidade (sem saúde, portanto). 
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Quando comparamos a região Europa com todas as outras regiões da OMS, encontramos a 
percentagem mais alta (10,8%) de todos os anos vividos com incapacidade atribuídos ao uso 
nocivo do álcool. 

 

 
 

Agora reparem que de todas as mortes atribuídas ao uso nocivo do álcool quase 30% são 
devidas a lesões provocadas, de modo intencional ou não, pelo próprio ou por outrem. 21% 
são mortes por doenças do foro intestinal, incluindo fígado e pâncreas. 
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Quanto aos anos vividos com incapacidade e portanto perdidos para uma vida com saúde 
quase 40% são devidos a lesões infringidas pelo próprio ou outrem. 

 

 
 

Por último a maior fatia das mortes atribuídas ao uso nocivo do álcool acontece em faixas 
etárias mais jovens o que significa um custo muito mais elevado para a sociedade. 

 
E em Portugal?.... 

 
Aqui os números também falam por si… 
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Em 2017 estiveram internados, por doenças relacionadas com álcool, 22.227 indivíduos, num 
total de 29.192 episódios de internamentos. Em  4.425 desses internamentos a causa era 
mesmo uma doença atribuída ao uso nocivo do álcool (não estamos a falar das situações de 
dependência alcoólica tratadas nas Unidades de Alcoologia). Morreram (em  2016) 2.  515 
pessoas devido ao uso nocivo do álcool. 170 morreram em acidentes rodoviários, 89 morreram 
por abuso do álcool e 44 por intoxicação alcoólica. 

 

 
 

Das 27.291 situações de violência doméstica em 2017, 11.190 (41%) foram devidas ao uso 
nocivo do álcool. 
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Das 2.515 mortes referidas mais de 50 aconteceram em pessoas com menos de 65 anos e 80% 
em homens. 

 
Quando apreciamos os dados numa linha temporal verificamos que existe uma grande 
estabilidade ao longo dos anos, com um ligeiro aumento nos últimos quatro. Diria que, 
claramente, não estamos a ter ganhos em saúde. 

 

 
 

Por outro lado quando olhamos para as mortes por intoxicação alcoólica verificamos que 
também aqui cerca de 80% são em homens e cerca de 60% tem mais de 50 anos. Teríamos 
tendência a considerar que as mortes por intoxicação aconteceria nos mais jovens, mas não é 
o caso. 
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Se olharmos para as vítimas mortais em acidentes de viação verificamos, também aqui, que a 
maioria (40%) tinha mais de 50 anos. 

 
Analisando  ainda  os  casos  de  óbitos  em  acidentes  de  viação  verificamos  que  80%  eram 
condutores, 14% peões e 6% passageiros. 
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Se olharmos para estes óbitos e fizermos a sua distribuição consoante a taxa de alcoolémia 
encontrada, verificamos que dos 170 mortos, 113 (66,5%) tinham uma taxa de alcoolémia 
acima de 1,2g/l. 

 

 
 

Nos testes feitos ao ar expirado a condutores, pelas forças de segurança, foram identificados 
19.848 casos de taxa de alcoolémia acima de 1,2g/l (crime). São, se me permitem, valores 
inaceitáveis. 
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Ainda que, quando tentamos perceber a tendência dos últimos anos, pareça haver uma ligeira 
melhoria, ela é muito ligeira para valores tão elevados. O mesmo acontece nos casos de 
violência doméstica. 

 

 
 

Em resumo: 
 

 
 

19.848 crimes por condução com taxa de alcoolémia acima de 1,2 g/l; 38% dos crimes contra a 
sociedade; 6% de todos os crimes são causados pelo uso nocivo do álcool. Não podemos 
continuar a ser tolerantes. 

34 

 



ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA 

O álcool em Portugal – O estado do consumo 

 

 
 

Permitam-me voltar a dados da OMS, agora relativos a Portugal, que de certo modo nos 
permitem comparar com o global. 

 

 
 

Então, de acordo com a OMS, 78,8% das cirroses hepáticas nos homens e 63% das cirroses nas 
mulheres, em Portugal, são cirroses alcoólicas (cerca de 70% do total). Lembram-se de qual era 
a percentagem a nível global? 48%. 

 

 
 

No caso das mortes em acidentes rodoviários 43% das verificadas nos homens e 30% das 
verificadas em mulheres foram causadas pelo uso  nocivo do  álcool.  Uma média de 37%. 
Lembram-se da situação a nível mundial? … 27%. 
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Diria que ficamos muito mal na comparação. 
 

 
 

Ainda de acordo com a OMS o peso do uso nocivo do álcool no diagnóstico de várias doenças, 
nomeadamente de cirroses, lesões infringidas, cancro ou doenças cardiovasculares, não só se 
mantém estabilizadas ao longo dos anos (2010-2016), como se mantêm acima dos valores da 
média dos Países da União Europeia. 

In       http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/alcohol-use/data-and-   
statistics/alcohol-country-fact-sheets-2019/alcohol-country-fact-sheet-portugal-2019 

 

Por outro lado quando olhamos para os dados do Inquérito à população geral, levado a cabo 
em 2016/2017, e os comparamos com os dados de 2012, verificamos que existe um aumento 
significativo da probabilidade de dependência na população portuguesa. Em termos gerais é 
mesmo superior a 50%. 

 
Resumiríamos, em poucas palavras o que vos disse até agora: 

 
1. O  consumo  de  álcool  é  responsável  por  inúmeras  patologias,  de  diversos  órgãos  e 
aparelhos; 

 
2. O consumo de álcool é responsável por inúmeras mortes; milhões em termos mundiais; 

 
3. O consumo de álcool é responsável por muitos milhões de anos vividos com incapacidade 
ou perdidos para uma vida saudável; 

 
4. Portugal é um dos principais consumidores mundiais de bebidas alcoólicas. 
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Estas são por isso a premissas que vos deixo para as próximas reflexões. 
 

Tendo como fonte os dados da Pordata e considerando os valores para 2016, Portugal 
compara relativamente bem com os outros Estados Membros da União Europeia quanto à sua 
Esperança de vida média à nascença. Está acima da Média europeia. Portugal tem também um 
bom “desempenho” quando comparamos a Esperança de vida média, aos 65 anos. Quem, em 
Portugal chegar aos 65 anos, poderá esperar viver mais 20 (média entre homens e mulheres). 
Sensivelmente o mesmo que a média dos europeus. 
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Contudo, quando olhamos para a qualidade de vida, nomeadamente em termos de saúde dos 
portugueses nesses 20 anos, se forem homens terão apenas 7 anos sem incapacidade dos 18 
que poderão esperar viver. Aqui comparamos aproximando-nos dos piores lugares. 

 
Mas, se verificarmos a situação das mulheres… 

As coisas pioram. 

 
 

Na verdade, dos quase 22 anos que, aos 65, as mulheres poderão  esperar viver, viverão 
apenas cerca de 6 com qualidade ou sem incapacidade. 
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É por isso que vos digo que não poderemos ser tolerantes, complacentes ou compreensivos 
com o consumo excessivo ou uso nocivo do álcool. 

 

 
 

No sentido de responder aos vários desafios colocados, não apenas pelo consumo de bebidas 
alcoólicas, ou o uso nocivo de álcool, mas também aos das drogas ilícitas e novas substâncias 
psicoativas, aos problemas relacionados com o jogo, com medicamentos ou anabolizantes, 
elaborámos o Plano Nacional para a Redução dos Comportamentos Aditivos e das 
Dependências 2013-2020 (PNRCAD), que foi aprovado através da Resolução do Conselho de 
Ministros nº 79/2014, conjuntamente com o Plano de Ação 2013-2016. 
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Esta é a Estrutura do PNRCAD. Privilegiamos intervenções no Domínio da Oferta e no domínio 
da procura de modo equilibrado, por forma a agir em todas as vertentes na convicção de que 
os resultados serão mais efetivos e duradoiros. 

 
Assim, no âmbito da oferta e no que às substâncias lícitas e jogo diz respeito, teremos sempre 
que considerar ações, que garantam a disponibilidade e o acesso de modo equilibrado e que 
não favoreça o aparecimento de problemas relacionados com o seu uso. São indispensáveis 
medidas que regulem a produção e nomeadamente a qualidade e conformidade dos produtos; 
a disponibilidade dos produtos – quanto maior a disponibilidade (mais locais de venda e mais 
próximas de escolas p.e.) maior a probabilidade de abuso e consequentemente de problemas 
relacionados; o mesmo em relação ao acesso – quanto mais fácil o acesso, nomeadamente de 
menores e dos que tendencialmente mais consomem, maiores serão os problemas 
relacionados com os consumos; e ainda a publicidade, marketing ou comunicação comercial, 
que existem para induzirem o consumo, muitas vezes sem discriminar públicos, 
nomeadamente os mais vulneráveis. 

 
Quanto ao Domínio da Procura, é do conhecimento de todas a necessidade de intervenções 
preventivas, de tratamento, de reinserção ou mesmo de redução de danos. Contudo estas 
intervenções devem ser enquadradas com a etapa do ciclo de vida em que o cidadão (centro 
de toda a intervenção) se encontra em cada momento. É diferente intervir junto de uma 
mulher grávida, de uma criança na primeira infância, na adolescência, na juventude, na idade 
adulta e ativa ou numa etapa mais avançada da vida. Do mesmo modo as abordagens serão 
diferentes consoante estejamos em ambiente familiar, escolar, comunitário, recreativo, 
desportivo, rodoviário ou laboral e mesmo prisional. É absolutamente indispensável agir em 
todas estas dimensões e para todas elas estão definidas ações e objetivos. 

 
Importa porém referir que nem sempre a rede de unidades com capacidade de intervenção 
nas áreas do tratamento, da prevenção, da reinserção e redução de riscos e minimização de 
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danos, criadas para uma abordagem geral, são capazes de dar resposta aos problemas de 
pequenas comunidades, territórios ou minorias.  Por isso criámos o Plano Operacional de 
Respostas Integradas, que consideramos como uma medida estruturante, e que procura 
identificar as necessidades desses territórios, os recursos existentes e apresenta depois 
propostas de intervenção, integrada, capazes de responder a esses problemas específicas, mas 
garantindo sempre a sua integração no todo da intervenção. Estamos a falar dos mais 
desprotegidos, dos sem-abrigo, dos que já não tem força, ou não querem procurar os serviços. 
É necessário ir procurá-los e nunca desistir deles (princípios do humanismo e do pragmatismo 
de que falarei mais à frente). 

 
Os problemas de consumo de bebidas alcoólicas ou de uso nocivo do álcool, tem magnitude 
tão grande em Portugal que, contrariamente aos problemas relacionados com o uso de drogas, 
não pode ser deixado apenas a unidades especializadas. Os problemas relacionados com o uso 
nocivo do álcool são um verdadeiro problema de saúde pública em Portugal. Por esta razão 
considerámos ser de especial importância que os profissionais dos cuidados de saúde 
primários tivessem o conhecimento, a preocupação e a capacidade para fazer diagnósticos tão 
precoces quanto possível de consumos de risco, no sentido de fazerem uma primeira 
intervenção juntos destes cidadãos ou de os referenciarem para cuidados dedicados ao seu 
tratamento. Criámos por isso, também como medida estruturante do Plano, a Rede de 
Referenciação/articulação no âmbito dos Comportamentos Aditivos e das Dependências. 

 
Porém, se o uso nocivo do álcool é um problema de saúde pública, a produção e 
comercialização de bebidas alcoólicas é uma atividade licita, regulada, com fortes raízes 
culturais na sociedade portuguesa. Assim, para que as medidas a propor fossem 
fundamentadas, não apenas na evidência científica, mas também na capacidade de evolução 
da perceção social e cultural dos malefícios causados pelo uso nocivo do álcool, foi criado o 
Fórum Nacional Álcool e Saúde, de que vos falarei um pouco mais já a seguir. 

 
Por outro lado, o Plano define ainda áreas de intervenção, chamadas de transversais, como a 
investigação, a formação, a informação e a comunicação, que são indispensáveis para não 
apenas avaliar a dimensão do problemas, de cada problema, mas também perceber a evolução 
das intervenções, bem como a formação e a partilha de conhecimento quer entre 
profissionais, quer com a comunidade. É indispensável ainda garantir a qualidade de todo o 
processo das intervenções, bem como ter a certeza de que o que fazemos se enquadra nas 
regras e regulamentos internacionais ou concorre para o atingir dos objetivos traçados em 
planos internacionais que subscrevemos. 

 
Na base deste Plano Nacional está uma Coordenação que integra várias áreas ministeriais, pois 
tratando-se de Comportamentos Aditivos e Dependências estamos a falar de uma 
problemática que afeta ou diz respeito, praticamente a todas as áreas da governação (já vos 
mostrarei quais). 

 
O plano prevê ser avaliado no fim do primeiro ciclo, internamente, e no final será objeto de 
uma avaliação externa, como aconteceu com os Planos anteriores. 
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Não há um orçamento específico para a implementação do Plano. 
 

Queria dar-vos nota do que são os objetivos para o álcool no domínio da oferta e que de certa 
forma vos expliquei anteriormente: 

 
“Garantir que a disponibilidade, o acesso e o uso de substâncias psicoativas lícitas possam ser 
realizados de maneira segura e que não promovam o uso, consumo ou risco nocivos.” 
 
Ainda neste domínio é indispensável garantir que as regras são cumpridas por todos e por isso 
são necessárias intervenções de fiscalização e controlo que tendo aumentado no quinquénio 
parecem ser ainda muito insuficientes. 

 
Quanto ao FNAS (Fórum Nacional Álcool e Saúde): 

 
O fórum é constituído por membros provenientes da Administração Pública, da Sociedade Civil 
e dos operadores económicos. Cada membros tem que ter uma representatividade nacional e 
assumir um compromisso (sob a forma de projeto) que concorra para o atingimento dos ou de 
algum dos objetivos e metas do Plano Nacional. 

 
Em termos práticos, o Fórum pretende ter um papel central na contribuição para 
conscientização da sociedade civil, sobre os danos relacionados com o álcool. Oferece um 
espaço para debater as ações já tomadas e refletir sobre as ideias políticas e sobre formas 
inovadoras de cooperação. No entanto, o Fórum não é um órgão deliberativo e não é o local 
para tomada de decisões sobre políticas de álcool (como o Comitê Económico e Social, por 
exemplo). 

 
O Fórum tem um Presidente, que também é o Coordenador Nacional para Problemas com 
Drogas, Toxicodependências e Uso Nocivo de Álcool. 

 
A sua dinâmica envolve uma Comissão Executiva para validar ações, fornecer diretrizes 
técnicas e decidir sobre a adequação dos resultados do processo e impacto das ações, levando 
em consideração os objetivos do Fórum. 

 
A estrutura é coordenada por uma Secretaria Executiva, que garante toda a dinâmica do 
Fórum, acompanha as atividades do relatório, dá suporte técnico ao desenho e 
implementação dos compromissos e organiza a reunião plenária anual do Fórum. 
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Deixo aqui os objetivos do Fórum,… 
 

“Pretende-se manter, a nível  nacional, uma plataforma representativa de todas as partes 
interessadas da sociedade civil que se comprometam a reforçar as ações necessárias à 
minimização dos danos provocados pelo uso nocivo do álcool, nomeadamente nas áreas 
referidas no Plano Nacional para a Redução dos Comportamentos Aditivos e das 
Dependências” e “Assegurar uma estreita colaboração com todos os intervenientes que se 
comprometeram a desenvolver um conjunto de ações relevantes nesta área e proporcionar 
um espaço de partilha, discussão, e reflexão sobre conteúdos pertinentes no âmbito da 
resolução dos problemas relacionados com o consumo nocivo de álcool.” 
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Aos quais acrescentarei 3 ideias chave: 
 

 
 

Todos os membros do Fórum tem que concordar e assumir que qualquer quantidade de álcool 
é prejudicial: 
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1. No que se refere a menores – menores não devem beber; 
 

2. À condução – se vai conduzir não deve beber ou se bebeu não deve conduzir; 
 

3. Durante a gravidez e amamentação – a grávida ou mulher a amamentar não deve beber. 

Permitam-me deixar-vos um desafio ou talvez apenas um motivo ou proposta para reflexão. 

 
~ 
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Essa reflexão tem a ver com a abordagem que fizemos quanto ao problema da 
toxicodependência em Portugal e que hoje é conhecido mundialmente como o “modelo 
português” e é reconhecido como de sucesso. 

 
Alguns de vós lembrar-se-ão do problema da toxicodependência no final dos anos 80 e anos 
90. 

 

 
 

Sendo a canábis a substância ilícita mais consumida (como hoje), o problema maior era o 
consumo de heroína. Estimava-se que 1% da população portuguesa (cerca de 100 000 pessoas) 
seria consumidora problemática de heroína. À data os portugueses consideravam a 
toxicodependência como a sua principal preocupação. 

 
Lembro-me que em 1998, de todos os que estavam em tratamento cerca de 98% era 
consumidora de heroína e 48% dizia consumir por via endovenosa. 

 
De todos os diagnosticados com infeção VIH, 56% eram toxicodependentes. E em cada ano 
morriam por overdose mais de 350 pessoas. 

 
Para enfrentar este problema nacional o Governo decidiu desenhar e implementar uma 
Estratégia Nacional. Desenvolveu e ampliou uma estrutura específica de respostas, que 
deveria implementar um novo e integrado modelo de intervenção. Garantiu a existência de 
uma Coordenação Nacional e Descriminalizou os consumos e a posse para consumo (criando 
as comissões para a dissuasão da toxicodependência). 
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A estratégia nacional, segunda em termos mundiais, tinha como princípios basilares (entre 
outros) o humanismo e o pragmatismo, 

 

 
 

“O humanismo significa o reconhecimento da plena dignidade humana das pessoas das 
pessoas envolvidas no fenómeno dos comportamentos aditivos (das drogas, álcool 
medicamentos ou outros) e tem como corolário a compreensão da complexidade e relevância 
da sua história individual, familiar e social, bem como a consideração do seu estado de 
doença.” 

 
“O pragmatismo é a valorização de uma atitude aberta à inovação, sem dogmas ou ideia 
preconcebidas, face aos resultados cientificamente comprovados das experiências ensaiadas 
nos   diversos   domínios   do   combate   às   dependências   de   substâncias   psicoativas   e   a 
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consequente adoção de soluções adequadas à conjuntura nacional que possam proporcionar 
resultados práticos positivos.” in ENLCD, 1999 

 
E preconizava uma abordagem equilibrada entre a redução da oferta e a redução da procura. 
No domínio da Redução da procura propunha-se uma intervenção integrada entre todos os 
tipos de intervenção onde se incluía também a descriminalização e consequente dissuasão. 

 
Previa também uma avaliação contínua, quer de processo, quer de resultado, da 
implementação da Estratégia. A dissuasão virá a ser assumida como uma medida de 
intervenção de prevenção indicada. 

 
Esta é a rede pública de Unidades de Intervenção, quer de ambulatório, quer de internamento. 
É complementada por Comunidades Terapêuticas e Unidades de Desabituação privadas, com 
ou sem fins lucrativos, convencionadas com o Estado. 

 

 
 

E, enquanto problema nacional, a toxicodependência fez com que o Governo criasse uma 
Coordenação Nacional Para os Problemas da Droga, das Toxicodependências e do Uso Nocivo 
do Álcool, que esperamos seja em breve designada por Coordenação Nacional Para os 
Comportamentos Aditivos e as Dependências. 
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A Coordenação Nacional é constituída por três corpos: Um Conselho Interministerial; Um 
Coordenador Nacional e um Conselho Nacional. Neste último, que é um órgão consultivo do 
Primeiro-ministro, têm assento os representantes da Sociedade Civil. 

 
Do Conselho Interministerial fazem parte 13 áreas ministeriais. Junto deste Conselho funciona 
uma Comissão técnica cujo regulamento criou várias subcomissões a quem  compete, em 
primeira instância, desenhar, implementar e avaliar todo o Plano Nacional. 

 
Voltando ao desafio e ao modelo português. 
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Descriminalizando o consumo de drogas e a posse para consumo, o governo manteve o 
consumo e posse como proibidas ou não permitidas, mas enquanto contraordenação. 

 
Os processos de contraordenação originados pelo uso ou posse de drogas são organizados, 
acompanhados e decididos por Comissões de Dissuasão da Toxicodependência, que, presumo, 
todos conhecem. 

 

 
 

As Comissões são constituídas por três membros, dois indigitados pelo Ministério da Saúde e 
um pelo Ministério da Justiça e nomeados por Despacho Conjunto de ambos. 

 
Junto da Comissão funciona ainda uma equipa de suporte técnico multidisciplinar, 
disponibilizada pelo SICAD, cuja missão é fazer uma avaliação do risco dos consumos do 
indiciado, da motivação para tratamento ou paragem dos consumos e promover a 
referenciação do indiciado quando necessário, dando assim à Comissão toda a informação 
necessário para uma correta decisão sobre o processo. 

 
Quanto aos procedimentos, depois de intercetado, um individuo, na posse ou a consumir 
substâncias ilícitas, pelas autoridades, é instaurado um auto de notícia e notificado o indiciado 
para se apresentar na Comissão. 

 
À Comissão compete o processamento das contraordenações e a aplicação das respetivas 
sanções, depois de ouvido o consumidor e reunidos os demais elementos necessários para 
formular um juízo, nomeadamente o relatório da equipa multidisciplinar de suporte, sobre se 
é toxicodependente ou não, quais as substâncias consumidas, em que circunstâncias estava a 
consumir quando foi interpelado, qual o local e qual a sua situação económica. 
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A intervenção da dissuasão proporciona uma oportunidade para uma intervenção precoce, 
específica e integrada com os utilizadores de drogas. 

 
A intervenção da dissuasão está dirigida às características e necessidades individuais dos 
utilizadores de drogas. 

 

 
 

Considerando todas as situações em que o uso nocivo do álcool pode levar o consumidor a ser 
objeto de contraordenação ou mesmo de crime (a condução com taxa de alcoolémia acima de 
1,2g/l ou mesmo acima de 0,5g/l de sangue; os casos de violência doméstica; o consumo de 
álcool por menores; outras situações em que seja considerado útil fazer um diagnóstico de 
dependência ou risco de dependência), 
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Poderá 
o modelo da dissuasão 

ser um instrumento a adotar nos problemas ligados ao álcool? 
 

Uma intervenção precoce, específica e integrada e dirigida às características e necessidades 
individuais de cada consumidor de substâncias lícitas ou ilícitas seria seguramente uma mais- 
valia para consumidores e para a sociedade e seria ainda promotora de ganhos em saúde. 

 
Grato pela vossa atenção. 
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Vídeo da apresentação 
 

 
 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/1c2vb8nxjb/streaming.html?locale=pt 
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ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA 

Álcool, Segurança e Justiça: 
Alguns indicadores de apoio à (re)definição de políticas públicas 

 

 
ii. ÁLCOOL, SEGURANÇA E JUSTIÇA: 
ALGUNS INDICADORES DE APOIO À (RE)DEFINIÇÃO DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS 

 

Carina Quaresma∗
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

∗ Direção  de  Serviços  de  Planeamento,  Controlo  e  Recursos  Humanos  da  Secretaria-Geral  da 
Administração Interna. 
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Álcool, Segurança e Justiça: 
Alguns indicadores de apoio à (re)definição de políticas públicas 
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Álcool, Segurança e Justiça: 
Alguns indicadores de apoio à (re)definição de políticas públicas 

 

 

Documentos anexos∗: 
 

 Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
 

 Global Study on Homicide 2019 – Executive summary 
 

 Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 – Findings from the British Crime Survey and 
police recorded crime (Third Edition) 

 

 The nature of violent crime in England and Wales: year ending March 2018 
 

 Relatório anual da violência doméstica 2016 
 

 Relatório anual da violência doméstica 2017 
 

 Relatório anual da violência doméstica 2018 
 

 Crimes registados pelas autoridades policias – Condução com TAS ≥ 1,2 g/l (dados 
extraídos da página oficial da DGPJ em 18/10/2019) 

 

 Processos-crime em fase de julgamento findos nos tribunais judiciais de 1.ª instância 
(dados extraídos da página oficial da DGPJ em 18/10/2019) 

 

Vídeo da apresentação 
 

 
 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/1c2vb8nxsv/streaming.html?locale=pt 
 
 
 

 

∗ Para aceder aos ficheiros (PDF) deverá fazer o download do e-book. 
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Álcool e justiça 

 

 
 

iii. ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA  
Paulo Gomes∗

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

∗ Chefe da Divisão de Trânsito e Segurança Rodoviária da Guarda Nacional Republicana. 
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Álcool e justiça 

 

 
 

Vídeo da apresentação 
 

 
 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/1sg6cy3lz8/streaming.html?locale=pt 
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ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA 

A importância da condução sob o efeito do álcool 

 

 
 

iv. A IMPORTÂNCIA DA CONDUÇÃO SOB O EFEITO DO ÁLCOOL  
Carlos Lopes∗

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

∗ Autoridade Nacional para a Segurança Rodoviária. 
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A importância da condução sob o efeito do álcool 
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A importância da condução sob o efeito do álcool 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Vídeo da apresentação 
 

 
 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/hag7obe0f/streaming.html?locale=pt 

100 

 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/hag7obe0f/streaming.html?locale=pt
https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/hag7obe0f/streaming.html?locale=pt
https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/hag7obe0f/streaming.html?locale=pt�


 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



ÁLCOOL E JUSTIÇA 

O álcool em ação – A justiça, a saúde e os outros… 

 

 
 

CAPÍTULO II 
O ÁLCOOL EM AÇÃO – A JUSTIÇA, A SAÚDE E OS OUTROS… 
(o que se passou durante uma tarde no Auditório do CEJ) 

 

 
1. Intróito 
2. A mesa redonda 
3. Perguntas a Graça Vilar 
4. Perguntas a Maria Perquilhas 
5. Perguntas a Renata Benavente 
6. Perguntas a Eva Fernandes 
7. Perguntas a Paulo Duarte Santos 
8. Epílogo 

 
 

1. INTRÓITO 
 

Hoje começamos assim, com Charles Beaudelaire e Charles Bukowski: 
 

Deveis estar sempre embriagados. Aqui reside tudo. É a única questão. Para não sentir o 
horrível fardo do Tempo que vos esmaga os ombros e vos verga para a terra, é imperativo 
embriagar-se sem descanso. 

 
Mas de quê? De vinho, de poesia ou de virtude, a vosso gosto. Mas embriagai-vos. 

 
E se por acaso, sobre os degraus de um palácio, sobre a relva verde de uma vala, na morna 
solidão do vosso quarto, acordardes de embriaguez diminuída ou desaparecida, perguntai ao 
vento, à onda, à estrela, ao pássaro, ao relógio, a tudo o que foge, a tudo o que geme, a 
tudo o que roda, a tudo o que canta, a tudo o que fala, perguntai que horas são; e o vento, a 
onda, a estrela, o pássaro, o relógio vos responderão: “É hora de vos embriagardes! Para que 
não sejais escravos martirizados do Tempo, embriagai-vos; embriagai-vos sem cessar! De 
vinho, de poesia ou de virtude, a vosso gosto. 
(…) 
Minha garrafa fica no armário 
como um anão esperando para ferir minhas preces 
bebo e tusso em uma sinfonia 
há luz do sol e aves enlouquecidas em todo lugar 
o telefone toca derramando seus sons 
pelos confins do mar revolto 
bebo intensa e calmamente agora 
bebo ao paraíso 
e à morte 
e à mentira do amor. 
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O álcool em ação – A justiça, a saúde e os outros… 

 

 
 

Nem todos podemos viver como Charles Bukowski, beberrão, machista, hedonista, misantropo 
e, dentre tantos outros adjetivos, sobretudo, genial, um poeta associado aos escritores 
marginais e malditos, considerado por Jean-Paul Sartre (filósofo francês existencialista) como 
“o melhor poeta da América”. 

 
Nem sempre podemos ver o álcool  com este romantismo poético nas nossas vidas e na 
dinâmica da nossa sociedade. 

 
A verdade insofismável é que uma simples saída à noite em que um adolescente beba cinco ou 
seis bebidas pode ter consequências a longo prazo, como refere a investigadora Susan Tapert. 

 
A psiquiatra norte-americana começou a estudar o tema no final dos anos 90 e, depois de 
várias investigações sobre os efeitos no funcionamento do cérebro, concluiu que o álcool 
contribui para a redução da matéria cinzenta, região no cérebro responsável por funções tão 
importantes como a memória ou a comunicação. 

 
* 

 
Nem só de poesia se faz a realidade. 

 
As histórias de vida que serviram a Beaudelaire para criar a sua obra-prima Fleur du Mal 
retratam um mundo que só a sensibilidade poética ameniza. 

 
Numa visão mais racional, seriam muitos os ângulos pelos quais a realidade descrita seria 
explorada: a saúde, a justiça, a ação social, entre outros. 

 
O próprio simbolismo que a sua obra emblemou é presentemente objeto de profunda erosão 
fruto da banalização do SER num TER ou num ESTAR superficial. 

 
O álcool e os seus produtos comportamentais requerem de todos uma leitura reflexiva, uma 
prática articulada e sobretudo a capacidade criativa de re-inventar a resposta social na procura 
de soluções para uma realidade em constante mudança. 
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A importância da condução sob o efeito do álcool 

 

 
 

2. A MESA REDONDA 
 

Daí que estejamos hoje nesta feliz parceria entre o CEJ e o SICAD e nesta tarde em que 
resolvemos despentear um  pouco o  sistema normal das nossas ações de  formação, 
construindo uma MESA REDONDA com vários protagonistas desta história em que ÁLCOOL e a 
JUSTIÇA convivem paredes meias. 

 
Os moderadores da Mesa seremos nós os dois, eu representando o CEJ, como seu Diretor- 
Adjunto, e o Raúl Melo, o SICAD. 

 
O Raul Melo é licenciado desde 1986 em Psicologia pela Faculdade de Psicologia e de Ciências 
da Educação da Universidade de Lisboa. É-lhe reconhecida pela Ordem o grau de especialista 
na área de saúde, da educação e da intervenção comunitária. 

 
É Assessor de Saúde da Carreira Técnica Superior de Saúde – Ramo Psicologia Clínica e, desde 
junho de 1987, integra os quadros do Ministério da Saúde, na área dos Comportamentos 
Aditivos e Dependências, primeiro em funções clínicas no âmbito do tratamento de 
toxicodependentes e desde 2003 em funções ligadas à área da prevenção. 

 
Atualmente está a trabalhar na Divisão de Prevenção e Intervenção na Comunidade (DPIC) do 
Serviço de Intervenção nos Comportamentos Aditivos e nas Dependências (SICAD) onde 
assume a função de Secretário Permanente do Fórum Nacional Álcool e Saúde. 

 
É membro da Assembleia de Representantes da Ordem dos Psicólogos e integra a Comissão de 
Ética deste organismo. 

 
Para esta Mesa Redonda convidamos a JUSTIÇA e a SAÚDE, ambas em sentido amplo. 

 
* 

 
Do lado da Saúde, teremos connosco a Graça Vilar, Mestre em Medicina Legal e Ciências 
Forenses, Assistente Graduada de Psiquiatria, da Carreira Especial Médica e com 
Subespecialidade de Psiquiatria Forense e formação Grupanalítica, pela Sociedade Portuguesa 
de Grupanálise. 

 
Atualmente tem o cargo de Diretora de Serviços de Planeamento e Intervenção, do Serviço de 
Intervenção em Comportamentos Aditivos e  nas Dependências (SICAD), sendo a 
Representante no Conselho Nacional de Saúde Mental, Conselho Nacional Antidopagem e 
Conselho Nacional de Trauma. 

 
É membro da Direção do Colégio da Especialidade de Psiquiatria da Ordem dos Médicos, perita 
nacional, no âmbito do indicador epidemiológico chave do Tratamento, do Observatório 
Europeu da Droga e Toxicodependência. Ao longo de mais de 20 anos desenvolveu atividades 
clínicas e responsabilidade de coordenação de serviço na área do tratamento dos 
comportamentos aditivos e das dependências. 
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Tem atividades de docência e de formação e supervisão de variados grupos profissionais e tem 
tido relevante participação em vários protocolos e grupos de investigação na área de 
intervenção das dependências e em temas de psiquiatria geral. 

 
Da Psicologia temos connosco a Renata Benavente, Vogal da Direção Nacional da Ordem dos 
Psicólogos, e que, além da sua intervenção na área dos cuidados de saúde primários, colabora 
com o Instituto Nacional de Medicinal Legal e Ciências Forenses, tendo uma larga experiência 
nas áreas de articulação entre a Psicologia e o Direito, nomeadamente nas dimensões da 
avaliação psicológica e perícias forenses. 

 
* 

 
Do lado da JUSTIÇA, apresento-vos uma juíza, um Magistrado do Ministério Público e uma 
Técnica Superior da DGRSP. 

 
São eles: 

 
Maria Perquilhas é Juíza Desembargadora no Tribunal da Relação de Lisboa, tendo trabalhado 
muitos anos na 1.ª instância como Juíza de Tribunais de Família e Menores e sido nossa 
competentíssima docente durante 6 anos. 

 
Paulo Duarte Santos é Procurador da República especializado em Direito do Trabalho, sendo 
actualmente Docente Coordenador da área do Direito do Trabalho e das Empresas no CEJ. 

 
Eva Fernandes é licenciada em Direito pela Faculdade de Direito da Universidade de Lisboa, 
sendo actualmente Diretora de Serviços de Assessoria Técnica e Execução de Penas na 
Comunidade na Direção Geral de Reinserção e Serviços Prisionais e desde 1 de agosto de 2013. 
Já fez tudo e mais alguma coisa na DGRSP, na área penal e tutelar educativa, tendo eu, Paulo 
Guerra, tido o privilégio de com ela trabalhar então no IRS dos idos de 90 no Tribunal de 
Menores de Lisboa, numa época em que o IRS também fazia o perigo. 

 
* 
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Chamamos a esta MESA REDONDA: 
 

O álcool em ação – a justiça, a saúde e os outros… 
 

A ideia é sermos nós os dois a provocar o debate que espero que se siga a este diálogo que 
aqui vai sendo construído. 

 
E começamos a questionar o painel, sem mais delongas. 

 
(três rondas de perguntas a cada um dos convidados) 
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3. PERGUNTAS A GRAÇA VILAR 
 

3.1. Na área dos Comportamentos Aditivos e nas 
Dependências, a Saúde e a Justiça, nem sempre 
perfilham a mesma leitura da problemática. 

 

Para os primeiros prevalece a compreensão do 
indivíduo, como alguém que tem uma doença, enquanto 
os segundos compreendem o indivíduo como alguém 
que se comporta à margem da lei. 

 
Considera que são visões antagónicas? No caso 
específico do álcool, o carater legal da substância 
introduz, na sua opinião, alguma nuance nas visões de 
ambas as partes e na complementaridade das suas 
ações? 

 
 
 

Graça Vilar 
Médica Psiquiatra e Diretora de 

Serviços de Planeamento e 
Intervenção, do Serviço de 

Intervenção em Comportamentos 
Aditivos e nas Dependências (SICAD) 

 

3.2. A dependência alcoólica, sob o ponto de vista médico, cura-se? Que dizer dos estudos de 
Susan Tapert, psiquiatra e investigadora da Universidade da Califórnia? – «as diferenças na 
actividade do cérebro podem afetar negativamente outras funções nos campos da 
concentração, assim como a concentração e na memória que é usada para fazer cálculos, 
assim como no pensamento lógico e na capacidade de raciocínio». 

 
3.3. Em função da sua experiência na avaliação de situações em que a saúde é ameaçada por 
acidentes em contexto de trabalho associados ao consumo de álcool, como perceciona o 
equilíbrio necessário entre a proteção ao trabalhador com doença aditiva e a 
responsabilidade da entidade empregadora em relação aos riscos para o próprio ou para 
terceiros decorrentes da atividade profissional dos seus empregados? 

 
Que recomendações faria no sentido da melhor atuação da justiça no julgamento de 
situações de conflito laboral neste âmbito? 
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4. PERGUNTAS A MARIA PERQUILHAS 
 

4.1. A condução sob o efeito de álcool configura uma 
situação de crime quando o teor de álcool no sangue 
ultrapassa o 1,2 g/l. 

 
De acordo com o código da estrada estas situações são 
puníveis com pena de prisão até 1 ano ou pena de multa 
até 120 dias. 

 

Em 2017, de acordo com os dados dos relatórios anuais 
da Autoridade Nacional para a Segurança Rodoviária, 
apenas 1% dos condutores identificados nesta situação 
foram objeto de prisão. Haverá alguma complacência da 
justiça face a estas situações? 

 
Maria Perquilhas 

Juíza Desembargadora no Tribunal da 
Relação de Lisboa 

 
 

4.2. «O encontro estava marcado para a meia-noite nas instalações da 1.ª Divisão da PSP, na 
Rua Gomes Freire em Lisboa. O ritual inicial foi o mesmo. Mais uma vez seguimos para a zona 
da cidade indicada mas estabelecimento incerto. Começamos em discotecas e nada de 
diferente aconteceu relativamente à situação descrita anteriormente – consumos de álcool, 
entradas com documentos falsificados. 

 
De seguida, os agentes dirigiram-se para casas de diversão noturna (bastante conhecidas na 
capital) onde jovens do sexo feminino faziam companhia a homens de várias idades. Nesta 
ação, para além do consumo do álcool, fomos confrontados com a realidade das jovens 
estrangeiras que imigram para o nosso país, ilegalmente, em busca de um futuro que nunca 
esteve ao seu alcance. Nem tão pouco têm a identificação com elas... Elas acabariam por ser 
encaminhadas para a esquadra. No interior da discoteca é identificado o responsável e bem 
assim os clientes. Os clientes26, de aliança no dedo (a maioria) bem vestidos, com sapatos de 
marca, relógios reluzentes e com bebida a condizer no copo, mostraram-se quase indiferentes 
à vergonha das jovens raparigas que haviam sido separadas ainda no interior da discoteca 
para a identificação e posterior transporte à esquadra. Referem viver em águas furtadas 
“todas ao molho”. Algum tempo depois, surgem os documentos na esquadra. Muitas delas 
menores de idade... Deparamo-nos com a “noite” no pior que a mesma tem para nos oferecer. 
Futuros roubados por um presente triste» (e-book do CEJ sobre promoção e proteção). 

 
Maria, o que foi isto que eu li da tua lavra? 

O que dizer nestes pontos: 

– Detetado o consumo de álcool pelo jovem, o que acontece? 
 

– Qual a possível intervenção da promoção e proteção? 
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– Existe uma deficiente valorização dos consumos de álcool? 
 

– Qual o papel reservado à Comissão de Proteção Alargada? 
 

– A experiência das ações de Fiscalização (Projecto 100 Rótulos da 1.ª Divisão da PSP de 
Lisboa e CPCJ Lisboa Centro)? 

 
 

1 – Legitimidade da intervenção estatal no consumo de álcool por parte das crianças e jovens 
e no exercício de determinadas atividades: 

 
O álcool compromete o normal desenvolvimento do cérebro impedindo a concretização da 
plenitude das respetivas funções intelectivas: “Segundo a DSM IV (1995) o primeiro episódio 
de intoxicação alcoólica pode ocorrer na adolescência e os transtornos decorrentes surgiram 
próximo dos 40 anos”. 

 
São razões de ordem pública, especialmente de saúde pública e protecção da infância e 
juventude, as que determinam e legitimam a interferência do Estado na regulação normativa e 
fiscalização da venda e o consumo do álcool pelos jovens, quer a nível contraordenacional 
quer a nível da promoção e proteção das crianças e jovens em perigo. 

 
* 

 
A – Álcool e juventude – uma relação inevitável? 

 
A palavra adolescência deriva de Adolescer, palavra que em latim significa crescer. 

 
Em termos de fases do crescimento do ser humano, a adolescência corresponde àquela etapa 
onde se verifica um maior desenvolvimento, ou crescimento se quisermos, físico, hormonal e 
emocional, em simultâneo. Estas alterações, profundas e ao mesmo tempo, provocam crises 
normativas e confusão de identidade, assumindo o jovem diversos papéis até conseguir a sua 
maturidade identitária. 

 
São visíveis as mudanças físicas, facilmente percecionadas as alterações de humor, com 
reflexos a nível familiar, social e escolar. 

 
Assiste-se ao confronto com os pais, a uma maior aproximação e identificação com grupo de 
pares e é a sua definição e escolha do percurso escolar que dita o seu futuro profissional ou a 
sua ausência. 

 
As flutuações e incertezas do jovem incidem muitas vezes sobre si mesmo, o seu lugar na 
família, no grupo social e no mundo. 

 
A passagem desta fase e a sua socialização é essencial, mas exigem simultaneamente atenção 
redobrada  por  parte  dos  pais  e  educadores,  uma  vez  que  o  jovem  está  particularmente 
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vulnerável aos grupos de pares e às experiências coletivas dos consumos, absentismo escolar e 
até da pequena delinquência. 

 
É importante que a formação do sentido de si mesmo, socialização e redescoberta do seu lugar 
na família, implicando aceitação dos respetivos papéis, se faça de modo a que o jovem resolva 
todos os conflitos e evite caminhos comprometedores. 

 
É igualmente nesta altura da vida que a maioria dos jovens inicia a sua socialização noturna. A 
noite é para eles sinónimo de libertação, autonomia e crescimento. 

 
De Poder. 

 
Mas a noite é também e ainda sinónimo de muitos perigos, onde se adensa a coragem para 
experienciar consumos que diminuem a vigilância e a capacidade de se autodeterminarem 
com capacidade e responsabilidade. 

 
Os jovens iniciam o consumo de álcool cada vez mais cedo. 

 
Os estudos científicos apontam diversas razões, nomeadamente de ordem genética, familiar e 
social, sendo usual elencar dois grandes grupos de razões, internas ou externas, consoante 
elas emanam do jovem ou do que o rodeia1. 

 
* 

 
B – Os consumos e a lei – interesse público legitimador: 

 
B.1. O direito regula as situações de consumo de álcool essencialmente por razões de saúde 
e segurança pública. 

 
Com efeito, o consumo de álcool (e outras drogas), para além do risco de dependência futura, 
pode provocar doenças graves como cirrose, úlcera gástrica, problemas cardiovasculares, 
disfunções sexuais, em especial a disfunção eréctil, dificuldades de memória, concentração 
(com consequentes dificuldade e insucesso escolar), agravamento de situações de ansiedade e 
depressão, aumentando o risco de suicídio na adolescência. 

 
Acresce que os acidentes de viação são igualmente um risco associado a este tipo de consumo, 
constituindo uma das importantes causas de morte entre os 15 e os 20 anos. 
Para além disso, as relações sexuais desprotegidas com parceiros desconhecidos acontecem 
igualmente com maior incidência em jovens após o consumo de álcool (que favorece a 
desinibição), sendo ainda de considerar o risco de sofrer abuso sexual, existindo relatos de 
violações de jovens do sexo feminino em estado de embriaguez. 

 
 

1 Remetemos para o texto da autoria de Maria Perquilhas, O Consumo de álcool e drogas entre jovens - 
o Perigo, in E-book Intervenção em sede de Promoção e Protecção de Crianças e Jovens, CEJ, disponível 
in          http://www.cej.mj.pt/cej/recursos/ebooks/familia/Intervencao_sede_promocao_protecao_criancas_jo   
vens.pdf 
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Como já salientamos no texto O Consumo de álcool e drogas entre jovens – o Perigo, supra 
referido, “o álcool compromete o normal desenvolvimento do cérebro impedindo a 
concretização da plenitude das respetivas funções intelectivas: “Segundo a DSM IV (1995) o 
primeiro episódio de intoxicação alcoólica pode ocorrer na adolescência e os transtornos 
decorrentes surgiram próximo dos 40 anos”. 

 
Em suma, são razões de ordem pública, especialmente de saúde pública e proteção da 
infância e juventude as que determinam e legitimam a interferência do Estado na regulação 
normativa e fiscalização da venda e o consumo do álcool pelos jovens, quer a nível 
contraordenacional quer a nível da promoção e proteção das crianças e jovens em perigo 
(como veremos adiante). E bem assim a nível da tutela penal. 

 

* 
B.2. A previsão legal 

 
A disponibilização, venda e consumo de bebidas alcoólicas em locais públicos e em locais 
abertos ao público, encontra-se regulada no Decreto-Lei n.º 50/2013, de 16 de abril. 

 
As bebidas alcoólicas estão classificadas em duas categorias: espirituosas ou não espirituosas, 
como se verifica das als. a), b) e c) do artigo 2.º do diploma legal referido (este diploma 
apresenta a definição de bebida alcoólica, e dentro desta categoria, bebida não espirituosa e 
espirituosa). 

 
Por força da entrada em vigor da alteração operada ao artigo 3.º do Decreto-Lei n.º 50/2013 
de 16 de abril, 

 
“1 – É proibido facultar, independentemente de objetivos comerciais, vender ou, com 
objetivos comerciais, colocar à disposição, bebidas alcoólicas em locais públicos e em locais 
abertos ao público: a) a menores; (…)”. 

 
Alterou-se a redação da alínea a) e revogou-se a al. b) do citado artigo 3.º, n.º 1 que distinguia 
os menores de idade até aos 16 anos e até aos 18 consoante a bebida em causa fosse ou não 
espirituosa. 

 
Neste momento é proibido facultar, vender ou colocar à disposição, bebidas alcoólicas a 
menores de idade em locais públicos ou abertos ao público, independentemente da 
classificação da bebida. 

 
Não obstante a legislação referida e a proibição de venda e/ou disponibilização de bebidas 
alcoólicas a menores de idade, a verdade é que, especialmente aos fins-de-semana, podemos 
ver jovens de garrafa na mão, muitas vezes garrafas com capacidade para 1 litro de bebida 
deambulando totalmente embriagados (as chamadas litrosas). 

 
Esta realidade determinou que, na cidade de Lisboa a CPJCP Lisboa Centro em Conjugação com 
a 1.ª Divisão da PSP de Lisboa, se realizassem ações de sensibilização de jovens, fiscalização de 
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estabelecimentos comerciais e deteção de situações de perigo de jovens menores de idade 
que se encontravam a consumir bebidas alcoólicas. 
Estas  ações  realizam-se  quer  na  rua  quer  no  interior  de  estabelecimentos  comerciais2

 

conhecidos por nele se vender ou permitir o consumo de bebidas alcoólicas a menores de 
idade. 

 
Como se disse, o objectivo principal é a sensibilização dos jovens e seus progenitores ou 
responsáveis para o consumo  e consequências maléficas para a saúde  do jovem  e 
simultaneamente o levantamento de auto e aplicação da penalidade aos estabelecimentos 
comerciais infratores (que pode ir de coima ao encerramento, cfr. artigos 8.º e 9.º do citado 
Decreto-Lei n.º 50/2013 de 16 de abril). 

 
* 

 
B.2.1. O consumo de álcool enquanto fundamento da tutela protetiva: 

 
O consumo de álcool por parte dos jovens pelas razões supra apontadas constitui  uma 
circunstância suscetível de colocar o jovem em situação de perigo, nos termos previstos no 
artigo 3.º, n.º 2, al. g) da LPCJP3, legitimando, recorde-se, a intervenção protetiva. 

 
Para que se consiga demover os jovens do consumo de álcool e outras drogas, é necessário 
apostar na prevenção, constituindo as ações realizadas pela CPCJP Lisboa Centro/1.ª Divisão da 
PSP e outras realizadas pelas CPCJP’s em colaboração e nas Escolas, um exemplo, sem prejuízo 
de outros, a seguir para informar e sensibilizar os mais jovens e vulneráveis aos consumos. 

 
De igual modo, a ação junto dos estabelecimentos que comercializam bebidas alcoólicas não 
deve ser abrandada de modo a que, se necessário for de forma repressiva (punitiva), 
percebam que o bem jurídico pela proibição da venda e disponibilização de bebidas alcoólicas 
a menores de idade (saúde e desenvolvimento dos jovens), é fundamental para a sociedade. 

 
Quando a prevenção não é suficiente e os jovens consumidores de álcool se encontram, por 
via exclusiva ou não desse consumo, em situação de perigo há que abrir e tramitar o 
necessário   processo   de   promoção   e   proteção   e,   caso   se   afigure   necessário,   aplicar 
a correspondente e adequada medida protetiva (artigo 35.º da Lei de Promoção e 
Proteção de Crianças e Jovens em Perigo). 

* 
 

B.2.2. O consumo do álcool na perspetiva penal 
 

O álcool é sancionado em termos jurídico-penais quando apenas e quando está associado a 
outras atividades, constituindo na sua essência e em princípio atividades lícitas se praticadas 
isoladamente. Assim, o consumo de bebidas alcoólicas por maiores de idade não constitui 

 
 

 

2 Que se encerram no decorrer da ação, cfr. artigo 6.º do Decreto-Lei n.º 50/2013 de 16 de abril. 
3 Lei n.º 147/99, de 01 de setembro, que aprovou a Lei de Proteção de Crianças e Jovens em Perigo. 
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crime nem contra-ordenação, tal como o não constitui a condução de veículos automóveis de 
harmonia com as regras da prudência. 

 
Já a condução de veículos automóveis após o consumo de bebidas alcoólicas, ou melhor sob o 
efeito do álcool pode constituir crime ou contra-ordenação, se a taxa  de  álcool  no 
sangue atingir ou exceder determinados limites (artigo 292º do Cód. Penal4). 

 
Na maioria das vezes, os condutores são surpreendidos na prática do ilícito referido, isto é, no 
exercício da condução sob o efeito do álcool, em flagrante delito, o que aliado à circunstância 
da penalidade abstratamente aplicável ao tipo ser inferior a dois anos, determina a sujeição 
do detido a julgamento em processo sumário (artigo 381.º, n.º 1 do CPP). 

 
Esta forma de processo é e pretende ser mais rápida e mostra-se ser adequada aos casos em 
que a prova da prática do facto se mostra recolhida, desde logo pela detenção em flagrante 
delido do agente, justificando-se a opção legislativa de dispensa de inquérito, ou quando deva 
ter lugar a prática de atos de inquérito estes actos probatórios sejam eles realizados com 
rapidez [artigo 384.º, n.ºs 4 e 5 e 387.º, n.º 2, al. c) do CPP]. 

 
Contudo, raros são os casos em que o arguido que padece da doença de adição do álcool 
solicita prazo para organização de defesa e a organiza realmente de forma efetiva e eficaz, 
impedindo por isso que resulte provada a dependência e não se aplique a sujeição a 
tratamento como condição da suspensão da pena, como permitido pelo artigo 52.º, n.º 3 do 
Código Penal. 

 
Na verdade, a grande maioria dos arguidos deste tipo de ilícito penal, mostra-se inserido em 
termos laborais, sendo inclusivamente o principal (senão único) sustento do agregado. 

 
Esta realidade provoca alguma complacência, o que aliado ao conhecimento que os 
magistrados têm sobre os efeitos altamente perniciosos e ineficazes das curtas penas de 
prisão, especialmente quando nos encontramos perante situações de adição, determina a 
aplicação de penas suspensas umas a seguir às outras, sem sujeição a condições 
nomeadamente o tratamento contra o alcoolismo, como já afloramos. 

 
 

 
 

4 Artigo 292.º 
Condução de veículo em estado de embriaguez ou sob a influência de estupefacientes ou substâncias 
psicotrópicas 
1 - Quem, pelo menos por negligência, conduzir veículo, com ou sem motor, em via pública ou 
equiparada, com uma taxa de álcool no sangue igual ou superior a 1,2 g/l, é punido com pena de prisão 
até 1 ano ou com pena de multa até 120 dias, se pena mais grave lhe não couber por força de outra 
disposição legal. 
2 - Na mesma pena incorre quem, pelo menos por negligência, conduzir veículo, com ou sem motor, em 
via pública ou equiparada, não estando em condições de o fazer com segurança, por se encontrar sob 
influência de estupefacientes, substâncias psicotrópicas ou produtos com efeito análogo perturbadores 
da aptidão física, mental ou psicológica. 
Podem as penas ser agravadas se verificadas as circunstâncias previstas no art.º 294.º do mesmo Código 
Penal. 
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Ou seja, os julgamentos sumários, quando o agente seja alcoólico, não permitem organizar a 
defesa da melhor forma possível e, por conseguinte, não permite que se considere provada a 
adição5 e consequentemente o preenchimento dos pressupostos de aplicação da condição de 
sujeição a tratamento em caso de condenação em pena de prisão suspensa na sua execução. 

 
* 

B.2.3. Contraordenação e crime 
 

Como veremos de seguida, as coimas aplicadas pela verificação da contraordenação de 
condenação sob o efeito do álcool acaba por ser, quando o arguido é primário, mais gravosa 
do que o contravalor da pena principal de multa abstratamente aplicável pela prática do crime 
de condução sob o efeito do álcool. 

 
Vejamos: o valor da coima aplicável à contraordenação prevista no n.º 1 do artigo 81.º do 
Código da Estrada – mais de 0,5 e inferior a 0,8 é de 250 a 1250 € [al. a) do n.º 6 do mesmo 
artigo], e de 500 a 2500 €, se a taxa for igual ou superior a 0,8 g/l e inferior a 1,2 g/l ou, sendo 
impossível a quantificação daquela taxa, o condutor for considerado influenciado pelo álcool 
em relatório médico ou ainda se conduzir sob influência de substâncias psicotrópicas [al. b) do 
n.º 6 da mencionada norma]. 

 
Uma pena de multa aplicada pela violação  do  artigo  292.º do  Código Penal cuja taxa de 
alcoolémia tem que ser igual ou superior a 1,2 dificilmente na primeira condenação e se a Taxa 
de Álcool no sangue (TAS) estiver relativamente próxima do mínimo, é superior a 250,00, uma 
vez que amiúde se aplica 5,00€ de taxa diária à multa penal (50 dias de multa à taxa diária de 
5,00 = 250,00). 

 
Sendo a multa máxima de 120 dias à taxa diária de 5,00 perfaz o valor de 600,00, se for à taxa 
diária de 10,00 perfaz o valor de 1200,00…, valores bem inferiores à taxa máxima de 2500 
€ prevista para a contraordenação muito grave [artigo 81.º, n.º 6, al. b), 136.º, 145, al. l) e 
146.º al. j), todos do Código da Estrada]. 

 
Parece que compensa mais praticar o crime do que a contraordenação… 

 
* 

Em suma: 
 

O consumo de álcool em qualquer idade é um problema que afeta a nossa sociedade de forma 
relevante quer em termos de justiça protetiva quer repressiva. 

 
É urgente esclarecer e prevenir. 

 
Dentro  da  prevenção  inclui-se,  necessariamente,  a  aplicação  da  pena  pelo  seu  caráter 
preventivo e ressocializador. 

 
 

5 Como se disse, para que tal seja equacionado é necessário que esteja provado nos autos a adição do 
álcool e isso não se verifica em 98% dos casos. 
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Se a pena aplicável e aplicada ficar aquém das necessidades de prevenção geral, manifestadas 
na ausência de desvalor social face à violação da norma, ela não cumpre uma das suas funções 
e não repara a lesão cometida no bem jurídico protegido pela incriminação. 

 
Por outro lado, a previsão da pena de multa em termos de pena principal não se mostra 
adequada à proteção do bem jurídico protegido porquanto a mesma não é sentida como uma 
pena e os efeitos em termos de prevenção geral e especial não são atingidos (sendo certo que 
a aplicação da pena de multa é sempre possível, em termos de pena subsidiária à luz do artigo 
45.º do Código Penal). Passa a sensação de impunidade. 

 
Por isso e para que tal se verifique cremos que os limites mínimos e máximos da  pena 
aplicáveis em termos criminais devem ser alterados e agravados, não devendo, ainda optar-se 
sistematicamente pela pena de multa. 

 
Verifica-se ser igualmente premente uma melhor averiguação, por parte do juiz (art.º 340.º do 
CPP) das condições pessoais do arguido, nomeadamente se o mesmo tem hábitos alcoólicos 
e/ou adição. 

 
E finalmente as condenações devem ser mais severas e em casos de suspensão da execução da 
pena de prisão com acompanhamento mais eficaz por parte dos serviços da DGRSP e sujeição 
a tratamento. 
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5. PERGUNTAS A RENATA BENAVENTE 
 

5.1. Procurando enquadrar a relação entre a psicologia e 
a justiça, de que modo a que a primeira contribui para o 
melhor funcionamento da segunda na área específica 
dos problemas ligados ao álcool? 

 

5.2. Já li escrito que quando o alcoolismo é materno, 
está mais associado a situações de negligência, de não 
prestação dos cuidados básicos. Já quando é paterno, 
está muitas vezes associado a um aumento de 
comportamentos violentos e/ou inesperados. Outros 
casos graves são os que levam a situações de abuso 
sexual. Há crianças que reconhecem pelos passos se o 
pai está bêbado, que vão aos bares buscar os pais para 
evitar que bebam demasiado. Outras que  descrevem 
que por vezes o pai acaba caído no chão e que o tapam 
com um cobertor para que não tenha frio. Em alguns 
casos o progenitor é descrito como tendo 
comportamentos infantis, em que a sua autoridade é 
desvalorizada. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Renata Benavente 
Psicóloga 

Vogal da Direção Nacional da Ordem 
dos Psicólogos Portugueses 

 

Os dados revelam que o álcool está a levar mais jovens às Comissões de Proteção. 
 

Mas também o alcoolismo é causa de retirada de crianças de casa de seus pais quando o 
álcool implica violência e negligência parental. 

 
É ASSIM? 

 
O que fazer junto destes agregados para que isto não seja uma realidade tão flagrante e 
constante? 

 
 

5.3. A psicologia é frequentemente chamada a pronunciar-se em situação de decisão de 
retirar uma criança a uma família em que se verifica situações de alcoolismo ou de abuso 
frequente de bebidas alcoólicas por um ou por ambos os progenitores. 

 
 É possível considerar que a retirada pode proteger a criança do impacto negativo do 

comportamento dos pais, mas é igualmente possível considerar que essa opção fragiliza a 
família podendo contribuir para a sua rutura e, como tal perpetuar o afastamento da 
criança da sua família, impondo-lhe uma situação de institucionalização que por vezes é 
muito mais penalizadora. 

 
 Quais os fatores que levaria em consideração na avaliação da perigosidade da situação em 

termos de risco para a criança? 
 

A Psicologia da Justiça é uma área de especialidade que entrecruza as competências e os 
conhecimentos específicos da Psicologia com o Direito e os procedimentos legais, cujo 
desenvolvimento e aplicabilidade inclui vertentes teóricas e de investigação, mas também de 
avaliação e intervenção. 
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No contexto da Psicologia da Justiça são desenvolvidas atividades cujo principal objetivo é 
oferecer a intervenção psicológica dentro dos sistemas judicial e legal, de modo preventivo, 
promocional e remediativo, tendo como finalidade última a proteção da sociedade e a defesa 
dos Direitos dos cidadãos. 

 
A Psicologia da Justiça abrange todos os que possam estar envolvidos com o sistema judicial, 
quer em contexto civil (por exemplo, em situações de litígio, regulação do exercício das 
responsabilidades parentais, ou avaliação de incapacidade), quer por motivos criminais (por 
exemplo, indivíduos que alegam inimputabilidade ou reclusos em processo de reintegração na 
sociedade). 

 
São exemplos de contextos de intervenção na área da Psicologia da Justiça os 
estabelecimentos prisionais, centros educativos, instituições de reinserção social, organizações 
de promoção dos Direitos e proteção de crianças e jovens em risco ou perigo, instituições de 
acolhimento para crianças e  jovens, estrutura de  apoio  a vítimas, forças policiais e 
organizações públicas que prestam assessoria aos Tribunais (e.g., Instituto Nacional de 
Medicina Legal e Ciências Forenses, Instituto da Segurança Social e Unidades de Saúde onde é 
desenvolvida atividade pericial). 

 
Uma das áreas de atuação dos Psicólogos da Justiça é a avaliação e psicodiagnóstico dos 
diferentes atores jurídicos e intervenientes no sistema de justiça. Os Psicólogos da Justiça 
utilizam diversos métodos (e.g. testes, questionários, observação ou entrevistas clínicas) que 
permitem a compreensão do funcionamento dos indivíduos, a elaboração de diagnósticos 
compreensivos e a definição de abordagens de intervenção adequadas às necessidades. 

 
No exercício da sua atividade, os Psicólogos da Justiça podem, ainda, produzir relatórios de 
avaliação e acompanhamento compreensivos, isentos e cientificamente válidos, contribuindo 
para que os Tribunais possam determinar as competências, o estado mental, as circunstâncias 
da responsabilidade criminal, o risco forense ou a capacidade de mudança dos indivíduos 
acusados de um crime. A avaliação do impacto de eventos traumáticos no bem-estar 
emocional das vítimas, ou eventual desenvolvimento de psicopatologia na sequência desses 
acontecimentos (e.g. perturbação de stresse pós-traumático) e o apoio/acompanhamento na 
sua inquirição para memória futura são outras áreas de atuação dos Psicólogos da Justiça. 

 
Outra das áreas de atividade é a atividade pericial no âmbito da avaliação psicológica forense e 
outras funções técnicas ou periciais, a pedido dos Tribunais (ou de outras entidades do sistema 
judicial), o apoio à tomada de decisão judicial na audição ou inquirição de testemunhas ou 
outros intervenientes nos processos judiciais, de arguidos ou ofensores. 

 
Em sede de Direito Processual Penal podem ser requeridas perícias psicológicas 
complementares à perícia psiquiátrica (artigo 159.º do CPP; Perícia sobre a personalidade 
(artigo 160.º do CPP; Perícia para avaliação da capacidade e dever de testemunhar (artigo 
131.º do CPP) e , em sede de Direito Processual Civil, perícias psicológicas no âmbito de um 
processo de regulação, alteração, incumprimento ou inibição do exercício das 
responsabilidades parentais (Lei n.º 61/2008, de 31 de outubro e Lei n.º 141/2015, de 8 de 
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setembro, alterada pela Lei n.º 24/2017, de 24 de maio), as perícias psicológicas no âmbito de 
um processo de promoção e proteção (Lei n.º 147/99, de 1 de setembro, alterada pela Lei n.º 
23/2017, de 23 de maio), Perícia Psicológica no âmbito de um processo tutelar educativo (Lei 
n.º 166/99, de 14 de setembro, atualizada pela Lei n.º 4/2015, de 15 de janeiro). 

 
A atuação dos Psicólogos no âmbito dos problemas ligados ao álcool inclui: 

 
1) Iniciativas relacionadas com ações de prevenção – conceção de campanhas dirigidas 
a públicos específicos, dinamização de sessões com crianças e jovens; 

 
2) Intervenção/tratamento – serviços de saúde; 

 
3) Avaliação do impacto dos problemas ligados ao consumo álcool nos 
comportamentos no contexto da Psicologia da Justiça (e.g. exercício da parentalidade 
– comportamentos negligentes ou que possam colocar a criança/jovem em perigo; 
prática de crimes). 

 
A influência dos consumos de álcool pode ser relevante na avaliação da inimputabilidade, no 
contexto de eventual anomalia psíquica, conforme previsto no artigo 20.º do CP. 

 
De facto, o conceito de anomalia psíquica não se esgota, em stricto sensu,  nas  doenças 
mentais (Albergaria, 2003) não tendo sido balizados pelo legislador os estados psíquicos 
anómalos suscetíveis de fundamentar a inimputabilidade. Qualquer perturbação 
psicopatológica, adquirida ou congénita, do intelecto ou vontade, que impeça ou perturbe a 
capacidade de o sujeito compreender o sentido e o alcance dos seus actos pode ser englobada 
no conceito de anomalia psíquica. Por outro lado, a existência de uma  qualquer  doença 
mental, por si só, não determina a inimputabilidade (Vieira, 2002). 

 
É necessário apurar se essa doença mental, afetação da inteligência ou vontade (e.g., 
debilidade, alteração de perceção ou do pensamento devido ao consumo de substâncias 
tóxicas, perturbação grave do controlo dos impulsos, alterações emocional relevante) estava 
presente no momento da prática dos factos, qual a sua intensidade (e.g. é suficientemente 
grave para colocar em causa a noção de realidade e a atuação de acordo com esta?), o seu 
carácter permanente ou transitório, de que irá depender a necessidade de tratamento ou 
internamento (Checa, 2010) e se há nexo de causalidade entre esta e o facto praticado, ou 
seja, se o facto é expressão dessa anomalia psíquica. 

 
A imputabilidade não é excluída quando a anomalia psíquica tiver sido provocada pelo agente 
com intenção de praticar o facto ilícito (n.º 4 do artigo 20.º do CP). Um exemplo é o facto de 
um sujeito ter consumido substâncias tóxicas com o propósito de desinibir o seu 
comportamento e cometer um crime. 

 
O consumo de substâncias, pela sua importância enquanto potencial facilitador da passagem 
ao ato (Agulhas & Anciães, 2013) deve integrar os protocolos de avaliação, constituindo-se 
como elemento essencial na elaboração da história de desenvolvimento dos indivíduos. 
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Nas avaliações e intervenções com vítimas, designadamente as que desenvolvem perturbação 
de stress pós-traumático é importante ter em conta associação a perturbações ansiosas (e.g., 
ansiedade generalizada, ansiedade fóbica), depressivas, de consumo de substâncias e risco 
aumentado de suicídio, podendo evoluir no sentido de uma perturbação da personalidade 
(Albuquerque, Soares, Jesus, & Alves, 2003; APA, 2013; Casado-Blanco & Castellano-Arroyo, 
2013). As circunstâncias pessoais e contextuais da vítima podem amplificar ou perpetuar o 
impacto do evento traumático no seu estado psíquico e potenciar a tendência para iniciar ou 
agravar os consumos. 

 
Nestas situações é importante avaliar o  percurso  da pessoa nas várias dimensões da sua 
história de vida, perceber se houve situações stressantes e que estratégias de coping utilizou 
com as dificuldades. 

 
Nestes casos é importante explorar as potencialidades e as limitações individuais e perceber a 
forma como os vários acontecimentos vivenciados tiveram influência na estruturação da 
personalidade. 

* 
 

Os consumos excessivos de álcool têm impacto nas condições de vida e nas dinâmicas das 
famílias. As dependências podem interferir na tomada de decisões de consumo e ter impacto 
na gestão financeira dos rendimentos disponíveis levando, por exemplo, à existência de dívidas 
e à necessidade de contração de empréstimos. Estas dificuldades constituem fatores  de 
stresse acrescidos em dinâmicas interpessoais, frequentemente vulneráveis. Por outro lado, a 
dependência de álcool está relacionada com outras patologias do foro mental tais como 
perturbação de personalidade antissocial ou perturbações de humor. 

 
No que às relações familiares diz respeito, a investigação revela que o consumo de álcool está 
associado ao conflito parental e violência doméstica (entre adultos e contra crianças/jovens), 
ao aumento da agressividade e ao funcionamento familiar disfuncional. Nas famílias em que 
estão identificados problemas de dependência o risco de divórcio ou separação é duas vezes 
superior que em famílias sem este tipo de problemática. 

 
Embora não exista evidência que o abuso  de álcool  por parte das mães tenha maior ou 
impacto sobre as crianças que o consumo por parte do pai, os estudos neste domínio mostram 
que as crianças cujas mães são consumidoras têm maior probabilidade de estar expostas a 
uma maior diversidade de riscos – por exemplo, depressão materna (que frequentemente se 
reflete na disponibilidade emocional para a criança e irá afetar a qualidade do 
relacionamento). 

 
No que concerne às práticas parentais, o consumo de álcool está associado a comportamentos 
que configuram negligência ou maus tratos, nomeadamente: 

 
1) Insuficiente supervisão (e.g. condições de segurança, acompanhamento escolar), 

 
2) Inconsistência nas práticas – (e.g. autoritarismo, permissividade), 
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3) Rejeição, 
 

4) Expectativas irrealistas sobre as competências/habilidades das crianças, 
 

5) Expressão  inconsistente  de  afeto,  6)  comprometimento  da  vinculação  (relação 
emocional profunda), 

 
7) Inversão de papéis (e.g. a criança/adolescente assegura os cuidados ao adulto, a 
criança/adolescente não beneficia dos cuidados e afeição  necessários ao  seu bom 
desenvolvimento) e, 

 
8) Exposição a violência intraparental. 

 
Por outro lado e do ponto de vista do impacto no desenvolvimento da criança o alcoolismo dos 
potencia: 

 
1) Sentimentos de não ser amado, ou não ser digno de afeto, 

 
2) Exclusão social, 

 
3) Comprometimento  ao  nível  do  desenvolvimento  emocional  e  competências  de 
autorregulação, 

 
4) Reprodução dos comportamentos agressivos pela criança/jovem. 

 
Os dados estatísticos respeitantes às situações sinalizadas e acompanhadas no  âmbito  da 
Comissões de Proteção de Crianças e Jovens, indiciam que as referenciações por exposição a 
comportamentos que possam comprometer o bem-estar e desenvolvimento da criança têm 
uma expressão significativa não sendo, no entanto, possível discriminar com exatidão em que 
o número de situações em que a problemática do abuso de álcool está presente. 

 
A recolha de dados de diagnóstico traduzida nos Relatórios de Avaliação anual pela Comissão 
Nacional de Promoção dos Direitos e Proteção de Crianças e Jovens não contempla esta 
dimensão específica, pelo que se considera que esta omissão deverá ser corrigida 
futuramente. A caracterização desta realidade permitiria a conceção de programas de 
prevenção e intervenção vocacionados para a problemática. 

 
Os registos sobre o consumo de estupefacientes e de bebidas alcoólicas por crianças/jovens 
com processo de promoção e proteção instaurado nas CPCJ evidenciam um aumento desde 
2012. 

 
No ano de 2017 foram registadas 136 sinalizações em que a criança/jovem “assume 
comportamentos que afetam o seu bem-estar relacionados com o consumo de bebidas 
alcoólicas (5% do total de sinalizações em que a criança/jovem assume comportamentos que 
afetam o seu bem-estar) e 166 por exposição a comportamentos que possam comprometer o 
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bem-estar e desenvolvimento da criança relacionados com o consumo de bebidas alcoólicas 
(5% do total de sinalizações por exposição a comportamentos que possam comprometer o 
bem-estar e desenvolvimento da criança). 

 
Os valores registados nos dois últimos anos foram os mais elevados do último quinquénio. 
Estes dados parecem, no entanto, não traduzir a realidade e são incompatíveis com a 
estatística obtida pelos serviços de saúde e escolares, o que pode dever-se a incorreções de 
diagnóstico e tipificação das situações de perigo no contexto das CPCJ. 

 
No que diz respeito às intervenções junto das famílias, em que os Psicólogos desempenham 
um papel fulcral, destacam-se as medidas que integram estratégias de prevenção, promoção 
da saúde e intervenções breves, nomeadamente em contexto escolar, através da 
implementação de grupos psicoeducacionais, as intervenções terapêuticas individuais e as 
intervenções familiares (e.g. programas de promoção de competências parentais, programas 
de visitas domiciliárias, terapia familiar) implementadas por equipas multidisciplinares (e.g. 
CAFAP – Centro de Apoio Familiar e Aconselhamento Parental). 

 
Com o objetivo de assegurar a proteção da criança ou jovem integrada/o num contexto 
disfuncional em que a problemática dos consumos de álcool é determinante ou proporcionar 
um contexto adequado à adesão terapêutica quando o jovem apresenta dependência, pode 
justificar-se aplicação de uma medida de acolhimento residencial (quer em contexto de CPCJ, 
quer em sede judicial) entendida como uma oportunidade de reorganização para família e 
alteração dos padrões relacionais favorecedora da adesão terapêutica. 

 
* 

A tomada de decisões relativamente à aplicação de medida de promoção e proteção que se 
adequa à situação concreta da criança/jovem é de extrema complexidade. A análise implica 
frequentemente uma abordagem multidisciplinar, sendo os contributos das ciências 
psicológicas fundamentais para a compreensão  do impacto  das medidas no bem-estar da 
criança/jovem. 

 
É fundamental considerar que a institucionalização de crianças/jovens pode constituir um risco 
para o seu desenvolvimento com impacto significativo ao nível intelectual, físico, 
comportamental e socioemocional. 

 
Existe ampla investigação científica que demonstra que crianças expostas a cuidados em 
contexto institucional sofrem de “negligência estrutural” associada à existência de recursos 
físicos mínimos, prestação de cuidados instável ou inadequada, inadequação da qualidade das 
interações entre cuidador-criança. 

 
De acordo com o enquadramento jurídico nacional devem ser privilegiadas as soluções que 
permitam a manutenção da criança/jovem contexto familiar (e.g. medida de apoio junto dos 
pais, medida de apoio junto de outro familiar) em detrimento da aplicação da medida de 
acolhimento residencial. Embora as instituições de acolhimento apresentem atualmente 
indicadores de qualidade aceitáveis (e.g. rácio cuidadores/crianças, qualificação técnica dos 
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profissionais que integram as instituições) o afastamento da criança/jovem do seu contexto 
familiar, escolar e social pode contribuir para agravar vulnerabilidades prévias. 

 
São frequentes as situações em que, após o afastamento da família, se observa um 
agravamento de sentimentos de culpa na criança/jovem associados à incapacidade para 
assegurar a proteção do adulto (nos casos em que existe inversão de papéis) ou ao facto de 
interpretar esta decisão como um "castigo" decorrente do seu "mau comportamento". 

 
Dinâmicas deste tipo podem contribuir para o desenvolvimento de perturbações de ansiedade 
ou alterações comportamentais significativas e dificultar o processo de adaptação ao novo 
contexto. A conjugação de medidas que assegurem a permanência na família  com 
intervenções terapêuticas junto do(s) adulto(s) com problemas de consumo de substâncias (na 
vertente terapêutica e de promoção/consolidação de capacidades parentais) pode ser a 
solução mais adequada para a criança/jovem. 

 
Em situações de alcoolismo ou abuso frequente de bebidas alcoólicas e para a ponderação das 
variáveis que influenciam o exercício da parentalidade é essencial determinar: 

 
1) A severidade dos consumos, 

 
2) A duração dos consumos (atendendo a que quanto maior for a exposição, maior 
será o impacto), 

 
3) Padrões de consumo, 

 
4) Problemas  sociais  –  dificuldade  em  assegurar  tarefas  laborais  ou  domésticas, 
comprometimento das atividades sociais, laborais ou de trabalho, 

 
5) Número de elementos do agregado familiar que consomem, 

 
6) Fatores protetores (e.g. inexistência de comorbilidades psiquiátricas, existência de 
relações de qualidade com cuidadores alternativos), 

 
7) Coesão familiar e adaptabilidade resiliência da criança, 

 
8) Existência de figuras cuidadoras competentes para proporcionar afeto, controlo e 
disciplina e , 

 
9) Impacto  no  desenvolvimento  da  criança  (e.g.  prestação  de  cuidados  básicos, 
segurança, proteção, estimulação e afeto). 
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No que concerne às comorbilidades, por exemplo, a investigação associa o diagnóstico de 
alcoolismo e Personalidade Antissocial dos pais ao risco acrescido de desordens psiquiátricas 
na infância. O diagnóstico de perturbação de comportamento em crianças, está, por seu lado, 
relacionado com um estilo parental disfuncional, abuso de álcool e de cannabis. 

 
Assim, e face ao que antecede, a atuação do Psicólogo em situações de abuso de substâncias 
deve privilegiar a recolha de informação mais relevante e a avaliação de dimensões 
psicológicas mais relevantes (e.g. psicopatologia, qualidade da vinculação, práticas parentais) 
consoante a natureza do caso. 

 
O Psicólogo deve socorrer-se da literatura e das guidelines nacionais e/ou internacionais 
existentes na condução do processo  de avaliação  (e.g., violência doméstica, regulação  do 
exercício das responsabilidades parentais, abuso sexual). 

 
Está recomendada a recolha de dados sobre a história de desenvolvimento do sujeito, das 
dinâmicas familiares e sociais do sujeito, do percurso académico, profissional e de lazer, das 
relações afetivas, antecedentes criminais, psicológicos, psiquiátricos ou outros clínicos 
relevantes, incluindo tratamentos/internamentos que possam existir e eventual consumo de 
substâncias tóxicas, lícitas ou ilícitas (álcool, drogas e  medicamentos,  sobretudo 
psicofármacos) (Agulhas & Anciães, 2015). Deve, para além disso, ser considerada a motivação 
para uma possível mudança e a capacidade para reconhecer e satisfazer as necessidades da 
criança. Identificada a necessidade de tratamento deverão ser disponibilizadas respostas 
adequadas às necessidades que poderão passar por: 

 
1) Psicoeducação, 

 
2) Entrevista motivacional, 

 
3) Reestruturação cognitiva, 

 
4) Intervenções breves, 

 
5) Técnicas de reforço, 

 
6) Auto-monitorização, 

 
7) Treino de autocontrolo, 

 
8) Intervenção familiar, 

 
9) Planificação de metas e organização de tempo livre, 

 
10) Integração em grupos de autoajuda, 
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11) Ações de prevenção de recaídas (e.g. construção de um plano de prevenção de 
recaída, estratégias de regulação emocional, treino de competências comunicacionais, 
treino de competências de resolução de problemas, treino de competências socio- 
emocionais, integração de em grupos de prevenção de recaídas). 
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6. PERGUNTAS A EVA FERNANDES 
 

6.1. O consumo de álcool por parte de crianças e jovens 
com menos de 18 anos é ilegal. Em alguns casos mais do 
que o consumo em si a intensidade resulta em situações 
de embriaguez ou até mesmo de coma alcoólico. 

 

Em situações mais extremas estas situações são 
reincidentes. Como se pode, na sua opinião, posicionar a 
justiça, em face da lei, perante as diferentes realidades 
descritas e quais as medidas passiveis de serem 
adotadas? 

 
6.2. Falemos agora do Projeto piloto TAXA ZERO. Que 
projetos pode a DGRSP apresentar neste campo? Qual o 
eco dos mesmos? Como é que os tribunais têm aderido 
aos mesmos? 

 
 
 
 

Eva Fernandes 
Jurista 

Diretora de Serviços de Assessoria 
Técnica e Execução de Penas na 

Comunidade na Direção Geral de 
Reinserção e Serviços Prisionais 

 
6.3. Algumas situações trazidas a julgamento envolvem o comportamento desviante de 
jovens menores de 18 anos, que apresentam consumos de substâncias psicoativas em geral e 
de álcool em particular. 

 
O tribunal poderá decidir a retirada do jovem da sua família face à incapacidade da mesma 
para conter o comportamento do jovem, determinando o seu internamento em comunidades 
terapêuticas. 

 
Contudo algumas das instituições para as quais os jovens são encaminhados, estão 
organizadas para populações adultas não tendo como tal uma resposta específica para jovens 
em fase de desenvolvimento e nos quais os comportamentos aditivos ainda não estão 
necessariamente enraizados. 

 
Como analisa, a partir da sua experiência, a difícil opção entre a promoção do processo de 
mudança em regime de internamento e o risco de exposição dos jovens a programas não 
adaptados à sua realidade? 

 
Como é que a justiça avalia a adequação da instituição para responder à situação em 
julgamento? 

 
E como avalia a eficácia da sua decisão? 

 
A participação na Mesa Redonda sobre o tema “o álcool, a saúde e os outros…”, promovida 
pelo Centro de Estudos Judiciários e pelo Serviço de Intervenção nos Comportamentos 
Aditivos e nas Dependências, permitiu que os conceitos e fundamentos de intervenção no que 
se refere concretamente ao uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool tivessem ganho uma maior 
projeção em cada uma das perspetivas institucionais, invocando o reforço das práticas de 
interligação e complementaridade. 
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Sendo a Direção-Geral de Reinserção e Serviços Prisionais (DGRSP) o organismo responsável, 
no Sistema de Justiça, pela assessoria técnica aos tribunais, no âmbito do apoio à tomada de 
decisão, e pela execução de penas e medidas privativas da liberdade e na comunidade, 
nomeadamente com recurso à vigilância eletrónica, em processos penais e tutelares 
educativos, à sua intervenção importam os fatores que estão associados à criminalidade e a 
compreensão sistémica das condições que estão subjacentes ao  comportamento 
delinquencial. 

 
Nesta reflexão temos por referência a Pessoa, criança ou adulto, que entra em contacto com o 
Sistema de Justiça, motivado, ou não, pelo uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool, podendo ser 
equacionadas: 

 
(a) Situações em que o consumo de bebidas alcoólicas se associa a um comportamento 
– condução de veículo – que pode configurar a prática de contraordenação (sujeita a 
coima e inibição de conduzir) ou a prática de crime6 para o qual se preveja a aplicação 
de pena de prisão ou de multa e ainda de pena acessória ou a determinação  da 
suspensão provisória do processo mediante o cumprimento de injunções; 

 
(b) Situações em que a pessoa, alvo da intervenção da justiça, independentemente da 
tipologia criminal que está subjacente ao processo, apresenta como fator de risco o 
uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool e, logo, a intervenção ou tratamento  como 
necessidade, ou seja, em que aquele comportamento eleva o risco de reincidência 
criminal conduzindo à sua priorização em sede de plano de intervenção. 

 
No plano da intervenção, a implantação de serviços a nível regional e local7 favorece a 
proximidade geográfica ao meio familiar e social em que a pessoa se integra, no qual as 
autoridades judiciárias e as entidades públicas e particulares prosseguem finalidades próprias 
e/ou comuns. 

 
Tal como a DGRSP, nas atribuições de vários serviços afirmam-se propósitos de reinserção 
social (ex. Segurança Social, Saúde), porém e sob pena de resultarem conflitos de intervenção, 
nomeadamente do campo da execução de penas e medidas não privativas da liberdade, seja 
por sobreposição, seja por omissão, é importante que se identifique e reconheça o âmbito e 
paradigma de intervenção da DGRSP, pela sua especificidade e marca distintiva na prevenção 
da reincidência criminal e, nessa perspetiva, a importância do desenvolvimento de condições 
favorecedoras de integração pacífica na sociedade e/ou de reinserção social. No âmbito da 
justiça, a reinserção social deve ser entendida como um direito e um dever do condenado, 
uma função do Estado e um compromisso para a sociedade. 

 
 
 
 

 

6Condução perigosa de veículo rodoviário e Condução de veículo em estado de embriaguez ou sob a 
influência de estupefacientes ou substâncias psicotrópicas. 
7A  DGRSP  integra  serviços  centrais  e  serviços  desconcentrados,  sendo  estes  constituídos  por 
estabelecimentos prisionais, delegações regionais de reinserção - que integram as equipas de reinserção 
social -, equipas de vigilância eletrónica e centros educativos. 
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A avaliação técnica realizada pela DGRSP concorre, invariavelmente, para definir a necessidade 
de intervenção no caso concreto, recorrendo a um conjunto de respostas tidas como 
fundamentais para a promoção de (re)inserção social e que são concomitantemente da esfera 
de responsabilidade e competência de outras instituições públicas ou particulares. 

 
Tais respostas, de natureza diversa, dependem não só da capacidade de ação dos serviços 
competentes ou vocacionados para intervir em pessoas com problemáticas específicas, mas 
igualmente da capacidade da DGRSP  para as envolver nesse desígnio  comum, através do 
desenvolvimento de metodologias que potenciem a intervenção conjunta, que partilha uma 
linguagem comum e promove a racionalização de recursos. 

 
A intervenção da DGRSP, sobretudo na execução de penas e medidas na comunidade, está 
assente numa visão holística da situação da pessoa e das suas necessidades, sendo exigida 
uma intervenção para a qual concorrem diferentes serviços, da saúde ao emprego, passando 
pela segurança social e pelas forças de segurança. A multidisciplinariedade e a 
interinstitucionalidade constituem-se, assim, como vetores metodológicos essenciais da 
intervenção técnico-operativa no âmbito da execução de penas e medidas. 

 
Atualmente, a DGRSP promove o desenvolvimento e aplicação de métodos de trabalho 
contemporâneos, sobretudo resultantes da investigação quanto às boas práticas em matéria 
de prevenção da reincidência, pelo que progressivamente tem vindo a consolidar orientações 
e procedimentos técnicos de avaliação, de planificação e de execução de penas e medidas na 
comunidade, assentes no modelo Risco-Necessidades-Responsividade8 e, consequentemente, 
no uso de instrumentos técnicos que permitem a avaliação de fatores de risco de reincidência. 
Concretamente, no desenvolvimento da atividade técnico-operativa é realizada uma avaliação 
dos fatores de risco estáticos e dinâmicos, das caraterísticas do infrator, bem como a 
identificação de outras necessidades e dos fatores que podem condicionar a responsividade, 
avaliação esta que permitirá definir o plano de reinserção social e projetar uma intervenção 
mais individualizada. 

 
De entre os fatores de risco dinâmicos e, por isso, suscetíveis de promover e impulsionar a 
mudança, encontramos na literatura o uso nocivo ou a dependência de substâncias, sejam elas 
substâncias legais (ex. álcool) ou ilegais (ex. heroína ou anfetaminas). 

 
Para além de outras consequências resultantes do uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool, é de 
referir especialmente a facilitação da agressividade e da violência, de que resulta a prática de 
crimes, de maus-tratos, de violência doméstica, de ofensas graves ou mesmo de homicídio e a 
ocorrência de acidentes rodoviários sob influência do álcool. 

 
Há efetivamente uma relação entre o uso nocivo ou dependência do álcool e a criminalidade, 
bem como uma maior probabilidade de reincidência quando existe um historial de consumo, 
para além de outras variáveis. 

 
 

 
 

8Andrews, Bonta e Hodge, 1990. 
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Ora, se o uso nocivo ou dependência do álcool é um problema de saúde e constitui, no âmbito 
da justiça, um exemplo manifesto de uma necessidade criminógena a debelar para um 
profícuo processo de reinserção social, é imprescindível uma avaliação e intervenção integrada 
das vertentes da justiça e da saúde, devendo emergir a priorização de uma atuação 
estruturada e oportuna em  cada momento  tendo subjacente uma linguagem  comum  dos 
intervenientes. 

* 
 

1. Intervenção diferenciada na DGRSP na área penal 
 

a. A TAXA.ZERO 
 

Atualmente é consensual que a intervenção de forma diferenciada junto dos delinquentes é a 
que tem maior probabilidade de ser eficaz no sentido da redução da reincidência. Há 
evidências científicas que demonstram que a eficácia da intervenção decorre da 
correspondência que se consiga estabelecer entre os seus conteúdos (o que se aplica), os 
destinatários (a quem se aplica) e os contextos (como se processa)9. 

 
Acolhendo estas premissas, a DGRSP procurou salvaguardar o equilíbrio entre três vetores 
fundamentais: o que a lei consagra, o que é técnica e cientificamente necessário e adequado 
para o caso concreto e a capacidade de resposta do Sistema de Justiça. Quanto a este último 
aspeto, desde 2007, foi constatado o progressivo aumento do número de pedidos judiciais em 
processo penal, nomeadamente no âmbito do  Suspensão Provisória do Processo, em  que 
sobressaía a desadequação de respostas dirigidas à problemática criminal e/ou focalizadas no 
perfil de necessidades criminógenas específicas da pessoa. 

 
Consequentemente, visando a conceção de respostas dirigidas ao padrão de injunções judiciais 
aplicadas e tipicamente associadas a determinadas formas específicas de criminalidade, a 
DGRSP alavancou um conjunto de Respostas de Reinserção Social (RSS) passíveis de se 
constituírem como injunção judicial, nos termos do n.º 1, alínea e),do artigo 281.º do Código 
do Processo Penal (cf. “frequentar certos programas ou atividades”). 

 
Tais Respostas de Reinserção Social foram integradas na Diretiva n.º 1/2014 da Procuradoria- 
Geral da República10, considerando que são criminologicamente mais dirigidas às necessidades 
de intervenção inerentes à tipologia criminal, tal como é o caso da Licença.com desenhada 
para arguido(a)s indiciados pela prática do crime de condução de veículo sem habilitação legal 
e da Taxa.zero para arguido(a)s indiciados pela prática do crime de condução de veículo em 
estado de embriaguez (CVEE), que se apresenta em seguida com maior detalhe. 

 
A Taxa.zero é uma atividade estruturada que visa a promoção de competências reflexivas 
sobre a prática do crime de CVEE e do exercício de um comportamento rodoviário alternativo 
e responsável, sendo ministrada a nível nacional por técnicos da DGRSP. 

 
 

 

9Cf. Andrews, Bonta &Hoge, 1990; cit. Andrews & Bonta & Wormith, 2011; Andrews & Bonta, 2010. 
10 Com as alterações introduzidas pela Diretiva 1/2015, de 30 de abril e Instrução 1/2018 de 27 de abril. 
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Esta atividade estruturada é especialmente dirigida a arguido(a)s: 
 

• Indiciados pela prática do crime de CVEE; 
 

• Primários neste tipo de crime ou noutros da mesma natureza; 
 

• Com habilitação legal para conduzir; 
 

• Condutores não profissionais; 
 

• Sem indicadores evidentes de consumo dependente de bebidas alcoólicas; 
 

• Recetivos à intervenção da Justiça. 
 

A atividade Taxa.zero é composta pelas seguintes componentes: 
 

• Componente  1:  Entrevistas  com  o  técnico  de  reinserção  social,  tendo  em  vista  a 
monitorização da execução da atividade. 

 
• Componente 2: Sessão sobre álcool e comportamento rodoviário, ministrada por 

técnicos da DGRSP, visando influenciar as intenções dos arguido(a)s relativamente à 
CVEE (com 3 horas de duração, independentemente de ser desenvolvida 
individualmente ou em grupo). 

 
• Componente 3: Questionário de autoavaliação e ponderação comportamental 

relativamente à CVEE, entregue ao arguido(a) no final da sessão de sensibilização, 
tendo como finalidade a consolidação de informação sobre a CVEE e a apresentação 
de estratégias de (re)organização pessoal tendentes à prevenção da reincidência. 

 
• Componente 4: Controlo da reincidência através de articulação com Órgãos de Polícia 

Criminal da zona de residência do arguido(a). 
 

• Componente  5:  Sujeição  do  arguido(a)  a  consulta  de  alcoologia,  passível  de  ser 
acionada pelo técnico de reinserção social nas situações em que: 

 
 O arguido(a) apresenta indicadores de uso nocivo ou dependência alcoólica, ou 

 
 Sempre que o arguido(a) revele vontade de se sujeitar a avaliação médica do seu 

padrão de consumo de bebidas alcoólicas, como forma de potenciar a adoção de 
comportamentos alternativos à CVEE. 

 
Naquilo que se correlaciona com a área da saúde (componente 5), a DGRSP encontrava-se 
limitada ao encaminhamento das pessoas para aqueles serviços, o que se revelou ineficiente, 
sem impacto e, por vezes, extemporâneo. Ora, tratando-se de uma problemática ligada ao 
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álcool, fazia todo o sentido cooptarem-se as valências especializadas para intervir diretamente 
e de forma integrada no contexto da justiça. 

 
Foi neste contexto que, em abril de 2017, surgiu o projeto piloto TAXA ZERO, em que a DGRSP 
iniciou a articulação com a Divisão de Intervenção nos Comportamentos Aditivos e nas 
Dependências (DICAD) da Administração Regional de Saúde de Lisboa e Vale do tejo, IP 
(ARSLVT, IP), no sentido de integrar um Acordo pré-existente entre a DGRSP e a Procuradoria 
da República junto do Juízo Local de Pequena Criminalidade de Lisboa. 

 
Partindo da análise de resultados e da delimitação de papéis foi possível estabelecer um 
Protocolo de Cooperação em 22 de maio de 2018, no âmbito do qual a Procuradoria da 
República da Comarca de Lisboa, a DGRSP e a DICAD da ARSLVT,I.P. efetuam um trabalho 
integrado que contempla uma intervenção criminalmente dirigida e que, simultaneamente, 
permite o encaminhamento para tratamento voluntário nas equipas da área da saúde 
daqueles arguido(a)s que, após avaliação efetuada pelos Técnicos da DICAD, apresentem sinais 
de uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool. 

 
No âmbito deste projeto, a DICAD colabora com a DGRSP na dinamização da sessão de 
sensibilização “Álcool e comportamento Rodoviário”, no período da manhã (e sem prejuízo de 
poder ocorrer a intervenção correspondente à componente 5) e, no período da tarde, todos os 
arguido(a)s são sujeitos a uma entrevista de avaliação de saúde pelos profissionais da DICAD, 
sendo recomendado o tratamento àqueles que necessitem ou que o solicitem. 

 
Em 2018 foram integrados no projeto cerca de 350 arguido(a)s, sendo que em finais de 2019 
está programada a apresentação dos primeiros indicadores de resultados deste projeto. 

 
Esta parceria, por si só, tem vindo a revelar-se fundamental e audaz, na medida em que traz 
para a esfera da execução de penas e medidas uma entidade da área da saúde com resposta 
dirigida às problemáticas mais frequentes e que, anteriormente, eram asseguradas pelos 
organismos da justiça através do clássico encaminhamento institucional. 

 
Intervir conjuntamente, num mesmo espaço, sem grande intervalo de tempo entre a prática 
criminal e a resposta judicial, com o propósito de colmatar as necessidades específicas da 
pessoa e da sociedade em geral, são vetores que parece-nos materializar a finalidade das 
penas e medidas. 

 
 

b. Programa STOP – RESPONSABILIDADE E SEGURANÇA 
 

De acordo com os princípios de intervenção eficaz, a supervisão dos serviços deve ser tanto 
mais intensiva quanto maior for o nível de risco. 

 
Se a Taxa.zero é indicada para pessoas com nível de risco muito baixo ou baixo, o Programa 
STOP, por seu turno, está indicado para níveis de risco mais elevados. 
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O Programa STOP – Responsabilidade e Segurança foi concebido para uma intervenção 
estruturada e diferenciada dirigida a indivíduos indiciados ou condenados por crime de 
condução de veículos em estado de embriaguez, que visa a redução da reincidência neste tipo 
de comportamento criminal e a promoção da prática de uma condução segura. 

 
A elegibilidade para o Programa STOP está condicionada à verificação simultânea dos 
seguintes critérios: 

 
• Ter sido proferida decisão judicial de imposição de frequência do Programa pelo crime de 

condução de veículo em estado de embriaguez; 
 

• A medida de natureza probatória ter duração mínima de 1 ano; 
 

• Os arguido(a)s devem estar legalmente habilitados para a condução de veículos a motor, 
mesmo que lhes tenha sido imposta a pena acessória de proibição de conduzir veículos 
com motor ou a cassação do título e interdição da concessão do título de condução de 
veículo a motor; 

 
• A obtenção, por parte do tribunal, do consentimento do arguido(a) para sujeição a 

consulta de alcoologia e submissão a tratamento se tal necessidade for diagnosticada 
pelos serviços competentes; 

 
• O arguido(a) não ter frequentado o Programa STOP nos últimos 3 anos. 

 
O Programa STOP, com duração de um ano, focaliza a sua intervenção nos fatores ou 
problemáticas com relevância e impacto direto no comportamento criminal em questão e que, 
sendo fatores dinâmicos, podem ser alterados para que os comportamentos da pessoa se 
enquadrem no ordenamento jurídico-penal em vigor. 

 
O programa STOP tem como objetivo a mudança de comportamento associado a condução de 
veículo em estado de embriaguez, através da reflexão crítica da CVEE e da aprendizagem e 
modelagem de comportamentos alternativos, trabalhados em 4 componentes: 

 
• Componente 1: Entrevistas com o técnico de reinserção social; 

 
• Componente 2: Sujeição a consulta de alcoologia para despiste de problemas de 

alcoolismo e avaliação da necessidade de tratamento médico (o que pressupõe o 
consentimento da pessoa), em data e serviço de saúde a indicar à pessoa pelos serviços de 
reinserção social; 

 
• Componente 3: Frequência do Curso “Condução de Veículo em Estado de Embriaguez – 

Estratégias de Prevenção da Reincidência”, ministrado pela DGRSP em 4 sessões. Este 
curso tem conteúdo informativo e de reflexão, implicando uma dinâmica de grupo e 
assume uma intervenção de cariz cognitivo comportamental, baseando-se no pressuposto 
de que os indivíduos são ativos e pró-ativos, possuem potencial de mudança e capacidade 
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de aquisição e manutenção de novas estratégias comportamentais. A interiorização da 
necessidade de mudança de comportamento implica por parte do indivíduo, as noções de 
transgressão, de consequência e causalidade, de que o seu comportamento afeta  os 
outros e que cada um tem um papel central na mudança, através de esforço pessoal. 

 
• Componente 4: Frequência do Curso “Prevenção e Segurança Rodoviária”, ministrado pela 

Prevenção Rodoviária Portuguesa mediante o pagamento de 220 euros pelo condenado, 
em data e lugar que são indicados pelos serviços de reinserção social, visando a 
ultrapassar os défices no que respeita a esclarecimento e competências quanto a práticas 
compatíveis com uma condução segura. 

 
Também na estruturação do Programa, e a par do acompanhamento da execução de penas e 
medidas judiciais pela DGRSP, revelou-se fundamental contemplar a articulação com entidades 
competentes, neste caso, vocacionadas para intervir na área da saúde e na prevenção e 
segurança rodoviária. 

 
 

2. O caso particular das crianças e jovens 
 

Independentemente das razões que poderão estar subjacentes ao aumento do número de 
crianças e jovens sinalizados às Comissões de Proteção de Crianças e Jovens “por terem ou 
estarem expostos a comportamentos relacionados com bebidas alcoólicas”11, importa enfatizar 
que os efeitos do consumo de bebidas alcoólicas são mais preocupantes nos jovens, conforme 
consta do Decreto-Lei n.º 106/2015, de 16 de junho12, porquanto “se constata que a relação 
entre estes padrões de consumo e a sua precocidade é responsável por uma maior 
probabilidade de ocorrência de dependência alcoólica, assim como de consequências diretas a 
nível do sistema nervoso central, com défices cognitivos e de memória, limitações a nível da 
aprendizagem e, bem assim, ao nível do desempenho profissional”. 

 
Da análise deste regime de disponibilização, venda e consumo de bebidas alcoólicas em locais 
públicos e em locais abertos ao público, proibindo a prática destas atividades relativamente a 
menores de idade, pode-se constatar que o legislador não quis “sancionar ou penalizar 
comportamentos”, o que nos remete, por um lado, para uma dimensão preventiva com maior 
expressão, na qual se visa a minimização dos efeitos nocivos do álcool e, por outro, para a 
intervenção de instituições competentes na área da promoção e proteção, desejavelmente 
mais estruturada do ponto de vista individual da criança ou jovem, quando estiverem em 
causa a intoxicação alcoólica ou reincidência. 

 
Em face do que está legislado em Portugal no que diz respeito às crianças e jovens, o primeiro 
apontamento vai para a Lei de Promoção e Proteção de Crianças e Jovens em Perigo13  que 

 
 

 

11 Cf. Relatório Anual sobre A Situação do País em Matéria de Álcool, 2017, do Serviço de Intervenção 
nos Comportamento Aditivos e nas Dependências. 
12 Procede à primeira alteração ao Decreto-Lei n.º 50/2013, de 16 de abril. 
13 Lei n.º 147/99, de 1 de setembro, com as últimas alterações introduzidas pela Lei n.º 26/2018, de 05 
de julho. 
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contempla um conjunto de princípios que orientam a intervenção para a promoção  dos 
direitos e proteção da criança, dos quais destacaríamos: intervenção precoce, intervenção 
mínima, proporcionalidade e atualidade, responsabilidade parental e o da subsidiariedade, 
ditando este último princípio que a intervenção deve ser efetuada sucessivamente pelas 
entidades com competência em matéria da infância e juventude, pelas comissões de proteção 
de crianças e jovens (de entre outros está o representante da saúde) e, em última instância, 
pelos tribunais. 

 
A par desta previsão legal, num segundo apontamento reportamo-nos à Lei Tutelar Educativa 
que é aplicável a crianças e jovens a partir dos 12 anos que entram em contacto com o sistema 
da justiça pelo cometimento de facto qualificado pela lei como crime. Não obstante, 
configuram-se situações de perigo que requerem a conexão com a Lei de Proteção de Crianças 
e Jovens, através dos interlocutores responsáveis pela aplicação e execução das medidas, e 
que se revela facilitada pelos princípios comuns que presidem a ambas as leis. 

 
Efetivamente, o contacto de uma criança ou  jovem com  o sistema de justiça pode fazer 
sobressair uma problemática específica, no entanto na base dessa problemática poderão estar 
associados outros fatores de natureza pessoal, familiar, escolar e social que, por si requerem 
intervenções específicas e integradas. 

 
Do ponto de vista da intervenção técnica no âmbito do processo tutelar educativo, se as 
Equipas de Reinserção Social identificarem o uso nocivo de álcool ou dependência como uma 
variável associada ao comportamento delinquente, a sua intervenção, partindo da já referida 
avaliação e gestão do risco, centrar-se-á de uma forma global no jovem, na família e no meio, 
fazendo convergir os recursos educativos e sociais disponibilizados pelas instituições públicas e 
particulares, potenciando assim os fatores de proteção necessários ao desenvolvimento do 
jovem e promotores do reforço dos seus vínculos às instâncias socializadoras. Porque a 
intervenção se contextualiza na justiça tutelar educativa – prossecução das finalidades das 
medidas tutelares educativas – é fundamental o enfoque na responsabilização do jovem e na 
mudança comportamental e atitudinal. 

 
Independentemente dos factos qualificados pela lei como crime subjacentes ao processo 
tutelar educativo, se o uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool for identificado como fator de 
risco e/ou considerado nefasto para o desenvolvimento saudável do jovem, o 
encaminhamento, articulação e intervenção das estruturas da saúde deve integrar-se nas 
condições/obrigações determinadas na decisão judicial ou efetuar-se por iniciativa do próprio 
ou família. Aqui deve ficar patente que a motivação para a mudança é uma variável 
fundamental no resultado da intervenção14 e que o conhecimento sobre a dinâmica dos 
processos de mudança permite saber que aspetos são mais determinantes em cada fase do 
processo e que estratégias são mais úteis nesse processo. 

 
Tal como referido, a intervenção tutelar educativa é orientada para as necessidades 
identificadas no jovem, pelo que a medida tutelar de imposição de obrigações (cf. artigo 14º, 

 
 

 

14 Prochaska & DiClemente, 1982; Miller & Rollnick, 1991. 
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n.º 2, alínea e), e n.º 3) ou de acompanhamento educativo (cf. artigo 16º) podem contemplar a 
obrigação de se submeter a tratamento, cabendo aos serviços de saúde optar pelas 
abordagens e/ou intervenções consideradas mais ajustadas ao caso concreto, eventualmente 
mais intrusivas, como seja o internamento em comunidade terapêutica. O tratamento pode 
ser efetuado em diferentes tipos de enquadramentos e estruturas, recorrer a  diferentes 
formas de intervenção e ter uma duração variável. 

 
Iniciado o processo terapêutico são sucessivamente cooptadas intervenções específicas que, 
se determinado judicialmente, apenas poderá prosseguir após o termo da medida judicial por 
iniciativa e vontade do próprio. O tempo de duração das medidas tutelares nem sempre é 
suficiente para completar etapas fundamentais na intervenção ou para atingir os objetivos 
propostos, sabendo-se que o incumprimento da medida tutelar pode ocorrer por razões 
distintas das que estão subjacentes à intervenção dos serviços da saúde. Porém, se a duração 
da medida tutelar educativa não permitir reduzir ou superar as necessidades detetadas, deve 
promover-se a continuidade da intervenção pelas instituições do meio, no qual aquele se 
insere. 

 
A abordagem desta problemática pelas equipas de reinserção  social centra-se nas rotinas 
quotidianas dos jovens e na preparação dos sistemas sociais para a corresponsabilização nos 
processos de inserção, de forma a enquadrar, dar consistência e sequência às mudanças 
individuais operadas. Estes requerem uma intervenção integrada, centrada nas suas 
necessidades e uma coordenação e participação ativa das entidades da comunidade. Assim, 
perante a problemática em causa é imperiosa a intervenção dos serviços de saúde, com a 
colaboração de diversos recursos terapêuticos, quer em regime ambulatório quer em regime 
de internamento, nomeadamente Unidades de Saúde, Comunidades Terapêuticas, Unidades 
de Alcoologia, Casas de Saúde e Grupos de suporte terapêutico. 

 
O acompanhamento da execução da medida tutelar educativa pela equipa de reinserção social 
assume um papel determinante na oportunidade de mudança dos jovens em situação de 
reabilitação da dependência alcoólica, promovendo nomeadamente as condições para que 
aqueles não venham a confrontar-se novamente com a lei ou a incorrer no incumprimento da 
medida tutelar. 

 
O quadro legal existente parece ser suficiente para salvaguardar as situações das crianças e 
jovens que se colocam em perigo, nomeadamente pelo uso nocivo ou dependência de álcool 
ou por estarem expostas a contextos a ele associados. Urge, no entanto, que as instituições 
vocacionadas e legitimadas para intervir invistam em metodologias de  trabalho  que 
privilegiem a intervenção precoce e em rede, e por isso, mais integrativas e transversais. 
Admitindo a inevitabilidade de adotar globalmente medidas proibitivas nesta matéria, a nível 
local e regional cada vez mais devem ser encontradas respostas voltadas para a população 
jovem, partindo da sua caraterização, das suas necessidades e do levantamento dos recursos 
comunitários existentes, por forma a promover fatores de proteção. 

 
O envolvimento dos jovens na procura de soluções ou alternativas; o estabelecimento de uma 
efetiva comunicação; o recurso aos meios por eles mais utilizados (redes sociais); a influência 
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positiva dos pares; a criação de espaços de convívio, onde os jovens possam retirar prazer, mas 
sem que tenham que vivenciar o risco do uso nocivo de álcool, afiguram-se como vetores 
fundamentais no alinhamento das estratégias em curso. Efetivamente, são os jovens os 
interlocutores chave para nos darem a sua leitura da realidade e das suas motivações e 
expetativas. 

 
O uso nocivo de álcool tem um grande impacto nos sistemas de saúde e de segurança social e 
acarreta custos elevados ao sistema de justiça e no que respeita à ordem e segurança públicas, 
pelo que a deteção precoce é determinante para a redução significativa de custos em todos 
estes contextos, elevando qualitativamente a saúde e bem-estar das pessoas ao longo da vida 
e contribuindo para a prevenção da criminalidade. 
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7. PERGUNTAS A PAULO DUARTE SANTOS 
 

7.1. Situemo-nos  no  tema  da  embriaguez/alcoolismo  como 
fundamento da justa causa de despedimento. 

 
Qual a Relevância disciplinar para despedimento? 

 

• Que grau de conhecimento, e consequente licitude da sua 
utilização, pode o empregador ter sobre o consumo de 
álcool do trabalhador? 

 
• Que testes de despistagem? 

 
• Que outras fontes? 

 
 
 
 

Paulo Duarte Santos 
Procurador da República 

e Docente do CEJ 

 
O consumo excessivo e a fundamentação da justa causa de despedimento: 

 
• Só por si, o consumo excessivo pode justificar o despedimento com justa causa? 

 
• É indiferente, para esse efeito, a embriaguez do alcoolismo? 

 
 

7.2. Que dizer do controlo do consumo de álcool nas relações de trabalho –  a questão da 
licitude da imposição de realização de testes de alcoolemia pelo empregador? 

 
Qual a situação actual: 

 
• Para certas categorias de trabalhadores? 

 
• Para todos os trabalhadores? 

Consequências da recusa: 

• Desobediência à ordem do empregador? 
 

• Presunção de consumo excessivo de álcool? 
 
 

7.3. Ocupemo-nos agora da problemática do acidente de trabalho sofrido sob a influência do 
álcool. 

 
Eventual desoneração de responsabilidade em caso de acidente de trabalho: 

 
– A descaraterização do acidente de trabalho 

 
• Por negligência grosseira? 
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• Por privação do uso da razão? 
 

• Ou por violação das regras de segurança? 
 

– A jurisprudência na análise da descaracterização por negligência grosseira: 
 

• É demasiadamente rígida na apreciação da exclusividade da embriaguez como causa da 
produção do acidente? 

 
• A benevolência que daí resulta em relação ao comportamento do trabalhador deveria ser 

combatida por alteração legislativa? 
 
 

I. O controlo do consumo de álcool nas relações de trabalho 
 

1. A questão da licitude da imposição de realização de testes de alcoolemia pelo empregador 
 

1.1. Situação atual: 
 

– Para certas categorias de trabalhadores? 
 

– Para todos os trabalhadores? 
 

O consumo de álcool, bem como de qualquer outra substância legal, encontra-se no domínio 
da esfera privada de cada cidadão, sendo que, se as consequências desse consumo não 
implicarem qualquer repercussão em relação a terceiros, dir-se-ia, de uma forma algo 
simplista, que só ao mesmo diz respeito. 

 
A realização de testes de despistagem de consumo excessivo de álcool pelo empregador tem 
como questão precedente, precisamente, a de saber se o empregador pode proibir que os 
seus trabalhadores exerçam funções tendo ingerido bebidas alcoólicas, ou, pelo menos, não 
tendo ingerido em excesso esse tipo de bebidas. 

 
É que se o empregador não tiver esse poder, desde logo não se colocaria a possibilidade da 
realização de exames para a pesquisa de álcool. 

 
A resposta àquela primeira questão não se encontra propriamente na nossa legislação laboral, 
já que não se deteta qualquer norma sobre essa matéria no conjunto dos diplomas legais 
reguladores das relações laborais. 
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Mas, em termos gerais e consensuais, tem-se por adquirido que o consumo excessivo de álcool 
em contexto laboral tem consequências na produtividade, absentismo, sinistralidade e 
conflitualidade15. 

 
Daí que o consumo de álcool esteja ligado à possibilidade de incumprimento dos deveres que 
emanam do próprio contrato de trabalho para o trabalhador, nomeadamente no dever de 
executar as suas tarefas com assiduidade, zelo e diligência, no dever de proceder à 
conservação e boa utilização de bens e equipamentos da empresa e no dever de contribuir 
para a obtenção de bons resultados da mesma, conforme expressamente resulta do artigo 
128.º, n.º 1, als. b, c), g) e h), do CT16. 

 
Parece, assim, ser legítimo ao empregador a imposição ao trabalhador do dever de se abster 
de consumir bebidas alcoólicas no trabalho, ou de trabalhar sob a sua influência, de forma a 
que se encontre garantido um mínimo de condições para o trabalhador poder cumprir os 
deveres que emanam do seu contrato de trabalho. 

 
Pelo que não existem quaisquer dúvidas, atualmente, que o empregador tem o direito a limitar 
a ingestão desse tipo de bebidas, pelo menos em relação a profissionais ligados à necessidade 
de um alto nível de segurança, ou de um desempenho específico, no exercício das  suas 
funções. 

 
Apesar de essa restrição entrar em colisão com a liberdade que o trabalhador tem, enquanto 
cidadão, de consumir bebidas alcoólicas, tendo em conta que, no nosso país, esse consumo 
não é proibido – o trabalhador não perde, obviamente, a sua qualidade de cidadão ao dispor 
onerosamente da sua força de trabalho... 

 
Uma vez que não resulta de qualquer diploma legal, tal imposição tem, assim, que constar 
expressamente de regulamento interno da empresa (RI) ou de instrumento de regulamentação 
coletivo de trabalho (IRCT). 

 
Coloca-se, a seguir, outro problema, qual seja o de saber sobre o valor da taxa de alcoolemia 
que pode ser permitida, em face da omissão completa das leis laborais no tocante a este 
aspeto. 

 
Na ausência de outra referência, tem sido entendido, quase que se diria de uma forma 
unânime, que deve ser considerada a taxa geral aplicável à circulação rodoviária, ou seja, a TAS 
igual ou superior a 0,5 g/l, prevista no artigo 81.º, n.º 2, do Código da Estrada (CE). 

 
 

 

* O presente texto serviu de base para a intervenção efetuada na mesa redonda da ação de formação sob o tema 
“Álcool e Justiça”, que decorreu em 12 de abril de 2019, no Centro de Estudos Judiciários, pelo que, em face do seu 
objetivo, encontra-se simplificado. 
** Procurador da República e Docente do CEJ. 
15 Cf. Perdigão, Carlos, Testes de Alcoolémia e Direitos dos Trabalhadores. Minerva - Revista de Estudos Laborais, 
Ano I, n.º 2, março de 2003, p. 13 e ss. 
16 Cf. Rato, João, Controlo do consumo de álcool e estupefacientes no contexto laboral, conferência realizada no 
VI Colóquio sobre Direito do Trabalho, do Supremo Tribunal de Justiça, 2014, p. 3. Disponível na Internet: <URL:   
https://www.stj.pt/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/controloconsumoaecl.pdf> 
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Ultrapassada também esta questão, surge então outro problema conexo com a mesma, que 
reside sobre a possibilidade do empregador poder realizar testes de despistagem de álcool aos 
seus trabalhadores. 

 
Como é óbvio, de nada, ou pelo menos de pouco, serviria ao empregador ter a possibilidade 
de limitar o trabalho sob a influência do álcool, mas não poder controlar o cumprimento dessa 
sua ordem. 

 
Só que aqui o empregador já entra em colisão não só com o direito à liberdade do trabalhador 
de consumir álcool, mas também com o seu direito à integridade pessoal (física e moral), e, 
com mais incidência, com o seu direito à reserva da vida privada. 

 
Com efeito, a deteção de álcool no sangue, quer na admissão de um contrato de trabalho, 
quer no âmbito da execução de um contrato de trabalho, consubstancia diligência que tem por 
objetivo uma informação relativa à saúde do trabalhador, e, como tal, inserida também no 
âmbito da esfera da vida privada deste. 

 
Ora, a proteção da reserva da vida privada encontra-se inserida no âmbito da tutela dos 
direitos de personalidade, os quais, enquanto direitos fundamentais, gozam de vasta proteção, 
conferida tanto pela legislação internacional, como pela legislação nacional. 

 
Só revisitando a legislação nacional, importa referir a nível constitucional as normas de reserva 
da vida privada previstas nos artigos 25.º e 26.º da Constituição da República Portuguesa 
(CRP), e, no âmbito da legislação infraconstitucional, pelos artigos 70º e 72º a 80.º do Código 
Civil (CC). 

 
Por sua vez, o trabalhador encontra-se particularmente protegido em relação à sua vida 
privada, não só pela legislação comum a qualquer cidadão, mas por legislação especialmente 
aplicável aos trabalhadores subordinados, pelo que, em reforço às normas constitucionais e do 
Código Civil sobre esses direitos, e consignando precisamente esse princípio, existe 
regulamentação própria na legislação laboral, atualmente nos artigos 15.º e 16.º do Código do 
Trabalho (CT). 

 
Aqui chegados, e considerando que o controlo de consumo de álcool vai colidir, 
nomeadamente, com direitos fundamentais do trabalhador com expressão constitucional e 
nos tratados internacionais, importa sublinhar que esses direitos só podem ser limitados 
segundo o princípio da proporcionalidade, na sua tripla dimensão de necessidade, adequação 
e proibição do excesso, com respeito pelo conteúdo essencial mínimo do direito atingido17. 

 
Tendo em conta esses princípios, os testes só serão lícitos em casos excecionais, quando estão 
em causa interesses do trabalhador, empregador ou terceiros, interesses que sejam dignos de 
proteção social – ou seja, quando está em causa, nomeadamente, a segurança rodoviária, a 
prevenção de acidentes de trabalho ou um risco para terceiros. 

 
 

17 Vd. Abrantes, José João, Álcool e drogas no meio laboral, Estudos em memória do professor doutor José Dias 
Marques. Almedina, 2007, p. 355. 
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Daqui parece retirar-se, e desde logo, que esses testes só seriam lícitos para certa categoria de 
trabalhadores, precisamente os que, no âmbito da execução das suas funções, recairiam 
naquele campo. 

 
Mas será assim? 

 
Na abordagem que foi sendo realizada nos últimos anos sobre a legalidade dessas restrições, 
sublinha-se três intervenções jurídicas, a primeira de caráter judicial, a segunda de caráter 
legislativo e uma terceira de caráter administrativo, que parecem essenciais, a saber: 

 
A primeira intervenção considerada consistiu na prolação do Acórdão do Tribunal 
Constitucional n.º 368/02, de 25.9, que analisou o pedido de declaração da 
inconstitucionalidade, nomeadamente por inconstitucionalidade material, de várias normas 
que previam a realização de exames e testes aos trabalhadores, que se encontravam, à data, 
previstos no DL n.º 26/94, de 1.2. 

 
Se, numa perspetiva histórica, autores há que entendem que o Decreto n.º 47.512, de 25.1.67, 
já permitia a realização de exames aos trabalhadores pelos empregadores, nessa altura 
reconduzidos ao objetivo do conhecimento da aptidão do trabalhador para as suas funções ou 
para efeitos da sua reabilitação, o que é certo é que foi mais recentemente, com a entrada em 
vigor do DL n.º 26/94, de 1.2 – revogado depois pela Lei n.º 102/09, de 10.9 –, que o 
trabalhador ficou expressamente sujeito à realização de diversos exames médicos, os quais, 
obviamente, contendem com a reserva da sua vida privada. 

 
O legislador não foi particularmente cuidadoso na forma que consagrou nesse diploma legal 
para essa intromissão, pelo que veio o Procurador-Geral da República suscitar ao Tribunal 
Constitucional declaração, com força obrigatória geral, da inconstitucionalidade de várias 
normas, em concreto os artigos 13º, n.º 2, alínea e), 16º, 17º, 18º e 19º do Decreto-Lei n.º 
26/94, de 1.2, com as alterações introduzidas pela Lei n.º 7/95, de 29.3. 

 
A apreciação dessas invocadas inconstitucionalidades foi realizada pelo referido Acórdão n.º 
368/02, no qual o Tribunal Constitucional  entendeu  que os vícios formais e orgânicos se 
encontravam ultrapassados, nomeadamente pela ratificação daquele diploma pela  Lei  n.º 
7/95, de 29.3, e pela publicação da Lei n.º 109/00, de 30.6. 

 
Já em relação às invocadas inconstitucionalidades materiais, o acórdão, numa decisão 
“interpretativa”, veio a considerar admissível a realização de exames a “profissões de risco”, e 
de forma a assegurar a prestação sem risco para os “trabalhadores mais débeis”, mas se não 
existirem “riscos particulares ou específicos”, entendeu então não existir a obrigatoriedade da 
sujeição a exame, se esta for “abusiva, discriminatória ou arbitrária”, devendo o exame, por 
exigência constitucional, adequar-se com precisão ao fim prosseguido – alterações à saúde do 
trabalhador causadas pelo exercício profissional e à determinação da aptidão ou inadaptidão 
física do trabalhador para as funções correspondentes à sua categoria profissional. 
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Exclui, assim, os exames para uma apreciação global do estado de saúde do trabalhador sem 
qualquer ligação com os riscos e doenças profissionais típicas da atividade exercida, pois a tal 
acontecer, cessa o dever de colaboração do trabalhador. 

 
Ainda no entender do Tribunal Constitucional, a cooperação necessária com o médico 
assistente deve ser vista não como uma cooperação obrigatória, mas como uma cooperação 
adequada ou conveniente, a qual, no fundo, pressupõe a autorização do paciente. 

 
Em relação à proteção de dados, a constitucionalidade só ficará assegurada se, naturalmente, 
os dados obtidos ficarem sujeitos à proteção do tratamento de dados sensíveis relativos à 
saúde – nomeadamente quanto à sua notificação, bem como à segurança e confidencialidade 
de tratamento dos mesmos. 

 
O Tribunal Constitucional entendeu não serem necessárias medidas especiais no tocante aos 
direitos do trabalhador afetado pela apreciação clínica do médico, já que, sobre essa 
apreciação, terá sempre que existir uma decisão do empregador, a qual se encontra sempre 
sujeita à possibilidade de impugnação normal. 

 
A segunda intervenção jurídica foi a regulamentação, em termos gerais, da possibilidade de o 
trabalhador poder ser submetido a exames e testes, tanto para a sua admissão, como no 
decurso da execução do contrato de trabalho, bem como qual a informação que deles pode 
ser transmitida ao empregador, e que ficou consagrada no artigo 19.º do CT de 2003 – 
atualmente artigo 19.º do CT 2009. 

 
Estipula o artigo 19.º do CT: 

 
“ Testes e exames médicos 
1 – Para além das situações previstas em legislação relativa a segurança e saúde no trabalho, o 
empregador não pode, para efeitos de admissão ou permanência no emprego, exigir a 
candidato a emprego ou a trabalhador a realização ou apresentação de testes ou exames 
médicos, de qualquer natureza, para comprovação das condições físicas ou psíquicas, salvo 
quando estes tenham por finalidade a protecção e segurança do trabalhador ou de terceiros, 
ou quando particulares exigências inerentes à actividade o justifiquem, devendo em qualquer 
caso ser fornecida por escrito ao candidato a emprego ou trabalhador a respectiva 
fundamentação. 
...” 

 
O regime estabelecido neste preceito abrange, naturalmente, os testes de despistagem de 
alcoolemia, cuja realização terão que obedecer aos limites aí impostos. 

 
A terceira intervenção foi a deliberação n.º 890/2010, de 15.11, do CNPD, a qual, debruçando- 
se relativamente ao tratamento de dados pessoais com a finalidade de medicina preventiva e 
curativa no âmbito dos controlos de substâncias psicoativas efetuados a trabalhadores, vem a 
pronunciar-se, particularmente com base na jurisprudência existente sobre a matéria, quanto 
às situações em que podem ser realizados esses testes. 
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Dessa deliberação, podem-se retirar os seguintes pontos conclusivos: 
 

– A sujeição a estes testes tem que estar, em primeiro lugar, e na ausência de lei 
expressa que os preveja, em regulamentos internos da empresa ou em IRCT; 

 
– Como expressão do poder diretivo do empregador como deve ser desenvolvido e 
organizado o trabalho; 

 
– Têm que estar inseridos em políticas ativas na promoção da saúde e segurança no 
trabalho; 

 
– Estão sujeitos ao cumprimento de diversos requisitos relativos à salvaguarda de 
garantias, bem como à reserva e confidencialidade de dados; 

 
– O trabalhador tem direito à informação escrita sobre fundamentação, à possibilidade 
de oposição fundada e esclarecida, à realização do exame por pessoal de saúde ou 
técnicos, ao regime de confidencialidade, sendo que o resultado só pode ser dado ao 
empregador por apto ou não apto. 

 
Uma vez vencida a questão da constitucionalidade, a realização de exames ou testes de 
despistagem da alcoolemia situa-se, atualmente, no âmbito da organização da segurança e 
saúde no trabalho da empresa, regulada, nomeadamente, pelos artigos 15.° e 73.° da Lei n.º 
102/09, de 10.9. 

 
Não parece, assim, poderem presentemente existir dúvidas sobre a possibilidade do direito do 
trabalhador ao consumo de bebidas alcoólicas ser restringido perante os deveres que sobre o 
mesmo impendem, nem tão pouco da obrigação que recai sobre aquele em se submeter à 
realização de testes para despistagem desse consumo. 

 
Também não se julga suscitarem dúvidas sobre esse dever estar condicionado ao 
cumprimento de diversos requisitos pela parte do empregador. 

 
Mas existe um aspeto sobre o qual parece continuar a não se obter consenso, e que reside no 
facto dessa despistagem poder abranger todos os trabalhadores ou se circunscreverá apenas a 
alguns trabalhadores – apenas os trabalhadores em relação aos quais as exigências inerentes à 
natureza de determinados tipos de atividade profissional o impõe, bem como aos 
trabalhadores que tenham sido detetados com taxa de alcoolemia, por se considerarem em 
situação de risco. 

 
Afigura-se, no entanto, que é o próprio artigo 19.º do CT que, desde logo, e expressamente, 
proíbe a realização desses testes indiscriminadamente a todos os trabalhadores. 
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De facto, e conforme entendimento manifestado na deliberação do CNPD, seguindo o acórdão 
do STJ de 24-6-98 (relator: Matos Canas), p.  97S24318, os testes só são lícitos em casos 
excecionais – em que aos direitos fundamentais do trabalhador se sobrepõem outros 
interesses do próprio trabalhador, do empregador ou de terceiros que sejam dignos de 
proteção social – nomeadamente, na prevenção de acidentes de trabalho, na segurança 
rodoviária, ou noutros riscos para terceiros. 

 
Não parece ser lícita a realização de testes de despistagem em relação a todos os 

trabalhadores, particularmente nas situações em que os trabalhadores não estão sujeitos a 
qualquer situação que o exija. 

 
Nem sequer com a invocação do princípio da igualdade, já que a aplicação do princípio da 
igualdade reside no tratamento igual em relação a situações idênticas, mas um tratamento 
desigual quando as situações não são, efetivamente, iguais. 

 
De acordo com o entendimento da jurisprudência constitucional, o princípio da igualdade 
traduz-se numa proibição do arbítrio, mas não na necessidade de tratar situações de facto 
diferentes da mesma forma. 

 
Não se encontra, assim, justificação, por falta de fundamento, e, portanto, torna-se ilícita, a 
obrigação indiscriminada de todos os trabalhadores de uma empresa se sujeitarem a esses 
testes quando não exista risco que o justifique. 

 
Os testes de alcoolemia, de facto, só são lícitos em casos excecionais, e que têm a ver com 
interesses do trabalhador – proteção da sua segurança – interesses do empregador – 
prevenções de acidentes de trabalho – ou interesses de terceiros – risco para terceiros, nos 
termos do artigo 19.° do CT1920. 

 
Esses testes só podem ser realizados nos serviços de saúde internos da empresa, ou em 
serviços externos devidamente habilitados, e com a obrigação de sigilo profissional de todos os 
profissionais envolvidos nesse ato. A sua realização apenas pode ocorrer sob solicitação e/ou 
responsabilidade do médico do trabalho – artigos 107.º, 108.º, n.ºs 1 e 2, e 103.º da Lei n.º 
102/99. 

 
Não menos importante é que deve ser assegurado o sigilo profissional e a garantia da 
confidencialidade das informações, o que significa que o médico do trabalho, na sequência 
desses testes, deve fazer uma avaliação se o trabalhador está apto, ou não apto, para 
desempenhar as suas funções, mas nunca poderá comunicar o resultado daqueles testes ao 
empregador, conforme expressamente se prevê e proíbe o artigo 17.º, n.º 2, do CT. 

 
 
 

 

18 Sumário disponível na Internet: 
<URL:http://www.dgsi.pt/jstj.nsf/954f0ce6ad9dd8b980256b5f003fa814/56e61e8c22fafdd6802568fc003b7ae1?Ope    
nDocument> 
19 Vd., nesse sentido, Abrantes, José João, ob. cit., p. 360. 
20 Também nesse sentido, Rato, João, ob. cit., p. 7. 
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Sendo que, em resultado da execução de medidas controlo do consumo de substâncias 
psicoativas no local de trabalho, não podem resultar quaisquer encargos para o trabalhador, 
conforme o estipulado no artigo 15.º, n.º 12, da Lei n.º 102/2009. 

 
Acresce, ainda, que a constatação da presença de substâncias psicoativas no organismo pode 
ter consequências disciplinares, mas, para tal, o trabalhador tem não só que ter disso 
conhecimento prévio, como têm que estar assegurados os direitos de defesa adequados, 
nomeadamente com possibilidade de realização de contraprova. 

 
Apesar da existência de um consenso teórico em relação à necessidade de verificação da maior 
parte dos requisitos acima elencados para a possibilidade de efetuação de testes de 
despistagem de consumo excessivo de álcool, bem como nas suas consequências, constata-se, 
no entanto, que se detetam manifestos excessos nas previsões da obrigatoriedade da 
realização destes exames. 

 
O que é problemático, já que a reação dos trabalhadores a regulamentos internos (RI) ou a 
instrumentos de regulamentação coletiva de trabalho (IRCT) que contenham normas ilegais a 
este respeito não é propriamente muito fácil. 

 
Em relação aos RI, tem-se entendido que os mesmos podem  desempenhar duas funções 
diferentes: a de meio de manifestação da vontade contratual da entidade empregadora a que 
o trabalhador pode aderir expressa ou tacitamente e a de forma de expressão  do  poder 
organizativo (regulamentar) da empresa. 

 
Nesta segunda função, o regulamento preocupa-se essencialmente com a organização e 
disciplina do trabalho (vg. segurança, higiene e saúde no trabalho; circulação nas instalações 
da empresa, etc.) e a sua aplicação não está dependente da adesão expressa ou tácita dos 
trabalhadores, conforme o previsto no artigo 554.º, n.º 4 CT 21. 

 
O que quer dizer que um regulamento interno que disponha sobre os testes de pesquisa de 
álcool, já que versa matéria referente às condições de saúde e segurança no trabalho, será 
sempre vinculativo para os respetivos trabalhadores. 

 
Também em relação aos IRCT são os mesmos vinculativos para os trabalhadores associados às 
organizações representativas dos trabalhadores que as subscreveram. É certo que  o 
trabalhador pode desfiliar-se do sindicato outorgante, mas isso, só por si, não implica a sua 
exclusão do âmbito do IRCT, conforme o disposto no artigo 496.º, n.º 4, do CT. 

 
E existe sempre a possibilidade de vir a ser aprovada uma Portaria de Extensão, a qual irá 
abranger todos os trabalhadores no âmbito daquele IRCT, independentemente de se 
encontrarem ou não filiados nas associações sindicais subscritoras do mesmo. 

 
 

21 Veja-se a este respeito o Acórdão do TRL de 15-09-10 (Ferreira Marques), p. 335/10.4TTFUN.L1-4, consultável 
em: <URL: 
http://www.dgsi.pt/jtrl.nsf/33182fc732316039802565fa00497eec/913a1fdf33b3ad2d802577ba004b5eec?OpenDo   
cument> 
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Encontrando-se os trabalhadores sujeitos a RI ou IRCT que inclua normas ilícitas respeitantes a 
esta matéria, a forma de reação preventiva existe, mas não é propriamente fácil e de uso 
frequente. 

 
Com efeito, para fazerem valer os seus direitos e impedir uma invasão de privacidade, os 
trabalhadores podem lançar mão, conforme o caso, de uma providência cautelar, na situação 
de um RI, ou de uma ação especial em matéria de anulação e interpretação de cláusulas de 
CCT, no caso de IRCT, ou até de uma providência visando a tutela da personalidade do 
trabalhador, prevista nos artigos 26.º n.º 1, al. g), e 186.º - D a 186.º - F do CPT. 

 
Mas a situação mais comum é, em caso de resolução do contrato de trabalho pelo 
empregador, o trabalhador vir, no respetivo processo de impugnação do despedimento, alegar 
a nulidade dessas cláusulas. 

 
* 

 
1.2. Consequências da recusa: 

 
– Desobediência a ordem do empregador? 

 
– Presunção de consumo excessivo de álcool? 

 
Encontrando-se validamente estipulado em RI, ou em IRCT, o dever do trabalhador se 
submeter a testes de despiste de alcoolemia, esse dever passa a fazer parte das obrigações 
provenientes do contrato de trabalho. 

 
Importa aqui fazer um brevíssimo parêntesis apenas para sublinhar a situação do trabalhador 
temporário, uma vez que este se encontra sujeito por lei ao regime aplicável ao utilizador, 
mormente no que respeita a matéria de segurança e saúde no trabalho, conforme se extrai 
dos artigos 185.º, n.º 2, e artigo  186.º, n.º. 1, do CT, pelo  que terá sempre que ter em 
consideração os RI e IRCTs aplicáveis à empresa para a qual presta o seu trabalho. 

 
Ora, situando-se aquele dever no âmbito das obrigações decorrentes do contrato de trabalho, 
o trabalhador não se pode recusar a realizar o teste de despistagem, consubstanciando, o não 
cumprimento dessa determinação, uma violação ao dever de obediência previsto no artigo 
128.º, n.º 1 do CT, ou seja, ocorre numa desobediência à ordem do empregador. 

 
A violação do dever de obediência gera responsabilidade disciplinar, sendo que a infração tem 
que ser apreciada casuisticamente, como qualquer outra. 

 
Fica salvaguardada a situação da ordem não ser legal, já que o trabalhador não é obrigado a 
cumprir ordens ilegais, bem como as situações em que exista uma razão justificativa para esse 
comportamento, nomeadamente se existir uma qualquer causa exculpante – não pode soprar 
por problemas respiratórios, etc. 
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Essa recusa já não pode é ter como consequência a consideração que o trabalhador está 
influenciado pelo álcool ou que tem uma TAS superior à permitida pelo empregador. 

 
Em primeiro lugar, porque em matéria disciplinar aplicam-se também os princípios penais 
processuais, no caso, a presunção da inocência. A seguir, porque as presunções são legais ou 
judiciais – artigo 349.º e seguintes do CC –, sendo que, no caso, não existe qualquer presunção 
legal nesse sentido. 

 
Tendo em conta o princípio da inocência, e na existência de presunção legal nesse sentido, não 
pode o empregador retirar essa conclusão – de resto, os efeitos são similares, na sua essência, 
à recusa na realização do teste de álcool na circulação rodoviária. 

 
 

II. A embriaguez/alcoolismo como fundamento da justa causa de despedimento 
 

2. Relevância disciplinar para despedimento 
 

2.1. Que grau de conhecimento, e consequente licitude da sua utilização, pode o empregador 
ter sobre o consumo de álcool do trabalhador 

 
– Testes de despistagem? 

 
– Outras fontes? 

 
Para o empregador poder utilizar o conhecimento que detém sobre o grau de consumo de 
álcool de um trabalhador, afigura-se existirem dois pressupostos ligados à licitude, dois 
requisitos sucessivos, que têm que ser considerados. 

 
Em primeiro lugar, um pressuposto relativo à licitude na obtenção da informação sobre o 
consumo de álcool, o que se reportará, necessariamente, à existência de álcool no ar expirado 
ou no sangue. 

 
Sendo lícita essa informação, necessário também se torna que a comunicação transmitida ao 
empregador seja do mesmo modo lícita. 

 
E é, com o preenchimento destes dois pressupostos, que será lícita a utilização dessa 
informação pelo empregador, nomeadamente para efeitos disciplinares, já que, como já 
referido, o comportamento do trabalhador, devidamente comprovado, pode ter relevância 
disciplinar. 

 
Dito de outra forma, sendo os testes de despistagem de álcool ou de alcoolemia realizados de 
forma lícita, e sendo lícita a comunicação transmitida ao empregador, podem os seus 
resultados ser utilizados para efeitos disciplinares. 
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Já ficaram acima algumas considerações sobre a problemática das condições em que a 
realização dos testes de despistagem efetuados pelo empregador são lícitos, pelo que resta 
agora centrar-nos apenas sobre a licitude do seu conhecimento. 

 
E neste particular temos que chamar novamente à colação o disposto no artigo 19.º do CT, 
particularmente o consagrado no n.º 4 desse normativo, ao determinar que o empregador 
apenas pode ter conhecimento do resultado final do exame, ou seja, se o trabalhador se 
encontra apto ou não apto para o trabalho. 

 
Transposta a situação para os testes de despistagem de álcool, isto significa que o empregador 
não pode ter conhecimento do grau de alcoolemia detetado, mas apenas se o trabalhador está 
ou não apto a desempenhar as suas funções – de resto, sendo os testes realizados por técnicos 
de saúde, estaremos até no âmbito do sigilo dos profissionais de saúde – e será apenas com 
base nesses dados que poderá atuar. 

 
Qualquer outra informação contraria o disposto naquele normativo, pelo colocará em causa a 
legitimidade da informação obtida pelo empregador e, em consequência, o desfecho positivo 
de qualquer procedimento disciplinar assim alicerçado. 

 
Mas existem outras possibilidades de o empregador obter informação sobre o grau de 
alcoolemia do trabalhador, sendo as mais comuns: 

 
– No caso de acidente rodoviário – mas também ferroviário ou de aviação –, quando o 
trabalhador é sujeito ao teste de alcoolemia realizado pelas autoridades policiais competentes. 
Neste caso, a utilização pelo empregador desse resultado tem sido aceite, particularmente na 
situação em que o trabalhador é condutor de veículo interveniente em acidente de viação – 
veja-se, no entanto, a situação do conhecido acórdão do TRP de 10-07-13 (Petersen Silva), p. 
313/12.9TTOAZ.P122, em relação a um trabalhador que não conduzia o veículo que foi 
interveniente em acidente. 

 
– Outra situação a considerar resulta dos casos em que o trabalhador morre em consequência 
de acidente de trabalho e é sujeito a autópsia. Nesta situação não nos parece que seja razoável 
que o empregador não tenha acesso a este elemento. Por um lado, porque a autópsia é 
obrigatória nestes casos, por força do artigo 18.º, n.º 2, da Lei 45/2004, de 19.8, sendo que 
um dos elementos visados é precisamente a pesquisa de álcool no sangue. Por outro lado, 
porque se esse resultado fosse excluído do conhecimento do empregador, este nunca poderia 
alegar e provar a descaraterização do acidente de trabalho por alcoolismo. Ou seja, o 
instituto era perfeitamente inútil quando a causa fosse o consumo de álcool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 Disponível na Internet: <URL:  
http://www.dgsi.pt/jtrp.nsf/56a6e7121657f91e80257cda00381fdf/607f88788f74558980257bab0055e0   
f9?OpenDocument> 
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2.2. O consumo excessivo e a fundamentação da justa causa de despedimento 
 

– Só por si, o consumo excessivo pode justificar o despedimento com justa causa? 
 

– É indiferente, para esse efeito, a embriaguez do alcoolismo? 
 

As situações que facultam a resolução do contrato de trabalho com justa causa pelo 
empregador encontram-se previstas no artigo 351.º do CT, sendo que, das situações elencadas 
no seu n.º 2, não encontramos a embriaguez ou o alcoolismo. 

 
Contrariamente ao que consta, por exemplo, no artigo 482.º da Consolidação das Leis do 
Trabalho do Brasil ou no artigo 234.º do Código Laboral Cabo Verdiano. 

 
Mas tem que se ter em conta que as situações descritas no n.º 2 do referido artigo 351.º do CT 
são meramente exemplificativas, conforme consta do corpo desse preceito, pelo que, 
teoricamente, não existe norma legal que a tal impeça. 

 
Certo é que, considerando o disposto no artigo 351.º, n.ºs 1 e 3, do CT, para que tal aconteça 
sempre será necessário que o comportamento do trabalhador seja culposo, e grave em si 
mesmo ou nas suas consequências, e exista impossibilidade de manutenção da relação de 
trabalho. 

 
Veja-se que a referida deliberação n.º 890/2010 da CNPD defende que a mera constatação de 
uma taxa de alcoolemia superior à permitida, só  por si, não  justifica o  despedimento  do 
trabalhador. 

 
A jurisprudência não tem sido unânime nesse sentido, já que nalguns casos entendeu que, nas 
situações concretas, a situação só por si justificava o despedimento, nomeadamente quando 
existe reincidência, e por entender que o comportamento do trabalhador era culposo e grave, 
em si mesmo ou nas suas consequências, e existia impossibilidade de manutenção da relação 
de trabalho; mas já noutras não foi nesse sentido – salientam-se, em sentido afirmativo, os 
acórdãos do TRL de 06-10-10 (Paula Sá Fernandes), p. 475/07.7TTFUN.L1-4 , TRP de 30-06-14 
(Rui Penha), p. 933/12.1TTBCL.P1 e STJ 27-04-06 (Pinto Hespanhol), p. 05S4320; e, em sentido 
negativo, os acórdãos do TRP de 10-07-13 (Petersen Silva), p. 313/12.9TTOAZ.P1 e STJ de 16- 
12-99 (Manuel Pereira), p. 99S23723. 

 
Mas são os comportamentos decorrentes do consumo excessivo de álcool que, sem qualquer 
dúvida, podem justificar o despedimento, em especial a falta de diligência e zelo no 
cumprimento das funções, mau uso e prejuízo nos equipamentos, conflitos no local de 
trabalho, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

23 Todos consultáveis na Internet: <URL: www.dgsi.pt> 
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Situação que parece diferente é quando não estamos propriamente perante um caso de 
embriaguez, que tem um carácter transitório ou episódico, mas perante uma situação de 
alcoolismo, portanto numa situação com carácter duradouro24. 

 
Sabemos que o alcoolismo tem sido considerado como uma doença crónica pela Organização 
Mundial de Saúde (OMS), desde 1967, constituindo um verdadeiro e sério problema de saúde 
pública. 

 
De resto, já foi apresentada a nova Classificação Estatística Internacional de Doenças e 
Problemas Relacionados à Saúde, a CID-11 (para 2022)25, sendo que a dependência do álcool 
está inscrita com o código 6C40.2: alcoolismo crónico e dipsomania. 

 
Numa situação de doença crónica, o empregador tem precisamente o dever de tomar medidas 
de carácter assistencial para a recuperação e reabilitação do trabalhador, pelo que, assim 
sendo, não deve lançar mão da resolução do contrato. 

 
Acresce que, sendo o alcoolismo uma doença crónica, o trabalhador poderá estar abrangido 
por outro tipo de legislação, em concreto pela Convenção da ONU sobre pessoas com 
deficiência, nomeadamente tendo direito à igualdade e não descriminação (art. 5.º), a obter 
adaptações razoáveis pela parte do empregador, habilitação e reabilitação (26.º) e a certos 
direitos no trabalho e emprego (27.º), etc. 

 
E, nesse caso, também pela Diretiva 2000/78/CE – cujo objetivo consiste na luta contra a 
discriminação em razão da religião ou das convicções, de uma deficiência, da idade ou da 
orientação sexual, no que se refere ao emprego e à atividade profissional. 

 
Embora noutro âmbito, veja-se o acórdão do TJUE – P C354/13 – Kaltoft/Município de 
Billund26, em que uma assistente de creche escolhida entre outras para ser despedida, alegou 
que a verdadeira razão para esse despedimento foi o facto de sofrer de obesidade, pelo que 
tinha sido foi discriminada em função dessa doença. 

 
Na apreciação efetuada pelo acórdão, foi entendido que o conceito de  «deficiência»,  na 
aceção da Diretiva 2000/78, não depende da questão de saber em que medida a pessoa 
contribuiu ou não para a sua deficiência. A “«deficiência», na aceção desta diretiva, existe 
quando implica uma limitação resultante, designadamente, de incapacidades físicas, mentais 
ou psíquicas duradouras, cuja interação com diferentes barreiras possa impedir a participação 
plena e efetiva da pessoa em questão na vida profissional em condições de igualdade com os 

outros trabalhadores.” “Tal verificar‑se‑ia, designadamente, se a obesidade do trabalhador 
impedisse a sua participação plena e efetiva na vida profissional em condições de igualdade 
com os outros trabalhadores devido a uma mobilidade reduzida ou à superveniência, nessa 

 
 
 

 

24 Veja-se Sousa, Silvestre, Problemática da embriaguez e da toxicomania em sede de relações de trabalho. RDES, 
Ano XXIX (II da 2.ª Série), Julho-Setembro, n.º 3, p. 406 e seguintes. 
25 Disponível na Internet: <URL: https://icd.who.int/en/> 
26 Disponível na Internet: <URL: http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?docid=160935&doclang=PT> 
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pessoa, de patologias que o impedissem de realizar o seu trabalho ou que implicassem 
dificuldades no exercício da sua atividade profissional.” 

 
Naturalmente que, nessa perspetiva, também a Lei n.º 46/06, de 28.8 (Lei que proíbe e pune a 
discriminação em razão da deficiência e da existência de risco agravado de saúde), terá a sua 
aplicabilidade. 

 
Pode, no entanto, também acontecer que, apesar do desencadeamento pelo empregador de 
medidas para a recuperação e reabilitação do trabalhador, este recuse essas medidas, ou que, 
uma vez esgotadas todas as medidas nesse sentido, não haja reação positiva ao tratamento ou 
não consiga obter um desempenho satisfatório. 
Nessa situação, não será exigível ao empregador ter que sustentar a situação, podendo, então, 
ser equacionada a resolução com justa causa ou mesmo a caducidade do contrato por 
impossibilidade superveniente, absoluta, e definitiva de o trabalhador prestar o seu trabalho. 

 
* 

 
III. O acidente de trabalho sofrido sob a influência do álcool 

 
3. Eventual desoneração de responsabilidade em caso de acidente de trabalho 

 
3.1. A descaraterização do acidente de trabalho 

 
– Por privação do uso da razão? 

 
– Por negligência grosseira? 

 
– Ou por violação das regras de segurança? 

 
Sabemos que o acidente de trabalho ocorre com o preenchimento de vários elementos ou 
requisitos positivos, que numa forma sumária se podem elencar como27: 

 
(1) Existência de um pressuposto relacional, concretizável numa relação de trabalho 
com dependência económica. 

 
(2) Ocorrência de um facto ou evento de curta duração e de ordem exterior ao lesado. 

 
(3) Que cause uma lesão, perturbação funcional ou doença. 

 
(4) A qual produza a morte ou uma redução na capacidade de ganho. 

 
(5) Existência de um nexo causal relevante entre estes elementos. 

 
 

 

27  Veja-se: Ribeiro, Vítor, Acidentes de trabalho  e alcoolismo. Revista do Ministério Público,  n.º 38, p. 75 e 
Acidentes de Trabalho e Doenças Profissionais – Reflexões e Notas Práticas. Rei dos Livros, 1984, p. 207. 
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Mas, para se verificar um acidente de trabalho indemnizável, não se podem ter verificado 
certos requisitos negativos previstos no artigo 14.º da Lei 98/09, de 4.9) (LAT), ou seja: 

 
(1) O acidente não pode ter ocorrido por dolo do sinistrado. 

 
(2) Por violação sem causa justificativa das condições de segurança pelo mesmo. 

 
(3) Nem provier exclusivamente de sua negligência grosseira. 

 
(4) Ou de privação do uso da razão (exceto se derivar da própria prestação do 
trabalho, independentemente da vontade do trabalhador ou se o empregador souber 
da situação e consentir). 

 
A ocorrência de qualquer uma destas situações pode levar à descaracterização do acidente de 
trabalho, ou seja, implicar que o mesmo  não  dê lugar à reparação, ou, ainda por outras 
palavras, que  não seja indemnizado  –  em  bom rigor não  existe  propriamente  uma 
descaraterização, uma vez que a ocorrência não  deixa de consubstanciar um acidente de 
trabalho, só que esse acidente não vai dar direito à respetiva reparação. 

 
Existem, ainda, outras situações em que o acidente de trabalho também não gera o respetivo 
dever de reparação, e que são as que se encontram previstas nos artigos 11.º, n.ºs 1 (ocultação 
da predisposição patológica), 15.º (força maior) e 16.º (situações especiais) da LAT. 

 
Ora, daqui pode concluir-se que a embriaguez pode fundamentar a descaracterização do 
acidente de trabalho, nos seguintes casos: 

 
– Dolo: a embriaguez na situação  de dolo  do  sinistrado  na produção  do  acidente 
poderá ser considerada quando o sinistrado, estando embriagado, provocar o acidente 
de propósito, mas também no caso de embriagar-se de propósito para provocar o 
acidente. Seja como for, parece que aqui a embriaguez perde relevância ou 
autonomia, já que o que conta é a intenção de provocar o acidente. 

 
– Privação total ou parcial do uso da razão: nestas situações, entendidas como as 
situações intensas ou graves que corresponderiam à interdição, inabilitação ou 
incapacidade acidental, consubstanciarão a situação típica em que a embriaguez, só 
por si, pode originar a descaracterização do acidente. Só que, em princípio, apenas a 
embriaguez em alto nível, provavelmente perto do coma alcoólico, poderá preencher a 
previsão, o que, de facto, não é comum. Ficam de fora as restantes situações que são 
as mais comuns. Acresce que esta descaracterização já não produz efeitos se o 
empregador sabia do estado sinistrado e consentiu na prestação de trabalho. 

 
– Negligência grosseira: é neste tipo de comportamento que o responsável pela 
reparação do acidente tenta integrar a embriaguez para descaracterizar o acidente. 
Estamos no âmbito de uma negligência particularmente grave, tendo em consideração 
o elevado grau de inobservância do dever objectivo de cuidado – que só uma pessoa 
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especialmente descuidada e incauta teria deixado de observar – e do dever objetivo de 
previsibilidade da verificação  do  dano  ou do  perigo. O acidente terá que ter sido 
provocado por um comportamento temerário, reprovado pelo mais elementar sentido 
de prudência, sem desculpa, sendo voluntário, embora não intencional28. Se o 
sinistrado consumir bebidas alcoólicas sabendo que vai conduzir, fazer trabalhos em 
altura, praticar uma cirurgia, enfim  exercer funções para as quais não  pode estar 
influenciado pelo álcool, serão comportamentos subsumíveis à negligência grosseira. 
Mas mais: o acidente terá que ter sido provocado, exclusivamente, por esse 
comportamento, o que, em termos de produção de prova, pode não ser fácil de 
concretizar. 

 
– Violação das regras de segurança: parece que a embriaguez, só  por si, é ainda 
passível de poder descaracterizar o acidente com base na violação indesculpável das 
regras de segurança pelo trabalhador se o empregador tiver expressamente feito 
constar em RI, ou resultar de IRCT, a existência de níveis máximos de taxa de álcool no 
sangue no âmbito de programa de segurança no trabalho. Terá o trabalhador que ter 
uma taxa de alcoolemia superior à permitida e ter agido de forma voluntária, 
consciente e sem qualquer desculpa, sendo que o evento não teria ocorrido, porque 
essas condições de segurança eram aptas, adequadas e suficientes para o prevenir. 
Não parece também ser fácil a prova que o acidente (só) ocorreu porque o sinistrado 
consumiu bebidas alcoólicas em montante que ultrapassava os limites fixados pelo 
empregador como constituindo limites de segurança para a atividade que exercia – em 
abstrato, talvez com alguma possibilidade em relação ao desempenho de funções que 
requisitem especiais fatores de concentração e atenção. 

 
Em suma, a invocação da descaracterização do acidente de trabalho por consumo excessivo de 
álcool é essencialmente dirimida judicialmente no âmbito da imputação do sinistro à atuação 
com negligência grosseira do trabalhador. 

 
 

3.2. A jurisprudência na análise da descaracterização por negligência grosseira 
 

– É demasiadamente rígida na apreciação da exclusividade da embriaguez como causa da 
produção do acidente? 

 
– A benevolência que daí resulta em relação ao comportamento do trabalhador deveria ser 
combatida por alteração legislativa? 

 
O ónus da prova desse comportamento exclusivo do sinistrado na produção do acidente de 
trabalho compete ao responsável pela reparação, uma vez que constitui um facto impeditivo 
do direito do autor – conforme a repartição do ónus da prova estabelecida no artigo 342.º, n.º 
2, do CC. 

 
 

 

28 Vd., por exemplo, acórdãos do STJ de 18.04.2007 (Sousa Peixoto), p. 07S052, e de 07-5-14 (Mário Belo Morgado), 
p. 39/12.3T4AGD.C1.S1, consultáveis na Internet: <URL: http://www.dgsi.pt/jstj.nsf?OpenDatabase> 
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A prova dessa exclusividade do comportamento do sinistrado na produção do acidente não é 
uma prova fácil, até porque na maior parte das ocorrências se traduz na necessidade de provar 
um facto negativo – o que não implica a inversão do ónus da prova, mas apenas, tendo em 
conta o princípio da proporcionalidade, uma menor exigência probatória29. 

 
Acontece que a maior parte da jurisprudência, ao não ser dada como provada a factualidade 
concreta que determinou o acidente, tem entendido que, para além da situação de 
alcoolemia, que tem impacto reconhecido na capacidade motora e intelectual do sinistrado, 
pode ter existido outra causa que tenha contribuído para a origem do sinistro, o que impede a 
descaracterização do acidente – vejam-se, neste sentido, os acórdãos do TRL de 5-12-18 (José 
Feteira), p. 2576/16.1T8VFX.L1-4, TRP de 05-02-18 (Rui Penha), p. 62/16.9T8AMT.P1, TRP de 
24-01-18 (Rita Romeira), p. 1070/16.5T8AVR.P1, TRE de 14-01-16 (Moisés Silva), p. 
166/14.2TTPTG.E1,  TRL  de  08-02-12  (Sapateiro),  p.  5448/07.7TTLSB.L1-4,  TRL  de  23-02-11 
(Albertina Pereira), p. 4171/04.9TTLSB.L1-4 e STJ de 17-3-10 (Bravo Serra), p. 
110/06.0TTCBR.C1.S130. 

 
Têm alguns autores entendido que a jurisprudência ao sugerir que pode ter existido uma causa 
concorrente à embriaguez para a ocorrência do acidente estará a ter uma atitude benévola 
com o sinistrado. 

 
É uma perspetiva, mas talvez a questão resida mais, de facto, na própria insuficiência de prova, 
nomeadamente testemunhal. 

 
Sabemos na relutância que as pessoas têm em depor em tribunal – porque pensam que têm 
que se deslocar várias vezes, porque vão ser mal tratadas nas inquirições, porque têm receio 
de relatarem o que viram, etc. –, o que só assim se justifica que, nestes acidentes, consistindo 
a maior parte em acidentes rodoviários, não se consiga a prova sobre o verdadeiro motivo do 
mesmo. 

 
Os que criticam essa situação apontam para a necessidade de se ter mais em conta os 
elementos científicos sobre os efeitos do álcool no comportamento humano, bem como à 
aplicação das regras elementares da experiência comum. 

 
Enfim, não parece que o recurso a esses elementos, só por si, possa alterar o sentido da prova 
nas situações concretas. 

 
Quando não se sabe a causa do acidente, mas apenas que o condutor conduzia sob o efeito do 
álcool, dar como provado que o acidente só a ele se deve é quase como dar esse facto como 
provado por presunção. O que parece não ser admissível, desde logo por falta de presunção 
legal que o permita, sendo que as presunções judiciais não podem ser usadas para substituir a 
prova de factos. 

 
 

29 Cf. Acórdão do STJ 17-10-12 (Valente Torrão), p. 0414/12.Disponível na Internet: <URL:   
http://www.dgsi.pt/jsta.nsf/35fbbbf22e1bb1e680256f8e003ea931/86b2a435c02a6f8a80257aa30038c0fc?OpenDo    
cument> 
30 Todos consultáveis na Internet: <URL: http://www.dgsi.pt/> 
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De resto, é sabido que o álcool não afecta de modo igual todas as pessoas e, mesmo nas que 
bebem habitualmente álcool, este atua nos seus organismos em moldes diversos. A influência 
do álcool relativamente a cada pessoa é variável em função de vários fatores, designadamente 
o tipo de alimentação, o grau de robustez física, se a pessoa se encontra saudável ou a tomar 
medicação, se está repousada ou não, etc. 

 
– A benevolência que daí resulta em relação ao comportamento do trabalhador deveria ser 
combatida por alteração legislativa? 

 
Uma alteração legislativa passaria, eventualmente, por criar uma presunção legal no sentido 
que caso o sinistrado estivesse influenciado pelo álcool na ocorrência do acidente de trabalho 
se presumiria que o mesmo tinha decorrido desse facto. Tal inverteria o ónus de prova, pelo 
que ficaria a incumbir ao sinistrado demonstrar que o acidente não decorreu apenas dessa 
circunstância. 

 
A situação assim criada iria ao arrepio da proteção que a legislação de acidentes de trabalho 
pretende dar ao trabalhador, e que vai, precisamente, no caminho inverso, ou seja, no sentido 
da desnecessidade da prova de todos os requisitos do conceito de acidente de trabalho – cf. 
artigo 10.º da LAT. 

 
A legislação atualmente em vigor está correta e equilibrada, entendendo-se que a situação 
deverá mais passar pelos mecanismos de prevenção e dissuasão, bem como de apoio e 
assistência a trabalhadores afetados pelo álcool, mas sempre no respeito pelos direitos 
fundamentais, nomeadamente pelos direitos de personalidade. 

 
Será mais trabalhoso e dispendioso, sem dúvida, mas mais seguro e mais justo socialmente. 

 
* 

IV. Conclusão 
 

Em género de conclusão, e em sentido contrário com o que se acabou de referir em relação à 
descaracterização dos acidentes de trabalho por consumo excessivo de álcool, afigura-se ser 
essencial que o legislador intervenha nesta matéria, e, em concreto, sobre o regime aplicável à 
realização dos testes de alcoolemia, já que existe um manifesto incumprimento da lei. 

 
Numa breve consulta a alguns Instrumentos de Regulamentação Coletiva de Trabalho 
detetaram-se, por exemplo, casos em que: 

 
• É consagrada a presunção que o trabalhador está influenciado pelo álcool caso se recuse 
a fazer o teste de alcoolemia31. 

 
 
 
 

 

31 Vd. Cl.ª 79.ª, n.º 6 do CCT entre a ANIVEC/APIV-Associação Nacional das Indústrias de Vestuário e Confeção e a 
COFESINT-Federação de Sindicatos da Indústria, Energia e Transportes - Alteração salarial e outras e texto 
consolidado, publicado no BTE n.º 12, de 29/03/2015, pp. 783 e seguintes. 
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• O  teste  de  alcoolemia  pode  ser  efetuado  ao  trabalhador  por  qualquer  superior 
hierárquico32. 

 
• O  exame  referente  à  contraprova  tem  que  ser  pago  pelo  trabalhador  em  caso  de 
resultado positivo33. 

 
• O resultado concreto do teste de alcoolemia é comunicado ao empregador34. 

 
• Estipula-se  uma  tabela  de  penas  disciplinares  automáticas  em  função  do  resultado 
concreto do teste de alcoolemia35. 

 
• Considera-se desobediência a recusa do trabalhador em assinar o boletim de controlo 
do teste ou a até a recusa em fazer um tratamento ao alcoolismo36. 

 
Para já não referir que a grande maior parte dos IRCTs que estabelecem normas sobre a 
realização de testes de alcoolemia o fazem abrangendo o universo dos seus trabalhadores e 
não apenas os que, por razões específicas, o deveriam ser. 

 
Não é necessário um grande esforço para justificar as vantagens de uma intervenção legislativa 
esclarecedora sobre a matéria, pois a garantia de serem assegurados os direitos dos 
trabalhadores, bem como a expectável segurança dos empregadores na legalidade dos 
regulamentos que colocam em vigor ou dos IRCTs que subscrevem, só por si, o exigem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

32 Vd. Cl.ª 79.ª, n.º 4 do CCT entre a ANIVEC/APIV. 
33  Vd. Cl.ª 13.ª, n.ºs 2 e 4 do Acordo de empresa entre a Associação Humanitária dos Bombeiros Voluntários de 
Salvaterra de Magos e o SNBP-Sindicato Nacional dos Bombeiros Profissionais, publicado no BTE n.º 15, de 
22/04/2015, pp. 1110 e ss. 
34 Vd. Cl.ª 4.ª, n.º 4 e 15.ª do AE entre a AHBVSM e o SNBP. 
35 Vd. Cl.ª 9.ª do AE entre a AHBVSM e o SNBP. 
36 Vd. Cl.ª 80.ª, als. a) e d) da Acordo de empresa entre a Associação Humanitária de Bombeiros Voluntários da 
Amadora e o SNBP-Sindicato Nacional dos Bombeiros Profissionais, publicado BTE, n.º 4, 29/1/2012, pp. 331. 
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Vídeo da Mesa Redonda 

https://educast.fccn.pt/vod/clips/2gm2otdy7o/streaming.html?locale=pt 
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8. EPÍLOGO

Michael Lee escreveu: 

Waiking up naked 

“Não se atreva a me chamar de fraco 
Eu engoli mais litros de arrependimento do que o sangue que você é capaz de 

bombear no seu corpo. 
Não diga ao meu pai que ele era ‘chato’ 

ao olhar o seu único filho nos olhos 
e perguntar-lhe se ele bebeu mais uma vez. 

Você não será bem-vindo nesta casa. 
Não diga a minha mãe que eu sou fraco 

Ela não vai conseguir conter as lágrimas ao lembrar-se de quando ‘passeava’ pela ala 
psiquiátrica 

Para ver seu próprio filho algemado a uma cama na sala de emergência. 
Ela passou quatro anos orando pela minha sobriedade, 

E você não vai levar isso dela.” 

Os dados estão lançados. 
Apresentaram-se os números na 1.ª parte da sessão. 
Discutiram-se os vários envolvimentos que a questão do álcool tem na Justiça. 
Fizemos AGORA este e-book com os textos das intervenções da manhã e com as reflexões da 
tarde. 
Uma feliz parceria entre o CEJ e o SICAD. 
Prometemos voltar ao tema. 

LISBOA, CEJ, 12/4/2019 

Paulo Guerra e Raul Melo 
(moderadores e dinamizadores) 
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iv Preface


Preface


Violence shatters lives. Around the world almost half a 
million people are murdered each year. Beyond these deaths, 
millions more children, women and men suffer from the far-
reaching consequences of violence in our homes, schools 
and communities. Violence often blights people’s lives for 
decades, leading to alcohol and drug addiction, depression, 
suicide, school dropout, unemployment and recurrent 
relationship difficulties. In crisis and conflict-affected 
countries, violence can hamper recovery and development 
efforts by exacerbating societal divisions, perpetuating 
crime, and in some cases leading to the recurrence of war.


In addition, the costs of violence are high. Families on 
the brink of poverty can be ruined when a breadwinner is 
killed or disabled because of violence. For nations, social 
and economic development is eroded by the outlay on the 
health, criminal justice and social welfare responses to 
violence. As the late Nelson Mandela wrote in the World 


Health Organization’s 2002 World report on violence and 
health, “Many who live with violence day in and day out 
assume that it is an intrinsic part of the human condition. 
But this is not so. Violence can be prevented. Governments, 
communities and individuals can make a difference.”


This Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
takes stock of how governments are making a difference, 
by assessing the measures countries are taking to prevent 
and respond to interpersonal violence. The report – the first 
of its kind – finds that considerable violence prevention 
activity is underway around the world. For instance, on 
average, each of the prevention programmes surveyed was 
reported to be implemented in about a third of countries; 
each of the services to protect and support victims surveyed 
was reported to be in place in just over half of countries; and 
some 80% of countries were found to have enacted each of 
the prevention laws surveyed.


Margaret Chan
Director-General,  
World Health Organization


Helen Clark


Administrator,  
United Nations  
Development Programme


Yury Fedotov


Executive Director,  
United Nations Office  
on Drugs and Crime
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But importantly the report also reveals gaps in global 
violence prevention that must be filled: gaps in knowledge 
about the extent of the problem; in the quality and reach of 
prevention programmes; in access to services for victims; 
in the enforcement of existing laws; and in mechanisms to 
coordinate multisectoral work.


Collaboration across sectors is a necessary starting point 
for filling these gaps. The health sector must expand its 
role in violence prevention, increase services for victims 
and improve the collection of data on violence. The justice 
and law enforcement sectors must ensure that laws which 
strengthen violence prevention are promulgated and 
rigorously applied, that laws discriminating against women 
are changed, that efforts to improve community policing 
and problem-orientated policing are intensified, and that 
institutions to support such efforts are strengthened. The 
development sector must integrate governance and rule of 
law more closely with violence prevention programming.


Publication of the Global status report on violence 2014 
coincides with proposals to include several violence 


prevention goals in the post-2015 development agenda. 
These include halving violence-related deaths everywhere, 
ending violence against children and eliminating all forms of 
violence against women and girls by 2030. Whether or not 
these goals are eventually adopted, their prominence in the 
debate so far confirms the relevance of violence prevention 
to the challenges facing society now and in the future. 
Indeed, preventing violence is one of the top five priorities 
expressed by the five million citizens who have conveyed 
their views on the focus for the new development agenda 
through the global United Nations-led consultations.


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
builds on existing commitments by several United Nations 
agencies to support countries in their violence prevention 
efforts. It identifies clear gaps and opportunities and 
inspires us to action. Further, it provides a baseline and 
a set of indicators to track future violence prevention 
progress. Please join us in ensuring its findings are made 
use of and its recommendations implemented, particularly 
as we anticipate the adoption of the post-2015 development 
agenda. Together we can indeed make a difference.
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Executive summary


This report focuses on interpersonal violence, which is 
violence that occurs between family members, intimate 
partners, friends, acquaintances and strangers, and includes 
child maltreatment, youth violence, intimate partner violence, 
sexual violence and elder abuse. Interpersonal violence is 
a risk factor for lifelong health and social problems. It is 
both predictable and preventable, and responsibility for 
addressing it rests clearly with national governments.


Aims of the report


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
represents the progress countries have made in implementing 
the recommendations of the 2002 World report on violence 
and health. The specific aims of the report are to:


• describe the state of the problem of interpersonal 
violence worldwide and the extent to which countries are 
collecting data on fatal and non-fatal violence to inform 
planning and action;


• assess the current status of programme, policy and 
legislative measures to prevent violence;


• evaluate the availability of health care, social and legal 
services for victims of violence;


• identify gaps in tackling the problem of interpersonal 
violence and stimulate national action to address them.


By giving an assessment of violence prevention efforts 
globally and a snapshot of these efforts by country, the 
report provides a starting point for tracking future progress 
and offers a benchmark that countries can use to assess 
their own progress.


Method


Data for this report were systematically gathered from 
each country in a four-step process which was led by a 
government-appointed National Data Coordinator. First, 
within each country a self-administered questionnaire was 
completed by respondents from ministries of health, justice, 
education, gender and women, law enforcement and police, 
children, social development and the interior, and, where 
relevant, nongovernmental organizations. Second, these 
respondents held a consensus meeting and agreed on the 


data best representing their country. Third, WHO regional 
and global violence prevention technical staff validated 
the final data submitted for each country by checking them 
against independent databases and other sources. Finally, 
permission to include the final data in the status report was 
obtained from country government officials.


Coverage


This report highlights data from 133 countries, covering 
6.1 billion people and representing 88% of the world’s 
population. Response rates by region varied, covering 63% 
of the population in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 70% 
in the African Region, 83% in the European Region, 88% in 
the Region of the Americas and 97% in both the South-East 
Asia and Western Pacific Regions.


Violence affects the lives of millions, with 
long-lasting consequences


There were an estimated 475 000 deaths in 2012 as a 
result of homicide. Sixty percent of these were males aged 
15–44 years, making homicide the third leading cause of 
death for males in this age group. Within low- and middle-
income countries, the highest estimated rates of homicide 
occur in the Region of the Americas, with 28.5 homicides 
per 100 000 population, followed by the African Region 
with a rate of 10.9 homicides per 100 000 population. The 
lowest estimated rate of homicide is in the low- and middle-
income countries of the Western Pacific Region, with 2.1 per 
100 000 population. Over the period 2000–2012, homicide 
rates are estimated to have declined by just over 16% 
globally (from 8.0 to 6.7 per 100 000 population), and, in 
high-income countries, by 39% (from 6.2 to 3.8 per 100 000 
population). By contrast, homicide rates in low- and middle-
income countries have shown less decline over the same 
period. For both upper and lower middle-income countries 
the decline was 13%, and for low-income countries it was 
10%. Nevertheless, deaths are only a fraction of the health 
and social burden arising from violence.
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Women, children and elderly people bear the brunt of non-
fatal physical, sexual and psychological abuse:


• A quarter of all adults report having been physically 
abused as children.


• One in five women reports having been sexually abused 
as a child.


• One in three women has been a victim of physical or 
sexual violence by an intimate partner at some point in 
her lifetime.


• One in 17 older adults reported abuse in the past month.


Such violence contributes to lifelong ill health – particularly 
for women and children – and early death. Many leading 
causes of death such as heart disease, stroke, cancer and 
HIV/AIDS are the result of victims of violence adopting 
behaviours such as smoking, alcohol and drug misuse, and 
unsafe sex in an effort to cope with the psychological impact 
of violence. Violence also places a heavy strain on health 
and criminal justice systems, social and welfare services 
and the economic fabric of communities.


Key data on violence are often lacking


Despite the magnitude of deaths resulting from violence 
and the massive scale on which the non-fatal consequences 
of violence affect women, children and elderly people, 
there are important gaps in data that undermine violence 
prevention efforts. Fully 60% of countries do not have 
usable data on homicide from civil or vital registration 
sources. For many of the countries where these data do 
exist, they often lack specificity, such as the sex and age of 
the victim, the relationship of victim to perpetrator, and the 
mechanism of homicide – all of which are needed to design 
and monitor prevention efforts. Most instances of violence 
against women, children and elderly people do not come 
to the attention of authorities or service providers, making 
population-based surveys a critical source of information to 
document the nature and extent of these problems. More 
than half of countries surveyed reported gathering data on 
intimate partner and sexual violence; however, less than half 
of countries reported conducting population-based surveys 
on other types of violence such as child maltreatment, youth 
violence and elder abuse.


National action planning is underway in most 
countries, but is not always informed by data


The different types of violence share many underlying risk 
factors and important inter-relationships. For example, 


economic inequality, alcohol misuse and inadequate 
parenting all increase the likelihood of child maltreatment, 
youth violence and intimate partner and sexual violence 
against women. Children who suffer rejection, neglect, 
harsh physical punishment and sexual abuse – or witness 
violence at home or in the community – are at greater risk 
of engaging in aggressive and antisocial behaviour at later 
stages in their development, including violent behaviour 
as adults. Only about half of countries reported having 
integrated plans that address multiple types of violence. 
This suggests that planning may be driven more by efforts 
to address specific types of violence than the need to create 
synergies across types of violence.


The survey found that national action plans were often 
present when national survey data were not, suggesting 
that much planning and policy-making is done in the absence 
of data. While for some countries this may reflect a lag 
between calls for data collection and actual data collection 
improvements, future work should prioritize filling this gap 
by ensuring that national plans of action are firmly anchored 
in data on the scale and causes of the different types of 
violence.


Countries are beginning to invest in 
prevention, but not on a scale that matches the 
burden


A growing number of scientific studies demonstrate that 
violence is preventable. Based on systematic reviews of 
the scientific evidence for prevention, WHO and its partners 
have identified seven “best buy” strategies – six focusing on 
preventing violence and one focusing on response efforts. 
These strategies can potentially reduce multiple types of 
violence and help decrease the likelihood of individuals 
perpetrating violence or becoming a victim. The strategies 
are:


1. developing safe, stable and nurturing relationships 
between children and their parents and caregivers;


2. developing life skills in children and adolescents;


3. reducing the availability and harmful use of alcohol;


4. reducing access to guns and knives;


5. promoting gender equality to prevent violence against 
women;


6. changing cultural and social norms that support violence;


7. victim identification, care and support programmes.
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The survey found that while countries are investing in 
prevention programmes representative of these strategies, 
it is not on a level commensurate with the scale and 
severity of the problem. Across the 18 types of programme 
asked about in the survey, about a third of countries are 
implementing them on a larger scale (i.e. across many 
schools or communities or with a reach to over 30% of the 
intended target population). Social and cultural norm-change 
strategies were the most common approach reported to 
address violence against women, while life skills training 
and bullying prevention were the most common strategies 
reported to address youth violence. Countries also reported 
implementing strategies such as home visits and other 
parenting education approaches designed to improve 
parent-child relationships and prevent child maltreatment 
and the developmental pathways that lead to later violent 
behaviour. Implementation of strategies to prevent elder 
abuse was limited at best. Less than a third of the countries 
surveyed (26%) reported implementing campaigns aimed 
at educating professionals to recognize the signs and 
symptoms of elder abuse and improve their problem-solving 
and case management skills on a larger scale, and only 23% 
reported implementing public information campaigns on 
elder abuse.


More can be done to address key risk factors 
for violence through policy and other measures


Violence of all types is strongly associated with social 
determinants such as weak governance; poor rule of law; 
cultural, social and gender norms; unemployment; income 
and gender inequality; rapid social change; and limited 
educational opportunities. Cross-cutting risk factors such as 
ease of access to firearms and other weapons and excessive 
alcohol use are also strongly associated with multiple types 
of violence. Together these factors create a social climate 
conducive to violence, and in the absence of efforts to 
address them, sustained violence prevention gains are 
difficult to achieve. Any comprehensive violence prevention 


strategy must therefore identify ways to mitigate or buffer 
against these risks.


However, few countries are implementing social and 
educational policy measures to do so. For example, only 
40% of countries surveyed report national policies providing 
incentives for youth at risk of violence to complete secondary 
schooling. Meanwhile, national level housing policies to 
reduce the concentration of poverty in urban areas (and 
explicitly aimed at reducing violence) were reported by just 
24% of countries. More countries say they are tackling the 
harmful use of alcohol, although patterns of risky drinking 
behaviour remain very high in several countries. Nearly all 
countries report measures to regulate access to firearms, 
although the laws themselves and the populations covered 
vary widely.


Violence prevention laws are widely enacted, 
but enforcement is often inadequate


The enactment and enforcement of legislation on crime and 
violence are critical for establishing norms of acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour, and creating safe and peaceful 
societies. On average, the laws surveyed were reported to 
exist by 80% of countries but to be fully enforced by just 57%. 
The biggest gaps between the existence and enforcement 
of laws related to bans on corporal punishment (reported 
to exist in 76% of countries but with only 30% of countries 
indicating full enforcement); and to domestic/family violence 
legislation (reported to exist in 87% of countries but with 
only 44% of countries indicating full enforcement). Focusing 
on better enforcement of existing laws is likely to lead to 
significant violence prevention gains. This should include 
strengthening institutional mechanisms and resources and 
increasing the human capacity needed to ensure enacted 
legislation protects people from violence, holds perpetrators 
to account and creates safe environments for all citizens.
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Availability of services to identify, refer, 
protect and support victims varies markedly


Providing high-quality care and support services to victims 
of violence is important for reducing trauma, helping victims 
heal and preventing repeat victimization and perpetration. 
However, despite strong evidence linking experiences 
of violence to mental health problems, less than half of 
countries reported the availability of mental health services 
to address the needs of victims, ranging from two-thirds of 
countries in the Region of the Americas and the European 
Region, to only 15% in the African Region. Globally, child 
protection services were the most widely reported of all 
services (69% of all countries), followed by medico-legal 
services for victims of sexual violence. However, the quality 
of these services and their accessibility to victims were not 
ascertained, and these relatively high levels of reported 
availability may conceal low-quality services. Of all services 
included in the survey, adult protective services were the 
least reported. Only a third of surveyed countries indicated 
having adult protective services in place to investigate 
potential cases of elder abuse, and assist vulnerable older 
adults.


Victim support services often extend beyond medical and 
other care. Legal representation in criminal courts and 
receiving compensation from the state are important for 
all types of interpersonal violence. While the majority of 
countries (86%) report laws providing victims with legal 
representation and participation in criminal courts, only 
52% indicate having victim compensation legislation. Both 
the existence of such laws and the extent to which they are 
enforced vary by country income level, with existence and 
enforcement appearing to be much greater in high-income 
countries than elsewhere.


Recommendations


The findings of the Global status report on violence 
prevention 2014 are relevant to national, regional and global 
violence prevention efforts. Across these levels they offer 
an opportunity for all violence prevention stakeholders to 
come together and step up their activities and investments 
to match the burden and severity of the problem.


At a national level, the report’s key recommendations are to:


• strengthen data collection to reveal the true extent of the 
problem;


• develop comprehensive and data-driven national action 
plans;


• integrate violence prevention into other health platforms;
• strengthen mechanisms for leadership and coordination;
• ensure prevention programmes are comprehensive, 


integrated and informed by evidence;
• ensure that services for victims are comprehensive and 


informed by evidence;
• strengthen support for outcome evaluation studies;
• enforce existing laws and review their quality;
• implement and enact policies and laws relevant to 


multiple types of violence;
• build capacity for violence prevention.


At regional and global levels, the report’s key recommenda-
tions are to:


• strengthen the global violence prevention agenda;
• strengthen support for comprehensive and integrated 


violence prevention programming;
• strengthen efforts of regional and subregional 


organizations to work with national offices to coordinate 
data collection and disseminate data gathered;


• increase collaboration between international organiza-
tions and donor agencies;


• set baselines and targets, and track progress .


A growing body of research shows that much interpersonal 
violence can be effectively prevented and its far-reaching 
consequences mitigated. The Global status report on 
violence prevention 2014 shows that many countries 
have begun to implement prevention programmes and 
victim services, and to develop the national action plans, 
policies and laws required to support violence prevention 
and response efforts. At the international level, high-
level resolutions that commit Member States to tackling 
interpersonal violence within their countries and through 
the establishment of networks and partnerships have been 
adopted.


Yet, this survey shows that serious gaps remain and that 
much work is still required to realize the full potential of 
the growing violence prevention field. No country can rest 
on its laurels and assume it has successfully addressed 
interpersonal violence. The international community must 
continue to recognize interpersonal violence as an important 
health, criminal justice, development and gender issue, and 
step up its support for prevention.
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INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE – A UNIVERSAL CHALLENGE


Interpersonal violence and its consequences


 
More than 1.3 million people worldwide die each year 
as a result of violence in all its forms (self-directed, 
interpersonal and collective), accounting for 2.5% of global 
mortality. For people aged 15–44 years, violence is the 
fourth leading cause of death worldwide (1). In addition, 
tens of thousands of people around the world are victims 
of non-fatal violence every day. These include victims of 
assault who sustain physical injuries requiring treatment 
in emergency departments and those who suffer other 
physical, sexual and psychological abuse, but may not 
bring it to the attention of health or other authorities. This 
report focuses on interpersonal violence, which is violence 
that occurs between family members, intimate partners, 
friends, acquaintances and strangers, and includes child 
maltreatment, youth violence (including that associated 
with gangs), violence against women (for example, intimate 
partner violence and sexual violence) and elder abuse (2). It 
is distinct from self-directed violence and collective violence, 
which are not covered in this report.1 Self-directed violence 
is that which people inflict upon themselves, such as suicidal 
behaviour and self-mutilation (2). Collective violence refers 
to instrumental violence inflicted by larger groups such as 
nation states, militia groups and terrorist organizations in 
order to achieve political, economic or social objectives (2).


1 WHO published Preventing suicide: a global imperative (3) in 2014 
(http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/world_
report_2014/en/, accessed 14 October 2014).


Since 2000, about 6 million people globally have been killed 
in acts of interpersonal violence, making homicide a more 
frequent cause of death than all wars combined during this 
period. Non-fatal interpersonal violence is more common 
than homicide and has serious and lifelong health and social 
consequences.


Beyond physical injuries, the health effects of violence 
include disabilities, depression, reproductive and physical 
health problems, smoking, high-risk sexual behaviours and 
alcohol and drug misuse – behaviours that link experiences 
of violence to heart disease, stroke, cancer, HIV/AIDS and 
a host of other chronic and infectious diseases and early 
death. Violence places a heavy strain on health and criminal 
justice systems, and social and welfare services. Violence 
also erodes the economic fabric of communities as local 
economies are impacted by workforce absenteeism, lost 
productivity, loss of human capital, and face disincentives 
for investment and economic development.


Calls to action


Violence has long been recognized as a problem for the 
criminal justice and defence sectors and has been taken up in 
various United Nations (UN) resolutions dating back to 1986 
(see Box 1). It was put on the international health agenda 
when the World Health Assembly, at its meeting in Geneva 
in 1996, adopted a resolution declaring violence a leading 
worldwide public health problem (WHA49.25). The World 
Health Assembly called upon Member States to give urgent 
consideration to the problem of violence and requested the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
to develop a science-based approach to understanding and 
preventing violence.


WHO responded to the resolution in part with the World 
report on violence and health – the first comprehensive 
review of violence as a global public health problem (2). 
The report covered a broad spectrum of violence, from 
highly visible forms such as youth violence and collective 
violence, to more hidden forms that occur against women, 
children and elderly people, as well as self-directed 
violence. For each, the report described what was known 
about the magnitude and impact of the problem, the factors 


Violence is “the intentional use of 
physical force or power, threatened 
or actual, against oneself, or against 
a group or community that either 
results in or has a high likelihood 
of resulting in injury, death, 
psychological harm, maldevelopment 
or deprivation.”


Source: WHO global consultation on violence and health, 1996 (4).



http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/world_report_2014/en/

http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/world_report_2014/en/
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that increase or protect against the risk of violence, the 
different intervention and policy responses that have been 
tried and what is known about their effectiveness. It also 
made recommendations for action at local, national and 
international levels. In short, the report recommended that 
governments:


1. create, implement and monitor a national action plan for 
violence prevention;


2. enhance capacity for collecting data on violence;


3. define priorities for, and support research on, the causes, 
consequences, costs and prevention of violence;


4. promote primary prevention responses;


5. strengthen responses for victims of violence;


6. integrate violence prevention into social and educational 
policies, and thereby promote gender and social equality;


7. increase collaboration and exchange of information on 
violence prevention;


8. promote and monitor adherence to international treaties, 
laws and other mechanisms to protect human rights;


9. seek practical, internationally agreed responses to the 
global drugs trade and the global arms trade.


Box 1: Examples of United Nations actions on interpersonal violence


While crime prevention has been on the agenda of international organizations since 1872, when the First International 
Congress on the Prevention and Repression of Crime was held in London, interest in preventing interpersonal violence 
increased around 30 years ago. In 1986 the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) asserted 
in the Seville statement on violence that violent behaviour is not genetically programmed into human nature and is 
therefore preventable (8), and in 1990 the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency were 
adopted (9). In 1997, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) was established and mandated to assist 
Member States in addressing the interrelated issues of drug control, crime prevention and international terrorism in 
the context of sustainable development and human security. In 2002, the UN Economic and Social Council adopted the 
Guidelines for the prevention of crime (10), which set out basic principles and methods for crime prevention and provide 
guidance for international action.


In 1989, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which 
obliges governments, “to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or 
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation” (11). The Committee on the Rights of the Child, which oversees 
implementation of this convention, has held several thematic discussions on violence against children and called for the 
UN Study on violence against children (12, 13) which was published in 2006. This report has been followed by several 
regional reports and by the appointment in 2009 of the UN Secretary General’s Special Representative on Violence 
against Children, who in 2013 developed the Global survey on violence against children (14).


Violence against women has also received considerable attention from UN agencies. In 1993 the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (15). Since 1994 there has been a UN Special 
Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its causes and consequences. In 1996 the United Nations Development Fund 
for Women established its Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence against Women, and in 2006 the UN Secretary General’s 
In-depth study on all forms of violence against women was published. In 2010, the UN General Assembly adopted 
the Updated model strategies and practical measures on the elimination of violence against women in the field of 
crime prevention and criminal justice (16). On its establishment as an organization in 2010, the UN Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (otherwise known as UN Women) prioritized the prevention of and response 
to violence against women and works closely with other agencies such as UNODC, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
UNAIDS and WHO to empower women, prevent violence against them, and mitigate its consequences.
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The report became a catalyst for stimulating awareness and 
action. WHO regional committees for Africa, the Americas, 
Europe, and the Western Pacific adopted resolutions 
endorsing the report’s recommendations and encouraged 
their Member States to implement them. Heads of state in 
the African Union and the Council of Europe endorsed the 
report, as did international nongovernmental organizations 
such as International Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War, Médecins Sans Frontières and the World 
Medical Association. At a national level, uptake of the 
World report on violence and health was reflected in the 
convening of over 50 policy discussions on the report, and 
the publication of 25 national reports on violence and health 
that were modelled on the global report.


WHO also developed the methodology for and conducted 
the WHO multi-country study on women’s health and 
domestic violence. The report of this study (5) presented 
the first comparable data on the prevalence of different 
forms of violence against women, their consequences and 
risk factors, and the coping strategies that women develop 
in the face of intimate partner violence. In 2013, WHO 


published the first Global and regional estimates of violence 
against women: prevalence and health burden of intimate 
partner violence and non-partner sexual violence (6), and 
Clinical and policy guidelines for responding to intimate 
partner violence and sexual violence against women (7). 
These guidelines have been widely disseminated and nearly 
35 countries have participated in related capacity-building 
workshops.


In 2003 the World Health Assembly adopted resolution 
WHA56.24, which called upon Member States to appoint 
a focal point within their ministries of health and actively 
make use of the conclusions and recommendations of the 
World report on violence and health. In 2014, the World 
Health Assembly drew attention to the important role of 
health systems in addressing violence, in particular against 
women and girls and against children, and called upon 
WHO’s Director-General to develop a global plan of action 
to strengthen the role of the health system in addressing 
interpersonal violence, in particular against women and 
girls, and against children (WHA67.15).


© WHO/Pierre Albouy.
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Aims of this report


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
represents the progress countries have made in implementing 
the recommendations of the World report on violence and 
health (2). The specific aims of the report are to:


• describe the current state of the problem around the 
world and the extent to which countries are collecting 
data on fatal and non-fatal violence to inform planning 
and action;


• assess the current status of programmatic, policy and 
legislative measures to prevent violence;


• evaluate the status of health, social and legal services 
for victims of violence;


• identify gaps and stimulate national action to address 
them.


By providing an assessment of violence prevention efforts 
at the global level and a snapshot of the state of violence 
prevention efforts in each country, the report is a starting 
point to track future progress and offers a benchmark that 
countries can use to assess their own progress.


Method


In November 2010 WHO, in collaboration with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), began 
developing the Global status report on violence prevention 
2014. The method for data collection was modelled on 
that used in WHO’s first Global status report on road 
safety (17). It involved systematically gathering data and 
other information from each country, led by a government-
appointed National Data Coordinator. Within each country, 
individual respondents from ministries of health, justice, 
education, gender and women, law enforcement and police, 
children and social development, interior, and (where 
relevant) nongovernmental organizations, completed a self-
administered questionnaire. The questionnaire focused on 
interpersonal violence including child maltreatment, elder 
abuse, intimate partner violence, sexual violence, youth 
violence, gang violence and armed violence,2 and included 
questions covering the following areas:


2 Armed violence is, “the use or threatened use of weapons to inflict 
injury, death or psychosocial harm, which undermines development” 
(18). It is estimated that 90% of armed violence victims die as a result 
of homicide or from deaths occurring during legal interventions in non-
conflict countries (19).


© Scott Wallace/The World Bank.
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• national plans of action for the prevention of violence 
overall, and by type of violence;


• agencies/departments responsible for overseeing or 
coordinating violence prevention activities, as well 
as mechanisms for collaboration and exchange of 
information on violence prevention;


• data on homicide from police and civil or vital registration 
systems;


• data on non-fatal violence from national population-
based surveys;


• social and educational policies relevant to multiple 
types of violence (e.g. incentives for youth at high-risk 
of violence to complete schooling, policies to reduce 
poverty in specific areas);


• other policies and laws relevant to multiple types of 
violence (e.g. alcohol, policing strategies, firearms 
legislation);


• prevention policies, programmes and laws by type of 
violence;


• health, social and legal services for victims of violence.


A multisectoral group of national counterparts working on 
violence prevention was then asked to reach a consensus 
on the data that best represented their country. The final 
data submitted for each country were then validated by 
WHO regional and global violence prevention technical 
staff by checking them against independent databases and 
other sources. Permission to include the final data in the 
status report was then obtained from country government 
officials. More details on the method can be found in Part V, 
Explanatory notes (page 57).


The narrative section of this report presents an analysis 
of information aggregated across countries, including 
estimated rates of homicide based on homicide data 
reported by countries and from international datasets. 
Part VI, At a glance, provides an overview of the findings 
for the five main types of violence covered by the report, 
namely child maltreatment, youth violence, intimate partner 
violence, sexual violence and elder abuse. Part VIII, Country 
profiles, describes the main indicators reported by each 
participating country using a standard template. Part IX, the 
Statistical annex, includes country-by-country results across 
several indicators.


This report highlights data from 133 countries covering 
6.1 billion people and representing 88% of the world’s 
population. Response rates by region covered 63% of 
the population in the Eastern Mediterranean Region (16 
countries), 70% in the African Region (27 countries), 83% 
in the European Region (41 countries), 88% in the Region of 
the Americas (21 countries) and 97% in both the South-East 
Asia (8 countries) and Western Pacific Regions (20 countries) 
(see Explanatory notes, Table 7, page 61).
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DEATHS AND INJURIES ARE ONLY A FRACTION OF  
THE BURDEN


Violence is a major contributor to death, disease 
and disability, and a host of other health and social 
consequences worldwide. The magnitude of the problem is 
best represented by a pyramid. Violent deaths are the most 
visible outcome of violent behaviour recorded in official 
statistics, yet represent only the apex of the pyramid. Next 
are victims of violence that come to the attention of health 
authorities and receive some form of emergency medical, 
medico-legal or other care. The third, much broader layer at 
the base of the pyramid includes acts of violence captured in 
population-based surveys – acts that may never be reported 
to health or other authorities. These surveys are critical to 
documenting the prevalence and consequences of violence 
against women and girls, child maltreatment and elder 
abuse. Of course, not all victims of violence are willing to 
disclose their experiences of violence even in a confidential 
interview, and the base of the pyramid also comprises the 
many victims of violence who suffer in silence.


As evident from the information presented in this 
report on fatal and non-fatal violence, the patterns and 


consequences of violence are not evenly distributed 
among countries, regions, or by sex and age. Whereas 
males are disproportionately represented among victims 
of violent death and physical injuries treated in emergency 
departments, women and girls, children and elderly 
people disproportionately bear the burden of the non-
fatal consequences of physical, sexual and psychological 
abuse, and neglect, worldwide. They also suffer a host 
of negative health and social consequences from these 
acts of violence that often last a lifetime and that are not 
captured in official statistics.


Homicide claimed the lives of an estimated 
475 000 people worldwide in 2012


In 2012 an estimated 475 000 people worldwide were 
victims of homicide, for an overall rate of 6.7 per 100 000 
population (see Table 1 and Box 2). Rates in high-income 
countries from all regions were generally lower than rates 
in low- and middle-income countries, and there were an 
estimated 3.8 homicides per 100 000 in all high-income 
countries combined.


Table 1: Estimated numbers and rates of homicide per 100 000 population, by WHO region and country 
income status, 2012


WHO region and country income level Number of homicides Homicide rate per 100 000 
population 


African Region, low- and middle-income 98 081 10.9


Region of the Americas, low- and middle-income 165 617 28.5


Eastern Mediterranean Region, low- and middle-income 38 447 7.0


European Region, low- and middle-income 10 277 3.8


South-East Asia Region, low- and middle-income 78 331 4.3


Western Pacific Region, low- and middle-income 34 328 2.1


All regions, high-income 48 245 3.8


Global 474 937a 6.7


a. Includes 1604 homicides estimated for non-member states.
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For low- and middle-income countries, the highest estimated 
rates of homicide are in the Region of the Americas, with an 
annual rate of 28.5 deaths per 100 000 population, followed 
by the African Region with a rate of 10.7 per 100 000 
population. The lowest estimated rates of homicide are in 
the low- and middle-income countries of the Western Pacific 
Region (2.1 per 100 000) with an annual rate that is three 
times lower than the global rate of homicide, and just under 
two times lower than the rate for all high-income countries 
combined and that for the European Region (see Table 1).


Young males bear the burden of homicide


Fatal violence is not distributed evenly among sex and age 
groups. Males account for 82% of all homicide victims 
and have estimated rates of homicide that are more than 
four times those of females (10.8 and 2.5, respectively, 
per 100 000) (see Table 2). The highest estimated rates 
of homicide in the world are found among males aged 


15–29 years (18.2 per 100 000), followed closely by males 
aged 30–44 years (15.7 per 100 000). Estimated rates of 
homicide among females range from 1.2 per 100 000 in ages 
5–14 years, to 3.2 per 100 000 in the age group 15–29 years.


Table 2: Estimated homicide rate per 100 000 
population by age group and sex, 2012, world


Age group 
(years)


Homicide rate per 100 000 population 


Male Female Total
0–4 2.8 2.7 2.7


5–14 1.7 1.2 1.5
15–29 18.2 3.2 10.9
30–44 15.7 2.7 9.3
45–59 10.2 2.0 6.1
> 60 6.7 2.7 4.5
Total 10.8 2.5 6.7


Box 2: Estimating global deaths resulting from homicide 


Producing global estimates of the number of deaths resulting from homicide requires a complex procedure of data 
collection and validation. Discrepancies in the estimates produced at international level – namely between the data 
provided by countries for the Global status report on violence prevention 2014, data from UNODC’s global studies on 
homicide  (20, 21) and data from WHO’s Mortality Database – can originate either during data collection or validation. 
Data collection at national level draws on different sources, usually including the criminal justice system (i.e. from police 
or prosecuting authorities) and civil or vital registration systems, each of which may use different definitions of homicide. 
Moreover, multiple channels of data collection exist between countries and international organizations, and these can 
result in differences in data supplied to different organizations. International agencies may also use different procedures 
to validate country data. Finally, different definitional frameworks can exist, both at national and international level.


The estimates of numbers and rates for deaths resulting from homicide presented in this report, and the proportion of 
homicides by mechanism (for example, firearm and sharp force), were based on information from several sources. These 
included data provided by countries from police and vital registration sources; data from UNODC’s global studies on 
homicide (20, 21); and data from WHO’s Mortality Database. The estimation process used observed data on homicide 
rates, in conjunction with regression modelling for countries without sufficient data availability or quality, to compute 
comparable estimates of homicide rates and numbers across countries. As a result of the estimation process, the 
estimates will not always match reported criminal justice and vital registration figures.


Full details of the estimation procedures used in the Global status report on violence prevention 2014 are given on page 
62, while methodological details on the data published by UNODC appear in the global studies on homicide (20, 21). 
These differences in data collection, validation, and methods of statistical estimation explain discrepancies between 
the figures presented in this report and those published by UNODC, as shown in Table A3 of the Statistical annex. 
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Figure 1: Homicide rate per 100 000 population by age group and country income level, 2012, world


The disproportionate impact of homicide on youth is a 
consistent pattern across all levels of country income (see 
Figure 1). It is however much more pronounced in low- and 
upper middle-income countries than in lower middle- and 
high-income countries. Furthermore, the effects of country 
income on homicide rates differ by age group.


In the age ranges 0–4 and 5–14 years, homicide rates 
increase progressively from high- to low-income countries 
(see Figure 1). By contrast, homicide rates in the 15–29 
and 30–44 year age ranges are highest in upper middle-
income countries, followed by low-income countries. This 
may reflect the influence of factors other than income and 
which may be specific to upper middle-income countries in 
the Region of the Americas.


For women, homicide is often at the hands of 
partners


When women are killed, it is often their partner who is 
responsible. In 2013 WHO and others estimated that as 
many as 38% of female homicides globally were committed 
by male partners while the corresponding figure for men 
was 6% (6, 22). Of the statistics on these female homicide 
victims, 20% were lacking data on perpetrator-victim 
relationship (22).


Figure 2: Proportion of all homicides by 
mechanism, world, 2012


One in every two homicides is committed with 
a firearm – although this varies markedly by 
region


Approximately one in every two homicides is committed with 
a firearm, and one in four with a sharp instrument such as 
a knife (see Figure 2), although the mechanism of homicide 
varies markedly by region. While firearm homicides account 
for 75% of all homicides in the low- and middle-income 
countries of the Region of the Americas, they account for 
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only 25% of homicides in the low- and middle-income 
countries of the European Region, where 37% of homicides 
involve sharp instruments (see Figure 3). Homicides by sharp 


force are estimated to comprise 35% of homicides in the 
African Region, 26%  in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 
and 38% in the South-East Asia Region.


Figure 3: Proportion of homicides by mechanism and WHO region, 2012
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Cultural factors, whether an incident involves child 
maltreatment, youth violence, intimate partner violence 
or sexual violence against women or elder abuse, and the 
availability of weapons often determine how weapons 
are used in interpersonal violence (2). Firearms are highly 
prevalent in the Region of the Americas and are the 
predominant weapon used in violent encounters, including 
intimate partner homicides. In other regions, weapons such 
as knives and beatings with fists, feet or objects are more 
common. The weapons used in interpersonal violence also 
differ substantially from one type of violence to another. Blunt 
trauma and suffocation, for instance, are more common in 
cases of fatal child maltreatment. In contrast, cases of youth 
violence are more likely to feature lethal weapons such as 
firearms or knives (2). In some countries, so-called honour 
killings and death by fire account for a significant number 
of reported cases of lethal intimate partner violence against 
women.


Homicides are declining fast in high-income 
countries but more slowly elsewhere


Over the period 2000–2012, homicide rates are estimated 
to have declined by just over 16% globally (from 8.0 to 6.7 
per 100 000 population), and, in high-income countries, 
by 39% (from 6.2 to 3.8 per 100 000 population, see 
Figure 4). By contrast, homicide rates in low- and middle-
income countries have shown less decline over the same 
period. For both upper and lower middle-income countries 


the reported decline was 13%, and for low-income countries 
it was 10%.


Hundreds of thousands of victims of violence 
receive emergency medical care each year


For every violence-related death there are many more 
individuals who seek emergency treatment for an injury 
sustained from an act of interpersonal violence. For example, 
in a nationally representative study of violence-related 
injury cases presenting at emergency departments during a 
1-month period in Brazil, there were 4835 cases of violence-
related injury, of which 91% were victims of interpersonal 
violence and 9% were the result of self-directed violence. 
More than half of the victims (55%) were also young, aged 
10–29 years (23). In the United States of America, 1 723 515 
people were treated in emergency departments in 2012 for 
injuries sustained in an assault; 37% were aged 10–24 (24). 
In Cape Town, South Africa, analysis of 9236 consecutive 
trauma centre admissions from October 2010 to September 
2011 showed that assault with a sharp instrument (21%) or 
blunt object (17%) were the two most common mechanisms 
of injury, that over 70% of all cases were males, and 42% 
were aged 18–30 years (25).


Globally, an estimated 42% of women who have been 
physically and/or sexually abused by a partner have 
experienced injuries as a result of that violence (6). 
Estimates from some countries indicate that more than 


Figure 4: Trends in estimated rates of homicide by country income status, 2000–2012, world
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one in four women injured by an intimate partner requires 
medical care (26). Blunt-force injuries by an intimate partner 
are most commonly inflicted on the head, face and neck, 
followed by musculoskeletal and genital injuries (6, 27).


Children who suffer physical abuse may manifest a variety 
of internal and external injuries that can be life threatening 
(28). Abusive head trauma is a common cause of injuries in 
very young children. Skull fractures, retinal haemorrhaging, 
subdural haematomas, neurological disabilities, cortical 
blindness and seizures are some of the common injuries 
related to abusive head trauma (28). Injuries that are 
unexplained or inconsistent with the history provided by the 
child or a caregiver may also suggest abuse.


Elder abuse can also lead to physical injuries ranging from 
minor scratches and bruises to broken bones and head 
injuries that lead to lasting disabilities. For older people, the 
consequences of abuse can be especially serious because 
their bones are more brittle and convalescence takes 
longer. Even relatively minor injuries can cause serious and 
permanent damage, or death (29).


Women, children and elderly people bear 
the burden of the non-fatal consequences of 
physical, sexual and psychological abuse


Violence against women, against children, and elder abuse 
are particularly prone to underreporting in official death 
statistics, police reports and data on injuries treated in 
hospital emergency departments. In the case of violent 
deaths, there can be significant levels of misclassification 


of deaths from intimate partner violence, with deaths 
often being attributed to another cause (for example, a 
kitchen accident or a fall). Furthermore, information about 
the victim-perpetrator relationship is often missing from 
official homicide statistics. Many child and elderly deaths 
are also not routinely investigated or subject to post-
mortem examination, which makes it difficult to establish 
the precise numbers of fatalities from abuse. In the case 
of police reports of non-fatal violence and injuries treated 
in hospital emergency departments, factors such as the 
severity of the violence, the age of the victim, whether the 
perpetrator was known to the victim and lack of access or 
distrust in health or police authorities impact the likelihood 
of a victim coming forward to report their assault.


Much of what is known about violence against women, 
children and older adults comes from population-based 
surveys and special studies. These studies indicate that 
physical, sexual and psychological abuse are widespread 
and undermine the health and well-being of millions 
of women, children and older adults worldwide. These 
studies also underscore the fact that a reliance on routinely 
collected data from police and health services is inadequate 
for the design and monitoring of comprehensive prevention 
plans addressing these forms of violence. For example, 
population-based surveys of intimate partner violence 
against women show that 20% to 60% of women have told 
no one about the violence and few have sought institutional 
help, including from health care services. Of women who 
were injured due to violence, 48% reported needing health 
care for the injury, but only 36% actually sought it (5).


© UN Photo/Gaston Guarda.
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Figure 5: Prevalence of intimate partner violence, by WHO region


About 30% of ever-partnered women 
throughout the world have experienced 
physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate 
partner at some point in their lives


Global estimates of intimate partner violence perpetrated 
by men against women indicate that 30% of ever-partnered 
women (about one in three) worldwide have experienced 
physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner at some 
point in their lives (see Figure 5) (6). In the African, Eastern 
Mediterranean and South-East Asia Regions, approximately 
37% of ever-partnered women report experiencing physical 
and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner in their lives, 
followed by the Region of the Americas, with approximately 
30% of women reporting lifetime exposure. Globally, 7.2% 
of women also report experiencing sexual violence by other 
perpetrators (6).


One in five girls has been sexually abused 
during childhood, with estimates from some 
countries placing that proportion closer to one 
in three


Estimates of child maltreatment indicate that nearly a 
quarter of adults (22.6%) worldwide suffered physical 
abuse as a child, 36.3% experienced emotional abuse and 
16.3% experienced physical neglect, with no significant 
differences between boys and girls (30–32). However, the 
lifetime prevalence rate of childhood sexual abuse indicates 
more marked differences by sex – 18% for girls and 7.6% 
for boys (33). National surveys of violence against children 
conducted in Africa reveal much higher rates of childhood 
physical, sexual and emotional abuse than the global rates.
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Figure 6: Lifetime prevalence of child sexual violence in Kenya, Tanzania, Swaziland and Zimbabwe, 
by sex


*Only girls were surveyed in Swaziland
 Source: Violence Against Children Surveys (34–37).


Findings from the Violence Against Children Surveys 
conducted in Kenya, the Republic of Tanzania, Swaziland 
and Zimbabwe, for instance, indicate that about one in three 
girls experienced sexual abuse during their childhood. For 
boys, the reported prevalence of childhood sexual abuse 
ranged from 9% in Zimbabwe to 18% in Kenya (see Figure 
6). The reported prevalence of childhood physical abuse was 
between 53% and 76% in Kenya, the Republic of Tanzania, 
and Zimbabwe, with somewhat higher rates of childhood 
physical abuse experienced by boys than girls. The reported 
prevalence of childhood physical abuse of girls in Swaziland 
was 22%. The reported prevalence of emotional abuse 
during childhood for the four countries was between 24% 
and 38%, with similar rates indicated by boys and girls 
(34–37).


Globally, 6% of older adults report significant 
abuse in the past month


Elder abuse has not been studied to the same extent as 
other types of violence. The only available global estimate 
shows that 6% of older adults reported significant abuse 
in the past month (38). National surveys conducted in 
predominately high-income countries find wide variation 
in rates of abuse in the past year among adults aged over 
60 years. For instance, reported rates of abuse among older 
adults living in private households range from 0.8% in Spain 
and 2.6% in the United Kingdom to upwards of 18% in Israel, 


23.8% in Austria and 32% in Belgium (38–40). In studies of 
vulnerable elders (for example, those suffering dementia or 
living in a residential institution for older adults), nearly 25% 
reported significant levels of psychological abuse (41). With 
a rapidly ageing population in countries around the world, 
the number of elderly adults vulnerable to abuse, neglect 
and exploitation is expected to grow.


Violence contributes to lifelong ill health, 
particularly for women and children


The non-fatal consequences of violence are by far the 
greatest part of the social and health burden arising from 
violence (see Figure 7). Physical injuries themselves are 
outweighed by the wide spectrum of negative behavioural, 
cognitive, mental health, sexual and reproductive health 
problems, chronic diseases and social effects that arise 
from exposure to violence. All types of violence have been 
strongly linked to negative health consequences across 
the lifespan, but violence against women and children 
contributes disproportionately to the health burden. The 
available evidence shows that victims of child maltreatment 
and women who have experienced intimate partner 
and sexual violence have more health problems, incur 
significantly higher health care costs, make more visits to 
health providers over their lifetimes and have more hospital 
stays (and longer duration of hospital stays) than those who 
have not experienced violence (2, 27).
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Violence against women and girls is an important risk factor 
for HIV, other sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted 
pregnancies and other reproductive health problems. For 
example, women who have experienced intimate partner 
violence have a 16% greater chance of having a low birth 
weight baby and are more than twice as likely to have an 
induced abortion (6). In certain regions of the world, women 
who have experienced intimate partner violence are 1.5 


times more likely to acquire HIV and 1.6 times more likely 
to have syphilis (6). Violence against women and children 
has also been strongly linked to many other adverse 
health outcomes affecting the brain and nervous system, 
gastrointestinal and genitourinary systems, and immune 
and endocrine function (endocrine glands secrete hormones 
that control and coordinate activities throughout the body) 
(27, 28).


Figure 7: Behavioural and health consequences of violence 
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Exposure to violence is also strongly associated with high-
risk behaviours such as alcohol and drug abuse and smoking, 
which in turn are key risk factors for several leading causes 
of death, including cardiovascular disease, cancer, chronic 
lung disease, liver disease and other noncommunicable 
diseases (42–44). Victims of violence are also at higher risk 
of depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder and 
suicidal behaviour (27, 28, 45, 46). Both exposure to violence 
and men’s perpetration of violence against women have been 
shown to be associated with high-risk sexual behaviours 
(47, 48). For example, findings from a multi-country study 
in Eastern Europe found a substantially greater risk of 
problem drinking (10 times) and drug use (six times) among 
young adults who had four or more adverse experiences 
in childhood compared to young adults without these 
experiences (42). Young adults who experienced adverse 
events in their childhood also had a 2.4 times increased risk 
of cancer, 5.8 times risk of stroke and 49-fold increased risk 
of attempting suicide compared to those without adverse 
child experiences (42).


Women exposed to intimate partner violence are almost 
twice as likely to have an alcohol use disorder, twice 
as likely to experience depression, and have a 4.5-fold 
increased risk of suicide attempts compared to women 


who have not been exposed to partner violence (6). Women 
who have experienced non-partner sexual violence are also 
2.3 times more likely to have alcohol use disorders and 2.6 
times more likely to have depression or anxiety than women 
who have not (6).


Violence has high economic costs – 
preventing violence can promote economic 
growth


The health and social consequences of violence take an 
economic toll on countries too, although the precise burden 
is unknown, particularly in developing countries where 
economic losses and impact tend to be underestimated. The 
provision of treatment, mental health services, emergency 
care and criminal justice responses are some of the direct 
costs associated with violence. There are also a wide 
range of indirect costs. Victims of violence are more likely 
to experience spells of unemployment, absenteeism, and 
to suffer health problems that affect job performance (49). 
Other indirect costs include those related to lost productivity 
because of premature death; long-term disability; the 
provision of places of safety for children and women; 
disruptions to daily life because of fears for personal safety; 
and disincentives to investment and tourism (49).


© UN Photo/Martine Perret.
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Findings from various cost studies show that most countries 
expend a significant amount of resources in responding to 
violence. It was estimated in 2004 that direct and indirect 
economic costs of violence were equivalent to 0.4% of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in Thailand, 1.2% of GDP in 
Brazil and 4% of GDP in Jamaica (49). In the United States, 
the total lifetime economic burden resulting from new cases 
of fatal and non-fatal child maltreatment is approximately 
US$ 124 billion annually (in 2010 dollars) (50). The annual 
economic cost of violence against women is estimated to 
be US$ 5.8 billion in the United States for the year 2003 (51).


A few efforts have been made to estimate the potential 
benefits of violence prevention to national economies. 
Comparison of data from Costa Rica (with a homicide rate of 
8.1 100 000 population) with four nearby countries (Guyana 


with 16.1; Dominican Republic with 16.5; Jamaica with 
33.8; and Haiti with 33.9) suggests significant gains could 
be made by these four countries if violence could be reduced 
to Costa Rica’s level. Guyana and the Dominican Republic 
would benefit from growth rate increases of 1.7 and 1.8% 
respectively, while Haiti and Jamaica could both increase 
annual economic growth per capita by an estimated 5.4% 
(52).


This section has shown that violence is a significant public 
health problem in its own right, and a major risk factor 
for lifelong ill health and other social problems that in 
combination can lead to substantial economic costs. It is 
against this backdrop that Part III, Findings, describes what 
countries are doing to prevent violence and mitigate its 
consequences, as indicated by their survey responses.


© WHO/Alex Serafini Swanepoel.
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE EXTENT OF THE PROBLEM IS 
HINDERED BY GAPS IN DATA


Reliable data on the nature and extent of violence, the 
populations at risk and the causes and consequences of 
violence are essential to developing well-informed national 
plans of action and policies, programmes and services to 
prevent and respond to violence. Data on both fatal and 
non-fatal violence are necessary to inform these efforts. 
Countries were asked to provide information on deaths as 
well as on national population-based surveys that capture 
information on victimization which may or may not have 
been reported to police or other authorities.


For deaths, countries were asked to provide information on 
homicide from police data and from civil or vital registration 
data. Both sources of data have their strengths and 
weaknesses. Strengths of police data include the detailed 
nature of the information included, their comprehensiveness 
(compared to other crimes, homicide data suffer much less 
from underreporting), and their validity and consistency. 
Weaknesses of police data include the fact that within and 
between countries there can be wide variation in homicide 
information collected by law enforcement authorities 
because of varying legal thresholds for classifying a death 


as an intentional homicide, and because of varying police 
and law enforcement capacity to identify and record 
homicide events (53). For instance, infanticide leading to 
death or so-called “honour killings” may not be recorded as 
intentional homicides in police statistics (53).


Civil or vital registration systems, on the other hand, typically 
record homicides using the International Classification 
of Disease (ICD) external cause of injury codes (see ICD-
10, chapter 20) (54). The manner (or intent) of death is 
determined by a medical professional (for example, a 
coroner or medical examiner) along with the underlying 
cause (the way in which the person sustained the fatal 
injury – for example, gunshot, strangulation). For a death to 
be classified as homicide, there must be a preponderance 
of evidence indicating that the injuries were inflicted by 
another person with the intent to injure or kill. In general, 
civil or vital registration systems are not subject to legal 
thresholds for classifying a death as a homicide. Thus, some 
cases may fall in the so-called undetermined intent category 
because of insufficient evidence to determine the manner of 
death. However, unlike criminal justice data, these systems 
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record all causes of death, which facilitates adjustments 
to correct for incompleteness when computing national 
totals. Nonetheless, the quality of public health data on 
homicides is influenced by factors similar to police data, 
including insufficient professional health staff (especially 
in developing countries), problems of undercounting when 
not all deaths are properly examined and certified, and the 
possibility that cause of death assessments are changed by 
coroners after statistics are produced (20).


Fully 60% of countries do not have usable data 
on homicide from civil or vital registration 
sources


The findings from the survey show substantial gaps in 
data across the two sources of homicide information. The 
majority of countries (88%) report having data on homicide 
from police sources. However, fully 60% of countries do not 
have usable data on homicide from civil or vital registration 
sources, while about 9% of countries report having neither 
police nor vital registration data on homicide. Within certain 
WHO regions, the availability of data on fatal violence is even 
more limited. For instance, in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region some 30% of countries report missing homicide data 
from police sources, and in the African and South-East Asia 
Regions, 70%–75% of countries indicate they are missing 
homicide data from civil or vital registration sources (see 
Figure 8). Data on homicides also remain insufficiently 
detailed in many countries to guide and monitor prevention 


and response efforts. For instance, 36% of countries report 
being unable to provide a breakdown of homicide by sex 
in their police data and more than half (54%) are not able 
to provide this breakdown in their civil or vital registration 
data. In addition, 13% of countries (over one third in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region) say they lack annual data on 
homicide for the period 2001–2010 to track trends. Countries 
were not asked about information on victim-perpetrator 
relationships or about the circumstances surrounding the 
violent death. However, other studies (20,21) have found 
that few systems collect such information, making it difficult 
to classify homicides by type of violence (for example, those 
resulting from child maltreatment, elder abuse or from 
intimate partner violence). Without more detailed data, the 
measures countries are taking to prevent homicide run the 
risk of being poorly targeted and less effective than they 
could be.


Approximately 43% of countries reporting the availability 
of police homicide data do not use a standard definition to 
classify homicides (e.g. UNODC’s International Classification 
of Crime for Statistical Purposes) (55); for countries reporting 
homicide data from civil or vital registration sources, about 
14% are not using a standard definition (e.g. ICD-10 external 
cause of injury codes) (54). Countries should identify ways to 
strengthen data from both sources and should also look for 
ways to link data from these and other sources to provide 
more complete and comprehensive information to target 
prevention efforts.
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For most types of violence, under half 
of countries reported having conducted 
nationally representative population-based 
surveys


While the majority of countries say they have data on fatal 
violence from either police or vital registration sources, 
for most types of violence less than half of countries 
surveyed report having conducted nationally representative 
prevalence surveys (see Figure 9).


Even though gang violence and armed violence are highly 
visible types of violence, few countries have gathered 
systematic data to determine the prevalence and 
characteristics of these types of violence at a national 
level. Only 6% of countries report the conducting of national 
surveys on gang violence and 11% of countries report 
the conducting of surveys on armed violence, including in 
countries where smaller-scale studies indicate serious 
problems with gangs and gun violence. Further, only 26% 
indicate that they have surveyed youth violence, including 
29% of countries in the Region of the Americas and 43% of 
countries in the European Region. Where conducted, such 
surveys have typically gathered population-based data on 
bullying, physical fighting and school violence.


Intimate partner violence is the most 
extensively surveyed of all types of violence


Approximately 57% of countries indicated that they had 
conducted national surveys on violence against women 
which focused on intimate partner violence, making this 


type of violence the most extensively surveyed of all, 
followed closely by population-based surveys that include 
sexual violence (see Figure 9). Data on intimate partner 
and sexual violence have typically been collected either in 
dedicated surveys of violence against women, or as part 
of demographic and health or reproductive health surveys. 
About two thirds of countries in the European Region 
and Region of the Americas (68% and 67% respectively) 
indicated that they have conducted surveys on intimate 
partner violence compared to 52% of countries in the African 
Region, 38% of countries in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region and 25% of countries in the South-East Asia Region. 
About half (52%) of countries indicated that they have 
conducted national surveys that included questions on 
sexual violence, including many countries in Africa (67%), 
and between 25% and 62% in other WHO regions.


Countries reported that sexual violence was the 
predominant type of violence surveyed across all levels of 
country income status, with 52% indicating that they have 
conducted a national prevalence survey on sexual violence 
(see Table 3). While the proportion of countries reporting 
that they have conducted national surveys on various types 
of violence was consistently lower in low-income countries 
relative to middle- and high-income countries, this was not 
the case with sexual violence. More low-income countries 
reported conducting population-based surveys that included 
questions on sexual violence than high-income countries.


Approximately four in 10 countries (41%) report that they 
have conducted national surveys on child maltreatment (see 


Figure 9: Proportion of countries that have conducted national prevalence surveys on different types of 
violence (n = 133 reporting countries)
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Figure 9), with 60% of countries in the European Region 
having done so compared with 43% in the Region of the 
Americas, 33% in the African Region and 13% of countries 
in the South-East Asia Region. These differences are also 
evident when looking at country income status. Only 14% 
of low-income countries report having conducted surveys 
on child maltreatment compared to nearly half of high- and 
middle-income countries (47% and 45% respectively) (see 
Table 3).


About one in six (17%) countries reports having conducted 
a survey on elder abuse (see Figure 9), including 32% of 
countries in the European Region, 19% of countries in the 
Region of the Americas and between 7%–13% in other 
regions, with the exception of the South-East Asia Region 


where no country indicates having conducted such a survey. 
Elder abuse was reportedly also the least surveyed of the 
different types of violence in low-income countries.


It is important to note that survey respondents were not 
always aware that national prevalence surveys had been 
conducted in their countries. Where this was the case, 
information about the existence of relevant surveys was 
shared with countries during the validation process. It 
is nonetheless possible that existing surveys have been 
missed. In addition, countries may have categorized a single 
survey as providing information on several different forms 
of violence (for example, intimate partner violence, sexual 
violence, child maltreatment) or have incorrectly categorized 
a small-scale survey as a national survey.


Table 3: Population-based surveys by type of violence and country income status (n = 133 reporting 
countries)a


Type of violence High-income Middle-income Low-income


Armed violence 13% 11% 10%


Child maltreatment 47% 45% 14%


Elder abuse 34% 11% 5%


Intimate partner violence 58% 62% 38%


Sexual violence 47% 53% 52%


Youth violence 47% 18% 14%


Survey covering all types 45% 27% 14%


a   There were too few reported surveys of gang violence for inclusion in this table.
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NATIONAL ACTION PLANNING IS UNDERWAY IN MANY 
COUNTRIES


Developing a national action plan is a key step towards 
effective violence prevention. It is a way for countries to 
articulate how violence impacts the health, economic 
viability and safety and security of a nation. It also provides 
direction to policy-makers and others about what needs to 
be done and how best to achieve sustainable reductions in 
violence. As outlined in the recommendations of the World 
report on violence and health (2), a national action plan 
should include: objectives; priorities; strategies; assigned 
responsibilities; a timetable and evaluation mechanism; 
and adequate financial resources for implementation. The 
plan should also be based on input from a wide range of 
governmental and nongovernmental actors, and feature 
coordinating mechanisms at local and national levels to 
enable collaboration between sectors, with a specific 
organization mandated to monitor and report periodically 
on progress. Formulating a national action plan therefore 
involves considerable time and resources, and the existence 
of such a plan can thus be assumed to indicate a firm 
commitment to addressing the problem.


Plans that encompass all types of 
interpersonal violence are less common than 
those for specific types of violence


The different types of violence share many underlying risk 
factors and are related to each other in important ways. 


For example, children who suffer rejection, neglect, harsh 
physical punishment and sexual abuse – or witness violence 
at home or in the community – are at greater risk of engaging 
in aggressive and antisocial behaviour at later stages in 
their development, including engaging in violent behaviour 
as adults (56, 57). About half (51%) of countries surveyed 
indicated that they had integrated plans that address 
multiple types of violence (see Table 4). This suggests that 
in about half of countries, planning may be driven more by 
efforts to address specific types of violence than efforts to 
create synergies across types of violence. Integrated plans 
addressing all types of violence were far more frequent in 
the Region of the Americas (76%) than in other regions.


Many countries include intimate partner violence and 
sexual violence in their national plans to address violence 
against women. Approximately three out of every four 
countries reported having national action plans for child 
maltreatment (71%), followed by national action plans for 
intimate partner violence (68%) and sexual violence (65%), 
and youth violence (53%). Less than half of the surveyed 
countries reported plans to address elder abuse (41%), 
armed violence (40%) or gang violence (37%) (see Table 4).


Table 4: National action plans by type of violence and WHO region (n = 133 reporting countries)


Type of violence African 
region


Region 
of the 


Americas


Eastern 
Mediterranean 


Region


European 
Region 


South-
East Asia 


Region


Western 
Pacific 
Region


All 
countries


Armed violence 41% 62% 44% 32% 50% 25% 40%


Gang violence 30% 62% 44% 33% 38% 25% 37%


Youth violence 41% 71% 44% 63% 38% 45% 53%


Child maltreatment 56% 91% 69% 78% 88% 55% 71%


Intimate partner violence 63% 86% 44% 78% 75% 55% 68%


Sexual violence 70% 86% 38% 63% 75% 60% 65%


Elder abuse 33% 52% 50% 39% 50% 35% 41%


Plan covering all types 41% 76% 50% 46% 50% 50% 51%







Part III – Findings 25


Figure 10: Proportion of countries with national survey data and national action plans, by type of 
violence (n = 133 reporting countries)


The Eastern Mediterranean Region reported the lowest 
frequency of national action plans to address intimate 
partner violence (44%) and sexual violence (38%). In the 
African Region, plans to address sexual violence, intimate 
partner violence and child maltreatment were reported by 
more than half of countries (70%, 63%, 56% respectively), 
whereas for youth, armed, and gang violence, only 30%–
41% of countries in the region reported plans of action to 
address these types of violence. Plans of action to address 
elder abuse were indicated in fewer than half of all countries 
in the African, European and Western Pacific Regions.


National plans are not always informed by 
data


National action plans and information from data systems 
should be mutually reinforcing since good epidemiological 
data are needed to discern where violence is occurring, the 
groups at greatest risk and to track and monitor progress. 
Without an understanding of the extent and causes of 
violence it is difficult to formulate effective national plans 
of action or other policy frameworks for violence prevention. 
Ideally, the collection and analysis of data on the prevalence 
of – and risk factors for – fatal and non-fatal violence 
should therefore precede the formulation of national plans 
of action. However, where no such data collection systems 
and survey findings are available, it is also logical for 
authorities to develop a national plan of action that calls 


for improvements in the capacity to collect data. Comparing 
the extent to which national plans of action coincide with 
the availability of national population-based  surveys for 
non-fatal violence thus provides insight into the relationship 
between data, policy and planning.


Globally, many more countries reported that they had plans 
of action to reduce violence than population-based surveys 
(see Figure 10). This was less the case for intimate partner 
and sexual violence against women, with the number of 
countries reporting national action plans on these types of 
violence 11–13 percentage points higher than the number 
of countries reporting surveys. Many countries include both 
intimate partner and sexual violence in their national plans 
to address violence against women and often include both 
intimate partner violence and sexual violence in population-
based surveys. The most frequently reported plans of action 
were for child maltreatment (71% of countries), which 
was 30 percentage points more than the percentage of 
countries reporting surveys on child maltreatment. Similar 
gaps between plans of action and available survey data 
were seen for armed and gang violence and elder abuse, 
with about three times as many countries reporting plans of 
action for these types of violence than countries with survey 
data on them.
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Regionally, the African Region had the largest gap between 
plans of action and available survey data across most types 
of violence. Consistency between action between action 
plans and the availability of survey data was highest in the 
European Region.


The reported predominance of national action plans over 
the availability of national survey data in general, and 
for the African Region in particular, suggests that much 
planning and policy-making is being done in the absence 
of data. While for some countries this may reflect a lag 
between calls for data collection and actual data collection 
improvements, future work should prioritize the filling of 
this gap by ensuring that national plans of action are firmly 
anchored in representative data on the magnitude and 
causes of different types of violence.


Violence prevention activities are often 
addressed by multiple agencies without a lead 
agency for coordination


The public health approach to violence prevention is a 
multisectoral one involving the public and private sectors 
(for example, health, education, criminal justice, social 
services and business) and civil society. In addition to 
adopting a multisectoral approach, it is also important to 
have leadership and mechanisms in place to coordinate 


the activities of different sectors and ensure fruitful 
collaboration between them.


Around 96% of countries reported having multiple agencies or 
departments that take responsibility for violence prevention 
and response efforts, with an average of five agencies listed 
per country. By sector, agencies responsible for gender and 
women’s affairs were the most frequently mentioned (54%), 
followed by the interior (41%), health (38%), police (32%) 
and social welfare (30%). The existence of lead agencies 
to coordinate the activities of different sectors and report 
periodically on progress in preventing all forms of violence, 
however, was rare. The absence of clear leadership and 
a mandate to ensure coordination of prevention activities 
that cover all forms of violence within countries makes it 
more challenging for agencies or departments to invest 
resources strategically, avoid duplication of effort and 
ensure accountability.


About three quarters (77%) of countries reported having 
a system in place for the regular exchange of information 
between different agencies and sectors involved in violence 
prevention. This suggests that at least the information 
exchange component of such a multisectoral coordinating 
mechanism very often exists, although the effectiveness of 
such systems remains unclear.


© UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe.
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COUNTRIES ARE INVESTING IN PREVENTION BUT NOT ON A 
LEVEL COMMENSURATE WITH THE SCALE AND SEVERITY OF 
THE PROBLEM


Violence is a multifaceted problem with biological, 
psychological, social and environmental roots. Efforts 
geared towards preventing violence should therefore be 
comprehensive, tackling the range of factors that increase 
the risk of violence, including larger social determinants such 
as economic and gender inequality, and should be sustained 
over time. Violence prevention efforts can be targeted at 
individuals, relationships, communities and whole societies, 
and delivered in collaboration with the different sectors of 
society such as schools, workplaces, nongovernmental 
organizations and the criminal justice system.


Although there is no simple or single solution to the problem 
of violence, there is a growing body of knowledge on how 
to prevent violence, and countries and donor agencies 
seem to be investing more in prevention. However, there 
is considerable unevenness in the extent to which different 
strategies are being supported, and violence prevention has 
yet to attract political and financial support commensurate 
with the scale and severity of the problem.


A growing number 
of scientific studies 
demonstrate the 
p r e v e n t a b i l i t y 
of violence. The 
evidence supporting 
certain prevention 
strategies is stronger 
and the prevention 


gains shown so far are greater for some types of violence 
than for others (for example, to address child maltreatment 
and youth violence). With some exceptions, most of 
the existing evidence for effective violence prevention 
programming also comes from studies in high-income 
countries, and may not easily be adapted to low- and 
middle-income settings where economic and social 
conditions, and the epidemiology of the different forms of 
violence, are very different (2, 56, 58).


Based on systematic reviews of the scientific evidence for 
prevention, WHO and its partners have identified seven 


“best buy” strategies – six that focus on the prevention of 
violence and one that focuses on response efforts. These 
strategies can potentially impact multiple forms of violence, 
help reduce the likelihood of both perpetrating violence and 
becoming a victim, and represent areas where developing 
countries and funding agencies can make reasonable 
investments. These strategies are:


1. developing safe, stable and nurturing relationships 
between children and their parents and caregivers (59);


2. developing life skills in children and adolescents (60);


3. reducing the availability and harmful use of alcohol (61);


4. reducing access to guns and knives (62);


5. promoting gender equality to prevent violence against 
women (63);


6. changing cultural and social norms that support violence (64);


7. victim identification, care and support programmes (65).


To assess how far programmes representing the six 
prevention strategies are being implemented, the survey 
asked whether the 18 prevention programmes listed in 
Figure 11 existed in each surveyed country and whether they 
were: not implemented; implemented once or a few times; 
or implemented on a larger scale (for example, across many 
schools or communities or with a reach to over 30% of the 
intended target population). The 18 programmes are further 
defined in Part VII, Glossary. Findings relating to alcohol and 
other policies and victim support programmes are covered in 
later sections of this report.


The findings from the survey indicate that many countries 
are investing in prevention, yet none of the 18 prevention 
programmes is being implemented on a level necessary to 
achieve significant and sustainable reductions in violence 
(see Figure 11). Across the 18 programmes, many are 
being implemented on a larger scale by fewer than 40% 
of surveyed countries. It is also important to note that 
implementation on a larger scale does not necessarily mean 
implementation of a particular programme with documented 
evidence of effectiveness.


A growing 
number of 
scientific studies 
demonstrate the 
preventability of 
violence. 
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Figure 11: Proportion of countries reporting implementation of violence prevention programmes on a 
larger scale by type of programme (n = 133 reporting countries)a


a Key: CM=child maltreatment; EA=elder abuse; IPV=intimate partner violence; SV=sexual violencee; YV=youth violence. While each programme is shown as relevant to a 
particular type of violence, some of the programmes listed in the figure have shown preventive effects on several types of violence.


Social and cultural norm-change strategies 
are the most common approach used by 
countries to address violence against women


About half of surveyed countries reported implementing 
social and cultural norm-change strategies to address sexual 
violence and intimate partner violence against women (see 
Figure 11). This is in contrast to microfinance combined 
with gender equity training programmes and school-based 
dating violence prevention programmes, where 21% and 
22% of countries (respectively) reported implementing 
these types of approaches. Social and cultural norm-change 
strategies were also one of the few types of strategies 
reportedly implemented by more than 40% of countries 
in all regions (except in the South-East Asia Region) (see 
Table 5). Based on other evidence, many countries use 


these types of strategies to raise awareness about violence 
against women. Although rigorous evaluations of social 
and cultural norm-change strategies are still needed to 
assess their impact, they can be an important strategy to 
inform and create cultural shifts in what is acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour, and in promoting norms supportive 
of healthy, non-violent and gender equitable relationships.


It is not surprising that fewer countries reported 
implementing school-based dating violence prevention 
programmes. Although the practice of dating may not take 
place or be recognized as acceptable by governments in 
some countries, only a handful of school-based dating 
violence prevention programmes have been developed to 
help young people address relationship violence and learn 
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healthy and positive relationship skills that can be carried 
into adulthood. Evaluations of these programmes in mostly 
high-income countries show some positive changes in 
knowledge and attitudes toward relationship violence, and 
limited reductions in certain forms of abusive behaviours 
(66–71).


While few countries reported implementing the specific 
intervention of microfinance combined with gender equity 


training, it is one of the few interventions with documented 
evidence showing reductions in intimate partner violence 
(72–74). More countries may wish to consider strategies 
that economically empower women and promote gender 
equality. Efforts that empower women both socially and 
economically are important for violence prevention. 


Table 5: Proportion of countries implementing different types of programmes on a larger scale, by type 
of programme and WHO region (n = 133 reporting countries)


African 
Region


Region 
of the 


Americas


Eastern 
Mediterranean 


Region


European 
Region 


South-
East 
Asia 


Region


Western 
Pacific 
Region


All


Child maltreatment


Home visiting 7% 52% 31% 51% 13% 30% 35%


Parenting education 11% 57% 44% 46% 13% 40% 38%


Child sexual abuse prevention 44% 62% 31% 29% 0% 35% 37%


Youth violence


Pre-school enrichment 22% 67% 31% 54% 13% 15% 38%


Life skills/social development programmes 33% 71% 56% 63% 38% 30% 51%


Bullying prevention 30% 52% 69% 59% 25% 35% 47%


Mentoring 15% 29% 44% 27% 13% 10% 23%


After-school programmes 7% 43% 31% 59% 25% 20% 35%


Intimate partner violence
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Life skills training and bullying prevention are 
the most common approaches implemented to 
address youth violence


Life skills and social development programmes were 
the most common youth violence prevention approach 
that countries reported implementing. These types of 
programmes are designed to help children and adolescents 
manage anger, resolve conflicts in a non-violent way and 
develop social problem-solving skills. Systematic reviews 
of the evidence show that these types of programmes can 
result in a 15% reduction in violent behaviour in students 
across all school years and a 29% reduction among students 
in secondary school (75, 76). Half of surveyed countries 
reported implementing these types of programmes (see 
Figure 11), with substantially more countries in the Region 
of the Americas (71%) and the European Region (63%) 
implementing these programmes on a larger scale than 
elsewhere (see Table 5). Bullying prevention programmes 
were also commonly mentioned, with 47% of countries 
indicating that they have implemented such programmes.


Efforts are being made to address parent-child 
relationships and the developmental pathways 
toward later violent behaviour


It is worth noting that countries reported implementing a 
number of programmes to promote positive and nurturing 
relationships between children and their caregivers, and 
strategies aimed at getting children off to a good start to 
ensure greater success in school (see Figure 11). There 
is a strong and growing body of evidence showing the 
impact of early relationships between children and their 
caregivers on the structural and functional development 
of the brain and the subsequent cognitive, emotional and 
social development of children (77, 78). Children growing 
up in environments without the benefit of safe, stable and 
nurturing relationships with parents or other caregivers 
have difficulty forming relationships with peers and others, 
lack empathy for others in distress and are at much greater 
risk of experiencing depression and anxiety, developing poor 
communication skills and adopting antisocial behaviours. 
They also have poorer educational attainment and economic 
productivity over their lifetimes and are more likely to be a 
perpetrator or victim of violence (59).


© UN Photo/Logan Abassi.
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There are a number of evidence-based programmes 
designed to help strengthen early relationships and 
interactions between children and their caregivers, promote 
healthy development and improve child behaviour. These 
include home visiting programmes, which have been shown 
to reduce child maltreatment by as much as 39%, and other 
parenting education and parent and child programmes, which 
have also demonstrated short- and longer-term positive 
outcomes for children (79–81). About 35% of countries 
reported implementing home visiting programmes and 38% 
reported implementing parenting education programmes 
and pre-school enrichment programmes, although this 
varied by region (see Table 5). For instance, more countries 
in the Region of the Americas and in the European Region 
reported implementing home visiting programmes on a 
larger scale than countries in other regions (see Figure 12).


Caregiver support programmes are the most 
commonly reported strategy to prevent elder 
abuse


Nearly 40% of countries reported implementing caregiver 
support programmes to prevent abuse of older adults (see 
Table 5). These types of programme help caregivers deal with 
the emotional demands and stresses involved in providing 
care. More than half of Eastern Mediterranean Region 
countries (56%) and 51% of European Region countries 
indicated implementing caregiver support programmes on a 


larger scale. However, this was reportedly the case in only 
15% of countries in the African Region, and between 25% 
and 43% of countries in the other regions.


Programmes to improve standards of care within nursing and 
other residential care homes to reduce the chances of elder 
abuse were reported by about 36% of countries. Whereas 
63% of Eastern Mediterranean Region countries and 52% 
of countries in the Region of the Americas reported larger 
scale implementation of residential care policies to prevent 
elder abuse, this was not the case elsewhere. In the African 
Region, only 11% of countries reported having implemented 
these types of policies and procedures on a larger scale, 
and less than 20% had implemented such programmes only 
once or a few times.


Implementation of other strategies to prevent elder abuse 
was limited at best. A quarter of countries (26%) reported 
having implemented campaigns aimed at educating 
professionals to recognize the signs and symptoms of 
elder abuse and improve their problem-solving and case 
management skills on a larger scale (mostly in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and European Regions); 23% report having 
implemented public information campaigns (see Figure 13). 
In the African Region, the Region of the Americas and South-
East Asia Region, most countries reported implementing 
public information campaigns on a one-off or occasional 
basis.


Figure 12: Extent to which home visiting programmes are being implemented by country/area, 2012  
(n = 133 reporting countries)
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Community and problem-orientated policing 
strategies are widely used


Countries were also asked about policing strategies 
to prevent violence. Community policing and problem-
orientated policing have become important law enforcement 
strategies to strengthen relationships with communities and 
address crime, disorderly behaviour and other situations that 
contribute to fear and insecurity in urban neighbourhoods. A 
growing evidence base (82) supports their effectiveness in 
preventing several types of violence (for example, alcohol- 
and drug-related youth violence), although most studies of 
community-based and problem-orientated policing are from 
high-income countries where informal social controls are 
stronger and the rule of law is intact.


Almost all countries reported using strategies to improve 
community-police relations such as community policing 
(99% of countries), and routinely using directed or problem-
orientated policing strategies (94%) which require analysis, 
assessment and community involvement to address crime 
and disorder problems. Globally, around nine out of ten 
countries report that police use these two types of strategy.


Figure 13: Extent to which public information campaigns to prevent elder abuse are being implemented, 
by country/area, 2012 (n = 133 reporting countries) 
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COUNTRIES CAN DO MORE TO ADDRESS KEY RISK FACTORS 
FOR VIOLENCE THROUGH POLICY AND OTHER MEASURES


Violence of all types is strongly associated with social 
determinants such as weak governance; poor rule of law; 
cultural, social and gender norms; unemployment; income 
and gender inequality; rapid social change; and limited 
educational opportunities. Cross-cutting risk factors such as 
ease of access to firearms and other weapons and excessive 
alcohol use are also strongly associated with multiple types 
of violence. Together these factors create a social climate 
that is conducive to violence and in the absence of efforts 
to address them, sustained violence prevention gains are 
difficult to achieve. Any comprehensive violence prevention 
strategy must therefore identify ways to mitigate or provide 
a buffer against these risks, including through policy and 
other measures.


Additional efforts must also be made to strengthen and 
support relevant institutions to ensure that prevention 
strategies are effective in achieving their desired aims 
within the context of these various social determinants. As 
part of a multisectoral approach to violence prevention, this 
support may be useful in both justice and security sectors, 


as well as in the health, education and social sectors, 
among others.


Few countries are implementing social and 
educational policy measures to mitigate key 
risk factors for violence


About 40% of countries surveyed reported national policies 
providing incentives for youth at risk of violence to complete 
secondary schooling, with the lowest percentage (13%) of 
countries in the South-East Asia Region and the highest 
(71%) in the European Region (see Figure 14). Poor academic 
achievement has consistently been linked with delinquency 
and school failure (83). Students with lower grades are more 
likely to be involved in physical fighting and other problem 
behaviour. Weak connections to school, and school dropout, 
also increase the risk of involvement in violence (83). 
Conversely, academic enrichment can increase achievement 
and school attendance, improve literacy and numeracy and 
enhance social integration (84, 85) – all of which can protect 
against violence.


Figure 14: Proportion of countries with schooling and housing policies to reduce the risk of violence, by 
WHO region (n = 133 reporting countries)
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Housing policies at national level to reduce the 
concentration of poverty in urban areas which were 
explicitly aimed at reducing violence were rare – only 24% 
of countries reported having such policies. South-East Asia 
Region reported none, while 7% of countries in the African 
Region, 43% in the Region of the Americas and 50% in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region reportedly did have 
such policies. Concentrated poverty is a visible aspect of 
disadvantage. Communities with high concentrations of 
poor and unemployed people also tend to have high levels 
of residential instability, making it difficult for people to 
establish common values and norms and to develop strong 
social ties and support networks. There is also a level of 
disorganization that compromises community participation 
and makes it difficult to exercise effective social control. 
These levels of economic and social disadvantage create 
the conditions for high rates of violence. They exacerbate 
social marginalization and also contribute to poor physical 
and mental health.


More countries are tackling the harmful 
use of alcohol, although patterns of risky 
drinking behaviour remain very high in several 
countries


Although levels of alcohol consumption, patterns of drinking 
and rates of violence differ between countries, there are 
important links between alcohol and violence across all 
cultures (61). For instance, harmful alcohol use directly 
affects physical and cognitive function, leading to reduced 
self-control, which may make some drinkers more likely 
to resort to violence in confrontations. Experiencing or 
witnessing violence can lead to the harmful use of alcohol 
as a way of coping or self-medicating. Alcohol and violence 
may also be related through common risk factors (for 
example, antisocial personality disorder) that contribute to 
the risk of both heavy drinking and violent behaviour.


Policy measures to reduce the harmful use of alcohol include 
restrictions on the sale and serving of alcohol – for example, 
through excise taxes on beer, wine and spirits; reduced 
hours or days of sale of alcoholic beverages; minimum 
age for the purchase of alcohol; and regulations on the 


© Scott Wallace/The World Bank.
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density of alcohol outlets (86).3 At least 80% of countries 
reported having excise taxes on beer, wine and spirits, with 
no significant differences between income levels. The only 
exception was excise tax on wine, which almost 29% of 
high-income countries reported not levying. Several studies 
have used economic modelling to estimate the effects of 
alcohol price increases on the incidence of violence. For 
instance, findings from the United States suggest that a 
1% increase in the price of an ounce of pure alcohol would 
reduce the probability of intimate partner violence against 
women by 5.3% (87), and a 10% increase in the price of 
beer would reduce the number of college students involved 
in violence each year by 4% (88).


There were no large differences by region or income level 
for the legal minimum age for on- and off-premise alcohol 
sales. On average, countries reported the legal minimum age 
for both on- and off-premise sales of alcohol as 18 years.


3 Information on patterns of drinking, per capita alcohol consumption, 
excise taxes on beer, wine and spirits and legal minimum age for 
on- and off-premise sales of alcohol presented in the Country profile 
pages (see Part VIII) and here are based on data from the WHO Global 
status report on alcohol and health, 2014 (86). These data were 
collected during the same time period and using a similar standardized 
methodology as those gathered for this report.


For decision-makers, acknowledging the importance of 
implementing policy measures to mitigate school dropout, 
concentrated poverty and the harmful use of alcohol, 
alongside other prevention strategies to address the key risk 
factors for violence, is an essential prerequisite to achieve 
societies and communities that are both safe and healthy.


Nearly all countries include measures to 
regulate access to firearms, although laws 
themselves and populations covered vary 
widely


Firearms increase the likelihood of death and serious injury 
when used in acts of violence and are frequently used to 
threaten individuals in violent encounters. Several case-
control studies, ecological time-series and cross-sectional 
studies across countries indicate that gun availability is a risk 
factor for homicide, particularly firearms homicide (20, 89).


Measures to prevent firearms-related injuries include 
those addressing access, supply and use of firearms, and 
restrictions on the secondary trading of firearms. They include, 
for example, bans on specified firearms or ammunition, 
background checks, waiting periods and other licencing 
requirements, laws to prevent child access, and restrictions 
for certain settings (for example, school premises, carrying 
guns in public places, etc.). Internationally, the Firearms 
Protocol of the UN Convention on Organized Crime (90) 
provides a framework for states to control and regulate licit 
arms and arms flows, prevent their diversion into the illegal 
circuit and facilitate the investigation and prosecution of 
related offences without hampering legitimate firearm 
transfers (90).


Nearly all countries in the survey (99%) across all regions 
reported having national laws to regulate firearms, including: 
mandatory background checks before issuing a licence to 
purchase or own a firearm (96%); laws restricting access 
to handguns, shotguns and automatic firearms (95%, 96% 
and 96% respectively); and laws restricting the carrying of 
firearms in public (98%). Fewer countries – about two thirds 
– report having special firearms control programmes such 
as gun buy-backs and firearms collection and destruction 
programmes, with about 60%–63% of countries in the 
Western Pacific Region, the Region of the Americas and the 
European Region having such programmes. The nature of 
the restrictions, the populations covered (for example, all 
citizens or certain age groups), licencing agents and the 
processes for implementing the requirements, however, 
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vary across countries. Examples of restrictions from various 
countries are presented in Table 6.


Two systematic reviews and one meta-analysis summarize 
the effects of various strategies to prevent firearm-related 
violence. One systematic review (92) concluded that there 
is insufficient evidence to determine whether firearm laws 
have any effect on violence. A recent meta-analysis (93) 
suggests that bans on the sale of firearms had small effects 
and law enforcement strategies had moderate effects in 
reducing gun violence. Another systematic review (94) finds 
that directed police patrols focusing on illegal gun carrying 
can prevent gun crimes (including murders, shootings, gun 
robberies and gun assaults). These studies conclude that 


more research is needed to determine the effectiveness of 
waiting periods, background checks, zero-tolerance policies 
in schools and other measures to limit firearms use in 
settings where they are already widely available. With one 
exception (92), these reviews also conclude that strategies 
addressing access to firearms, such as bans on firearms, 
and the enactment and enforcement of laws against the 
illegal possession and carrying of firearms, show promise. 
Subsequent to these reviews, a new study from South 
Africa finds that stricter licensing and reduced circulation of 
firearms accounted for an estimated 4585 lives saved across 
five major cities between 2001–2005 (95).


© UN Photo/Sophia Paris.
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Table 6: Firearm restrictions in selected countriesa


Country Background check Minimum age 
for purchase


Licence denied or 
revoked where family 


violence is present


Limits on ammunition Private sales 
permitted


Austria Yes, criminal and mental health 18 years; 
21 years for 
handguns


No Only allowed to possess 
ammunition for intended 
weapon


Yes


Brazil Yes, criminal, mental health and 
employment


25 years, with a 
few exceptions


No Any quantity permitted Yes


China No civilian may lawfully acquire, possess or transfer a firearm or ammunition


Colombia Yes, criminal and mental health 18 years Yes Information not available Information not 
available


Finland Yes, criminal and mental health 18 years (15 
with parental 
consent)


No Any quantity permitted Yes


Japan Yes, criminal and mental health 18 years No Any quantity permitted No


Mexico Yes, criminal, mental health, 
physical and addiction


18 years No 500 .22 cartridges, 1000 
shotgun cartridges, 200 
cartridges for other 
weapons


No


Nigeria Yes, criminal, mental health and 
addiction


17 years No Only as much as 
prescribed by licence


No


South 
Africa


Criminal, mental, medical, 
domestic violence, addiction, 
employment, previous gun 
licences


21 years, 
with some 
exceptions


Yes Up to 2400 primers or 200 
cartridges per firearm


No


Sweden Yes, criminal and mental health 18 years Yes Only allowed to possess 
ammunition for intended 
weapon


No


United 
States of 
America


Yes, criminal, mental health, 
addiction, domestic violence 
(only when purchasing through a 
federally licenced dealer). Some 
states impose further restrictions


18 years for 
shotguns and 
rifles; 21 years 
for handguns 
and other 
weapons


Yes Restrictions based on age 
and for certain types of 
ammunition (e.g. armour 
piercing)


Yes


a Source: GunPolicy.org [website] hosted by the University of Sydney (http://www.gunpolicy.org/, accessed 20 August 2014) (91).



http://www.gunpolicy.org/
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LAWS RELEVANT TO VIOLENCE HAVE BEEN WIDELY ENACTED 
BUT ENFORCEMENT IS INADEQUATE


The enactment and enforcement of legislation on crime and 
violence are critical for establishing norms of acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour, and creating safe and peaceful 
societies. Of particular importance are strategies to enable 
safe reporting of interpersonal violence and ensuring that 
legal protection and support are available to all citizens (96). 
In certain circumstances, the threat of criminal sanctions can 
have a deterrent effect, for instance on people with strong 
social ties or when the certainty – but not necessarily the 
severity – of sanctions is high. An important objective for 
violence prevention is therefore to strengthen collaboration 
between public health, the criminal justice sector and key 
security institutions such as the police in order to increase 
the chance that potential perpetrators of violence will 
be deterred and prevented from committing crime in the 
first place (and if not, at least held accountable for their 
actions). Where necessary, support to strengthen the 
relevant institutions in these sectors can help to improve 
enforcement levels.


Legislation is a key component of any violence prevention 
policy or plan. For instance, appropriate legislation can 
encourage parents to move away from using harsh physical 
discipline toward their children, and can help to promote 
attitudes and beliefs that reject violence against women. 
Where social convictions or deeply entrenched traditions 
fuel harmful practices (such as child marriage or female 
genital mutilation) legal reform can mobilize key actors and 
institutions in efforts to end such practices. Accordingly, in 
the most successful cases where the law has led to a change 
in attitudes and behaviour, adoption of the law has been 
accompanied by wide awareness-raising initiatives, public 
information and education campaigns, capacity-building for 
relevant professionals, and the social mobilization of a wide 
range of strategic actors including opinion leaders, religious 
and local leaders.


Countries were asked about the existence and enforcement 
of laws relating to various forms of violence, including laws 
that address several forms of violence against women (for 
example, sexual violence). The findings from the survey 
indicate that laws relevant to violence have been widely 
enacted. On average, about 80% of countries have enacted 
each of the violence prevention laws surveyed. However, this 
ranges from a low of 40% for the existence of laws to prevent 
elder abuse in institutions to a high of 98% for laws on rape 
(see Figure 15).


There were no significant differences by income level in the 
proportion of countries with laws in place to prevent various 
forms of violence: the average proportion of countries 
reporting laws to prevent violence was 76%, 77% and 82% 
for low-, middle- and high-income countries respectively. 
The only exception to this related to laws preventing elder 
abuse, where the average proportion of high-, middle- and 
low-income countries with each of the laws to prevent elder 
abuse was reported as 33%, 62% and 69% respectively. 
There were, however, many more regional differences. 
For example, the proportion of countries in the African 
Region (52%) and Western Pacific Region (50%) with laws 
recognizing rape within marriage as a crime was reportedly 
much lower than in the Region of the Americas (91%) or the 
European Region (98%).


Laws against violence send  
a clear message to society about 
unacceptable behaviour and 
legitimize the actions needed to 
ensure people’s safety at all times.
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Figure 15: The proportion of countries with laws to prevent violence and the extent to which countries 
report these laws as being fully enforced (n = 133 reporting countries)


For all laws, levels of reported enforcement 
were usually much lower than the enactment 
of legislation


Overall, the average proportion of countries in which 
each of the laws was reported to have been enacted 
was 80%, while the average proportion of countries in 
which each of the laws was reportedly enacted and fully 
enforced was 57%. The biggest gaps between the reported 
existence and enforcement of laws – a difference of 46 
and 43 percentage points respectively – related to bans 
on corporal punishment and to domestic/family violence 
legislation. Focusing on better enforcement of existing laws 
is likely to lead to significant violence prevention gains. 
This should include attending to institutional mechanisms 
and resources, and increasing human capacity to ensure 
that enacted legislation is doing what it is intended to do – 
protect people from violence, hold perpetrators accountable 
and create environments that are safe for all citizens.


With the exception of countries in the European Region, 
less than half of countries reported that bans on corporal 
punishment were fully enforced. There is some evidence 
to suggest that enactment of a ban may be sufficient to 
change attitudes and behaviour around the use of corporal 
punishment. For instance, findings from a multi-country 
study conducted in five European countries (three with 
bans on corporal punishment and two without) found that 
nearly all forms of corporal punishment were used less 
in countries with bans than in those in which corporal 
punishment was lawful (97). Parents in countries with bans 
in place were also less accepting of corporal punishment 
and stated that their knowledge of the ban was one of four 
factors that most affected whether or not they used corporal 
punishment. Other factors influencing them included the 
parent’s definition of physical violence, personal approval of 
corporal punishment, and their own experience of childhood 
violence.
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AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES TO IDENTIFY, REFER, PROTECT 
AND SUPPORT VICTIMS VARIES MARKEDLY


Providing high-quality care and support services to victims 
is important for reducing trauma, helping victims heal and 
preventing repeat victimization and perpetration. There are 
many services for victims of violence, including: emergency 
response services for injured victims; other health services 
to identify and address the longer-term impact of violence 
on health; community services related to housing; victim 
advocacy; substance abuse and mental health services; and 
legal and social support services.


Countries were asked about a subset of these services. 
These included: the availability of mental health services; 
the extent to which child and adult protective services were 
available; whether mechanisms were in place to identify 
and provide referral services for victims; whether medico-
legal services were available for victims of sexual violence; 
and the availability of legal services relating to victim 
compensation and representation in criminal courts.


Mental health services are not widely 
available in several regions even though the 
need for them may be very high


Despite strong evidence linking experiences of violence to 
mental health problems, less than half of countries (49%) 
reported the availability of mental health services to address 
the needs of victims. However, this varied widely across 
regions: two thirds of countries in the Region of the Americas 
and the European Region reported that these services were 
available to assist victims, compared to only 15% in African 
Region countries (see Figure 16). This suggests a critical gap, 
particularly in countries where the need for such services 
may be especially high based on what we know about rates 
of physical, sexual and other forms of violence across the 
different WHO regions. Addressing the needs of victims 
with trauma-focused care, cognitive behavioural therapy or 
other low-intensity psychological interventions and other 
mental health services can potentially mitigate the serious 
mental health outcomes of abuse.


Figure 16: Proportion of countries reporting implementation of mental health services for victims of 
violence at larger scale (n = 133 reporting countries)
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Figure 17: Proportion of countries with identification, referral and support services available, by type of 
service (n = 133 reporting countries)


Child protection services are the most widely 
available of all services


Child protection services were the most widely reported 
of all services (69%), followed by medico-legal services 
for victims of sexual violence (see Figure 17). About eight 
out of every 10 countries in the Region of the Americas 
and in the Eastern Mediterranean and European Regions 
reported having systems in place to identify and investigate 
potential cases of child maltreatment. This was also the 
case for three quarters of countries in the South-East Asia 
Region. Other types of screening and referral services (for 
example, through maternal and child health programmes) to 
identify and support potential victims of child maltreatment 
were also reported by 59% of countries. However, in both 
instances, these services were more commonly reported 
by high-income countries (80%) than low-income countries 
(33%).


Although child protection services are present in many 
countries, these services are often dispersed, fragmented and 
poorly resourced, and may in fact have a detrimental impact 
on the protection of child victims of violence (14). As a result, 
even when such services are available, child victims and 
their families may fail to use them and a lack of information 
about existing services, the fear of seeing confidentiality 
broken, and concerns about reprisals can further undermine 
the quality of child protection services (14).


Two thirds of countries indicated that they do 
not have adult protective services in place to 
assist vulnerable older adults


Of all the services included in the survey, adult protective 
services were the least reported by countries. Only one 
third of countries indicated that they have adult protective 
services in place to investigate potential cases of elder 
abuse and assist vulnerable older adults. The lack of 
adult protective services, particularly in contrast to child 
protection services, was consistent across all regions (see 
Figure 18). Countries furthest along in efforts to protect and 
support older adults include these services as part of their 
national policy (29, 98). The United States, for example, has 
a fully developed system for reporting and treating cases of 
elder abuse. Services are designed to provide elder abuse 
victims with a coordinated, interdisciplinary system of social 
and health services which enable them to continue living 
independently at home and to protect them against further 
abuse.


With a rapidly ageing population, the need to strengthen the 
system of adult protection is important. By 2030, older adults 
are projected to comprise 13% of the world population – 
one in eight people will be aged 65 years or older (99). While 
low- and middle-income countries will experience the most 
rapid growth in ageing, with increases of up to 140%, high-
income countries are expected to experience increases 
averaging 51% (99).
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Figure 18: Proportion of countries with child and adult protective services, by WHO region (n = 133 
reporting countries)


Referral and support services for violence 
against women are available in half of the 
world’s countries, but information is lacking 
on the quality, coverage and uptake of these 
services


WHO recommends asking women about exposure to intimate 
partner violence when assessing conditions that may have 
been caused or complicated by intimate partner violence 
in order to provide appropriate follow-up care and support. 
Asking all women about their experiences with intimate 
partner violence is not recommended in all settings. Women 
who disclose violence should be provided with immediate 
support and care that is responsive to their concerns, and 
which helps them access information, resources and further 
support (7). Comprehensive care (including emergency 
contraception, prophylaxis for HIV and other sexually 
transmitted infections and psychological support) should be 
provided to survivors of rape and sexual assault.


About half of countries (53%) reported the availability of 
identification, referral and support services for women 
who have experienced intimate partner violence or sexual 
violence (see Figure 17), with more high-income countries 
reporting the availability of such services (61%) than 


middle- (53%) or low-income countries (38%). Two-thirds of 
countries, on the other hand, indicated availability of medico-
legal services for victims of sexual assault, making these 
services the most frequently reported services available 
to victims after child protective services. Countries were 
not asked about the nature, coverage and quality of such 
services or about the consistency with which these services 
are offered to victims, or how many victims make use of 
them. Victims of sexual assault require comprehensive and 
gender-sensitive services from trained health care providers 
to help them recover from the traumatic event and lessen 
both short- and long-term health consequences (7). Medico-
legal services, in particular, are important for women who 
may wish to pursue legal action (100, 101). National health 
systems as a whole need to address violence against 
women by providing high-quality care and services that are 
timely, effective, sensitive to the needs of victims and their 
safety, and provided by well-trained professionals.


Victim support services often extend beyond medical and 
other care. Legal representation in criminal courts and 
receiving compensation from the state are important for all 
types of interpersonal violence as well. While the majority 
of countries (86%) report having laws providing victims with 
legal representation and participation in criminal courts, 
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only 52% report victim compensation legislation. Both the 
existence of such laws and the extent to which they are 
reportedly enforced also varies by country income level, 


with the existence and enforcement of such laws being 
much greater in high-income countries than in low- and 
middle-income countries.
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CONCLUSIONS


This Global status report on violence prevention 2014 uses a 
standardized method to assess the measures countries are 
taking to prevent and respond to interpersonal violence. It 
includes 133 countries, accounting for 88% of the world’s 
population. The report brings violence prevention in line with 
other issues such as alcohol and health, climate change, 
mental health, road safety, tobacco, and tuberculosis, 
where regularly repeated assessments along the lines of 
this report allow countries to set baselines and targets and 
monitor progress over time.


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 for the 
first time provides a detailed picture of the global violence 
prevention landscape some 12 years after the World 
report on violence and health was launched, with its nine 
recommendations for action. The results show that there 
are many efforts under way around the world to prevent and 
respond to violence:


• Two thirds of the countries report national action plans 
to address child maltreatment and violence against 
women compared to around half reporting plans for 
youth violence prevention; just 40% report plans for elder 
abuse, armed violence and gang violence prevention.


• Prevention activity is under way, with about half of 
surveyed countries reporting implementing primary 
prevention programmes such as life skills training 
and bullying prevention programmes to prevent youth 
violence, and social and cultural norm-change strategies 
to address violence against women; more than one third 
of countries also reported implementing programmes 
addressing parent-child relationships and some of the 
early developmental pathways toward later violent 
behaviour.


• Over half of the countries have each of the services 
surveyed in place to identify, refer, protect and support 
victims of violence.


• Almost 80% of countries have enacted each of the 
violence prevention laws surveyed.


• Problem-orientated and community-based policing are 
in place in most of the countries that participated in the 
survey.


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 also 
uncovers many gaps in global violence prevention that need 


to be filled. Knowledge about the true extent of the problem 
of interpersonal violence in many countries is hindered by 
a lack of data. Without such data it is difficult to develop 
effective national plans of action and policies, prevention 
programmes and services for victims. National action plans 
for all types of violence are frequently formulated in the 
absence of data and too often fail to address elder abuse, 
armed violence and gang violence. Mechanisms or lead 
agencies to coordinate multisectoral work addressing all 
forms of violence are exceedingly rare, in spite of being 
recognized as a cornerstone of the public health approach 
to violence prevention. Uptake of prevention programmes 
is highly uneven, with consistent gaps in the African, 
South-East Asia and much of the Western Pacific Regions. 
Prevention programmes are also not being implemented in 
a manner and on a level necessary to achieve significant 
and sustainable reductions in violence. While countries are 
implementing strategies to change sociocultural norms, 
much more needs to be done to implement effective 
strategies to promote gender equitable norms and empower 
women in order to prevent intimate partner violence and 
sexual violence. Elder abuse remains one of the most 
neglected types of violence.


While globally there is more attention given to victim services 
than to prevention, important services such as mental 
health and adult protective services are nonetheless lacking 
in half or more of surveyed countries. Globally, enforcement 
of laws relevant to all types of violence remains weak: on 
average, each of the laws surveyed was reported to be fully 
enforced by just over half of the countries. Key social and 
educational policies addressing multiple types of violence, 
such as incentives for youth to complete schooling, and 
housing policies to alleviate poverty, remain too rare across 
much of the world. Filling these gaps should be a priority.


Strengths and limitations of the report


The Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
has four notable strengths. Its main strength is the 
comprehensiveness of its coverage. It is comprehensive 
in the types of measures it covers – national action plans, 
agencies responsible for violence prevention, information 
systems, data collection capacity, policies, prevention 
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programmes, laws and victim services. In relation to most of 
these measures it also includes a subnational assessment, 
i.e. at provincial or state level. It is comprehensive in the 
types of interpersonal violence it covers – armed violence, 
gang violence, child maltreatment, youth violence, intimate 
partner violence, sexual violence and elder abuse. Given the 
sensitivity of the issue of interpersonal violence in many 
countries, and that this is the first attempt at conducting 
such a survey, its geographical coverage can also be viewed 
as comprehensive – 133 of WHO’s 196 Member States are 
included, accounting for 88% of the world’s population; 
this ranges from 63% of the population of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region to 97% of the populations of the 
South-East Asia and Western Pacific Regions.


A second strength is the standardized method used. 
The method was designed to increase the accuracy and 
completeness of data submitted to WHO by requiring 
respondents from multiple sectors to take part in consensus 
meetings and reach agreement on the final answers, 
drawing on all relevant documents available in the country. 
An additional benefit of this method was that it helped to 
build bridges between sectors by linking individuals and 
institutions working on violence in the same country. Several 
National Data Coordinators observed that the consensus 
group meeting was the first time that practitioners from 
different sectors had met to discuss violence prevention and 
victim services. Furthermore, the nomination and training of 
National Data Coordinators, followed by close collaboration 
with them throughout the data collection and validation 
process, has sown the seeds of regional violence prevention 
networks.


A third strength of the report is that almost all data included 
have been endorsed by the governments of the countries 
concerned. This ensures recognition by government of the 
problem as described in the report, which is a prerequisite 
for governments taking responsibility for addressing  
interpersonal violence.


A final strength is that this report has generated, on the basis 
of statistical models, comparable homicide estimates across 
countries for homicide rates, numbers, and breakdown by 
sex and mechanism. This has been done by drawing on 
multiple sources – including data reported by countries 
from public health and criminal justice data sources – which 
were then combined with other existing datasets. 


However, as with any study, there are limitations. First, there 
is the possibility that many responses overestimated the 
extent and quality of national violence prevention activities. 
Data collection involved the use of self-administered 
questionnaires which respondents initially completed by 
themselves before discussion in the consensus meetings. 
This can introduce a number of potential biases. In addition, 
a degree of subjectivity was introduced as respondents 
were asked to rate their perceptions of the degree to 
which laws relevant to the different types of violence were 
enforced, and the extent to which prevention programmes 
were being implemented. The systematic inclusion of 
independent experts from academia or civil society to help 
verify government responses could have helped to reduce 
these biases.


Second, while the survey method provided an assessment of 
the existence of national action plans, policies, prevention 
programmes, laws, and victim services (and in certain cases 
their level of implementation and reported enforcement), it 
was not designed to assess their quality. For instance, the 
survey asked about types of programmes. It did not gather 
information on the specific programmes implemented in 
countries or gather details about these programmes in order 
to assess the extent to which delivered programmes were 
the ones with documented evidence of effectiveness or, at 
a minimum, whether the programmes implemented include 
evidence-based principles and practices. With regard to 
laws, the report did not evaluate the quality of legislation 
(for example, exact scope, quality of legislative texts, 
political neutrality, flexibility or enforceability).


Third, not all policies, programmes, victim services and 
laws relevant to violence prevention were examined in this 
report. Included were those best supported by evidence 
and judged by experts to be the most important. Fourth, 
while the method proved successful in collecting data on 
levels of fatal violence, it was less successful in gathering 
prevalence data on non-fatal violence. It will be important 
to draw lessons from the process of carrying out this first 
report for any subsequent Global status reports on violence 
prevention. Overcoming these limitations will, however, 
require a more time-consuming and labour-intensive data 
collection method.
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RECOMMENDATIONS: NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL


The findings of the Global status report on violence 
prevention 2014 are relevant to national, regional and global 
violence prevention efforts. Across all these levels they 
offer an unprecedented opportunity for violence prevention 
stakeholders to come together and step up their activities 
and investments to a level commensurate with the burden 
and severity of the problem. For instance, by showing the 
extent to which national action plans are driven by data, 
the findings provide pointers for governments, regional 
bodies and international violence prevention partners on 
how they should steer national planning exercises in a more 
data-driven direction. By highlighting gaps in prevention 
programming and service delivery by type of violence, 
stakeholders at all three levels have an opportunity to 
correct imbalances in preventive attention. Perhaps most 
importantly, whether at national or international level, 
the findings represent a set of indicators and a baseline 
measure to track future progress and to help set targets 
within countries and internationally.


National level


A primary aim of the report is to identify gaps in national 
violence prevention efforts and to stimulate actions to 
address them. Accordingly, countries should review the 
report’s findings for their countries in relation to regional and 
global findings and in this way develop a roadmap for how 
their existing violence prevention efforts can be improved. 
Where necessary, this review could be done by reconvening 
the intersectoral expert groups that were established during 
the data collection process. The review should pay particular 
attention to the following recommendations deriving from 
the main findings of the report and the gaps it identified.


Strengthen data collection to reveal the true extent 
of the problem. Vital registration and police systems 
for collecting data on violence-related deaths should be 
evaluated for the completeness and accuracy of the data 
they collect; their use of international classifications of fatal 
and non-fatal violence (ICD-1O and UNODC international 
classification of crime); breakdown by age, sex, homicide 
mechanism and victim-perpetrator relationship; and 


timeliness of their reporting. Similar efforts should be made 
to improve data on incidents of violence with non-fatal 
consequences treated in hospital emergency departments 
and other victim care facilities. Existing recent population-
based national and subnational surveys of the prevalence 
of all the main types of interpersonal violence should 
be identified. While police and service-based reporting 
provides important data on the most severe forms of 
violence that result in death or serious injury, country 
specific national population-based surveys play an important 
role in documenting more hidden forms of violence. Several 
officials were unaware that high-quality national surveys 
had been carried out within their borders. Where none 
exists, conducting such surveys – using instruments that 
produce valid and cross-culturally comparable findings 
and with the help of international experts if required – and 
periodically repeating them to asses changes over time 
should be made a priority.


Develop comprehensive and data-driven national 
action plans. All countries should critically review the 
extent to which national action plans are comprehensive and 
address all forms of violence, and are informed by nationally 
representative data on the magnitude and characteristics of 
violence and the risk and protective factors for violence. 
Such plans provide a framework that can strengthen efforts 
to address specific types of violence, and given the strong 
connections between the different types of violence they 
have the potential to accelerate overall violence prevention 
gains.


Integrate violence prevention into other health 
platforms. Because violence is a risk factor for outcomes 
such as HIV and sexually transmitted diseases, mental 
health and substance abuse disorders, and because 
immunization programmes, early childhood development 
and school health programmes may already be well 
developed, countries should integrate violence prevention 
into other health platforms that already exist.







Part IV – The way forward 49


Strengthen mechanisms for leadership and 
coordination. Mechanisms for the leadership and 
coordination of violence prevention activities – including 
key rule of law institutions – should be established where 
they are weak or non-existent. Systems for the exchange 
of information should be reviewed for the extent to which 
they are focused on preventing violence. Ideally, these 
mechanisms should be forums that periodically convene 
representatives of relevant sectors to discuss the latest 
available data on violence with a view to identifying 
emerging problems (and their underlying risk factors) so that 
appropriate interventions can be made in time.


Ensure prevention programmes are comprehensive, 
integrated and informed by evidence. The extent to 
which prevention programmes address all types of violence 
should be reviewed. Greater attention should be given to 
integrating prevention and response efforts across the 
different types of violence because programmes that 
simultaneously address multiple types of violence can 
help to reduce the costs and complexity of addressing 
them separately. For instance, programmes to support new 
parents and promote gender equality and non-violent social 
and cultural norms, life skills training for children and youth, 
and policies to reduce access to and the misuse of alcohol 
all have the potential to prevent several types of violence. 
Prevention programmes identified through the survey should 
be qualitatively examined with a view to assessing how far 
their content and mode of delivery conform to evidence-
based best practices, and, where needed, modified so 
that they more closely approximate evidence-based best 
practices. More attention must be given to putting in place 
prevention programmes that go beyond awareness-raising 
and instead bring about lasting social and cultural changes 
that move societies towards more egalitarian and non-
violent norms.


Ensure that services for victims are comprehensive 
and informed by evidence. Services to identify, refer and 
protect victims should be carefully assessed to determine 
whether they provide comprehensive and sensitive high-
quality services and referrals, and how widely they are 
available and accessible to victims, in particular those who 
are less likely to seek and access such services and are 
victims of the most hidden and stigmatized forms of violence 
(for example, violence against women, child maltreatment 
and elder abuse). As with prevention programmes, there 
is a need to ascertain the extent to which they conform to 
evidence-based best practice. Particular attention should be 


paid to further developing mental health and adult protective 
services in the many countries where they remain weak. The 
development of victim services should be complemented by 
the scaling up of prevention programmes that can contribute 
to reducing the need for services.


Strengthen support for outcome-evaluation studies. 
In relation to prevention programmes and victim services, 
strengthening support for outcome-evaluation studies 
should be a priority. The surprisingly large number of violence 
prevention programmes and services for victims being 
implemented once or a few times in many low- and middle-
income countries suggests that there is great potential to 
close the current gap in the evidence base between high-
income countries (which account for 90% of all published 
outcome-evaluation studies of violence prevention 
programmes), and low- and middle-income countries, where 
the development of such programmes is a priority. National 
stakeholders should use the report to identify violence 
prevention programmes and victim services in low- and 
middle-income countries that could be subject to outcome 
evaluation, with the help of international partners when 
required, and facilitate the conduct of such evaluations.


Enforce existing laws and review their quality. That 
laws against most forms of violence have been enacted in 
the majority of countries should not breed complacency. 
Little is known about the quality of these laws, and a careful 
review of these laws against internationally recognized 
standards of quality of legislation would be an important 
step to consider. Just as importantly, with on average only 
57% of countries reporting that each of the laws surveyed 
was fully enforced, this report shows that the enforcement 
of existing laws should be a priority. Awareness campaigns 
to publicize the laws, and increase public understanding 
of and support for them, should be considered. Where 
necessary, institutions in relevant sectors such as the 
justice, security, health, education and social sectors should 
be strengthened and supported to ensure the quality of law 
and policy-making, as well as enforcement efforts.


Implement and enact policies and laws relevant 
to multiple types of violence. Policies and laws which 
address multiple types of violence (such as incentives for 
youth to complete schooling, and laws designed to reduce 
access to, and misuse of, alcohol) must be more widely 
implemented and enacted, and resources to do so developed. 
The violence prevention potential of these policies and 
laws should be better harnessed by ensuring that trends in 
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violence are factored in when any amendments are made 
to them.


Build capacity for violence prevention: Although 
capacity-building is not explicitly assessed in the Global 
status report on violence prevention 2014, developing 
national action plans, coordination mechanisms, information 
systems, policies, programmes, services and laws to prevent 
and respond to violence clearly cannot happen without the 
requisite human and institutional capacity to do so. Thus a 
key cross-cutting recommendation is the critical importance 
of training the work force and building up the institutions 
and networks over time so that other recommendations 
listed here can be acted upon effectively.


Regional and international levels


Strengthening the global violence prevention agenda. 
International partners should draw upon the findings of the 
report to enhance their calls for increased investment in 
global violence prevention efforts. By clearly demonstrating 
the extent to which violence prevention has been taken up by 
governments at all levels of development in all regions of the 
world, the report shows that violence prevention is a topic of 
widespread concern, and that, if offered, increased financial 
and technical support for national violence prevention work 
is likely to be enthusiastically accepted. By changing the 
nature of such support to fill the gaps in policies, laws, 
prevention programmes and outcome-evaluation studies 
highlighted by this report, the global violence prevention 
agenda can be considerably strengthened.


Strengthen support for comprehensive and integrated 
violence prevention programming. By coming together 
across the lines of their interests in specific types of 
violence, international organizations and donors can 
support a more streamlined approach to prevention that, in 
addition to providing programmes which focus on specific 
types of violence, prioritizes integrated prevention policies 
and programmes to address several types of violence 
simultaneously.


Increase collaboration between international 
organizations and donor agencies. Many international 
and regional organizations, such as the UNDP, UNFPA, 
UNODC, UNICEF, UN Women and WHO, and the African 
Union, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Caribbean 
Community, the Council of Europe, and the League of Arab 
States, have developed policy instruments, funding streams, 


advocacy platforms and normative guidance materials to 
support national violence prevention efforts. Greater efforts 
should be made to foster collaboration and coordinated 
action between these organizations, particularly in view of 
the post-2015 agenda on sustainable development, which in 
all likelihood will prominently include violence prevention. 
Donor agencies, many of whom have been supporting 
violence prevention projects, should collaborate more 
closely to increase coherence and synergy in the field and 
avoid duplication.


Set baselines and targets, and track progress. At 
international level, the global violence prevention field 
has lacked the necessary indicators to establish common 
baselines and shared targets for its efforts to advance 
national violence prevention efforts. The findings of this 
report help fill this gap, and along with information from 
other initiatives (for example, UNODC reports on homicide; 
Together for Girls Violence Against Children Surveys; WHO’s 
multi-country study on women’s health and domestic violence 
against women, and its global and regional estimates of the 
prevalence of violence against women), lend themselves to 
the generation of violence prevention baselines and targets 
on the basis of which countries can monitor their progress.


A growing body of research shows that much interpersonal 
violence can be effectively prevented and its far-reaching 
consequences mitigated. This report shows that many 
countries have begun to implement prevention programmes 
and victim services, and to develop the national action plans, 
policies and laws required to support violence prevention 
programmes and response efforts. At international level, 
high-level resolutions that commit Member States to 
tackling interpersonal violence within their countries and 
through the establishment of networks and partnerships 
have been adopted. Yet this survey shows that serious 
gaps remain and that much work is still required before 
the full potential of the growing violence prevention field 
is realized. No country can rest on its laurels and assume 
it has successfully addressed interpersonal violence. 
The international community must continue to recognize 
interpersonal violence as an important health, criminal 
justice, development and gender equality issue, and must 
step up its support for the prevention of and response to all 
forms of violence.
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METHOD FOR DATA COLLECTION AND VALIDATION


The data collection and validation method used for this 
report was modelled on that used in WHO’s first Global 
status report on road safety (1) and is shown in Figure 
19. It involved systematically gathering data and other 
information from each country, coordinated by a National 
Data Coordinator. Within each country the questionnaire 
was completed by individual respondents representing 
ministries of health, justice, law enforcement and the 
police, education, gender and women, children and social 
development, and, where relevant, nongovernmental 
organizations working on violence prevention.


The questionnaire used the recommendations of the World 
report on violence and health (2) and subsequent WHO 
violence prevention guidance documents as the basis for 
its content. The scientific evidence base for intervention 
effectiveness was used to identify specific prevention 
programmes selected for inclusion, and questions were 
formulated about programmes of proven or promising 
effectiveness in preventing different types of violence. 
Information about other programmes or approaches was 
also gathered, particularly in areas where fewer evidence-
based programmes exist, such as for elder abuse and 
sexual violence prevention. In these areas, programmes or 
approaches included in the questionnaire were based on 
expert opinion. The selection of questions about prevention 
laws specific to each type of violence was also guided by 
expert opinion.


The questionnaire covered the following areas:


• data (e.g. homicide numbers, rates and trends; mechanism 
of homicide; the existence of national or subnational 
population-based survey data on non-fatal violence for 
each of the different types of violence);


• action plans and agency involvement in violence 
prevention (e.g. the existence of national action plans 
to address the different types of violence; governmental 
and nongovernmental agencies involved in violence 
prevention activities, including a lead agency to 
coordinate prevention activities);


• prevention policies and laws relevant to multiple 
types of violence (alcohol policies and laws, social and 
educational policies, policing strategies, firearms laws);


• child maltreatment prevention programmes (e.g. home 
visiting, parenting education and parent-child support 
programmes) and laws (e.g. against corporal punishment 
and child marriage);


• youth violence prevention programmes (e.g. life skills 
training and mentoring programmes, bullying prevention, 
after-school supervision, pre-school enrichment) and laws 
(e.g. against weapons on school premises, prohibiting 
gang membership);


• intimate partner violence prevention programmes (e.g. 
school-based dating violence prevention programmes 
and programmes to change social and cultural norms that 
are supportive of violence) and laws (e.g. against rape in 
marriage, allowing for the removal of a violent spouse 
from the home);


• sexual violence prevention programmes (e.g. programmes 
for school and college populations and programmes 
to improve the physical environment, for instance by 
improving street lighting in public spaces and providing 
special carriages on trains) and laws (e.g. against rape, 
against contact and non-contact sexual violence);


• elder abuse prevention programmes (e.g. programmes to 
provide support for caregivers and to improve residential 
care policies, professional awareness and public 
information campaigns) and laws (e.g. against elder 
abuse, including in institutions);


• health services for victims of violence (e.g. mental health 
services for victims of violence, child protection services, 
adult protective services, medico-legal services for 
victims of sexual violence, and identification, referral and 
support for victims of child maltreatment and violence 
against women);


• legal services (e.g. requiring that the state compensate 
victims of violence for their suffering).


The questionnaire and survey method were developed in 
close consultation with an international expert committee 
of violence prevention researchers and practitioners, 
and widely reviewed by representatives of international 
and regional organizations working on the prevention of 
violence, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, 
and academic institutions.
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Figure 19: Method of data collection and validation


Global and regional level coordination
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One national data set
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Questionnaire completed by respondents comprising a multisectoral group from 
ministries of health, justice, education, gender and women, children, and interior, 


and  non-government organizations


Fed into Global status report  
on violence prevention 2014
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In addition to the questionnaire there was a protocol 
providing detailed descriptions of each stage of the data 
collection, validation and clearance process, a glossary 
defining the main technical terms, and a set of PowerPoint 
training materials. The questionnaire and consensus method 
were piloted in Malaysia, Mexico, the Philippines and The 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia during the first 
quarter of 2012, and minor adjustments were made based 
on the pilot.


The questionnaire, protocol, glossary and training materials 
were developed and made available in Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, German, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. 
Following their recruitment, National Data Coordinators 
were trained via webinars. The implementation of the full 
survey began in June 2012 and ended in July 2014.


Data collection and validation


Following training, National Data Coordinators (see table A1 
in Statistical annex) convened a consensus meeting involving 
a multisectoral group of up to 10 violence prevention experts. 
The method stipulated that the following sectors should be 
among the respondents in each country:


• Ministry of Health or department responsible for public 
health;


• Ministry of Justice;
• Ministry responsible for law enforcement and the police;
• Ministry of Interior;
• Ministry of Education;
• Ministry responsible for gender and women;
• Ministry responsible for children and social development.


In addition, the method noted that respondents from national 
statistics offices, nongovernmental organizations working 
on violence prevention and academics or representatives of 
other research institutions working on violence prevention 
research could also be represented in the consensus 
meeting. Respondents were asked to complete the 
questionnaire independently and then discuss each of the 
answers at the consensus meeting where the respondents 
would agree as a group on one final country response, which 
was then submitted to WHO.


After the country consensus meeting, the National Data 
Coordinator submitted a draft of the completed questionnaire 
to WHO regional and global violence prevention technical 
staff. These staff validated the responses by checking them 
against independent databases where these existed (for 
example, UNODC’s global homicide statistics database, End 
Corporal Punishment’s online database of national corporal 
punishment laws); through consultation with independent 
experts from the country in question, and through Internet-
based searches. Findings of the validation process were 
then discussed with the National Data Coordinators who 
amended the questionnaire responses, until, usually after 
several iterations, a fully validated draft was agreed upon. 
National Data Coordinators then submitted the validated 
draft to the relevant ministry for official permission to 
include the final data in the report, following which they sent 
the finalized questionnaire to WHO by email and uploaded 
the information into an online database specially created 
for the project.


While most countries followed the standardized method, 
in five countries (Australia, Germany, Japan, New Zealand 
and Singapore) the questionnaire was completed by the 
National Data Coordinator (see Table A1 in Statistical 
annex) using input from multiple sectors, and no consensus 
meeting was held.


Final data were received from 133 participating countries 
and areas (see Table 7). These 133 countries and areas 
account for 88% of the world’s population.
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Table 7: Country participation in the survey, by WHO region and income group


WHO region Number of 
WHO Member 


States and 
Associate 
Members 


Countries/areas 
participating


% of regional 
population 
covered by 


participating 
countries 


Non-participating Member States/
Associate Members 


African 47 27


(13 middle-income countries, 
14 low-income countries)


70 Angola, Cabo Verde, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, 
Lesotho, Mali, Mauritius, Namibia, 
Sierra Leone, South Sudan, Togo 


Americas 35 21


(4 high-income countries,  
17 middle-income countries)


88 Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Chile, Grenada, 
Haiti, Paraguay, Puerto Rico, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Suriname, Uruguay 


Eastern 
Mediterranean1


22 16


(6 high-income countries,  
9 middle-income countries, 


 1 low-income country)


63 Djibouti, Lebanon, Libya, Pakistan, 
Somalia, Syria 


European 53 41


(25 high-income countries, 
14 middle-income countries, 


2 low-income countries)


83 Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Denmark, France, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine 


South-East Asia 11 8


(5 middle-income countries, 
3 low-income countries)


97 Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste


Western Pacific2 27 20


(5 high-income countries,  
14 middle-income countries, 


1 low-income country)


97 Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, 
Niue, Palau, Republic of Korea, Tonga 


GLOBAL 195 133


(39 high-income countries, 
73 middle-income countries, 


21 low-income countries)


88


1    Includes one non-member area, the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
2    Includes one Associate Member, Tokelau.


References
1. World Health Organization. Global status report on road safety. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2009.
2. Krug E, Dahlberg L, Mercy J, Zwi A, Lozano R. World report on violence and health. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2002.
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ESTIMATING GLOBAL HOMICIDE DEATHS


Most countries that record information on homicide deaths 
rely on vital registration or criminal justice reporting 
systems, and often use both. In civil registration and vital 
statistics systems, homicides are coded as a cause of death 
according to the International Classification of Diseases. 
The criminal justice systems typically rely on administrative 
data collected through the police and court system.


For the purposes of generating comparable estimates of 
homicide across countries, two databases were combined: 
the WHO Mortality Database (1), which contains vital 
registration data, and criminal justice statistics previously 
compiled by the UNODC (2,3). For countries with long 
time series of high quality reporting data for homicides, 
estimates of homicide rates from 2000–2012 were derived 
directly from the reported data, after adjustment to deal with 
underreporting. For countries without high quality reporting 
data for homicides across most of the 2000–2012 period, 
estimates were obtained from a hierarchical regression 
model. For countries with model-based homicide estimates, 
the levels and trends indicated by those estimates are more 
appropriately interpreted as guides to priority setting and 
understanding the likely homicide burden within a country, 
as opposed to evidence of the effectiveness of national 
policies on homicide.


Types of health statistics


The reported number of homicide deaths in vital registration 
and criminal justice data sources are not necessarily the 
most accurate estimate of homicide deaths, and in cases 
where both systems are present in a country, discrepancies 
are sometimes apparent. Moreover, countries’ definitions 
of homicide may differ, which reduces the comparability of 
reported values for homicide rates across countries. Given 
this, three types of homicide statistics were used to prepare 
this report:


• Reported homicide deaths
The number of homicide deaths as reported by countries 
in their response to the Global status report on violence 
prevention 2014 survey is presented in the Country 
profiles, Annex A3. These reported homicide deaths may 


come from data systems that are incomplete, or may use 
inconsistent definitions for homicide.


• Adjusted homicide deaths
Systems reporting homicide deaths may not always 
capture all homicide deaths in a country. This can 
occur when some deaths are not captured by the vital 
registration or criminal justice reporting system, or when 
deaths that are recorded are incorrectly classified as due 
to causes other than homicide. Previous work on the WHO 
Mortality Database developed methods for quantifying 
these biases in vital registration data, after which data 
are either excluded if there is evidence of large under-
reporting or misclassification, or adjusted in cases 
where the issues are less severe. This process leads to 
a set of adjusted homicide deaths that are corrected for 
underreporting and misclassification.


• Comparable homicide estimates
Unfortunately, many countries do not yet have robust data 
collection systems for measuring their homicide rates. 
To address this data gap, modelling is used to derive 
homicide estimates for countries that do not have high 
quality data on homicides. These model-based estimates, 
combined with adjusted homicide deaths from countries 
with high-quality data on homicide, provide a comparable 
set of homicide estimates for all Member States.


Estimation strategy for homicide rates


National homicide rates for year 2012 were estimated 
based on an in depth analysis of homicide data from 2000 
to 2012, with countries grouped into two main estimation 
categories. For countries with 8 or more years of recent high 
quality data on homicide from at least one source between 
2000 and 2012, estimates were computed directly from the 
data. For countries without long time series of high-quality 
data, regression modelling was used to project national 
homicide rates, combining information on observed levels of 
homicide rates across regions and countries with covariates 
that explain variation in levels of homicide.
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Directly estimated homicide rates


Reported numbers of homicide deaths were obtained through 
vital registration or criminal justice reporting systems. The 
estimates provided in this country consultation rely primarily 
on two data sets that contain such information: the WHO 
Mortality Database (1), which contains vital registration 
data, and criminal justice statistics compiled by UNODC 
for its global studies on homicide (2, 3), which incorporate 
data from the United Nations Surveys on Crime Trends 
and the Operations of Criminal Justice Systems. In several 
cases, responses that were collected through the Global 
status report on violence prevention 2014 survey duplicated 
observations from the WHO and UNODC data bases. In a 
few cases, data from the survey were also included (see 
below). Crude homicide rates were computed using UN 
Population Division estimates for country population size.


Country data on homicide were extracted from the 
WHO Mortality Database, in which homicides from vital 
registration systems are defined according the International 
Classification of Disease by codes ICD-10: X85-Y09, Y87.1 
or ICD-9: E960-E969. Country vital registration data were 
included in the estimation process if they met data quality 
inclusion criteria. To be included, country vital registration 
data had to be at least 70% complete and no more than 30% 
of injuries could be classified as intent undetermined. Final 
counts of homicides from the vital registration data were 
then computed by adjusting reported homicides upwards to 
correct for incompleteness, as well as redistributing injuries 
of undetermined intent pro rata across injury causes, 
including homicide. These adjusted vital registration data 
were used for subsequent estimation processes.


The use of criminal justice data for the estimation of homicide 
rates is complicated by the fact that there is currently no 
reliable way to estimate the degree of completeness of 
criminal justice reporting systems. This differs from vital 
registration systems that attempt to record all causes of 
death, which allows for comparisons between total deaths 
recorded by vital registration to deaths implied by trends in 
population numbers as a means to assess completeness. 
For criminal justice systems, which only record crime-
related deaths, there are no comparator data sets (in 
the absence of a vital registration system) to enable an 
assessment of completeness. Given that vital registration 
data is often incomplete, there is justifiable concern that 
criminal justice data may in some cases be incomplete as 
well. For these estimates, duration of police reporting was 


used an indicator of the quality of the reporting system, and 
police data from the UNODC data base were included if they 
contained values for homicide deaths for 8 or more years 
from 2000 to 2012 (over 60% of years with an observation) 
and at least one observation year since 2008. Analyses 
undertaken for this report comparing vital registration and 
criminal justice data also suggested that in countries with 
high quality vital registration systems, criminal justice data 
may typically underreport homicides by 15%. It is likely 
that underreporting in criminal justice systems is higher 
in countries without functioning vital registration systems, 
but that cannot be assessed given the available data. Given 
this, police data were excluded if their homicide rates were 
lower than the minimum nationally observed homicide rate 
from any country with a high quality vital registration system 
(Japan), which led to the exclusion of police data for Egypt 
and Indonesia.


Many countries had data included from both vital registration 
and criminal justice reporting systems. As the final data set 
of national homicide rates was restricted to sources with 
a consistent definition of homicide, the primary concern 
over the accuracy of observed homicide rates was that of 
underreporting. Therefore, within a country, preference was 
given to data sources reporting a higher rate, based on the 
assumption that over-reporting of homicides was much less 
likely than under-reporting. For countries with 8 or more 
years of reliable data from WHO’s Mortality Database or 
the UNODC criminal justice database, homicide rates were 
directly estimated from the data based on the following 
decision rules summarized in Table 1:


1. If the homicide rates reported in the criminal justice data 
series were, on average, significantly higher (p<0.10) 
than the homicide rates resulting from the adjusted vital 
registration data, the reported criminal justice homicide 
rate was used as the final estimate.


2. If there was no significant difference between the 
criminal justice and adjusted vital registration homicide 
rates, or the adjusted vital registration homicide rate 
was significantly higher than the criminal justice rate, 
the adjusted vital registration homicide rate was used 
as the final estimate.


3. If a country had 8 or more years of recent criminal 
justice data, but lacked vital registration data meeting 
the inclusion criteria, the criminal justice homicide rate 
was adjusted upwards by 15% (based on the analysis 
described above) to obtain a final estimate.
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In cases where the selected data source had an incomplete 
time series, trends observed in the unused data source were 
used if available to extrapolate missing years. In cases 
where there were no observations for a given year from 
either vital registration or criminal justice data, trends from 
the regression modelling output for that country (described 
below) were applied to extrapolate homicide rates for the 
missing data years and bring the estimates up to year 2012. 
A few countries (Albania, Bahrain, and Kuwait) had vital 
registration data in the early 2000s and more complete 
police data, and the two sources differed in their levels 
of homicide. For these countries, we included both data 
sources and projected estimates with the regression model 
described in the next section.


Model-based homicide rates


For countries without long, high quality data series on 
homicide rates, regression models were used to estimate 
national homicide rates over time (Table 8). Potential 
covariates for the regression modelling were selected in 
a multi-step process. First, seven conceptual categories of 
potential predictors of homicide were identified: absolute 
and relative deprivation, demographic factors, social (dis)
organization, deterrence, routine activity, economic and 
social development and selected individual risk factors. 
Second, within each of these categories, indicator variables 
were identified (Table 9). Third, graphical examination of 
global and regional relationships between each of these 
indicator variables and homicide rates,4 in combination with 
quantitative metrics based on single covariate regression 
models, were used to eliminate several of the covariates 
as non-predictive or redundant. The remaining 11 covariates 
(Table 9) were included as candidate covariates in a cross 
validation algorithm to select the most predictive regression 
models.


As the regression model was fitted to data for the period 
2000 to 2012, a complete time series over this period was 
necessary for each covariate for each country. In cases 
where there were gaps in a country’s time series for a given 


4 Each potential covariate was included by itself in a set of different 
log-linear generalized linear models. This set of models included 
different specifications of fixed or random effects for intercepts 
and linear time trends for regions and countries. Covariates that 
consistently had higher Akaike information criterion values across all 
model specifications, and no clear relationship with homicide rates as 
assessed with scatter plots and p-values, were eligible to be removed 
from the initial covariate list. In cases where covariates were very 
highly correlated (e.g., gross national income and gross domestic 
product), only one was selected.


covariate, missing values were linearly interpolated. In cases 
where a country’s time series started after 2000 or ended 
before 2012, missing values were extrapolated assuming 
a constant value equal to that of the nearest non-missing 
year. For countries with no observed covariate values, the 
value was imputed with a regression that included fixed 
effects for WHO region and year.


Observations of homicide rates were taken primarily 
from WHO and UNODC databases (described above), 
after the vital registration data inputted for the modelling 
were adjusted for incompleteness and misclassification. 
Criminal justice data were not adjusted for completeness 
before being inputted to the regression modelling as 
a covariate was included in the model to account for 
systematic differences in homicide-rate levels between 
vital registration and criminal justice data. In addition to 
incorporating the long, high quality time series of homicide 
data that were used to directly produce country estimates 
above, shorter time series of police homicide data were also 
included in the model if countries also had high quality vital 
registration data. Finally, initially excluded criminal justice 
data from the UNODC database or the Global status report 
on violence prevention 2014 survey were included based on 
initial modelling results for a few countries, where modelled 
projections were well below reported homicide rates, 
implying reasonable completeness of those data. This led to 
data inclusion for Iraq and Lesotho for modelled countries, 
and for countries with direct estimation, inclusion of police 
data from Global status report on violence prevention 2014 
for Botswana and Swaziland.


Country-level homicide rates were estimated with 
hierarchical generalized linear models with a log link. By 
using a hierarchical model, estimates for countries with 
limited or no data are informed by regional and global 
patterns. In the regression, random intercepts were 
assigned to countries and WHO regions, with high-income 
countries categorized as a separate region. An additional 
random effect was introduced for each unique data source 
(for example, vital registration data from France) to account 
for over-dispersion. Homicide counts were modelled with a 
log offset for population size. The model can be described 
as follows:


ℎ𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑑𝑑𝑖𝑖 = 𝑃𝑃𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑜𝑜𝑃𝑃(𝜇𝜇𝑖𝑖𝜃𝜃𝑖𝑖) 
log(𝜃𝜃𝑖𝑖) = 𝑋𝑋𝑖𝑖𝛽𝛽 + 𝑟𝑟𝑘𝑘[𝑖𝑖]


𝑟𝑟 + 𝑟𝑟𝑗𝑗[𝑖𝑖]
𝑐𝑐 + 𝑟𝑟𝑖𝑖𝑠𝑠 
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where unique data sources are denoted s and indexed by 
i, countries are denoted c and indexed by j, regions are 
denoted r and indexed by k, a are random effects for region, 
country and data source, and µ is an offset. In addition to 
explanatory variables, X also contained an indicator variable 
for whether a data source was from vital registration or 
criminal justice reporting systems. This covariate was set 
equal to vital registration during prediction to adjust for 
underreporting in the criminal justice data. Final estimates 
were based on a model ensemble, which was computed 
as a weighted average of the predicted homicide rates 
from the five best performing models from a leave-one-out 
cross-validation procedure. The cross-validation algorithm 
dropped one unique data source at a time and computed 
the root mean squared error of the predicted homicide 
rate as an error metric. The five covariate sets with the 
lowest average root mean squared error were included in 
the ensemble, and the reciprocal of the root mean squared 
error was used as a weight when averaging the model 
predications. The covariates included in the final ensemble 
were alcohol drinking pattern, gender inequality index, 
percent of the population living in urban areas, proportion of 
the population that were males aged 15–30 years, religious 
fractionalization, and infant mortality rate. Uncertainty 
around model-based estimates was obtained via the 
bootstrap.


Estimates by sex, age and mechanism


After obtaining final homicide estimates for year 2012 as 
explained above, age- and sex-specific homicide rates 
for 2012 were obtained by splitting the total homicide 
estimates by the age and sex fractions observed in the WHO 
Mortality Database for year 2012, or, for countries without 
vital registration data from 2012, age and sex fractions 
for homicide in year 2012 from the WHO’s Global Health 
Estimates (4).


Estimates of homicide mechanism were derived for three 
major categories: firearms, sharp objects, and other, based 
on data from WHO’s Mortality Database and responses 
collected during the Global status report on violence 
prevention 2014 survey. Data sources were excluded if the 
percent of “unknown” causes was greater than 30%, or if 
the percentage of homicides due to firearms or sharp objects 
was missing. If a country had both vital registration and 
Global status report on violence prevention 2014 police data 
sources meeting data inclusion criteria, the police data were 
dropped for countries for which vital registration data were 
used to compute the homicide rate estimates, and similarly, 
vital registration data were dropped in favour of police 
data if homicide rate estimates were based on police data. 
Blunt objects were not estimated as a distinct mechanism 
category due to sparse reporting across countries. Unknown 
causes were excluded, which is equivalent to assuming 
that the distribution of unknown causes is the same as that 
observed across firearms, sharp objects and other.


For countries with included data, final estimates of homicide 
mechanism fractions were computed directly from the data 
for the most recent year available. For countries whose most 
recent data year was prior to 2012, this assumes stable 
mechanism fractions over time. For countries without data, 
mechanism fractions were estimated with a multinomial 
logistic regression, which modelled firearms, sharp objects, 
and other categories as a function of covariates. Potential 
covariates included those considered in the cross validation 
exercise for estimating homicide rates (Table 9), plus 
firearms per capita and the final homicide rate estimate 
for a country. Model covariates for estimating mechanism 
fractions were selected via cross-validation, and included 
the log of the estimated homicide rate, log firearms per 
capita, alcohol drinking pattern, religious fractionalization, 
corruption index for 2012, and an indicator variable for East 
Asia and high income Asia Pacific countries.
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Table 8: Estimation method by country


Estimation method Countrya


Vital registration data Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Israel, Japan, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Suriname, 
Sweden, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of 
America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)


Criminal justice data Australia, Belize, Bulgaria, Costa Rica, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Ireland, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, 
Paraguay, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Uruguay


Adjusted criminal 
justice data


Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Cambodia, Dominican Republic, 
Georgia, Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, Malawi, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Turkey, Uganda, Yemen


Modelled estimate 
with country data


Albania, Bahrain, Fiji, Iraq, Kuwait, Lesotho, Montenegro, Philippines, Uzbekistan


Modelled estimate 
without country data


Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam, West Bank and Gaza Strip, Zambia, Zimbabwe


a   Not listed here are 22 Member States with populations less than 300 000 for which homicide estimates were included in regional tables but not reported separately.


Table 9: Covariates considered for homicide rate regression model


Category Included in cross validation Excluded after initial tests


Absolute and relative deprivation • Infant mortality rate
• Gini index


• Proportion of income in the highest quintile
• Proportion of income in the lowest quintile
• Ratio of upper and lower income quintiles


Demographic • Percentage of urban population
• Proportion of population aged 15–30 


years old and male


• Population density
• Population growth rate
• Sex ratio in 15–30 year old age groups


Social (dis)organization • Adolescent birth rate
• HIV prevalence
• Religious fractionalization


• Percentage of households headed by female
• Divorce rate
• Health system access
• Ethnic fractionalization
• Language fractionalization


Deterrence • Corruption index 2012
Routine activity • Unemployment rate
Economic and social development • Lagged gross national income


• Gender inequality index
• Gross domestic product
• Literacy rate
• Mean years of education


Selected individual risk factors • Alcohol drinking pattern • Alcohol consumption rate
• Child stunting
• Firearms per capita
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COUNTRY PROFILES: EXPLANATION


The country profiles in the following section (in alphabetical 
order) present a selection of core information about violence 
prevention and victim support services, as reported by each 
of the 133 participating countries and areas. Additional and 
more detailed national data can be found in the Statistical 
annex (Tables A1–A11).


Background information on countries


Background information for population, gross national 
income (GNI) per capita and economic inequality are 
reported for the most recent year available. Population 
data were extracted from the United Nations Population 
Division database, while gross national income per capita 
for the year 2012, and data on the Gini coefficient of income 
inequality, came from World Bank estimates. Where no 
data were available for 2012, published data for the latest 
year were used. The World Bank Atlas method was used to 
categorize GNI according to the following bands:


• low-income: US$ 1005 or less
• middle-income: US$ 1006 to US$ 12 275
• high-income: US$ 12 276 or more.


Flags were obtained from the World Flag Database (http://
www.flags.net). Flags as of 31 December 2012 were used.


Terminology


A full list of definitions of all key terms used in this report 
can be found in Part VI, Glossary.


The information on levels and patterns of drinking and 
excise taxes on alcohol sales was taken from the 2014 
Global status report on alcohol and health (1).


• Total per capita consumption is defined as total (recorded 
plus estimated unrecorded) alcohol per capita for those 
aged 15 years and older within a calendar year in litres 
of pure alcohol (1).


• The “patterns of drinking” score reflects how people 
drink instead of how much they drink within a population. 
Strongly associated with the alcohol-attributable burden 
of disease in a country, the patterns of drinking score 
is measured on a scale from one (least risky pattern 
of drinking) to five (most risky pattern of drinking). The 


higher the score, the greater the alcohol-attributable 
burden of disease in population groups with the same 
level of consumption. Notably, different drinking patterns 
give rise to very different health outcomes in population 
groups with the same level of consumption (1).


• An excise tax is an inland tax applied on the sale of, or 
production for sale of, specific goods. Here it refers to 
beer, wine and spirits. Excise taxes are distinguished 
from customs duties, which are taxes on imports (1).


Key to country profiles


The sections below reflect how the information is structured 
in each of the country profiles. They include details on how 
data on certain variables are presented and should be 
interpreted.


Variables were coded as “–” if the information was 
unavailable or non-applicable, or if respondents had 
provided a “Don’t know” response.


Information on the existence of national and subnational 
action plans, policies and laws is indicated as “Yes” (with 
a footnote where these are subnational) or “No”. Countries 
where the development of action plans, policies and laws 
is underway but these have yet to be approved or endorsed 
by government are indicated as “No”. National was defined 
as “relating to a nation or a country as a whole”. In federal 
states, plans of action, policies and laws were considered 
“national” when they were either federal or when more than 
90% of subnational entities – such as states or provinces – 
had such plans of action, policies and laws.


Respondents were asked to use their professional 
judgement to rate the extent of enforcement of laws and of 
implementation of programmes. The group of respondents 
then reached consensus on an enforcement rating for laws 
and an implementation rating for programmes. These scores 
were:


Extent of enforcement of laws
1 = “Enforced to a limited extent”: up to 40% effective
2 = “Enforced to a large extent”: 40–79% effective
3 = “Fully enforced”: 80% or more effective
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Extent of prevention programme and victim support 
programme implementation


1 = The programme has been implemented once or a few 
isolated times.
2 = The programme has been implemented systematically 
on a larger scale (for example, across many schools or 
communities, or has reached more than 30% of the intended 
target population in the country).


It is noted that these scores are subjective and are only 
an indication of how law enforcement and programme 
implementation are perceived in the country.


Only information on whether national population-based  
prevalence surveys of non-fatal violence exist is reported 
here. Too few countries reported data of adequate quality 
to include prevalence rates for the different types of non-
fatal violence.


Reported homicide numbers or rates per 100 000, 
percentage of male and female homicide victims and the 
percentage of homicides by mechanism are presented for 
the most recent year for which data were provided. The 
proportion of homicides where the sex was unknown has 
not been reported in the profiles. Proportions of homicide by 
sex and by mechanism may sometimes not add up to 100% 
because of rounding or because only partial information was 


received. It is emphasized that only the reported numbers 
or reported rates of homicide are included in the country 
profiles. Estimates based on the statistical model developed 
are listed in the Statistical annex.


It is further emphasized that all police-reported data shown 
are as submitted to WHO as part of the Global status report 
on violence prevention 2014 data collection survey. As such, 
these data may differ from the police-reported homicide 
numbers and rates supplied to and published by UNODC 
owing to variations in the procedures/channels used to 
gather the data, the timing of their collection and the 
validation methods used by WHO and UNODC respectively.


Graphs on reported homicide rates per 100 000 population. 
While many countries track data trends over decades, only 
a 10-year period is depicted here. Data points for years 
where this information was missing were left blank. For 
countries providing fewer than 3 years of homicide trend 
data, this information is presented in a table instead of a 
graph. Where the primary data source for data on homicide 
mechanisms and homicide trends was not specified, the 
country questionnaire has been listed as the source.


Reference
1. World Health Organization. Global status report on alcohol 


and health 2014. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2014.
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Child maltreatment is the abuse and 
neglect of children under 18 years of 
age. It includes all types of physical 
and/or emotional maltreatment, 
sexual abuse, neglect, negligence 
and commercial or other exploitation, 
which results in actual or potential 
harm to the child’s health, survival, 
development or dignity in the context 
of a relationship of responsibility, 
trust or power.


Key facts:
• Nearly one in four adults reports 


having been physically abused 
as a child; 36% say they were 
emotionally abused as a child.


• 20% of women and 5–10% of 
men report having been sexually 
abused as children.


• Maltreatment can cause changes 
in the brain that increase the 
risk of behavioural, physical 
and mental health problems in 
adulthood.


• Being a victim of child 
maltreatment can increase the risk 
that a person will become a victim 
and/or perpetrator of other forms 
of violence in adolescence and 
adulthood.


Millions of children suffer abuse and neglect at 
the hands of their parents and other caregivers.


CHILD 
MALTREATMENT


At a glance


Proportion of countries with national 
action plans and surveys


Yes No


Findings from the survey
The majority of countries report having adopted national action plans to address 
child maltreatment. Many countries report that prevention programmes for child 
maltreatment are being implemented. However, only a minority of countries report 
implementing these measures at scale.


Prevention approaches
There are a number of evidence-based programmes designed to help strengthen 
early relationships and interactions between children and their caregivers, promote 
healthy development and prevent child maltreatment.


National action plans National surveys


29


59
71


41
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None 
(not implemented at all)


Limited 
(implemented once or  
a few times)


Larger scale
(e.g. across many 
schools or communities 
or has reached 30% 
or more of the target 
population)


Home visiting
Home visiting programmes involve visits by nurses to parents and infants 
in their homes to provide support, education, and information. Some 
home visiting programmes can substantially reduce child maltreatment 
and associated outcomes such as injuries.


Parenting education
Parenting education programmes aim to improve child-
rearing skills, increase knowledge of child development 
and encourage positive child management strategies. 
Parenting education programmes show great promise 
in preventing child maltreatment and promoting 
positive parenting and child behaviour. 


Child sexual abuse avoidance training
Child sexual abuse prevention programmes teach children about body 
ownership, the difference between good and bad touch, how to say “no” 
and how to disclose abuse to a trusted adult. They can increase children’s 
knowledge of what to do if they encounter a potentially abusive situation. 


None


42


23


35


(not implemented at all)


schools or communities 


Parenting education
Parenting education programmes aim to improve child-
rearing skills, increase knowledge of child development 
and encourage positive child management strategies
Parenting education programmes show great promise 
in preventing child maltreatment and promoting 
positive parenting and child behaviour


47


15


38


48


15


37


Proportion of countries that reported implementing  
a particular strategy
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At a glance


Youth violence is violence occurring 
between people aged 10–29 years. 
It often occurs among youth who are 
not relatives and who may not know 
each other, and generally takes place 
outside of the home. It includes harmful 
behaviours that may start early and 
continue into adulthood. Some violent 
acts — such as assault — can lead to 
serious injury or death. Others, such as 
bullying, slapping or hitting may result 
more in emotional than physical harm.


Key facts:
• Worldwide an estimated 200 000 


homicides occur each year among 
youth aged 10–29 years, accounting 
for 43% of all homicides annually.


• In over 80% of deaths due to youth 
violence the victim is a male.


• For each young person killed, many 
more sustain injuries requiring 
hospital treatment.


• Beyond deaths and injuries, youth 
violence can lead to mental health 
problems and increased health 
risk behaviours, such as smoking, 
alcohol and drug use, and unsafe sex.


• Perpetrators and victims of youth 
violence often have a long history of 
involvement in violence, and many 
were victims of child maltreatment.


Findings from the survey
While more than half of surveyed countries report having adopted national action 
plans to address youth violence, only a quarter of countries report having national 
surveys to measure the magnitude and consequences of youth violence, and 
identify its risk factors.


Prevention approaches
A variety of approaches have been developed to reduce violent behaviour among 
young people. The most common approaches help children and adolescents 
manage anger, resolve conflict and develop the necessary social skills to solve 
problems.


Globally, more than 500 young people are 
murdered every day.


YOUTH VIOLENCE 


Proportion of countries with national 
action plans and surveys


Yes No


National action plans National surveys


47
74


53


26
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Preschool enrichment
Preschool enrichment programmes introduce young children to the skills 
necessary for success in school, thereby increasing the likelihood of future 
academic success. Preschool enrichment programmes can reduce arrests for 
violence among those aged 20–24 years by up to 40%.


Life skills training
Life skills training programmes are designed 
to help older children and adolescents manage 
anger, resolve conflict and develop the necessary 
social skills to solve problems. Life skills training 
programmes can reduce adolescent violence  
by up to 29%.


Mentoring
Mentoring programmes match a young person at 
high risk of antisocial behaviour or growing up in a 
single-parent family with a caring older person from 
outside the family. Mentoring can reduce illicit drug 
initiation, truancy and other risk factors for youth 
violence. 


Bullying prevention
Bullying prevention programmes can involve anger management, social skills 
and assertiveness training for children involved in bullying; teaching peers active 
listening and problem solving skills to help those involved; and whole-school 
approaches such as developing an anti-bullying policy.


Preschool enrichment
Preschool enrichment programmes introduce young children to the skills 
necessary for success in school, thereby increasing the likelihood of future 
academic success
violence among those aged 20–24 years by up to 40%


Life skills training
Life skills training programmes are designed 
to help older children and adolescents manage 
anger, resolve conflict and develop the necessary 
social skills to solve problems
programmes can reduce adolescent violence  
by up to 29%


Mentoring
Mentoring programmes match a young person at 
high risk of antisocial behaviour or growing up in a 
single-parent family with a caring older person from 
outside the family
initiation, truancy and other risk factors for youth 
violence


Bullying prevention
Bullying prevention programmes can involve anger management, social skills 
and assertiveness training for children involved in bullying; teaching peers active 
listening and problem solving skills to help those involved; and whole-school 
approaches such as developing an anti-bullying policy


27


38


35


34


51


27


23


34


47


19


50


15


Proportion of countries that reported implementing  
a particular strategy


None 
(not implemented at all)


Limited 
(implemented once or  
a few times)


Larger scale
(e.g. across many 
schools or communities 
or has reached 30% 
or more of the target 
population)
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At a glance


Intimate partner violence refers to 
behaviour by an intimate partner 
or ex-partner that causes physical, 
sexual or psychological harm, 
including physical aggression, sexual 
coercion, psychological abuse and 
controlling behaviours. It can occur 
among heterosexual or same-sex 
couples, and does not require sexual 
intimacy. Intimate partner violence 
is often hidden and only a small 
percentage of victims seek help from 
formal victim assistance providers.


Key facts:
• Intimate partner violence against 


women is an important risk factor 
for HIV, other sexually transmitted 
diseases, unwanted pregnancies 
and other reproductive health 
problems. 


• Women exposed to intimate 
partner violence are almost twice 
as likely to have an alcohol use 
disorder, two times more likely to 
experience depression and have an 
increased risk for suicide attempts 
compared to women who have not 
been exposed to partner violence.


• Intimate partner violence can 
negatively affect children in 
households where it occurs.


Findings from the survey
A majority of countries report having conducted national surveys on intimate partner 
violence and two thirds report having national action plans to address it. Far fewer 
report implementing school- and community-based programmes to change attitudes 
and behaviour directly.


Prevention approaches
Promoting gender equity, creating a climate of non-tolerance for violence and 
starting prevention efforts at a young age are some of the key strategies for 
preventing intimate partner violence.


Globally, one in three women has been a victim 
of violence by an intimate partner.


INTIMATE 
PARTNER VIOLENCE 


Proportion of countries with national 
action plans and surveys


Yes No


National action plans National surveys


32
43


68
57
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Dating violence prevention in schools
Dating violence prevention programmes in schools aim to develop healthy 
relationship skills and reduce attitudes that are accepting of violence. 
Evaluations of these programmes in mostly high-income countries show 
positive changes in knowledge and attitudes toward relationship violence 
and reductions in abusive behaviours.


Microfinance and gender 
equity training
Microfinance combined with gender equity training  
focuses on women living in poor communities and is 
designed  to economically empower them and address 
gender norms, cultural beliefs  and  communication. It 
is one of the few strategies with documented evidence 
showing reductions in partner violence.


Social and cultural norm-change
Social and cultural norm-change strategies aim to modify social 
expectations, such as the norm that men have the right to control women, 
which make women vulnerable to physical, emotional and sexual violence 
by men. Rigorous evaluations of social and cultural norm-change strategies 
are still needed to assess their impact; however, they remain an important 
strategy to inform and create cultural shifts in what is acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour and in promoting norms supportive of healthy, non-
violent, and gender equitable relationships.   


Dating violence prevention in schools
Dating violence prevention programmes in schools aim to develop healthy 
relationship skills and reduce attitudes that are accepting of violence
Evaluations of these programmes in mostly high-income countries show 
positive changes in knowledge and attitudes toward relationship violence 
and reductions in abusive behaviours


Microfinance and gender 
equity training
Microfinance combined with gender equity training  
focuses on women living in poor communities and is 
designed  to economically empower them and address 
gender norms, cultural beliefs  and  communication
is one of the few strategies with documented evidence 
showing reductions in partner violence


Social and cultural norm-change
Social and cultural norm-change strategies aim to modify social 
expectations, such as the norm that men have the right to control women, 
which make women vulnerable to physical, emotional and sexual violence 
by men
are still needed to assess their impact; however, they remain an important 
strategy to inform and create cultural shifts in what is acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour and in promoting norms supportive of healthy, non-
violent, and gender equitable relationships


32


37


46


42


22


21


40


11


49


Proportion of countries that reported implementing  
a particular strategy


None 
(not implemented at all)


Limited 
(implemented once or  
a few times)


Larger scale
(e.g. across many 
schools or communities 
or has reached 30% 
or more of the target 
population)
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At a glance


Sexual violence is defined as any 
sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual 
act, unwanted sexual comments 
or advances, or acts to traffic, or 
otherwise directed against a person’s 
sexuality using coercion, by any 
person regardless of their relationship 
to the victim, in any setting including 
but not limited to home and work.


Key facts:
• Sexual violence against women 


and girls can lead to unintended 
pregnancies, unsafe abortions, 
gynaecological problems and 
sexually transmitted infections, 
including HIV.


• Women who have experienced 
non-partner sexual violence are 2.3 
times more likely to have alcohol 
use disorders and 2.6 times more 
likely to have depression or anxiety 
than women who have not.


• Boys and men also suffer sexual 
violence, although this remains 
poorly documented.


Globally, 7% of women have experienced sexual 
violence by someone other than an intimate 
partner in their lifetime.


Findings from the survey
Over half of countries report conducting national surveys on sexual violence and 
some two-thirds of countries report adopting national action plans to address 
it. While over half of countries report implementing campaigns to change social 
and cultural norms, only a third report implementing school-based programmes 
addressing gender norms and attitudes at a larger scale.


Prevention approaches
Addressing the root causes of violence against women – starting prevention efforts 
at a young age, changing social norms accepting of sexual violence against women 
and implementing strategies to promote gender equity – are some of the key 
strategies for preventing sexual violence.


SEXUAL VIOLENCE 


Proportion of countries with national 
action plans and surveys


Yes No


National action plans National surveys


35
48


65
52
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School and college programmes
School- and college-based programmes are designed to raise awareness, 
address gender norms, bystander behaviours, and knowlege and attitudes 
about rape and sexual assault. Few programmes have been rigorously 
evaluated, suggesting a critical gap to fill.


Physical environment changes
Physical environment changes include improving formal 
and informal surveillance, better lighting of public 
areas and interventions to encourage the use of public 
spaces. While promising, more research is needed to 
evaluate their specific effects on sexual violence.


Social and cultural norm-change
Social and cultural norm-change programmes aim to modify norms of male 
sexual entitlement, and can reduce attitudes and beliefs that are supportive 
of sexual violence. Rigorous evaluations of social and cultural norm-change 
strategies are still needed to assess their impact; however, they remain an 
important strategy to inform and create cultural shifts in what is acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour. 


Physical environment changes
Physical environment changes include improving formal 
and informal surveillance, better lighting of public 
areas and interventions to encourage the use of public 
spaces
evaluate their specific effects on sexual violence


Social and cultural norm-change
Social and cultural norm-change programmes aim to modify norms of male 
sexual entitlement, and can reduce attitudes and beliefs that are supportive 
of sexual violence
strategies are still needed to assess their impact; however, they remain an 
important strategy to inform and create cultural shifts in what is acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour


20


35


45


39


11


50


Proportion of countries that reported implementing  
a particular strategy


None 
(not implemented at all)


Limited 
(implemented once or  
a few times)


Larger scale
(e.g. across many 
schools or communities 
or has reached 30% 
or more of the target 
population)


45
26


29
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At a glance


Elder abuse is a single or repeated 
act, or lack of appropriate action, 
occurring within any relationship 
where there is an expectation 
of trust that causes harm or 
distress to an older person. Elder 
abuse includes physical, sexual, 
psychological, emotional, financial 
and material abuse; abandonment; 
neglect and serious loss of dignity 
and respect.


Key facts:
• National surveys conducted 


in predominantly high-income 
countries find wide variation in 
rates of abuse in the preceding 
12 months among adults aged 
over 60 years, ranging from 0.8% 
in Spain and 2.6% in the United 
Kingdom to upwards of 18% in 
Israel, 23.8% in Austria and 32% 
in Belgium.


• Elder abuse can lead to serious 
physical injuries and long-term 
psychological consequences, 
including depression and anxiety.


• Elder abuse is predicted to 
increase as many countries are 
experiencing rapidly ageing 
populations.


Many older people experience some form of 
abuse in the home.


ELDER ABUSE


Findings from the survey
Although public and professional information campaigns to raise awareness 
about elder abuse are reported in many countries, elder abuse is one of the least-
investigated types of violence in national surveys, and one of the least addressed in 
national action plans.


Prevention approaches
Strategies to prevent elder abuse include efforts to raise professional awareness 
and train practitioners; inform the public about how to identify the signs and 
symptoms of elder abuse and where help can be obtained, and improving policies 
and practices in residential care facilities for elderly people. There is, however, very 
little research on the effectiveness of any such programmes in preventing elder 
abuse, and this is a critical gap to fill. 


Proportion of countries with national 
action plans and surveys


Yes No


National action plans National surveys


59
83


41


17
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Professional awareness campaigns
Professional awareness campaigns aim to improve professionals’ ability to 
identify and deal effectively with suspected elder abuse cases. While they can 
increase such knowledge, their effectiveness depends on the strategies in place 
to deal with a suspected case once identified.


Public information campaigns
Public information campaigns aim to increase public 
awareness about elder abuse, promote positive 
attitudes towards older people, and encourage the 
respectful, dignified treatment of older people. They 
may help to raise the visibility of elder abuse and 
change social norms that are supportive of elder 
abuse.


Caregiver support
Caregiver support programmes provide services to 
relieve the burden of caregiving, by, for instance, 
providing help with housekeeping and meal 
preparation, respite care, support groups and day 
care. They can reduce the caregiver burden, stress 
and depression, all of which are risk factors for 
elder abuse.  


Residential care policies
Residential care policies aim to improve standards of care in nursing and other 
residential care homes for elderly people by implementing procedures within 
the homes that reduce the likelihood of elder abuse. They can help to establish 
uniform licencing requirements and professional operating standards that lower 
the risk of elder abuse.


Professional awareness campaigns
Professional awareness campaigns aim to improve professionals’ ability to 
identify and deal effectively with suspected elder abuse cases
increase such knowledge, their effectiveness depends on the strategies in place 
to deal with a suspected case once identified


Public information campaigns
Public information campaigns aim to increase public 
awareness about elder abuse, promote positive 
attitudes towards older people, and encourage the 
respectful, dignified treatment of older people
may help to raise the visibility of elder abuse and 
change social norms that are supportive of elder 
abuse


Caregiver support
Caregiver support programmes provide services to 
relieve the burden of caregiving, by, for instance, 
providing help with housekeeping and meal 
preparation, respite care, support groups and day 
care
and depression, all of which are risk factors for 
elder abuse


Residential care policies
Residential care policies aim to improve standards of care in nursing and other 
residential care homes for elderly people by implementing procedures within 
the homes that reduce the likelihood of elder abuse
uniform licencing requirements and professional operating standards that lower 
the risk of elder abuse


36


24


40


43


23


28


39


33


34


Proportion of countries that reported implementing  
a particular strategy


None 
(not implemented at all)


Limited 
(implemented once or  
a few times)


Larger scale
(e.g. across many 
schools or communities 
or has reached 30% 
or more of the target 
population)


27
37


36
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Adult protective services identify and assess elderly 
and disabled adults who have been abused or are at risk of 
abuse, investigate these cases and provide services, in part 
to prevent abuse from occurring or recurring.


After-school programmes extend adult supervision 
and aim to improve children’s academic achievement and 
school involvement by supporting their studies and offering 
recreational activities outside normal school hours.


Armed violence is the use or threatened use of weapons to 
inflict injury, death or psychosocial harm, which undermines 
development.


Caregiver support programmes to prevent elder abuse 
provide services to relieve the burden of caregiving, by, 
for instance, providing help with housekeeping and meal 
preparation, respite care, support groups and day care.


Changing social and cultural gender norms aims to alter 
the social expectations that define appropriate behaviour for 
women and men, such as norms that dictate men have the 
right to control women, and which make women and girls 
vulnerable to physical, emotional and sexual violence by 
men.


Child maltreatment is the abuse and neglect of children 
under 18 years of age. It includes all types of physical and/or 
emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect, negligence 
and commercial or other exploitation, which results in actual 
or potential harm to the child’s health, survival, development 
or dignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, 
trust or power.


Child protection services investigate cases of child 
maltreatment and identify, assess, and provide services to 
children and families in an effort to protect children and 
prevent further maltreatment, while wherever possible 
preserving the family. Such services are also sometimes 
known by other names, often attempting to reflect more 
family-centred (as opposed to child-centred) practices, such 
as “children and family services”, “child welfare services” 
or even “social services”.


Collective violence is the instrumental use of violence by 
people who identify themselves as members of a group – 
whether this group is transitory or has a more permanent 


identity – against another group or set of individuals in order 
to achieve political, economic or social objectives.


Community policing strategies aim to establish police-
community partnerships and a problem-solving approach 
that is responsive to the needs of the community, through an 
active partnership between the police and the community.


Elder abuse is any act of commission or omission (in 
which case it is usually described as “neglect”), that may 
be either intentional or unintentional and involves persons 
aged 60–65 years or more (the age bracket for “old age” 
varies by country but often coincides with the official 
age of retirement). The abuse may be physical, sexual, 
psychological (involving emotional or verbal aggression), or 
financial, or involve other material maltreatment and result 
in unnecessary suffering, injury or pain, the loss or violation 
of human rights, and a decreased quality of life for the older 
person.


Gang violence is the intentional use of violence by a 
person or group of persons who are members of, or identify 
with, any durable, street-orientated group whose identity 
includes involvement in illegal activity.


Gender norms are social expectations that define what 
is considered appropriate behaviour for women and men. 
The different roles and behaviours of females and males, 
children as well as adults, are shaped and reinforced by 
gender norms within society.


Home visiting programmes involve visits by nurses 
to parents and children in their homes to prevent child 
maltreatment and promote positive infant, child and 
parental development by providing support, education and 
information.


Interpersonal violence is the intentional use of physical 
force or power, threatened or actual, by a person or a small 
group of people against another person or small group that 
either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, 
death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation.


Intimate partner violence is behaviour within an intimate 
relationship that causes physical, sexual or psychological 
harm to those in the relationship, including acts of physical 
aggression, sexual coercion, psychological abuse and 
controlling behaviours.
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Medico-legal services for sexual violence victims 
provide immediate medical and psychosocial care and legal 
advice for victims, and collect medical and legal evidence to 
corroborate victim accounts and help identify perpetrators.


Mentoring programmes assume that a warm and 
supportive relationship with a positive adult role model can 
help to protect children and adolescents against involvement 
in youth violence. Mentoring programmes typically match a 
young person – particularly one at high risk of antisocial 
behaviour or growing up in a single-parent family – with a 
caring older person from outside the family. Mentors may 
be older classmates, teachers, counsellors, police officers 
or other members of the community.


Microfinance combined with gender equity training is 
designed to benefit women living in the poorest communities 
and combines the provision of microfinance with training and 
skills-building sessions for men and women on gender roles 
and norms, cultural beliefs, communication and intimate 
partner violence.


Parenting education programmes are usually delivered 
in groups with the aim of preventing child maltreatment and 
other problem behaviours by improving child-rearing skills, 
increasing knowledge of child development and encouraging 
positive child management strategies.


Pre-school enrichment programmes introduce young 
children early on to the skills necessary for success in school, 
and may also include the acquisition of life skills, thereby 
increasing the likelihood of future academic success and 
reducing the likelihood that children will become involved 
in violence as they grow into adolescents and young adults.


Problem-orientated policing integrates daily police 
practice with criminological theory and research methods 
to enhance prevention and reduce crime and disorder, 
and emphasizes the use of systematic data analysis and 
assessment methods.


Professional awareness campaigns to prevent elder 
abuse are designed for social and health care professionals 
whose routine contact with older people puts them in a 
position to identify and support those at risk of abuse or 
already being abused. They aim to increase professional 
awareness of elder maltreatment and improve professionals’ 
ability to identify and deal effectively with suspected cases, 


and include education about the signs and symptoms of elder 
maltreatment, discussion on the roles and responsibilities 
of professionals in protecting older people, and training in 
problem-solving skills.


Physical environment improvement involves efforts 
to reduce the likelihood of sexual assault by, for instance, 
improving the safety of trains or buses through the provision 
of special seating areas and/or compartments for women 
and girls, and ensuring that streets and parking areas have 
adequate street lighting.


Residential care policies and procedures to prevent 
elder abuse aim to improve standards of care in nursing 
and other residential care homes for elderly people by 
implementing policies and procedures within the homes that 
will reduce the likelihood of elder maltreatment. These may 
include promoting teamwork and professional development, 
a focus on person-centred care, and regular audits.


Schools-based bullying prevention programmes 
can take different forms. Individualized interventions 
provide anger management, social skills and assertiveness 
training to children already involved in bullying. Peer-led 
interventions teach peer helpers the basic skills of active 
listening, empathy, problem solving and supportiveness that 
they need to help others involved in a bullying situation. 
Whole-school approaches include the development of an 
anti-bullying policy, increased adult supervision on school 
grounds, the establishment of an anti-bullying committee 
and involvement of parents.


School-based dating violence prevention programmes 
typically aim to reach students aged 14–15 years, are often 
integrated into existing health and physical educational 
curricula and taught in sex-segregated classes. They have an 
underlying theme of healthy, non-violent relationship skills, 
and frequently involve using graduated practice with peers 
to develop positive strategies for dealing with pressures 
and the resolution of conflict without abuse or violence.


Self-directed violence is violence a person inflicts upon 
himself or herself, and categorized as suicidal behaviour or 
self-abuse.
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Sexual violence is:


 – any sexual act or attempt to obtain a sexual act
 – unwanted sexual comments or advances or acts to 


traffic


that are directed against a person’s sexuality using coercion 
by anyone, regardless of their relationship to the victim, in 
any setting, including at home and at work.


Three types of sexual violence are commonly distinguished: 
sexual violence involving intercourse (i.e. rape), contact 
sexual violence (for example, unwanted touching, but 
excluding intercourse), and non-contact sexual violence 
(for example, threatened sexual violence, exhibitionism and 
verbal sexual harassment).


Sexual violence prevention programmes for school 
and college populations involve college/university, 
high school and middle school populations, and usually 
include educational and awareness-raising exercises that 
focus on challenging rape myths; providing information on 
acquaintance and date rape; reviewing statistics on rape, 
and coaching in risk reduction and protective prevention 
skills.


Social development/life skills training programmes 
are designed to help children and adolescents manage 
anger, resolve conflict and develop the necessary social 
skills to solve interpersonal problems without violence, and 
are usually implemented in school settings.


Training children to recognize and avoid potentially 
sexually abusive situations is usually delivered in 
schools, and aims to teach children about body ownership; 
the difference between good and bad touch; how to 
recognize potentially abusive situations; how to say “no”, 
and how to disclose abuse to a trusted adult.


Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power, 
threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or 
against a group or community that either results in or has 
a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological 
harm, maldevelopment or deprivation.


Violence against women is defined as any act of gender-
based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, 
sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including 


threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty, whether in public or in private life.


Youth violence is violence involving people between the 
ages of 10–29 years.
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education – –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES1 (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape – – Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence – – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support – –
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


AFGHANISTAN
 Population: 29 824 536               Gross national income per capita: US$ 690           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 27.82


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence – Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/–/– Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India


DATA
 NOT A


VAILA
BLE


DATA NOT AVAILABLE


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


2.55 


2.6 


2.65 


2.7 


2.75 


2.8 


2.85 


2.9 


2.95 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


25 


25.5 


26 


26.5 


27 


27.5 


28 


28.5 


29 


29.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.02 


0.04 


0.06 


0.08 


0.1 


0.12 


0.14 


0.16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


AF
GH


AN
IS


TA
N


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f P
ub


lic
 H


ea
lth


.







88 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


ALBANIA
 Population: 3 162 083               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 520           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 34.51


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 142, Rate= 2.86/100 000  (87.3% M, 12.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 19 / 19 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ALGERIA
 Population: 38 481 705               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 970           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 35.33


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 631, Rate= 1.72/100 000 (84.2% M, 15.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: DGSN and Gendarmerie Nationale/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Gendarmerie Nationale and Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ARMENIA
 Population: 2 969 081               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 770           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 31.3


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 62, Rate= 1.8/100 000 (74.2% M, 25.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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Part VIII – Country profiles 91


Trends in homicidesMechanism of homicide2


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES1  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES1  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES1 (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES1   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES1  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES1   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES1   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES1   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES1  Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES1   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


AUSTRALIA
 Population: 23 050 471               Gross national income per capita: US$ 59 790           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES1 Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.2


Mandatory background check YES1 Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES1/YES1/YES1 Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES1


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


1 Subnational.
2 Homicides classified as commited without a weapon are included in "other". 


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 244, Rate= 1.1/100 000 (64.3% M, 35.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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92 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


AUSTRIA
 Population: 8 463 948               Gross national income per capita: US$ 47 960           Income group: High              Income inequality: 29.15


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 36, Rate= 0.4/100 000 (44.4% M, 55.6% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Statistics Austria/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES1 – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES1 Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO


Implementation


AZERBAIJAN
 Population: 9 308 959               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 290           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 33.71


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 231, Rate= 2.54/100 000 (66.2% M, 33.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Internal Affairs/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools – –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training – –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes – –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


BAHRAIN
 Population: 1 317 827               Gross national income per capita: US$ 19 560           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 13, Rate= 1.03/100 000 (100% M, 0% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Part VIII – Country profiles 95


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES – Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BANGLADESH
 Population: 154 695 368               Gross national income per capita: US$ 830           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 32.12


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2010) N= 3988, Rate= 2.7/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Sharp force 12% 
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Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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96 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 15 / 15 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BELARUS
 Population: 9 405 097               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 400           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 26.48


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 17.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 429, Rate= 4.5/100 000 (68.3% M, 31.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Internal Affairs/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES1 (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment – –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes – –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1 – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


BELGIUM
 Population: 11 060 095               Gross national income per capita: US$ 44 810           Income group: High              Income inequality: 32.97


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty –
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 72, Rate= 0.65/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: General Directorate for Public Health/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES1  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BELIZE
 Population: 324 060               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 620           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 53.13


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 124, Rate= 39/100 000 (90% M, 10% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES – Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BENIN
 Population: 10 050 702               Gross national income per capita: US$ 750           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 38.62


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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100 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training – –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BHUTAN
 Population: 741 822               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 420           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 38.73


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty –
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Part VIII – Country profiles 101


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 14 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF)
 Population: 10 496 285               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 220           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 56.29


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/NO Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 3505, Rate= 33/100 000 (68% M, 32% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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102 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 21 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES1  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BOTSWANA
 Population: 2 003 910               Gross national income per capita: US$ 7 650           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Source: Police


Reported homicides (2011) N= 220, Rate= 10.9/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) – (NO) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


BRAZIL
 Population: 198 656 019               Gross national income per capita: US$ 11 640           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 54.69


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 47136, Rate= 24.3/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Other  40% 
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Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 15 / 15 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES – Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
 Population: 412 238               Gross national income per capita: US$ 31 590           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2013) N= 2, Rate= 0.5/100 000 (50% M, 50% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse –


Implementation


BULGARIA
 Population: 7 277 831               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 850           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 28.19


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 104, Rate= 1.3/100 000 (71% M, 29% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Interior/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India


DATA
 NOT A


VAILA
BLE


DATA NOT AVAILABLE


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


2.55 


2.6 


2.65 


2.7 


2.75 


2.8 


2.85 


2.9 


2.95 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


25 


25.5 


26 


26.5 


27 


27.5 


28 


28.5 


29 


29.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.02 


0.04 


0.06 


0.08 


0.1 


0.12 


0.14 


0.16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Source: Ministry of Interior


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
.


BU
LG


AR
IA







106 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 20 / 17 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES1 Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


BURKINA FASO
 Population: 16 460 141               Gross national income per capita: US$ 670           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 39.79


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 117, Rate= 0.73/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Strangulation 2% 
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Other  40% 
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Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


BURUNDI
 Population: 9 849 569               Gross national income per capita: US$ 240           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 33.27


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2013) N= 478, Rate= 5.97/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Country questionnaire/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


CAMBODIA
 Population: 14 864 646               Gross national income per capita: US$ 880           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 36.03


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 268, Rate= 1.9/100 000 (73.2% M, 26.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Country questionnaire/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape NO – Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


CAMEROON
 Population: 21 699 631               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 190           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 38.91


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= –, Rate= 9/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 
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Source: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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110 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES1   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES1 (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES1   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


CANADA
 Population: 34 837 978               Gross national income per capita: US$ 50 650           Income group: High              Income inequality: 32.56


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 476, Rate= 1.36/100 000 (70% M, 30% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 22 / 20 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


CHINA
 Population: 1 384 770 183               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 720           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 42.06


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.7


Mandatory background check NO Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Sharp force 12% 
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Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Source: National Disease Surveillance System


Reported homicides (2011) N= 12336, Rate= 0.92/100 000 (68.3% M, 31.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: VR
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112 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape NO – Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


COLOMBIA
 Population: 47 704 427               Gross national income per capita: US$ 7 010           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 55.91


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 15742, Rate= 34/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Direccion de Epidemiologia y Demografia/ Reported homicides: Direccion de Epidemiologia y Demografia


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


COOK ISLANDS
 Population: 20 523               Gross national income per capita: US$ ––           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.4


Mandatory background check NO Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2010) N= 1, Rate= 5.6/100 000 (100% M, 0% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Country questionnaire/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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114 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 15 / 15 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


COSTA RICA
 Population: 4 805 295               Gross national income per capita: US$ 8 850           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 50.73


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 407, Rate= 8.8/100 000 (87.7% M, 12.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Judiciary/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse NO


Implementation


CROATIA
 Population: 4 307 422               Gross national income per capita: US$ 13 260           Income group: High              Income inequality: 33.65


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 50, Rate= 1.17/100 000 (62% M, 38% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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116 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES – Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


CUBA
 Population: 11 270 957               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 890           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: Wine: Spirits:  
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 534, Rate= 4.8/100 000 (75.3% M, 24.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


CYPRUS
 Population: 1 128 994               Gross national income per capita: US$ 26 390           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 9, Rate= 1/100 000 (33.3% M, 66.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership – – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


CZECH REPUBLIC
 Population: 10 660 051               Gross national income per capita: US$ 18 130           Income group: High              Income inequality: 25.82


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 13


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 185, Rate= 1.75/100 000 (58.4% M, 41.6% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


DOMINICA
 Population: 71 684               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 590           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 6, Rate= 8.57/100 000 (83% M, 17% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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120 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
 Population: 10 276 621               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 430           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 47.2


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 2268, Rate= 22.4/100 000 (91.1% M, 8.9% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Statistical Office/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


ECUADOR
 Population: 15 492 264               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 170           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 49.26


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 2106, Rate= 13.79/100 000 (89% M, 11% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


EGYPT
 Population: 80 721 874               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 980           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 30.77


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling –
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 3549, Rate= 4.36/100 000 (89% M, 11% F) 
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Interior/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


EL SALVADOR
 Population: 6 297 394               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 600           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 48.33


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 4371, Rate=70.3/100 000 (86% M, 14% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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124 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ESTONIA
 Population: 1 290 778               Gross national income per capita: US$ 16 360           Income group: High              Income inequality: 36


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 65, Rate= 4.85/100 000 (78% M, 22% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: VR


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment – –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


FIJI
 Population: 874 742               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 010           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 42.83


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 26, Rate= 3/100 000 (54% M, 46% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


FINLAND
 Population: 5 408 466               Gross national income per capita: US$ 46 820           Income group: High              Income inequality: 26.88


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Source: National Research Institute of Legal Policy


Reported homicides (2011) N= 114, Rate= 2.11/100 000 (67% M, 33% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Research Institute of Legal Policy/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GABON
 Population: 1 632 572               Gross national income per capita: US$ 10 020           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 41.45


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 
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Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 
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Reported homicides (2012) N= 14, Rate= 0.9/100 000 (79% M, 21% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police
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128 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GEORGIA
 Population: 4 358 242               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 290           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 42.1


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 107, Rate= 2.3/100 000 (75.7% M, 24.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training – –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GERMANY
 Population: 82 800 121               Gross national income per capita: US$ 45 170           Income group: High              Income inequality: 28.31


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11.8


Mandatory background check YES1 Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES1/YES1/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES1


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 662, Rate= 0.8/100 000 (53% M, 47% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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130 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


GHANA
 Population: 25 366 462               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 580           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 42.76


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling –
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 423, Rate= 1.71/100 000 (79% M, 21% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Other  40% 
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Trends in homicidesMechanism of homicide2


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GUATEMALA
 Population: 15 082 831               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 130           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 55.89


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.
2 Blunt and sharp force were reported as one category, and are included in "other".


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2012) N= 5155, Rate= 34.2/100 000 (88.88% M, 11.12% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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132 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GUINEA
 Population: 11 451 273               Gross national income per capita: US$ 440           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 39.35


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2010-2011) N= 115, Rate= 1/100 000 (85.2% M, 14.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


GUYANA
 Population: 795 369               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 410           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 44.54


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 130, Rate= 17/100 000 (74% M, 26% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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134 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


HONDURAS
 Population: 7 935 846               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 140           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 56.95


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 7172, Rate= 85.5/100 000 (91.6% M, 8.4% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES – Professional awareness campaigns – –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


ICELAND
 Population: 325 867               Gross national income per capita: US$ 38 370           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use –


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Reported homicides (2012) N= 1, Rate= 0.03/100 000 (0% M, 100% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


INDIA
 Population: 1 236 686 732               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 550           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 33.9


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 35122, Rate= 2.89/100 000 (73.1% M, 26.9% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –– / Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Sharp force 12% 
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Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 21 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


INDONESIA
 Population: 246 864 191               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 420           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 38.14075554


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 1456, Rate= 0.6/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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138 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 15 / 13 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)
 Population: 76 424 443               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 570           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 38.28


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES1 – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


IRAQ
 Population: 32 778 030               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 130           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 30.86


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 2518, Rate= 8.79/100 000 (81.7% M, 18.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 17 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


ISRAEL
 Population: 7 643 905               Gross national income per capita: US$ 32 030           Income group: High              Income inequality: 39.2


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 147, Rate= 1.9/100 000 (77% M, 23% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Israel Center Bureau of Statistics/ Reported homicides: VR Source: Israel Center Bureau of Statistics


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ITALY
 Population: 60 884 593               Gross national income per capita: US$ 34 810           Income group: High              Income inequality: 36.03


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 528, Rate= 0.89/100 000 (69.7% M, 30.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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142 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education Training to recognise / 


avoid sexually abusive situations
YES  


Against statutory rape YES 
Against female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


JAMAICA
 Population: 2 768 941               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 190           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 45.51


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


Reported homicides (2011) N= 1133, Rate= 42/100 000 (89% M, 11% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Jamaica Constabulary Force


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Strangulation 3%
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools – –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes – –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


JAPAN
 Population: 127 249 704               Gross national income per capita: US$ 47 690           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence – Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 1020, Rate= 0.8/100 000 (57% M, 43% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  
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Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  
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144 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES1 – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES1  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


JORDAN
 Population: 7 009 444               Gross national income per capita: US$ ––           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 35.43


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 133, Rate= 2.1/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––- / Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape – – School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape – – Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence – – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse – – Professional awareness campaigns – –
Against elder abuse in institutions – – Public information campaigns – –


Caregiver support – –
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation – – Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation – – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


KAZAKHSTAN
 Population: 16 271 201               Gross national income per capita: US$ 9 780           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 29.04


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence – Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence – Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence – Elder abuse –
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2010) N= 1416, Rate= 8.4/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


10 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


0.9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


Year


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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146 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


KENYA
 Population: 43 178 141               Gross national income per capita: US$ 870           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 47.68


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 2283, Rate= 5.91/100 000 (74% M, 26% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Year


Year


Year
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Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES – School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES – Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


KIRIBATI
 Population: 100 786               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 520           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 8, Rate= 7.15/100 000 (75% M, 25% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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148 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 15 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services NO –


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


KUWAIT
 Population: 3 250 496               Gross national income per capita: US$ 44 940           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: Wine: Spirits:  
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 144, Rate= 4/100 000 (77% M, 23% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 17 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation – – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES1  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


KYRGYZSTAN
 Population: 5 474 213               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 040           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 33.38


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 248, Rate= 4.4/100 000 (76.2% M, 23.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Source: Civil and Vital Registration
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150 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
 Population: 6 645 827               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 270           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 36.74


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 
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Other  40% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


LATVIA
 Population: 2 060 428               Gross national income per capita: US$ 14 060           Income group: High              Income inequality: 34.81


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 200, Rate= 9.64/100 000 (50.5% M, 49.5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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152 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


LIBERIA
 Population: 4 190 435               Gross national income per capita: US$ 370           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 38.16


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 16, Rate= 0.43/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: ––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
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Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


LITHUANIA
 Population: 3 027 621               Gross national income per capita: US$ 13 820           Income group: High              Income inequality: 37.57


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 15.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 158, Rate= 5.2/100 000 (70.3% M, 29.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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154 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


MADAGASCAR
 Population: 22 293 914               Gross national income per capita: US$ 420           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 44.11


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 130, Rate= 0.6/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Source: Country questionnaire.
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MALAWI
 Population: 15 906 483               Gross national income per capita: US$ 320           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 43.91


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2013) N= 438, Rate= 3.35/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%
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Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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156 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MALAYSIA
 Population: 29 239 927               Gross national income per capita: US$ 9 820           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 46.21


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2010) N= 540, Rate= 1.93/100 000 (81% M, 19% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MALDIVES
 Population: 338 442               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 430           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 37.37


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.2


Mandatory background check – Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 5, Rate= 1.4/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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158 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape NO – School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape NO – Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services NO –


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MAURITANIA
 Population: 3 796 141               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 040           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 40.46


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/NO/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India


DATA
 NOT A


VAILA
BLE


DATA NOT AVAILABLE


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


2.55 


2.6 


2.65 


2.7 


2.75 


2.8 


2.85 


2.9 


2.95 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


25 


25.5 


26 


26.5 


27 


27.5 


28 


28.5 


29 


29.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.02 


0.04 


0.06 


0.08 


0.1 


0.12 


0.14 


0.16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
.


M
AU


RI
TA


N
IA







Part VIII – Country profiles 159


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 14 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


MEXICO
 Population: 120 847 477               Gross national income per capita: US$ 9 720           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 47.16


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 27213, Rate= 24.0/100 000 (89% M, 11% F)
Sources. Mechanism: INEGI/ Reported homicides:VR


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MONGOLIA
 Population: 2 796 484               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 080           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 36.52


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 239, Rate= 8.56/100 000 (75.7% M, 24.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


MONTENEGRO
 Population: 621 081               Gross national income per capita: US$ 6 950           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 28.58


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 23, Rate= 3.68/100 000 (87% M, 13% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  
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162 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


MOROCCO
 Population: 32 521 143               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 910           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 40.88


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 436, Rate= 1.3/100 000 (86.2% M, 13.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


10 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


0.9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


Year


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Source: Police


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
.


M
OR


OC
CO







Part VIII – Country profiles 163


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MOZAMBIQUE
 Population: 25 203 395               Gross national income per capita: US$ 510           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 45.66


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 849, Rate= 3.7/100 000 (91.2% M, 8.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: ––-/ Reported homicides: Other


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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164 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 20 / 20 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES1  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES1  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO


Implementation


MYANMAR
 Population: 52 797 319               Gross national income per capita: US$             Income group: Low              Income inequality:  


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 1323, Rate= 2.06/100 000 (69% M, 31% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 20 / 20 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services NO –


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NEPAL
 Population: 27 474 377               Gross national income per capita: US$ 700           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 32.82


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 752, Rate= 2.76/100 000 (61.3% M, 38.7% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Trends in homicidesMechanism of homicide1


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


NETHERLANDS
 Population: 16 714 018               Gross national income per capita: US$ 48 110           Income group: High              Income inequality: 30.9


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Other includes cases reported as "beating".


Reported homicides (2011) N= 143, Rate= 0.9/100 000 (65% M, 35% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NEW ZEALAND
 Population: 4 459 852               Gross national income per capita: US$ 35 520           Income group: High              Income inequality: 36.17


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2010) N= 43, Rate= 0.979/100 000 (47% M, 53% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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168 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NICARAGUA
 Population: 5 991 733               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 690           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 40.47


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 738, Rate= 12/100 000 (83% M, 17% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NIGER
 Population: 17 157 042               Gross national income per capita: US$ 390           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 34.55


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 788, Rate= 4.84/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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170 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES – Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES1 – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES1 – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES1 – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape NO – Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NIGERIA
 Population: 168 833 776               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 490           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 48.83


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2013) N= 1897, Rate= 1.16/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India


DATA
 NOT A


VAILA
BLE


DATA NOT AVAILABLE


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


2.55 


2.6 


2.65 


2.7 


2.75 


2.8 


2.85 


2.9 


2.95 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


25 


25.5 


26 


26.5 


27 


27.5 


28 


28.5 


29 


29.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


2 


4 


6 


8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
5 


10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.02 


0.04 


0.06 


0.08 


0.1 


0.12 


0.14 


0.16 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.1 


0.2 


0.3 


0.4 


0.5 


0.6 


0.7 


0.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.5 


1 
1.5 


2 
2.5 


3 
3.5 


4 
4.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 12% 


Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


N
IG


ER
IA


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 F


ed
er


al
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
.







Part VIII – Country profiles 171


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


NORWAY
 Population: 4 993 875               Gross national income per capita: US$ 98 880           Income group: High              Income inequality: 25.79


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2010) N= 31, Rate= 0.3/100 000 (90% M, 10% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment – –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools – –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes – –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation – – Adult protective services – –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence – –
Mental health services – –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


OMAN
 Population: 3 314 001               Gross national income per capita: US$ 25 250           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.
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Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 29, Rate= 0.9/100 000 (--% M, --% F)
Sources. Mechanism: VR / Reported homicide: Royal Oman Police Source: Royal Oman Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation – – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


PANAMA
 Population: 3 802 281               Gross national income per capita: US$ 9 030           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 51.92


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling –
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  NO/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 665, Rate= 17/100 000 (95% M, 5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Public Security/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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174 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


PAPUA NEW GUINEA
 Population: 7 167 010               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 790           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 50.88


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2010) N= 713, Rate= 10.4/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES – Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


PERU
 Population: 29 987 800               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 890           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 48.14


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 8.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 1968, Rate= 6.5/100 000  (84% M, 16% F)
Sources. Mechanism: CEIC/ Reported homicides: CEIC


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  
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176 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns – –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services – –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


PHILIPPINES
 Population: 96 706 764               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 950           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 42.98


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 12086, Rate= 12.6/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: NSO/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Other  11% 
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Strangulation 3%
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES


Implementation


POLAND
 Population: 38 210 924               Gross national income per capita: US$ 12 660           Income group: High              Income inequality: 32.73


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty –
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 310, Rate= 0.8/100 000 (61.6% M, 38.4% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage – – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change – –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES


Implementation


PORTUGAL
 Population: 10 603 804               Gross national income per capita: US$ 20 620           Income group: High              Income inequality: 38.45


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.9


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2012) N= 149, Rate= 1.4/100 000 (68% M, 32% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Annual Report on Internal Security/ Reported homicides: Police
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Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  
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Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   
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Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   
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Madagascar
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Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


QATAR
 Population: 2 050 514               Gross national income per capita: US$ 78 060           Income group: High              Income inequality: 41.1


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: Wine: Spirits:  
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 6, Rate= 0.3/100 000 (100% M, 0% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Interior/ Reported homicides: Police
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Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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180 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
 Population: 3 514 381               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 150           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 33.03


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 16.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 304, Rate= 8.5/100 000 (81.6% M, 18.4% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ROMANIA
 Population: 21 754 741               Gross national income per capita: US$ 8 560           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 27.42


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 14.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 421, Rate= 2.09/100 000 (64.6% M, 35.4% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Institute for Public Health/ Reported homicides: VR
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Japan


Jordan
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Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES1  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


RUSSIAN FEDERATION
 Population: 143 169 653               Gross national income per capita: US$ 12 740           Income group: High              Income inequality: 40.11


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 15.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fr MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


Reported homicides (2012) N= 18951, Rate= 12.32/100 000 (75% M, 25% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Federal State Statistics Service/ Reported homicides: VR
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Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar
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Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  
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Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua
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Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Strangulation 3%
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Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 21 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


RWANDA
 Population: 11 457 801               Gross national income per capita: US$ 600           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 50.82


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  NO/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public NO


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2013) N= 500, Rate= 4.745/100 000 (45% M, 55% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Other  11% 
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Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  
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Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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184 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 16 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SAMOA
 Population: 188 889               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 260           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 3.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2013) N= 6, Rate= 3.15/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: ------/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Source: Ministry of Police and Prisons


YEAR HOMICIDES PER 100 000


2009 8.6


2010 8.6


2013 3.2
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Mechanism of homicide1 Trends in homicides2


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SAN MARINO
 Population: 31 247               Gross national income per capita: US$ 51 470           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) –


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 No homicides were recorded for the year 2011, and therefore there is no data on mechanisms.
2 Zero homicides were reported for the years 2001, and 2003 to 2011.


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Blunt force 2% 


Strangulation 2% 
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Other  40% 
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Reported homicides (2011) N= 0, Rate= 0/100 000 (0% M, 0% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Country questionnaire/ Reported homicides: Police Source: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 14 / 14 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE
 Population: 188 098               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 310           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 50.82


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: NO Wine: NO Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2013) N= 10, Rate= 5.3/100 000 (40% M, 60% F)
Sources. Mechanism: General Public Attorney Office/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Unknown 4% 
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Source: General Public Attorney Office


YEAR HOMICIDES PER 100 000


2011 4.2


2012 2.6


2013 5.3
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation – – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


SAUDI ARABIA
 Population: 28 287 855               Gross national income per capita: US$ 24 660           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling –
Youth violence – Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 


Other  11% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Other 63%  


Unknown 4% 
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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188 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SENEGAL
 Population: 13 726 021               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 030           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 40.3


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: NO
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2013) N= 25, Rate= 0.2/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Part VIII – Country profiles 189


Trends in homicidesMechanism of homicide1


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


SERBIA
 Population: 9 552 553               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 350           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 29.62


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 12.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Blunt and sharp force were reported as one category, and are included in other. Firearm includes deaths 
reported as due to "explosives".


Reported homicides (2011) N= 130, Rate= 1.8/100 000 (70% M, 30% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Statistical Office/ Reported homicides: VR


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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190 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (–) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES1   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SEYCHELLES
 Population: 92 339               Gross national income per capita: US$ 11 590           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 65.77


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.6


Mandatory background check NO Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 8, Rate= 9.15/100 000 (62.5% M, 37.5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: VR


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 21 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SINGAPORE
 Population: 5 303 264               Gross national income per capita: US$ 51 090           Income group: High              Income inequality: 42.48


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2013) N= 17, Rate= 0.3/100 000 (64.7% M, 35.3% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 17 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions – – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


SLOVAKIA
 Population: 5 445 757               Gross national income per capita: US$ 17 200           Income group: High              Income inequality: 26


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 13


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 93, Rate= 1.72/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati
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Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SLOVENIA
 Population: 2 067 717               Gross national income per capita: US$ 22 830           Income group: High              Income inequality: 31.15


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 19, Rate= 0.93/100 000 (42% M, 58% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: VR
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194 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SOLOMON ISLANDS
 Population: 549 598               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 480           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2008) N= 19, Rate= 3.7/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Burn 5% 


Other  40% 


Unknown 29% 
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Trends in homicidesMechanism of homicide2


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES – Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SOUTH AFRICA
 Population: 52 385 920               Gross national income per capita: US$ 7 460           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 63.14


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.
2 For Gauteng Province (an urban setting) only.
3 The reported total of 95% leaves 5% of cases undetermined as to whether male or female.


Reported homicides (2012/2013) N= 16259, Rate= 31.1/100 000 (80% M, 15% F)3


Sources. Mechanism: National Injury Mortality Surveillance System/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Year


Firearm 70% Sharp force 19% 
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Strangulation 3%
Burn 2% 
Other 5%  


Unknown 9% Firearm 57%  


Sharp force 17%


Firearm 4% 
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Unknown 4% 
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196 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES1 – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence – Elder abuse YES


Implementation


SPAIN
 Population: 46 754 541               Gross national income per capita: US$ 29 340           Income group: High              Income inequality: 34.66


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 334, Rate= 0.7/100 000 (68.9% M, 31.1% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Institute of Statistics/ Reported homicides: VR


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SUDAN
 Population: 37 195 349               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 460           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 35.29


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 1244, Rate= 3.5/100 000 (90.8% M, 9.2% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.05 


0.1 


0.15 


0.2 


0.25 


0.3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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198 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


SWAZILAND
 Population: 1 230 985               Gross national income per capita: US$ 3 100           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 51.49


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2013) N= 102, Rate= 9.3/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


SWEDEN
 Population: 9 511 313               Gross national income per capita: US$ 56 120           Income group: High              Income inequality: 25


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 81, Rate= 0.854/100 000 (69% M, 31% F)
Sources. Mechanism: National Board of Health and Welfare/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.05 


0.1 


0.15 


0.2 


0.25 


0.3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Source: Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention


SW
ED


EN


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
 a


nd
 S


oc
ia


l A
ffa


irs
.







200 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


SWITZERLAND
 Population: 7 997 399               Gross national income per capita: US$ 80 950           Income group: High              Income inequality: 33.68


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 10.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: NO Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


Reported homicides (2012) N= 41, Rate= 0.5/100 000 (61% M, 39% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


TAJIKISTAN
 Population: 8 008 990               Gross national income per capita: US$ 880           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 30.83


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  NO/YES/NO Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2013) N= 117, Rate= 1.5/100 000 (73.5% M, 26.5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Internal Affairs/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 17 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES �


Mentoring YES �
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES1 Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


THAILAND
 Population: 66 785 001               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 250           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 39.37


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.1


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 2941, Rate= 4.5/100 000 (86.17% M, 13.86% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Public Health/ Reported homicides: VR
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education Training to recognise / 


avoid sexually abusive situations
YES  


Against statutory rape YES 
Against female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (–)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES – School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
 Population: 2 105 575               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 710           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 43.56


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 29, Rate= 1.4/100 000 (75.9% M, 24.1% F)
Sources. Mechanism: State Statistical Office / Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions – – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence – Elder abuse –


Implementation


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
 Population: 1 337 439               Gross national income per capita: US$ 14 780           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence – Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2011) N= 379, Rate= 28.6/100 000 (88% M, 12% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


TUNISIA
 Population: 10 874 915               Gross national income per capita: US$ 4 240           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 36.06


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 332, Rate= –/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.05 


0.1 


0.15 


0.2 


0.25 


0.3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Source: Police


Da
ta


 c
ol


le
ct


io
n 


by
 m


ul
tis


ec
to


ra
l c


on
se


ns
us


 m
ee


tin
g 


an
d 


cl
ea


re
d 


by
 M


in
is


try
 o


f H
ea


lth
.


TU
N


IS
IA







206 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 17 / 17 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


TURKEY
 Population: 73 997 128               Gross national income per capita: US$ 10 810           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 40.03


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 2


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 1703, Rate= 2.28/100 000 (80% M, 20% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services – –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


TUVALU
 Population: 9 860               Gross national income per capita: US$ 5 650           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.5


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Reported homicides (2012) N= 2, Rate= 17.8/100 000 (100% M, 0% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape NO – Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES1 Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES1


Implementation


UGANDA
 Population: 36 345 860               Gross national income per capita: US$ 480           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 44.3


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.8


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 1987, Rate= –/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.05 


0.1 


0.15 


0.2 


0.25 


0.3 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.5 


1 


1.5 


2 


2.5 


3 


3.5 


4 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
2 
4 
6 
8 


10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


5 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


0.2 


0.4 


0.6 


0.8 


1 


1.2 


1.4 


1.6 


1.8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


0 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.8 


1 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.8 


2 


2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 


Ra
te


 p
er


 1
00


 0
00


 p
op


ul
at


io
n


Year


Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Source: Police


YEAR NUMBER OF HOMICIDES


2009 2753


2010 2669


2013 1761
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment – –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training – –


Mentoring – –
After-school supervision – –
School anti-bullying – –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage NO – Dating violence prevention in schools – –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change – –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES1   Professional awareness campaigns – –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1   Public information campaigns – –


Caregiver support – –
Residential care policies – –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment – Youth violence – Intimate partner violence – Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
 Population: 9 205 651               Gross national income per capita: US$ 38 620           Income group: High              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling –
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use –


1 Subnational.


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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210 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides2


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 16 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership YES1  Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES   Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES1   Professional awareness campaigns YES 
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1   Public information campaigns YES 


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


UNITED KINGDOM
 Population: 62 783 115               Gross national income per capita: US$ 38 300           Income group: High              Income inequality: 35.97


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES1


Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES1


Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 11.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 National and subnational.
2 In 2002, there were 172 deaths attributable to the activities of Harold Shipman.


Reported homicides (2011/12) N= 653, Rate= 1.03/100 000 (70% M, 30% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Police/ Reported homicides: Police
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Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES – Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES  
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
 Population: 47 783 107               Gross national income per capita: US$ 570           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 37.58


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 7.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 3928, Rate= 8.7/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: ––/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 183 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES3   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES4   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES1 (NO)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training YES 


Mentoring YES 
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES5  School and college programmes YES 
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES5  Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES5  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES6  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES


Implementation


1 Subnational.
2 Federal, state and local laws. The nature and extent of restrictions vary by state.
3 Aged 16 and older with parental consent; a few states allow children <16 to marry with parental consent and/or a court order.
4 Most states do not use the term "statutory rape" but have statutes addressing sexual activity involving minors.
5 Federal and state laws; federal law applies to specific interstate conduct that occurs in enumerated locations subject to federal jurisdictions.
6 Federal and state laws but state law is primary source of sanctions, remedies and protections.


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
 Population: 317 505 266               Gross national income per capita: US$ 52 350           Income group: High              Income inequality: 40.81


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES1 Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES1


Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES1 Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES2 Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 9.2


Mandatory background check YES2 Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES2 Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES2


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES1


Reported homicides (2011) N= 16 259, Rate= 5.3/100 000 (78% M, 22% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Civil and Vital Registration/ Reported homicides: Civil and Vital Registration
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES1  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions YES1  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services NO –


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


UZBEKISTAN
 Population: 28 541 423               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 700           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 36.72


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES1 Intimate partner violence YES1 Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Sources. Mechanism: Forensic Medical Service/ Reported homicides: –
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Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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214 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage YES –-* Parenting education NO –
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – NO –
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change NO –
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes NO –
Against contact sexual violence without rape NO – Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence NO – Social and cultural norms change NO –
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services NO –


Medico-legal services for sexual violence NO –
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


VANUATU
 Population: 247 262               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 990           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: –


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 1.4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 
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Part VIII – Country profiles 215


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES 
Against child marriage YES   Parenting education YES 
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES)  
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES   Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES   Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES 
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES   Dating violence prevention in schools YES 
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home NO – Microfinance and gender equity training YES 


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes YES 
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES   Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES 
Residential care policies YES 


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES   Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


VIET NAM
 Population: 90 795 769               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 550           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 35.57


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence YES Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling YES
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty YES
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 6.6


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2011) N= 1358, Rate= 1.56/100 000 (58.5% M, 41.5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Public Security/ Reported homicides: Police
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Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%
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Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  
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Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 
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Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand
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Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%
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USA
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Strangulation  16%
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Other  9%


Unknown  32%
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Other  45%
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Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 16 / 15 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES   YES 
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (YES) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises NO – Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision YES  
School anti-bullying YES 


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES  
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES1  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES   Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP
 Population: 4 218 771               Gross national income per capita: US$ 2 810           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 35.5


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment NO Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse YES
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) –


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  NO/NO/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use NO


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2011) N= 80, Rate= 3/100 000 (81.2% M, 18.8% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Palestinian Health Information Center/ Reported homicides: Police


Jamaica


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 54%  


Other 41%   


Unknown 3%  


Japan


Jordan


Kazakhstan


Kenya


Sharp force 23%  


Blunt force 11%  


Other 44%   


Unknown 22%  


Kiribati


Kuwait


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 35% 


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 6%  


Other 10%   


Unknown 31%  


Kyrgyzstan


LAOS


Firearm 6%  
Sharp force 36%  


Blunt force 12%  


Strangulation 6%  Other 31%   


Unknown 9%  


Latvia


Liberia


Firearm 4%  
Sharp force 30%  


Blunt force 48%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 1%  


Lithuania


Firearm 39%  


Sharp force 16%  Blunt force 22%  


Strangulation 1%  
Burn 2%  


Other 18%   


Unknown 2%  


Madagascar


Malawi


Firearm 7%  


Sharp force 50%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 12%  


Burn 3%  
Other 3%   


Unknown 4%  


Malaysia


Maldives


Mauritania


Firearm 68%  


Sharp force 12%  


Blunt force 1%  
Strangulation 6%  


Burn 1%  
Other 0.2%   


Unknown 12%  


Mexico


Firearm 2%  
Sharp force 42%  


Blunt force 22%  
Strangulation 6%  


Other 28%   


Mongolia


Firearm 70%  


Sharp force 9%  


Blunt force 4%  


Strangulation 13%  


Other 4%   


Montenegro


Sharp force 70%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 1%  


Other 9%   


Unknown 3%  


Morocco


Mozambique


Firearm 2%  


Sharp force 75%  


Other 21%   


Unknown 2%  


Myanmar


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 21%  


Blunt force 24%  
Strangulation 11%  


Burn 2%  


Other 25%   


Unknown 13%  


Nepal


Firearm 34%  


Sharp force 31%  
Blunt force 8%  


Strangulation 8%  


Other 16%   


Unknown 3%  


Netherlands


Firearm 16%  


Sharp force 40%  


Other 44%   


New Zealand


Firearm 48%  


Sharp force 38%  


Other 14%   


Nicaragua


Niger


Nigeria


Firearm 11%  


Sharp force 61%  


Blunt force 7%  


Strangulation 14%  


Other 4%   


Unknown 3%  


Norway


Oman


Firearm 78%  Sharp force 20%  


Strangulation 2%  


Palestine


Firearm 77%  Sharp force 16%  


Blunt force 3%  
Other 2%   


Unknown 2%  


Panama


Papua New Guinea


Peru


Firearm 56%  


Sharp force 41%  


Other 2.5%   
Unknown 0.5%  


Philippines


Firearm 4%  


Sharp force 63%  


Blunt force 14%  


Strangulation 11%  


Other 8%   


Poland


Firearm 22%  


Sharp force 13%  


Blunt force 4%  
Other 4%   


Unknown 57%  


Portugal


Sharp force 66%  


Burn 17%  


Other 17%   


Qatar


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 15%  


Blunt force 1%  
Other 81%   


Moldova


Firearm 3%  


Sharp force 28%  
Blunt force 10%  


Strangulation 5%  


Other 20%   


Unknown 34%  


Romania


Firearm 25%  


Sharp force 20%  


Blunt force 29%  


Strangulation 4%  
Burn 4%  


Other 5%   


Unknown 13%  


Russia


Sharp force 7%  


Strangulation 17%  


Burn 22%  


Other 54%   


Rwanda


Samoa


San Marino


Firearm 10%  


Sharp force 10%  


Blunt force 10%  


Burn 10%  


Other 60%   


Sao Tome


Saudi Arabia


Senegal


Firearm 40%  


Strangulation 9%  
Other 42%   


Unknown 9%  


Serbia


Sharp force 37%  


Blunt force 25%  


Strangulation 38%  


Seychelles


Sharp force 44%  


Blunt force 31%  


Strangulation 12%  


Other 13%   


Singapore


Firearm 9%  


Sharp force 35%  


Blunt force 21%  


Strangulation 8%  


Burn 1%  


Other 26%   


Slovakia


Firearm 63%  


Sharp force 16%  


Strangulation 10%  


Other 11%   


Slovenia


Solomon Islands


Firearm 33%  


Sharp force 32%  


Blunt force 27%  


Strangulation 3%  
Burn 2%  


Other 2.8%   
Unknown 0.2%  


South Africa
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) – / – Home visiting NO –
Against child marriage NO – Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES  Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation NO – YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES  
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training YES  


Mentoring YES  
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying NO –


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage – – Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home – – Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES  
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES   School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES   Physical environment changes NO –
Against non-contact sexual violence YES   Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support NO –
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services NO –
Providing for victim legal representation NO – Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services NO –


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment NO Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO


Implementation


YEMEN
 Population: 23 852 409               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 220           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 37.69


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence YES Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence NO Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 0.3


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score –
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  YES/YES/YES Excise taxes Beer: – Wine: – Spirits: –
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 1866, Rate= 7.45/100 000 (95% M, 5% F)
Sources. Mechanism: Ministry of Interior/ Reported homicides: Police
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Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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218 Part VIII – Country profiles


Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 21 / 21 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) YES (NO) 
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment NO –
Against gang or criminal group membership YES  Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools YES  
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training YES  


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES  Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse YES  Professional awareness campaigns YES  
Against elder abuse in institutions YES  Public information campaigns YES  


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies YES  


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation YES  Adult protective services YES  
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES 


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES 


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES1 Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –


Implementation


ZAMBIA
 Population: 14 075 099               Gross national income per capita: US$ 1 410           Income group: Middle              Income inequality: 57.49


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES1 Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence YES Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse –
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 4


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY fg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  NO/NO/NO Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


1 Subnational.


Reported homicides (2010) N= 814, Rate= 6.22/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: –––-/ Reported homicides: Police


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 41% 


Blunt force  6%  


Strangulation  9% 


Burn  1% 


Other 10% 


Unknown 16% 


Spain


Sudan


Swaziland


Firearm  27% 


Sharp force  39% 


Blunt force  7%


Strangulation 11%


Other  16%  


Sweden


Firearm  29% 


Sharp force  29%


Blunt force  31% 


Other  4%  


Unknown  7% 


Switzerland


Macedonia


Firearm  8% 
Sharp force  31% 


Blunt force  17%


Strangulation  13%


Other  26% 


Unknown  5% 


Tajikistan


Firearm  66% Sharp force  19% 


Strangulation  2% 
Other  2%


Unknown  11%


Thailand


Firearm  77%


Sharp force  14% 


Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  2%


Burn  1%


Unknown  1%


Trinidad and Tobago


Firearm  2% 


Sharp force  42%
Blunt force  5%


Strangulation  8%


Burn  5%


Other  38%


Tunisia


Firearm  50%


Sharp force  20%


Blunt force  2% 


Strangulation  2% 


Other  14%


Unknown 12%


Turkey


Sharp force  50%Other  50%


Tuvalu


Uganda


United Arab Emirates


Firearm  8%


Sharp force  40%Blunt force  10%


Strangulation  9%


Burn  3%


Other  26%
Unknown  4%


United Kingdom


Tanzania


Firearm  68%


Sharp force  11%


Blunt force  1%
Strangulation  3%


Burn  1%
Other  5%


Unknown  11%


USA


Firearm  1%


Sharp force  27%


Blunt force  37%


Strangulation  16%


Burn  3%


Other  14%


Unknown  2%


Uzbekistan


Vanuatu


Firearm  7%


Sharp force  62%


Blunt force  23%


Strangulation  2%
Burn  2%
Other   4%


Viet Nam


Firearm  84%


Sharp force  3%


Blunt force  5%


Other   8%


Yemen


Zambia


Firearm  2%


Sharp force  39%


Blunt force  18%


Other  9%


Unknown  32%


Zimbabwe


Other  45%


Firearm  38%


Blunt force  14%


Sharp force  3%
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Afghanistan


Firearm 66% 
Sharp force 17% 


Blunt force 10% 


Strangulation 1% 


Burn 1% 
Other  6% 


Albania


Firearm 26% 


Sharp force 32% 
Strangulation 1% 


Other  36% 


Unknown 5% 


Algeria


Firearm 10% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 5% 
Strangulation 1% 


Burn 2% 


Other  57% 


Armenia


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  46% 


Unknown 3% 


Australia


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 36% 


Blunt force 6% 


Strangulation 11% 


Other  33% 


Austria


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 51% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 32% 


Azerbaijan


Firearm 18% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 9% 


Other  37% 


Bahrain


Bangladesh


Firearm 2% 


Sharp force 47% 


Blunt force 18% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  23% 


Unknown 7% 


Belarus


Belgium


Firearm 67% 
Sharp force 20% 


Blunt force 7% 


Other  3% Unknown 3% 


Belize


Benin


Bhutan


Firearm 9% 
Sharp force 7% 


Blunt force 2% 
Strangulation 1% 
Burn 1% 


Other  10% 
Unknown 70% 


Bolivia


Botswana


Brazil


Brunei


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 51% 
Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 9% 


Burn 1% 
Other  11% 


Bulgaria


Burkina Faso


Firearm 41% 


Sharp force 26% 


Other  19% 


Unknown 14% 


Burundi


Firearm 14% 


Sharp force 37% 


Blunt force 42% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 1% 


Other  4% 


Cambodia


Cameroon


Firearm 35% 


Sharp force 33% 


Blunt force 16% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 3% 


Other  1% 
Unknown 4% 


Canada


China


Firearm 78% 


Sharp force 16% 


Blunt force 1% 


Other  5% 


Colombia


Blunt force 100% 


Cook Islands


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 19% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  4% 


Costa Rica


Firearm 24% 


Sharp force 38% Blunt force 12% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 2% 


Other  18% 


Croatia


Cuba


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 70% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 1% 


Other  5% 


Unknown 3% 


Firearm 34% 


Strangulation 22% 


Other  33% 


Unknown 11% 


Cyprus


Firearm 12% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 69% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  0.5% 


Czech Republic


Firearm 17% 


Sharp force 50% 


Blunt force 33% 


Dominica


Firearm 64% 


Sharp force 25% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Dominican Republic


Firearm 63% 


Sharp force 21% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% 


Unknown 8% 


Ecuador


Egypt


Firearm 67% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 1% 


Strangulation 4% 


Burn 1% 
Other  4% 


Firearm 70% 


Sharp force 23% 


Blunt force 6% 


Other  0.4% 


Unknown 1% 


El Salvador


Firearm 6% 


Sharp force 44% 


Blunt force 41% Strangulation 6% 


Burn 3% 


Estonia


Fiji


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 15% 
Strangulation 8% 


Burn 19% 


Other  12% 


Firearm 15% 


Sharp force 46% 


Blunt force 7% 
Strangulation 13% 


Burn 3% 


Other  16% 


Finland


Gabon


Georgia


Firearm 13% 


Sharp force 38% 


Blunt force 8% 


Strangulation 13% 


Burn 1% 


Other  18% 


Unknown 9% 


Germany


Firearm 51% 


Sharp force 18% 


Blunt force 11% 


Strangulation 8% 


Burn 5% 
Other  3% Unknown 4% 


Ghana


Firearm 82% 


Strangulation 3% 


Other  15% 


Firearm 32% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 55% 


Other  3% 


Firearm 19% 


Sharp force 40% 


Blunt force 9% 


Strangulation 2% 


Burn 4% 


Other  7% 


Unknown 19% 


Guyana


Firearm 83% 


Sharp force 10% 


Blunt force 3% 
Strangulation 3% 


Other  1% 


Unknown 0.4% 


Honduras


Iceland


Indonesia


Iran


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 14% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 6% 


Burn 4% 


Other  24% 


Iraq


Firearm 55% 


Sharp force 27% 


Blunt force 4% 


Strangulation 5% 


Other  2% Unknown 7% 


Israel


Firearm 45% 


Sharp force 24% 


Blunt force 7% 


Strangulation 7% 


Burn 2% 
Other  5% 


Unknown 10% 


Italy


Blunt force 100% 


Guatemala


Guinea


Sharp force 100% 


India
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Mechanism of homicide Trends in homicides


LAWS AND PREVENTION PROGRAMMES BY TYPE OF VIOLENCE
No response/don’t know – Limited  Partial  Full  KEY No response/ don’t know – Once/few times  Larger scale 


Child maltreatment laws Enforcement Child maltreatment prevention programmes
Legal age of marriage (male/female) 18 / 18 Home visiting YES  
Against child marriage YES  Parenting education YES  
Against statutory rape YES   Training to recognise / avoid sexually 


abusive situationsAgainst female genital mutilation YES  YES �
Ban on corporal punishment (all settings) NO (–) –
Youth violence laws Youth violence prevention programmes
Against weapons on school premises YES  Pre-school enrichment YES 
Against gang or criminal group membership NO – Life skills and social development training NO –


Mentoring NO –
After-school supervision NO –
School anti-bullying YES  


Intimate partner violence laws Intimate partner violence prevention programmes
Against rape in marriage YES  Dating violence prevention in schools NO –
Allowing removal of violent spouse from home YES  Microfinance and gender equity training NO –


Social and cultural norms change YES 
Sexual violence laws Sexual violence prevention programmes
Against rape YES  School and college programmes YES  
Against contact sexual violence without rape YES – Physical environment changes YES  
Against non-contact sexual violence YES  Social and cultural norms change YES 
Elder abuse laws Elder abuse prevention programmes
Against elder abuse NO – Professional awareness campaigns NO –
Against elder abuse in institutions NO – Public information campaigns NO –


Caregiver support YES  
Residential care policies NO –


VICTIM LAWS VICTIM SERVICES 
Providing for victim compensation NO – Adult protective services YES 
Providing for victim legal representation YES  Child protection services YES  


Medico-legal services for sexual violence YES 
Mental health services YES  


DATA ON VIOLENCE
National prevalence surveys for non-fatal violence


Child maltreatment YES Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO


Implementation


ZIMBABWE
 Population: 13 724 317               Gross national income per capita: US$ 800           Income group: Low              Income inequality: 50.1


ACTION PLANS, POLICIES AND LAWS RELEVANT TO SEVERAL TYPES OF VIOLENCE  
National action plans National social and educational policies                                                 
Interpersonal violence NO Child maltreatment YES Incentives provided for high-risk youth to complete schooling NO
Youth violence NO Intimate partner violence NO Housing polices to de-concentrate poverty NO
Sexual violence YES Elder abuse NO
Firearms Alcohol 
Laws to regulate civilian access YES Adult (15+) per capita consumption (litres of pure alcohol) 5.7


Mandatory background check YES Patterns of drinking score LEAST RISKY qg MOST RISKY
Handguns/long guns/ automatic weapons  –/YES/– Excise taxes Beer: YES Wine: YES Spirits: YES
Carrying firearms in public YES


Programmes to reduce civilian firearm possession and use YES


Reported homicides (2012) N= 981, Rate= 7.5/100 000 (–% M, –% F)
Sources. Mechanism: ZimSTAT/ Reported homicides: Police
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Table A1:  National data coordinators by country/area and WHO region


Country/area WHO region Name of national data coordinator(s)
Afghanistan Eastern Mediterranean Zakhmi, Babrak
Albania Europe Qirjako, Gentiana
Algeria Africa Djeraoune, Nadia
Armenia Europe Nanushyan, Lena
Australia Western Pacific Arthur, Caroline
Austria Europe Orthofer, Maria
Azerbaijan Europe Talishinskiy, Rustam
Bahrain Eastern Mediterranean Alhadyan, Badreya
Bangladesh South-East Asia Rahman Arif, Mizanur 
Belarus Europe Lomat, Leonid
Belgium Europe Reynders, Daniel
Belize Americas Mira, Oscar; Vasquez, Mary
Benin Africa Chaffa, Christian
Bhutan South-East Asia Tshering, Dago 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) Americas Quispe, Cabo Elias Choque
Botswana Africa Motlhanka, Kelebogile
Brazil Americas da Silva, Marta Maria Alves
Brunei Darussalam Western Pacific Abdul Hamid, Hjh Hadzilahwatie Hj 
Bulgaria Europe Dinolova, Rumyana
Burkina Faso Africa Sanon, Djénéba
Burundi Africa BihiziEugenie-Colombe
Cambodia Western Pacific Prak, Piseth Raingsey
Cameroon Africa Kouo Ngamby, Marquise
Canada Americas Ponic, Pamela
China Western Pacific Leilei, Duan
Colombia Americas Rivillas, Juan Carlos; Lozada, Sandra Lucia Moreno
Cook Islands Western Pacific Puni, Lawrence Teariki
Costa Rica Americas Castillo, Sisy
Croatia Europe Brkic Bilos, Ivana
Cuba Americas Basanta, Marlen
Cyprus Europe Ashikales, Xenia
Czech Republic Europe Millerova, Eva
Dominica Americas Ricketts, Paul
Dominican Republic Americas Oganda, Sarai
Ecuador Americas Salinas, Victoria
Egypt Eastern Mediterranean Al Ashry, Nagwa
El Salvador Americas Armero, Julio; Avalos Marina Estela; Ticas, 


Julio Oscar Robles
Estonia Europe Salla, Jako
Fiji Western Pacific Kurabui, Bale
Finland Europe Ewalds, Helena 
Gabon Africa Oye Nguema, Bernadette
Georgia Europe Chachava, Tamar
Germany Europe Balas, Chariklia
Ghana Africa Ohene, Sally-Anne
Guatemala Americas Funes, Jose
Guinea Africa Beavogui, Kezely
Guyana Americas Conway, Dinte
Honduras Americas Cerna, Migdonia Nohemy Ayestas 
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Country/area WHO region Name of national data coordinator(s)
Iceland Europe Thordardottir, Edda Bjork; Ingudóttir, Jenny 
India South-East Asia Thergaonkar, Arvind 
Indonesia South-East Asia Djupuri, Rita 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) Eastern Mediterranean Talebian, Mohammad Tagi
Iraq Eastern Mediterranean Hassan, Zainab
Israel Europe Peleg, Kobi
Italy Europe Lecce, Maria Giuseppina
Jamaica Americas Davidson, Tamu
Japan Western Pacific Suzuki, Takashi; Nakamura, Rieko
Jordan Eastern Mediterranean Habashneh, Malek
Kazakhstan Europe Kapanovna, Aigul Tastanova
Kenya Africa Githinji, Wilfred
Kiribati Western Pacific Kamantoa, Tabiria
Kuwait Eastern Mediterranean Alkandiri, Kholud
Kyrgyzstan Europe Boobekova, Aigul
Lao People’s Democratic Republic Western Pacific Phoutsavath, Phisith; Southivong, Bouavanh
Latvia Europe Feldmane, Jana
Liberia Africa Mulbah, J. Mike
Lithuania Europe Povilaitis, Robertas
Madagascar Africa Razafindranazy, Eulalie
Malawi Africa Chiwaula, Catherine
Malaysia Western Pacific Ramly, Rosnah
Maldives South-East Asia Shabana, Fathimath  
Mauritania Africa Bouhabib, Abdallahi Mohamed
Mexico Americas Cervantes, Arturo
Mongolia Western Pacific Narantuya, Khad
Montenegro Europe Stojanovic, Svetlana
Morocco Eastern Mediterranean Elmarzgioui, Samira
Mozambique Africa Romao, Francelina
Myanmar South-East Asia Win, Thit Thit
Nepal South-East Asia Ghimire, Dhruba Raj
Netherlands Europe Hofstede, Margreet
New Zealand Western Pacific Tanielu, Liz
Nicaragua Americas Acevedo, Angela Rosa
Niger Africa Adakal, Aboubacar 
Nigeria Africa Omoyele, Chiamaka
Norway Europe Kärki, Freja Ulvestad 
Oman Eastern Mediterranean Al Yazidi, Mohammed
Panama Americas Rodrigues, Hermelinda
Papua New Guinea Western Pacific Robert, Sebastien
Peru Americas Jimenez, Nency Virrueta
Philippines Western Pacific Benegas, Agnes
Poland Europe Klosinski, Wojciech/Trzewik, Anna 
Portugal Europe Nogueira, Paulo
Qatar Eastern Mediterranean Al-Khulafai, Hilal
Republic of Moldova Europe Pascal, Lilia/Caitaz, Angela 
Romania Europe Iliuta, Costin
Russian Federation Europe Klimenko, Tatiana
Rwanda Africa Mukasine, Caroline
Samoa Western Pacific Maua, Rumanusina
San Marino Europe Gualtieri, Andrea
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Country/area WHO region Name of national data coordinator(s)
Iceland Europe Thordardottir, Edda Bjork; Ingudóttir, Jenny 
India South-East Asia Thergaonkar, Arvind 
Indonesia South-East Asia Djupuri, Rita 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) Eastern Mediterranean Talebian, Mohammad Tagi
Iraq Eastern Mediterranean Hassan, Zainab
Israel Europe Peleg, Kobi
Italy Europe Lecce, Maria Giuseppina
Jamaica Americas Davidson, Tamu
Japan Western Pacific Suzuki, Takashi; Nakamura, Rieko
Jordan Eastern Mediterranean Habashneh, Malek
Kazakhstan Europe Kapanovna, Aigul Tastanova
Kenya Africa Githinji, Wilfred
Kiribati Western Pacific Kamantoa, Tabiria
Kuwait Eastern Mediterranean Alkandiri, Kholud
Kyrgyzstan Europe Boobekova, Aigul
Lao People’s Democratic Republic Western Pacific Phoutsavath, Phisith; Southivong, Bouavanh
Latvia Europe Feldmane, Jana
Liberia Africa Mulbah, J. Mike
Lithuania Europe Povilaitis, Robertas
Madagascar Africa Razafindranazy, Eulalie
Malawi Africa Chiwaula, Catherine
Malaysia Western Pacific Ramly, Rosnah
Maldives South-East Asia Shabana, Fathimath  
Mauritania Africa Bouhabib, Abdallahi Mohamed
Mexico Americas Cervantes, Arturo
Mongolia Western Pacific Narantuya, Khad
Montenegro Europe Stojanovic, Svetlana
Morocco Eastern Mediterranean Elmarzgioui, Samira
Mozambique Africa Romao, Francelina
Myanmar South-East Asia Win, Thit Thit
Nepal South-East Asia Ghimire, Dhruba Raj
Netherlands Europe Hofstede, Margreet
New Zealand Western Pacific Tanielu, Liz
Nicaragua Americas Acevedo, Angela Rosa
Niger Africa Adakal, Aboubacar 
Nigeria Africa Omoyele, Chiamaka
Norway Europe Kärki, Freja Ulvestad 
Oman Eastern Mediterranean Al Yazidi, Mohammed
Panama Americas Rodrigues, Hermelinda
Papua New Guinea Western Pacific Robert, Sebastien
Peru Americas Jimenez, Nency Virrueta
Philippines Western Pacific Benegas, Agnes
Poland Europe Klosinski, Wojciech/Trzewik, Anna 
Portugal Europe Nogueira, Paulo
Qatar Eastern Mediterranean Al-Khulafai, Hilal
Republic of Moldova Europe Pascal, Lilia/Caitaz, Angela 
Romania Europe Iliuta, Costin
Russian Federation Europe Klimenko, Tatiana
Rwanda Africa Mukasine, Caroline
Samoa Western Pacific Maua, Rumanusina
San Marino Europe Gualtieri, Andrea


Country/area WHO region Name of national data coordinator(s)
Sao Tome and Principe Africa Matos, Celso
Saudi Arabia Eastern Mediterranean Alanazi, Faisal
Senegal Africa Sene, Bineta 
Serbia Europe Paunovic, Milena 
Seychelles Africa Michel, Gina
Singapore Western Pacific Gomez, Yvonne
Slovakia Europe Bruchacova, Zora
Slovenia Europe Mihevc, Barbara 
Solomon Islands Western Pacific Vozoto, Nashley
South Africa Africa Netshidzivhani, Pakiso
Spain Europe Merino, Begoña 
Sudan Eastern Mediterranean Eltahir, Suad
Swaziland Africa Kophozile, Mahlalela
Sweden Europe Nordstrand, Kerstin 
Switzerland Europe Hofner, Marie-Claude
Tajikistan Europe Razzakov, Abduvali 
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Europe Tozija, Fimka 
Thailand South-East Asia Panjapiyakul, Pornpet 
Trinidad and Tobago Americas Thomas, Andy
Tunisia Eastern Mediterranean Chebbi, Henda
Turkey Europe Songur, Emrah 
Tuvalu Western Pacific Lototele, Kaevaa
Uganda Africa Mugisha, James 
United Arab Emirates Eastern Mediterranean Hassan, Kalthoom
United Kingdom Europe Bellis, Mark/Hardcastle, Katie 
United Republic of Tanzania Africa Steven, Ester
United States of America Americas Dahlberg, Linda
Uzbekistan Europe Iskandarov, Alisher
Vanuatu Western Pacific Tovu, Viran
Viet Nam Western Pacific Anh, Luong Mai
West Bank and Gaza Strip Eastern Mediterranean Bitar, Jawad
Yemen Eastern Mediterranean Alyusfi, Reema
Zambia Africa Shumba, Chabwela
Zimbabwe Africa Bakasa, Clemenciana
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Table A4: Availability of national population-based surveys by types of violence


NATIONAL POPULATION-BASED SURVEYS OF VIOLENCE


Country/area Survey 
interpersonal 


violence


Survey 
armed 


violence


Survey gang 
violence


Survey child 
maltreatment


Survey youth 
violence


Survey 
intimate 
partner 


violence


Survey sexual 
violence


Survey elder 
abuse


Afghanistan No No No No No No No No


Albania Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Algeria Yes No No Yes Subnational Yes Yes No


Armenia No No No No No Yes Yes No


Australia Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Austria Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Azerbaijan Subnational No No No No Subnational Subnational No


Bahrain Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Bangladesh Yes No No No No No No No


Belarus No No No Yes No Yes No No


Belgium Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Subnational Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Belize No No No Yes No No No No


Benin No No No No No No No No


Bhutan No No No No No No No No


Bolivia (Plurinational 
State of)


No No No No Don’t know Yes Yes No


Botswana No No No No No Yes Yes No


Brazil Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Brunei Darussalam No No No No No No No No


Bulgaria Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes No No No


Burkina Faso No No No No No Subnational Yes Subnational


Burundi No No No No No No No No


Cambodia Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No


Cameroon Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Canada Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


China Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know


Colombia Subnational Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Cook Islands No No No No No No No No


Costa Rica Yes No No Don’t know Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


Croatia Don’t know No No Yes Yes Don’t know Don’t know No


Cuba Yes No No No No No No No


Cyprus No No No Yes Yes Yes No No


Czech Republic


Dominica No No No No No No No No


Dominican Republic Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No


Ecuador No No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes


Egypt No No Yes No Yes Yes No No


El Salvador Yes No No No No Yes Yes No


Estonia Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No


Fiji Yes Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know


Finland Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Gabon No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Georgia No No No Yes No No No No


Germany No No No No No No No No


Ghana Subnational Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Guatemala Subnational No No No No No No No


Guinea No No No No No No No No


Guyana Yes No No No No No No No


Honduras Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes No


Iceland Yes No No Subnational Don’t know Yes Yes Subnational


India No No No No No No No No


Indonesia No No No No No No No No
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Table A4: Availability of national population-based surveys by types of violence


NATIONAL POPULATION-BASED SURVEYS OF VIOLENCE


Country/area Survey 
interpersonal 


violence


Survey 
armed 


violence


Survey gang 
violence


Survey child 
maltreatment


Survey youth 
violence


Survey 
intimate 
partner 


violence


Survey sexual 
violence


Survey elder 
abuse


Afghanistan No No No No No No No No


Albania Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Algeria Yes No No Yes Subnational Yes Yes No


Armenia No No No No No Yes Yes No


Australia Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Austria Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Azerbaijan Subnational No No No No Subnational Subnational No


Bahrain Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Bangladesh Yes No No No No No No No


Belarus No No No Yes No Yes No No


Belgium Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Subnational Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Belize No No No Yes No No No No


Benin No No No No No No No No


Bhutan No No No No No No No No


Bolivia (Plurinational 
State of)


No No No No Don’t know Yes Yes No


Botswana No No No No No Yes Yes No


Brazil Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Brunei Darussalam No No No No No No No No


Bulgaria Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes No No No


Burkina Faso No No No No No Subnational Yes Subnational


Burundi No No No No No No No No


Cambodia Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No


Cameroon Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Canada Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


China Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know


Colombia Subnational Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Cook Islands No No No No No No No No


Costa Rica Yes No No Don’t know Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


Croatia Don’t know No No Yes Yes Don’t know Don’t know No


Cuba Yes No No No No No No No


Cyprus No No No Yes Yes Yes No No


Czech Republic


Dominica No No No No No No No No


Dominican Republic Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No


Ecuador No No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes


Egypt No No Yes No Yes Yes No No


El Salvador Yes No No No No Yes Yes No


Estonia Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No


Fiji Yes Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know


Finland Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Gabon No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Georgia No No No Yes No No No No


Germany No No No No No No No No


Ghana Subnational Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Don’t know


Guatemala Subnational No No No No No No No


Guinea No No No No No No No No


Guyana Yes No No No No No No No


Honduras Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes No


Iceland Yes No No Subnational Don’t know Yes Yes Subnational


India No No No No No No No No


Indonesia No No No No No No No No


NATIONAL POPULATION-BASED SURVEYS OF VIOLENCE


Country/area Survey 
interpersonal 


violence


Survey 
armed 


violence


Survey gang 
violence


Survey child 
maltreatment


Survey youth 
violence


Survey 
intimate 
partner 


violence


Survey sexual 
violence


Survey elder 
abuse


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know


Iraq No No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes


Israel Yes Subnational No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Italy Yes Don’t know Subnational Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Jamaica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Japan Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Jordan Subnational No No Yes Subnational Yes Yes No


Kazakhstan Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know


Kenya No No No Yes No No No No


Kiribati No No No No No Yes Yes No


Kuwait No No No No No No No No


Kyrgyzstan Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic


No No No No No No No No


Latvia No No No Yes No No No No


Liberia No No No No No Yes Yes No


Lithuania No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Madagascar Subnational No No Subnational Subnational Yes Yes Subnational


Malawi No No No No No Yes Yes No


Malaysia No No No No No No No No


Maldives No No Subnational Yes No Yes Yes No


Mauritania No No No No No No Yes No


Mexico Yes Yes Yes Subnational Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Mongolia No No No Yes No No No No


Montenegro Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Morocco No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mozambique Subnational Yes No Subnational Yes Yes Yes No


Myanmar No No No No No No Subnational No


Nepal No No No No Yes Yes Yes No


Netherlands Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


New Zealand Yes No No No Subnational No No No


Nicaragua No No No No No Yes Yes No


Niger No No No No No No No No


Nigeria Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes No


Norway No No No No No Yes No No


Oman No No No No No No No No


Panama No No No No No No No No


Papua New Guinea No No No No No No No No


Peru Yes No No No No Yes Yes No


Philippines Subnational No Subnational Subnational No Yes Yes No


Poland Yes No Don’t know Yes No No No Yes


Portugal No No No No No Yes No Yes


Qatar Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Republic of Moldova No No No Yes No Yes No No


Romania No No No Yes No Yes No No


Russian Federation Subnational Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Yes Don’t know


Rwanda Yes No No No No Yes Yes No


Samoa No No No Yes No Yes Yes No


San Marino Yes No No No No No No No


Sao Tome and Principe No No No No No No No No


Saudi Arabia Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Senegal No No No No No No Subnational No


Serbia Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Seychelles No No No No No No No No
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NATIONAL POPULATION-BASED SURVEYS OF VIOLENCE


Country/area Survey 
interpersonal 


violence


Survey 
armed 


violence


Survey gang 
violence


Survey child 
maltreatment


Survey youth 
violence


Survey 
intimate 
partner 


violence


Survey sexual 
violence


Survey elder 
abuse


Singapore No No No No No No No No


Slovakia No No No Yes Subnational Yes No Subnational


Slovenia No No No No Yes Yes Yes No


Solomon Islands No No No No Yes Yes Yes No


South Africa Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Subnational No


Spain No No No Yes Yes Yes Don’t know Yes


Sudan No No No No No No No No


Swaziland No No No Yes No No Yes No


Sweden Yes Don’t know Don’t know Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Switzerland Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes


TFYR Macedonia Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Tajikistan No No No No No No No No


Thailand Subnational Subnational No Subnational No Subnational Subnational Subnational


Trinidad and Tobago Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Tunisia Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No


Turkey No No No No No Yes Yes


Tuvalu No No No No No Yes Yes No


Uganda No Subnational No Subnational Subnational Subnational Yes Subnational


United Arab Emirates No No No Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know No No


United Kingdom Yes Yes No Yes Subnational Yes Yes Yes


United Republic of 
Tanzania


Subnational Subnational No Yes No Yes Yes Yes


United States of 
America


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Uzbekistan No No No No No No No No


Vanuatu No No No No No Yes Yes No


Viet Nam No No No Yes No Yes Yes No


West Bank and Gaza 
Strip


Yes No No Yes No No No No


Yemen No No No No No No No No


Zambia No No No Subnational No Yes Yes Don’t know


Zimbabwe No No No Yes No No Yes No
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NATIONAL POPULATION-BASED SURVEYS OF VIOLENCE


Country/area Survey 
interpersonal 


violence


Survey 
armed 


violence


Survey gang 
violence


Survey child 
maltreatment


Survey youth 
violence


Survey 
intimate 
partner 


violence


Survey sexual 
violence


Survey elder 
abuse


Singapore No No No No No No No No


Slovakia No No No Yes Subnational Yes No Subnational


Slovenia No No No No Yes Yes Yes No


Solomon Islands No No No No Yes Yes Yes No


South Africa Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Subnational No


Spain No No No Yes Yes Yes Don’t know Yes


Sudan No No No No No No No No


Swaziland No No No Yes No No Yes No


Sweden Yes Don’t know Don’t know Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Switzerland Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes


TFYR Macedonia Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Tajikistan No No No No No No No No


Thailand Subnational Subnational No Subnational No Subnational Subnational Subnational


Trinidad and Tobago Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know


Tunisia Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No


Turkey No No No No No Yes Yes


Tuvalu No No No No No Yes Yes No


Uganda No Subnational No Subnational Subnational Subnational Yes Subnational


United Arab Emirates No No No Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know No No


United Kingdom Yes Yes No Yes Subnational Yes Yes Yes


United Republic of 
Tanzania


Subnational Subnational No Yes No Yes Yes Yes


United States of 
America


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Uzbekistan No No No No No No No No


Vanuatu No No No No No Yes Yes No


Viet Nam No No No Yes No Yes Yes No


West Bank and Gaza 
Strip


Yes No No Yes No No No No


Yemen No No No No No No No No


Zambia No No No Subnational No Yes Yes Don’t know


Zimbabwe No No No Yes No No Yes No


Table A5: Laws and policies that address multiple types of violence: social and educational policies, policing strategies, laws 
to regulate civilian access to firearms, and consumption of alcohol and alcohol policies and laws


SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES POLICING STRATEGIES


Country/area Incentives provided 
for high risk youth to 
complete schooling


Housing policies to 
de-concentrate poverty


Improving community-
police relations


Problem-oriented policing


Afghanistan No No Yes Yes


Albania Yes Yes Yes Yes


Algeria Yes Yes Yes Yes


Armenia Yes Yes Yes Yes


Australia Subnational Subnational Yes Yes


Austria Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Azerbaijan Yes No Yes Yes


Bahrain No No Yes Yes


Bangladesh No No Yes Yes


Belarus Yes Yes Yes Yes


Belgium Subnational Don’t know Yes Don’t know


Belize No No Yes Yes


Benin Subnational No Yes Yes


Bhutan No Don’t know Yes Yes


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) No No Yes Yes


Botswana No No Yes Yes


Brazil Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


Brunei Darussalam No No Yes Yes


Bulgaria Yes No Yes Yes


Burkina Faso No No Yes Yes


Burundi No No Yes Yes


Cambodia No No Yes Yes


Cameroon No No Yes Yes


Canada Yes No Yes Yes


China Yes Yes Yes Yes


Colombia Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cook Islands No No Yes Yes


Costa Rica Yes No Yes Yes


Croatia No No Yes Yes


Cuba Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cyprus Yes No Yes Yes


Czech Republic Yes No Yes Yes


Dominica No No Yes Yes


Dominican Republic No Yes Yes Yes


Ecuador No No Yes Yes


Egypt Don’t know Yes Yes Yes


El Salvador Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Estonia No No Yes Don’t know


Fiji Yes No Yes Yes


Finland Yes No Yes Yes


Gabon No No Yes Yes


Georgia Yes No Yes Yes


Germany Yes Yes Yes Yes


Ghana Don’t know No Yes Yes


Guatemala Subnational No Yes Yes


Guinea Subnational No Yes Yes


Guyana No No Yes Yes


Honduras No Yes Yes No


Iceland No No Yes Yes


India Yes No Yes Yes


Indonesia No No Yes Don’t know
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SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES POLICING STRATEGIES


Country/area Incentives provided 
for high risk youth to 
complete schooling


Housing policies to 
de-concentrate poverty


Improving community-
police relations


Problem-oriented policing


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Subnational Yes Yes Yes


Iraq No Yes Yes Yes


Israel No No Yes No


Italy Yes No Yes Yes


Jamaica Subnational Yes Yes Yes


Japan No No Yes Yes


Jordan No No Yes Yes


Kazakhstan Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kenya No No Yes Yes


Kiribati Yes No Yes Yes


Kuwait No No Yes Yes


Kyrgyzstan Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Lao People’s Democratic Republic Yes No Yes Yes


Latvia No No Yes Yes


Liberia No No Yes Yes


Lithuania Subnational No Yes Yes


Madagascar Subnational No Yes Yes


Malawi Yes No Yes Yes


Malaysia No Subnational Yes Yes


Maldives No No Yes Yes


Mauritania No No Yes Yes


Mexico Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mongolia No No Yes Yes


Montenegro Yes Yes Yes Yes


Morocco Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mozambique No No Yes Yes


Myanmar Subnational Subnational Yes Yes


Nepal No No Yes Yes


Netherlands Yes Yes Yes Yes


New Zealand Yes Yes Yes Yes


Nicaragua Yes Yes Yes Yes


Niger Yes No Yes Yes


Nigeria No No Yes Yes


Norway No No Yes Yes


Oman Subnational No No Yes


Panama Don’t know Subnational Yes Yes


Papua New Guinea Yes No Yes Yes


Peru Yes No Yes Yes


Philippines No No Yes Yes


Poland Yes Don’t know Yes Yes


Portugal Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Qatar Yes Yes Yes Yes


Republic of Moldova No No Yes Yes


Romania Yes No Yes Yes


Russian Federation Yes No Yes Yes


Rwanda Yes No Yes Yes


Samoa No No Yes Yes


San Marino No No Yes Yes


Sao Tome and Principe No No Yes Yes


Saudi Arabia Don’t know Yes Yes Yes


Senegal No No Yes Yes


Serbia Yes Yes Yes Yes


Seychelles No No Yes Yes


Singapore No Yes Yes Yes
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SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES POLICING STRATEGIES


Country/area Incentives provided 
for high risk youth to 
complete schooling


Housing policies to 
de-concentrate poverty


Improving community-
police relations


Problem-oriented policing


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Subnational Yes Yes Yes


Iraq No Yes Yes Yes


Israel No No Yes No


Italy Yes No Yes Yes


Jamaica Subnational Yes Yes Yes


Japan No No Yes Yes


Jordan No No Yes Yes


Kazakhstan Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kenya No No Yes Yes


Kiribati Yes No Yes Yes


Kuwait No No Yes Yes


Kyrgyzstan Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Lao People’s Democratic Republic Yes No Yes Yes


Latvia No No Yes Yes


Liberia No No Yes Yes


Lithuania Subnational No Yes Yes


Madagascar Subnational No Yes Yes


Malawi Yes No Yes Yes


Malaysia No Subnational Yes Yes


Maldives No No Yes Yes


Mauritania No No Yes Yes


Mexico Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mongolia No No Yes Yes


Montenegro Yes Yes Yes Yes


Morocco Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mozambique No No Yes Yes


Myanmar Subnational Subnational Yes Yes


Nepal No No Yes Yes


Netherlands Yes Yes Yes Yes


New Zealand Yes Yes Yes Yes


Nicaragua Yes Yes Yes Yes


Niger Yes No Yes Yes


Nigeria No No Yes Yes


Norway No No Yes Yes


Oman Subnational No No Yes


Panama Don’t know Subnational Yes Yes


Papua New Guinea Yes No Yes Yes


Peru Yes No Yes Yes


Philippines No No Yes Yes


Poland Yes Don’t know Yes Yes


Portugal Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Qatar Yes Yes Yes Yes


Republic of Moldova No No Yes Yes


Romania Yes No Yes Yes


Russian Federation Yes No Yes Yes


Rwanda Yes No Yes Yes


Samoa No No Yes Yes


San Marino No No Yes Yes


Sao Tome and Principe No No Yes Yes


Saudi Arabia Don’t know Yes Yes Yes


Senegal No No Yes Yes


Serbia Yes Yes Yes Yes


Seychelles No No Yes Yes


Singapore No Yes Yes Yes


SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES POLICING STRATEGIES


Country/area Incentives provided 
for high risk youth to 
complete schooling


Housing policies to 
de-concentrate poverty


Improving community-
police relations


Problem-oriented policing


Slovakia Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Slovenia Yes No Yes Yes


Solomon Islands No No Yes Yes


South Africa Yes No Yes Yes


Spain No No Yes Yes


Sudan No No Yes Yes


Swaziland No No Yes Yes


Sweden Yes Subnational Yes Yes


Switzerland No No Yes Yes


TFYR Macedonia Yes No Yes Yes


Tajikistan Yes Yes Yes Yes


Thailand No No Yes Yes


Trinidad and Tobago No No Yes Yes


Tunisia Yes Yes Yes Yes


Turkey Yes No Yes Yes


Tuvalu No No Yes Yes


Uganda No No Yes Yes


United Arab Emirates Don’t know Yes Yes Yes


United Kingdom Yes Subnational Yes Yes


United Republic of Tanzania No Yes Yes Yes


United States of America Subnational Yes Yes Yes


Uzbekistan Yes No No No


Vanuatu No No Yes No


Viet Nam Yes Yes Yes Yes


West Bank and Gaza Strip No No Yes Yes


Yemen No No Yes Yes


Zambia No No Yes Yes


Zimbabwe No No Yes Yes


LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


Afghanistan Yes Yes Yes Don’t know Don’t know Yes Yes


Albania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Algeria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Armenia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Australia Subnational Subnational Subnational Subnational Subnational Subnational Subnational


Austria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Azerbaijan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Bahrain Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Bangladesh Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Belarus Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Belgium Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Belize Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Benin Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Bhutan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No


Botswana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Brazil Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Brunei Darussalam Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


1 There is great variability in the content of these laws between countries and between states/provinces in countries with federal constitutions.
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LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


Bulgaria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Burkina Faso Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Burundi Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cambodia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cameroon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Canada Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


China Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Colombia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cook Islands Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Costa Rica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Croatia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cuba Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cyprus Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Czech Republic Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Dominica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Dominican Republic Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Ecuador Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Egypt Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


El Salvador Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Estonia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Fiji Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Finland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Gabon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Georgia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Germany Yes Subnational Subnational Subnational Yes Subnational No


Ghana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guatemala Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guinea Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guyana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Honduras Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Iceland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


India Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Indonesia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Iraq Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Israel Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Italy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Jamaica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Japan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Jordan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kazakhstan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kenya Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kiribati Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kuwait Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kyrgyzstan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Latvia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Liberia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Lithuania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Madagascar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Malawi Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Malaysia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
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LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


Bulgaria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Burkina Faso Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Burundi Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cambodia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cameroon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Canada Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


China Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Colombia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cook Islands Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Costa Rica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Croatia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cuba Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Cyprus Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Czech Republic Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Dominica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Dominican Republic Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Ecuador Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Egypt Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


El Salvador Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Estonia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Fiji Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Finland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Gabon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Georgia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Germany Yes Subnational Subnational Subnational Yes Subnational No


Ghana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guatemala Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guinea Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Guyana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Honduras Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Iceland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


India Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Indonesia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Iraq Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Israel Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Italy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Jamaica Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Japan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Jordan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kazakhstan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kenya Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kiribati Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kuwait Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Kyrgyzstan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Latvia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Liberia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Lithuania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Madagascar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Malawi Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Malaysia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


Maldives Yes Don’t know Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mauritania Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No


Mexico Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Mongolia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Montenegro Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Morocco Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Mozambique Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Myanmar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Nepal Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Netherlands Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


New Zealand Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Nicaragua Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Niger Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Nigeria Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Norway Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Oman Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Panama Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes


Papua New Guinea Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Peru Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Philippines Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Poland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Portugal Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Qatar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Republic of Moldova Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Romania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Russian Federation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Rwanda Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes


Samoa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


San Marino Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Sao Tome and Principe Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Saudi Arabia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Senegal Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Serbia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Seychelles Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Singapore Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Slovakia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Slovenia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Solomon Islands Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


South Africa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Spain Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Sudan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Swaziland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Sweden Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Switzerland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


TFYR Macedonia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Tajikistan Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No


Thailand Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Trinidad and Tobago Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Tunisia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Turkey Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Tuvalu Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Uganda Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


United Arab Emirates Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


United Kingdom Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


United Republic of Tanzania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


United States of America Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Uzbekistan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Vanuatu Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Viet Nam Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


West Bank and Gaza Strip Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No


Yemen Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Zambia Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes


Zimbabwe Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, AND ALCOHOL POLICIES AND LAWS


Country/area Patterns of 
drinking score1


Adult (15+) 
per capita 


consumption 
(litres of pure 


alcohol)2


Excise tax On premise 
age limits


Off premise age 
limits


Beer Wine Spirits


Afghanistan 0.7


Albania Medium risky 7.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Algeria Somewhat risky 1.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Armenia Somewhat risky 5.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Australia Somewhat risky 12.2 Yes No Yes 18 18


Austria Least risky 10.3 Yes No Yes 16 16


Azerbaijan Medium risky 2.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Bahrain 2.1


Bangladesh Medium risky 0.2 Yes Yes Yes


Belarus Very risky 17.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Belgium Least risky 11.0 Yes Yes Yes 16 16


Belize Very risky 8.5 No No No 18 18


Benin Somewhat risky 2.1 Yes Yes Yes


Bhutan 0.7 No Yes Yes 18 18


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) Medium risky 5.9 Yes Yes Yes


Botswana Medium risky 8.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Brazil Medium risky 8.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Brunei Darussalam 0.9 Yes Yes Yes


Bulgaria Somewhat risky 11.4 Yes No Yes 18 18


Burkina Faso Medium risky 6.8 Yes Yes Yes


Burundi Medium risky 9.3 Yes Yes Yes 18


Cambodia Medium risky 5.5 Yes Yes Yes


Cameroon Medium risky 8.4 Yes Yes Yes


Canada Somewhat risky 10.2 Yes Yes Yes


China Somewhat risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes


Colombia Medium risky 6.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Cook Islands Medium risky 6.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Costa Rica Medium risky 5.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Croatia Medium risky 12.2 Yes No Yes 18 18


1 The patterns of drinking score reflects how people drink instead of how much they drink within a population. Strongly associated with the alcohol-
attributable burden of disease in a country, the patterns of drinking score is measured on a scale from 1 (least risky pattern of drinking) to 5 (most 
risky pattern of drinking). The higher the score, the greater the alcohol-attributable burden of disease in population groups with the same level of 
consumption. Notably, different drinking patterns give rise to very different health outcomes in population groups with the same level of consumption 
(WHO Global status report on alcohol, WHO, 2014, p.28).


2  Total per capita (15 years and older) consumption is defined as total (recorded plus estimated unrecorded) alcohol per capita (aged 15 years and older) 
consumption within a calendar year in litres of pure alcohol (WHO Global status report on alcohol, WHO, 2014, p.35).
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LAWS TO REGULATE CIVILIAN ACCESS TO FIREARMS1


Country/area Laws to 
regulate 


civilian access


Do they include: Programmes to 
reduce civilian 
possession and 


use
Mandatory 


background 
check


Handguns Long guns Automatic 
weapons


Carrying 
firearms in 


public


United Arab Emirates Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Don’t know


United Kingdom Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


United Republic of Tanzania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


United States of America Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Subnational


Uzbekistan Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Vanuatu Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No


Viet Nam Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


West Bank and Gaza Strip Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No


Yemen Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


Zambia Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes


Zimbabwe Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes


CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, AND ALCOHOL POLICIES AND LAWS


Country/area Patterns of 
drinking score1


Adult (15+) 
per capita 


consumption 
(litres of pure 


alcohol)2


Excise tax On premise 
age limits


Off premise age 
limits


Beer Wine Spirits


Afghanistan 0.7


Albania Medium risky 7.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Algeria Somewhat risky 1.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Armenia Somewhat risky 5.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Australia Somewhat risky 12.2 Yes No Yes 18 18


Austria Least risky 10.3 Yes No Yes 16 16


Azerbaijan Medium risky 2.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Bahrain 2.1


Bangladesh Medium risky 0.2 Yes Yes Yes


Belarus Very risky 17.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Belgium Least risky 11.0 Yes Yes Yes 16 16


Belize Very risky 8.5 No No No 18 18


Benin Somewhat risky 2.1 Yes Yes Yes


Bhutan 0.7 No Yes Yes 18 18


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) Medium risky 5.9 Yes Yes Yes


Botswana Medium risky 8.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Brazil Medium risky 8.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Brunei Darussalam 0.9 Yes Yes Yes


Bulgaria Somewhat risky 11.4 Yes No Yes 18 18


Burkina Faso Medium risky 6.8 Yes Yes Yes


Burundi Medium risky 9.3 Yes Yes Yes 18


Cambodia Medium risky 5.5 Yes Yes Yes


Cameroon Medium risky 8.4 Yes Yes Yes


Canada Somewhat risky 10.2 Yes Yes Yes


China Somewhat risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes


Colombia Medium risky 6.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Cook Islands Medium risky 6.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Costa Rica Medium risky 5.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Croatia Medium risky 12.2 Yes No Yes 18 18


1 The patterns of drinking score reflects how people drink instead of how much they drink within a population. Strongly associated with the alcohol-
attributable burden of disease in a country, the patterns of drinking score is measured on a scale from 1 (least risky pattern of drinking) to 5 (most 
risky pattern of drinking). The higher the score, the greater the alcohol-attributable burden of disease in population groups with the same level of 
consumption. Notably, different drinking patterns give rise to very different health outcomes in population groups with the same level of consumption 
(WHO Global status report on alcohol, WHO, 2014, p.28).


2  Total per capita (15 years and older) consumption is defined as total (recorded plus estimated unrecorded) alcohol per capita (aged 15 years and older) 
consumption within a calendar year in litres of pure alcohol (WHO Global status report on alcohol, WHO, 2014, p.35).


CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, AND ALCOHOL POLICIES AND LAWS


Country/area Patterns of 
drinking score1


Adult (15+) 
per capita 


consumption 
(litres of pure 


alcohol)2


Excise tax On premise 
age limits


Off premise age 
limits


Beer Wine Spirits


Cuba Somewhat risky 5.2 18 18


Cyprus Least risky 9.2 Yes No Yes 17 17


Czech Republic Medium risky 13.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Dominica Medium risky 7.1 Yes Yes Yes 16 16


Dominican Republic Medium risky 6.9 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Ecuador Medium risky 7.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Egypt 0.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


El Salvador Medium risky 3.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Estonia Medium risky 10.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Fiji Medium risky 3.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Finland Medium risky 12.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Gabon Medium risky 10.9 Yes Yes Yes 18


Georgia Somewhat risky 7.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Germany Least risky 11.8 Yes Yes Yes 16 16


Ghana Medium risky 4.8 Yes Yes Yes


Guatemala Very risky 3.8 No No No 18 18


Guinea 0.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Guyana Medium risky 8.1 Yes Yes Yes 18 16


Honduras Medium risky 4.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Iceland Somewhat risky 7.1 Yes Yes Yes 20 20


India Medium risky 4.3 Yes Yes Yes


Indonesia Medium risky 0.6 Yes Yes Yes 21 21


Iran (Islamic Republic of) 1.0


Iraq 0.5 No No No 21 21


Israel Somewhat risky 2.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Italy Least risky 6.7 Yes No Yes 16


Jamaica Somewhat risky 4.9 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Japan Somewhat risky 7.2 Yes Yes Yes 20 20


Jordan 0.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Kazakhstan Very risky 10.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Kenya Medium risky 4.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Kiribati Medium risky 3.0 No No No 21 21


Kuwait 0.1


Kyrgyzstan Medium risky 4.3 No Yes Yes 18 18


Lao People’s Democratic Republic Medium risky 7.3 Yes No No 18


Latvia Medium risky 12.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Liberia Medium risky 4.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Lithuania Medium risky 15.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Madagascar Medium risky 1.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Malawi Medium risky 2.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Malaysia Medium risky 1.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Maldives 1.2


Mauritania 0.1


Mexico Medium risky 7.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Mongolia Medium risky 6.9 Yes Yes Yes 21 21


Montenegro Medium risky 8.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Morocco 0.9


Mozambique Medium risky 2.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Myanmar 0.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Nepal Medium risky 2.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Netherlands Least risky 9.9 Yes Yes Yes 16 16


New Zealand Somewhat risky 10.9 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Nicaragua Medium risky 5.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18
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CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, AND ALCOHOL POLICIES AND LAWS


Country/area Patterns of 
drinking score1


Adult (15+) 
per capita 


consumption 
(litres of pure 


alcohol)2


Excise tax On premise 
age limits


Off premise age 
limits


Beer Wine Spirits


Niger 0.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Nigeria Medium risky 10.1 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Norway Medium risky 7.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Oman 0.9 No No No 21 21


Panama Medium risky 8.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Papua New Guinea Medium risky 3.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Peru Medium risky 8.1 Yes No No 18 18


Philippines Medium risky 5.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Poland Medium risky 12.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Portugal Least risky 12.9 Yes No Yes 16 16


Qatar 1.5


Republic of Moldova Very risky 16.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Romania Medium risky 14.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Russian Federation Most risky 15.1 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Rwanda Medium risky 9.8 Yes Yes Yes 18


Samoa Medium risky 3.6


San Marino Yes No Yes 16 16


Sao Tome and Principe Medium risky 7.1 No No No 18


Saudi Arabia 0.2


Senegal Medium risky 0.6 Yes Yes No 18 18


Serbia Medium risky 12.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Seychelles Medium risky 5.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Singapore Somewhat risky 2.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Slovakia Medium risky 13.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Slovenia Somewhat risky 11.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Solomon Islands Medium risky 1.7


South Africa Very risky 11.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Spain Least risky 11.2 Yes No Yes 16 16


Sudan Medium risky 2.7


Swaziland Medium risky 5.7 Yes No Yes 18 18


Sweden Somewhat risky 9.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Switzerland Least risky 10.7 Yes No Yes 16 16


TFYR Macedonia Medium risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tajikistan Medium risky 2.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Thailand Medium risky 7.1 Yes Yes Yes 20 20


Trinidad and Tobago Somewhat risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tunisia Somewhat risky 1.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Turkey Medium risky 2.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tuvalu Medium risky 1.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Uganda Medium risky 9.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United Arab Emirates 4.3


United Kingdom Medium risky 11.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United Republic of Tanzania Medium risky 7.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United States of America Somewhat risky 9.2 Yes Yes Yes 21 21


Uzbekistan Medium risky 4.6 20 20


Vanuatu Medium risky 1.4


Viet Nam Medium risky 6.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


West Bank and Gaza Strip


Yemen 0.3


Zambia Medium risky 4.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Zimbabwe Very risky 5.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18
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CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, AND ALCOHOL POLICIES AND LAWS


Country/area Patterns of 
drinking score1


Adult (15+) 
per capita 


consumption 
(litres of pure 


alcohol)2


Excise tax On premise 
age limits


Off premise age 
limits


Beer Wine Spirits


Niger 0.3 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Nigeria Medium risky 10.1 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Norway Medium risky 7.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Oman 0.9 No No No 21 21


Panama Medium risky 8.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Papua New Guinea Medium risky 3.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Peru Medium risky 8.1 Yes No No 18 18


Philippines Medium risky 5.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Poland Medium risky 12.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Portugal Least risky 12.9 Yes No Yes 16 16


Qatar 1.5


Republic of Moldova Very risky 16.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Romania Medium risky 14.4 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Russian Federation Most risky 15.1 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Rwanda Medium risky 9.8 Yes Yes Yes 18


Samoa Medium risky 3.6


San Marino Yes No Yes 16 16


Sao Tome and Principe Medium risky 7.1 No No No 18


Saudi Arabia 0.2


Senegal Medium risky 0.6 Yes Yes No 18 18


Serbia Medium risky 12.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Seychelles Medium risky 5.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Singapore Somewhat risky 2.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Slovakia Medium risky 13.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Slovenia Somewhat risky 11.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Solomon Islands Medium risky 1.7


South Africa Very risky 11.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Spain Least risky 11.2 Yes No Yes 16 16


Sudan Medium risky 2.7


Swaziland Medium risky 5.7 Yes No Yes 18 18


Sweden Somewhat risky 9.2 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Switzerland Least risky 10.7 Yes No Yes 16 16


TFYR Macedonia Medium risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tajikistan Medium risky 2.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Thailand Medium risky 7.1 Yes Yes Yes 20 20


Trinidad and Tobago Somewhat risky 6.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tunisia Somewhat risky 1.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Turkey Medium risky 2.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Tuvalu Medium risky 1.5 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Uganda Medium risky 9.8 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United Arab Emirates 4.3


United Kingdom Medium risky 11.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United Republic of Tanzania Medium risky 7.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


United States of America Somewhat risky 9.2 Yes Yes Yes 21 21


Uzbekistan Medium risky 4.6 20 20


Vanuatu Medium risky 1.4


Viet Nam Medium risky 6.6 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


West Bank and Gaza Strip


Yemen 0.3


Zambia Medium risky 4.0 Yes Yes Yes 18 18


Zimbabwe Very risky 5.7 Yes Yes Yes 18 18
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Table A11: Health and social services for victims of violence and victim support laws


HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES


Country/area Prenatal 
screening 
for child 


maltreatment 
and intimate 


partner 
violence risk


Identification 
and referral for 
victims of child 
maltreatment 
by health care 


providers


Identification 
and referral 
for victims 
of intimate 
partner and 


sexual violence 
by health care 


providers


Medico-legal 
services for 


sexual violence


Child 
protection 
services


Adult 
protective 
services


Mental health 
services


Implementation


Afghanistan Larger scale None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Don’t know Larger scale


Albania Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None


Algeria None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Armenia Limited Larger scale None Limited Larger scale Limited Limited


Australia Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Austria Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Azerbaijan Limited None None Larger scale Limited None Larger scale


Bahrain None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Bangladesh None Limited Limited Limited Limited None None


Belarus Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Belgium Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Belize None Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Limited


Benin Limited Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Limited


Bhutan None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) Limited Don’t know Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Botswana None Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Limited


Brazil Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Brunei Darussalam Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Limited None Limited


Bulgaria Limited Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Burkina Faso Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited


Burundi None None Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Cambodia Limited Larger scale None Limited Limited Limited Limited


Cameroon None Don’t know None Limited Limited Don’t know Limited


Canada Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


China Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Don’t know Limited


Colombia Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Cook Islands Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Costa Rica Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Croatia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Cuba Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Cyprus Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Czech Republic None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Dominica Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Dominican Republic Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited


Ecuador Larger scale None None Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Egypt Limited None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Don’t know None


El Salvador Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Estonia Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Fiji Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited


Finland Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Gabon Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited None None


Georgia None Larger scale None Limited Larger scale None None


Germany Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Ghana Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Guatemala Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Guinea None None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None None


Guyana None Limited Limited None Limited None Limited


Honduras Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES


Country/area Prenatal 
screening 
for child 


maltreatment 
and intimate 


partner 
violence risk


Identification 
and referral for 
victims of child 
maltreatment 
by health care 


providers


Identification 
and referral 
for victims 
of intimate 
partner and 


sexual violence 
by health care 


providers


Medico-legal 
services for 


sexual violence


Child 
protection 
services


Adult 
protective 
services


Mental health 
services


Implementation


Iceland Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


India None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Indonesia Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Iran (Islamic Republic of) None Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Iraq Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Israel Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Italy None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Larger scale


Jamaica Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Japan Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Jordan None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Kazakhstan Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Don’t know Larger scale


Kenya Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Limited None Limited


Kiribati Limited None None None Limited None None


Kuwait Larger scale None None None None None Larger scale


Kyrgyzstan Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited Limited


Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic


None None None None Limited None Limited


Latvia None None Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Liberia None None Limited Limited Larger scale None Limited


Lithuania None Larger scale None Limited Larger scale None Limited


Madagascar Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Malawi Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale


Malaysia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Maldives None Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Mauritania None None None None None None None


Mexico Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Mongolia Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited Limited Limited


Montenegro Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Morocco Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Mozambique Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Myanmar None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited


Nepal None None Limited Limited None None Limited


Netherlands Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


New Zealand Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Nicaragua Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Niger Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Nigeria None Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Norway Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Oman None Larger scale Don’t know Don’t know Limited Don’t know Don’t know


Panama Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Papua New Guinea Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Peru Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Philippines None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited None


Poland None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Larger scale


Portugal Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Qatar Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Republic of Moldova Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None


Romania Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Russian Federation None Limited None Limited Limited None Larger scale


Rwanda Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES


Country/area Prenatal 
screening 
for child 


maltreatment 
and intimate 


partner 
violence risk


Identification 
and referral for 
victims of child 
maltreatment 
by health care 


providers


Identification 
and referral 
for victims 
of intimate 
partner and 


sexual violence 
by health care 


providers


Medico-legal 
services for 


sexual violence


Child 
protection 
services


Adult 
protective 
services


Mental health 
services


Implementation


Iceland Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


India None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Indonesia Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Iran (Islamic Republic of) None Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Iraq Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Israel Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Italy None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Larger scale


Jamaica Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Japan Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Jordan None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Kazakhstan Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Don’t know Larger scale


Kenya Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Limited None Limited


Kiribati Limited None None None Limited None None


Kuwait Larger scale None None None None None Larger scale


Kyrgyzstan Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited Limited


Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic


None None None None Limited None Limited


Latvia None None Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Liberia None None Limited Limited Larger scale None Limited


Lithuania None Larger scale None Limited Larger scale None Limited


Madagascar Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Malawi Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale


Malaysia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Maldives None Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Mauritania None None None None None None None


Mexico Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Mongolia Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited Limited Limited


Montenegro Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Morocco Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Mozambique Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Myanmar None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited


Nepal None None Limited Limited None None Limited


Netherlands Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


New Zealand Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Nicaragua Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Larger scale


Niger Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Nigeria None Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Norway Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Oman None Larger scale Don’t know Don’t know Limited Don’t know Don’t know


Panama Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Papua New Guinea Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Peru Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Philippines None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited None


Poland None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Larger scale


Portugal Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


Qatar Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Republic of Moldova Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None


Romania Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Russian Federation None Limited None Limited Limited None Larger scale


Rwanda Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES


Country/area Prenatal 
screening 
for child 


maltreatment 
and intimate 


partner 
violence risk


Identification 
and referral for 
victims of child 
maltreatment 
by health care 


providers


Identification 
and referral 
for victims 
of intimate 
partner and 


sexual violence 
by health care 


providers


Medico-legal 
services for 


sexual violence


Child 
protection 
services


Adult 
protective 
services


Mental health 
services


Implementation


Samoa Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


San Marino Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Sao Tome and Principe Larger scale None None None Larger scale None None


Saudi Arabia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Senegal None Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


Serbia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Seychelles None Limited None Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Singapore Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited Larger scale Limited


Slovakia Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Slovenia Limited Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Solomon Islands Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited None Limited


South Africa Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Limited Limited Limited


Spain Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Sudan None Limited Limited Limited Larger scale None Larger scale


Swaziland None Limited Limited Larger scale Limited None Limited


Sweden Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Switzerland Limited Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale None Limited


TFYR Macedonia Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Tajikistan Limited Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Thailand Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Trinidad and Tobago Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Tunisia None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


Turkey Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Tuvalu Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale None Don’t know


Uganda Limited Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited None Limited


United Arab Emirates Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


United Kingdom Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


United Republic of Tanzania Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited


United States of America Don’t know Larger scale Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale


Uzbekistan None None None None None None Limited


Vanuatu None None None None None None None


Viet Nam Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited


West Bank and Gaza Strip None Limited None Larger scale Larger scale Limited Limited


Yemen None None None Larger scale Limited None None


Zambia Limited Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale


Zimbabwe None Larger scale Larger scale Larger scale Limited Larger scale Limited
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VICTIM SUPPORT LAWS


Country/area Providing for victim compensation Providing for victim 
compensation


Providing for victim 
representation


Providing for victim 
representation


Existence Enforcement Existence Enforcement


Afghanistan Yes Partial Yes Partial


Albania No Yes Limited


Algeria No Yes Full


Armenia No No


Australia Subnational Partial Subnational Full


Austria Yes Full Yes Full


Azerbaijan Yes Not enforced Yes Full


Bahrain Yes Full Yes Full


Bangladesh No Yes Full


Belarus No Yes Full


Belgium Yes Full Yes Full


Belize No Subnational Limited


Benin No Yes Full


Bhutan Yes Full Yes Full


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) No Yes Partial


Botswana No Yes Full


Brazil Yes Full Yes Full


Brunei Darussalam No No


Bulgaria Yes Limited Yes Limited


Burkina Faso Yes Limited No


Burundi No Yes Full


Cambodia No Yes Partial


Cameroon No Yes Full


Canada Yes Partial Yes Partial


China Yes Full Yes Full


Colombia Yes Partial Yes Full


Cook Islands No No


Costa Rica No Yes Partial


Croatia Yes Full Yes Full


Cuba Yes Full Yes Full


Cyprus No Yes Full


Czech Republic Yes Full Yes Full


Dominica No No


Dominican Republic No Yes Limited


Ecuador Yes Partial Yes Full


Egypt Yes Partial Yes Partial


El Salvador No Yes Full


Estonia Yes Full Yes Full


Fiji No Yes Partial


Finland Yes Full Yes Full


Gabon No Yes Full


Georgia No Yes Partial


Germany Yes Full Yes Full


Ghana No Yes Full


Guatemala No Yes Limited


Guinea No Yes Full


Guyana No No


Honduras No Yes Limited


Iceland Yes Full Yes Limited


India Yes Full Yes Full


Indonesia Yes Limited Yes Partial


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Yes Full Yes Full


Iraq Yes Full Yes Full
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VICTIM SUPPORT LAWS


Country/area Providing for victim compensation Providing for victim 
compensation


Providing for victim 
representation


Providing for victim 
representation


Existence Enforcement Existence Enforcement


Afghanistan Yes Partial Yes Partial


Albania No Yes Limited


Algeria No Yes Full


Armenia No No


Australia Subnational Partial Subnational Full


Austria Yes Full Yes Full


Azerbaijan Yes Not enforced Yes Full


Bahrain Yes Full Yes Full


Bangladesh No Yes Full


Belarus No Yes Full


Belgium Yes Full Yes Full


Belize No Subnational Limited


Benin No Yes Full


Bhutan Yes Full Yes Full


Bolivia (Plurinational State of) No Yes Partial


Botswana No Yes Full


Brazil Yes Full Yes Full


Brunei Darussalam No No


Bulgaria Yes Limited Yes Limited


Burkina Faso Yes Limited No


Burundi No Yes Full


Cambodia No Yes Partial


Cameroon No Yes Full


Canada Yes Partial Yes Partial


China Yes Full Yes Full


Colombia Yes Partial Yes Full


Cook Islands No No


Costa Rica No Yes Partial


Croatia Yes Full Yes Full


Cuba Yes Full Yes Full


Cyprus No Yes Full


Czech Republic Yes Full Yes Full


Dominica No No


Dominican Republic No Yes Limited


Ecuador Yes Partial Yes Full


Egypt Yes Partial Yes Partial


El Salvador No Yes Full


Estonia Yes Full Yes Full


Fiji No Yes Partial


Finland Yes Full Yes Full


Gabon No Yes Full


Georgia No Yes Partial


Germany Yes Full Yes Full


Ghana No Yes Full


Guatemala No Yes Limited


Guinea No Yes Full


Guyana No No


Honduras No Yes Limited


Iceland Yes Full Yes Limited


India Yes Full Yes Full


Indonesia Yes Limited Yes Partial


Iran (Islamic Republic of) Yes Full Yes Full


Iraq Yes Full Yes Full


VICTIM SUPPORT LAWS


Country/area Providing for victim compensation Providing for victim 
compensation


Providing for victim 
representation


Providing for victim 
representation


Existence Enforcement Existence Enforcement


Israel No No


Italy Yes Limited Yes Limited


Jamaica Yes Limited Yes Partial


Japan Yes Full Yes Full


Jordan No Subnational Limited


Kazakhstan Don’t  know Don’t  know


Kenya Yes Limited Yes Limited


Kiribati No Yes Full


Kuwait No No


Kyrgyzstan No Yes


Lao People’s Democratic Republic No Yes Partial


Latvia Yes Partial Yes Full


Liberia No Yes Partial


Lithuania Yes Full Yes Full


Madagascar No Yes Limited


Malawi Yes Partial Yes Full


Malaysia No Yes Full


Maldives Yes Limited Yes Partial


Mauritania No Yes Full


Mexico Yes Partial Yes Partial


Mongolia Yes Limited Yes Limited


Montenegro Yes Full Yes Full


Morocco No Yes Full


Mozambique No Yes Full


Myanmar Subnational Limited Yes Limited


Nepal Yes Partial Yes Partial


Netherlands Yes Full Yes Full


New Zealand Yes Full No


Nicaragua Yes Full Yes Full


Niger Yes Full Yes Full


Nigeria No Yes Partial


Norway Yes Partial Yes Partial


Oman Don’t  know Yes Partial


Panama No Yes Partial


Papua New Guinea No Yes Partial


Peru No Yes Limited


Philippines Yes Partial Yes Partial


Poland Yes Don’t know Yes Full


Portugal Yes Full Yes Full


Qatar Yes Full Yes Full


Republic of Moldova No Yes Partial


Romania Yes Full Yes Full


Russian Federation Subnational Limited Yes Full


Rwanda Yes Full Yes Full


Samoa No Yes Full


San Marino Yes Full Yes Full


Sao Tome and Principe Yes Not enforced Yes Full


Saudi Arabia Yes Full Don’t  know


Senegal No Yes Limited


Serbia No Yes Full


Seychelles No Yes Full


Singapore No Yes Full


Slovakia Yes Full Yes Full
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VICTIM SUPPORT LAWS


Country/area Providing for victim compensation Providing for victim 
compensation


Providing for victim 
representation


Providing for victim 
representation


Existence Enforcement Existence Enforcement


Slovenia Yes Full Yes Full


Solomon Islands No Yes Limited


South Africa No No


Spain Yes Full Yes Full


Sudan Yes Partial Yes Full


Swaziland No Yes Full


Sweden Yes Full Yes Full


Switzerland Yes Full Yes Full


TFYR Macedonia Yes Partial Yes Not enforced


Tajikistan Yes Full Yes Full


Thailand Yes Full Yes Full


Trinidad and Tobago Yes Limited Yes Partial


Tunisia No Yes Full


Turkey Yes Full Yes Full


Tuvalu Yes Full Yes Full


Uganda Yes Partial Yes Limited


United Arab Emirates No No


United Kingdom Yes Full No Not enforced


United Republic of Tanzania No Yes Limited


United States of America Yes Full No


Uzbekistan No Yes Partial


Vanuatu Yes Limited Yes Limited


Viet Nam Yes Full Yes Full


West Bank and Gaza Strip Subnational Limited Yes Full


Yemen No No


Zambia Yes Limited Yes Limited


Zimbabwe No Yes Partial







VICTIM SUPPORT LAWS


Country/area Providing for victim compensation Providing for victim 
compensation


Providing for victim 
representation


Providing for victim 
representation


Existence Enforcement Existence Enforcement


Slovenia Yes Full Yes Full


Solomon Islands No Yes Limited


South Africa No No


Spain Yes Full Yes Full


Sudan Yes Partial Yes Full


Swaziland No Yes Full


Sweden Yes Full Yes Full


Switzerland Yes Full Yes Full


TFYR Macedonia Yes Partial Yes Not enforced


Tajikistan Yes Full Yes Full


Thailand Yes Full Yes Full


Trinidad and Tobago Yes Limited Yes Partial


Tunisia No Yes Full


Turkey Yes Full Yes Full


Tuvalu Yes Full Yes Full


Uganda Yes Partial Yes Limited


United Arab Emirates No No


United Kingdom Yes Full No Not enforced


United Republic of Tanzania No Yes Limited


United States of America Yes Full No


Uzbekistan No Yes Partial
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PREFACE 
The Global Study on Homicide is a search for solutions. By bringing together the available data, the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime seeks to shed light on different phenomena, from lethal gang violence 
and the role of firearms to links with inequalities and gender-related killings, and in this way support 
targeted action. I hope that the research and analysis contained in the study are used in this spirit – not to 
designate “murder capitals” but to learn, understand and strengthen prevention.  


Criminal activity is responsible for many more deaths worldwide than armed conflict and terrorism 
combined. Unless the international community takes decisive steps, targets under Sustainable 
Development Goal 16 to significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates by 2030 will not 
be met.  


The Americas continue to report high homicide rates. Young men are especially at risk, with a homicide 
rate for men aged 18 to 19 estimated at 46 per 100,000 – far higher than the risk faced by their peers in 
other regions. Firearms are also involved far more often in homicides in the Americas than in other parts 
of the world.  


By contrast, Europe has seen a decline in the homicide rate by 63 per cent since 2002 and by 38 per cent 
since 1990. The rate in Asia has fallen by 36 per cent since 1990. Data collection overall has improved since 
the previous Global Study on Homicide, but there remain serious gaps in the availability of reliable data for 
African countries. There are also indications that homicide is underreported in the official statistics in 
Pacific countries.  


This study offers particular insights into the gender-related killing of women and girls. “Femicide” 
represents just a small percentage of the overall number of homicides, but our analysis indicates that the 
drivers of this type of lethal violence require tailored responses. Killings carried out by intimate partners 
are rarely spontaneous or random, and should be examined as an extreme act on a continuum of gender-
related violence that remains underreported and too often ignored. 


The Global Study on Homicide 2019 also documents successes in preventing and addressing lethal violence. 
In particular, the study offers examples of effective community-based interventions in settings afflicted by 
violence, gangs and organized crime. These accounts show that with targeted interventions backed by 
sustained engagement and trust between communities and law enforcement, bringing down homicide 
rates is possible. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE CONCEPT OF 
INTENTIONAL HOMICIDE 
Intentional homicide is the ultimate crime and has ripple effects that go far beyond the original loss of 
human life. For homicide also blights the lives of the victim’s family and community, who may therefore be 
described as “secondary victims”. It creates a violent environment that has a negative impact on society, 
the economy and government institutions. Homicide is not limited to people living on the margins of 
society; rather, it can affect all people, irrespective of their age, sex, ethnicity and socioeconomic 
background. Since homicide has an impact on people from all walks of life, all facets of homicide need to 
be analysed. 


The study of intentional homicide is relevant not only because of the gravity of the offence, but also 
because intentional homicide is one of the most measurable and comparable indicators for monitoring 
violent deaths. Because of its lethal outcome, homicide is particularly amenable to temporal (longitudinal) 
and cross-national (geographic) comparisons: it tends to have greater definitional specificity than other 
crimes in different historical and national contexts.1 Homicide is an act that meets with virtually universal 
condemnation, and homicide statistics are accordingly considered to be relatively reliable and valid – both 
at the national level and for longitudinal and cross-national comparisons. 2  As a readily measurable 
indicator, homicide is both a reasonable proxy for violent crime and a robust indicator of levels of violence 
within States.3 


When attempting to measure the scale of homicide it is important to have a clear definition that provides 
guidance on which specific acts of killing are to be considered intentional homicide. Certain contextual 
challenges may arise when intentional killings have to be disentangled from other killings during situations 
of collective violence, such as armed conflict or civil unrest. 


The International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS),4 developed by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), provides a framework for the definition and classification of unlawful 
killings, both in conflict and non-conflict situations. Homicide is defined in ICCS as “unlawful death inflicted 
upon a person with the intent to cause death or serious injury”. This statistical definition contains three 
elements that characterize the killing of a person as “intentional homicide”: 


1. The killing of a person by another person (objective element) 
2. The intent of the perpetrator to kill or seriously injure the victim (subjective element) 
3. The unlawfulness of the killing (legal element) 


For recording purposes, all killings that meet the criteria listed above are to be considered intentional 
homicides, irrespective of definitions provided by national legislations or practices. Killings as a result of 
terrorist activities are also to be classified as a form of intentional homicide. 


ICCS also provides a statistical framework for disentangling homicides from other conflict-related deaths. 
When applying this framework and aggregating the various forms of lethal victimization perpetrated 
globally, it transpires that a relatively small share is attributable to conflict deaths. The greatest burden of 
lethal victimization ultimately stems from homicidal violence. 


Among the various forms of violent death, the core element of intentional homicide is the complete liability 
of the perpetrator, which differentiates it from killings related to armed conflict and war, self-inflicted 
death (suicide), killings due to legal interventions and justifiable homicide (such as self-defence), and from 
deaths caused by reckless or negligent actions, which were not intended to take a human life 
(non-intentional homicide). 


 
1  Johnson, B. D., Van Wingerden, S. and Nieuwbeerta, P., “Sentencing homicide offenders in the Netherlands: offender, victim, and 


situational influences in criminal punishment”, Criminology, vol. 48, No. 4 (November 2010), pp. 981–1018. 
2  Marshall, I. H. and Summers, D. L., “Contemporary differences in rates and trends of homicide among European nations”, Handbook of 


European Homicide Research: Patterns, Explanations, and Country Studies (New York, Springer, 2012). 
3  UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2013 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 14.IV.1). 
4  UNODC, International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS): Version 1.0 (Vienna, 2015). 
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Source: UNODC. 
 
Various circumstances, motivations and relationships can act as driving forces of homicide, and they are 
often overlapping and multifaceted. Although it can sometimes be difficult to distinguish between the 
different elements that drive homicide, the Global Study on Homicide uses a classification of homicide into 
three main typologies: homicide related to interpersonal conflict, homicide related to criminal activities 
and homicide related to sociopolitical agendas. 


By improving understanding of the underlying patterns and trends related to homicide at the global, 
regional and national levels, this study can support governments in their efforts to address root causes and 
enhance public health and criminal justice responses to violence.  This aim is also enshrined in the 
Sustainable Development Goals, target 16.1 of which reads: “Significantly reduce all forms of violence and 
related death rates everywhere”, while the associated indicator 16.1.1 is defined as: “Number of victims of 
intentional homicide per 100,000 population, by sex and age”. A summary of the interplay between the 
Sustainable Development Goals and homicidal violence is provided below. 


 


Summary of the interplay between homicidal violence  
and the Sustainable Development Goals 


 


Poverty is a risk factor associated with violent crime and victimization at both the 
individual and national level. At the individual level, people may resort to violent crime 
as a means of survival. At the national level, a shrinking economy may be accompanied 
by reduced investment in law enforcement systems, leading to a state of lawlessness, in 
which citizens are more exposed to violent crime. High levels of violence can also drive 
property values down and undermine business growth, thus exacerbating poverty, 
which can in turn lead to further violence. Large-scale violence hinders efforts to reduce 
poverty. 


Target 1.4 …access to basic services, ownership and control over land… 


Insecure land tenure and access to land in the context of an inadequate legal framework 
that does not enforce individual property rights can create disputes and produce a high 
level of violence. 


 


Homicide is among the leading causes of death among young people (aged 15 to 29) in 
some countries and, in general, results in millions of years of life being lost annually. 
High levels of violence, including homicide, put a heavy strain on public health services, 
particularly in developing countries where resources are already scarce. Moreover, 
mental health issues are more common in countries with comparatively high levels of 
lethal violence, which places a further burden on public health services. On the whole, 
a high level of violence shortens life expectancy significantly. 
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High levels of homicide and violence in general can have a negative impact on schooling 
and educational outcomes. Because of the diminished economic opportunities faced by 
young people who fail to receive a high-quality education, they are more likely to engage 
in delinquent and violent behaviour, which can ultimately even lure them into organized 
criminal structures. Education in both formal and informal settings is a key element in 
reducing violence because it helps to strengthen key life skills that build resilience to 
crime and victimization, and also to increase employment opportunities, which act as a 
protective factor against crime and violence. 


 High and persistent levels of violence are a threat to achieving gender equality. Societies 
with pronounced gender inequality tend to be characterized by higher levels of 
interpersonal violence against women, including lethal violence. Conversely, the 
empowerment of women has been shown to be accompanied by a decrease in the level 
of intimate partner violence. Greater autonomy and independence, when also 
combined with a higher social status, help to protect women from the risk of homicide. 


 


Lethal violence results in both direct and indirect monetary costs for society and can 
impede economic growth. Sustained economic growth can improve economic 
conditions and access to health and social services, and thus reduce some of the risk 
factors associated with a higher level of violence. An increase in the proportion of young 
people who are not economically active (not in employment, education or training) is 
linked to an increase in levels of homicide. 


 


Countries with greater income inequality are more likely to have higher homicide rates 
than countries with less inequality. Economic developments that exacerbate income 
inequality both within and between countries can foster criminal violence. Sociopolitical 
inequality, notably unequal access to resources, is known to be a root cause of violent 
behaviour. Marginalized people are more likely to become victims of violence, which 
makes their efforts to enjoy equal rights even more arduous. Unequal access to 
education and health services has also been found to be linked to higher levels of 
homicide, as have higher infant mortality rates. 


Target 10.7…facilitate orderly, safe, and responsible migration and mobility of 
people… 


There is some evidence pointing to a zero or negative correlation between homicide and 
migration at the macro level, whereas other findings suggest that they are positively 
correlated. Migration may therefore increase or decrease levels of crime depending on 
specific national and subnational contexts, which in turn may either hinder or facilitate 
the integration of migrants in host countries. For example, migration can sometimes 
reduce aggregate levels of crime, including violent crime, by increasing labour market 
opportunities for both native- and foreign-born populations 


 


Although cities provide opportunities, jobs and services for their inhabitants, they are 
also rife with direct and indirect risks of violence. A poorly managed high population 
density, high levels of income inequality, high prevalence of mental illness and drug 
dependence, the potential for anonymity, and the existence of gangs and organized 
crime groups are among the factors that increase those risks in urban areas. On the 
other hand, cities can offer protection against violence because they tend to be more 
affluent, have higher policing levels and provide better access to medical services and 
educational facilities than non-urban areas. Such protective factors can offset the risk 
factors mentioned earlier, but it is worth emphasizing that every city, and indeed every 
neighbourhood, has unique characteristics that shape and influence homicide rates. 
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Conflict over resources has always been a major driver of violence, both at interpersonal 
and national level. Climate scientists estimate that changes associated with the global 
increase in temperatures and other forms of environmental degradation will greatly 
exacerbate violent conflicts in the future. High temperatures have been independently 
associated with violent aggression, but potentially more important are the effects that 
climate change could have on the economy and migration. 


 


There is a clear link between prevalence of the rule of law and levels of homicidal 
violence. Strengthening the rule of law and making criminal justice systems fairer and 
more effective can prevent violence by reducing recidivism, serving as a deterrent to 
violent behaviour, and promoting trust in public authorities and values that increase 
social cohesion. A high level of homicide can place an additional burden on criminal 
justice systems with already limited resources, and is one of the factors behind prison 
overcrowding, depending on specific national contexts. Measures that increase the 
efficiency of criminal justice systems – notably by improving access to legal aid, 
eliminating inhuman prison conditions, avoiding excessive and lengthy pre-trial 
detention, and reducing the degree of impunity of perpetrators – can bring down 
homicide rates. Conversely, a low homicide rate can help maintain effective and fair 
criminal justice institutions. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1. Latest trends 
Homicide rates are falling, but not quickly enough to achieve the relevant targets 
under Sustainable Development Goal 16 
The overall risk of suffering a violent death as a result of intentional homicide has been declining 
steadily for a quarter of a century. In 2017, there were 6.1 homicide victims per 100,000 
population worldwide, compared with a rate of 7.4 in 1993. While gaps still remain in terms of 
the quality and availability of national data, these estimates are based on the latest and most 
comprehensive data submitted by Member States to UNODC up to 2017. 


Homicide rate (victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 population), by region, 2017 


 


Source: Estimates based on UNODC homicide statistics. 
Note: Error bars represent the regional/global sum of lower and upper estimates at the national level. 


However, the global homicide rate is calculated as a proportion of the population and it has declined only 
because the global population has risen. This means that the increase in the global population has been 
higher than the increase in the overall number of homicide victims recorded worldwide. The overall 
number of people killed in homicides increased from 362,000 in 1990 to 464,000 in 2017.  


Total number of homicide victims, by region, 2017 


 
Source: Estimates based on UNODC homicide statistics.  
Note: Error bars represent the regional sum of lower and upper estimates at the national level. 
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Crime kills far more people than armed conflict 


 
Criminal activity causes many more deaths than conflicts and terrorism combined. The 464,000 victims of 
homicide surpass by far the 89,000 killed in armed conflicts and the 26,000 fatal victims of terrorist violence 
in 2017. Organized crime alone can be a significant source of lethal violence; since the start of the twenty-
first century, organized crime has resulted in roughly the same number of killings as all armed conflicts 
across the world combined. It is estimated that an average of roughly 65,000 killings every year were 
related to organized crime and gangs over the period 2000–2017, and that up to 19 per cent of all 
homicides recorded globally in 2017 were related to organized crime and gangs. 


 


Organized crime kills as many people as all armed conflicts combined 


 


 


Between 2015 and 2017 the total number of homicide victims worldwide increased by 4 per cent, or around 
19,000 victims. If this trend continues, target 16.1 (“significantly reduce all forms of violence and related 
death rates everywhere”) under Sustainable Development Goal 16, which was set in 2015, will not be met 
by 2030. 
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Risk of becoming a victim of homicide varies widely according to region 
The 2017 global homicide rate masks dramatic regional variations. Countries in the Americas reported 
173,000 victims of intentional homicide – 37 per cent of the global total in a region that accounts for only 
13 per cent of the world’s population. The homicide rate of 17.2 victims per 100,000 population in the  


Americas was the highest recorded in the region since reliable records began in 1990. Africa was the only 
other region with a homicide rate exceeding the global average, with 13.0 victims per 100,000 population, 
or 163,000 victims in total. 


Homicide rate and population size 


 
Source: Estimates based on UNODC homicide statistics. 


By contrast, the homicide rate in Europe was 3.0 per 100,000 population. There were 22,000 homicide 
victims in Europe, 5 per cent of the global total in a region accounting for 10 per cent of the global 
population. The lowest regional rate of homicide in 2017 was reported in Asia, with 104,000 victims 
representing a rate of 2.3 per 100,000 population. Asia, which contains 60 per cent of the global population, 
accounted for 23 per cent of total homicide victims worldwide.  


Current trend indicates that sustainable Development Goal 
target 16.1may not be reached by 2030 
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Homicide rate, by country or territory, 2017 


 
The boundaries and names shown and the designation used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations. Dashed lines represent undetermined boundaries. The dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and 
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. The final 
boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.  


Source: UNODC homicide statistics. 


 


Killing of women by intimate partners or family members is rising 


Homicide victims, by sex and region (rates and counts), 2017 


 
Some 87,000 women and girls were intentionally killed in 2017, a decrease from 2012. The share of women 
killed by intimate partners or other family members, however, rose from 47 per cent of all female homicide 
victims in 2012 to 58 per cent in 2017, and the overall number who lost their lives to this type of homicide 
rose from 48,000 victims in 2012 to 50,000 in 2017. The home remains the most dangerous place for 
women, who continue to bear the heaviest burden of lethal victimization as a result of inequality and 
gender stereotypes. 
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Although women and girls account for a far smaller share of victims of homicide in 
general than men, they bear by far the greatest burden of intimate partner/family-


related homicide, and intimate partner homicide. 


 


Number of children killed in homicides has remained stable for a decade 
Children aged 14 years or under make up a small share of the total number of homicide victims recorded 
worldwide. Thus, in 2017 some 21,540 children in that age group were killed in homicides, which is less 
than 5 per cent of the global total for that year. The trend appears to be broadly stable, with data from the 
United Nations Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems suggesting that roughly 
21,000 children in this age group have lost their lives in homicides each year since 2008. 


Globally, the risk faced by children aged 14 years or under of falling victim to homicide has not changed 
significantly: the homicide rate for girls stood at 0.9 per 100,000 in both 2008 and 2017, while the rate for 
boys fell from 1.3 in 2008 to 1.2 in 2017.  


In Europe, the risk faced by children has decreased considerably in recent years – for boys aged 14 or under, 
the overall rate dropped from 2.0 in 2008 to 1.4 in 2017, while for girls in the same age group it fell from 
1.2 to 0.8 over the same period. Notably, the homicide rates for both boys and girls aged 0 to 14 years 
recorded in Europe were higher than the global average. 


In the Americas, a slight increase in the homicide rate for boys aged 14 and under was recorded – from 1.6 
in 2008 to 1.7 in 2017. For girls in the same age group, the homicide rate in 2017 was 1.0, the same level 
recorded in 2008. 


Homicide rate of males aged 0–14 years and 15–29 years, worldwide, 2008–2017 


 
Source: Estimates based on UNODC homicide statistics. 
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Homicide rate of females aged 0–14 years and 15–29 years, worldwide, 2008–2017 


 
Source: Estimates based on UNODC homicide statistics. 


 


Some cities in the Americas have registered falling homicide rates even though 
national rates have risen 
UNODC analysis of trends in 68 cities across 66 countries shows an average 34 per cent drop in homicide 
rates between 2003 and 2016 in those cities, compared with a 16 per cent decrease in the corresponding 
national rates. In the Americas, the difference in trends between urban and national homicide rates is even 
more striking. Over the same period there was an average drop of 29 per cent in the 17 largest cities, while 
national homicide rates rose by 2 per cent. These figures suggest that the increases in homicidal violence 
reported in some countries in the Americas have happened outside the big cities. 


Journalists are increasingly targeted outside conflict zones 
The number of journalists killed each year between 2007 and 2017 fluctuated from a low of 46 in 2008 to 
a high of 124 in 2012, according to estimates by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). The vast majority were local journalists and most of the killings took place in 
countries experiencing armed conflict. However, more than half of the 80 journalists killed in 2017 lost 
their lives in countries not affected by armed conflict as such. 
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City homicide in Central America and South America 


 
Cities with a population smaller than 250,000 are not displayed on the map. The boundaries and names shown and the designation used on 
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 


Source: UNODC homicide statistics.  


Reflecting the recent shifts in war zones, the largest share of killings in 2017 was recorded in Asia and the 
Pacific, which accounted for 40 per cent of the total. In 2016, the most dangerous geographical area for 
journalists had been the Arab States, where 34 per cent of that year’s total number of victims lost their 
lives. Those States include Iraq, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen, all three of which were experiencing 
armed conflicts in 2016 and 2017. Overall, the UNESCO figures show that journalists faced a slightly lower 
risk in the period 2015–2017 than they did in the period 2012–2014. Fourteen fewer journalists were killed 
in the period 2015–2017 than in the earlier three-year period – a drop of 5 per cent. This contrasts with 
the situation for aid workers, who faced a slightly increasing risk between the same two periods. Data from 
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the Aid Worker Security Database show that the number of aid workers killed rose by 1 per cent from 
2012–2014 to 2015–2017.   


Number of journalists killed, by region, 2012–2016 


 
Source: UNESCO and University of Oxford, World Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media Development: 2017/2018 Global Report 
(Paris, UNESCO, 2018). 


 


Homicide rates remain high in the Americas even as they plummet elsewhere 
Homicide rates have been consistently high in the Americas for three decades. The region’s average rate 
remained at more or less the same level between 1990 and 2016, fluctuating slightly from a low of 14.5 to 
a high of 16.7 per 100,000 people – compared with a global average that varied between 6.0 and 7.4 over 
the same period. The rate in the Americas jumped to 17.2 in 2017, reaching the highest level since at least 
1990. 


  Male homicide rate in the Americas is almost 10 times that of females 


 
The picture varies hugely within the region and within individual countries. In Central America, for example, 
the country with the highest homicide rate in 2017 had a rate of 62.1, more than seven times that of the 
country with the lowest. In South America, the country with the highest homicide rate had a rate of 56.8, 
more than 16 times that of the country with the lowest. Within countries, high homicide levels are 
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clustered, with some local populations facing homicide rates comparable to death rates in conflict zones 
and others having a negligible risk. 


In contrast to the Americas, the homicide rate in Europe has declined by 63 per cent since 2002, and by 38 
per cent since 1990. In Asia the rate has fallen by 36 per cent since 1990. The limited data available for 
African countries suggest a declining trend followed by stagnation at a high level. 


Young men are particularly at risk in the Americas 
Older teenagers living in the Americas face a high risk of becoming homicide victims. According to data 
from 15 countries in the region in 2016, the homicide rate for adolescents aged 18–19 years was 46 per 
100,000 – far outstripping the risk faced by people in that age group in other regions and worldwide. Young 
men aged 15–29 years in the Americas are also disproportionately affected by homicide in comparison to 
their peers in other regions and worldwide. The estimated homicide rate in 2017 for men in that age group 
in the Americas was 64 per 100,000. 


Firearm-related homicides predominate in the Americas 
Shooting has long been the most common cause of death in homicide cases worldwide. In 2017, slightly 
more than half of all homicides were carried out with firearms, whereas only one fifth involved sharp 
objects.  


In the Americas, firearms were involved in roughly three quarters of homicides in 2017, which accounted 
for more than one quarter of the homicides worldwide that year. Some countries with high proportions of 
firearm-related deaths tend to have high rates of homicide, which may indicate that firearms and high 
homicide levels are linked. 


 


Firearms were involved in more than half 
 of all homicides worldwide in 2017 


 
Note: The number of homicide victims shown in the infographic above excludes those killed by unknown mechanisms, which amount to 
roughly 23,500 victims.   
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Most prevalent mechanism* used in the perpetration of homicide in the Americas and Europe,  
2013–2016 


 
The boundaries and names shown and the designation used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United 
Nations. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North ern Ireland concerning 
sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas). 


Source: UNODC homicide statistics.  


Note: *The calculation presupposes three categories of mechanism (firearms, sharp objects and other); only cases where a reliable 
breakdown into these three categories was available are considered. The calculation adjusts for homicides of “unknown mechanism”. 


Elsewhere in the world, firearm killings are less common than in the Americas – measured both on a per 
capita basis and as a proportion of all homicides. Still, in Asia firearm-related deaths constitute the largest 
share of homicide cases, although on a smaller scale overall. The limited data for Africa suggest that 
firearms are also a prominent mechanism for perpetrating homicide in the region, roughly on a par with 
mechanisms other than sharp objects and firearms. Countries where sharp objects are the main 
mechanism of killing tend to have low homicide rates. 


Gangs and organized crime drive homicide rates in parts of Central America 
As homicide rates are frequently associated with slow-changing social and economic indicators they also 
change slowly. When there are rapid shifts in homicide rates, the explanation often has to do with 
organized crime. The relationship between organized crime and violence is complex. There are parts of the 
world with a high prevalence of organized crime but low rates of homicide. Sudden spikes in homicide rates 
are often associated with changes in the power relationships between competing organized crime groups. 
These changes can be brought about by many factors, such as the sudden appearance of a lucrative 
contraband flow, which can cause the groups involved to come into conflict. This could be observed 
recently in parts of Brazil, Honduras and Mexico, where an increase in the cocaine flow caused homicide 
rates to spike in some localities, whereas other areas saw stable or declining homicide rates. Street gangs 
are a special kind of organized crime group, and conflict with rival groups is often key to the identity of the 
gang. Parts of the United States have experienced a long-term decrease in gang-related violence, while 
gangs are a key driver of high homicide rates in parts of Latin America.   
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Scale of killings in Africa and in the Pacific is not yet fully understood 


The scale of homicide and long-term trends are difficult to gauge in Africa because the raw statistics for 
many countries are not available. Major upheavals such as the “Arab Spring” disrupted data-gathering in 
some countries, while others have lacked the resources to collect data in the first place. 


Although the UNODC Global Homicide Statistics data set covers 202 countries and territories, and 96 per 
cent of the world population, data coverage is below average in Africa. Some countries have neither reliable 
criminal justice data on homicide nor accurate mortality statistics that can be used as an alternative. 


Official reports of homicides in Pacific countries tend to deviate substantially from information on violence 
contained in hospital records, suggesting that homicide rates in those countries may be much higher than 
suggested by the official figures. Police in Papua New Guinea, for example, say it is likely that homicide is 
significantly underreported. Although this can be partially explained by the extreme isolation of some 
communities, an important factor is that many people in urban areas are still more inclined to report crime 
to traditional leaders rather than to the police. 


Global data on homicide have improved since the previous edition of the Global Study on Homicide in terms 
of quality and disaggregation, but many gaps still need to be filled if the different types and drivers of 
homicide are to be fully understood – something that is essential for designing more effective prevention 
policies. 


Gender-related killing of women and girls is starting to be understood 
In the 1970s, the term “femicide” became widely used to describe the killing of women. However, there is 
no consensus on the kind of crimes this label covers, how to record such crimes, or whether they can be 
regarded as “gender related” when the motive is often difficult to prove or is not recorded. These issues 
make it challenging to compare global or regional data on “femicide”, particularly for those killings that 
happen outside the family. Instead, UNODC relies on data related specifically to women killed by intimate 
partners or other family members. Although the indicators used do not cover all gender-related killings of 
women and girls, this category does include most of these killings and the data are comparable across 
countries. As a result, using this category makes it possible to disentangle such types of female homicide 
from the rest, and helps construct a global picture of the scale of gender-related killings of women. 


The death of those killed by intimate partners is not usually the result of a random or spontaneous act, but 
rather the culmination of gender-related violence that is rooted in historically unequal power relations 
between men and women. This gender-based violence is overwhelmingly underreported. Fear of reprisals, 
economic and psychological dependence, and lack of faith in the police may induce women not to report 
instances of gender-related domestic violence. This reluctance is particularly widespread in developing 
countries, where there is often a stigma attached to being a victim of this kind of crime, or it is accepted 
that domestic violence is a part of everyday life. 


Asia accounted for the largest number of all women killed worldwide by intimate partners or other family 
members in 2017, with an estimated 20,000 victims. However, an estimated 19,000 women in Africa also lost 
their lives in this way. Africa has a much smaller population, meaning that women in Africa run a greater risk of 
being killed by an intimate partner or other family member than women in Asia. 
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Even though the largest number of women and girls are killed by intimate partners or 
other family members in Asia, they run the greatest risk of falling victim to intimate 
partner/family-related homicide in Africa. 
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2. Victims and perpetrators 
Homicide continues to be a largely male phenomenon 
Some 81 per cent of homicide victims recorded in 2017 were men and boys, and the global homicide rate 
for the male population is roughly four times the rate for women and girls. This broad pattern holds true 
for each region, although there are variations. For example, male homicide rates are 8 to 11 times higher 
than female rates in parts of the Americas – a much wider margin than seen in other regions. 


While men are more likely than women to be victims of homicide, they are even more likely to be the 
perpetrators. More than 90 per cent of suspects in homicide cases in 2014, 2015 and 2016 were men. Of 
just over 133,500 people brought into formal contact with the criminal justice system for intentional 
homicide in 49 countries and territories in 2016, only 10 per cent were female. The sex ratio of homicide 
convictions followed a similar pattern: in 74 countries with available data between 2010 and 2017, women 
made up just 6 per cent of all people convicted of homicide, with the share in Europe (9 per cent) being 
slightly higher than in Africa (5 per cent), the Americas (7 per cent) and Asia (6 per cent).  


Men commit about 90 per cent  
of all homicides recorded worldwide 


 
Young men are particularly vulnerable in areas with gang violence and organized crime 


Men and male adolescents aged 15–29 are at the highest risk of homicide globally. This is largely due to 
the situation in the Americas, where the drivers of homicidal violence are frequently gangs and organized 
crime, and injuries from firearms are the most frequent cause of death – factors that are known to favour 
the prevalence of young men as victims and perpetrators. 


In other parts of the world, older men run the greatest risk of falling victim to homicide. For example, in 
Europe, men aged 30–44 are the most vulnerable population group. 


Although women generally face a much lower homicide risk than men, the age profile of women and 
adolescent victims closely follows the pattern for male victims in each region. 
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Women comprise the vast majority of victims of homicide perpetrated by 
intimate partners 
Women were the victims in 82 per cent of homicides carried out by intimate partners during 
2017, which confirms how women continue to bear the greatest burden of victimization in the 
context of intimate partner violence. 


 
Men who kill their partners have different profiles to other killers 
Men who kill their intimate partners have a markedly different profile to men who kill outside relationships, 
according to studies from several European countries. They tend to have better jobs and enjoy a higher 
standard of living than other perpetrators, and often have no criminal background. One study found that 
men who killed their partners were better educated than other homicide perpetrators and had fewer gaps 
in their employment history. 


Researchers have frequently identified the causes of such killings as jealousy, possessiveness, fear of 
abandonment, and mental illness. 


Gender disparities depend on age and the overall homicide rate 
In high‐homicide countries, males comprise a higher share of homicide victims 


Criminologists have understood for almost a century that rising homicide rates almost always go hand in 
hand with a widening gender gap: the larger the number of killings, the higher the proportion of male 
victims and perpetrators. This rule still holds true across all regions and countries. It means that a change 
in homicide rates can usually be explained as a change in rates of male offending.  


In Central America, for example, eight times as many men as women were killed in 2017. In one country 
alone, when the number of murders increased rapidly between 2013 and 2015, over 90 per cent of the 
additional victims were men and boys. The strongest driver of the increase was gang conflict, in which both 
perpetrators and victims are highly likely to be male. 


On the other hand, in low-homicide countries in Asia, the odds of falling victim to homicide are not strongly 
affected by gender. Some countries in Asia and Europe have roughly equal numbers of women and men 
killed in homicides. 


This highlights the importance of considering more broadly the differences between male-on-male 
homicides and those involving women. Homicides involving men tend to be affected to a greater extent by 
sociopolitical developments, drug markets and other volatile factors that cause spikes in killings. Homicides 
involving women tend to be determined by long-term issues such as gender roles, social norms, the status 
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of women in society, discrimination and gender equality. Since these factors are less volatile, the rate at 
which women are killed tends to be more stable. 


Gender disparities among victims start to appear during the teenage years 


Girls and boys aged 9 and under are killed at roughly equal rates, in marked contrast to all other age groups, 
in which males make up more than 50 per cent of homicide victims, according to data from 41 countries. 


In some developing countries girls run a higher risk of infanticide than boys, or of suffering educational and 
nutritional neglect. This is linked to cultural and socioeconomic factors that perpetuate son preference and 
discrimination against girls, causing parents to value girls less than boys. 


In economically advanced countries, the killing of boys and girls by their parents remains an important 
cause of child mortality. Young boys generally run a slightly higher risk of being killed, possibly owing to 
boys’ perceived aggressiveness calling for harsher discipline. In extreme cases, such discipline may have 
lethal results. In developing countries, child mortality is related to disease, infections and poor nutrition to 
a much greater extent than in developed countries. Consequently, lethal victimization by parents becomes 
a more significant cause of child mortality in developed, economically advanced countries. 


In all regions, the likelihood of boys becoming victims of homicide increases with age, although this process 
occurs at different stages. In the Americas, male victims begin to predominate in the 10–14 age group, 
while in Europe the turning point is the 18–19 age group. 


Global shares of children and adolescent victims of homicide, by age and sex, 2016 


 
 


Young children are at risk of falling victim to homicide but can also be 
perpetrators 
Very young children are more likely to be killed by their mothers, older children by their fathers 


Evidence in booklet 6 of this study suggests that while filicide accounts for only a small share of total 
homicides, in economically advanced countries it can be an important cause of death among young 
children. In the Member States of the European Union, for example, mortality among children is mainly 
related to conditions originating in the perinatal period and congenital malformations. As advances in 
public health systems have made children less vulnerable to disease and infections, external causes of 
mortality such as homicide have become prominent.  


When a very young child is killed by a family member, one or both parents are responsible in an 
overwhelming number of cases. Long-term trends suggest that the mother is the most likely perpetrator 
during the first year of the child’s life, after which the father is more likely to kill the child. Unmarried young 
mothers may sometimes kill their newborn because of the social stigma attached to illegitimacy.  
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This type of homicide can be explained by factors such as violent parental attitudes and the use of harsh 
disciplinary methods, mental health issues of one or both parents, and social marginalization. 


Terrorist  and  violent  extremist  groups  continue  to  recruit  and  use  children  for  combat 
operations and suicide attacks 


Hundreds of children lost their lives as a result of acts of violence carried out by terrorist and violent 
extremist groups in 2017. Some of those acts involved children operating as suicide attackers. Security 
officials and policymakers continue to face challenges posed by new strategies adopted by terrorist and 
violent extremist groups – not least their use of social media as a tool of propaganda and recruitment. 


Ageing populations can sometimes be linked to falling homicide rates 
Countries with ageing populations tend to have low homicide rates, while high levels of homicide occur in 
countries with large youth populations. This broad pattern holds true for the ageing societies in Europe 
and Asia, and for the younger populations in the Americas and Africa. 


Statistics tracking the homicide rate from 1950 to 2015 in some countries with ageing populations show a 
close relationship between the homicide rate and the proportion of the population aged 15–29. As the 
share of younger people in the population declined, the homicide rate also declined. 


However, researchers have long questioned the assertion of a direct causal relationship between the 
homicide rate and the proportion of young people in the population. Some countries in Asia, for example, 
have very young populations but low rates of homicide. This suggests that, apart from the number of young 
people, there are other factors, such as poverty and marginalization, that influence the homicide rate. 


Youth unemployment may be a factor in rising homicide rates 
There is no clear correlation between unemployment rates and levels of homicide. In fact, most countries 
with high levels of violence have relatively low unemployment rates. However, even when researchers 
have found no correlation in large data sets, the stress related to unemployment appears to be a 
contributing factor to homicide. Indeed, sudden job loss can trigger individual homicide events. 


UNODC analysis and other studies have found a link between youth unemployment and levels of violence 
and homicide, particularly against a backdrop of violence perpetrated by street gangs and organized crime 
groups. 


3. Reasons for killing and drivers of homicide 
Lessons from history can help to frame strategies for reducing homicide 
Homicide rates in Western Europe have broadly been declining for centuries 


Much effort has been expended on explaining the decline in crime, including homicide, in affluent societies 
since the 1990s. Advances in security technology and the transition to cashless societies are among the 
most popular explanations. However, the study of judicial documents in Western Europe going as far back 
as the thirteenth century suggests that homicide rates have been declining for more than 600 years. Parts 
of medieval and early modern Europe experienced homicide levels roughly comparable to those of the 
most violent places in the world today. 


The reasons for this decline are not entirely clear, but probably include the gradual expansion of the State’s 
monopoly on power, the increasing rule of law, the proliferation of schools and literacy, and the promotion 
of self-discipline. 
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Homicide rate in selected countries in Europe, 1200–2016 


 
Source: Eisner, M., “From swords to words: does macro-level change in self-control predict long-term variation in levels of homicide?”, 
Crime and Justice, vol. 43, No. 1 (2014), pp. 65–134; Eisner, M., “Modernity strikes back? A historical perspective on the latest increase in 
interpersonal violence (1960–1990)”, International Journal of Conflict and Violence, vol. 2, No. 2 (2008), pp. 288–316. 


Note: Data until 1850 are estimates based on local and regional studies and averaged for 50-year periods. Data from about 1850 are 
national homicide rates, based on either police statistics or mortality statistics. 


 


Similar histories can throw up divergent patterns of homicide 


An analysis of historical homicide trends in Singapore and Jamaica included in booklet 2 of this study shows 
that countries with a similar history can display markedly different patterns in homicide. Singapore and 
Jamaica both went through colonization by the British and experienced similar levels of lethal violence over 
the greater part of their history. The homicide rate in both countries fell during the second half of the 
nineteenth century, broadly in line with trends in Western Europe, but then surged in the 1920s. However, 
from the mid-twentieth century onwards the two countries took divergent paths. While homicide rates in 
Jamaica increased by an average of 4.4 per cent per year for five decades, Singapore experienced an 
average decline of roughly 4.2 per cent per year over the same period. 


Research suggests that the decline in crime rates in Singapore should be interpreted in the wider context 
of improvements in education, health care, life expectancy and wealth. In Jamaica, the steady increase in 
homicide can be traced to the rise of gun and gang violence and feuds between rival political factions. 
Targeted crime reduction policies, effective policing and the combating of corruption in the police force, 
along with victim support schemes and rehabilitation programmes, are the key elements of the 
Singaporean model of governance that helped bring down levels of violence and crime. In post-
independence Jamaica, the police force remained politicized and inspired little public confidence, both of 
which undermined interventions seeking to tackle violent crime. 
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Long-term trend in homicide rates in Jamaica and Singapore 


 
Sources: Singapore, 1855–1940: Tai, W. S., “Murder and other crimes in the Straits Settlements”, MPhil thesis, University of Cambridge, 
2010; Singapore, 1955–1964: Ting, S. K. and Tan, K. K., “Post-mortem survey of homicides in Singapore (1955-1964)”, Singapore Medical 
Journal, vol. 10, No. 4 (December 1969), pp. 243–247; Singapore, 1965–2016: World Health Organization (WHO) mortality statistics; Colony 
of Jamaica, 1870–1961: Blue Book of the Island of Jamaica, later Handbook of Jamaica; Jamaica, 1962–2016: “Crimes known to the police”, 
Jamaica Constabulary Force annual reports. 


Note: Selected years highlighted with homicide rates. 


The male‐centric nature of homicide manifested itself globally after the Second World War 


Before the Second World War, the risk of becoming a victim of homicide was roughly the same for men 
and women across the world. Since the 1950s, however, the male risk has either fallen at a lower rate than 
the female risk or increased at a faster rate. 


This is true for all regions, particularly during times of armed conflict when the risk of men becoming victims 
tends to spike, as seen in France during the Algerian War of 1954–1962, in Northern Ireland during the 
Troubles in the 1970s, and in Hungary during the revolution of 1956. 


Trend in homicide victims, by sex, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 1911–
2017 


 
Source: Office for National Statistics (United Kingdom). 
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Drugs and alcohol can drive certain types of violent crime 
Drugs and alcohol are linked to crime through three well-recognized mechanisms. The 
“psychopharmacological” mechanism refers to the increased inclination of individuals to commit crime, 
notably violent crime, while under the influence of psychoactive substances. The “economic-compulsive” 
mechanism can be observed when individuals who are dependent on substance use engage in acquisitive 
crime in order to fund their habit.  


The relative strength of the association between drug use and acquisitive and violent crimes does appear 
to reflect in part the known effects of drugs on the brain and their dependence-inducing character. In 
general, there is stronger evidence for a link between drug use and acquisitive crime; however, it should 
be borne in mind that acquisitive crimes may also have a violent character.  


In the case of alcohol, the connection with antisocial behaviour and crime appears most clearly when 
consumption is measured in terms of heavy episodic drinking. The “systemic” mechanism is mainly relevant 
to drugs; it refers to crime linked to the activities of drug traffickers. This mechanism is more complex to 
describe because it involves developments that disrupt the status quo, such as changes to established 
routes and the balance of power among the various actors. 


Influence of psychoactive substances among homicide perpetrators, 2015 or latest available year 


 
Source: UNODC homicide statistics. 


Note: Data from 17 countries yield an estimate of 37 per cent of homicide perpetrators being under the influence of a psychoactive 
substance, in most cases alcohol, when committing the offence. 


Governance and economic development can explain homicide rates 
Socioeconomic development explains current homicide levels in Asia and Europe, but in other 
regions the link is less evident 


Differences in homicide rates across countries in Europe and Asia can be explained mostly in terms of their 
level of socioeconomic development. Policies aimed at achieving improvements in life expectancy, wealth, 
education and other crucial development areas would be expected to push homicide rates down in those 
two regions. 


In some countries in Europe and Asia, however, there are exceptionally high and low levels of homicide 
that cannot be explained by socioeconomic development alone. In such instances, factors such as a high 
alcohol consumption rate or progress on gender equality can explain, respectively, the relatively higher or 
lower homicide rate that may be observed within a given country. 
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Socioeconomic development fails to explain differences in homicide rates in the Americas and 
Africa 


The wide availability of firearms in the Americas, along with the proliferation of gangs and organized crime 
groups, helps to explain why many countries in the region experience a higher level of homicide than one 
would expect from their development level. Similarly, in Africa armed conflicts are likely to have created 
an environment that is conducive to lethal violence, given the resulting political instability, erosion of the 
rule of law, poverty and inequality. Furthermore, in many countries in those two regions the benefits of 
economic growth in terms of poverty reduction and increased job opportunities have not translated into a 
reduction in violence. In fact, some countries in Africa and the Americas have experienced rising homicide 
rates even as their economies have grown. 


Income inequality is more strongly linked to homicide than other aspects of development 


Countries with large gaps between rich and poor are likely to have higher homicide rates than those with 
less pronounced income inequality. This relationship explains almost 40 per cent of the variation between 
countries. The link holds over time, meaning that increased levels of violence correlate with increased 
levels of inequality, and provides a potential explanation for the fact that economic growth in the Americas 
and Africa has been accompanied by rising homicide rates. While high levels of homicide can have a 
negative impact on economic growth, rising prosperity alone does not necessarily lead to lower levels of 
violence. For if the benefits of economic growth are not evenly distributed, those who miss out may well 
decide to resort to violent and criminal activities. In fact, economic growth that exacerbates income 
inequality drives criminal violence even more. 


The correlation between inequality and homicide rates is not perfect, however. The evidence for such a 
correlation is weak in low-income countries, and the relationship is not so pronounced in countries in Asia, 
suggesting that the cultural context plays a role there, too. Also, research in South America points to a link 
between high homicide rates and broader indicators of inequality, such as higher infant mortality rates or 
unequal access to education or health services.  


Long‐term investment in education policies is associated with a drop in the homicide rate 


Education appears to be a key factor in shaping homicide levels in all regions. Several low-homicide 
countries in Asia have followed strikingly similar trajectories – emphasis on education and training has been 
accompanied by a falling homicide rate. This suggests that such policies may play a more significant role in 
reducing interpersonal violence than any specific crime prevention or punishment policy. A study of 
homicide statistics between 1990 and 2005 from a range of countries similarly shows that homicide was 
more likely to decline in countries that invested more heavily in education and focused on longer-term 
policymaking in that area. 


 
A study in Latin America and the Caribbean showed that an increase in the share of high-school graduates 
by two percentage points was linked to a reduction in the homicide rate by one victim per 100,000 people. 
Conversely, the “bulging” of the youth population in developing countries can cause challenges for the 
education system and place additional stress on already overstrained labour markets. The combination of 
this youth bulge, poor education and high levels of unemployment may push young people to engage in 
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delinquent and violent behaviour and even to be lured into organized crime structures. These processes 
drive high levels of homicide in some countries. 


Environmental changes and competition for resources can drive homicide 


There are clear examples in some regions of how resource scarcity can lead to homicidal violence. In 
Afghanistan, for example, more than 70 per cent of all serious crime, including homicide, is caused by land 
disputes. This is partly because the authorities do not have the capacity to deal with land-grabbing and 
cannot enforce land rights. Similar weak enforcement of land rights and scarcity of resources helped to 
explain killings by cattle raiders in South Sudan, which reached a peak during 2014. In East Africa, climate 
change has caused the waters of Lake Chad to recede, leading to a decline in fish stocks, the disappearance 
of arable land, and vanishing opportunities for local people. The African Union has pointed out that these 
processes are prompting some people to join armed groups as an alternative source of income. 


These isolated cases suggest that violence and homicide can be linked to environmental problems and 
resource scarcity, although understanding of the processes involved is still at an early stage. Such factors 
often appear to be part of more complex dynamics involving political exclusion, corruption and unequal 
distribution of resources, making it difficult to pinpoint causes and effects. 


Fatalities resulting from cattle raids in South Sudan, 2011–2015 


 
Source: Gebreyes, Y. A. et al., The Impact of Conflict on the Livestock Sector in South Sudan (FAO, 2016). 
 


Strengthening the rule of law is central to reducing homicide levels 


Homicide cases that are not cleared up by the police, or that do not result in conviction of the perpetrator, 
fuel impunity. High levels of impunity may be a consequence of high rates of homicide, which stretch the 
capacity of overburdened law enforcement agencies and prevent them from investigating each case 
thoroughly. Impunity also varies depending on the type of homicide. For example, killings carried out by 
gangs or organized crime groups tend to be more challenging to investigate than those perpetrated by 
intimate partners or other family members. 


One way of measuring impunity for homicide is to compare the homicide rate with the rate of convictions 
for homicide. The gap between high homicide rates and low conviction rates in 2016 was widest in the 
Americas, where there were only 24 convictions per 100 victims. In Europe, there were 53 convictions per 
100 victims, and in Asia there were 47. Between 2007 and 2016 in 43 countries with available data, the 
number of people convicted per 100 homicides decreased from 47 to 39. 


Bolstering the rule of law has been shown to reduce homicide levels. The key indicator of a strong rule of 
law is the development of an independent judiciary, which can help to boost the legitimacy of governing 
institutions, provide dispute-resolution mechanisms that discourage recourse to violence, and reassure 
citizens that individual rights will be protected. In developing countries, where a substantial share of the 
population is impoverished, a functioning criminal justice system is also essential to protect the poor from 
violence. 
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The rule of law: making the vicious circle virtuous 


 
Nations that fail to establish strong security and justice systems, within a framework of respect for human 
rights, are more likely to suffer spirals of chronic violence and insecurity. Weak rule of law leads to impunity 
and creates an environment in which criminals can operate more easily. 


Sustainable Development Goal 16 commits public authorities to improving the rule of law through 
measures such as widening access to legal aid, improving prison conditions, and reducing the number of 
wrongful convictions and the excessive use of pre-trial detention. 


Popular theories often fail to explain a complex reality 
Urban growth does not seem to cause an increase in homicide 


The rapid growth of cities and the consequent mass movement of people from rural to urban areas have 
frequently been cited as possible drivers of homicide. However, UNODC analysis of data from 68 cities 
suggests that there is no positive correlation between urban growth and increases in homicide rates. In 
fact, the population in the sample cities grew by 9 per cent between 2005 and 2016, but the number of 
homicides decreased by 26 per cent. This relationship holds for all regions, with the strongest diverging 
trends in Asia, followed by Europe. 


On the basis of this analysis it can be concluded that cities and rapid urban growth are not risk factors for 
rising levels of homicide. As at the national level, it is the presence of organized crime groups, inequality, 
and poor governance and infrastructure that contribute to the homicide risk in cities. However, each city, 
and even each neighbourhood, has its own risk factors that need to be addressed through careful 
policymaking. 


Gangs, organized crime and drug trafficking do not always generate high homicide rates 


Large-scale organized criminal activities, including international drug trafficking, can take place without 
much violence as long as the crime is “well organized”. During the 1990s in South-Eastern Europe, for 
example, the simultaneous shocks of the Yugoslav wars and of transition to a market economy allowed 
organized crime groups to operate with relative impunity. Despite this, homicide rates in most States in 
South-Eastern Europe have been low and declining. The average national rate in those States in 2015 was 
about 1.4 victims per 100,000 people – comparable to the rate in France. 


In Western Europe, the Netherlands has a high level of drug trafficking, yet the homicide rate there is 
comparatively very low. Meanwhile, the authorities in Spain and Italy have reported an influx of migrants 
from the Americas who claim membership of Latino gangs such as the Latin Kings and Mara Salvatrucha. 
Although gang members have been implicated in violence and serious crime in those two countries, the 
effects on the overall homicide rate are unknown. 


By contrast, in the Americas membership of organized crime groups and gangs is largely responsible for 
the high homicide rates in that region. However, the relationship is not straightforward. As argued in 
booklet 3 of this study, high homicide rates caused by organized crime groups can soar even higher when 
such groups lose control. An example of this phenomenon is what happened after the crackdown on the 
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Mexican drug cartels that began in 2007. By 2011, the homicide rate had tripled – a rapid change that 
cannot be explained by long-term factors. The homicide rate then stabilized until 2015, when the cartels 
began to fragment and diversify, and the homicide rate started to rise again, resulting in an all-time high 
of more than 30,000 killings in 2017. Jamaica suffered a similar turn of events during the first decade of the 
twenty-first century, when drug routes shifted from the Caribbean to Mexico, causing a spike in the 
homicide rate as organized crime groups imploded. 


Law enforcement officials can be the source of lethal violence as well as its victims 


Globally, there is a lack of reliable data on killings of police officers or on the risks they face. Statistics from 
a small number of countries suggest a diverse relationship between police officer fatality rates and the 
prevalence of lethal force. For example, in Kenya, during 2015, police officers were killed at a rate of 72 per 
100,000 police, whereas there were 5 homicide victims per 100,000 people in the general population. This 
means that the risk faced by Kenyan police officers was 14 times higher than the average. However, in both 
Jamaica and Brazil the police were less likely to be victims of homicide than the population at large. In some 
countries, for every killing of a police officer there are fewer than 10 killings by police, while in others the 
ratio can be three or four times as high.  


Migrants are more likely to be killed by other migrants 


The relationship between migration and homicide levels has divided researchers – some have found that 
levels of immigration have had no effect on homicide rates, others have found a positive correlation. These 
differences of opinion may result from a lack of reliable data – the way the authorities record the 
backgrounds of offenders and victims differs between countries. 


However, if we consider recorded incidents from Western European countries only, the evidence suggests 
that the victims of migrant offenders are often migrants themselves. Homicides in Western Europe are 
often perpetrated within communities, among people who share a formal or informal social relationship 
or are even members of the same family. This link can be seen in countries such as Germany, where the 
share of foreign victims rose from 20 per cent of all homicide victims in 2015 to 29 per cent in 2016. At the 
same time, the share of foreign offenders grew from 24 per cent to 31 per cent. Other Western European 
countries have recorded similar patterns. 


Shares of victims of intentional homicide, by citizenship (based on 31 countries), 2016 


 
Source: UNODC homicide statistics. 
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Shares of suspected perpetrators of intentional homicide, by citizenship (based on 32 countries), 
2016 


  
Source: UNODC homicide statistics. 


People held in prisons are more at risk of homicide than those outside prison in some countries 


Prison populations are reliant on State officials to ensure their security, yet in some countries the homicide 
rate among prisoners is substantially higher than in the general population. This relationship holds in 
countries as diverse as Australia, the United Kingdom and Panama.  


Homicides in prison per 100,000 prison population, selected countries, average for 2010–2016 


 
Source: UNODC homicide statistics.  
Note: Excluding countries that reported no homicides in prisons over the reporting period, or for which data on homicide in prisons were 
not available. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
The information and data presented in the Global Study on Homicide 2019 illustrate the magnitude of lethal 
violence worldwide. Even though the number of homicide victims recorded worldwide has been steadily 
increasing, the global homicide rate has decreased because of an increase in the overall population. The 
drivers of homicide are manifold, and socioeconomic factors such as inequality, unemployment and 
political instability can create environments that are conducive to lethal violence. Demographic 
characteristics, such as the sex and age of an individual, may act as either drivers of, or protective factors 
against, homicide.  


Policies aimed at tackling homicide should address drivers of homicide both at the individual level (such as 
the age and sex of a person) and at the macro level (such as unemployment, inequality, absence of the rule 
of law, the prevalence of gender stereotypes in society and the presence of organized crime). Targeted and 
efficient interventions require a comprehensive understanding of the scale of homicide and its various 
drivers, which is essential for ensuring that Sustainable Development Goal targets related to violence can 
be met by 2030. 


Progress on target 16.1 of the Sustainable Development Goals (“significantly reduce all forms of 
violence”) is not on track; it is necessary to scale up crime and violence prevention programmes in order 
to achieve that target by 2030, in particular by devoting more attention to combating organized crime 


Since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015, the number of homicide 
victims has been increasing. If this trend is not reversed, the target of significantly reducing all forms of 
violence (target 16.1 under Goal 16) will not be achieved by 2030. To achieve this target, it is necessary to 
scale up efforts to prevent homicidal violence at all levels: subnational, national, regional and international.  


Since the start of the twenty-first century, organized crime has resulted in roughly the same number of 
killings as all armed conflicts across the world combined. Moreover, just like armed conflicts, organized 
crime destabilizes countries, undermines socioeconomic development and erodes the rule of law. 
Unfortunately, the financial resources and political attention currently devoted to this problem at the 
international level are inadequate. At the United Nations, the Security Council, the Economic and Social 
Council, and the General Assembly have increasingly been discussing issues related to organized crime and 
security, but more is still needed in terms of resources and political commitment. 


High levels of homicidal violence are concentrated in geographic and demographic “pockets”, so 
achieving target 16.1 of the Sustainable Development Goals requires interventions within the specific 
regions, countries, communities and population groups that are most at risk 


While in many parts of the world (Europe, Asia) homicide rates have been declining for decades, other 
regions (the Americas, Africa) are disproportionately affected by (lethal) violence. Moreover, trend data 
spanning nearly three decades show that this “violence gap” is not narrowing but actually widening further. 


Efforts to reduce the global number of homicide victims can be more effective if they target those parts of 
the world most affected by homicidal violence, particularly certain countries in South and Central America, 
Africa and Asia. Even in countries with high national rates of homicide, killings are often concentrated in 
specific states, provinces and cities. Bringing down overall homicide rates depends ultimately on tackling 
lethal violence in these “hotspots”. 


Reducing high homicide levels is feasible. The Global Study on Homicide 2019 documents a series of 
successful community-based interventions that have successfully curbed homicidal violence in settings 
where high homicide rates have been driven by general violence, gangs and organized crime. Among the 
successful ingredients of these programmes are the engagement of communities and the support provided 
by various local and state-level institutions. Another such ingredient is police reform aimed at bringing the 
work of law enforcement closer to the community (e.g. through community policing, strengthening trust 
in the police among the local population, police patrols, and crime prevention measures aimed at young 
people that are implemented jointly by the community and the police). High levels of violence are strongly 
associated with young males, both as perpetrators and victims, so violence prevention programmes should 
focus on providing support to young men to prevent them from being lured into a subculture of violence 
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(e.g. gangs, drug dealing, criminal lifestyle). Similarly, those who are already mired in such a subculture 
need to receive help so that they can extricate themselves from it, for example, through social work, 
rehabilitation programmes and raising awareness of non-violent alternatives. 


Certain people are at greater risk of being killed at work because of insecure working environments and, in 
some cases, also because of the nature of their profession. The role of journalists in promoting inclusive 
and sustainable societies was recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Significantly, 
one of the targets of Goal 16 is to ensure public access to information, and one of the indicators associated 
with that target is the number of journalists and other media workers killed, tortured and kidnapped, or 
who have disappeared or been arbitrarily detained. Journalists will need to receive better protection if this 
target is to be realized. 


While the level of homicide may drop rapidly when organized crime groups or gangs opt for “truces”, the 
only way of obtaining a long-term and sustainable reduction in the homicide rate is by combating 
impunity, improving the rule of law and governance, and investing in education 


There are examples of homicide rates plummeting briefly when organized crime groups or gangs have 
agreed to a truce or become the dominant group in an area and no longer need to impose control through 
violence. However, such drops in the homicide rate cannot secure a lasting reduction in violence by 
themselves. 


There is a strong association between high homicide rates and low levels of convictions for homicide. 
Homicide cases that are not “closed” by means of a lawful conviction and sanctioning of the perpetrator 
fuel impunity, which in turn can lead to more homicides and overtax the criminal justice system as it 
struggles to bring perpetrators to justice. By virtue of its nominal monopoly on violence, the State has a 
duty to protect its citizens from violence and punish wrongdoers. This calls for significant investment in 
criminal justice resources, particularly in those countries where impunity is rife. 


Homicides in prisons are widespread: indeed, in many countries the homicide rate within prison walls 
exceeds the rate outside them. Since the State is directly responsible for the well-being of persons in its 
custody, high levels of violence and killings perpetrated within a country’s penitentiary system point to a 
problem that must be addressed at the State level. Efforts should be made to establish a physically and 
mentally safe environment for inmates in prisons. To that end, prison authorities should ensure that 
prisoners have access to education, vocational training and adequate health-care services. 


High levels of homicide can also be caused by a system that fails to rehabilitate offenders before they are 
released into society. Accordingly, one of the most efficient measures for curbing levels of crime, violence 
and homicide outside prison is to focus on reducing recidivism through investment in rehabilitation 
programmes. Such programmes have often proved effective in encouraging desistance from crime. 


Studies of historical trends in homicide rates serve to highlight the vital role played by good governance 
and the rule of law, as well as by trusted and professional police and justice systems, in reducing crime and 
violence. Moreover, such studies also point to the strong positive effect of participatory socioeconomic 
development mediated by policies that promote social cohesion and leave no one behind. As history 
teaches us, a governance model centred on the rule of law, control of corruption and investment in human 
development through policies that provide universal education, health care and decent public housing – 
thereby minimizing social segregation – always succeeds, in the long run, in bringing down the rate of 
violent crime. 


Investment in socioeconomic development is likely to lead to reduced levels of homicide in Europe and 
Asia, but that is not necessarily the case in the Americas  


The link between development and homicide is complex. Investment in socioeconomic development tends 
to reduce the homicide rate; conversely, low levels of homicide enable socioeconomic development. 
However, the relationship is not linear everywhere. In Europe and Asia, the different levels of 
socioeconomic development across countries explain their different homicide rates reasonably well; 
therefore, development policies in such countries are likely to be beneficial in terms of violence reduction. 
This is in contrast to Latin American countries experiencing elevated homicide rates that cannot be 
explained by their level of socioeconomic development alone. In such cases, investment in socioeconomic 
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development would not be sufficient to bring down the high level of violence. Structural changes in 
governance and consolidation of the rule of law are more likely to be effective in reducing homicide in Latin 
America. 


Gender-related killings of women and girls can be prevented by means of improved coordination across 
state-provided services, and also through the engagement of men 


Policies that seek to prevent and reduce homicidal violence need to take into account the demographics 
of victims. Depending on their age and sex, people may be affected by homicide in different ways, and this 
calls for targeted policy responses. 


Gender-related killings of women and girls, as measured by the rate of female victims of homicide who are 
killed by intimate partners or other family members, have remained stable over the last five years, which 
suggests that women continue to bear the heaviest burden of victimization as a result of gender 
stereotypes and inequality. 


Killings by intimate partners or other family members predominantly affect women. The levels of such 
killings appear to be relatively stable over time and show less variation across countries than those of other 
forms of homicide. Combating this type of homicide requires long-term structural changes that address 
domestic violence through a holistic approach. This involves fostering changes in attitudes to gender roles, 
reducing dependency, and protecting women and other vulnerable groups through a policy of zero 
tolerance to violence. In countries with relatively low homicide rates, and in which women make up a large 
share or even the majority of homicide victims, reducing homicide rates further will remain an elusive goal 
unless such policies are successful in reducing killings by intimate partners or other family members. 


Policies addressing this form of violence against women should actively engage men in combating intimate 
partner/family-related violence by disseminating cultural norms and values that promote equality between 
women and men and the elimination of stereotyped gender roles. Concrete measures to involve men and 
boys in ending violence against women, and thus the gender-related killing of women and girls, include: 
providing education to boys and girls from an early age that promotes gender equality; and implementing 
programmes within local communities aimed at questioning existing gender stereotypes, discussing 
notions of gender and masculinity, and transforming gender roles. 


Killings of women by intimate partners represent the culmination of long-term violence and they can be 
prevented. Policies need to be implemented to ensure that women have access to a comprehensive range 
of services provided by the police, the justice system, and health and social care agencies. Training should 
be given to police and law enforcement officers to sensitize them to the needs of women and ensure they 
can identify and adequately respond to situations of domestic abuse. Impunity for the perpetrators of 
domestic violence should not be tolerated. Moreover, there should also be policies that provide easy access 
to specialized support services, such as shelters and helplines, which can give women the support they 
need to leave an abusive relationship. 


Support should be provided to parents in order to prevent the killing of very young children, and a safer 
environment outside the family should be fostered to prevent the killing of adolescents and young adults 


Children, adolescents and young adults can make up a sizeable share of homicide victims, depending on 
the factors that drive the level of homicide within a country. Very young children are often killed by those 
who are supposed to nurture and protect them: their parents. Policies that seek to tackle the homicide of 
very young children should focus on the health and social support provided to parents, as well as on child 
protection as such. Providing medical assistance to mothers throughout pregnancy, during childbirth and 
throughout the first months of an infant’s life helps reduce the prevalence of infanticide and other forms 
of violence against children. Welfare policies can relieve economic stressors faced by families and therefore 
have a positive impact on the safety and well-being of children. 


The risk of children becoming victims of homicide outside the family sphere starts to increase from early 
adolescence onwards. Significantly, the risk increases more rapidly for boys than for girls, especially in 
regions with high levels of gang violence and organized crime, which take a disproportionate toll on male 
adolescents and young men. 
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Young males are overwhelmingly affected by homicide when high levels of lethal violence are driven by 
gangs, organized crime and violence in communities. In order to tackle child and youth homicide related to 
such factors, policies should be aimed at strengthening community programmes that focus on limiting the 
availability of firearms and building trust between the local population and the law enforcement 
authorities. There should also be policies to ensure that children and young people are able to continue 
their education and, where appropriate, pursue vocational training that helps them integrate into the 
labour market. 


Tackling the mechanisms related to homicide, such as firearms, can bring about a significant reduction 
in homicide rates 


Comprehensive data and information about mechanisms that facilitate homicide perpetration can guide 
policymakers in devising more effective, targeted interventions. 


Firearms are crucial enablers of high levels of homicide. Civilian possession of firearms is positively 
correlated with the homicide rate, even though it may become secondary to other factors of a 
socioeconomic nature, most notably income inequality. Stricter regulation of firearm ownership, along 
with efforts to reduce the number of illicitly held firearms, can help lower the rate of firearm-related 
homicide. However, a noticeable reduction in homicide can be obtained only if other factors are addressed 
at the same time. While restricting access to firearms may reduce the overall homicide rate, the impact on 
the overall rate may in fact be lower than on that of firearm-related homicide because perpetrators may 
start resorting to other methods. 


Alcohol and drugs are important facilitators of violence and homicide 


In terms of absolute numbers, the role of alcohol in homicide cases appears to dwarf that of other 
substances. In particular, the frequency of heavy episodic drinking is a predictor of violent behaviour. 
Policies that promote responsibility and moderation in the use of alcohol (through educational 
programmes, awareness-raising and restricting access to alcohol at certain hours) can lead to a meaningful 
reduction in alcohol-related violence. 


The link between drug use and different forms of crime is complex, but it emerges most clearly in its 
association with acquisitive (as opposed to violent) crime. In such cases, an “economic-compulsive 
mechanism” forces drug users to look for ways of funding their drug habit. However, the 
psychopharmacological properties of certain drugs have also been linked to an increased propensity for 
violent crime. Providing evidence-based treatment to people suffering from drug use disorders and 
dependence is beneficial not only for their health but also because it reduces the risk of their becoming 
involved in crime. This can have positive ripple effects on their lives and on society as a whole. 


There is still a need for comprehensive data to improve understanding of the scale of homicidal violence 
in Africa and parts of Asia, and for more refined disaggregation of homicide statistics around the globe 


Given that there is evidence of widespread lethal violence in many parts of Africa and Asia, the gathering 
of comprehensive data on intentional homicide – including breakdowns by sex, mechanism and situational 
context – should be prioritized in those two regions. At the moment, the gathering of such comprehensive 
data is still beyond the capacity of many countries across the world, and particularly so in Africa. 


In the medium to the long term, application of the International Classification of Crime for Statistical 
Purposes (ICCS) is an important step towards developing comprehensive and comparable crime statistics, 
including statistics on intentional homicide. The ICCS classification was developed by UNODC in 
collaboration with experts in a process involving input from over 75 States Members of the United Nations. 
ICCS helps national authorities to strengthen their data collection capacities and, consequently, to 
understand the patterns and drivers of crime better. In the context of homicide, ICCS requires the 
disaggregation of victims and offenders by a number of factors (e.g. age, sex, citizenship and victim-
offender relationship). Moreover, disaggregation by event variables (e.g. the situational context in which 
the crime was perpetrated and the mechanism of killing) makes it possible to characterize homicides more 
effectively. The sustained and consistent application of ICCS by more and more countries around the world 
will yield abundant high-quality data and facilitate more detailed analysis of homicidal violence in its 
various dimensions.  











Vienna International Centre, PO Box 500, 1400 Vienna, Austria
Tel: +(43) (1) 26060-0, Fax: +(43) (1) 26060-5866, www.unodc.org


Since the publication of the previous edition in 2014, the Global Study on Homicide has 
been expanded into a special six-booklet format, five of which are dedicated to thematic 
areas relevant to the study of the ultimate crime.  


Booklet 1 of the Global Study on Homicide 2019 summarizes the content of the five 
subsequent substantive booklets by reviewing their key findings and highlighting a set of 
policy implications derived from the analyses presented in them. Booklet 2 provides an 
overview of international homicide counts, rates, trends and patterns, and of criminal justice 
responses to homicide. Booklet 3 examines drivers and mechanisms of, and contributors 
to, homicide, and looks at the different homicide typologies. The latter is done in an effort 
to improve understanding of the contexts in which homicide is perpetrated, as this can 
inform more effective policymaking. Booklet 4 analyses the relationship between homicide 
and development with reference to the Sustainable Development Goals by looking in detail 
at the main pillars of development and their reciprocal relationship with homicide and 
violence. Booklet 5 gives an overview of the scope of gender-related killings of women 
and girls. It contains an in-depth analysis of killings perpetrated within the family sphere 
and also examines forms of gender-related killings perpetrated outside the family sphere. 
Booklet 6 deals with the homicide of children, adolescents and young adults, and covers 
different types of child killings within and outside the family. 


As in previous years, the Global Study on Homicide 2019 is aimed at improving understanding 
of this complex phenomenon and at providing policymakers with an updated dataset of 
cross-national data that evaluates the scale of homicide globally. 


The statistical annex is published on the UNODC website: https://www.unodc.org/gsh/
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Next release: 
To be announced


Release date: 
7 February 2019


Contact: 
Meghan Elkin 
crimestatistics@ons.gov.uk 
+44 (0)20 7592 8695


Article


The nature of violent crime in England and 
Wales: year ending March 2018
A summary of violent crime from the year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England 
and Wales and police recorded crime.


Correction


28 February 2019 13:15


A correction has been made to the percentage of CSEW violent incidents reported to the police. This was due to 
an error when implementing a methodological change. We have corrected this error. You can see all previous 
versions of this data on the previous versions page. We apologise for any inconvenience.



https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/types-of-official-statistics/
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1 . Main points


Trends in violent crime


Over the last two decades the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) has shown long-term reductions in 
estimates of violent crime. Victimisation rates decreased from 4.7% of adults being a victim of violent crime in 
1995 to 1.7% in the year ending March 2018. However, over the last four years levels of violent crime measured 
by the CSEW have remained fairly flat, indicating a change in the previous downward trend.


While the overall level of violent crime showed no change compared with the previous year, there is evidence of 
increases in some lower-volume, higher-harm violent offences recorded by the police.


The number of homicides recorded by the police showed a fourth consecutive annual rise in the year ending 
March 2018, following a long-term decline.


Police recorded crime and NHS data have also indicated rises in the number of offences involving knives or 
sharp instruments over the last four years. These offences tend to be concentrated in London and other 
metropolitan areas.


The nature of violent crime


Violent crime covers a broad range of offences and CSEW estimates indicate that over half (53%) of all violence 
measured by the survey resulted in no injury to the victim. In cases involving injury, most were assaults with 
minor injuries, such as scratches or bruises.


Younger adults were more likely to be victims of violent crimes than those in older age groups. This pattern was 
more pronounced for incidents where the perpetrator was a stranger or acquaintance compared with incidents of 
domestic violence.


Men were more likely to be victims of violent crime where the perpetrator was a stranger or acquaintance. 
However, women were more likely to be victims of domestic violence perpetrated by a partner or ex-partner, or 
other family member.


Over half (57%) of all violent incidents were experienced by repeat victims. This was most common among 
victims of domestic violence.


The CSEW showed that more than half of violent incidents in the last year (62%) did not come to the attention of 
the police.


About this release


This article focuses on newly released data on the nature of violent crime for the year ending March 2018. 
Contextual information on trends in violent crime is also presented. To ensure consistency with “nature of crime” 
data, these figures cover the period up to the year ending March 2018. It is important to note that these are not 
the latest figures on trends in violent crime. Figures covering later periods have been published in the Crime in 


 quarterly statistical bulletin.England and Wales



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/previousReleases

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/previousReleases
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2 . How is violent crime defined and measured?


Violent crime covers a wide range of offences from minor assaults (such as pushing and shoving), harassment 
and abuse (that result in no physical harm), through to wounding and homicide.


This article includes information on violent crime from two main sources:


the year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW)


violent crimes recorded by the police in the year ending March 2018 1


CSEW violent crime


The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) is a face-to-face victimisation survey. People resident in 
households in England and Wales are asked about their experiences of a selected range of offences in the 12 
months prior to the interview. More information on the methodology can be found in the Crime statistics Quality 


.and Methodology Information report


Violent crime statistics from the CSEW are presented under the overall category of “Violence”, which is then 
broken down into:


violence with injury – consisting of wounding and assault with minor injury


violence without injury – where the victim is punched, kicked, or pushed with no resulting injury


Additional breakdowns are also provided based on the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator 
(domestic, acquaintance, and stranger). Both actual and attempted assaults are included in CSEW figures.


This article presents estimates on violent crime from both the adult CSEW and an additional element of the 
survey that covers children aged 10 to 15 years. There are some important methodological differences between 
the adult and child survey in the way estimates of crime are derived. These differences mean that estimates are 
not comparable across these two elements of the survey. Minor incidents that are normal within the context of 
childhood behaviour and development can be categorised as criminal when existing legal definitions of offences 
are applied. See the  for more information.User guide


The CSEW covers both crimes that are reported to the police and those that are not. Therefore, for the violent 
crimes it covers, the survey provides a reliable estimate of trends as a consistent methodology has been used to 
measure these crimes since the survey began in 1981.


However, not all violent crimes are covered by the CSEW. The survey does not cover homicide as it is based on 
the responses of victims. It also does not cover the population living in group residences (for example, halls of 
residence), and those not resident in households (for example, tourists). The CSEW is also not well-suited to 
measuring crimes that occur in relatively low volumes, for example, higher-harm violent crimes like gun and knife 
crime. Estimates of less frequently occurring crime types can be subject to substantial variability from one time 
period to another, making it difficult to interpret short-term trends.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/crimeinenglandandwalesqmi

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/crimeinenglandandwalesqmi

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales
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Following a public consultation, in November 2016 we announced a methodological change to the handling of 
. Data were first published implementing this change alongside the repeat victimisation in the CSEW Crime in 


 bulletin. The trends remain similar, however, the change has England and Wales: year ending September 2018
resulted in an increased estimated number of violent incidents across the entire time series. As the revised time 
series back to 1981 has now been published, these data are not comparable with data published in previous 
releases. For more information, see Improving victimisation estimates derived from the Crime Survey for England 


.and Wales


All changes reported in this article, based on the CSEW, are statistically significant at the 5% level unless stated 
otherwise.


Police recorded violent crime


The other main source used in this bulletin is the number of violent crimes reported to and recorded by the police.


The coverage of police recorded violent crime is defined by the Notifiable Offence List . This includes a broad 2


spectrum of offences, ranging from assault without injury and harassment, to offences such as homicide. There 
are some crimes that may involve some degree of violence but are not covered in this article, which focuses on 
victim-based offences. For example, public order offences recorded by the police may involve violence, but no 
specific victim is identified. See  for police recorded figures on Appendix Table A4, year ending September 2018
public order offences.


Police recorded crime figures are supplied to Office for National Statistics (ONS) (via the Home Office) by the 43 
territorial police forces of England and Wales, plus the British Transport Police . As with the CSEW, both actual 3


and attempted assaults are included in the figures.


The police recorded crime series covers a broader set of offences and a wider population than the CSEW (for 
example, residents of institutions, tourists and crimes against commercial bodies). It is a better source of data for 
high-harm, but low-volume, violent crimes that are not well measured by a sample survey. However, police 
recorded crime statistics are affected by changes in recording practices and police activity, and cannot provide a 
full count of crime as not all crimes are reported to the police. Police recorded crime data have been assessed 
against the Code of Practice for Statistics and found not to meet the required standard for designation as National 
Statistics .4,5


A renewed focus on the quality of crime recording by the police in recent years is thought to have led to improved 
compliance with the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS), leading to a greater proportion of reported 
crimes being recorded by the police .6


Despite improvements made in the recording of violent crime in recent years, the  from latest inspection reports7


Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) suggest that these offences 
are still significantly under-recorded by the police . For more information see Chapter 5 “Police recorded crime” in 8


the .User guide to crime statistics for England and Wales


This means caution should be taken when interpreting police recorded crime trends. While they provide a useful 
measure of the level of crime-demand on the police, overall trends in police recorded violent crime do not 
currently provide a reliable measure of the most commonly occurring types of violent crime. However, police 
recorded crime data are thought to provide a more reliable indication of trends in relation to higher-harm but less 
common types of violence involving guns and knives. The occurrence of such crimes are not well measured by 
the CSEW and so the police figures provide the main source of data.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/improvingestimatesofrepeatvictimisationderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/improvingestimatesofrepeatvictimisationderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/?cat=crime-recording-2&type=publications&s&force&year

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales
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1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  


6.  


7.  


8.  


The Home Office are continuing to implement an improved data collection system called the Data Hub. This 
allows the police to provide more detailed information to the Home Office, such as characteristics of victims and 
associated aggravating factors of crimes. The migration to the Data Hub is ongoing and for police forces 
providing data via the Data Hub. A more in-depth analysis of police recorded violent crime is included in this 
article as Experimental Statistics in advance of all forces being able to do so.


Together, the CSEW and police recorded crime provide a fuller picture of violent crime than either source on its 
own and neither should be viewed in isolation.


Notes for: How is violent crime defined and measured?


The article does not include data on robbery or sexual offences with the exception of data on police 
recorded offences involving a knife or firearm. See  dataset and Nature of crime: robbery Sexual offending: 


 for more information.victimisation and the path through the criminal justice system


The Notifiable Offence List includes all indictable and triable-either-way offences (which could be tried at a 
crown court) and a few additional closely related summary offences (which would be dealt with by a 
magistrate). For information on the classifications used for notifiable crimes recorded by the police, see 
Appendix 1 of the .User guide


Police recorded crime figures are continually updated. At the time this release was published, the appendix 
tables published alongside  provided the most Crime in England and Wales: year ending September 2018
up-to-date data on crime recorded by the police in the year ending March 2018.


The full assessment report can be found on the  website. Data from the Crime UK Statistics Authority
Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) continue to be badged as National Statistics.


The National Statistics status of statistics about unlawful deaths based on the  was restored Homicide Index
in December 2016. The Home Office Homicide Index includes detailed statistical returns from the police on 
every homicide (murder, manslaughter and infanticide) recorded in each force area.


The  report, published by HMICFRS in late 2014, found that Crime-recording: making the victim count
violent offences had been substantially under-recorded (by 33% nationally) and led to police forces 
reviewing and improving their recording processes.


These reports were published between 2016 and 2019, and the most recent reports were published on 15 
January 2019. Seven re-inspection reports have also been published.


Findings from the 30 inspections suggest that crime recording practices by police forces in England and 
Wales are, in general, improving. Five of the forces who received a rating of “inadequate” at initial 
assessment have since been re-inspected and their ratings improved (two forces to “outstanding”, two 
forces to “good” and one force to “requires improvement”).


3 . What is the extent of violent crime?


The year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) estimated that 1.7% of adults aged 
16 years and over were a victim of violent crime in the previous 12 months  (1 Appendix Table 3, year ending 


), equating to 1.4 million incidents of violence:September 20182


0.9% were a victim of violence without injury


0.5% were a victim of assault with minor injury


0.4% were a victim of wounding



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimerobbery

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/sexualoffendingvictimisationandthepaththroughthecriminaljusticesystem/2018-12-13

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/sexualoffendingvictimisationandthepaththroughthecriminaljusticesystem/2018-12-13

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/previousReleases

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/images-assessmentreport268statisticsoncrimeinenglandandwale_tcm97-43508-1.pdf

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Letter-of-Confirmation-as-National-Statistics-Assessment-Report-268.pdf

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/crime-recording-making-the-victim-count/

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables
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1.  


Figures were similar to the previous year’s survey.


Just over half (53%) of all CSEW violent incidents in the last 12 months resulted in no injury to the victim (Figure 
1). Of violent incidents involving injury, most of these were assaults with minor injuries, such as scratches or 
bruises.


Figure 1: Crime Survey for England and Wales shows over half of violent crimes result in no injury


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Data relate to adults aged 16 years and over.


The police recorded 1.4 million (1,395,877) violence against the person offences in the year ending March 2018 . 3


This was an increase of 19% compared with the year ending March 2017 (1,170,390 offences). Of these:
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1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  


“violence without injury” accounted for 42% (586,098 offences)


“violence with injury” accounted for 37% (512,631 offences)


“stalking and harassment” accounted for 21% (295,696 offences)4


“death or serious injury – unlawful driving” accounted for 0.05% (726 offences)


“homicide” accounted for 0.05% (726 offences)


This article does not cover homicide in detail. Instead, a separate Homicide in England and Wales: year ending 
 article, which uses data from the Home Office Homicide Index, has been published alongside this March 2018


one. The Homicide Index provides a greater level of detail about the nature of homicide offences recorded by the 
police than the police recorded crime data, and also provides additional information on victims and suspects.


Violent crimes against children


The year ending March 2018 CSEW estimated that 4.4% of children aged 10 to 15 years (423,000) were a victim 
of violent crime  in the previous 12 months, showing no statistically significant change from the previous year’s 5


survey. Children were more commonly victims of violence with injury than violence without injury (3.7% compared 
with 0.8%). Over three-quarters of children experiencing violence with injury (2.8% of children) were victims of 
assault with minor injury ( ).Appendix Table 11, year ending March 2018


The Home Office Data Hub provides data on child victims of violent crime recorded by the police. For the year 
ending March 2018, these data are available for 34 forces who supplied adequate data to the Data Hub. Children 
aged under 16 years were proportionally less likely to be victims of violent crimes recorded by the police in the 
year ending March 2018; those aged under 16 years accounted for 19% of the population, but only 13% of 
victims of violent crime. Further breakdowns by age can be seen in Figure 8 in the “Which groups of people are 
most likely to be victims of violent crime?” section of this article or in .Appendix Table 11


Notes for: What is the extent of violent crime?


“All violence” includes violence with injury (wounding, assault with minor injury), and violence without injury. 
For more information see Chapter 5.1 of the .User guide to Crime Statistics for England and Wales


Due to a change in methodology, please refer to the year ending March 2018 data in the year ending 
September 2018 published Appendix tables.


Police recorded crime figures are continually updated. At the time this release was published, the appendix 
tables published alongside  provided the most Crime in England and Wales: year ending September 2018
up-to-date data on crime recorded by the police in the year ending March 2018.


Stalking and harassment was previously counted under “violence without injury” in police recorded crime 
statistics, but has been separated out into its own category since June 2017.


These are based on a “preferred measure” that takes into account factors identified as important in 
determining the severity of an incident such as the relationship of the victim to the perpetrator and the level 
of injury to the victim. See Chapter 2 of the  for further information.User guide


4 . What are the long-term trends in violent crime?



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingseptember2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales
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The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) provides the best measure of 
long-term trends


For the population groups and offences it covers, the CSEW is the best source for assessing long-term trends in 
violent crime as the survey’s methodology has remained consistent over the full time series.


CSEW violence peaked in 1995 and has fallen by more than two-thirds (68%) since (Figure 2). There was a 
sharp decline of 43% between the year ending December 1995 and the year ending March 2002 surveys (from 
4.5 million to 2.6 million incidents).


More gradual decreases were seen between the year ending March 2002 and March 2014 surveys. Although not 
all years showed declines in the estimates of violent crime, the underlying trend has been downward. However, 
since then there has been no significant change in the level of CSEW violence and trends have remained fairly 
flat over the last four years.


The latest figure (1.7%) is almost one-third of that estimated by the year ending December 1995 survey (4.7%). 
The largest decline over this period has been for assault with minor injury, which at 0.5% in the year ending 
March 2018 was around one-quarter of the rate in the year ending December 1995 (1.8%).
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1.  


2.  


Figure 2: Crime Survey for England and Wales shows long-term reductions in estimates of violent crime 
but little change in recent years


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Following a methodological change to the handling of repeat victimisation in the CSEW, these data are not 
comparable with data published in previous releases. For more information see Improving victimisation 


.estimates derived from the Crime Survey for England and Wales


Prior to year ending March 2002, CSEW respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the 
previous calendar year, so year-labels identify the year in which the crime took place. Following the 
change to continuous interviewing, respondents' experience of crime relates to the full 12 months prior to 
interview (that is, a moving reference period), so year-labels from year ending March 2002 onwards identify 
the CSEW year of interview.


The longer-term reductions in violent crime shown by the CSEW are also reflected in the findings of research 
conducted by the . Their annual survey, covering a Violence and Society Research Group at Cardiff University
sample of hospital emergency departments and walk-in centres in England and Wales, shows that violence-
related attendances in 2017 fell 39% since 2010. In addition, the most recent  admissions data for NHS hospitals
in England show a similar picture.


Assault admissions for the year ending March 2018  (28,179) are 33% lower than the year ending March 2008 1


(42,181 admissions).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/1162414/National-Violence-Surveillance-Network-Report-2017.pdf

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/hospital-admitted-patient-care-activity/2017-18
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2.  


3.  


Recording improvements have driven rises in violent crime recorded by the 
police


In contrast to the recent flat trend shown by the CSEW, police recorded violent crime has increased by 132% 
between the year ending March 2013 and the year ending March 2018, with 1,395,877 violent offences recorded 
in the latest year. This was the highest in a 12-month period since the introduction of the National Crime 
Recording Standard (NCRS) in April 2002. However, these increases are thought to be driven largely by 
improvements in recording in response to concerns over the quality of police crime data . These concerns were 2


highlighted in two Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) inspection 
reports.


Firstly, the  report, published by HMICFRS in 2014, showed that Crime-recording: making the victim count
violence against the person offences had the highest under-recording rates across police forces in England and 
Wales. For more information see the .User guide to crime statistics


The 2015 HMICFRS report, Increasingly everyone’s business: A progress report on the police response to 
, then showed there had been an improved response by police to domestic abuse following an domestic abuse


inspection in 2013.


Police recorded crime data cannot provide information on longer-term trends in violent crime, as major changes 
such as the introduction of the NCRS, and the expansion of the  in April Home Office Counting Rules (HOCR)
1998 , mean that the volume of violent crime recorded before and after these dates is not comparable.3


Notes for: What are the long-term trends in violent crime?


See “External causes” dataset in  and Hospital Admitted Patient Care Activity, 2017-18 Hospital Episode 
 provided by NHS Digital. Assault admissions do not Statistics, Admitted Patient Care – England, 2007-08


include sexual offences but include assault codes X85-Y04 and Y08 and Y09 from the dataset.


As part of an inquiry by the Public Administration Select Committee (PASC) into crime statistics in late 2013
, allegations of under-recording of crime by the police were made (in particular, concerns regarding the 
accuracy of police recorded crime data for sexual offences were raised). Due to wider concerns over the 
quality and consistency of crime recording, police recorded crime data were assessed against the Code of 


 in 2014 (now the Code of Practice for Statistics). They were found not to Practice for Official Statistics
meet the required standard for designation as National Statistics. Since then, there has been an increased 
focus on improving recording practices, which has led to a greater proportion of reported crimes being 
recorded by the police.


The HOCR for recorded crime were expanded to include certain additional summary offences.


5 . What is happening to trends for different types of violent 
crime?


It is important to look across a range of data sources to understand trends in different types of violent crime.



https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/publication/crime-recording-making-the-victim-count/

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/wp-content/uploads/increasingly-everyones-business-domestic-abuse-progress-report.pdf

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/wp-content/uploads/increasingly-everyones-business-domestic-abuse-progress-report.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counting-rules-for-recorded-crime

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/hospital-admitted-patient-care-activity/2017-18

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/hospital-admitted-patient-care-activity/hospital-episode-statistics-admitted-patient-care-england-2007-08

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/hospital-admitted-patient-care-activity/hospital-episode-statistics-admitted-patient-care-england-2007-08

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmpubadm/760/76002.htm

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/
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1.  


2.  


Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) violence provides a good 
measure of the most commonly occurring violent crimes


All types of CSEW violence  have followed a similar trend to overall violence, with large reductions since the mid 1


to late 1990s. Woundings have shown the largest decrease (78%) since the peak in the year ending December 
1995, while assaults with minor injury and violence without injury decreased by 73% and 59% respectively.


There has been no statistically significant change for any type of violence in the year ending March 2018 
compared with the previous year (Appendix Table 1, Crime in England and Wales: year ending September 20182


).


Figure 3: Crime Survey for England and Wales shows long-term reductions in all types of violent crime 
but little change in recent years


England and Wales, year ending December 1981 and year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Following a methodological change to the handling of repeat victimisation in the CSEW, these data are not 
comparable with data published in previous releases. For more information see Improving victimisation 
estimates derived from the Crime Survey for England and Wales.


Prior to year ending March 2002, CSEW respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the 
previous calendar year, so year-labels identify the year in which the crime took place. Following the 
change to continuous interviewing, respondents' experience of crime relates to the full 12 months prior to 
interview (that is, a moving reference period), so year-labels from year ending March 2002 onwards identify 
the CSEW year of interview.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24
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Police recorded crime provides a better measure of less common but higher-
harm types of violence


Ongoing work by police forces over the last four years to improve crime recording practices make interpreting 
trends in police recorded violence against the person offences difficult. These changes in recording practices are 
thought to have had a larger effect on relatively lower-harm types of violent crime, but to have had a lesser 
impact on higher-harm types of violence such as attempted murder, gun and knife crime. Police figures are 
thought to continue to provide a good measure of homicide offences.


Homicide and attempted murder


Based on data from the Home Office Homicide Index  there were 726 offences currently recorded as homicide in 3


the year ending March 2018. This is 20 more (3% increase) than in the previous year. Recent trends in homicide 
are affected by the recording of exceptional incidents with multiple victims such as the terrorist attacks in London 
and Manchester, and events at Hillsborough in 1989 . If these are excluded, then the number of homicides 4


increased by 89, or 15%, from 606 to 695.


Homicide offences continued to make up 0.1% of all violence against the person offences and the rate of 
homicide in the population remains relatively low, at 12 homicides per 1 million people. Please see the Homicide 


 article for more information.in England and Wales: year ending March 2018


There was also a notable increase (69%) in the number of attempted murder offences (a volume increase of 552 
offences) in the last year. This large increase was due to the terror attacks at Manchester Arena (235 offences) 
and in London (59 offences), which accounted for just under one-quarter of all attempted murder offences 
recorded by the police.


Offences involving firearms


Offences involving firearms encompass any notifiable offence recorded by the police where a firearm has been 
fired, used as a blunt instrument or been used as a threat. Firearm possession offences, where the firearm has 
not been used in the course of another offence, are not included in this analysis.


Offences involving firearms make up a small proportion of overall police recorded crime. In the year ending March 
2018, they were used in approximately 0.2% of all police recorded offences (excluding fraud). This is a lower 
proportion than seen 10 years ago when firearms were used in approximately 0.4% of all police recorded 
offences.


After long-term falls in the number of recorded (non-air weapon) firearm offences, there have been rises seen 
over the last four years. There were 6,521 offences recorded in the year ending March 2018, a 2% rise compared 
with the previous year. This rise was smaller than in recent years (Figure 4). Levels of firearm offences are 41% 
lower than their peak in the year ending March 2006 (11,088 offences; ). It is also worth noting Weapons table 2
that the latest official statistics that cover a more recent period show a decrease in firearm offences. See the 


 bulletin for the latest figures.Crime in England and Wales, year ending September 2018


If air weapons are included there was a 2% decrease in firearm offences in the last year. This is because for the 
year ending March 2018, there was a 10% decrease in the air weapon category (from 3,203 offences to 2,898 
offences).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/offencesinvolvingtheuseofweaponsdatatables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/previousReleases
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1.  


Figure 4: Increases in the number of firearm offences recorded by the police in recent years following 
long-term reductions


England and Wales, year ending March 2003 to year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office – Police recorded crime


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.


Police recorded offences involving a knife or sharp instrument


Information is also available, for selected crime types, on whether a recorded offence involved a knife or a sharp 
instrument. These cover the vast majority of offence types likely to involve a knife or sharp instrument. Knife 
possession offences, where the weapon has not been used in the course of another offence, are not included in 
this analysis.


The past four years have seen a rise in the number of recorded offences involving a knife or sharp instrument, 
following a previously downward trend. Offences involving knives or sharp instruments rose by 17% compared 
with the previous year, from 34,569 offences to 40,469 offences  ( ). Of these offences, 18,936 4 Weapons table 14
(47%) were for assault with injury or assault with intent to cause serious harm and 17,319 (43%) were used in a 
robbery. This was the highest number since the year ending March 2011, the earliest point for which comparable 
data are available.


These increases are thought to reflect a real rise in the occurrence of knife or sharp instrument offences. 
However, it is thought that improvements in recording practices may have also contributed to the recent increases 
in these types of crime.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/offencesinvolvingtheuseofweaponsdatatables
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1.  


NHS data help to provide further insight into offences involving weapons. NHS hospitals in England reported 
4,986 admissions for assault by a sharp object between April 2017 and March 2018, an increase of 15% in the 
last year.


Figure 5: Recent rises in offences involving a knife or sharp instrument seen in both the number of 
crimes recorded by the police and in NHS hospital admissions


England and Wales, year ending March 2011 to year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office – Police recorded crime and NHS Digital - Hospital Episode Statistics


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.


As expected, the absolute number of police recorded knife or sharp instrument offences is considerably higher 
than hospital admissions for assault by sharp object. Hospital admissions data capture the most serious offences, 
and for the large majority of knife offences recorded by the police the victim does not require hospital treatment. 
However, between the year ending March 2009 and the year ending March 2014, trends in hospital admissions 
for assault with sharp objects and police recorded offences involving knives or sharp instruments have shown 
consistent trends (Figure 5).
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1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


Death or serious injury – unlawful driving


Offences related to death or serious injury caused by unlawful driving decreased by 5% in the latest year to 
March 2018 (to 726 offences), compared with the previous year (766 offences). The fall in offences is in contrast 
with recent years where there has been an upward trend. Within the death or serious injury – unlawful driving 
offences category, around three-quarters of offences (75%, 545 offences) were classified as causing death or 
serious injury by dangerous driving. Causing death by careless or inconsiderate driving accounted for a further 
18% of these offences (129 offences).


Notes for: What is happening to trends for different types of violent crime?


See Chapter 5.1 of the  for more information on the offences included in this breakdown.User guide


Due to a change in methodology, please refer to the year ending March 2018 data in the time series data 
presented in the quarterly crime statistics bulletin for the year ending September 2018.


The Home Office Homicide Index which contains detailed record-level information about each homicide 
recorded by police in England and Wales. It is continually updated with revised information from the police 
and the courts and, as such, is a richer source of data than the main recorded crime dataset and is 
therefore the preferred source for homicide statistics. Data presented refer to the position as at 4 
December 2018, when the Homicide Index database was “frozen” for the purpose of analysis.


The 96 offences of manslaughter from Hillsborough and crimes related to four of the victims of the 
Westminster Bridge attack were recorded in the year ending March 2017. The 22 victims from the 
Manchester Arena bombing, the eight victims from the London Bridge attack, and one further victim of the 
Westminster Bridge attack were recorded in the year ending March 2018.


6 . How are victims and perpetrators related?


Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) violence can be broken down by the relationship between the 
victim and the perpetrator, enabling the categorisation of stranger, acquaintance, or domestic violence. The 
definition of domestic violence in the CSEW refers to incidents reported through the face-to-face interview that 
were perpetrated by a partner or ex-partner, or a family member.


The level of domestic violence reported in this way is prone to significant under-reporting because many victims 
will not be willing to disclose such incidents in the context of a face-to-face personal interview. Of those aged 16 
to 59 years who reported being victims of physical domestic abuse in the CSEW self-completion module  on 1


intimate violence, only 12.2% also reported being a victim of domestic violence in the face-to-face interview. 
Therefore, the measures of domestic violence reported in this section are an under-estimation of the true extent 
of this type of violence and as a result, the proportions of violence perpetrated by strangers  and acquaintances  2 3


will be over-estimated. More information can be found in Chapter 2 of the .User guide to crime statistics


In the year ending March 2018 CSEW, the most common perpetrators of violent crime were acquaintances (44%, 
629,000 offences), with 38% of offences (542,000) perpetrated by a stranger, and the remaining 17% (249,000 
offences) categorised as domestic violence (Figure 6). These figures have fluctuated over recent years, with 
acquaintance violence accounting for the largest proportion of offences in some years and stranger violence 
accounting for the largest proportion in others. The year ending March 2018 CSEW showed that:



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/methodologies/userguidetocrimestatisticsforenglandandwales
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incidents of stranger violence had fallen by 49% from the peak of 1 million offences in the year ending 
December 1995 to an estimated 542,000 offences in the year ending March 2018 (Figure 6)


in recent years, stranger violence has shown the largest reduction in number of incidents, decreasing by 
39% from 895,000 in the year ending March 2011


CSEW acquaintance violence fell by 70% from the peak of 2.1 million offences in the year ending 
December 1995 to an estimated 629,000 offences in the year ending March 2018 (Figure 6), being an 
important driver of changes in overall violence


there was no statistically significant change in the year ending March 2018 for domestic, stranger or 
acquaintance violence compared with the previous year


The  article Domestic abuse: findings from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, year ending March 2018 4


provides further information of both physical and non-physical domestic abuse using the self-completion module 
of the CSEW. The number of victims of domestic abuse estimated using this element of the CSEW has fallen 
from around 2.3 million victims in the year ending March 2012 to 2.0 million in the year ending March 2018.


One-third (33%) of violence recorded by the police in the year ending March 2018 was domestic abuse-related 
(458,711 offences).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusefindingsfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018
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2.  


Figure 6: Stranger, acquaintance and domestic violence have shown declines since the mid-1990s


England and Wales, year ending December 1981 to year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Following a methodological change to the handling of repeat victimisation in the CSEW, these data are not 
comparable with data published in previous releases. For more information see Improving victimisation 


.estimates derived from the Crime Survey for England and Wales


Prior to year ending March 2002, CSEW respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the 
previous calendar year, so year-labels identify the year in which the crime took place. Following the 
change to continuous interviewing, respondents' experience of crime relates to the full 12 months prior to 
interview (that is, a moving reference period), so year-labels from year ending March 2002 onwards identify 
the CSEW year of interview.


Relationship between victims and suspects from the Home Office Data Hub


Analysis of the relationship between victims and suspects of violent offences recorded by the police  shows that, 5


a greater proportion of violent offences against women were committed by an intimate partner  or family member 6


compared with men. For female victims, over one-third (34%) of suspects were intimate partners (compared with 
14% of male victims), and 18% were another family member (compared with 14% of male victims), as shown in 
Figure 7.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/improvingvictimisationestimatesderivedfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/2019-01-24
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2.  


However, “other”  relationships between the victim and suspect were most common, particularly for offences 7


against men (72% compared with 48% against women). Further analysis, using a subset of forces , identified that 8


for relationships classified as “other” the victim and suspect were acquaintances in 47% of offences, were 
strangers in 21% of offences, and had an unknown relationship (mainly because a suspect had not been 
identified) in 30% of offences ( ).Appendix Table 13


Figure 7: The suspects of violence against the person offences were most likely to be in "other" 
relationships with the victim


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office – Police recorded crime


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.


Police recorded crime data are based on 35 forces that provided data via the Home Office Data Hub or in a 
manual return. Data have not been reconciled with forces.


Notes for: How are victims and perpetrators related?



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables
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1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  


6.  


7.  


8.  


1.  


“Self-completion” means that the respondent reads the questions themselves and records their answers 
directly onto a laptop.


Stranger violence includes wounding and assaults in which the victim did not have any information about 
the perpetrator(s), or did not know and had never seen the perpetrator(s) before.


Acquaintance violence is comprised of wounding and assaults in which the victim knew one or more of the 
perpetrators at least by sight. It does not include domestic violence.


The self-completion module uses a broader definition of domestic abuse, including emotional or financial 
abuse and threats to hurt the respondent or someone close to them, rather than just physical violence.


Based on 35 police forces where sufficient data were available on the Data Hub for the year ending March 
2018.


“Intimate partner” refers to all partner and ex-partner relationships, not just where the couple were married 
or in a civil partnership, but also including co-habiting partners and those considered in a relationship.


“Other” relationship comprises other sexual relationships such as casual sexual partners, acquaintances, 
strangers and cases where the relationship status has not been identified or is unknown.


Based on 17 forces who provided detailed relationship data via the Data Hub at a disaggregated level.


7 . Levels of repeat victimisation


Repeat victimisation is defined as the experience of being a victim of more than one crime of the same type 
within the last 12 months. In the year ending March 2018 survey, the Crime Survey for England and Wales 
(CSEW) showed that 74% of victims of violence were victimised once, while 26% were repeat victims in the 
previous 12 months (18% victimised twice, 7% victimised three times or more; Annual Trend and Demographic 


).Table D5


The level of repeat victimisation showed no significant change from the previous year’s survey, but has 
significantly decreased by 14 percentage points since 1995 ( ).Appendix Table 8


The latest estimates showed that 57% of violent incidents were experienced by repeat victims, compared with 
74% in the year ending December 1995 (when CSEW violence peaked; Annual Trend and Demographic Table D7
).


In the year ending March 2018, a higher proportion of victims of domestic violence measured by the CSEW were 
repeat victims (34%) compared with stranger violence (15%). However, these proportions fluctuate considerably 
from year to year ( ).Annual Trend and Demographic Table D6


The most common type of violence to be experienced on a repeated basis is domestic violence, which is not well 
measured by the face-to-face interview of the CSEW. Therefore, the analysis can only be used to draw 
conclusions about the repeat victimisation of domestic violence captured by this source , which may only provide 1


a partial picture.


Notes for: Levels of repeat victimisation


See the “How are victims and perpetrators related?” section of this article for more information.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables
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8 . Which groups of people are most likely to be victims of 
violent crime?


The year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) showed that victimisation of violent 
crime varied by certain personal and household characteristics (see  for a full breakdown). Appendix Tables 1 to 4
Many of the characteristics are closely associated with each other, so caution is needed in the interpretation of 
these different characteristics when viewed in isolation.


While the CSEW provides good estimates of prevalence for most crime types, for domestic violence incidents the 
self-completion module of the survey is the preferred measure. See Domestic abuse: findings from the Crime 


 for a breakdown of characteristics of victims of domestic Survey for England and Wales: year ending March 2018
abuse taken from the self-completion module of the CSEW.


Sex


Men were more likely to be victims of CSEW violent crime than women (2.3% of men compared with 1.2% of 
women , ). This was true for all types of violence, with the exception of domestic violence, which 1 Appendix table 1
showed no significant difference. The year ending March 2018 CSEW showed that:


stranger violence showed the largest difference in victimisation between men and women (1.4% compared 
with 0.4% respectively)


0.8% of men and 0.6% of women experienced acquaintance violence


However, estimates of domestic abuse derived from the self-completion module of the CSEW show that women 
were more likely to be victims of this kind of violence than men; there is a significant difference between women 
and men (7.9% of women were victims in the last year compared with 4.2% of men).


Data from the Home Office Data Hub show that in the year ending March 2018, more violence against the person 
offences recorded by the police had female victims (53%) than male victims (47%). This is notably different from 
the CSEW for the same period, which estimated that 65% of victims of violence were male, with 35% being 
female (data not shown). A likely reason for the difference between the sources is that females are more 
commonly the victims in cases of domestic abuse, which accounts for around one-third of violence recorded by 
the police. While the CSEW provides good estimates of most crime types, the main face-to-face interview under-
estimates the number of domestic violence incidents (see the " " section How are victims and perpetrators related?
of this article for more information).


The breakdown of male and female victims differed by the type of violence recorded by the police, with females 
accounting for a larger proportion of victims of violence without injury than males (57% compared with 43% 
respectively). However, males accounted for a larger proportion of victims of violence with injury than women 
(55% compared with 45% respectively, Figure 8).


Figures from the Home Office Homicide Index for the year ending March 2018 show that 69% of homicide victims 
were male and 31% were female. More information on homicide offences can be found in Homicide in England 


.and Wales: year ending March 2018



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusefindingsfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusefindingsfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/thenatureofviolentcrimeinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018#how-are-victims-and-perpetrators-related

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017
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Figure 8: Most victims of homicide and violence with injury offences were men, but victims of violence 
without injury were more likely to be women


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office – Police recorded crime and Homicide Index


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics. In accordance with the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007, figures from the Homicide Index have been re-assessed against the Code 
of Practice for Statistics and found to meet the required standard for designation as National Statistics.


Police recorded crime data are based on 35 forces that provided data via the Home Office Data Hub or in 
manual return. Data have not been reconciled with forces.


Figures for homicide are for all police forces in England Wales (including British Transport Police) and are 
taken from the Home Office Homicide Index.


Age


CSEW estimates indicate that adults aged 16 to 24 years were more likely to be victims of violence (4.0%) than 
those in older age groups ( ). This was particularly pronounced for stranger violence Appendix Tables 1 and 3
(2.0%) and acquaintance violence (2.0%).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables
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Information from the Home Office Data Hub on the age of victims of police recorded violence, taken from 34 
forces, shows that younger adults were also more likely to be victims of violent crimes recorded by the police in 
the year ending March 2018 (Figure 9). For example, while those aged 20 to 29 years made up around 13% of 
the population , they were victims in 26% of violence against the person offences recorded by the police. Older 2


people and the very young were less likely to be victims. For example, those aged 80 years or over were victims 
in less than 1% of violent offences but made up around 5% of the population. Those aged under 10 years 
accounted for 12% of the population but only 4% of victims.


Figure 9: Younger adults were more likely to be victims of violent crimes recorded by the police


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office Data Hub


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.


Police recorded crime data are based on 34 forces that provided data via the Home Office Data Hub or in 
manual return. Data have not been reconciled with forces.


Population figures are based on the ONS population estimates for England and Wales.


Other characteristics of victims of CSEW violence
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Those who were single (3.3%) were more likely than adults of other marital statuses to be victims of violent 
crime, except for those who were separated (2.7%) where there was no significant difference.


Separated adults (2.7%) were more likely to be victims of violence than adults that were married (0.9) or 
widowed (0.4%).


Single adults with children (3.0%) were more likely to be victims of violence than those living with other 
adults and children (1.5%) and adults living with no children (1.8%).


Adults living in more deprived areas were more likely to be victims (2.2%) than those living in the least 
deprived areas (1.4%) and other output areas (1.7%).3


Renters (2.5% social and 3.0% private) were more likely to be victims of violent crime than home owners 
(1.1%).


Adults living in urban areas (1.8%) were more likely than those living in rural areas (1.4%) to be victims of 
violent crime ( ).Appendix Table 2


Figure 10: Younger and single adults were characteristics associated with a higher likelihood of being a 
victim of violence


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


See Chapter 7.3 of the User guide for definitions of personal characteristics.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables
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3.  


For children aged 10 to 15 years, boys were more likely than girls to have experienced violent crime (5.8% 
compared with 3.0% respectively). See Tables D3 and D4 of the Annual Trend and Demographic Tables, year 


 for more information.ending March 2018


Notes for: Which groups of people are most likely to be victims of violent crime?


This pattern is different for domestic abuse and sexual assault. For more information please see Domestic 
 and abuse: findings from the Crime Survey for England and Wales: year ending March 2018 Sexual 


.offending: victimisation and the path through the criminal justice system


Based on the Office for National Statistics (ONS) England and Wales population estimates.


This is based on the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) measure of those living in the 20% most deprived 
and 20% least deprived output areas.


9 . What do we know about perpetrators of violent crimes?


Victims of violent crime interviewed in the year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales 
(CSEW) were able to provide some detail about the perpetrator(s) in 98% of incidents ( Nature of crime, 


). The following profiles are based on the victims' recollection and perception of the perpetrator(s):violence


perpetrators were most likely to be male, being reported to be so in around three-quarters of violent 
incidents (74%)


perpetrators were most likely to be aged between 25 and 39 years, with the perpetrator believed to belong 
to this age-group in 38% of violent incidents


in 74% of violent incidents a sole perpetrator was reported to have been responsible, with four or more 
perpetrators involved in 11% of incidents and two perpetrators involved in 8% of incidents


35% of incidents of stranger violence involved more than one perpetrator, compared with 27% of incidents 
of acquaintance violence and only 2% of domestic violence incidents


incidents involving four or more perpetrators accounted for 10% of acquaintance violence and 19% of 
stranger violence, but less than 1% of domestic violence


Victims aged 10 to 15 years were able to say something about the perpetrator in 92% of violent incidents in the 
year ending March 2018 CSEW:


incidents of violence against children were most likely to be committed by someone known well to the 
victim (56% of incidents), with a small proportion being committed by strangers (8%)


the perpetrator was a pupil at the victim’s school in 86% of violent incidents, and was a friend (including 
boyfriend or girlfriend) in 13% of incidents


the perpetrator was most likely to be male (62% of incidents) and aged between 10 and 15 years (78%; 
).Nature of crime tables, children aged 10 to 15 violence



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusefindingsfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusefindingsfromthecrimesurveyforenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2018

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/sexualoffendingvictimisationandthepaththroughthecriminaljusticesystem/2018-12-13

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/sexualoffendingvictimisationandthepaththroughthecriminaljusticesystem/2018-12-13

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetableschildrenaged10to15violence
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Involvement of alcohol in violent crime


Victims believed the perpetrator(s) to be under the influence of alcohol in 39% (561,000) of violent incidents . In 1


21% (305,000) of violent incidents, the victim believed the perpetrator(s) to be under the influence of drugs (
). Characteristics of perpetrators of alcohol-related violent crime can be found in Nature of crime, violence


.Appendix Table 7


Information on the involvement of alcohol as a factor in violent crime is also available from the Home Office Data 
Hub, which contains a field where police forces can identify whether the offence was “alcohol-related”.


Analysis for alcohol-related violent offences is based on 35 forces providing data using the alcohol-related 
aggravating factor flag in the Data Hub. These forces accounted for around 84% of violence against the person 
offences in England and Wales in the year ending March 2018, and include the Metropolitan Police, who alone 
recorded 14% of violence against the person offences in England and Wales in this year.


The analysis may not be representative of all forces in England and Wales and data have not been reconciled 
with forces and are therefore subject to revision. The Home Office continue to work with police forces to ensure 
the consistency and comparability of the victim information they supply to the Home Office.


In the year ending March 2018, 14% of violence against the person offences were flagged by the police as 
alcohol-related. The corresponding figure (as published last year) for the year ending March 2017 was 16%, 
however, the two years are not directly comparable as a different set of police forces were used in each year.


The offence of “assault without injury on a constable” had the highest proportion of offences that were alcohol-
related (32%), although it only accounted for 1% of all violent offences. “Assault with injury” (20% of which were 
flagged as alcohol-related) and “assault without injury” (15% of which were flagged as alcohol-related) were more 
common offences and respectively accounted for 33% and 36% of all police recorded violence. Violent offences 
most likely to be flagged as alcohol-related are shown in Figure 11 .2,3



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables
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5.  


Figure 11: Proportion of selected violence against the person offences recorded by the police that were 
“alcohol-related”, Home Office Data Hub (35 forces)


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office Data Hub


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.


Police recorded crime data are based on 35 forces that provided data via the Home Office Data Hub or in 
manual return. Data have not been reconciled with forces.


There are some violent offences with a high proportion of alcohol-related offences that have been excluded 
from this analysis due to very low volumes.


Selected violence against the person offences were those offences with the highest proportion of the 
alcohol-related flag.


Recording an alcohol-related factor for crimes was optional for forces in this year but a standard definition 
for usage was introduced in April 2016.
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Notes for: What do we know about perpetrators of violent crimes?


Questions were asked if the victim was able to say something about the perpetrator(s), which they could do 
in nearly all (98%) incidents. If there was more than one perpetrator, victims were asked if any of the 
perpetrators were perceived to be under the influence. Questions were not asked if any perpetrator was 
perceived to be aged under 10 years.


There are some violent offences with a high proportion of alcohol-related offences that have been excluded 
from this analysis due to very low volumes.


Selected violence against the person offences were those offences with the highest proportion of the 
alcohol-related flag.


10 . How much violent crime is reported to the police?


In the year ending March 2018, the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) estimated that 38% of violent 
incidents were reported to the police ( ). This estimate showed no change from Table D8, year ending March 2018
the previous year (42%); the apparent 4 percentage points fall was not statistically significant. This latest 
reporting rate for violence is similar to the reporting rate for all CSEW crime (38%).


The rates at which violent crimes were reported to the police also varied according to the victim to offender 
relationship. 42% of incidents where the offender was an acquaintance were reported to the police. This 
compares with 39% of stranger violence incidents and 27% of domestic violence incidents.


As in previous years, reporting rates continue to vary by type of violence, with 57% of wounding incidents in the 
latest survey year being reported to the police, compared with 37% of incidents with no injury and 34% and of 
incidents of assault with minor injury (Figure 12). This indicates that, as might be expected, respondents are more 
likely to report more serious incidents to the police.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeinenglandandwalesannualtrendanddemographictables#how-much-violent-crime-is-reported-to-the-police
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Figure 12: Wounding offences were most likely to have been reported to the police compared with 
offences resulting in minor injury or no injury


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Incidents that were reported to the police also includes those incidents that the police came to know about 
in another way, for example, they arrived at the scene.


"All CSEW violent crime" includes wounding and assault with minor injury or without injury, attempted 
assault and wounding or assault with a sexual motive.


In the year ending March 2018, the CSEW showed that 10% of violent incidents experienced by children aged 10 
to 15 years were reported to the police ( ). This figure is Nature of crime tables, children aged 10 to 15 violence
likely to reflect the relative low severity of violent incidents experienced by children.


11 . When do violent crimes occur?


In the year ending March 2018, the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) estimated that more than half 
of violent incidents (54%) occurred in the evening or during the night ( ). This trend has Nature of crime, violence
remained at a stable level over the previous four years, showing no significant change. However, there has been 
a significant decrease since the year ending March 2008, when 65% of incidents occurred in the evening and 
35% occurred in the day.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetableschildrenaged10to15violence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence
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More than half of violent incidents (56%) occurred during the week, with 44% occurring during the shorter period 
of the weekend (Table 1). Timing of alcohol-related violent crime can be found in .Appendix Table 5


Table 1: Timing of incidents for types of violent crime 
Year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for England and Wales


England and Wales


Percentage adults 
aged 16 years and 
over or 
children aged 10 to 
15 years


Timing
All 
violence


Wounding


Assault 
with 
minor 
injury


Violence 
without 
injury


Violence against 
children aged 
10 to 15 years


Morning and afternoon¹ 46 32 45 51 ..


Evening and night² 54 68 55 49 ..


Unweighted base - number of adults 582 130 153 299


During the week 56 39 48 66 97


At the weekend³ 44 61 52 34 3


Unweighted base - number of adults or 
number of children aged 10 to 15 years


567 126 149 292 150


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes


Morning is from 6am to noon; afternoon is from noon to 6pm. Back to table


Evening is from 6pm to midnight; night is from midnight to 6am. Back to table


Weekend is from Friday 6pm to Monday 6am. Back to table


.. Denotes 'not available' Back to table


In the year ending March 2018, 97% of incidents of violence against children aged 10 to 15 years occurred during 
the week and 3% of incidents occurred at the weekend. This highlights the different lifestyles of children 
compared with adults, and also reflects that a large proportion of violent incidents against children (86%) occurred 
in or around school ( ).Nature of crime tables, children aged 10 to 15 violence


12 . Where do violent crimes occur?


Similar to previous years, the location of incidents of Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) violent crime 
varied by the victim-perpetrator relationship.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetableschildrenaged10to15violence
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As expected, the large majority of incidents of domestic violence  occurred around the home (78%), whereas 1


incidents of stranger violence were most likely to occur either around work (30%) or in the street (21%). Incidents 
of acquaintance violence were most likely to take place at work  (40%, Figure 13). Figure 13 provides analysis of 2


the location of these incidents split by type of violence ( ).Nature of crime, violence


Figure 13: Incidents of domestic violence were most likely to occur around the home, while incidents of 
acquaintance violence were most likely to take place at work


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales


Notes:


Includes home premises, whether inside or outside, garage or shed, home car park or nearby street to 
home.


Includes work premises, whether inside or outside or work garage or car parks.


Includes streets near work, college, sports ground, public entertainment, train or tube stations and others, 
subway, parks or open spaces, waste grounds, and street markets.


Includes pub or club premises, whether inside or nearby street or car parks.


"Other location" includes car parks, inside or grounds of a shop or supermarket, a school, college, 
university, a friend's home, a place of entertainment, sports centre or somewhere else.


Incidents of wounding were most likely to occur around the home (25%). For assault with minor injury and 
violence without injury, incidents of violence were more likely to happen at work (34% and 27% respectively).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence
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Information on the location of alcohol-related violent crime can be found in Appendix Table 6.


Notes for: Where do violent crimes occur?


As measured in the face-to-face section of the CSEW.


For more information see the Health Safety Executive  report using CSEW data.Violence at work


13 . The use of weapons in violent crime


A weapon was used in 19% of violent incidents according to the year ending March 2018 Crime Survey for 
England and Wales (CSEW; ). Weapons were used in a higher proportion of incidents of Nature of crime, violence
violence without injury (24%) than incidents of violence with injury (13%). Knives and other stabbing implements  1


were used in 6% of violent incidents. Weapons that fell under the category of “other” were used in a similar 
proportion (6%) of violent incidents. The “other” category encompasses a broad range of objects that could be 
used as a weapon, including household items used as improvised weapons.


The most common types of weapon used in stranger violence were knives and stabbing implements (used in 9% 
of violent incidents). An “other” weapon  was the most common for both domestic (6%) and for acquaintance 2


(8%) violence.


A hitting implement was the most common weapon used for wounding (7%), a knife and stabbing implement was 
most common for assault with minor injury (4%) and an “other” weapon  was most common for violence without 3


injury (9%).


As offences involving the use of weapons are relatively low in volume, the CSEW is not able to provide a reliable 
measure of trends in the number of violent incidents involving a weapon. This is where police recorded crime can 
provide additional insight for these offences. As part of the police recorded crime data, information is available on 
whether or not a firearm or a knife or a sharp instrument was used in an offence. Such crimes are believed to be 
relatively well-recorded by the police.


Statistics on offences recorded by the police involving firearms or involving a knife or sharp instrument are also 
published on a quarterly basis in the  release. The latest data in this publication Crime in England and Wales
include data up to the year ending September 2018.


Offences involving firearms


The different types of firearms included in this section mirror those covered by the  and the Firearms Act 1968
associated amendments to the Act. These are:


firearms that use a controlled explosion to fire a projectile: this category includes handguns, shotguns and 
rifles


imitation firearms: this category includes replica weapons, as well as low-powered weapons that fire small 
plastic pellets, such as BB guns and soft air weapons


air weapons: the majority of offences that involve air weapons relate to criminal damage; while air weapons 
can cause serious injury (and sometimes fatalities), by their nature they are less likely to do so than 
firearms that use a controlled explosion



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables

http://www.hse.gov.uk/Statistics/causinj/violence/index.htm

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/previousReleases

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1968/27/contents
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Firearms that use a controlled explosion and imitation firearms are combined for the purposes of some analyses 
in this section, creating two broad categories: non-air weapons and air weapons.


The type of weapon used in offences involving firearms has changed over the last decade. In the year ending 
March 2006, non-air weapons constituted 52% of offences involving firearms while 48% were air weapons. By the 
year ending March 2010, the proportion of offences involving non-air weapons had increased to 62%, with a 
corresponding fall in air weapons to 38%.


Between the year ending March 2010 and the year ending March 2016, the proportion of air weapons has 
remained similar, fluctuating between 37% and 38%. However, in the last two years there has been a drop in the 
proportion of air weapon offences, with 33% in the year ending March 2017 and 31% for the year ending March 
2018.


Of all the offences recorded by the police in the year ending March 2018 in which a firearm was used, the firearm 
was fired in 51% of cases (4,824 offences), used as a threat in 47% of cases (4,384 offences) and used as a 
blunt instrument in 2% of cases (211 offences).


Figure 14: Firearms were fired in half of all police recorded crime firearm cases


England and Wales, year ending March 2018


Source: Home Office – Police recorded crime


Notes:


Police recorded crime data are not designated as National Statistics.
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Firearms were reported to be used in 4% of homicides and 2.7% of attempted murder, assault with intent to 
cause serious harm and endangering life offences. The severity of injuries sustained from offences involving 
firearms varies according to the type of weapon used ( ). This is to be expected given the range Weapons Table 4
of mechanisms and projectiles associated with individual weapons and variations in the circumstances and 
offences in which they are used.


As in previous years, in the year ending March 2018 there was variation in the risk of being a victim of an offence 
involving a non-air weapon by age. Of the non-air weapon offences in which the age of the victim was known 
(87% of all instances):


55% of victims were aged between 15 and 34 years, while this age-group made up only 26% of the total 
population of England and Wales


people aged 60 years and over were less likely to be victims, accounting for 6% of victims of non-air 
weapon offences but comprising 24% of the population


Offences involving a knife or sharp instrument


The police recorded 40,469 offences involving a knife or sharp instrument in the year ending March 2018, a 17% 
increase compared with the previous year (from 34,569 offences). This is the highest number since the year 
ending March 2011, the earliest point for which comparable data are available .4


The offences “assault with injury” and “assault with intent to cause serious harm” accounted for around half (47%) 
of total selected offences involving a knife or sharp instrument, and robberies accounted for a further 43%. Of all 
the offences in this dataset, robberies had the largest rise in volume in comparison with the last year (up 34% to 
17,319 offences).


In the year ending March 2018 there were 285 homicides involving a knife or sharp instrument, a volume 
increase of 73 offences (34%) compared with the previous year. See Homicide in England and Wales: year 


 for further information.ending March 2018


Information based on crimes recorded by the police indicate that offences involving a knife or sharp instrument 
tend to be concentrated in London and other metropolitan areas.


For more information on these offences, see the Offences involving the use of weapons: year ending March 2018 
, which contain information on crime involving knives and firearms.data tables


Knife-carrying


A self-completion module of the CSEW asks 10- to 15-year-olds and 16- to 29-year-olds about knife-carrying . 5


These estimates should be interpreted with caution due to the relatively small sample within these age groups, 
and the fact that knife-carrying is very rare amongst the general population. While they provide a useful indication 
of the prevalence of knife-carrying, it is unlikely that short-term changes in the relatively small numbers of people 
carrying knives would be accurately measured by the CSEW.


The year ending March 2018 survey estimated that 6.5% of 10- to 15-year-olds knew someone who carried a 
knife for their own protection, a percentage that has not showed much variation over time ( ). A Appendix Table 9
similar percentage (5.7%) of 16- to 29-year-olds knew someone who carried a knife.


Less than 1% of respondents aged between 10 and 29 years (0.5% of 10- to 15-year-olds and 0.7% of 16- to 29-
year-olds) indicated that they personally carried a knife. Again, over time this has not showed much variation.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/offencesinvolvingtheuseofweaponsdatatables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2017

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/offencesinvolvingtheuseofweaponsdatatables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/offencesinvolvingtheuseofweaponsdatatables

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/thenatureofviolentcrimeappendixtables
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The police recorded crime series includes information on the number of offences of “possession of an article with 
a blade or point”. These rose by 28% to 18,257 offences in the latest year. This rise is consistent with increases 
seen over the last five years and this is the highest figure since the series began in the year ending March 2009. 
This figure can often be influenced by increases in targeted police action in relation to knife crime, which is most 
likely to occur at times when rises in offences involving knives are seen.


Notes for: The use of weapons in violent crime


Includes screwdrivers and other stabbing implements.


Includes axes, swords, cleavers, dogs, and other weapons.


Includes axes, swords, cleavers, dogs, and other weapons.


Police recorded knife and sharp instrument offences data are submitted via an additional special collection. 
Proportions of offences involving the use of a knife or sharp instrument presented in this table are 
calculated based on figures submitted in this special collection. Other offences exist that are not shown in 
this table that may include the use of a knife or sharp instrument.


The questions were first asked in the year ending March 2012 survey for 10 to 15 year olds but were not 
asked of 16 to 29 year olds until the year ending March 2014.


14 . Injuries resulting from violent crime


Victims sustained a physical injury in 47% of incidents of violence in the year ending March 2018 Crime Survey 
for England and Wales (CSEW; ). This varied by perpetrator, with 63% of incidents of Nature of crime, violence
domestic violence  resulting in physical injury compared with 42% of acquaintance violence incidents and 44% of 1


stranger violence incidents.


The most common type of injury experienced was minor bruising or black eye (33% of violent incidents). More 
serious injuries such as concussion or loss of consciousness (2%) or broken bones (1%) were less common (


).Nature of Crime Table


Incidents of violent crime experienced by children were more likely to result in injury, with victims aged 10 to 15 
years sustaining an injury in 92% of incidents in the year ending March 2018 CSEW. Victims received some form 
of medical attention as a result of the violence in 27% of incidents. Of those incidents where the victim aged 10 to 
15 years sustained an injury, minor bruising or black eye was the most common injury (66%), followed by 
scratches (20%) and severe bruising (11%). In 3% of violent incidents where the victim aged 10 to 15 years 
sustained an injury, this was a serious injury  ( ).2 Nature of crime tables, children aged 10 to 15 violence


Notes for: Injuries resulting from violent crime


Figures relate to domestic violence estimates from face-to-face CSEW interviews.


Serious injury includes facial or head injuries, broken nose, concussion, broken bones and eye or facial 
injuries caused by acid, paint, sand, and so on, thrown in the face.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetablesviolence

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/natureofcrimetableschildrenaged10to15violence
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15 . Proposed changes to data tables in future releases


We are considering making changes to future releases of the “nature of crime” tables and would like to seek 
views on the proposals outlined in this section.


These tables are currently based on Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) interviews carried out over the 
course of one year. We are exploring using an extended survey period (most likely three years) to produce these 
tables in the future. This would improve the reliability of estimates as they would capture information from a 
greater number of crime incidents. For example, in recent years information presented on the nature of injuries 
resulting from stranger violence has been based on interviews with around 100 victims captured in a single year 
of survey data. Using three years’ worth of data would increase this to around 300 victims. Increasing the number 
of incidents used to derive these figures would improve the reliability of estimates for all types of crime covered in 
these tables, particularly those that occur in relatively low volumes.


Nature of crime data based on a single year of interviews often show little change from year-to-year. The real 
value of these data tables is the insight they provide into changes over the medium- and long-term. Given the 
nature of a sample survey, where there are short-term changes seen in the data these can be difficult to interpret 
as they may reflect the inherent variability of the survey sample from one period to the next. The use of three 
years’ worth of survey data would help to minimise the effect of sample variability and provide a clearer indication 
of real trends.


If we are to make this change, we will also need to review the frequency with which we release these tables. If 
we were to use a three-year dataset, to avoid presenting overlapping time periods, we propose that these would 
be published every three years.


We would welcome views on these proposed changes. Please email these to .crimestatistics@ons.gov.uk
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PREÂMBULO 
 


Dando continuidade à série de relatórios periódicos sobre a caracterização detalhada das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) reportadas às Forças de Segurança (FS), iniciada em 2008 


pela ex-Direção-Geral de Administração Interna (DGAI), surge o nono relatório produzido com 


carácter anual, o qual se refere a 2016. 


Em 2016, tal como verificado em anos anteriores, as ocorrências de violência doméstica 


participadas à Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR) e à Polícia de Segurança Pública (PSP) 


representam quase a totalidade das participações por VD registadas pelos órgãos de polícia criminal 


(OPC) (99,95%); no ano transato este continuou a ser o crime contra as pessoas mais reportado a 


nível nacional, representando 33% da criminalidade registada nesta tipologia, e a posicionar-se 


como o segundo crime mais registado em Portugal em termos globais, a seguir ao crime de furto, 


correspondendo, em 2016, a 8,2% de toda a criminalidade registada pelos OPC1. 


O presente relatório contempla cinco partes: 1) Sumário executivo; 2) Quantitativos globais das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) participadas às FS em 2016 e quantitativos relativos ao 1.º 


semestre de 2017; 3) Caracterização detalhada das ocorrências participadas em 2016; 4) Detenções, 


Estruturas especializadas nas FS, Ações de (in)formação e Iniciativas; 5) Decisões de atribuição do 


estatuto de vítima e Decisões finais em processos-crime por VD.  


1. Sumário 


executivo 


2. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


quantitativos 


3. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


Caracterização 


4. Detenções, 


Estruturas 


especializadas nas 


FS, Ações de 


(in)formação e 


Iniciativas 


5. Estatuto de vítima 


e Decisões finais em 


processos-crime por 


VD 


Estrutura do relatório 


 
No ponto três procurou-se apresentar dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do cruzamento de 


algumas variáveis (tipo de relação vítima-denunciado, tipo de violência e sexo dos intervenientes), de 


modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a contribuir para a resposta a 


                                                           
1 Cálculos efetuados com base nos dados disponibilizados pela Direção-Geral de Política de Justiça (através do Sistema de Informação de Estatísticas 


de Justiça). No âmbito da VD são aqui consideradas as três categorias de notação utilizadas pelas autoridades policiais para comunicação de dados à 
DGPJ (“Violência doméstica contra cônjuge ou análogo”, “Violência doméstica contra menores”, e “Outros VD”). No modelo 262- notação de 
crimes- o crime de VD encontra-se desagregado nestas três categorias. Se se aplicar a mesma lógica de agregação, o crime de furto, que se apresenta 
desagregado em 19 categorias neste modelo, constituir-se-á então como o crime mais participado em Portugal (considerando-se aqui os dois crimes - 
furto e furto qualificado, previstos nos artigos 203.º e 204.º, respetivamente, do Código Penal).  
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frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional, no domínio da violência doméstica/violência 


no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações de intimidade.  


Salienta-se que à semelhança dos relatórios relativos aos últimos anos, o presente documento 


contempla no capítulo 5 dados relativos aos resultados dos inquéritos criminais em casos de VD e às 


sentenças proferidas. As amostras agora consideradas decorrem das comunicações rececionadas pela 


Secretaria-Geral do Ministério da Administração Interna (SGMAI)2, ao abrigo do art.º 37.º da Lei 


112/2009, de 16 de setembro3, através de correio eletrónico (com recurso aos mapas excel definidos 


para o efeito).  


 
A este propósito refira-se que em 2016, a SGMAI efetuou desenvolvimentos relativos a uma 


aplicação informática que visa simplificar a comunicação e tratamento dos dados previstos no 


referido art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, prevendo-se que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em 


funcionamento. 


  
Refira-se ainda que, no final de 2016, foi aprovado, por S. Ex.ª a Ministra da Administração Interna, 


a criação do Programa Especial de Policiamento da Violência Doméstica, o qual visa congregar as 


diversas medidas, iniciativas e projetos do MAI neste domínio, procurando-se valorizar e reforçar 


todo o trabalho que vem sendo realizado nesta área nomeadamente pelas Forças de Segurança e 


pelo grupo intra-MAI para a VD (SGMAI, GNR e PSP).  


O conjunto de dados e informações que integram este relatório constitui-se como um instrumento 


ao serviço da promoção do conhecimento na área da VD e da monitorização e (re)definição das 


políticas públicas neste domínio, nomeadamente ao nível do Ministério da Administração Interna 


(MAI), contribuindo para a concretização de dois objetivos que vêm sendo prosseguidos por este 


Ministério há mais de dezoito anos: promover o conhecimento do fenómeno e promover o 


constante aperfeiçoamento da resposta policial no âmbito da violência doméstica. 


 


  


                                                           
2 E pela ex-DGAI. 
3 Com as alterações finais introduzidas pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro.   
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1. SUMÁRIO EXECUTIVO 
 


OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS 


 


1. Em 2016 foram registadas pelas Forças de Segurança (FS) 27011 participações de 


violência doméstica, 11542 pela GNR (43%) e 15469 (57%) pela PSP, o que 


correspondeu a um ligeiro acréscimo face a 2015 (0,7%; +196 participações);  


2. Foram registadas 24960 participações no Continente (92%), 1016 na Região Autónoma 


dos Açores (4%) e 1035 na Região Autónoma da Madeira (4%), correspondendo a 


uma taxa de variação face ao ano anterior de 0,6%, 5,5% e -1,3%, respetivamente; 


3. Neste período os distritos onde se registaram mais participações foram: Lisboa 


(6249), Porto (4780), Setúbal (2265), Braga (1796) e Aveiro (1708); 


4. Em 2016 foram recebidas pelas FS, em média, 2251 participações por mês, 74 por dia 


e 3 por hora; 


5. Registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,62), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas 


Regiões Autónomas (Açores: 4,14; Madeira: 4,06) relativamente à observada no 


Continente (2,54); 


6. Nos distritos de Portalegre (3,18), Faro (3,11), Lisboa (2,78), Bragança (2,70), Porto 


(2,69), Setúbal (2,66), Vila Real (2,63) e Coimbra (2,57) registaram-se taxas de 


incidência superiores à verificada para o Continente (2,54) e nos distritos de Beja 


(1,85) e Leiria (1,87) registaram-se as taxas mais baixas (inferior a 2); 


7. No primeiro semestre de 2017 as Forças de Segurança registaram 13048 participações, 


o que corresponde a uma taxa de variação de 0,7% face ao período homólogo de 


2016. 
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OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: CARACTERIZAÇÃO 


 


PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 


 
PERÍODO TEMPORAL 


8. Em 2016, o mês em que se registaram mais participações foi julho, sendo também 


este o mês em que se verificaram mais ocorrências; 


9. Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e 


uma maior proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (33%);  


10. Os períodos do dia em que surgiram mais participações foram a tarde (13-18h) (33%) 


e a noite (19-24h) (32%). Cerca de 46% das participações foi rececionada de noite ou 


de madrugada e a maioria das ocorrências verificou-se nestes períodos (53%); 


11. Em quase 70% dos casos as situações de violência doméstica foram reportadas às FS 


no próprio dia em que ocorreram ou no dia seguinte. 


 


 


OCORRÊNCIAS 


12. Em 52% dos casos a denúncia foi efetuada presencialmente, em 21% foi realizada no 


âmbito de ações de policiamento de proximidade e em 21% foi feita por telefone;  


13. A intervenção policial ocorreu geralmente motivada por um pedido da vítima (78%) e 


em 12% dos casos foram familiares/vizinhos ou por denúncia anónima; 


14. Em 26% dos casos registados pela GNR existia(m) ocorrência(s) anterior(es); das 


situações registadas pela PSP, em 21% existia(m) ocorrência(s) anterior(es) 


formalizada(s) através de outra(s) participação(ões);  


15. Em 35% dos casos as ocorrências foram presenciadas por menores, proporção que 


tem vindo a diminuir ligeiramente face a anos anteriores (2012: 42%; 2013: 39%; 2014: 


38%; 2015: 36%);  


16. Geralmente as situações tiveram como consequências para a vítima ferimentos 


ligeiros (41%) ou ausência de lesões físicas (58%); sendo no entanto de referir que em 


quase 1% dos casos os ferimentos resultantes foram graves; 


17. Para a esmagadora maioria dos casos consta a indicação de que as vítimas não foram 


internadas no hospital nem tiveram baixa médica;  
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18.  Em 30% dos casos, as FS entraram no domicílio do denunciado e da vítima; nestes 


casos, a entrada foi geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da vítima 


(51%);  


19. Em 80% dos casos as ocorrências sucederam numa casa particular, geralmente da 


vítima e denunciado ou apenas da vítima; 17% dos casos ocorreram na via pública ou 


em espaços públicos “fechados”;  


20. A violência física esteve presente em 68% das situações, a psicológica em 81%, a 


sexual em 3%, a económica em 9% e a social em 15%;  


21. Em 16% das participações foram registadas “outras vítimas” (geralmente uma) e em 


31% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma).  


22. Cerca de 56% das “outras vítimas” identificadas era do sexo feminino e em 55% dos 


casos tratava-se de um/a filho/a do/a denunciado/a. Cerca de 62% das testemunhas 


identificadas eram do sexo feminino, tratando-se em 31% dos casos de um/a filho/a 


da vítima; 


 


VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 


 
VÍTIMA 


23. Geralmente: do sexo feminino (84%), casadas ou em união de facto (46%), idade 


média de 42 anos e não dependiam economicamente do denunciado (81%); 


24. Quase dois terços possuía habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9º ano (65%) e 


32% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou superior; 


25.  Metade das vítimas encontrava-se empregada, 23% estavam desempregadas, 8% 


eram domésticas, 11% eram reformadas/pensionistas e as vítimas estudantes 


representavam 7%; 


26. As relações conjugais presentes ou passadas representaram cerca de 77%4 dos casos 


(conjugalidade presente: 56% e conjugalidade passada: 22%); 6% das vítimas eram 


descendentes do denunciado, 6% eram ascendentes e 9% correspondiam a relações 


de namoro;  


27. Cerca de 14% das vítimas nasceu no estrangeiro, sendo que as vítimas naturais dos 


PALOP5 representavam 6% e as vítimas oriundas do Brasil 3%. 


 
 
 
 


                                                           
4 Somando os valores com duas casas decimais (55,87 – conjugalidade presente; e 21,60- conjugalidade passada). 
5 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 
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DENUNCIADO/A 


28. Geralmente: do sexo masculino (86%), casados ou em união de facto (47%), idade 


média de 43 anos e não dependiam economicamente da vítima (86%); 


29.  Em 70% dos casos os denunciados possuíam habilitações iguais ou inferiores ao 9º 


ano e cerca de 25% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou do ensino 


superior;  


30. A maioria dos denunciados encontrava-se empregado (59%), 27% estavam 


desempregados, 9% em situação de reforma/pensão, 5% eram estudantes ou 


domésticos; 


31.  Em 14% dos casos o denunciado nasceu no estrangeiro; sendo que os naturais dos 


PALOP representavam quase 8% e os oriundos do Brasil 2%; 


32. Cerca de 8% possuía uma arma e em 4% das situações foi utilizada uma arma (branca 


em cerca de 2% dos casos e de fogo em quase 1%); 


33.  Problemas relacionados com o consumo de álcool estavam presentes em 41% dos 


casos e problemas relativos ao consumo de estupefacientes em 13%. 


34. Efetuando o cruzamento entre algumas variáveis constatam-se algumas variações 


relevantes ao nível dos tipos de violência e taxas de vitimização feminina segundo a 


tipologia de vitimação. 


35. Observam-se igualmente diferenças na proporção de cada uma das combinações de 


sexo da vítima e sexo do denunciado para cada tipologia de vitimação. 


 


 


DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS 


 


36. Em 2016 foram efetuadas 730 detenções, o que corresponde a menos 20 detenções 


face a 2015 (-2,7%), salientando-se no entanto que se verificava um aumento contínuo 


neste número desde 2009 (com exceção de 2012); o número de detenções em 2016 


mais que triplicou face ao valor de 2009; 


37.  Nas Forças de Segurança existia, em 2016, um total de mil efetivos com 


responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da VD (1005: 443 na GNR e 562 na PSP);  


38. Na GNR existiam 24 NIAVE e 303 Equipas de Investigação e Inquérito e na PSP 


existiam 407 elementos afetos às EPAV e 155 às equipas especiais VD (investigação 


criminal);  







 
12 


39. Cerca de 63% dos postos e esquadras da GNR e da PSP, com competência territorial, 


dispunham de uma sala de atendimento à vítima;  


40. Em 2016 foram realizadas 27075 avaliações de risco e mais de 20760 reavaliações, 


tendo-se procedido igualmente à monitorização da aplicação do novo instrumento de 


avaliação de risco (RVD);  


41. As Forças de Segurança realizaram ações de formação a nível interno onde a temática 


da VD foi diretamente abordada, envolvendo um total de 854 formandos/as;  


42. A SGMAI, em parceria com as FS, realizou em 2016, 3 ações de formação dirigidas a 


um total de 83 elementos das FS no âmbito da Análise Retrospetiva de Homicídios 


em VD; 


43. No final de 2016 foi aprovada por S. Ex.ª a Ministra da Administração Interna a 


criação do Programa Especial de Policiamento da VD.   


 


ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-CRIME  


 
44. Em 89% dos casos registados pelas FS6 ocorreu a atribuição do estatuto de vítima, em 


3% houve atribuição, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à informação, e em 8% dos 


casos a vítima recusou; 


45.  Do total de resultados de inquéritos de VD analisados (relativos aos anos de 2012 a 


2016) (n=45467), observou-se que 78% referiram-se a arquivamento, 17% a acusação e 


5% a suspensão provisória do processo; 


46. Entre os inquéritos arquivados em 2016, e à semelhança do verificado em anos 


anteriores, a grande maioria (75%) decorreu de falta de prova (art.º 277.º n.º 2 do 


Código do Processo Penal); 


47.  Efetuando uma análise comparativa entre os serviços do Ministério Público (MP) 


que comunicaram mais de cem decisões, constatam-se diferenças nas taxas de 


acusação e de arquivamento;  


48.  Do total de resultados de sentenças transitadas em julgado analisadas (relativas aos 


anos de 2012 a 2016) (n=6003), mais de metade resultou em condenação (58%); 


49. Em 64% das decisões proferidas em 2016 as penas de prisão aplicadas foram entre 2 a 


3 anos; as penas de prisão foram na sua esmagadora maioria suspensas, geralmente 


por igual período de tempo. Na maioria das situações onde se encontra assinalado 


que a pena é suspensa, consta a indicação da sujeição a regime de prova e/ou a 


indicação da existência de pena(s) acessória(s); 


                                                           
6 E em que esta informação estava disponível. 
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50. À semelhança do verificado em anos anteriores, em termos do regime de prova, surge 


por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano individual de 


readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção 


Social e Serviços Prisionais (DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar 


quantia a instituição de apoio a vítimas/outras instituição de cariz 


humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, obrigação de frequentar 


programa de tratamento de alcoolismo/toxicodependência, ou por exemplo em 


“comparecer no programa de combate à violência doméstica”; 


51. De igual modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, nomeadamente a 


proibição de contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho 


da mesma, proibição de uso e porte de arma, obrigação de frequentar consultas de 


alcoologia, com fiscalização pela DGRSP, frequência de um programa de prevenção 


de violência doméstica, inibição do poder paternal e inibição de condução; 


52. Os resultados apresentados ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças devem ser 


analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem apenas os 


casos comunicados à ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa excel), não espelhando 


ainda toda a realidade nacional. De qualquer modo, os dados apurados correspondem 


a uma amostra de 45467 resultados de inquéritos e de 6003 sentenças, para uma série 


de 5 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação (em torno 


dos 16% - 19%) e da taxa de condenação (em torno dos 56% - 60%) para este tipo de 


crime.  
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2. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS7 
 


2.1 ANO DE 2016  
 


Em 2016, as Forças de Segurança (FS) registaram 27011 participações de violência doméstica (VD): 


11542 pela GNR (42,7%) e 15469 (57,3%) pela PSP; correspondendo, em média, a 2251 


participações por mês, 74 por dia e 3 por hora (tabela 1).  


Em termos globais, observa-se que em 2016 registou-se um acréscimo de 196 ocorrências face ao 


registado em 2015 (de 26815 para 27011, o que corresponde a +0,73%) (tabela 1). Na GNR 


registaram-se menos 2 ocorrências (-0,02%) e na PSP mais 198 ocorrências (+1,30%). 


 
Analisando segundo a NUT I8, a taxa de variação no Continente foi de 0,63%, na Região Autónoma 


(R.A) dos Açores de 5,50% e na Região Autónoma (R.A) da Madeira registou-se uma diminuição na 


ordem dos 1,33% (tabela 1). 


Tabela 1: Número de ocorrências registadas pelas Forças de Segurança segundo a NUT I (2014-2016) 


 
Nº total de participações GNR PSP 


 
2014 2015 2016 


Tx. var.
9
 


(%) 
2014 2015 2016 


Tx. var. 
 


(%) 
2014 2015 2016 


Tx. var.
 


(%) 


Continente 25227 24803 24960 0,63 11725 11540 11539 -0,01 13502 13263 13421 1,19 


R.A. Açores 1079 963 1016 5,50 0 3 3 0,00 1079 960 1013 5,52 


R.A. Madeira 1011 1049 1035 -1,33 1 1 - - 1010 1048 1035 -1,24 


Portugal 27317 26815 27011 0,73 11726 11544 11542 -0,02 15591 15271 15469 1,30 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas Forças de Segurança. 


 
Analisando esta variação distrito a distrito, e região autónoma a região autónoma, observam-se 


diversas oscilações, assinalando-se taxas de variação negativa de maior magnitude na Guarda (-


15,7%), em Vila Real (-9,4%), em Santarém (-8,3%) e Leiria (-6,1%); e em termos de aumento do 


número de participações destaca-se Portalegre (9,5%), Beja (8,5%), Lisboa (5,9%), Região 


Autónoma dos Açores (5,5%) e Castelo Branco (5,2%). Em todos os outros distritos do continente 


                                                           
7 Por via de um processo de atualização dos dados existem ligeiras alterações nos quantitativos aqui apresentados face ao plasmado em sede do último 


Relatório Anual de Segurança Interna (RASI). 
8 Nomenclatura das Unidades Territoriais; NUT I = Continente, Região Autónoma dos Açores e Região Autónoma da Madeira. 
9 A taxa de variação considerada refere-se a 2016-2015. 
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e na Região Autónoma da Madeira as taxas de variação, positivas ou negativas, são inferiores a cinco 


pontos percentuais (tabela 2). 


Em termos de valores absolutos, constata-se que Lisboa (6249), Porto (4780), Setúbal (2265), Braga 


(1796) e Aveiro (1708), foram os distritos onde se registaram mais ocorrências de VD, 


representando estes cinco distritos 62% (16798, em 27011 casos) do total das ocorrências de VD 


denunciadas às FS (tabela 2 e mapa 1). Ao nível das Regiões Autónomas dos Açores e da Madeira, 


foram registadas cerca de 8% do total de participações a nível nacional. 


As ocorrências participadas no distrito de Lisboa representam quase um quarto do total nacional 


(23%), seguindo-se o distrito do Porto que regista quase um quinto (18%) (tabela 2). Estes dois 


distritos correspondem a 41% do volume nacional de participações, seguindo-se Setúbal com 8%, 


Braga com 7% e Aveiro com 6%. Verifica-se que nestes cinco, dos dezoito distritos, e nas duas 


Regiões Autónomas (8%) foram registadas 70% das participações a nível nacional.  


Tabela 2: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às FS em 2015 e 2016, peso no total de 
participações, taxa de variação e taxa de incidência por mil habitantes (2016) 


 


2015 2016 Peso 
no 


total 
(2016) 


(%) 


Peso 
no 


total 
GNR 


(2016) 
(%) 


Peso 
no 


total  
PSP 


(2016) 
(%) 


Taxa de 
variação 


anual 
(%) 


Taxa de 
incidência 


(2016) 
por mil 


hab. 
Distrito/Comando 


GNR PSP Total GNR PSP Total 


Aveiro 1258 508 1766 1229 479 1708 6,3 10,6 3,1 -3,28 2,44 


Beja 182 64 246 213 54 267 1,0 1,8 0,3 8,54 1,85 


Braga 1148 581 1729 1166 630 1796 6,6 10,1 4,1 3,88 2,16 


Bragança 251 96 347 226 115 341 1,3 2,0 0,7 -1,73 2,70 


Castelo Branco 295 148 443 294 172 466 1,7 2,5 1,1 5,19 2,54 


Coimbra 582 467 1049 625 431 1056 3,9 5,4 2,8 0,67 2,57 


Évora 211 167 378 246 144 390 1,4 2,1 0,9 3,17 2,50 


Faro 792 530 1322 828 544 1372 5,1 7,2 3,5 3,78 3,11 


Guarda 311 83 394 266 66 332 1,2 2,3 0,4 -15,74 2,24 


Leiria 545 370 915 497 362 859 3,2 4,3 2,3 -6,12 1,87 


Lisboa 816 5087 5903 824 5425 6249 23,1 7,1 35,1 5,86 2,78 


Portalegre 200 115 315 246 99 345 1,3 2,1 0,6 9,52 3,18 


Porto 1925 2856 4781 1961 2819 4780 17,7 17,0 18,2 -0,02 2,69 


Santarém 634 356 990 568 340 908 3,4 4,9 2,2 -8,28 2,08 


Setúbal 990 1294 2284 1011 1254 2265 8,4 8,8 8,1 -0,83 2,66 


Viana do Castelo 359 182 541 375 141 516 1,9 3,2 0,9 -4,62 2,21 


Vila Real 433 131 564 388 123 511 1,9 3,4 0,8 -9,40 2,63 


Viseu 608 228 836 576 223 799 3,0 5,0 1,4 -4,43 2,22 


R. A. Açores 3 960 963 3 1013 1016 3,8 0,0 6,5 5,50 4,14 


R. A. Madeira 1 1048 1049 0 1035 1035 3,8 0,0 6,7 -1,33 4,06 


Total 11544 15271 26815 11542 15469 27011 100 100 100 0,73 2,62 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. Taxa de incidência calculada com base nas estimativas do 
Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2016. 
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Conforme se pode observar pelo mapa 1, existe uma clara distinção entre os distritos da zona litoral 


do Continente e os do interior em termos do número de participações. Nos primeiros são registadas 


mais participações, com especial relevo para os distritos de Lisboa e Porto.  


 


Mapa 1: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às Forças de Segurança, em 2016 


Total nacional= 27011 
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No caso da GNR, os distritos que mais participações registaram situam-se no norte litoral: Porto 


(1961), Aveiro (1229), Braga (1166) e Setúbal (1011) (mapa 2). No caso da PSP, os distritos que mais 


ocorrências de violência doméstica registaram foram os de Lisboa (5425), Porto (2819) e Setúbal 


(1254) (mapa 3), sendo estes os únicos distritos em que o número de participações registadas pela 


PSP supera o verificado na GNR. 


   Mapa 2: Participações de violência doméstica 
registadas pela GNR em 2016 (Continente) 


Mapa 3: Participações de violência doméstica registadas 
pela PSP em 2016 (Continente) 


  
 
 


 


Para avaliar a magnitude das diferenças globais entre distritos/regiões de forma mais correta torna-se 


necessário analisar as taxas de incidência para cada região considerada, tendo-se assim em conta a 


respetiva população existente (tabela 2 e mapa 4). 


No ano transato, registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,62), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas Regiões Autónomas 


(Açores: 4,14; Madeira: 4,06) relativamente à observada no continente (2,54).  


 







 
18 


Tal como já constatado no ano de 2015, em 2016, nos distritos de Portalegre (3,18) Faro (3,11), 


Lisboa (2,78), Bragança (2,70), Porto (2,69), Setúbal (2,66), Vila Real (2,63) e Coimbra (2,57) 


registaram-se taxas de incidência superiores à verificada em termos do continente (2,54) (tabela 2 e 


mapa 4)10. Nos distritos de Beja (1,85) e Leiria (1,87) registaram-se as taxas mais baixas (inferiores a 


2), sendo que desde o ano de 2014 que Beja se tem constituído como o distrito com menor taxa de 


incidência. 


 


Mapa 4: Taxa de incidência de participações de violência doméstica às Forças de Segurança, em 2016 (por mil 
habitantes)11 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Taxa de incidência a nível nacional= 2,62 
Taxa de incidência no continente= 2,54 


 
   


 


 


 


                                                           
10 Estes dados relativos à taxa de incidência são meros indicadores, não podendo inferir-se a partir deles que existam mais ou menos situações de VD 


nestas regiões/distritos, uma vez que se referem apenas às ocorrências participadas. 
11 Cálculos realizados com base nas estimativas do Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2016. 
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2.3 PRIMEIRO SEMESTRE DE 2017 
 


Conforme se constata pela tabela 3, no primeiro semestre de 2017 foram registadas 13048 


participações de VD pelas FS, 5318 pela GNR (40,8%) e 7730 (59,2%) pela PSP.  


Observa-se que comparativamente ao período homólogo de 2016 verificaram-se mais 87 


participações, o que corresponde a uma taxa de variação positiva de 0,7% (-2,6% na GNR e 3,1% na 


PSP).  


 
Tabela 3: Ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às FS (1º semestre de 2017 e período homólogo de 


2016) 


 


2016 (1.º Semestre) 2017 (1.º Semestre) Taxa de 
variação 
total (%) 


Distrito/Região 
Autónoma 


GNR PSP Total GNR PSP Total 


Aveiro 590 223 813 570 242 812 -0,1 


Beja 95 29 124 111 23 134 8,1 


Braga 541 310 851 528 313 841 -1,2 


Bragança 106 55 161 88 48 136 -15,5 


Castelo Branco 143 72 215 148 85 233 8,4 


Coimbra 298 214 512 256 209 465 -9,2 


Évora 118 73 191 96 85 181 -5,2 


Faro 392 264 656 412 297 709 8,1 


Guarda 115 31 146 157 33 190 30,1 


Leiria 257 174 431 249 213 462 7,2 


Lisboa 400 2676 3076 376 2777 3153 2,5 


Portalegre 107 40 147 95 55 150 2,0 


Porto 943 1357 2300 917 1397 2314 0,6 


Santarém 263 155 418 230 152 382 -8,6 


Setúbal 480 623 1103 465 628 1093 -0,9 


Viana do Castelo 168 65 233 183 51 234 0,4 


Vila Real 182 58 240 159 61 220 -8,3 


Viseu 262 99 361 277 89 366 1,4 


R. A. Açores 1 480 481 1 479 480 -0,2 


R. A. Madeira - 502 502  493 493 -1,8 


Total 5461 7500 12961 5318 7730 13048 0,7 


Fonte: Cálculos SGMAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas FS12 


 


Os dados relativos ao primeiro semestre de 2017 apontam para um ligeiro aumento no número de 


ocorrências participadas às Forças de Segurança, devendo-se no entanto necessário aguardar pelos 


quantitativos para o ano completo para confirmar ou infirmar esta variação em termos anuais. 


                                                           
12 Salienta-se que poderão surgir ligeiras alterações nestes dados decorrentes do processo de atualização. 
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3. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS - 2016: CARACTERIZAÇÃO13  
 


As análises que se seguem e constam deste ponto 3 baseiam-se numa amostra de 26422 ocorrências 


de VD registadas pelas Forças de Segurança em 201614, 58% da PSP e 42% da GNR, 


correspondendo a 97,8% do universo de denúncias recebidas por estes serviços no ano em causa15.  


A análise está essencialmente organizada segundo as seguintes áreas de informação do Auto de 


Notícia/Denúncia Padrão de Violência Doméstica: Caracterização da participação, da ocorrência e 


da vítima e do denunciado. 


Em traços gerais, a caracterização das ocorrências e intervenientes que se segue apresenta-se 


congruente e em linha com os resultados obtidos nos anos anteriores, o que parece indiciar a 


existência de um padrão consolidado em termos da caracterização das situações de VD para as quais 


as Forças de Segurança são chamadas a intervir.  


 


 


3.1 PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 
 


Em 2016, os meses em que se registaram mais participações e mais ocorrências foram o julho 


(10,1% - participações e 10,2% - ocorrências) e o agosto (10,1% em ambos os casos), seguindo-se o 


junho (no caso das participações: 8,8%) e o janeiro (no caso das ocorrências: 8,8%) (tabela 4).  


Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e uma maior 


proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (33%), onde se destaca o domingo (18%) (tabela 4 e 


gráfico 1). 


Os períodos do dia em que se registaram mais participações foram a tarde (33%) e a noite (32%), 


seguindo-se a manhã (20,5%). De madrugada as FS receberam cerca de 14% das denúncias, 


significando que entre as 19 horas e as 6 horas da madrugada foram rececionadas 46% das 


participações (tabela 4 e gráfico 2).  


Relativamente à hora das ocorrências, cerca de 44% sucedeu à noite, 29% de tarde, 19% de manhã e 


9% de madrugada.  


                                                           
13 Por via de um processo de atualização dos dados podem existir ligeiras alterações nos valores aqui apresentados face ao plasmado em sede do último 


Relatório Anual de Segurança Interna (RASI). 
14 Ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2016 e 31/12/2016 e comunicadas à SGMAI até 23/11/2017 e compiladas nesta data.  
15 Esta taxa de cobertura das participações registadas reflete essencialmente o facto de que na data considerada faltavam ainda registos da GNR 


relativos ao período em causa. Neste sentido os dados apresentados podem ainda sofrer ligeiras oscilações. Os resultados refletem, para a maioria 
das variáveis, os casos em que os valores em questão estavam disponíveis (percentagens válidas), pelo que a dimensão da amostra em cada análise 
diverge de acordo com as variáveis envolvidas.  
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Em quase 70% dos casos as situações de violência doméstica foram reportadas às FS no próprio dia 


ou no dia seguinte. 


 


Tabela 4: Mês, dia de semana e hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


  Registo  
(%) 


Ocorrência  
(%) 


Mês  


janeiro 7,9 8,8 


fevereiro 7,3 7,5 


março 7,8 7,6 


abril 7,5 7,6 


maio 8,5 8,6 


junho 8,8 8,7 


julho 10,1 10,2 


agosto 10,1 10,1 


setembro 8,6 8,4 


outubro 8,2 7,9 


novembro 7,4 7,1 


dezembro 7,7 7,6 


Dia de semana 


2.ª feira 16,8 14,1 


3.ª feira 14,8 13,2 


4.ª feira 14,3 13,2 


5.ª feira 13,6 13,0 


6.ª feira 13,5 13,6 


Sábado 12,8 15,1 


Domingo 14,1 17,8 


 


Hora 


 


Manhã (7-12h) 20,5 18,8 


Tarde (13-18h) 33,3 28,7 


Noite (19-0h) 32,4 43,8 


Madrugada (1-6h) 


 


13,7 8,7 


Tempo decorrido 
entre participação 


e ocorrência  


Mesmo dia 44,0 


Dia seguinte 25,3 


2 a 5 dias após ocorrência 14,1 


≥6 dias após a ocorrência 16,6 
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Gráfico 1: Dia de semana de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


 


Gráfico 2: Hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


Atendendo aos dados disponíveis, observou-se que em mais de metade das participações de 


violência doméstica o meio de comunicação utilizado foi o presencial (no posto ou na esquadra) 


(52%), cerca de 21% foram comunicadas no âmbito das ações de policiamento de proximidade, 21% 


foram-no por telefone e nas restantes houve recurso a outros meios (tabela 5).  
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Tabela 5: Meio de comunicação da denúncia, motivo da intervenção policial e entrada no domicílio (%) 


 Total GNR PSP 


Meio de 
comunicação da 


denúncia 


 


Presencial 52 55 50 


Por telefone 21 40 6 


Através de ações de policiamento de proximidade 21 1 36 


Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica
16


 ou por e-mail 0 0 0 


Outros/não definido (inclui 112) 6 4 7 


Motivo da 
intervenção policial 


Pedido da vítima 77,8 


 


Denúncia anónima 2,8 


Informação de familiares 5,3 


Informação de vizinhos/as 3,5 


Conhecimento direto das FS 3,8 


Outro 6,8 


Entrada no domicílio (sim) 30,2 26,2 33,2 


Tipo de entrada 


 


Autorização escrita da vítima e/ou denunciado/a 3,5  


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima 50,8 


Aut. verbal expressa do/a denunciado/a 5,9 


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima e denunciado/a 38,3 


Por iniciativa policial (perigo efetivo atual ou 
iminente) 


1,5 


Por mandado judicial 0,1 


 


Analisando o meio de comunicação da denúncia, segundo a Força de Segurança, verificam-se 


algumas diferenças a salientar. No caso da GNR, 55% das participações foram comunicadas 


presencialmente no posto e 40% foram comunicadas por telefone, valores que na PSP 


correspondem a 50% e 6%, respetivamente. No caso da PSP, 36% das participações foram 


comunicadas no âmbito das ações de policiamento de proximidade, enquanto que no caso da GNR 


essa proporção foi de 1%. Estas diferenças continuam a carecer de uma análise mais apurada, no 


entanto há que atender que as áreas de responsabilidade da GNR e da PSP são diferentes, sendo que 


o carácter mais urbano ou mais rural, com implicações nomeadamente para os estilos de vida e 


preferências das populações, não será indiferente para esta reflexão. Também o facto das equipas 


especializadas da GNR, no âmbito da VD, atuarem essencialmente ao nível da fase de investigação 


criminal e do acompanhamento pós-vitimação, e as Equipas de Proximidade e Apoio à Vítima 


                                                           
16 Segundo os dados extraídos do Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica do MAI, em 2016 foram rececionadas por esta via 37 participações de violência 


doméstica, o que corresponde a cerca de 4% do volume total de participações efetuadas através deste Sistema. Desde 2008, entrada em 
funcionamento do SQE, até 31 de dezembro de 2016 foi registado um total de 410 queixas no âmbito da violência doméstica, o que representa cerca 
de 5% do total de queixas efetuadas através deste Sistema. Dados extraídos da aplicação relativa ao SQE em 18/12/2017. 
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(EPAV) da PSP atuarem nomeadamente numa primeira linha de deteção de casos, poderá contribuir 


para explicar esta diferença. 


 
Por outro lado, em mais de três quartos das situações a intervenção policial foi desencadeada por um 


pedido da vítima (78%), em cerca de 9% foram familiares ou vizinhos que reportaram a situação, em 


3% ocorreu uma denúncia anónima e em 4% dos casos foi a própria Força de Segurança (FS) que 


teve conhecimento direto das situações (tabela 5 e gráfico 3). 


Em 30% dos casos verificou-se a entrada da FS no domicílio do denunciado e/ou da vítima, entrada 


essa geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da vítima (51%). No caso das 


participações registadas pela GNR a proporção de ocorrências em que se deu a entrada da FS no 


domicílio foi de 26% enquanto que no caso da PSP foi cerca de 33%. As situações em que a entrada 


se verificou por iniciativa policial devido a perigo iminente ou por mandado judicial representaram 


quase 2% (tabela 5). 


Gráfico 3: Motivo da intervenção policial (%) 


 


Em cerca de 80% dos casos as ocorrências reportadas às FS verificaram-se numa residência 


particular (tabela 6), sendo que em 83% destes casos tratava-se da residência da vítima e do 


denunciado ou da residência apenas da vítima. Em 17% dos casos a situação sucedeu-se na via 


pública ou em outros locais públicos “fechados” (ex.: organismo público, estabelecimento comercial, 


estabelecimento de restauração e bebidas, entre outros). 
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Tabela 6: Local da ocorrência, presença de menores, ocorrências anteriores, tipo de violência e consequências 
para a vítima (%) 


 
% 


Local da ocorrência 


 


Residência particular 80,3 


Via pública 13,1 


Espaço público "fechado" 3,9 


Local de trabalho (da vítima) 0,2 


Outro/desconhecido 2,6 


Presença de menores (sim) 
34,9 


Ocorrências anteriores (sim) 
GNR: 25,6 


PSP: 20,8 


Tipo de violência 


exercida 


Física 67,8 


Psicológica 81,0 


Sexual 2,7 


Económica 8,8 


Social 15,4 


Consequências para 


a vítima 


Sem lesões 58,3 


Ferimentos ligeiros 41,1 


Ferimentos graves 0,6 


 


Em 26% das situações reportadas à GNR existiram ocorrências anteriores por agressão à mesma 


vítima e/ou a outro familiar praticadas pelo/a mesmo/a denunciado/a, e nos casos reportados à 


PSP essa percentagem foi de 21%. Em termos globais este valor situa-se em 23%. 


Na sequência do já mencionado em sede da análise efetuada para anos anteriores, esta diferença 


pode ainda dever-se ao facto de que a operacionalização desta variável tem vindo a ser realizada de 


forma diferente entre as duas Forças de Segurança, no caso da PSP, quando é assinalada a existência 


de ocorrências anteriores, significa que a(s) mesma(s) foi(ram) participadas às Forças de Segurança, 


operacionalização que não é tão restrita no caso da GNR, podendo apenas significar que existiram 


ocorrências anteriores, embora não reportadas17. 


Em cerca de 35% dos casos as ocorrências foram presenciadas por menores - valor inferior ao 


registado nos últimos anos (2012: 42%; 2013: 39%; 2014: 38%; e 2015: 36%).  


                                                           
17 Trata-se de uma questão que tem vindo a ser alvo de harmonização, sendo que a proporção de casos em que se encontra assinalado que existiam 


ocorrências anteriores tem vindo a diminuir na GNR, o que pode significar que efetivamente a operacionalização desta variável está 
progressivamente a ser cada vez mais realizada no sentido definido (em 2015 este valor foi 31,49%, sendo que em 2010 atingia os 55%). 
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A violência de tipo físico esteve presente em 68% das situações, a psicológica em 81%, a sexual em 


quase 3%, a económica18 em 9% e a social19 em 15%20 (tabela 6 e gráfico 4). 


Quase metade das situações teve como consequências para a vítima21 “ferimentos ligeiros” (41%) e 


em 58% dos casos foi registada a ausência de lesões. Em quase 1% dos casos os ferimentos 


resultantes foram graves.  


Acrescenta-se que em 16% das participações foram registadas outras vítimas (geralmente uma: 72%) 


e em 31% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma: 69%). Salienta-se 


que no caso das outras vítimas identificadas, 56% eram do sexo feminino e as restantes 44% eram 


do sexo masculino. No caso das testemunhas identificadas, 62% eram do sexo feminino e 38% do 


sexo masculino. 


Em termos da relação existente entre as “outras vítimas” identificadas e o/a denunciado/a, verifica-


se que a situação mais prevalecente é de que a “outra vítima” é um/a respetivo/a filho/a22 (55%). 


No caso da relação entre as testemunhas identificadas e a vítima, a situação mais prevalecente é a de 


que se trata de um/a filho/a desta (31%).  


Gráfico 4: Tipo de violência exercida (%) 


 


                                                           
18 Traduz-se no facto do agressor agir no sentido de tornar/manter a vítima dependente economicamente, assumindo um total controlo sobre os 


recursos financeiros. O agressor pode impedir a vítima de arranjar emprego ou de estudar, mantendo assim a sua dependência financeira, além de se 
recusar a dar dinheiro à vítima para as necessidades básicas, tais como, comida ou vestuário. 


19 Quando o agressor atua promovendo o isolamento da vítima em relação à família, amigos, vizinhos… (ex.: impede a vítima de sair de casa e/ou de contactar 
com outras pessoas). 


20 No Auto de Notícia/Denúncia o campo relativo ao tipo de violência é de escolha múltipla, pelo que o somatório de todos os tipos de violência não 
corresponde a 100%. 


21 Não são aqui apresentados os casos em que as FS tenham registado como consequência para a vítima a morte. Tal opção deve-se ao facto destes 
dados não serem representativos da realidade, uma vez que a investigação criminal das situações de homicídio, nomeadamente em contexto de 
violência doméstica é da competência reservada da Polícia Judiciária, entidade responsável pela atribuição do Número Único de Identificação do 
Processo Criminal (n.º 3 do art.º 10.º da Lei da Organização da Investigação Criminal - Lei 49/2008, de 27 de agosto). 


22 A informação disponível refere-se apenas à relação entre as “outras vítimas” e o/a denunciado/a e não à relação das “outras vítimas” com a vítima 
“principal”. Assim, quando a “outra vítima” é filho/a do/a denunciado/a, tal não significa que seja apenas filho/a do/a denunciado/a e não da 
vítima, poderá ser filho/a de ambos. 
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Considerando os tipos de violência presentes simultaneamente nas ocorrências participadas, verifica-


se que em 38% dos casos encontra-se assinalada a presença de violência física (F) e psicológica (P) 


(gráfico 5). 


 


Gráfico 5: Tipo de violência exercida – combinações verificadas (%) 


 


Legenda: F= Física; P=Psicológica; Sex= Sexual; E= Económica; Soc= Social 


 


Em quase um quarto dos casos foi indicada a existência de violência psicológica, sem quaisquer 


outros tipos de violência associados (23%), sucedendo o mesmo para 18% dos casos em que se 


encontra “somente” violência física. Em cerca de 6% dos casos para além da violência física e 


psicológica encontra-se violência social e em 5% a violência psicológica surge acompanhada de 


violência social. Em 0,4% dos casos todos os tipos de violência foram identificados. Nas restantes 


situações foram encontradas outras combinações relativamente aos tipos de violência existentes. 
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3.2 VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 
 


Em consonância com os dados dos anos anteriores, a larga maioria das vítimas era do sexo feminino 


(84%) e os denunciados do sexo masculino (86%)23
 (tabela 7). 


No que diz respeito à idade, mais de três quartos das vítimas e denunciados encontravam-se no 


grupo etário dos 25 a 64 anos (77% e 85%, respetivamente) (tabela 7 e gráfico 6), sendo a média de 


idades de 42 anos para as vítimas (desvio-padrão=16) e de 43 para os denunciados (desvio-


padrão=13)24.  


Em termos do estado civil das vítimas, 46% eram casadas ou viviam em união de facto, assim como 


47% dos denunciados. 


Quase dois terços das vítimas (65%) possuíam habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano 


(3.º ciclo), 22% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário e 10% ao nível do ensino superior 


(tabela 7 e gráfico 7). Em termos dos denunciados, a proporção daqueles que possuíam habilitações 


literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano era de 70%, 18% tinham habilitações ao nível do ensino 


secundário e 7% ao nível do ensino superior. 


Em termos de situação profissional, metade das vítimas encontrava-se ativa/empregada (50%), 23% 


estavam desempregadas, cerca de 8% eram domésticas, 11% eram reformadas ou pensionistas e as 


vítimas estudantes representavam 7%. No caso dos denunciados, 59% estavam ativos, 27% em 


situação de desemprego, 9% em situação de reforma/pensão e 5% eram estudantes ou domésticos. 


Cerca de 86% das vítimas e dos denunciados nasceu em Portugal e aproximadamente 6% das 


vítimas e 8% dos denunciados eram oriundos dos PALOP25. A proporção de casos em que os 


envolvidos são originários do Brasil foi de 3% e 2%, respetivamente. Entre os outros países de 


origem mais representados inclui-se a França, a Ucrânia e a Roménia. No total, a proporção de 


vítimas e de denunciados oriundas de países estrangeiros representava cerca de 14% dos casos. 


 


 


                                                           
23 Salienta-se que para estas análises aqui apresentadas, para cada ocorrência é apenas considerada uma vítima - a “principal” (e não as incluídas em 


“outras vítimas” no Auto de notícia/denúncia padrão de violência doméstica) e apenas um denunciado/a. Deste modo, alguns dos valores aqui 
apresentados podem diferir dos apresentados no Relatório Anual de Segurança Interna (RASI), uma vez que alguns dos dados aí apresentados em 
termos de sexo, idade e grau de parentesco contemplavam todas as vítimas e denunciados/as (nesse caso, os números de vítimas e de 
denunciados/as pode ultrapassar o número de ocorrências registadas, uma vez que em cada participação pode ter estado envolvida mais do que uma 
vítima e envolvido/a mais do que um/a denunciado/a). 


24 Mediana de idades: Vitima= 41 e Denunciado=42   
25 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 
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Tabela 7: Caracterização das vítimas e denunciados/as (%) 


 Vítimas  
(%) 


Denunciados/as 
(%) 


Sexo  
 


Homem 16,3 86,2 


Mulher 83,7 13,8 


Idade 
 


[0-18[  5,4 0,7 


[18-25[ 9,1 7,4 


[25-34[ 19,8 20,7 


[35-44[ 27,0 29,8 


[45-54[ 19,8 23,2 


[55-64[ 9,9 11,7 


[65-75[ 5,4 4,5 


≥ 75 anos 3,6 1,9 


Estado civil 
  


Casado/a 38,7 40,0 


União de facto  6,9 6,8 


Divorciado/a ou Separado judicialmente 16,8 14,6 


Solteiro/a 33,7 37,6 


Viúvo/a 3,9 1,0 


Habilitações 
 


Sem habilitações 4,3 3,1 


Ensino básico 1.º ciclo (4º ano) 18,8 20,6 


Ensino básico 2.º ciclo  (6º ano) 16,4 20,7 


Ensino básico 3.º ciclo  (9º ano) 25,2 26,2 


12º Ano  21,8 17,7 


Ensino Superior 10,1 7,4 


Outro 3,4 4,4 


Situação 
profissional  


Empregado/a 50,5 59,3 


Desempregado/a 23,0 26,6 


Doméstica/o 8,3 1,4 


Estudante 7,3 3,5 


Reformado/a, Aposentado/a ou está na reserva 10,6 9,0 


Incapacitado/a permanente para o trabalho 0,3 0,2 


País de origem 
 


Portugal 86,1 86,0 


Brasil 3,2 2,4 


PALOP 5,8 7,5 


Outro 4,8 4,1 
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Gráfico 6: Idade das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


 
Gráfico 7: Habilitações das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


Em termos da relação vítima-denunciado, 56% das vítimas mantinham, na ocasião da participação 


da ocorrência, uma relação conjugal com o denunciado, para 22% a conjugalidade existira 


anteriormente, 6,2% das vítimas eram descendentes26 do denunciado, 6,3% eram ascendentes27 do 


                                                           
26 Vítima é descendente do denunciado - inclui situações como: a vítima é filho(a), enteado(a), neto(a), sobrinho(a), genro/nora do denunciado/a ou 


tutelado(a) por este/a.  
27 Vítima é ascendente - inclui situações em que a vítima é mãe/ pai/ avó(ô) /tio/a / sogro/a / tutor(a)/ padrasto/madrasta do denunciado. 
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denunciado, em 9% existia/existira uma relação de namoro28 e em menos de 0,5% dos casos a 


relação era de outro tipo (colateral29 ou outra) (tabela 8 e gráfico 8). As relações conjugais, presentes 


ou passadas, representaram cerca de 77%30 dos casos, e somando a estas as relações de namoro, 


verifica-se que as situações de VD em relações íntimas (conjugais ou de namoro) representam 86% 


das participações.  


 


Tabela 8: Caracterização das vítimas – tipo de relação com denunciado/a, dependência económica, 
internamento hospitalar e baixa médica (%) 


 % 


Tipo de relação vítima 
- denunciado/a 


Conjugalidade presente 55,9 


Conjugalidade passada 21,6 


Vítima é descendente 6,2 


Vítima é ascendente 6,3 


Vítima é colateral 0,4 


Namoro - presente  4,0 


Namoro - passado 5,2 


Outras situações 0,4 


Depende económica do/a denunciado/a (sim) 18,6 


Com internamento hospitalar  1,1 


Com baixa médica  0,5 


 


Cerca de quatro quintos das vítimas não dependia economicamente do denunciado (81%). 


Em apenas 1,1% das situações registadas pelas Forças de Segurança houve lugar a internamento 


hospitalar da vítima e em 0,5% recurso a baixa médica por parte desta.  


                                                           
28 Em fevereiro de 2013 o Código Penal foi objeto de algumas alterações, entre elas a introduzida no art.º 152.º relativo ao crime de violência 


doméstica, clarificando-se que as relações de namoro presentes ou passadas são abrangidas por este ilícito penal (Lei n.º 19/2013, de 21 de 
fevereiro). 


29 Colateral inclui irmão, primo(a) e cunhado(a). 
30 Somando os valores com duas casas decimais (55,87 – conjugalidade presente; e 21,60- conjugalidade passada). 
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Gráfico 8: Relação vítima-denunciado/a (%) 


 


Conforme se pode observar na tabela 9, a grande maioria dos denunciados também não dependia 


economicamente da vítima (86%). 


Relativamente ao consumo de substâncias psicotrópicas, os dados apontam para que cerca de 41% 


dos denunciados apresentavam problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool31 e 13% com o 


consumo de estupefacientes32.  


Segundo os dados disponíveis, em 8% dos casos o denunciado possuía arma e em cerca de 4% 


houve utilização de uma arma. A tipologia de arma mais frequentemente utilizada foi a arma branca 


(2,2%), seguindo-se outras armas/instrumentos (0,8%). A utilização de arma de fogo (de defesa ou 


de caça) ocorreu em cerca de 1% das situações (0,7%). 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                           
31 Significa que o denunciado, no último ano: não conseguiu cumprir tarefas que habitualmente lhe são exigidas (ex: no trabalho, em casa…) por ter 


bebido; ficou ferido ou feriu alguém por ter bebido; ou alguma vez um familiar, amigo, médico ou outro profissional de saúde manifestou 
preocupação pelo seu consumo de álcool ou sugeriu que deixasse de beber; Ilustra que o consumo de álcool do denunciado tem afetado 
negativamente, no último ano, a sua saúde, desempenho profissional, familiar… e/ou a sua relação com os outros. 


32 Operacionalização idêntica à relativa ao álcool. Ver nota anterior.  
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Tabela 9: Caracterização dos/as denunciados/as – dependência económica, problemas relacionados com 
álcool/droga, posse e utilização de arma (%) 


 
% 


Depende economicamente da vítima  14,0 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool 40,7 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de 
estupefacientes  12,7 


Posse de arma 8,0 


Tipo de arma 
utilizada na 
ocorrência 


Arma branca 2,2 


Arma de fogo de caça 0,4 


Arma de fogo de defesa 0,3 


Outra arma /instrumento 0,8 


Nenhum 96,2 


 
 


 


3.3 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA, TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E SEXO DOS 
INTERVENIENTES33 
 


Neste ponto procurou-se apresentar alguns dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do cruzamento 


de algumas variáveis, de modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a 


contribuir para a resposta a frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional34, no domínio da 


violência doméstica/violência no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações 


de intimidade. 


 


3.3.1 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA PRATICADA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Cruzando o tipo de violência com o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que a 


proporção mais elevada de casos em que foi assinalada violência física se registou nas situações de 


violência doméstica entre namorados (86%) e contra descendentes35 (74%) (gráfico 9). A violência 


psicológica e a violência social assumiram valores percentuais mais expressivos nas ocorrências entre 


                                                           
33 Cálculos apresentados com base nas ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2016 e 31/12/2016 e comunicadas à SGMAI até 21/12/2017. 


Por via da atualização dos dados podem existir ligeiras oscilações nos valores aqui apresentados face aos plasmados em sede do último RASI. 
34 Nomeadamente para efeitos dos indicadores definidos pelo Instituto Europeu para a Igualdade de Género (EIGE) no âmbito da violência em 


relações de intimidade. 
35 Vítima é descendente do/a denunciado/a - inclui situações em que a vítima é filho(a)/ enteado(a)/ neto(a)/ sobrinho(a) / genro/nora do 


denunciado.  
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ex-namorados e entre ex-cônjuges (86% e 24%, e 86% e 19%, respetivamente). A violência 


económica foi especialmente sinalizada nas situações de violência contra ascendentes36 (19%) e a 


violência sexual surgiu em maior proporção nas situações de violência contra atual cônjuge (3%) e 


entre ex-namorados (3%).  


Gráfico 9: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2016) (%) 


 


 


3.3.2 TAXA DE FEMINIZAÇÃO DA VÍTIMA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Conforme referido anteriormente, em termos globais, e considerando apenas uma vítima (a 


“principal”) por ocorrência, observa-se que em cerca de 84% das situações a vítima era do sexo 


feminino.  


Efetuando esta análise segundo o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que nas situações 


de violência entre namorados e ex-namorados a proporção de vítimas do sexo feminino é igual ou 


superior a 89%, nas situações de violência contra atual cônjuge este valor é próximo de 87% e nas 


situações entre ex-cônjuges é de 84% (gráfico 10). Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e 


contra descendentes predominam também as vítimas do sexo feminino, embora os valores sejam 


inferiores aos registados nas outras tipologias: 75% e 61%, respetivamente. 


 


 


 


                                                           
36 Vítima é ascendente - inclui situações em que a vítima é mãe/ pai/ avó(ô) /tio/a / sogro/a / tutor(a)/ padrasto/madrasta do denunciado. 
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Gráfico 10: Taxa de feminização da vítima segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2016) (%) 


 


3.3.3 SEXO DA VÍTIMA E SEXO DO/A DENUNCIADO/A SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Analisando o sexo da vítima, o sexo do/a denunciado/a e a tipologia de vitimação, constata-se que 


nas situações de violência em relações de intimidade a proporção de situações em que a vítima é do 


sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo masculino37 oscila entre 83% (ex-cônjuges) e 88% 


(namorados e ex-namorados), sendo de 85% nos casos entre cônjuges. Nas situações de violência 


em relações de intimidade a proporção de casos em que a vítima é do sexo masculino e o 


denunciado do sexo feminino38 variou entre 8% (namorados) e 14% (ex-cônjuges), sendo de 11% 


nas situações entre cônjuges e de 9% entre ex-namorados (gráfico 11).  


 


 


                                                           
37 Ver barras laranjas. 
38 Ver barras azuis mais claras. 
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Gráfico 11: Sexo da vítima e sexo do/a denunciado/a, segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2016) [Vítima-
Denunciado/a] (%) 


 


Constata-se que a proporção de casos de violência em relações de intimidade heterossexuais39 


representa 96% das participações de VD registadas pelas FS ao nível das situações entre cônjuges ou 


namorados e 97% entre ex-cônjuges ou ex-namorados, sendo assim de 4% e 3%, respetivamente, o 


peso das situações sucedidas em relações de intimidade homossexuais40. 


Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e contra descendentes a maior proporção de situações 


corresponde igualmente a casos em que a vítima é do sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo 


masculino, embora os valores sejam inferiores aos registados nas outras tipologias: 61% e 46%, 


respetivamente. Nas ocorrências contra ascendentes, em 22% dos casos quer a vítima quer o 


denunciado são do sexo masculino e em 14% das situações são ambas do sexo feminino. No caso 


das ocorrências contra descendentes estes valores são de 31% e 15%, respetivamente. Nestas duas 


tipologias as situações em que a vítima é do sexo masculino e a denunciada do sexo feminino 


correspondem a 3% (contra ascendentes) e 8% (contra descendentes).  


 


 


 


 


                                                           
39 Ver barras laranjas e azuis mais claras. 
40 Ver barras azuis escuras e amarelas. 
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3.3.4 SITUAÇÕES DE VD EM RELAÇÕES DE INTIMIDADE (EM QUE VÍTIMA É MULHER, COM 18 


OU MAIS ANOS, E DENUNCIADO É HOMEM), POR TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E POR TIPO DE 


VIOLÊNCIA  


 


Conforme se observa no gráfico 12, quando se consideram apenas situações de violência em 


relações de intimidade em que a vítima é do sexo feminino (com 18 ou mais anos) e o denunciado é 


do sexo masculino, o padrão de resultados é muito próximo do já apresentado para estas situações 


no ponto anterior 3.3.1. O tipo de violência mais assinalado é a psicológica/emocional, seguindo-se 


a violência física, com exceção do verificado nas situações de namoro, em que sucede o inverso. A 


violência sexual e a económica surgem de forma mais acentuada nas situações de violência contra 


cônjuge e a violência de tipo social assume valores superiores em casos de violência entre ex-


namorados e ex-cônjuges. 


Gráfico 12: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação, quando as vítimas são mulheres (com 
18 ou mais anos) e os denunciados são homens (2016) (%) 


 


 


  


0


20


40


60


80


100


Entre cônjuges (ou
casais em situação


análoga)


Entre ex-cônjuges
(ou casais que


viveram em
situação análoga)


Entre ex-
namorados


Entre namorados


71 


53 57 


85 82 
87 88 


77 


4 2 3 2 
11 


6 3 4 


15 
20 24 


13 


%


 


Violência Física Violência Psicológica/Emocional Violência Sexual Violência Económica Violência Social







 
38 


4. DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS 
 


4.1 DETENÇÕES EFETUADAS PELAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA 
 


Em 2016 as Forças de Segurança detiveram 730 suspeitos (GNR: 206 e PSP: 524), o que 


corresponde a menos 20 detenções (-2,7%) face ao registado em 2015 (tabela 10). Apesar desta 


diminuição, salienta-se que o número de detenções apresentou até 2015 um aumento contínuo desde 


2009 (com exceção da situação verificada em 2012). 


Entre 2009 e 2010, o número de detenções duplicou41; entre 2010 e 2011 aumentou 6%; entre 2011 


e 2012 diminuiu 11%; entre 2012 e 2013 aumentou 22%, entre 2013 e 2014 voltou a aumentar 21%, 


e entre 2014 e 2015 aumentou igualmente 21%. 


O número de detenções teve um aumento superior a 200% entre 2009 e 2016 (+239%).  


 


Tabela 10: Número de suspeitos detidos pelas FS no âmbito de situações de VD (2009-2016) (Fi) 


 


Suspeitos 
detidos 


2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 


GNR 67 152 169 139 169 154 206 206 


PSP 148 289 298 278 341 464 544 524 


Total 215 441 467 417 510 618 750 730 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. 


 


                                                           
41 O que poderá não ser alheio à entrada em vigor da Lei 112/2009, de 16 de setembro. Esta Lei prevê, em situações em que haja perigo de 


continuação da atividade criminosa ou se tal se mostrar imprescindível à proteção da vítima a possibilidade de detenção fora de flagrante que pode 
ser efetuada mediante mandado do juiz ou do Ministério Público, ou ainda por iniciativa das autoridades policiais (desde que os requisitos atrás 
mencionados estejam verificados e não tenha sido possível, pela urgência da situação, esperar pela intervenção da autoridade judiciária). 
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Gráfico 13: Detenção de suspeitos no âmbito da VD efetuadas pelas FS (2009-2016) 


 


 


 


4.2 ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA 
 


Em termos da prevenção, investigação e apoio em situações de violência doméstica importa destacar 


as estruturas existentes nas Forças de Segurança destinadas à prevenção, investigação e 


acompanhamento das situações de violência doméstica.  


No seu conjunto, as Forças de Segurança dispunham, no final de 2016, de 1005 efetivos (443 na 


GNR e 562 na PSP) com responsabilidades no âmbito da violência doméstica e 63% (437, em 690) 


dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial dispunham de salas específicas de atendimento à 


vítima (SAV). 


 


4.2.1 GNR 


 


Na GNR, os Núcleos de Investigação e de Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE) (anteriormente 


designados Núcleos Mulher e Menor - NMUME, cuja implementação teve início em 2004) e as Equipas, 


ambos inseridos no Projeto IAVE (Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas), incidem a sua 


atuação na prevenção, investigação e acompanhamento das situações de violência exercida sobre 
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mulheres, crianças e outros grupos de vítimas específicas. Os/as militares são preparados/as através 


de formação específica para desempenharem estas funções. 


No final de 2016 existiam 24 NIAVE42, geralmente nos comandos ou destacamentos territoriais da 


GNR, com cerca de 3-4 investigadores/as. Ao nível dos postos territoriais, mais próximos da 


população, existiam 303 Equipas, geralmente constituídas por 1-2 elementos. 


Em 31 de dezembro de 2016, existiam 32743 pontos na GNR no âmbito do Projeto IAVE (24 


NIAVE e 303 Equipas), com um total de 443 militares afetos/as (363 homens e 80 mulheres)44.  


 


4.2.2 PSP 


 


As Equipas de Proximidade e de Apoio à Vítima (EPAV) da PSP foram criadas em 2006 como 


forma de resposta a uma intervenção que se pretende cada vez mais qualificada, junto de vítimas de 


crime em geral e essencialmente perante vítimas especialmente vulneráveis – as crianças, pessoas 


idosas; vítimas de violência doméstica e outras vítimas de violência grave. As EPAV são 


responsáveis pela segurança e policiamento de proximidade, sendo que uma das principais 


atribuições/competências passa por proceder a uma caracterização da área de intervenção, 


sinalizando locais de risco. No trabalho desenvolvido junto das populações destaca-se a prestação de 


informação, encaminhamento para outras entidades/serviços públicos, ONG45 e IPSS46 e outros 


organismos, acompanhamento de casos, sem esquecer o acompanhamento pós-vitimação e a 


deteção de cifras negras47.  


A 31 de dezembro de 2016 existiam 407 elementos policiais afetos em exclusividade às EPAV, 


distribuídos pelos diversos Comandos da PSP (344 homens e 63 mulheres)48. Adicionalmente refere-


se que existem ainda outros 232 elementos policiais (187 homens e 45 mulheres) afetos às EPAV, 


no entanto colaboram igualmente no Programa Escola Segura, pelo que não se encontram afetos em 


exclusividade às EPAV49.  


                                                           
42 Geralmente localizados nos Comandos Territoriais (nas sedes dos distritos do continente) ou nos Destacamentos Territoriais, com exceção dos 


NIAVE descentralizados – um no Comando Territorial de Lisboa situado no Posto Territorial da Merceana e outro no Comado Territorial de 
Setúbal (situado no Posto Territorial da Costa da Caparica). 


43 A 31/12/2009 existiam 232 pontos (22 NIAVE e 210 Equipas de Investigação e Inquérito-EII), a 31/12/2010 existiam 269 pontos (22 NIAVE e 
247 EII); a 31/12/2011 existiam 282 pontos (23 NIAVE e 259 EII); a 31/12/2012 existiam 294 pontos (23 NIAVE e 271 EII); a 31/12/2013 
existiam 275 pontos (23 NIAVE e 252 EII); a 31/12/2014 existiam 311 pontos (24 NIAVE e 287 Equipas); e a 31/12/2015 existiam 325 pontos 
(24 NIAVE e 302 Equipas).  


44 Fonte: GNR. 
45 Organização Não Governamental. 
46 Instituição Particular de Solidariedade Social. 
47 Proporção das ocorrências verificadas mas não reportadas aos órgãos de polícia criminal. 
48 Fonte: PSP. 
49 Em alguns comandos da PSP esta solução combinada é a única realidade verificada, não existindo nesses locais elementos policiais afetos em 


exclusividade às EPAV. 
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Ao nível da investigação criminal, a PSP dispunha de 155 elementos afetos às equipas especiais de 


VD (113 homens e 42 mulheres)50. Trata-se de equipas que funcionam geralmente ao nível das 


esquadras de investigação criminal ou nas brigadas de investigação criminal dos vários 


Comandos/Divisões policiais e que possuem responsabilidades específicas na investigação dos casos 


de VD. 


No final de 2016, a PSP dispunha de 562 efetivos com responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da 


violência doméstica (457 homens e 105 mulheres). 


 


4.3 SALAS DE ATENDIMENTO À VÍTIMA 
 


O atendimento às vítimas de violência doméstica, nos postos da GNR e nas esquadras da PSP tende 


a realizar-se em espaços próprios para o efeito, de modo a garantir a privacidade e o conforto da 


vítima. Todas as esquadras e postos criados de novo possuem salas de atendimento à vítima (SAV) e 


nas instalações mais antigas foram/são feitas as adaptações possíveis.  


Cerca de 63% dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial possuem uma sala específica para 


atendimento à vítima, nos restantes este atendimento realiza-se geralmente numa outra sala que 


reúna as condições necessárias para o efeito, nomeadamente em termos de conforto e privacidade. 


Existem 292 SAV na GNR51 e 145 SAV na PSP52, perfazendo um total de 437 salas de atendimento 


à vítima no universo de 690 postos e esquadras de competência territorial. 


 


 


4.4 AÇÕES DE FORMAÇÃO E OUTRAS INICIATIVAS 
 


Ao nível da formação nas FS com relevo para a área da violência doméstica, salienta-se que em 2016 


a GNR realizou um curso IAVE (78 formandos/as: 64H e 14M). 


Foram ministradas pela Comissão para a Cidadania e Igualdade Género (CIG) 11 ações de formação 


no âmbito da medida de teleassistência a vítimas de VD nos comandos territoriais da GNR, 


envolvendo um total de 306 formandos/as (265H e 41M). 


                                                           
50 Idem. 
51 A estas 292 SAV acrescem outras 16 existentes ao nível dos Núcleos de Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE). 
52 A estas 145 SAV acrescem outras 10 existentes em esquadras da PSP não territoriais (ex.: esquadras de investigação criminal/ esquadras de segurança 


aeroportuária., trânsito), incluindo-se também aqui espaços específicos como o Espaço Júlia em Lisboa. 
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Em 2016, a PSP realizou um Curso no âmbito do Modelo Integrado de Policiamento de 


Proximidade (MIPP) envolvendo 235 elementos e realizou ações de formação sobre Violência 


doméstica abrangendo 541 elementos. 


A SGMAI, em parceria com as FS, realizou, em novembro de 2016, 3 ações de formação no âmbito 


da Análise Retrospetiva de Homicídios em Violência Doméstica dirigidas a 83 formandos/as das 


Forças de Segurança (61H e 22M). 


Em 2016 foram efetuadas 27116 avaliações de risco e mais de 20800 reavaliações, através da ficha de 


avaliação de risco em violência doméstica (RVD) 53. No que se refere ao risco atribuído na avaliação 


inicial, 22% de casos foram classificados de risco elevado, 50% de risco médio e 28% de risco 


baixo54. 


Em 2016 continuou a monitorizar-se a implementação da RVD, tendo sido recolhidos dados e 


informações juntos das FS. Procurou-se avaliar aspetos como a implementação da RVD-1L 


(avaliação inicial), as reavaliações (RVD-2L), o estabelecimento de contactos com as vítimas, a 


elaboração de planos de segurança, a articulação entre a 1.ª e 2.ª linhas de atuação nas FS, a 


articulação entre as FS e o Ministério Público, e ainda questões relacionadas com a utilização das 


ferramentas informáticas. De forma generalizada, o instrumento é tido como uma mais-valia para a 


intervenção, apesar da perceção existente em termos do acréscimo de volume de trabalho ao nível 


das FS, sendo referido pelos profissionais que a adoção desta nova metodologia teve impacto 


positivo no policiamento da violência doméstica nomeadamente no que se refere ao acionamento 


dos mecanismos de resposta, recolha da prova e proteção da vítima. Afinações ao nível de alguns 


procedimentos têm vindo a ser ponderadas e implementadas, de modo a aperfeiçoar-se a 


implementação desta nova metodologia.  


Refira-se ainda que em finais de novembro a SGMAI, em articulação com as FS, propôs a criação 


do Programa Especial de policiamento da VD, tendo o mesmo sido aprovado por S. Ex.ª a Ministra 


da Administração Interna em 23/12/2016. Este Programa tem como objetivo congregar as diversas 


medidas, iniciativas e projetos do MAI neste domínio, procurando-se valorizar e reforçar todo o 


trabalho que vem sendo realizado nesta área nomeadamente pelas Forças de Segurança e pelo grupo 


intra-MAI para a VD (SGMAI, GNR e PSP). 


 


 


                                                           
53 Valores atualizados tendo por base os dados relativos a 2016 disponíveis em agosto de 2017. 
54 Idem. 
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5. ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-


CRIME  
 


A Lei n.º 112/2009, de 16 de setembro, estabeleceu o regime jurídico aplicável à prevenção da 


violência doméstica, à proteção e à assistência das suas vítimas, e definiu o quadro normativo de 


direitos e deveres da vítima que constam da atribuição do estatuto de vítima55 e estipulou que as 


decisões finais em processos por prática do crime de violência doméstica56 deviam ser comunicados 


à DGAI e à Comissão para a Cidadania e Igualdade de Género (CIG) (art.º 37.º).  


Os dados que constam deste capítulo, ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças, são provenientes de 


mapas excel remetidos por correio eletrónico pelos serviços do Ministério Público e dos Tribunais. 


Estes mapas foram adotados na sequência das orientações constantes no Despacho n.º 7/2012, da 


Procuradoria-Geral da República, na Divulgação n.º 80, de 13 de abril de 2012, do Conselho 


Superior da Magistratura e no Ofício-circular n.º 32/DGAJ/DSAJ, de 14 de maio de 2012, da 


Direção-Geral da Administração da Justiça (DGAJ). 


 
Ficou assim definido que cada serviço do Ministério Público/Tribunal deverá remeter os mapas nos 


meses de janeiro e julho integrando os dados do semestre anterior. Os referidos mapas têm vindo a 


ser utilizados de forma mais sistematizada desde 1 de janeiro de 2013, embora ainda sejam 


comunicadas diversas decisões em formato papel ou através de correio eletrónico de forma 


casuística, e ainda se verifica a ausência de comunicação por parte de alguns serviços.  


 
A SGMAI, efetuou, ainda em 2016, desenvolvimentos relativos a uma aplicação informática que visa 


facilitar a comunicação e tratamento das decisões previstas no art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, prevendo-se 


que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em funcionamento. 


 


 


 


 
 


                                                           
55 A Portaria n.º 229-A/2010, de 23 de abril, regulamentou os modelos de documentos comprovativos da atribuição do estatuto de vítima. Este deve 


ser atribuído pelas autoridades judiciárias ou órgãos de polícia criminal quando não existam indícios de que a denúncia de violência doméstica é 
infundada. 


56 A atual redação, dada pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro, especifica que devem ser comunicadas as decisões de atribuição do estatuto de vítima, os 
despachos finais proferidos em inquéritos e as decisões finais transitadas em julgado em processos por prática do crime de violência doméstica. 
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5.1 ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA 
 
Em 2016 foram rececionadas 23597 comunicações sobre atribuição do estatuto de vítima 


provenientes das Forças de Segurança, valor inferior ao verificado em 2015 (24730). 


Constatou-se que dos 23597 casos em que esta informação estava registada, em 89% ocorreu a 


atribuição do estatuto de vítima, em 3% foi atribuído, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à 


informação e em 8% dos casos a vítima recusou (tabela 11). 


  
Verificou-se que a proporção de situações em que a vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do referido 


estatuto foi superior na PSP comparativamente ao observado para a GNR (11% e 4%, 


respetivamente). Estes padrões de resultados são semelhantes aos já verificados em análises 


realizadas anteriormente. 


 


Tabela 11: Decisões sobre atribuição de estatuto de vítima comunicadas à SGMAI pelas FS (2016) 


  2016 
  Fi % 


GNR
57


 


Atribuído 7821 92,8 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 247 2,9 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 360 4,3 


 


Total 8428 100 


 


Atribuído 13126 86,5 


PSP
58


 
Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 430 2,8 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1613 10,6 


 


Total 15169 100 


 
Total FS 


Atribuído 20947 88,8 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 677 2,9 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1973 8,4 


 


Total 23597 100 


 


Considerando o total de ocorrências participadas às Forças de Segurança em 2016 (27011), constata-


se que para 87%59 dos casos a informação relativa à atribuição do estatuto de vítima encontrava-se 


disponível60. 


                                                           
57 Total comunicado à SGMAI referentes ao período de 1/1/2016 a 31/12/2016 através de mapa excel próprio para o efeito.  
58 Total comunicado à SGMAI proveniente do SEI (Sistema Estratégico de Informações) da PSP, relativamente às ocorrências participadas entre 
1/1/2016 e 31/12/2016. 
59 No ano de 2015 esta percentagem foi de 92%. A diminuição verificada em 2016 face a 2015 poderá estar relacionada com o facto de existir uma 


crescente cobertura do sistema informático SIIOP (Sistema Integrado de Informações Operacionais Policiais) da GNR e consequentemente uma 
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5.2 RESULTADOS DE INQUÉRITOS  
 
 
Os resultados que se seguem devem ser analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez 


que refletem apenas os casos em que as decisões do Ministério Público (MP) foram comunicadas à 


ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa excel), podendo não espelhar a realidade nacional (ainda 


existem comarcas/serviços do MP que não comunicam de forma sistemática os dados ou não o 


fazem nos moldes previstos - através do mapa excel) e mesmo para as comarcas que têm efetuado 


essa comunicação não é possível garantir que a informação remetida comporta efetivamente os 


resultados de todos os inquéritos e não apenas de uma parte. 


O esforço efetuado pela maioria dos serviços do Ministério Público para proceder à comunicação 


nos moldes previstos é aqui reconhecido e os resultados disponibilizados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 12 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos serviços do Ministério Públicos à ex-DGAI/SGMAI entre 1/1/2012 e 30/6/2015;  


para efeito dos resultados dos inquéritos relativos a 2015 foram considerados os dados comunicados 


entre 1/7/2015 a 11/5/2016; e para efeitos de 2016 foram considerados os dados comunicados 


entre 1/7/2016 e 8/11/2017. Para qualquer dos anos foram apenas tidas em conta as comunicações 


rececionadas através do mapa excel definido. 


De um total de 4546761 resultados de inquéritos relativos aos anos de 2012 a 2016 cerca de 78% 


resultou em arquivamento, 17% em acusação e 5% em suspensão provisória do processo (SPP) 


(tabela 12 e gráfico 14). Em 2016, a taxa de arquivamento situou-se nos 79%, a de acusação nos 16% 


e a de SPP em 5%62. 


 


 


 


 


 


                                                                                                                                                                                           
eventual descontinuação da utilização do mapa para efeitos de comunicação do estatuto de vítima (uma vez que esta informação consta do SIIOP). 
Esta questão será oportunamente verificada. 


60 Salienta-se que esta percentagem deve ser analisada com alguma reserva uma vez que no caso da GNR podem ter sido atribuídos mais do que um 


estatuto de vítima por ocorrência e foram excluídos desta análise os casos de 2016 que comportam informação acerca da atribuição do estatuto de 
vítima registados pelo SIIOP e comunicados à SGMAI, por se terem verificado algumas situações de sobreposição da informação entre estes e os 
que constam nos dados comunicados pela GNR via mapa excel. 


61 Corresponde às comunicações efetuadas mediante o mapa excel definido e remetidas por correio eletrónico para a DGAI/SGMAI. Não foram aqui 
incluídos os resultados comunicados em suporte papel ou via digital em pdf. Do total de comunicações efetuadas via mapa excel, foram, para os 
presentes efeitos, excluídos os seguintes casos: 1) o resultado do inquérito não estava disponível, 2) comunicações duplicadas (NUIPC repetido); 3) 
menção à incorporação num outro inquérito; 4) indicação de que o inquérito se encontrava pendente; 5) indicação de desistência da queixa; 6) alguns 
casos onde referia arquivado sem indicar o motivo; 7) arquivado devido à morte do arguido; 8) menção a “dispensa de pena”; 9) alteração da 
qualificação/reclassificação; 10) data do despacho inválida ou fora do período temporal definido (2012 a 2016).   


62 As comunicações relativas aos despachos de 2016 são provenientes de 115 comarcas distintas (considerando ainda as 231 existentes antes da entrada 
em vigor do novo mapa judiciário). 
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Tabela 12: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2016) 


 


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 


 


 Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


Arquivamento 


Art.º 277.º  
n.º 1 


933 14,6 1189 13,0 980 14,6 1378 11,9 1645 14,1 6125 13,47 


Art.º 277.º  
n.º 2     


3281 51,3 5415 59,0 3781 56,2 7135 61,8 6909 59,4 26521 58,33 


Art.º 282.º  
n.º 3 


697 10,9 454 4,9 411 6,1 659 5,7 662 5,7 2883 6,34 


Total 4911 76,8 7058 76,9 5172 76,9 9172 79,4 9216 79,3 35529 78,14 


Acusação 1236 19,3 1591 17,3 1199 17,8 1906 16,5 1849 15,9 7781 17,11 


Suspensão provisória do 
processo 


247 3,9 525 5,7 352 5,2 472 4,1 561 4,8 2157 4,74 


Total 6394 100 9174 100 6723 100 11550 100 11626 100 45467 100 


 


 


Em 2016, cerca de 59% do total de inquéritos foram arquivados por falta de prova (art.º 277.º, n.º 2 


do Código do Processo Penal - CPP), 14% foi arquivado uma vez que foi recolhida prova bastante 


de se não ter verificado crime, de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser 


legalmente inadmissível o procedimento (art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP) e cerca de 6% de todos os 


inquéritos considerados foram arquivados na sequência do arguido ter cumprido as injunções e 


regras de conduta determinadas, chegando ao fim o prazo da suspensão provisória do processo (art.º 


282.º, n.º 3 do CPP) (tabela 12). 
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Gráfico 14: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2016) (%)  


 


 


Analisando os motivos de arquivamento constata-se que entre os 35529 processos (arquivados), 


cerca de 75% foram arquivados ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 2 do CPP (falta de prova)63, 17% ao 


abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP (ausência de crime/arguido não o praticou)64, e 8% ao abrigo do 


art.º 282.º, n.º 3 do CPP (finalização de SPP)65 (tabela 13 e gráfico 15). Em 2016, estes valores foram 


na ordem dos 75%, 18% e 7%, respetivamente. 


 
Tabela 13: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2016)  


 


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 


 


 Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


A
rq


u
iv


am
e


n
to


 Art.º 277.º  n.º 1 - CPP 
933 19,0 1189 16,8 980 18,9 1378 15,0 1645 17,8 6125 17,2 


Art.º 277.º  n.º 2 - CPP 
3281 66,8 5415 76,7 3781 73,1 7135 77,8 6909 75,0 26521 74,6 


Art.º 282.º  n.º 3 - CPP 
697 14,2 454 6,4 411 7,9 659 7,2 662 7,2 2883 8,1 


Total 4911 100 7058 100 5172 100 9172 100 9216 100 35529 100 


 


                                                           
63 Inquérito arquivado se não tiver sido possível ao Ministério Público obter indícios suficientes da verificação de crime ou de quem foram os agentes 


(CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 2). 
64 O Ministério Público procede, por despacho, ao arquivamento do inquérito, logo que tiver recolhido prova bastante de se não ter verificado crime, 


de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser legalmente inadmissível o procedimento (CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 1). 
65 Se o arguido cumprir as injunções e regras de conduta, o Ministério Público arquiva o processo, não podendo ser reaberto (CPP, art.º 282.º n.º 3). 
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79 79 78 
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Gráfico 15: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2016) (%) 


 


 


Foi realizada uma análise cruzando o serviço do Ministério Público (MP) e os resultados dos 


inquéritos comunicados. De seguida apresentam-se os resultados para os trinta e seis serviços que 


comunicaram mais de cem decisões (relativas ao ano de 2016). 


Da análise do gráfico 16 observa-se que em termos de taxa de acusação se destacam as 


comunicações provenientes do MP de Barcelos (55%), Leiria (43%), Faro (26%), Lamego (25%) e 


Sintra (24%), sendo os cinco serviços que apresentam os valores mais elevados neste domínio.  


No caso da SPP, os valores mais elevados foram encontrados nas comunicações de Aveiro (31%), 


Amadora (13%), Lamego (13%), Póvoa do Varzim (12%) e Vila Franca de Xira (10%).   


Considerando o peso total dos arquivamentos, a sua proporção variou entre 45%, relativa às 


comunicações provenientes de Barcelos, e 97%, nas comunicações oriundas de Valongo.  
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Gráfico 16: Resultados dos inquéritos - serviços do MP que comunicaram mais de 100 decisões (2016) (%) 
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Analisando os motivos dos arquivamentos, constata-se que nestes trinta e seis serviços do MP 


considerados, a maioria deve-se a falta de prova (art.º 272.º, nº. 2 do CPP), com exceção da situação 


verificada para as comunicações provenientes da Ribeira Grande, Faro, Oeiras e Porto onde a 


maioria dos arquivamentos ocorreu por via do art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP (79%, 63%, 61% e 59%, 


respetivamente). 


Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade destes dados face à realidade nacional, os 


apuramentos apresentados correspondem a uma amostra de 45467 resultados de inquéritos, para 


uma série de 5 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação para este tipo de 


crime (em torno dos 16%-19%).  


 


5.3 SENTENÇAS 
 


Conforme mencionado anteriormente para os resultados dos inquéritos, também aqui ao nível das 


sentenças proferidas em processos-crime pela prática de violência doméstica, os dados apresentados 


em seguida devem ser analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem 


apenas os casos em que as sentenças foram comunicadas à ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa 


excel), não espelhando a realidade nacional. Ainda existem tribunais que não comunicam de forma 


sistemática os dados ou não o fazem nos moldes definidos - através do mapa excel), e mesmo para 


os tribunais que têm efetuado essa comunicação não é possível garantir que a informação remetida 


comporta efetivamente todas as sentenças proferidas e não apenas de uma parte66. 


  
De qualquer modo, o esforço realizado pelos tribunais para comunicar estes dados é aqui valorizado 


sendo os respetivos resultados apresentados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 14 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos tribunais à ex-DGAI/SGMAI entre 1/1/2012 e 30/6/2015, para efeito das 


sentenças relativas a 2015 foram considerados os dados comunicados entre 1/7/2015 a 11/5/2016, 


e em termos do ano de 2016 foram tidas em conta as comunicações realizadas entre 1/7/2016 e 


8/11/2017. Em ambos os casos foram apenas tidas em conta as comunicações rececionadas através 


do mapa excel definido. 


                                                           
66 Por outro lado, a existência de campos de resposta aberta no mapa excel definido para comunicação das sentenças dificultam o tratamento dos 


dados nomeadamente ao nível da duração da pena, da sua suspensão e das penas acessórias.  
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De um total de 6003 sentenças transitadas em julgado entre 2012 e 2016, cerca de 58% resultou em 


condenação e cerca de 42% em absolvição (tabela 14)67. Em 2016, a taxa de condenação foi na 


ordem dos 56%68. 


 


Tabela 14: Sentenças transitadas em julgado - Decisões (2012-2016)  


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 


 Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


Absolvição 481 43,6 480 40,6 271 40,4 482 40,6 825 44,3 2539 42,3 


Condenação 621 56,4 701 59,4 400 59,6 704 59,4 1038 55,7 3464 57,7 


Total 1102 100 1181 100 671 100 1186 100 1863 100 6003 100 


 


 
Relativamente às decisões proferidas em 2016, para 979 casos de condenação a duração da pena de 


prisão encontrava-se especificada, sendo que em 64% dos casos correspondia a pena de prisão entre 


2 anos e 3 anos (exclusive) (gráfico 17). Em 19,5% das condenações a pena foi de 3 a 4 anos 


(exclusive), em 10% foi inferior a 2 anos, em 5% foi de 4 a 5 anos (exclusive) e em 1,8% foi igual ou 


superior a 5 anos. Em outros casos, não incluídos nos 679 acima mencionados, surgia a indicação de 


pena de prisão substituída por multa ou por trabalho a favor da comunidade, medidas de 


internamento (situações de inimputabilidade) ou a simples aplicação de multa. Este padrão de 


resultados encontrado em 2016 vai ao encontro do já identificado na análise patente nos relatórios 


anterior referente aos dados dos anos transatos. 


  
Observa-se igualmente que na maioria das condenações relativas ao ano de 2016, com duração da 


pena indicada, encontra-se mencionado que a pena de prisão foi suspensa (mais de 90% dos casos)69, 


geralmente por igual período de tempo. Para vinte e oito casos (de 2016) encontrava-se especificado 


que a pena de prisão foi efetiva (ressalva-se aqui que este número poderá ser superior, uma vez que em outros 


casos, apesar de não constar expressamente que a prisão foi efetiva, tal não significa que não tenha sido). 


 


                                                           
67 Deste total de casos foram excluídas as comunicações que referiam: desistência da queixa (procedimento criminal extinto [por provável convolação 


num outro crime], morte do arguido, suspensão provisória (instrução), sentença não transitada, pronunciado ou ainda pendente sem decisão, 
NUIPC repetido ou incompleto, e casos em que a sentença era discordante com a pena (ex.: constava “absolvido” e era posteriormente mencionada 
a pena).  


68 As comunicações relativas a decisões transitadas em 2016 são provenientes de 124 comarcas distintas (considerando ainda as 231 existentes antes da 
entrada em vigor do novo mapa judiciário). 


69 Salienta-se que em alguns outros casos de condenação a pena de prisão não consta a indicação expressa de pena suspensa no entanto é igualmente 
mencionado a sujeição a regime de prova.  
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Gráfico 17: Duração das penas de prisão (2016) (%)  


 
 
Verifica-se ainda que na maioria das condenações comunicadas encontra-se assinalada que a pena é 


suspensa, mas sujeita a regime de prova e/ou a indicação da existência de pena(s) acessória(s). 


 
Em termos do regime de prova, à semelhança do verificado nas comunicações efetuadas relativas a 


anos anteriores, surge por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano individual de 


readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção Social e Serviços Prisionais 


(DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar quantia a instituição de apoio a 


vítimas/outras instituição de cariz humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, 


obrigação de frequentar programa, de tratamento de alcoolismo, tratamento de toxicodependência 


ou frequentar programa para agressores da DGRSP. 


 
Do mesmo modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, como por exemplo a proibição de 


contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho da mesma, proibição de 


uso e porte de arma, obrigação de frequentar programa de tratamento de alcoolismo, com 


fiscalização pela DGRSP, frequência de um programa de prevenção de violência doméstica, inibição 


do poder paternal e inibição de condução. Em algumas situações consta a indicação expressa de que 


a proibição de contactos será fiscalizada por meios eletrónicos. 


 
Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade dos dados apresentados face à realidade a nível 


nacional, os apuramentos efetuados correspondem a uma amostra de 6003 sentenças, numa série de 


5 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de condenação para este tipo de crime (em 


torno dos 56%-60%). 
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Processos crime em fase de julgamento findos nos tribunais judiciais de 1ª instância
Última atualização dos dados: 09-09-2019


Cópia de DGPJ_Processos crime em fase de julgamento findos nos tribunais judiciais de 1.ª instância


Nº processos Ano
Crime (nível 1) Crime (nível 2) Crime (nível 3) 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993


16 775 17 981 17 814 15 940 20 643 21 481 21 792 21 993 21 694 24 263 24 307 23 782 23 450 23 569 23 529 21 846 23 158 23 442 22 386 17 949 16 603 15 158 14 053 20 800 14 067
11 590 12 465 12 996 11 615 15 623 16 559 15 378 14 488 14 845 16 303 15 264 14 161 13 172 14 095 15 481 15 355 16 482 17 516 15 867 14 926 15 407 17 327 19 711 19 752 15 175


.. .. .. .. .. .. 3 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
225 273 240 249 332 324 339 273 260 337 312 312 331 298 312 317 315 328 319 264 221 231 262 206 224


.. .. .. 3 .. 3 .. 6 4 .. 5 5 5 5 7 .. 7 10 4 7 5 4 17 15 6


.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 473 496 378


.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 38 7 5
825 968 967 841 1 236 1 267 1 245 1 247 1 485 1 829 1 960 2 198 2 101 2 236 2 210 1 875 2 122 2 187 2 247 1 795 1 674 1 498 1 402 1 456 1 242
289 267 277 277 296 296 245 245 287 402 558 689 699 842 982 1 264 1 275 1 212 937 806 884 984 1 272 1 102 1 100


Condução perigosa veículo rodoviário 389 387 374 365 532 667 656 643 673 722 781 528 508 549 447 327 288 246 149 118 62 20 .. .. ..
Condução veículo estado embriaguez 10 388 11 920 12 735 10 734 16 216 18 993 19 184 19 287 18 455 21 652 20 071 18 653 19 110 19 467 18 134 14 796 14 380 14 596 13 656 11 293 9 240 9 107 7 574 5 235 4 008


Outros contra segurança comunicações 64 63 68 54 66 74 96 82 74 60 48 17 26 29 24 24 34 30 29 23 24 30 32 20 27
10 841 12 370 13 177 11 153 16 814 19 734 19 936 20 012 19 202 22 434 20 900 19 198 19 644 20 045 18 605 15 147 14 702 14 872 13 834 11 434 9 326 9 157 7 606 5 255 4 035


5 4 7 6 7 11 10 6 15 11 15 7 13 7 4 5 17 23 10 9 10 7 12 9 14
25 33 30 27 36 35 31 32 28 48 25 23 19 18 27 23 20 21 18 18 20 27 11 16 8
.. .. 4 .. .. .. .. .. 4 5 .. .. .. 4 4 .. .. 4 3 .. .. .. 3 4 3
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..


12 212 13 918 14 703 12 556 18 725 21 672 21 808 21 822 21 286 25 070 23 782 22 434 22 812 23 455 22 151 18 633 18 458 18 657 17 372 14 333 12 140 11 910 11 096 8 566 7 015
5 787 5 775 5 758 5 246 6 897 7 190 6 742 6 828 7 257 8 473 9 054 8 160 7 624 7 352 6 834 5 443 4 602 3 564 5 961 3 762 2 766 2 225 1 979 4 431 3 206


87 46 8 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
15 820 16 905 18 182 16 781 23 475 26 480 27 850 29 315 30 338 34 013 32 365 30 160 28 346 29 713 31 043 30 074 33 989 37 869 48 216 62 776 38 363 38 764 37 908 36 951 31 445


245 399 788 462 336 299 270 413 654 701 1 625 .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 9 3 3 3 .. 3 8
62 517 67 489 70 251 62 602 85 701 93 681 93 843 94 861 96 075 108 825 106 397 98 697 95 404 98 185 99 039 91 352 96 690 101 052 109 811 113 749 85 282 85 387 84 747 90 503 70 916


(CP) Contra as pessoas
(CP) Contra o património


(CP) Contra ident. cultural/integridade pessoal


(CP) Contra vida em sociedade


(CP) Contra vida em sociedade Total


Contra a seg. das comunicações


(CP) Contra animais companhia
Legislação avulsa


N.E.
Total Geral


Contra a família
Contra sentimentos religiosos/respeito mortos


Crimes sexuais
Viol. dever solidariedade social


Falsificação
Perigo comum


(CP) Contra o Estado


Contra a seg. das comunicações Total
De antisocialidade perigosa


Contra a paz pública
Contra sinais de identificação
Contra vida em sociedade n.e.







Notas explicativas
A duração média dos processos findos corresponde ao tempo que medeia entre a data da entrada
do processo no tribunal e a data da decisão final (acórdão, sentença ou despacho) na instância
respetiva, independentemente do trânsito em julgado. 


Nestes dados é considerada apenas a duração da fase de julgamento.


Notas técnicas
Dada a alteração no método de recolha dos dados dos tribunais judiciais de 1.ª instância, os quais
passaram a ser enviados a partir do seu sistema informático, a partir de janeiro de 2007, é maior o
dinamismo da informação, por via de correções que podem ser efetuadas aos dados no referido
sistema. 


Nestes dados não são contabilizados os processos transitados, os apensados, os incorporados ou
integrados, os remetidos a outra entidade e os processos com termo "N.E." e modalidade do termo
"N.E.".


Os valores residuais de processos em anos em que as unidades orgânicas não existem
correspondem a registos pendentes de correções na transferência dos dados.
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Conventions used in figures and tables 


Table abbreviations 


 ‘0’ indicates no response in that particular category or less than 0.5% (this does not apply 
when percentages are presented to one decimal point). 


‘n/a’ indicates that the BCS question was not applicable or not asked in that particular year.  


‘-’ indicates that for recorded crime percentage changes are not reported because the 
base number of offences is less than 50, for the BCS indicates that data are not 
reported because the unweighted base is less than 50. 


‘..’  indicates for police recorded crime that data are not available. 


‘**’ indicates for BCS that the change is statistically significant at the five per cent level. 


Where an apparent change over time is not statistically significant this is noted in the 
text. 


Unweighted base 


All BCS percentages and rates presented in the tables are based on data weighted to 
compensate for differential non response. Tables show the unweighted base which 
represents the number of people/households interviewed in the specified group. 


Percentages  


Row or column percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding. 


Most BCS tables present cell percentages where the figures refer to the percentage of 
people/households who have the attribute being discussed and the complementary 
percentage, to add to 100%, is not shown.  


A percentage may be quoted in the text for a single category that is identifiable in the tables 
only by summing two or more component percentages. In order to avoid rounding errors, the 
percentage has been recalculated for the single category and therefore may differ by one 
percentage point from the sum of the percentages derived from the tables. 


Year-labels on BCS figures and tables 


Prior to 2001/02, BCS respondents were asked about their experience of crime in the 
previous calendar year, so year-labels identify the year in which the crime took place. 
Following the change to continuous interviewing, respondents’ experience of crime relates to 
the 12 full months prior to interview (i.e. a moving reference period). Year-labels from 2001/02 
onwards identify the BCS year of interview. Other questions on the BCS (e.g. attitudes to 
policing, confidence in the criminal justice system) ask the respondent their current views or 
attitudes, and thus the data are referenced as the year in which the respondent was 
interviewed (e.g. 1996, 2008/09). 


‘No answers’ (missing values) 


All BCS analysis excludes don’t know/refusals unless otherwise specified. 


Numbers of BCS incidents   


Estimates are rounded to the nearest 10,000. 
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1 Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 
An overview of the findings 


Introduction 


This overview draws out the main themes from the report and considers how the results relate 
to the broader picture for crime trends internationally. While this is not a systematic review of 
the literature it discusses possible hypotheses for the reasons behind crime trends to place 
the results in a better context.   


There are two main sources of official statistics on crime: the police recorded series and the 
British Crime Survey (BCS). The BCS is a nationally representative sample survey (now 
based on more than 45,000 respondents) of the population resident in households in England 
and Wales. As a household based survey, the BCS does not cover all offences or all 
population groups. While police recorded crime has a wider coverage of offences (including 
crimes such as drug offences that are often termed ‘victimless’) and covers the entire 
population, it does not include those crimes not reported to the police. Both sources have 
their strengths and weaknesses but together provide a more comprehensive picture than 
either on its own. However, there are some gaps in coverage which need to be borne in mind 
when interpreting the findings in this report (see below). 


Crime trends 


For the offence types and population it covers, the BCS is a better measure of long-term 
trends because it is unaffected by changes in levels of public reporting or in police practice in 
recording crime. The chart below illustrates overall crime trends from the BCS and police 
recorded crime and shows overall declines in crime in recent years. However, the police 
figures are influenced by changes in levels of public reporting and also police recording 
practice (the chart below indicating important changes in the police series in 1998 and 2002).  


Trends in recorded crime and BCS, 1981 to 2009/10 
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There is a clear pattern from the BCS of crime reaching a peak in 1995 with a subsequent 
decline, with overall BCS crime down by 50 per cent since 1995. There were important 
changes in police recording practice in 1998 and 2002 which served to inflate the police 
figures and resulted in divergence from BCS trends. After the bedding-in of these changes, 
there has been more convergence in police recorded crime and BCS crime, with trends 
becoming more similar over the last three to five years. 


While estimates for crime from the BCS go back to 1981, the Home Office have figures on 
crimes recorded by the police going back over more than 100 years1. However, one problem 
in interpreting police figures over the long term is our limited knowledge of how public 
reporting and police recording practices have changed. For example, over the 20th century 
police recorded crime figures increased more than 70-fold; this will not simply reflect possible 
changes in levels of offending but will be substantially affected by a range of factors including 
changes in public reporting, police recording and coverage of new offences as well as 
increases in population size.  


The most striking new finding within this report is that both the 2009/10 BCS and police 
recorded crime are consistent in showing falls in overall crime compared with 2008/09. 
Overall BCS crime decreased by nine per cent (from 10.5 million crimes to 9.6 million crimes), 
and police recorded crime by eight per cent (from 4.7 million to 4.3 million crimes). 


These results may be seen as surprising given there were expectations that crime, 
particularly property related crime, could rise in a period of recession.  However, neither 
source shows an increase in levels of property crime during this period (though the full effects 
will not show through with the BCS until next year2) and indeed there have been some 
notable falls. For example, both sources are consistent in showing marked falls in vehicle 
crime (BCS vehicle-related theft down 17% and police recorded vehicle crime down by 16% 
compared with the previous year). In addition, while the 9% fall in domestic burglary from the 
BCS was not statistically significant it is broadly in line with the 6% reduction recorded by the 
police.  


This is also the first time in recent years in which the UK Cards Association have reported a 
reduction in levels of credit card fraud with a two per cent reduction in the number of 
fraudulent transactions (down to 2.7 million in 2009 compared with the 2.8 million recorded in 
2008) and a 16 per cent fall in UK fraud losses. A supplementary set of questions has been 
included in the BCS since 2005/06. In line with the UK Cards Association data, these have 
shown steady rises in the proportion of plastic card users who had been victims of fraud in the 
last 12 months (up from 3.4% in 2005/06 to 6.4% in 2008/09). However, the latest figures 
from the 2009/10 BCS are the first to show no increase. It is too early to say whether or not 
these findings represent a change in recent trends but they are notable nonetheless.  


Trends in property crime  


The results run counter to expectations based on previously published work on links between 
the economy and property crime trends (see for example Dhiri and Brand, 1999 and Field, 
1990) which suggested that property crime would increase during a recession. The recent 
trends in property crime are part of a pattern of long term decline with BCS acquisitive crime 
down by 55 per cent from its peak in 1995. There are a variety of reasons that may account 
for this and increasing security is an important one. The BCS shows increasing use of home 
security devices over this period and that these are associated with reduced risk of 
victimisation. For example, the 2009/10 BCS shows that households with ‘less than basic’3 
home security measures were six times more likely to have been victims of burglary (5.8%) 
than households with ‘basic’ security (0.9%) and ten times more likely than households with 


                                                
1 See http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/recorded-crime-1898-2002.xls 
2 Respondents to the 2009/10 BCS were asked about their experience of crime in the 12 months prior to interview 
and thus the crime reference period spans from April 2008 (3-6 months before the recession started) through to 
March 2010. 
3 ‘Basic’ home security refers to households fitted with window locks and double locks or deadlocks to outside doors. 
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‘enhanced’ home security measures (0.6%). Similarly, levels of vehicle security have also 
been enhanced in the period since 1995. Car manufacturers now fit immobilisers and other 
security features as standard to many of their models and such cars form a far greater share 
of the total stock than they did ten to 15 years ago. 


International crime trends  


The general pattern of property crime declining also coincides with the picture seen in many 
other developed economies. For example, property crime rates in the United States fell by 
32% over the period between 1999 and 2008 according to the National Crime Victimisation 
Survey (Rand, 2009) with a similar downward trend in police recorded crime.  
 
The International Crime Victimisation Survey (ICVS) provides some data up to 2004 (Van Dijk 
et al., 2008) on victimisation levels for a number of developed countries.  It suggests that, in 
general, crime increased between 1988 and 1991 with a downward trend since 1996 across 
the developed world. The EU, Canada and Australia show similar trends with a “turning point” 
during the early to mid-1990s while in the US crime has decreased since 1988.  However, the 
last ICVS showed England and Wales to have one of the highest levels of property crime, 
despite falling crime levels, though it should be recognised that this is a finding from a survey 
in 2004. 
 
There are competing hypotheses and no single definitive explanation for the fall in crimes and 
it seems likely that a number of different factors have contributed, in different ways, although 
there is broad support for the impact of improved vehicle and household security. The wide 
range of explanations include: the presence of CCTV in car parks, local crime reduction 
initiatives, reductions in the real value of many household items, social change and controls, a 
strong economy, improvements in police performance and increases in police numbers (the 
latter being cited by Vollaard and Hamed, 2009). Farrell et al. (2010) discuss competing 
theories for declining crime trends and offer a range of alternative hypotheses including more 
speculative ones such as car crime being a key ‘debut crime’ such that vehicle crimes have 
become more difficult with improved car security which has generally inhibited criminal 
careers. They also identify emerging forms of crime (e.g. internet-related including e-
commerce) that are not adequately captured in police figures or existing survey based 
measures. 
 
Farrington et al. (2004) discussed crime trends within an edited collection of contributed 
chapters from a range of western countries. Again one of the most striking aspects of this is 
the wide range of disparate explanations, with, for example, similar downward crime trends in 
the US and Canada being explained in quite different terms (in the US prison incarceration 
was seen as a significant factor but this was discounted in Canada). This is echoed in Aebi et 
al. (1999) where no relationship had been found between the size of the prison population in 
a country and the level of recorded crime.   
 
Turning specifically to violent crime, for EU member states, violent crimes recorded by the 
police rose annually on average by three per cent between 1998 and 2007 (Tavares and 
Thomas, 2009), while in the US victimisation survey serious violence fell by 42 per cent 
between 1998 and 2007. The larger fall in England and Wales over the same period must 
again be seen in the context that the ICVS indicated that England and Wales had in 2004 one 
of the highest levels of violent crime among developed countries, though of course this now 
represents a rather dated comparative picture. There is not the same possible range of 
explanations of violent crime declines as for property crime (e.g. in terms of factors such as 
increased security).  


Trends in violent crime 


Violent crime contains a wide range of offences, from minor assaults such as pushing and 
shoving that result in no physical harm through to serious incidents of wounding and murder. 
In around a half of incidents identified as ‘violent crime’ by both BCS and police statistics, the 
violence involves no injury to the victim.  
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The BCS has adopted a consistent methodology over time and it is unaffected by changes in 
levels of reporting and recording of crime. Thus for the population groups and crime types it 
covers it is a better measure of long-term trends in violent crime than the police recorded 
crime series, which has been particularly affected by changes in the recording of violence 
against the person. However, there are some specific subcategories of violence not well 
covered in the main BCS crime count (such as homicide and sexual offences, see below). 
 
There was not a statistically significant change in the number of violent crimes estimated by 
the 2009/10 BCS as compared with 2008/09 (the apparent 1% decrease was not statistically 
significant). However, over recent years there has been an overall reduction in violent crime 
estimated by the BCS, consistent with trends in police recorded crime. Police recorded 
violence against the person fell by four per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10. Longer-term 
trends from the BCS show violent crime down by 50 per cent from its peak in 1995.  


Homicide 


The BCS does not measure homicide but it is well covered by the police figures as it is likely 
that relatively few homicides do not come to police attention. In 2009/10, the police recorded 
615 homicides, down six per cent on the previous year (numbers are small for homicide but 
this figure would be judged to be statistically significantly below the final Homicide Index 
figure for 2007/08 of 753). The 2009/10 figures should be seen as provisional as the 
Homicide Index (see Smith et al., 2010) provides the definitive count for homicide, taking 
account of factors such as court decisions and deaths some time after an assault. However, 
these figures do suggest that in January 2011, when final figures are available, we may be 
reporting the lowest level of homicides since 1997/98 (the homicide levels in the 1990s and 
1980s were not dissimilar to those that apply now, though they are higher than for much of 
the 1960s when homicides were generally below 400 per year).  


Results in Tavares and Thomas (2009) indicate that England and Wales has a homicide rate 
close to the average for EU countries at 1.4 per 100,000 population, with falls in homicide in 
most countries in the decade prior to 2007. The England and Wales figure remains well below 
the US homicide rate of 5.6 per 100,000 population despite figures both here and in the US 
having fallen in recent years (see discussion in Smith et al., 2010). 


Sexual offences 


The BCS does not include estimates of the number of sexual offences in its main crime count. 
However, it does provide estimates of the proportion of adults who have been a victim of such 
offences, which are obtained through a supplementary set of questions answered by self-
completion outside the main interview. This shows that, according to the 2009/10 BCS, 
approximately two per cent of women aged 16 to 59 and less than one per cent of men (of the 
same age) had experienced a sexual assault (including attempts) in the previous 12 months. 
The majority of these are accounted for by less serious sexual assaults. There were no 
changes in the overall prevalence of sexual assaults between 2008/09 and 2009/10.  


There were 54,509 sexual offences recorded by the police in 2009/10, a six per cent increase 
compared with 2008/09. This increase needs, however, to be interpreted with caution. The 
Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) has been taking steps to enhance the recording 
of serious sexual offences and this has culminated in inclusion of good practice guidance in 
the Home Office Counting Rules for crime from April 2010. While these were not formally in 
place in 2009/10, it may well be that figures for 2009/10 reflect initiatives undertaken by forces 
over the last year as they anticipated their introduction.  


Guns and knives 


There has been increasing public concern in recent years about gun and knife crime. While 
disturbing, the number of such crimes is relatively low and in a general population sample 
survey such as the BCS the number of victims is too small to produce reliable trend 
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estimates. Additional data collections from the police provide better information on the 
number of such offences but cover only those that have come to the attention of the police. 


Provisional figures show that 7,995 firearm offences (representing 0.2% of all offences) were 
recorded in England and Wales in 2009/10, a three per cent decrease from 2008/09. This is in 
the context of firearm offences now being 22 per cent below the level in 2002/03, this being 
largely driven by reductions in imitation firearms rather than handguns and other firearms.  


A special collection of knife crime data from the police was started in 2007/08 but comparable 
data are only available for the last two years. In 2009/10, for the selected offences4, the police 
recorded 33,566 offences (representing around 6% of the total offences in the selected 
categories and 0.8% of all offences) where a knife or sharp instrument was involved, a fall of 
seven per cent from the previous year. 


There are two additional sources of knife crime data presented in this bulletin: one covering 
the number of admissions to NHS hospitals in England involving wounds suffered as the 
result of assault with a sharp object and the other an annual survey covering a sample of 
Emergency Departments and Walk-in Centres in England and Wales. Although these figures 
can be affected by changes in NHS practice and recording, as well as the propensity of the 
public to seek treatment, they are not likely to be affected by police enforcement activity (or by 
public reporting to the police, or police recording practices).  


The provisional ‘Hospital Episode Statistics’ for admissions show that in the 12 months from 
March 2009 to February 2010 there were 4,708 admissions for assault by a sharp object in 
England, four per cent less than the same period the previous year. This is in line with 
decreases seen in police recorded crime and the BCS, though hospital admissions will only 
involve the more serious incidents covered by these sources.  


The latest survey in 2009 of Emergency Departments showed little change in violence-related 
attendances in 2009 compared with 2008 (there was an overall decrease of less than one per 
cent). Longer-term trends from this study have tended to reflect BCS trends in violence since 
2002 when the Emergency Department survey started. 


Variation in risk of victimisation 


Another important finding that has emerged from both BCS and police recorded crime figures 
over the years is the very uneven nature of victimisation in terms of both personal and area 
characteristics. For example, the BCS shows that young men face a higher risk of being a 
victim of stranger violence (2.2% of men compared with 0.6% of women); and that women are 
at greater risk of domestic abuse (7% of women aged 16 to 59 were victims in the past year 
compared with 4% of men). With regard to area, the 2009/10 BCS shows the risk of being a 
victim of any household crime was higher for households living in urban than rural areas (18% 
compared with 12%).  


The police recorded crime series also show disparities between urban and rural areas, with 
higher population density tending to be associated with higher crime levels. Robbery and 
knife crime are concentrated in particular urban areas. For example in 2009/10, 62 per cent of 
robberies in England and Wales were recorded by just three forces, the Metropolitan Police, 
Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, which cover 24 per cent of the population. 


The chart overleaf shows the disproportional nature of victimisation of police recorded firearm 
offences with younger people (aged 15 to 29 in particular) over-represented and those in the 
oldest age groups under-represented. 


                                                
4 Attempted murder, GBH with intent, GBH without intent, robbery, threats to kill, ABH, sexual assault and rape. 
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Age profile of victims of recorded crimes involving firearms other than air weapons, 
compared to population profile for England and Wales, 2009/10 
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Gaps in coverage of crime statistics 


In some respects gaps in the BCS or police recorded crime are complementary and, to some 
extent, each covers gaps in the other source. For example, the BCS includes crimes 
experienced by the population resident in households that are not reported to the police. In 
contrast, while the BCS does not cover homicide, we believe few of these offences are not 
recorded by the police. However, in some respects neither series provides full coverage.  
 
A key question that arises is whether new forms of offending are adequately captured within 
the BCS and police recorded crime series. An example where police recorded crime and the 
main BCS crime count are deficient is plastic card fraud. While the police recorded 27,139 
plastic card fraud offences in 2009/10, we know this represents only a small fraction of 
criminal activity in this area (as described above). 
 
Another area where counting crime is difficult is drug offending. We know that the proactivity 
of the police in tackling such offences is a major factor in the numbers of drug offences they 
record. However, it is likely a substantial amount of drug offences do not come to the attention 
of the police. While the BCS does ask questions on illegal drug usage via a self-report 
questionnaire this does not provide a complete measure of levels of offending in this area 
(e.g. in the supply of drugs). 
 
It also should be acknowledged that the BCS has until recently only provided a picture of 
crime for those aged over 16 resident in households. Recently experimental statistics were 
released for user consultation (Millard and Flatley, 2010). Based on interviews in the year 
ending December 2009, this estimated between 400,000 and 2.2 million incidents of personal 
crimes (ranging from victim perceived to the broadest ‘all in law’ measure) against children 
aged 10 to 15. There are no trend data for these figures, and it is acknowledged that many of 
these incidents would be considered very minor (only 11 per cent were said to have been 
reported to the police). These results do, however, illustrate that patterns of offending and 
behaviour that can lead to significant personal distress are not fully captured in the police 
recorded crime or the current BCS main series.  
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Overview 


In considering crime trends, particularly trends for offences against the person, it is worth 
noting that the recording of incidents that fall short of crime has not been fully developed. The 
National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) has undertaken collection of incident data from 
the police and reported in 2009 that there had been 3.7 million recorded incidents of anti-
social behaviour (ASB) in 2008/095, which compares with 4.7 million recorded crimes over the 
same period.  
 
Measurement of incident data is inherently difficult, particularly given that often it is not 
possible to corroborate details as is normal when a crime is recorded (police incident data 
does not have the National Statistics designation that applies to crime). It should also be 
noted that much ASB be may reported to the local authority (e.g. noisy neighbours) and may 
therefore not come to the attention of the police. There may also be multiple reporting of the 
same incident to different authorities (e.g. both police and local council). The BCS has 
something to offer in terms of public perceptions of ASB but it is certainly the case that our 
knowledge of the nature and impact of these incidents is not as well understood as for crime.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority in their recent report on Overcoming Barriers to Trust in Crime 
Statistics (UK Statistics Authority, 2010) recommend the development of a conceptual 
framework for crime and criminal justice statistics which will address gaps, discrepancies and 
discontinuities in coverage.  


Public perceptions and trust in crime statistics 


An important aspect of the BCS is the ability to ask respondents questions on crime-related 
topics as well as about their direct experience of crime. The 2009/10 BCS continues to show 
that a large proportion of people (66%) believe crime has risen across the country as a whole 
in the last few years. There has been a large majority of respondents thinking crime has risen 
at a national level since the questions were first included in 1996 and this has been consistent 
throughout the period in which BCS crime has fallen. Some commentators have gone so far 
as to suggest this demonstrates the public don’t believe the official crime statistics. 
 
However, when asked about their local area, much lower proportions of people think crime 
has risen (though as with the national picture relatively small proportions think crime has 
fallen). The BCS also shows that around half of the public believe that they live in a lower 
than average crime area (51%) with 39 per cent thinking they live in an area with an average 
level of crime and just ten per cent in a high crime area. This suggests that the public have a 
more realistic view of crime in their local area.  
 
Surveys have shown public trust in crime statistics and other official statistics is low and that 
many people believe there to be political interference in the production of statistics (Bailey et 
al, 2010). However, in their recent review the UK Statistics Authority commented that they 
had “not seen any evidence of political interference in the production of the aggregate 
National Statistics on crime and we are satisfied that the Home Office statisticians responsible 
for this work are fully committed to maintaining that integrity”. As the Authority noted “distrust 
often arises from the way the statistics are used and quoted after they have been released.” 
Further, in the survey commissioned by the Authority, cited above levels of trust in crime 
statistics were on a par with other National Statistics such as unemployment and inflation.  
 
The recommendations of the UK Statistics Authority review are being given careful 
consideration. It is important that we further develop our statistical reporting to meet the 
needs of users, including working with the police to assist them with respect to their local 
reporting. In doing this, we will also heavily rely on the integrity and hard work of those who 
collect information in the field, both BCS interviewers and police staff. 


                                                
5 Parliamentary Reply, Hansard reference, volume 497, column 836-840, 2008/09. 
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2 Extent and trends 


Sarah Osborne 


2.1 INTRODUCTION 


This bulletin reports on the latest levels and trends in crime in England and Wales, based on 
two sets of crime statistics: the British Crime Survey (BCS) and police recorded crime data. 
Each source has different strengths and weaknesses but together they provide a more 
comprehensive picture of crime than could be obtained from either series alone. In a recently 
published report examining barriers to trust in crime statistics, the UK Statistics Authority 
stated that “the crime figures for England and Wales, for which the Home Office is 
responsible, have been subject to many improvements over the years and, in terms of 
technical quality, we believe they compare well with corresponding statistics for other 
countries” (UK Statistics Authority, 2010). 


An overview of these findings can be found at the beginning of this bulletin. The 
accompanying ‘User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics’ (HO, 2010) provides explanatory 
notes on these statistics. 


British Crime Survey 


The BCS is a face-to-face victimisation survey in which people resident in households in 
England and Wales are asked about their experiences of crime in the 12 months prior to 
interview. Respondents to the survey are also asked about their attitudes towards different 
crime-related issues such as the police, criminal justice system, and perceptions of crime and 
anti-social behaviour. Until recently the BCS did not cover crimes against those aged under 
16, but since January 2009 interviews have been carried out with children aged 10 to 15. 
However, as these remain experimental statistics and subject to ongoing public consultation   
(see Box 2.1) the BCS figures in this report do not include estimates for children. 


 


Box 2.1 Experimental statistics on victimisation of children  


Experimental statistics based on interviews with children between January and December 
2009 were published in June 2010 (Millard and Flatley, 2010) together with a public 
consultation on the future use and presentation of the statistics.  
 
The experimental statistics presented four different approaches to the classification of 
crimes against children: include all incidents that are in law a crime; use a norms based 
approach which excludes minor incidents, include “all in law” incidents except those 
occurring in school; or adopt a victim perceived approach where incidents were included 
only when the victim thought them to be a “crime”.  
 
These four approaches yielded estimates for the numbers of personal crimes experienced 
by children of between 400,000 and 2.0 million.  
 
Further information is available at: 
 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb1110.pdf 
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The key aim of the BCS is to provide robust trends for the crime types and population it 
covers. The primary purpose of the BCS is to provide national level estimates and only limited 
analyses are possible at regional and police force area level. 


For the crime types and population groups it covers, the BCS provides a better reflection of 
the extent of household and personal crime than police recorded statistics because the 
survey includes crimes that are not reported to or recorded by the police. The BCS is also a 
better indicator of long-term trends because it is unaffected by changes in levels of reporting 
to the police or police recording practices. The victimisation methodology and the crime types 
included in the main count of crime have remained comparable since the survey began in 
1982.  


Although the focus of ensuring comparability over time means that the BCS does not include 
some relatively new crimes in its main crime count, such as plastic card fraud, additional 
questions have been added to the survey to capture such issues and these have been 
reported separately (see for example Moon, Flatley et al., 2010 and Section 4.7 of this report 
for the latest headline figures). 


The survey does not aim to provide an absolute count of crime and has notable exclusions. 
The BCS does not cover crime against commercial or public sector bodies. The BCS does not 
cover the population living in group residences (e.g. care homes or halls of residence) or 
other institutions. However, excluding the minority of the population that live in such 
establishments is thought to have little effect on BCS estimates (see Pickering et al., 2008).  


As a survey that asks people whether they have experienced victimisation, homicides cannot 
be included. However, while homicides are therefore excluded from the main BCS crime 
count, they are well captured in the police recorded crime series as few such offences are not 
recorded.  


Due to sensitivity of reporting in the context of a face-to-face interview, the main BCS crime 
count does not include rape and other sexual offences. However, the BCS does provide 
estimates of the proportion of adults who have been victims of such offences obtained via a 
separate self-completion module. 


The BCS excludes crimes sometimes termed as victimless (e.g. possession of drugs) and as 
a sample survey, it interviews relatively few victims of the low volume crimes, such as 
robbery.  As such, figures presented for these rarer crimes should be interpreted with caution.  
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Figure 2.1 BCS incidents of crime by crime type, 2009/101 


 BCS crime 


BCS estimates a total of 9.6 million offences  
based on interviews conducted in 2009/10 


 


The 2009/10 BCS is a face-to-face survey of adults aged 16 or over resident in households who are 
asked about their experiences of crime in the year prior to interview. As such the survey provides 
estimates of crimes against the individual and also household property. 


 


BCS estimates for 2009/10 are based on face-to-face interviews with 44,638 respondents. 
The BCS has a high response rate (76%) and the survey is weighted to adjust for possible 
non-response bias and to ensure the sample reflects the profile of the general population. 
Being based on a sample survey, BCS estimates are subject to a margin of error.  


Unless stated otherwise, all changes in BCS estimates described in the main text are 
statistically significant see Section 8 of the User Guide. 


Police recorded crime 


Police recorded crime statistics are administrative data based on crimes that are reported to 
and recorded by the police in England and Wales.  Unlike the BCS, recorded crime includes 
crime against commercial and public sector bodies, and so-called victimless crimes (such as 
drug possession offences). 


While the coverage differs both in terms of offence types and population groups, property 
crime2 accounts for the majority of both BCS and recorded crime (78% and 70% respectively) 
with violence, including robbery, accounting for about a fifth (22%) for both sources (Figures 
2.1 and 2.2). 


                                                
1 For information on comparable BCS and recorded crimes, see Table 4a in the User Guide. 
2 Property crime comprises burglary, vehicle-related theft, other thefts and vandalism for the BCS, and burglary, 
offences against vehicles, other thefts, fraud and forgery, and criminal damage for recorded crime. 


Vandalism  
25%


Burglary 7%


Other thefts  
33% 


All violence (including 
robbery, excluding 
sexual offences)  
22% 


Vehicle-related 
theft  
13%  
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Figure 2.2 Police recorded crime by crime type, 2009/103 
 


Police recorded crime 


Police recorded 4.3 million offences in 2009/10 


 
Police recorded crime statistics are an administrative data source based on crimes reported to and 
recorded by the police in 2009/10 and cover crimes against individuals and both domestic and 
commercial property and so-called victimless crimes. 


 


Police recording practice is governed by the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS). The 
NCRS was introduced nationally in April 2002 to ensure greater consistency and 
transparency of crime recording between forces, together with a victim focus where crimes 
reported by the public are recorded ‘unless there is credible evidence to the contrary’. 


Crime data are collected from police forces for each crime within the notifiable offence list and 
according to Home Office Counting Rules see Section 3 of the User Guide. Each force has a 
Force Crime Registrar who monitors closely the application of the Counting Rules and has a 
final arbiter role with respect to crime recording decisions. 


Following the introduction of the NCRS, the Audit Commission carried out a series of audits 
and found that compliance with the NCRS was not instantaneous but improved gradually over 
the following years. Despite the cessation of the full national audit programme in 2007/08, 
ongoing work on crime recording continues to consider data quality issues and the National 
Crime Recording Steering Group4 continues to promote consistent recording practice 
between forces. An example where ongoing work on crime recording has raised an issue was 
for offences of grievous bodily harm (GBH). 


As reported last year, in April 2008 a clarification in the Home Office Counting Rules for GBH 
with intent was issued as part of the annual update of Counting Rules. This followed 
discussions at the National Crime Recording Steering Group which had identified 
inconsistencies in the recording of this category of crime. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary conducted a quality assurance exercise of all forces’ recording of offences of 
most serious violence (of which GBH with intent is a large component) and a report was 
published last year (HMIC, 2009). 


                                                
3 For information on comparable BCS and recorded crimes, see Table 4a in the User Guide. 
4 The National Crime Recording Steering Group comprises members of the Home Office, police force regional 
representatives and representatives of the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO), Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary (HMIC) and the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). 
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A great deal of work in police forces alongside this exercise gave rise to revisions to 2008/09 
data by some forces. These revisions were incorporated into previously published tables from 
last year’s annual bulletin in October 2009.5 


In the previously cited publication ‘Overcoming Barriers to Trust in Crime Statistics: England 
and Wales’ (UK Statistics Authority, 2010), the UK Statistics Authority recommended: 
 
“The Home Office should publish a description of the steps currently taken (i) to ensure that 
police crime records result from the consistent application of the Counting Rules and (ii) to 
quality assure the statistics deriving from those records. It should supplement the steps in (i) 
as necessary, for example by spot checks or periodic external audit, in order to provide public 
reassurance of consistency.” 


As well as the risk-based audit by HMIC referred to above, work has been done to develop 
guidance on audit and data quality in the form of a local audit manual. The Home Office is 
currently working with the UK Statistics Authority, the National Statistician and other 
government departments to address all of the recommendations in the Authority’s report. 


Recorded crime figures provide a good measure of trends in well-reported crimes (in 
particular, homicide, which is not covered by the BCS), can be used for local crime pattern 
analysis and are an important indicator of police workload. However, there are also categories 
of crime (such as drug possession offences) whose numbers are heavily influenced by the 
extent to which police proactively investigate. 


Police recorded crime figures should be seen as a product of an administrative system where 
rules can be subject to different interpretation and, for some categories of crime, can reflect 
police workload and activity rather than underlying levels of crime. For example, in recent 
years the increases in recorded drug offences are thought to have been influenced by 
proactive policing in this area. Trends need to be interpreted in this light, and this is 
highlighted in the commentary where appropriate. 


Time periods covered 


BCS figures are based on interviews between April 2009 and March 2010 (BCS year ending 
March 2010). These cover incidents experienced by the survey respondents in the 12 months 
prior to their interview see Section 2 of the User Guide. The centre point of the period for 
reporting crime is March 2009, the only month to be included in all respondents’ reference 
periods. Averaging over the moving reference period of the BCS generates estimates that are 
most closely comparable with police recorded crime figures for the 12 months to the end of 
September 2009 (about six months behind the latest recorded crime figures reported here). 


The police recorded crime statistics relate to crimes recorded by the police in the financial 
year 2009/10; the figures presented in this volume are those as notified to the Home Office 
and that were contained in the Home Office database on 7 June 2010. As in previous years, 
recorded crime figures remain subject to change as forces continue to submit further data. 


2.2 EXTENT OF CRIME 


Latest figures show that overall crime, as measured by the BCS, has fallen, by nine per cent, 
between 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS interviews. Similarly, police recorded crime figures for 
2009/10 have fallen by eight per cent since the previous year. 


The 2009/10 BCS estimates that in total there were approximately 9.6 million crimes against 
adults resident in households in England and Wales, compared with 10.5 million crimes 
measured by the 2008/09 survey (Tables 2a and 2.01). There were around 4.3 million crimes 
recorded by the police in 2009/10, compared with 4.7 million in 2008/09 (Tables 2c and 2.04). 


                                                
5 More information available at: http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0809.html 
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There was a statistically significant decrease (10%) in all household crime measured by the 
BCS between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 surveys. While the seven per cent fall in BCS 
personal crime was not statistically significant, it was consistent with the general pattern of 
falling crime. The 2009/10 BCS estimates 5.9 million household crimes and 3.6 million 
personal crimes. 


Changes between 2008/09 and 2009/10 in levels of crime by crime type  


Overall BCS and police recorded crime have tended to track each other reasonably well in 
recent years (Figure 2.5). However, as in previous years, there are some differences in 
results between the two sources for certain subcategories of crime (Figures 2.3 and 2.4 and 
Tables 2a, 2b, 2c, 2.01 and 2.04). 


According to the BCS, there were statistically significant decreases in the numbers of both 
household and personal acquisitive crime in 2009/10 compared with 2008/09 (9% in both 
cases).  Total acquisitive crime accounted for 5.4 million offences in 2009/10 compared with 
6.0 million offences in 2008/09. 


Based on the 2009/10 BCS, estimates of the level of violent crime remained within the 
bounds of error of the previous year (the apparent 1% fall was therefore not statistically 
significant). However, the underlying trend was generally consistent with the police recorded 
crime series, which showed that violence against the person decreased by four per cent 
(comprising a 5% fall in violence with injury, and a 3% fall in violence without injury). 


Both sources are consistent in showing a reduction in levels of domestic burglary. While the 
nine per cent decrease from the BCS was not statistically significant, it was consistent with 
the reduction of six per cent in police recorded domestic burglary in 2009/10 compared with 
2008/09.  


There were significant falls in the number of incidents of both vehicle-related theft and 
vandalism (17% and 11% respectively) according to BCS interviews in 2009/10 compared 
with 2008/09. Similarly, between 2008/09 and 2009/10 there were falls in both police recorded 
offences against vehicles and criminal damage (16% and 14% respectively).  


BCS figures reported last year showed statistically significant increases in theft from the 
person and bicycle theft offences in 2008/09 compared with 2007/08 BCS (25% and 22% 
respectively). As reported last year, both of these appeared to be inconsistent with police 
recording of these crimes which showed either a reduction (in the case of theft from the 
person) or no change (in the case of bicycle theft).  


According to the 2009/10 BCS, theft from the person offences have fallen by 28 per cent 
compared with 2008/09, the latest estimate being in line with that seen for the few years prior 
to 2008/09 which suggests that the estimate from last year’s survey was due to random 
variation rather than a real change in trends.  


This year, police recorded crime shows a rise of five per cent in thefts of bicycles up from 
104,170 offences in 2008/09 to 109,851 offences in 2009/10. This contrasts with the 2009/10 
BCS which shows a non-significant reduction in bicycle theft of nine per cent compared with 
2008/09 BCS interviews. However, the fall in BCS bicycle theft follows a significant increase 
(22%) reported in 2008/09 compared with 2007/08. 


BCS figures for other household theft show no significant change (the apparent 1% increase 
this year is not significant). Other thefts recorded by the police fell by four per cent although 
thefts from the person showed an increase of three per cent. 


Due to the small number of sexual offences identified in the main BCS crime count, the 
figures are too unreliable to report. However, the BCS does provide an alternative measure of 
intimate violence collected via a self-completion questionnaire and the latest headline figures 
are reported in Chapter 3. Sexual offences recorded by the police increased between 2008/09 
and 2009/10 by six per cent. Within this category, there was a seven per cent increase in 
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‘Most serious sexual crime’ since 2008/09 and a two per cent increase in ‘Other sexual 
offences’ over the same period. However, it should be noted that this increase coincides with 
steps the police have been taking to improve the recording of serious sexual offences (see 
Section 3.8). 


Police recorded crime figures for robbery show a fall of six per cent in 2009/10 compared with 
2008/09. As robbery is a relatively low volume crime, the number of victims interviewed in the 
BCS who report being a victim of robbery is small (around 200 in any one year) and estimates 
should be treated with caution and there can be large, although not statistically significant, 
changes from one year to the next. Thus the apparent 23 per cent increase in the number of 
robberies estimated by the 2009/10 BCS compared with the 2008/09 survey was not 
statistically significant and the estimated figure is closer to that reported in 2007/08.   


Both the BCS and recorded crime statistics have limitations with regard to drug offences and 
fraud offences. Neither offence group is covered by the main BCS count of crime, although 
supplementary modules do provide insight into some aspects of these offence types. Police 
recorded crime data cannot provide a clear picture of the true level of such offending, as 
these figures are particularly influenced by the level of reporting, and on the level of priority 
the police place on tackling these offences. 


Police recorded drug offences fell by four per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10, this being 
the first year-on-year fall since the police were given greater powers to issue warnings for 
cannabis possession in 2004/05 (over two-thirds of drug offences were accounted for by 
these offences). The marked increases in the recording of these offences between 2004/05 
and 2008/09 also coincide with the priority placed on increasing the numbers of offences 
brought to justice associated with the previous Government’s 2005-2008 Public Service 
Agreement targets6. The number of recorded drug offences remains much higher than that 
recorded in 2002/03 when the NCRS was first introduced. Separate evidence from the BCS 
on the prevalence of illicit drug use among people resident in households is reported in a 
supplementary publication (Hoare and Moon 2010, forthcoming). 


Fraud and forgery offences recorded by the police decreased by seven per cent following an 
increase last year. However, it is known that many fraud offences do not come to the attention 
of the police. For the subset of fraud relating to plastic card fraud offences, additional 
information has been collected via the BCS survey since 2005/06 and findings from this and 
from the UK Card Association are reported in Chapter 4. 


                                                
6 More information available at: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100407010852/http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/spend_sr04_psaindex.htm 
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Figure 2.3 Percentage change in the main crime types; 2009/10 BCS compared with 
2008/09 BCS 
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1. Statistically significant changes at the five per cent level (two tail tests) are indicated by a shaded bar. Changes in 
unshaded bars are not statistically significant at the five per cent level see Section 8 of the User Guide. 
2. Statistical significance for change in all BCS crime cannot be calculated in the same way as for other BCS figures 
(a method based on an approximation has been developed) see Section 8 of the User Guide. 
3. Information about the crime types included in this figure can be found in the User Guide see Section 5 of the User 
Guide. 
 
Figure 2.4 Percentage change in the main types of police recorded crime; 2009/10 
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Table 2a Number of crimes, 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS 


Numbers (000s) and percentage change England and Wales, BCS


2008/091 2009/10


Vandalism 2,700 2,408 -11 **
Burglary 725 659 -9
Vehicle-related theft 1,476 1,229 -17 **
Bicycle theft 527 480 -9
Other household theft 1,155 1,163 1


Household acquisitive crime 3,883 3,531 -9 **


All household crime 6,583 5,939 -10 **


Theft from the person 725 525 -28 **
Other theft of personal property 1,096 1,036 -5
All violence 2,114 2,087 -1


with injury 1,116 1,065 -5
without injury 998 1,021 2


Personal acquisitive crime 2,094 1,895 -9 **


All personal crime 3,936 3,648 -7


All BCS crime 10,518 9,587 -9 **


3. For more information about the crime types included in this table, see Section 5 of the User Guide.


Percentage change 
and significance2


Number of incidents (000s) 


2. Statistical significance for change in all BCS crime cannot be calculated in the same way as for other BCS 
figures (a method based on an approximation has been developed) see Section 8 of the User Guide.


1. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates see Section 8 of the User Guide.


 


Table 2b Risk of being a victim of crime, 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS  
 
Percentages England and Wales, BCS


2008/092 2009/10 Significance


Vandalism 7.6 6.7 ** ↓
Burglary 2.5 2.2
Vehicle-related theft 5.1 4.4 ** ↓
Bicycle theft 1.9 1.8
Other household theft 3.7 3.8


Household acquisitive crime 12.0 11.1 ** ↓


All household crime 17.8 16.4 ** ↓


Theft from the person 1.5 1.1 ** ↓
Other theft of personal property 2.1 2.0
All violence 3.2 3.0


with injury 1.8 1.6
without injury 1.6 1.6


Personal acquisitive crime 4.0 3.5 ** ↓


All personal crime 6.3 5.7 ** ↓


All BCS crime 23.3 21.5 ** ↓


2. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may 
vary slightly from previously published estimates see Section 8 of the User Guide.
3. For more information about the crime types included in this table, see Section 5 of the User Guide.


1. Risk is defined as the proportion of the population being a victim of any BCS crime once or more see 
Section 2 of the User Guide. See Table 2.03 for breakdown of risk by crime type.


Number of incidents (000s) 
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Table 2c Number of crimes recorded by the police in 2008/09 and 2009/10 


Numbers (000s) and percentage change England and Wales, Recorded crime
Offence group


2008/09 2009/10 Percentage 
change


Violence against the person 903.4 871.7 -4
Violence against the person – with injury 2 421.0 401.7 -5
Violence against the person – without injury 2 482.5 470.0 -3


Sexual offences 51.4 54.5 6
Most serious sexual crime 3 40.7 43.6 7
Other sexual offences 10.7 10.9 2


Robbery offences 80.1 75.1 -6
Robbery of business property 9.4 8.2 -13
Robbery of personal property 70.8 66.9 -5


Burglary offences 581.6 540.7 -7
Burglary in a dwelling 284.4 268.6 -6
Burglary in a building other than a dwelling 297.1 272.1 -8


Offences against vehicles 591.8 495.0 -16


Other theft offences 1,080.0 1,037.5 -4
of which:
Theft from the person 89.7 92.3 3
Theft or unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle 104.2 109.9 5


Fraud and forgery offences 163.2 152.3 -7


Criminal damage offences 936.4 806.7 -14


TOTAL PROPERTY CRIME 3,353.0 3,032.2 -10


Drug offences 243.5 235.0 -4


Miscellaneous other offences 71.2 70.1 -2


TOTAL RECORDED CRIME – ALL OFFENCES 4,702.7 4,338.6 -8
of which: Firearm offences 8.2 8.0 -3


3. Most serious sexual crime includes rape, sexual assault and sexual activity with children.


Number of offences 1  (000s)


1. Numbers given in this table are the latest available and may differ slightly from provisional figures published 
previously.
2. See Table 2.04 for the full list of offences included in violence against the person with/without injury.


 


Risk of crime 


Risk of being a victim of crime is derived from BCS prevalence rates.  These are determined 
by whether a household or person was a victim of a specific crime once or more in the 
reference period but they do not take into account the number of times victimisation occurred. 
The proportion of the population who are victims provides the prevalence rate which is 
equivalent to the risk of being a victim of crime. Any discrepancies between trends in number 
of BCS incidents and prevalence rates are due to the level of repeat victimisation within crime 
types (see Section 2.4). 


According to the 2009/10 BCS, the risk of being a victim of crime was 21.5 per cent, a 
statistically significant decrease compared with the 2008/09 BCS (23%). This follows overall 
falls from 39.7 per cent in 1995. The risk of victimisation in 2009/10 is at a similar level to that 
previously reported for 2007/08, which remains the lowest since the survey begun in 1981 
(Tables 2a, 2b and 2.03). 


Looking at risk by individual crime type in 2009/10 compared with the previous year, there 
were decreases in vandalism (from 7.6% of households down to 6.7%), theft from the person 
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(from 1.5% of adults down to 1.1%) and vehicle-related theft (from 6.4% of vehicle owning-
households down to 5.6%). The risk of being a victim of violent crime remained within the 
bounds of error of the estimate from the 2008/09 BCS.  The risk of being a victim of burglary, 
bicycle theft, other household theft or other theft of personal property also showed no 
statistically significant change compared with 2008/09. 


As in previous years, BCS interviews for 2009/10 suggest that the risk of being a victim of 
crime can vary depending on certain demographic characteristics, as below (see Chapters 3 
and 4 for other related analyses). 


• Risk of being a victim of both personal crime and all BCS crime is highest among adults 
aged 16 to 24 and risk decreases through the higher age groups. Men have a higher 
risk of being a victim of both personal crime and all BCS crime than women and single 
people have a higher risk than those who are married (Table 2.05). 


• Owner occupiers have a lower risk of being a victim of personal, household and all 
BCS crime than both social and private renters and people living in areas classified as 
countryside areas have a lower risk than those living in other areas (Table 2.06).  


2.3 LONGER-TERM TRENDS IN CRIME 


Trends in the crimes measured by the BCS on a consistent basis now extend for more than 
25 years. Recorded crime statistics have been collated since 18577 with data collected by 
calendar year up to 1997, and then by financial year. 


Figure 2.5 shows how BCS crime and comparable measures of police recorded crime have 
varied over time. The recorded crime figures have been weighted to better match the spread 
of the BCS crime reference period see Section 2.5 of the User Guide. 


Figure 2.5 Indexed trends in the reporting and recording of crime, and all BCS 
comparable crime, 1981 to 2009/10 (1981=100) 
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1. Recorded crime rose at the same rate as reported 
crime until 1991. All BCS comparable crime increased at a
slower rate. This is consistent with a general increase in 
the reporting of crime by the public over this period. 


2. While reported and all BCS 
comparable crime continued to rise until 
1995, recorded crime increased at a 
lesser rate and then decreased, 
consistent with a fall in recording over 
this period.


4. 2001/02 to 2003/04 shows 
a marked increase in 
recorded crime due to the 
introduction of the NCRS.


3. Recorded crime decreased at a lower rate 
relative to reported and all BCS comparable 
crime –  consistent with an increase in the 
proportion of reported crimes being recorded.


5. BCS comparable 
crime and police 
recorded crime trends 
have been consistent in 
recent years with some 
evidence of divergence in 
2008/09.


 


                                                
7 Recorded crime statistics from 1898-2009/10 are available online at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/recorded-crime-1898-2002.xls and 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/recorded-crime-2002-2010.xls. 
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In broad terms, the BCS and recorded crime series have displayed similar trends for overall 
crime (with some divergence due to reporting and recording changes) with rises from the 
early 1980s to peaks in the early to mid 1990s and falls thereafter. However, from 2001/02 to 
2003/04 there was considerable divergence in these trends, mainly associated with police 
recording changes (which particularly influenced violence against the person). Since 2003/04, 
trends have been more consistent with some evidence of divergence in 2008/09. Reasons 
why the public choose not to report crimes to the police are discussed briefly in Section 2.5. 


For individual crime types, BCS and police recorded crime have tracked each other well in 
recent years but with some fluctuations (Figure 2.6). 


Figure 2.6 Ratio of weighted recorded crime to BCS crime by crime type 
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1. Recorded crime figures have been weighted to better match the spread of the BCS crime reference period 
see Section 4.2 of the User Guide. 


BCS trends since 1981 


BCS crime rose steadily in the decade from 1981 and continued to rise during the early 
1990s, peaking in 1995. Subsequently, BCS crime fell between 1995 and the 2004/05 BCS.  
It has since continued to fall, though at a slower rate and with some fluctuation year to year, 
and is now at the lowest level ever reported. Trends in BCS violence, vehicle-related theft and 
burglary have been broadly similar to trends in all BCS crime between 1981 and 2009/10 
(Figure 2.5 and Table 2.01, see also Chapters 3 and 4). However, between 2008/09 and 
2009/10, vehicle-related theft has continued to decrease while trends in all violence and 
domestic burglary have flattened. 
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Figure 2.7 Trends in overall crime, violence, vehicle-related theft and domestic 
burglary, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume. 
2. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates see Section 8 of the User Guide. 


BCS trends since 1995 


This section focuses on trends in BCS crime since 1995 when the number of crimes peaked; 
this became a notable turning point since the first BCS results for 1981. 


Based on interviews in 2009/10, BCS crime was estimated to be 50 per cent lower than the 
peak in 1995, representing nearly ten million fewer crimes in 2009/10 compared with 1995. 
The risk of becoming a victim of BCS crime has also fallen from 39.7 per cent in 1995 to 21.5 
per cent in 2009/10, representing 6.5 million fewer victims (Figure 2.7 and Tables 2.01 and 
2.03). 


All property crimes are at significantly lower levels compared with the high point in 1995. 
Vandalism (down 28%), burglary (down 63%), vehicle-related theft (down 72%), other 
household theft (down 49%) and bicycle theft (down 29%) all show statistically significant 
falls. Vehicle-related theft has continued to fall this year (down 17% since 2008/09) and while 
the apparent nine per cent reduction in burglary between 2008/09 and 2009/10 was not 
statistically significant, such a reduction would be consistent with trends in recorded domestic 
burglary (down 6%). Other theft of personal property has fallen by a half (50%) whilst theft 
from the person has fallen by 23 per cent since 1995. 
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Although the 2009/10 BCS shows no statistically significant change in levels of violent crime 
in recent years, compared with 1995, it has fallen by a half (50%). Since 1995, violence with 
injury has fallen by 56 per cent and violence without injury by 42 per cent.   


Figure 2.8 Percentage change in the main crime types; 2009/10 BCS compared with 
1995 BCS 
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1. Statistically significant changes at the five per cent level (two tail tests) are indicated by a shaded bar see Section 
8 of the User Guide. 
2. Statistical significance for change in all BCS crime cannot be calculated in the same way as for other BCS figures 
(a method based on an approximation has been developed) see Section 8 of the User Guide. 
3. Information about the crime types included in this figure can be found in the User Guide see Section 5 of the User 
Guide. 


Recorded crime trends since 1981 


Recorded crime increased during most of the 1980s, reaching a peak in 1992, and then fell 
each year until 1998/99 when the expanded coverage and changes in the Counting Rules 
resulted in an increase in recorded offences see Section 3 of the User Guide. This was 
followed by the introduction of the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) in April 2002, 
although some forces adopted NCRS practices before the standard was formally introduced. 
The introduction of NCRS led to a rise in recording in 2002/03 and, particularly for less 
serious violent crime, in following years as forces continued to improve compliance with the 
new standard.  
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Figure 2.9 Trends in recorded crime and BCS, 1981 to 2009/10 
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1. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates see Section 8 of the User Guide. 


Recorded crime trends since 2002/03 


Comparisons of more detailed breakdowns of police recorded crime are restricted to the 
years after the introduction of the NCRS in April 2002 when the underlying basis for crime 
recording substantially changed. The following changes can be seen since 2002/03 (Figure 
2.9 and Tables 2.04 and 2.07). 


• The number of domestic burglaries and offences against vehicles recorded by the 
police fell between 2002/03 and 2009/10 by 39 per cent and 54 per cent respectively, 
while the number of offences of criminal damage fell by 28 per cent over the same 
period. 


• Recorded violence against the person increased initially between 2002/03 and 2005/06 
(to 1.1 million offences) which partly reflects the time taken for the new rules to be 
adopted across police forces for some of these offences8. Since 2005/06, the number 
of violence against the person offences recorded by the police has decreased by 18 
per cent, to less than 0.9 million offences in 2009/10. 


• The number of homicides recorded by the police fluctuates from year to year, and it can 
be difficult to identify clear trends. However, since 2002/03 there does appear to be a 
downward trend in homicide offences (even after taking account of the 172 homicides 
attributed to Harold Shipman which were recorded in 2002/03 but committed in 
previous years). The latest provisional figures show that there were 615 homicides in 
2009/10, nearly a third lower (30%) than the total recorded in 2002/03 (excluding the 
Shipman cases). More details on homicides are provided in Chapter 3.  


                                                
8 As evidenced by BCS trends and local audit work and that of the Audit Commission.  More information on the latter 
available at: http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/communitysafety/audit/pages/policedataquality.aspx 
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2.4 REPEAT VICTIMISATION  


The BCS is a rich source of information for understanding the importance of repeat 
victimisation. The survey has been influential in highlighting the need to target crimes that are 
prone to repeat victimisation such as domestic violence and vandalism (Gottfredson, 1984; 
Walby and Allen, 2004; Jansson et al., 2007; Smith et al., 2010). 


Repeat victimisation is defined here as being a victim of the same type of crime more than 
once in the last year.9 Levels of repeat victimisation account for differences between BCS 
estimates of incidence rates (see Table 2.02) and prevalence rates (see Table 2.03). For 
instance, high levels of repeat victimisation will be demonstrated by lower prevalence rates 
when compared with corresponding incidence rates. 


Extent of repeat victimisation 


BCS figures have consistently shown that levels of repeat victimisation vary by offence type. 
One reason for this may be that victims are able to take more preventative measures against 
repeat victimisation for some crime types such as theft from the person.  It is likely to be more 
difficult for a victim of domestic violence to avoid repeat victimisation. 


The BCS has captured data on domestic violence offences via a self-completion module 
since 2001 (see Section 3.9) and the data have consistently shown that victims of domestic 
violence were more likely to experience repeat victimisation than victims of other types of 
crime. Repeat victimisation accounted for three-quarters (76%) of all incidents of domestic 
violence as measured by the 2009/10 BCS. Of the 169 victims interviewed, around a half 
(47%) were victimised more than once and nearly a third (30%) were victimised three or more 
times (Figure 2.10 and Tables 2.08 to 2.10). 


Similar to findings in previous years, vandalism also had high repeat victimisation rates 
compared with other crime types; 29 per cent of vandalism victims had experienced repeat 
victimisation in the 12 months prior to interview. Repeat vandalism victimisation accounts for 
around half (53%) of all BCS vandalism incidents. 


In 2009/10, the proportion of victims of acquaintance violence who were victimised more than 
once is higher than that reported in 2008/09 (31% compared with 23%). 


Theft from the person victims had the lowest repeat victimisation rates, with five per cent 
being victimised more than once in the 12-month period before interview. This represents 
around one in ten (11%) of all such incidents. 


                                                
9 Where incidents of a similar nature which are probably carried out by the same perpetrator(s) have occurred, BCS 
estimates only include the first five incidents in this ‘series’ of victimisations see Section 2 of the User Guide. 
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Figure 2.10 Proportion of victims who were victimised more than once in the past 
year by offence, 2009/10 BCS 
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1. See Chapter 3 for more information about BCS estimates of domestic violence. 


Trends in repeat victimisation 


Repeat victimisation for the main crime types remains at around the lowest level since the first 
BCS results for 1981. Since BCS crime peaked in 1995, the proportion of victims who were 
victimised more than once has fallen for some crime types, notably vehicle-related theft (from 
28% to 14%), violence (from 38% to 26%) and burglary (from 19% to 14%) (Table 2.09).  This 
is in line with statistically significant decreases in the number of BCS incidents of these 
offence types since 1995 (72% and 50% and 63% respectively) (Table 2.01). 


For these crime types, which are not characterised by patterns of targeted victimisation, this 
reduction in repeat victimisation rates is expected when overall crime levels fall. For other 
crime types such as vandalism, domestic violence and acquaintance violence, trends in levels 
of repeat victimisation have been more stable since 1995 despite statistically significant falls 
in the levels of these crimes over this period (Tables 2.01 and 2.09).  This suggests a different 
pattern of victimisation for these offences. 


In general, the proportion of incidents accounted for by repeat victims has also fallen 
compared with 1995 when BCS crime peaked and there have been no significant increases 
for any crime types over this period. For example, in 2009/10, 53 per cent of violent incidents 
and 31 per cent of burglaries were experienced by repeat victims compared with 68 and 38 
per cent respectively in 1995 (Table 2.10). 


More recently, between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS, there has been a reduction in the 
proportion of incidents of vehicle-related thefts and thefts from the person that were 
experienced by repeat victims (for example, 28% of vehicle-related thefts were experienced 
by repeat victims, compared with 34% in 2008/09).  


2.5 REPORTING CRIME 


The BCS asks people who experienced crimes in the past year whether the police came to 
know about the incident, that is, whether they reported it or the police came to know about it 
in another way. This ‘reporting rate’ is calculated by dividing the number of BCS incidents that 
the police came to know about by the total number of BCS incidents. These rates partly 
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explain why the estimated number of BCS crimes is higher than the figure recorded by the 
police, and also demonstrates that the BCS provides a more complete picture for the crime 
types it covers. 


Based on the 2009/10 BCS, the police came to know about 43 per cent of incidents of BCS 
comparable crime.10 Conversely, three-fifths of incidents of comparable crime (57%) did not 
come to the attention of the police (Figure 2.11 and Table 2.11). 


Figure 2.11 Reporting rates for comparable subset of crimes, 2009/10 BCS 
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The BCS has consistently shown that the likelihood of reporting crime varies considerably by 
type of offence. The 2009/10 BCS shows that thefts of vehicles are most likely to be reported; 
the police came to know about these incidents in nine out of ten occurrences (90%).  
Incidents of burglary were also well reported; over eight in ten burglaries where something 
was stolen (84%) and over three-quarters of burglary with entry were reported (78%). 


Reporting rates are relatively low for crimes such as assault with minor injury or no injury, 
vandalism and theft from the person where only about a third of incidents are reported to the 
police (39%, 35% and 33% respectively).�


According to the 2009/10 BCS there are some statistically significant changes since the 
2008/09 BCS in the proportions of incidents reported to the police. 


• The 2009/10 BCS showed an increase in the proportions of bicycle theft incidents 
reported to the police, from 38 per cent in 2008/09 to 45 per cent in 2009/10. 


• Other significant increases were seen in the proportions of other vandalism (from 40% 
to 46%) and assault without injury (from 33% to 40%) incidents reported to the police.  


• The above led to significant increases in the proportions of all BCS crime and 
comparable BCS crime reported to the police in 2009/10. 


                                                
10 The BCS provides a measure of the level of crime committed against the population resident in households in 
England and Wales, whereas recorded crime is a measure of crimes against individuals and both domestic and 
commercial property which are reported to the police and recorded by them. However, by using a subset of crimes, 
better comparisons can be made between the BCS and recorded crime; the comparable crime subset includes 
vandalism, burglary, vehicle-related theft, bicycle theft, theft from the person, wounding, robbery, assault with minor 
injury and assault without injury see Section 4 of the User Guide. 
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Discrepancies between the trends in BCS and police recorded crime may reflect trends in 
reporting rates and police recording practice as well as variation within the BCS sample. 


Victims of crime were asked why they did not report incidents to the police. As in previous 
years, the most frequently mentioned reason for not reporting incidents was that victims 
perceived them to be too trivial, there was no loss, or they believed that the police would or 
could not do much about them (74% of comparable crimes) (Table 2.12). For victims of 
violent crime, again this was the most likely reason for not reporting the crime (52% of violent 
crimes) and the second most likely reason was that it was a private matter or the victims 
chose to deal with it themselves (36% of violent crimes). 
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Numbers2 (000s) and percentage changes England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/023 2002/03   2004/054 2005/06   2006/07   2007/08 2008/095 2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 2,713 2,759 3,366 2,866 2,603 2,535 2,509 2,667 2,918 2,624 2,700 2,408 -28 ** -16 ** -8 ** -8 ** -11 **
Vehicle vandalism 1,558 1,685 1,826 1,609 1,511 1,517 1,530 1,657 1,848 1,693 1,797 1,571 -14 ** -2 4 -7 ** -13 **
Other vandalism 1,155 1,073 1,540 1,256 1,093 1,018 979 1,010 1,070 931 902 837 -46 ** -33 ** -23 ** -10 ** -7


Burglary 749 1,380 1,770 1,621 969 973 739 716 708 718 725 659 -63 ** -59 ** -32 ** -8 -9
With entry 474 869 998 852 552 561 458 430 415 427 441 393 -61 ** -54 ** -29 ** -8 -11
Attempts 276 511 772 768 416 412 281 286 294 291 285 267 -65 ** -65 ** -36 ** -8 -6


With loss 373 712 791 651 396 407 320 308 302 314 308 276 -65 ** -58 ** -30 ** -12 -11
No loss (including attempts) 376 668 979 970 573 566 419 408 406 404 417 384 -61 ** -60 ** -33 ** -5 -8


Vehicle-related theft 1,751 3,845 4,350 3,511 2,494 2,365 1,845 1,690 1,647 1,469 1,476 1,229 -72 ** -65 ** -51 ** -16 ** -17 **
Theft from vehicles 1,286 2,424 2,544 2,200 1,496 1,425 1,184 1,094 1,101 975 1,032 850 -67 ** -61 ** -43 ** -13 ** -18 **
Theft of vehicles 285 522 510 378 316 278 209 181 172 158 146 115 -77 ** -70 ** -64 ** -27 ** -21 **
Attempts of and from 179 899 1,297 933 683 662 452 415 375 335 298 264 -80 ** -72 ** -61 ** -21 ** -11


Bicycle theft 216 569 673 541 368 359 394 428 470 432 527 480 -29 ** -11 ** 30 ** 11 -9
Other household theft 1,518 1,857 2,267 2,024 1,445 1,360 1,157 1,130 1,180 1,038 1,155 1,163 -49 ** -43 ** -19 ** 12 1


Unweighted base – household crime 10,905 10,059 16,310 14,900 32,720 36,395 44,973 47,610 47,027 46,765 46,252 44,610


Theft from the person 434 438 680 621 604 690 584 576 574 581 725 525 -23 ** -16 ** -13 ** -10 -28 **
Snatch theft from person 86 79 80 83 74 88 92 71 72 80 103 64 -20  -23 -14 -20 -38
Stealth theft from person 348 359 600 538 529 602 492 504 502 501 622 461 -23 ** -14 -13 ** -8 -26 **


Other theft of personal property 1,586 1,739 2,069 1,935 1,407 1,344 1,154 1,196 1,141 987 1,096 1,036 -50 ** -46 ** -26 ** 5 -5


All violence 2,074 2,556 4,176 3,593 2,728 2,714 2,320 2,349 2,471 2,200 2,114 2,087 -50 ** -42 ** -24 ** -5 -1
Wounding 508 624 914 804 648 709 577 547 578 477 466 501 -45 ** -38 ** -23 ** 5 8
Assault with minor injury 609 784 1,356 1,198 709 623 629 572 571 492 533 428 -68 ** -64 ** -40 ** -13 -20
Assault without injury 793 966 1,567 1,257 1,015 1,079 860 918 1,002 917 844 823 -48 ** -35 ** -19 ** -10 -3
Robbery 164 182 339 334 356 303 255 311 320 315 272 335 -1 0 -6 6 23


Violence with injury 1,194 1,441 2,408 2,184 1,497 1,441 1,300 1,227 1,270 1,063 1,116 1,065 -56 ** -51 ** -29 ** 0 -5
Violence without injury 881 1,115 1,768 1,409 1,231 1,273 1,020 1,121 1,201 1,137 998 1,021 -42 ** -27 ** -17 ** -10 2


Domestic violence 292 5347 989 814 626 506 401 357 407 343 293 290 -71 ** -64 ** -54 ** -16 -1


Acquaintance 774 1,0437 1,816 1,642 862 949 828 817 845 776 691 679 -63 ** -59 ** -21 ** -12 -2


Stranger 844 7977 1,004 784 883 956 836 863 894 766 852 783 -22 ** 0 -11 2 -8


Mugging (robbery + snatch theft) 250 2597 419 417 430 391 347 382 392 394 375 398 -5 -5 -7 1 6


Unweighted base – personal crime 10,905 10,059 16,337 14,937 32,787 36,450 45,069 47,729 47,138 46,903 46,220 44,559


All acquisitive crime8 6,418 10,009 12,148 10,587 7,642 7,394 6,129 6,047 6,040 5,540 5,977 5,427 -55 -49 -29 -2 -9
Household acquisitive crime 4,234 7,651 9,060 7,697 5,275 5,057 4,136 3,965 4,005 3,657 3,883 3,531 -61 ** -54 ** -33 ** -3 ** -9 **
Personal acquisitive crime 2,184 2,358 3,088 2,891 2,367 2,337 1,993 2,082 2,035 1,883 2,094 1,895 -39 ** -34 ** -20 ** 1 -9 **


ALL HOUSEHOLD CRIME 6,947 10,410 12,426 10,562 7,879 7,592 6,645 6,632 6,923 6,282 6,583 5,939 -52 ** -44 ** -25 ** -5 ** -10 **
ALL PERSONAL CRIME 4,094 4,733 6,925 6,149 4,739 4,748 4,058 4,120 4,186 3,768 3,936 3,648 -47 ** -41 ** -23 ** -3 -7  


ALL BCS CRIME    11,041 15,142 19,351 16,712 12,618 12,341 10,703 10,752 11,109 10,050 10,518 9,587 -50 **  -43 **  -24 **  -5 -9 **
Unweighted base – personal crime 10,905 10,059 16,337 14,937 32,787 36,450 45,069 47,729 47,138 46,903 46,220 44,559
1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.


Percentage change 6  and statistical significance


Table 2.01  Trends in BCS incidents of crime from 1981 to 2009/101, with percentage change and statistical significance of change between 1995, 1997, 2001/02, 2007/08, 2008/09 and 2009/10


1995 to     
2009/10


1997 to     
2009/10


2001/02 to 
2009/10


2008/09 to 
2009/10


Number of incidents (000s): 


2007/08 to 
2009/10


2. The numbers are derived by multiplying incidence rates by the population estimates for England and Wales, that is: for household crimes, by 23,525,137 households and for personal crimes, by 44,647,810 adults. For more information see Section 2 of the User Guide.


6. Percentage changes for crimes such as snatch theft, robbery and domestic violence should be treated with caution because the number of victims interviewed is low (around 200 in 2009/10).


3. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.


5. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.
4. Estimates of the total number of households in England and Wales in 2004/05, 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08 and 2008/09 have been revised. Estimates of the number of household crimes for these years will differ from those previously published.


9. Statistical significance for change in all BCS crime cannot be calculated in the same way as for other BCS figures (a method based on an approximation has been developed). For more information see Section 8 of the User Guide.


11. Figures for BCS years not presented in this table are included in an extended version of the table, available online at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0910.html


7. The 1991 estimates for domestic, acquaintance and stranger violence and mugging were calculated based on the estimate for all violence. Estimates for these individual categories could not be calculated using their individual incidence rates because the data used for calculating these rates were not collected for that year. 


10. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.


8. It is not possible to calculate whether a change in all acquisitive crime is statistically significant.  Changes in both all personal acquisitive crime and all household acquisitive crime in the same direction indicate that this is likely to be the case.
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England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/023 2002/03   2004/05 2005/06   2006/07   2007/08 2008/094 2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 1,481 1,356 1,588 1,330 1,185 1,145 1,125 1,182 1,281 1,141 1,160 1,024 -36 ** -23 ** -14 ** -12 **
Vehicle vandalism 850 829 862 747 687 685 686 735 811 737 772 668 -22 ** -11  -3 -14 **
Other vandalism 630 528 727 583 497 459 439 448 470 405 388 356 -51 ** -39 ** -28 ** -8


Burglary 409 678 835 752 441 439 331 317 311 312 312 280 -66 ** -63 ** -36 ** -10  
With entry 258 427 471 396 251 253 205 190 182 186 189 167 -65 ** -58 ** -34 ** -12
Attempts 150 251 364 357 189 186 126 127 129 127 122 113 -69 ** -68 ** -40 ** -7


With loss 204 350 373 302 180 184 143 136 132 137 133 117 -69 ** -61 ** -35 ** -12
No loss (including attempts) 205 328 462 450 261 256 188 181 178 176 179 163 -65 ** -64 ** -37 ** -9


Vehicle-related theft 955 1,890 2,052 1,630 1,135 1,068 827 749 723 639 634 522 -75 ** -68 ** -54 ** -18 **
Theft from vehicles 702 1,192 1,200 1,021 681 643 531 485 483 424 444 361 -70 ** -65 ** -47 ** -19 **
Theft of vehicles 156 257 241 175 144 126 94 80 75 69 63 49 -80 ** -72 ** -66 ** -22 **
Attempts of and from 98 442 612 433 311 299 202 184 164 146 128 112 -82 ** -74 ** -64 ** -12


Bicycle theft 118 280 317 251 167 162 177 190 206 188 226 204 -36 ** -19 ** 22 ** -10
Other household theft 828 913 1,070 940 658 614 519 501 518 452 496 494 -54 ** -47 ** -25 ** 0


Unweighted base – household crime 10,905 10,059 16,310 14,900 32,720 36,395 37,826 47,610 47,027 46,765 46,252 44,610


Theft from the person 112 108 167 152 144 164 137 134 132 132 164 117 -30 ** -23 ** -19 ** -28 **
Snatch theft from person 22 19 20 20 18 21 21 17 17 18 23 14 -27  -30  -19  -39
Stealth theft from person 90 89 148 131 126 143 115 117 115 114 140 103 -30 ** -21  -18 ** -26 **


Other theft of personal property 410 429 508 472 336 319 270 277 263 225 248 232 -54 ** -51 ** -31 ** -6


All violence 536 631 1,026 877 652 644 544 545 569 502 478 467 -54 ** -47 ** -28 ** -2
Wounding 131 154 225 196 155 168 135 127 133 109 105 112 -50 ** -43 ** -27 ** 7
Assault with minor injury 157 194 333 292 169 148 147 133 131 112 120 96 -71 ** -67 ** -43 ** -20
Assault without injury 205 239 385 307 242 256 201 213 231 209 191 184 -52 ** -40 ** -24 ** -3
Robbery 42 45 83 82 85 72 60 72 74 72 61 75 -10  -8  -12 22


Violence with injury 308 356 592 533 358 342 305 285 292 242 252 239 -60 ** -55 ** -33 ** -5
Violence without injury 227 275 434 344 294 302 260 260 276 259 225 229 -47 ** -33 ** -22 ** 1


Domestic violence 75  - 243 199 150 120 94 83 94 78 66 65 -73 ** -67 ** -57 ** -2
Acquaintance 200  - 446 401 206 225 194 190 194 177 156 152 -66 ** -62 ** -26 ** -3
Stranger 218  - 247 191 211 227 196 200 206 175 193 175 -29 ** -8  -17  -9
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft) 65 64 103 102 103 93 81 89 90 90 85 89 -13  -12  -13  5


Unweighted base – personal crime 10,905 10,059 16,337 14,937 32,787 36,450 37,891 47,729 47,138 46,903 46,220 44,559


Household acquisitive crime 2,311 3,761 4,275 3,573 2,401 2,283 1,854 1,757 1,758 1,591 1,669 1,501 -65 ** -58 ** -37 ** -10 **
Personal acquisitive crime 564 582 759 706 565 555 467 483 468 429 473 425 -44 ** -40 ** -25 ** -10 **


ALL HOUSEHOLD CRIME 3,791 5,118 5,863 4,903 3,586 3,428 2,978 2,939 3,038 2,732 2,829 2,525 -57 ** -49 ** -30 ** -11 **
ALL PERSONAL CRIME 1,057 1,169 1,702 1,501 1,132 1,127 951 956 963 859 889 817 -52 ** -46 ** -28 ** -8


Table 2.02  Trends in BCS incidence rates from 1981 to 2009/101, with percentage change and statistical significance of change between 1995, 1997, 2001/02, 2007/08, 2008/09 and 2009/10


Percentage change 5  and statistical significance


7. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.


1997 to     
2009/10


1995 to     
2009/10


2001/02 to 
2009/10


1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.


Rates2 per 10,000 adults/households and percentage changes


6. It is not possible to construct a rate for all BCS crime because rates for household offences are based on rates per household, and those for personal offences on rates per adult, and the two cannot be combined. 


2008/09 to 
2009/10


5. Percentage changes for crimes such as snatch theft, robbery and domestic violence should be treated with caution because the number of victims interviewed is low (around 200 in 2009/10).


2. Rates for vandalism, burglary, vehicle-related theft, bicycle theft and other household theft are quoted per 10,000 households. Rates for violence, theft from the person, and other theft of personal property are quoted per 10,000 adults. 


Rates per 10,000 adults/households:


3. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.
4. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.
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Percentages2 England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/023 2002/03   2004/05 2005/06   2006/07   2007/08 2008/094 2009/10
1995 to 


2009/10
1997 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 9.2 8.6 10.1 8.2 7.3 7.3 7.1 7.6 7.9 7.3 7.6 6.7 **$ **$ **$
Vehicle vandalism 5.7 5.7 6.2 5.1 4.7 4.8 4.8 5.2 5.5 5.1 5.4 4.7 **$ **$ **$
Other vandalism 3.9 3.4 4.3 3.4 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.5 2.3 **$ **$ **$


Burglary 3.4 5.3 6.4 5.6 3.4 3.4 2.7 2.4 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.2 **$ **$
With entry 2.2 3.5 3.7 3.2 2.0 2.0 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4 **$ **$
Attempts 1.4 2.1 2.9 2.7 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9 **$ **$


With loss 1.8 2.9 3.1 2.5 1.5 1.6 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.0 **$ **$
No loss (including attempts) 1.9 2.7 3.6 3.3 2.0 1.9 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 **$ **$


Vehicle-related theft 7.3 13.5 14.5 12.0 8.5 8.2 6.4 5.8 5.8 5.1 5.1 4.4 **$ **$ **$
Theft from vehicles 5.6 8.8 9.1 7.9 5.3 5.2 4.1 3.8 3.9 3.5 3.6 3.1 **$ **$ **$
Theft of vehicles 1.4 2.4 2.1 1.6 1.3 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5 **$ **$ **$
Attempts of and from 0.8 3.6 4.8 3.6 2.5 2.5 1.7 1.5 1.4 1.2 1.1 0.9 **$ **$ **$


Bicycle theft 1.1 2.4 2.7 2.2 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.6 1.8 1.6 1.9 1.8 **$ **$
Other household theft 5.4 6.4 7.6 6.6 4.8 4.7 3.9 3.7 4.0 3.5 3.7 3.8 **$ **$


Unweighted base – household crime 10,905 10,059 16,310 14,900 32,720 36,395 44,973 47,610 47,027 46,765 46,252 44,610


Vehicle-related theft 10.8 18.2 19.7 16.0 11.3 10.8 8.2 7.5 7.5 6.5 6.4 5.6 **$ **$ **$
Theft from vehicle 8.2 11.8 12.3 10.5 7.0 6.8 5.4 4.9 5.1 4.4 4.6 4.0 **$ **$ **$
Theft of vehicles 2.1 3.2 2.9 2.2 1.7 1.5 1.1 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.6 **$ **$
Attempts of and from 1.1 4.8 6.5 4.9 3.3 3.3 2.2 1.9 1.8 1.6 1.4 1.2 **$ **$


Vehicle vandalism 8.5 7.6 8.5 6.8 6.4 6.3 6.2 6.6 7.0 6.5 7.0 6.0 **$ **$ **$


Unweighted base – vehicle owners 7,714 7,386 11,721 10,930 25,022 28,106 35,378 38,016 37,526 37,487 36,882 35,618


Bicycle theft 2.7 5.5 6.1 4.8 3.7 3.4 3.6 3.8 4.0 3.7 4.4 3.9 **$ **$


Unweighted base – bicycle owners 4,766 4,093 6,882 6,380 13,501 15,567 19,344 20,861 21,054 20,779 20,636 20,129


Theft from the person 1.0 1.0 1.6 1.4 1.3 1.5 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.5 1.1 **$ **$ **$
Snatch theft from person 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1   
Stealth theft from person 0.9 0.8 1.4 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.0 **$ **$ **$


Other theft of personal property 3.3 3.3 4.1 3.8 2.8 2.8 2.3 2.4 2.2 2.0 2.1 2.0 **$ **$


All violence 3.1 3.5 5.3 5.0 3.8 3.9 3.4 3.3 3.6 3.2 3.2 3.0 **$ **$
Wounding 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 **$ **$
Assault with minor injury 1.0 1.2 1.9 1.7 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 **$ **$
Assault without injury 1.1 1.2 2.1 1.9 1.5 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.2 **$ **$
Robbery 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6   


Violence with injury 2.0 2.2 3.2 3.1 2.2 2.2 2.0 1.8 2.0 1.7 1.8 1.6 **$ **$
Violence without injury 1.3 1.5 2.5 2.2 1.9 2.0 1.6 1.6 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 **$ **$


Domestic violence 0.3 0.6 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 **$ **$
Acquaintance 1.2 1.4 2.3 2.3 1.3 1.4 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.9 **$ **$
Stranger 1.5 1.2 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 **$  
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft) 0.4 0.5 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 **$ **$


Household acquisitive crime 15.4 23.7 26.3 22.7 16.3 15.8 13.0 12.3 12.8 11.5 12.0 11.1 **$ **$ **$
Personal acquisitive crime 4.5 4.5 6.2 5.7 4.6 4.6 3.9 4.0 3.9 3.6 4.0 3.5 **$ **$ **$


ALL HOUSEHOLD CRIME 22.2 29.0 32.5 27.8 21.6 21.0 18.4 18.1 18.9 17.1 17.8 16.4 **$ **$ **$
ALL PERSONAL CRIME 6.9 7.3 10.4 9.5 7.3 7.5 6.5 6.4 6.6 6.1 6.3 5.7 **$ **$ **$


All BCS CRIME5 27.7 34.9 39.7 34.6 27.5 27.0 23.9 23.5 24.4 22.2 23.3 21.5 **$ **$ **$
Unweighted base – personal crime 10,905 10,059 16,337 14,937 32,787 36,450 45,069 47,729 47,138 46,903 46,220 44,559


6. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.
5. This percentage is calculated treating a household crime as a personal crime. It is the estimated percentage of adults who have been a victim of at least one personal crime or have been resident in a household that was a victim of at least one household crime.


3. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.
4. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.


Table 2.03  Trends in percentage of households/adults who were victims once or more (prevalence risk), from 1981 to 2009/101, and statistical significance of change between 1995, 1997, 2008/09 and 2009/10


2. Percentages for all violence, theft from the person and other theft of personal property are based on adults. Percentages for vandalism, burglary, vehicle-related theft, bicycle theft and other household theft are based on households.


Percentage of adults (16+), victims once or more:


Percentage victims once or more:


Percentage of vehicle-owning households, victims once or more:


Percentage of households, victims once or more:
Statistically significant change


Percentage of bicycle-owning households, victims once or more:


1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.
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Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


19971 1998/992 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/033,4 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


1 Murder
4.1 Manslaughter                         Homicide5 739 750 766 850 891 1,047 904 868 764 758 774 657 615 -6
4.2 Infanticide
2 Attempted murder5 652 676 750 708 856 822 888 740 920 633 621 576 588 2
4.3 Intentional destruction of viable unborn child 5 9 1 2 - 2 8 4 5 5 4 2 3 -
4.4 Causing death by dangerous driving 375 289
4.6 Causing death by careless driving when 291 349 317 335 370 414 445 441 432 459 419


  under the influence of drink or drugs 29 35
4.8 Causing death by careless or inconsiderate driving 36 180


5 More serious wounding or other act endangering life6 12,531 14,006 15,135 15,662 16,547 18,016 19,528 19,612 18,825 17,276 15,121 .. .. ..
5A Inflicting grievous bodily harm (GBH) with intent6 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 22,655 22,798 1
5B Use of substance or object to endanger life6 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 463 418 -10
5C Possession of items to endanger life6 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 267 333 25


8F Inflicting grievous bodily harm (GBH) without intent7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 17,166 16,507 -4
8H Racially or religiously aggravated inflicting GBH without intent7,8 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 383 223 -42
37.1 Causing death by aggravated vehicle taking 12 30 37 35 35 55 63 40 24 18 18 14 5 -
4.7 Causing or allowing death of a child or vulnerable person .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 3 3 8 2 -
4.9 Causing death by driving: unlicensed drivers etc. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 7 15 -
4.10 Corporate manslaughter .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 1 -
8A Less serious wounding7,9 226,795 196,737 201,290 195,925 208,542 347,353 431,056 488,135 516,523 481,822 430,531 .. .. ..
8G Actual bodily harm (ABH) and other injury7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 374,245 356,075 -5
8D Racially or religiously aggravated less serious wounding7, 8, 9 .. .. 2,687 3,176 3,463 4,415 4,930 5,426 6,107 5,620 4,826 .. .. ..
8J Racially or religiously aggravated ABH or other injury7,9 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,923 3,515 -10
8K Poisoning or female genital mutilation7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 162 141 -13


Violence against the person – with injury 241,025 212,557 220,983 216,693 230,704 372,124 457,822 515,266 543,605 506,594 452,318 420,970 401,743 -5


3 Threat or conspiracy to murder10 9,340 11,212 13,434 14,064 13,651 18,132 22,299 23,758 18,683 12,822 9,962 .. .. ..
3A Conspiracy to murder10 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 56 44 -
3B Threats to kill10 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9,460 9,566 1
6 Endangering railway passengers 11 15 7 10 16 1,164 811 718 646 484 402 320 231 -28
7 Endangering life at sea - - 1 - 4 2 2 3 13 5 10 8 7 -
8B Possession of weapons11,12,13 .. 23,635 23,792 24,552 28,787 32,816 35,669 36,374 35,590 34,689 32,491 .. .. ..
10A Possession of firearms with intent13 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,973 1,583 -20


10C Possession of other weapons13 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14,942 11,940 -20


10D Possession of article with blade or point13 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13,988 10,857 -22
8C Harassment/Public fear, alarm or distress8,14 .. 79,534 88,625 93,832 96,784 122,810 155,000 197,616 218,705 228,645 210,037 .. .. ..
8L Harassment14 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 48,352 53,029 10
9A Public fear, alarm or distress14 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 142,230 126,579 -11
8E Racially or religiously aggravated harassment/public fear etc.8, 15 .. .. 10,758 12,468 14,975 16,910 20,975 23,363 26,605 28,485 26,495 .. .. ..
8M Racially or religiously aggravated harassment15 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,391 2,376 -1
9B Racially or religiously aggravated public fear, alarm or distress15 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 23,354 23,235 -1
11 Cruelty to and neglect of children16 .. 2,300 2,631 2,558 3,068 4,109 6,083 5,724 5,045 4,917 5,285 6,200 6,621 7
12 Abandoning a child under the age of two years 56 42 51 48 48 59 49 49 49 23 19 23 9 -
13 Child abduction 390 502 577 546 584 846 930 1,035 919 696 594 566 561 -1
14 Procuring illegal abortion - 2 2 4 6 7 9 7 6 6 6 5 3 -
104 Assault without injury on a constable9,16 .. 21,510 26,115 28,000 30,095 33,948 22,189 23,604 22,217 21,749 20,457 17,386 15,778 -9
105A Assault without injury 9,16 .. 151,469 189,783 203,427 226,440 237,549 241,229 216,712 183,555 202,701 198,700 197,041 203,220 3
105B Racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury8,9 .. .. 4,275 4,711 5,164 4,602 4,161 3,866 3,945 4,351 4,323 4,182 4,330 4


Violence against the person – without injury 9,797 290,221 360,051 384,220 419,622 472,954 509,406 532,829 515,978 539,573 508,781 482,477 469,969 -3


TOTAL VIOLENCE AGAINST THE PERSON OFFENCES 250,822 502,778 581,034 600,913 650,326 845,078 967,228 1,048,095 1,059,583 1,046,167 961,099 903,447 871,712 -4


Table 2.04  Recorded crime by offence, 1997 to 2009/10 and percentage change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


Offence


15


31







Table 2.04 (contd)  Recorded crime by offence, 1997 to 2009/10 and percentage change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


19971 1998/992 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/033,4 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


17 Indecent assault on a male17,18 3,503 3,683 3,614 3,530 3,611 4,132 4,110 1,003 347 76 209 158 .. ..
17A Sexual assault on a male aged 13 and over17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,316 1,428 1,450 1,324 1,161 1,212 4
17B Sexual assault on a male child under 1317 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,227 1,394 1,237 1,114 1,001 1,058 6


19A Rape of a female17,18 6,281 7,132 7,809 7,929 9,002 11,445 12,378 693 61 25 145 170 .. ..


19C Rape of a female aged 16 and over17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,192 8,725 8,222 7,586 7,780 9,102 17


19D Rape of a female child under 1617 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,014 3,153 2,853 2,413 2,538 2,926 15


19E Rape of a female child under 1317 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 970 1,388 1,524 1,485 1,652 1,963 19
Rape of a female 6,281 7,132 7,809 7,929 9,002 11,445 12,378 12,869 13,327 12,624 11,629 12,140 13,991 15


19B Rape of a male17,18 347 504 600 664 732 850 894 81 22 18 10 22 .. ..


19F Rape of a male aged 16 and over17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 444 438 413 333 317 372 17


19G Rape of a male child under 1617 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 322 292 261 237 218 241 11


19H Rape of a male child under 1317 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 297 364 458 428 407 561 38
Rape of a male 347 504 600 664 732 850 894 1,144 1,116 1,150 1,008 964 1,174 22


20 Indecent assault on a female17,18 18,674 19,524 20,664 20,301 21,789 25,275 27,240 5,152 1,215 267 768 575 .. ..
20A Sexual assault on a female aged 13 and over17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15,087 17,158 16,883 15,780 15,503 15,713 1
20B Sexual assault on a female child under 1317 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,391 4,647 4,245 3,971 3,661 4,160 14
21 Unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under 1317 148 153 181 155 169 183 212 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
21 Sexual activity involving a child under 1317 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,510 1,950 1,936 1,836 1,648 1,828 11
22 Unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under 1617,18 1,112 1,135 1,270 1,237 1,328 1,515 1,911 436 138 67 33 51 .. ..


22B Sexual activity involving a child under 1617 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,546 3,283 3,208 3,104 3,315 3,992 20


22A Causing sexual activity without consent17,19 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 239 744 224 217 151 132 -13
70 Sexual activity etc. with a person with a mental disorder17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 104 139 163 127 131 125 -5
71 Abuse of children through prostitution and pornography17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 99 124 101 111 116 135 16
72 Trafficking for sexual exploitation17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 21 33 43 57 52 59 13
74 Gross indecency with a child17,18 1,269 1,293 1,365 1,336 1,654 1,917 1,987 398 120 64 149 121 .. ..


Most serious sexual crime17 31,334 33,424 35,503 35,152 38,285 45,317 48,732 47,542 47,163 43,738 41,437 40,748 43,579 7


16 Buggery17,18 645 566 437 401 355 287 247 73 39 35 49 36 .. ..
18 Gross indecency between males17,18 520 354 286 167 163 245 260 49 20 12 17 14 .. ..
23 Incest or familial sexual offences17 183 139 121 80 92 99 105 713 966 1,344 1,124 1,040 1,114 7
24 Exploitation of prostitution17 131 215 138 129 129 127 186 117 153 190 184 173 148 -14
25 Abduction of female17,18 277 240 251 262 262 291 403 86 36 21 4 4 .. ..
27 Soliciting for the purpose of prostitution17 .. 1,107 973 1,028 1,655 2,111 1,944 1,821 1,640 1,290 1,215 1,071 1,186 11
73 Abuse of position of trust of a sexual nature17,18 .. .. .. 12 417 678 792 682 463 361 327 195 183 -6
88A Sexual grooming17 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 186 237 322 271 314 405 29
88B Other miscellaneous sexual offences17,20 .. 10,327 9,476 8,647 8,223 9,735 9,873 11,593 11,363 10,209 8,846 .. .. ..
88C Other miscellaneous sexual offences17,20  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 298 356 19
88D Unnatural sexual offences17,20 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 15 -
88E Exposure and voyeurism17,20 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7,529 7,523 0


Other sexual offences 1,756 12,948 11,682 10,726 11,296 13,573 13,810 15,320 14,917 13,784 12,037 10,679 10,930 2


TOTAL SEXUAL OFFENCES 33,090 46,372 47,185 45,878 49,581 58,890 62,542 62,862 62,080 57,522 53,474 51,427 54,509 6


34A Robbery of business property 10,481 12,148 12,394 13,186 11,066 10,110 7,934 8,760 9,454 9,174 9,350 8,173 -13
34B Robbery of personal property 56,354 72,129 82,760 108,173 99,205 93,626 83,076 89,438 91,922 75,574 70,784 66,928 -5


TOTAL ROBBERY OFFENCES 63,072 66,835 84,277 95,154 121,359 110,271 103,736 91,010 98,198 101,376 84,748 80,134 75,101 -6


63,072
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Table 2.04 (contd)  Recorded crime by offence, 1997 to 2009/10 and percentage change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


19971 1998/992 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/033,4 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


28 Burglary in a dwelling 516,346 470,465 439,609 399,927 426,859 434,098 398,945 318,969 298,355 290,454 279,122 282,986 .. ..
28A Burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 214,870 ..
28B Attempted burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 44,717 ..
28C Distraction burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6,932 ..
28D Attempted distraction burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 723 ..
29 Aggravated burglary in a dwelling 2,919 2,884 2,993 3,057 3,488 3,485 3,400 2,538 2,162 1,806 1,572 1,454 1,353 -7


Total burglary in a dwelling 519,265 473,349 442,602 402,984 430,347 437,583 402,345 321,507 300,517 292,260 280,694 284,440 268,595 -6
   of which: distraction burglary21 .. .. .. .. .. .. 15,716 13,258 11,552 12,750 10,058 9,092 7,655 -16


30 Burglary in a building other than a dwelling 495,396 479,425 463,372 432,540 447,552 451,904 417,133 358,398 344,195 329,473 302,775 296,954 .. ..
30A Burglary in a building other than a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 236,034 ..
30B Attempted burglary in a building other than a dwelling .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 35,873 ..
31 Aggravated burglary in a building other than a dwelling 414 410 494 503 610 612 535 453 356 279 214 183 153 -16


Total burglary in a building other than a dwelling 495,810 479,835 463,866 433,043 448,162 452,516 417,668 358,851 344,551 329,752 302,989 297,137 272,060 -8


TOTAL BURGLARY OFFENCES 1,015,075 953,184 906,468 836,027 878,509 890,099 820,013 680,358 645,068 622,012 583,683 581,577 540,655 -7


37.2 Aggravated vehicle taking 8,031 10,098 10,416 10,759 11,794 11,560 11,570 11,409 10,943 10,920 10,333 9,724 7,995 -18
45 Theft from a vehicle 710,333 685,919 669,232 629,651 655,161 663,679 603,256 500,360 507,239 502,651 432,374 396,963 339,140 -15
48 Theft or unauthorised taking of motor vehicle 399,208 381,709 364,270 328,037 316,321 306,947 280,288 231,323 203,239 182,464 159,675 137,511 109,817 -20
126 Interfering with a motor vehicle16, 22 .. 48,011 56,521 62,696 80,755 92,473 89,892 77,004 71,400 68,980 53,995 47,648 38,026 -20


TOTAL OFFENCES AGAINST VEHICLES 1,117,572 1,125,737 1,100,439 1,031,143 1,064,031 1,074,659 985,006 820,096 792,821 765,015 656,377 591,846 494,978 -16


38 Profiting from or concealing knowledge of the
  proceeds of crime23 .. .. .. .. .. .. 69 438 1,548 1,961 2,382 2,507 2,593 3


39 Theft from the person 57,767 63,118 76,254 87,332 114,848 148,488 137,154 122,081 123,867 114,852 101,650 89,662 92,271 3
40 Theft in a dwelling other than from automatic  


  machine or meter 38,301 44,375 44,764 43,045 46,859 56,444 61,099 57,713 54,757 54,471 51,319 51,204 53,391 4
41 Theft by an employee 17,156 17,900 17,468 17,487 17,120 17,530 17,700 17,251 17,048 16,323 15,852 15,464 13,181 -15
42 Theft of mail 3,638 4,931 5,856 6,890 9,665 13,458 20,537 22,509 9,351 4,740 3,045 3,724 3,103 -17
43 Dishonest use of electricity 3,325 2,454 2,157 1,451 1,338 1,413 1,309 1,296 1,299 1,497 2,024 1,785 1,738 -3
44 Theft or unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle 139,092 128,557 131,240 108,509 102,713 97,755 105,467 105,953 113,192 110,526 103,996 104,170 109,851 5
46 Shoplifting 274,015 281,972 292,494 293,080 306,596 310,881 303,235 281,127 295,999 294,282 290,603 320,748 307,845 -4
47 Theft from automatic machine or meter24 13,595 15,343 19,077 18,619 19,544 24,311 29,515 35,918 42,049 33,721 11,930 7,653 7,759 1
49 Other theft or unauthorised taking 466,917 479,306 510,573 518,573 565,475 647,827 634,491 589,189 554,368 536,603 526,914 472,335 436,324 -8
54 Handling stolen goods 33,574 27,746 23,298 19,243 18,775 18,817 17,308 14,157 12,714 11,826 11,295 10,767 9,425 -12


OTHER THEFT OFFENCES 1,047,380 1,065,702 1,123,181 1,114,229 1,202,933 1,336,924 1,327,884 1,247,632 1,226,192 1,180,802 1,121,010 1,080,019 1,037,481 -4


51 Fraud by company director25 15 159 165 152 106 27 80 51 626 101 162 815 87 -89
52 False accounting 1,820 1,304 1,103 1,043 1,033 880 721 541 487 462 249 146 158 8
53A Cheque and credit card fraud (pre Fraud Act 2006)26,27 .. 141,948 173,857 148,252 153,646 142,249 131,022 121,376 87,860 59,011 .. .. .. ..
53B Preserved other fraud and repealed fraud offences 


  (pre Fraud Act 2006)26,27,28,29 124,389 122,437 145,448 155,647 144,436 169,639 171,002 141,667 128,182 127,854 .. .. .. ..
53C Fraud by false representation: cheque, plastic card


  and online bank accounts26, 27 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 23,286 26,593 27,139 2
53D Fraud by false representation: other frauds26,29 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 118,392 122,439 113,802 -7
53E Fraud by failing to disclose information26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 265 303 362 19
53F Fraud by abuse of position26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 672 923 1,159 26
53G Obtaining services dishonestly26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,880 1,151 1,063 -8
53H Making or supplying articles for use in fraud26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 183 608 860 41
53J Possession of articles for use in fraud26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,109 1,466 1,541 5
55 Bankruptcy and insolvency offences16 .. 23 82 10 15 11 9 11 93 14 31 15 13 -
60 Forgery or use of false drug prescription 941 842 871 821 762 881 805 747 693 593 439 446 344 -23
61 Other forgery 7,233 6,762 6,173 6,225 6,835 8,793 7,992 10,249 10,627 8,479 4,199 4,244 2,521 -41
61A Possession of false documents .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,301 2,646 2,244 -15
814 Vehicle/driver document fraud16 .. 6,028 7,074 7,174 8,026 8,618 8,016 5,420 4,206 3,138 2,159 1,387 1,055 -24


TOTAL FRAUD AND FORGERY OFFENCES26,30 134,398 279,503 334,773 319,324 314,859 331,098 319,647 280,062 232,774 199,652 155,327 163,182 152,348 -7
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Table 2.04 (contd)  Recorded crime by offence, 1997 to 2009/10 and percentage change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


19971 1998/992 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/033,4 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


56 Arson31 31,516 47,273 53,794 52,818 60,456 53,552 57,546 48,368 45,731 43,100 39,315 .. .. ..
56A Arson endangering life31 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,629 3,625 0
56B Arson not endangering life31 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 31,197 28,954 -7
57 Criminal damage endangering life 372 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
58 Other criminal damage32 842,415 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
58 Other criminal damage33 704,717 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
58A Criminal damage to a dwelling16 .. 216,590 234,575 238,896 269,456 291,999 321,613 308,973 297,579 288,285 256,754 235,427 198,978 -15
58B Criminal damage to a building other than a dwelling16 .. 159,461 166,770 166,960 178,288 176,702 186,784 174,489 161,436 160,207 131,133 109,429 88,508 -19
58C Criminal damage to a vehicle16 .. 357,152 374,218 378,903 419,403 434,270 457,950 461,346 468,143 483,237 425,596 389,733 336,726 -14
58D Other criminal damage16 .. 95,777 108,318 113,628 126,076 152,440 180,411 188,842 195,069 197,036 173,067 157,111 140,678 -10
58E Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage 


  to a dwelling8 .. .. 1,452 1,765 2,228 2,044 1,982 1,845 1,742 1,543 1,150 999 850 -15
58F Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage to a building


  other than a dwelling8 .. .. 756 985 1,547 1,160 1,185 1,137 1,274 1,079 833 780 662 -15
58G Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage to a vehicle8 .. .. 1,232 1,399 1,885 1,525 1,603 1,640 1,899 1,711 1,339 1,306 1,133 -13
58H Racially or religiously aggravated other criminal damage8 .. .. 590 612 822 780 838 837 975 953 681 727 604 -17
59 Threat etc. to commit criminal damage 2,739 3,333 3,977 4,121 4,334 6,138 8,612 10,066 10,501 7,889 6,315 6,027 6,002 0


TOTAL CRIMINAL DAMAGE OFFENCES 877,042 879,586 945,682 960,087 1,064,495 1,120,610 1,218,524 1,197,543 1,184,349 1,185,040 1,036,183 936,365 806,720 -14


   TOTAL PROPERTY CRIME34 4,191,467 4,303,712 4,410,543 4,260,810 4,524,827 4,753,390 4,671,074 4,225,691 4,081,204 3,952,521 3,552,580 3,352,989 3,032,182 -10


92A Trafficking in controlled drugs 23,153 21,788 19,956 19,820 19,686 22,435 24,628 24,190 25,276 26,550 28,330 29,894 33,009 10
92B Possession of controlled drugs16 .. 112,576 100,598 92,716 100,905 119,896 118,006 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
92C Other drug offences16 .. 1,581 1,312 922 802 989 877 781 601 680 816 1,123 1,117 -1
92D Possession of controlled drugs (excluding cannabis)35 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 32,603 32,685 36,608 42,504 44,584 38,262 -14
92E Possession of controlled drugs (cannabis)35 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 88,263 119,917 130,395 158,231 167,943 162,610 -3


TOTAL DRUG OFFENCES 23,153 135,945 121,866 113,458 121,393 143,320 143,511 145,837 178,479 194,233 229,881 243,544 234,998 -4


10B Possession of firearms offences36 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,462 4,024 -10


81 Other firearms offences16,37 .. 3,325 3,143 3,531 3,199 3,522 3,322 4,210 4,106 4,239 4,560 292 254 -13
15 Concealing an infant death close to birth 5 10 4 9 4 7 6 6 8 4 8 8 6 -
26 Bigamy 75 129 83 80 74 88 71 104 101 61 74 64 60 -6
33 Going equipped for stealing, etc. 6,132 5,866 5,208 4,634 5,081 5,792 5,706 4,567 4,382 4,253 3,765 3,796 3,676 -3
35 Blackmail38 877 1,038 1,137 1,086 1,072 1,331 1,497 1,465 1,645 2,481 1,197 1,362 1,458 7
36 Kidnapping 1,559 2,049 2,339 2,404 2,788 3,198 3,141 2,814 2,799 2,367 1,993 2,033 1,868 -8
62 Treason - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
64 Riot 6 2 6 2 12 8 8 4 7 4 2 3 0 -
65 Violent disorder 2,060 2,500 2,804 2,753 2,602 2,856 2,790 2,636 2,457 1,742 1,181 1,023 861 -16
66 Other offences against the State and public order 16,240 18,638 19,600 17,834 18,872 19,935 19,926 20,370 31,999 35,935 35,057 37,683 37,598 0
67 Perjury 309 329 217 183 143 186 206 265 245 197 192 177 186 5
68 Libel 5 3 4 2 3 2 - - 1 1 1 0 0 -
69 Offender Management Act offences .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 533 ..
75 Betting, gaming and lotteries16 .. 48 23 27 17 5 1 12 6 13 11 22 21 -
76 Aiding suicide 14 8 6 10 4 8 11 6 11 13 9 7 17 -
78 Immigration offences16 .. 505 427 262 329 433 451 550 935 792 661 574 411 -28
79 Perverting the course of justice 6,779 9,265 9,637 9,763 10,282 11,346 11,894 11,567 12,712 11,114 9,120 8,395 7,994 -5
80 Absconding from lawful custody 1,379 1,301 1,559 1,389 1,357 1,553 1,721 1,362 1,272 979 830 648 558 -14
82 Customs and Revenue offences16 .. 119 96 116 124 117 49 30 49 27 11 12 10 -
83 Bail offences16 .. 66 143 107 133 252 212 202 177 83 25 6 4 -
84 Trade descriptions, etc.16 .. 263 245 192 173 195 513 1,344 1,360 1,353 1,322 1,143 807 -29
85 Health and Safety offences16 .. 7 3 5 5 3 4 15 8 9 8 16 6 -
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Table 2.04 (contd)  Recorded crime by offence, 1997 to 2009/10 and percentage change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


19971 1998/992 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/033,4 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


86 Obscene publications, etc. and protected sexual material16 .. 603 643 665 852 2,106 2,881 2,861 2,592 2,378 2,655 2,763 3,195 16
87 Protection from eviction16 .. 68 66 71 56 63 75 70 75 69 81 71 81 14
89 Adulteration of food16 .. 69 46 94 117 80 34 29 45 32 44 13 4 -
90 Other knives offences16 .. 99 66 51 59 41 30 21 15 9 6 7 13 -
91 Public health offences16 39 .. 9 12 10 17 20 86 112 128 50 44 115 488 324
94 Planning laws16 .. 2 1 5 3 1 3 4 5 0 0 1 0 -
95 Disclosure, obstruction, false or misleading statements etc.40 .. .. .. .. .. 16 22 144 368 266 423 506 425 -16
99 Other indictable or triable-either-way offences 1,283 2,537 3,559 4,058 4,034 3,223 3,440 2,577 2,197 1,915 1,391 1,736 1,618 -7
802 Dangerous driving16 .. 4,589 5,205 5,287 6,126 7,624 7,567 6,669 5,923 5,353 4,720 4,238 3,926 -7


TOTAL OTHER MISCELLANEOUS OFFENCES 36,723 53,447 56,282 54,630 57,538 64,011 65,668 64,016 75,628 75,739 69,391 71,176 70,102 -2


   TOTAL RECORDED CRIME – ALL OFFENCES 4,598,327 5,109,089 5,301,187 5,170,843 5,525,024 5,974,960 6,013,759 5,637,511 5,555,172 5,427,558 4,951,173 4,702,717 4,338,604 -8


PLEASE NOTE:


Detailed notes to accompany this table are available on the following page.


As in previous years, police figures for the latest year in this table and elsewhere remain subject to change as forces continue to submit further data.
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NOTES TO ACCOMPANY TABLE 2.04


1.
2.


3.


4.
5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.


19.
20.


21.
22.
23.
24.


25.


26.


27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.


36.


37.


38.


39.
40.
41.
- Indicates that data are not reported because the base number of offences is less than 50.


The large increase in 2006/07 was due to the recording of threats made against shareholders of GlaxoSmithKline by animal rights activists.


These offences were added to the series from 1 April 2002.
Some forces have revised their data and totals may not therefore agree with those previously published.


The large increase in this offence is mainly due to the recording of fly-tipping by some forces following advice that this offence is notifiable.


Includes offences of burglary, offences against vehicles, other theft offences, fraud and forgery and criminal damage.
Possession of controlled drugs offences were split with effect from April 2004 into possession of cannabis and possession of drugs other 
than cannabis.
Offence classification 10B was introduced from 1 April 2008.  Possession of firearms offences are those offences where the weapon has 
not been used during the commission of another offence.
These are offences under the Firearms Act 1968 and other Firearms Acts connected with licensing and certification of firearms. Such 
offences are not included in the firearms offences statistics which are discussed in Chapter 3 of Crime in England and Wales 2009/10: 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb1210.pdf.


Classification 53D in 2007/08 and 2008/09 includes some offences recorded under code 53B as the offences are very similar in nature.
This section includes the fraud offences used prior to the commencement of the Fraud Act 2006 on 15 January 2007.
Offence classifications 56A and 56B were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as classification 56.


Offence classification 53B includes cheque and credit card fraud in 1997.


Following a change in the implementation of the Fraud Act 2006, offences involving theft from an automatic machine using a plastic card 
are now regarded as false representation and recorded under classification 53C.
The large increase in this offence in 2005/06 was due to one large-scale fraud recorded by the Cambridgeshire Constabulary and the large 
rise in 2007/08 was due to a fraud recorded by the North Yorkshire Police. The large increases in 2008/09 were due to large-scale frauds 
recorded by Gwent Police, Leicestershire Constabulary and the Metropolitan Police.
New offences were introduced under the Fraud Act 2006 which came into force on 15 January 2007. Offences under the new 
classifications 53C to 53J were recorded under these classifications from 1 April 2007. Between 15 January and 31 March 2007 these 
offences were recorded under classification 53B.  For classifications 53A and 53C counting changed from a per fraudulent transaction to a 
per account basis from 15 January 2007.  From 1 April 2007 these offences were reported to a single point of contact within each police 
force by financial institutions.
Classification 53C in 2007/08 and 2008/09 includes some offences recorded under code 53A as the offences are very similar in nature.


Offence classifications 3A and 3B were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as classification 3.


Offence classifications 10A, 10C and 10D were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as classification 8B.
Offence classifications 8L and 9A were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as classification 8C.
Offence classifications 8M and 9B were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as classification 8E.


Included within 'less serious wounding' prior to April 1998.
Possession of weapons offences can also be included in other offence classifications.


Offence classifications 5A, 5B and 5C were introduced from 1 April 2008 and replaced classification 5. Classification 5A was influenced by 
a clarification in recording rules that had the effect of significantly increasing levels of recording in some forces. Classification 5A also 
includes some other offences of endangering life as well as GBH with intent, though GBH with intent is the major part of this category.
Offence classifications 8F, 8G, 8H, 8J and 8K were introduced from 1 April 2008 and had previously been recorded as part of 
classifications 8A or 8D. Classifications 8F and 8H have been moved up in the table to be close to other offences which involve GBH.
Racially aggravated offences were added to the series from 1 April 1999; prior to that they would have been included in the original 
classifications. Religiously aggravated offences were added to the series from April 2002.
The change in definition relating to resultant injury in common assaults and less serious woundings, which applied from 1 April 2002, is 
described in Chapter 5 of Crime in England and Wales 2005/06 . Offences of 'assault without injury' include some assaults with injury prior 
to April 2002.


The number of crimes recorded in that calendar year using the coverage and rules in use until 31 March 1998.
The number of crimes recorded in that financial year using the expanded offence coverage and revised Counting Rules which came into 
effect on 1 April 1998.
The National Crime Recording Standard was introduced in April 2002, although some forces adopted NCRS practices before the standard 
was formally introduced. Figures before and after that date are not directly comparable. The introduction of NCRS led to a rise in recording 
in 2002/03 and, particularly for violent crime, in the following years as forces continued to improve compliance with the new standard. 


The homicide figure for 2002/03 includes 172 homicides attributed to Harold Shipman in previous years but coming to light in the official 
inquiry in 2002. The homicide figure in 2005/06 of 764 includes 52 homicide victims of the 7 July London bombings, which also accounted 
for approximately one-quarter of the total of 920 attempted murders.


Includes the British Transport Police from 2002/03 onwards.


Including offences of 'other criminal damage' of value £20 and under.
Excluding offences of 'other criminal damage' of value £20 and under.


These offences were added to the series from 1 April 1998. 


Excludes Cumbria, Durham, Nottinghamshire, South Wales and Sussex for 2003/04.
Includes tampering with a motor vehicle.
These offences were added to the series from 1 April 2003.


The Sexual Offences Act 2003, introduced in May 2004, altered the definition and coverage of sexual offences.
Prior to 2009/10, a small number of offences continued to be recorded relating to offences repealed by the Sexual Offences Act 2003.  
While these may have been legitimately recorded for offences committed prior to May 2004 it is also possible that some may have been 
recorded in these old categories in error, so any changes based on small numbers should be interpreted with caution.
The increase in 2005/06 was accounted for by a large number of offences that were dealt with by the Norfolk Constabulary.
This offence consists solely of the former offence of 'Indecent Exposure' for years prior to 2004/05. This became the offence of 'Exposure' 
and was included within 'Other miscellaneous sexual offences' from May 2004. Offence classification 88B was split into 88C–E with effect 
from 2008/9 and at that time offences of exposure went into classification 88E.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
All BCS              


crime
Personal                    


crime
Unweighted 


base
All BCS              


crime
Personal                    


crime
Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 21.5 5.7 44,559 Respondent's employment status
In employment 24.3 6.2 24,042


16-24 31.9 13.8 3,666 Unemployed 27.9 11.2 1,409
25-34 28.1 7.2 5,998 Economically inactive 16.3 4.2 18,992
35-44 24.3 5.3 8,007 Student 29.6 12.7 1,120
45-54 21.7 4.2 7,312 Looking after family/home 20.9 3.9 2,387
55-64 15.8 3.0 7,627 Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 25.4 6.1 1,942
65-74 11.1 2.3 6,321 Retired 10.2 2.1 12,899
75+ 7.6 1.8 5,628 Other inactive 21.5 5.7 644


Men 22.8 6.5 20,079 Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 22.2 5.3 14,731


16-24 34.5 17.3 1,708 Intermediate occupations 19.7 4.7 9,016
25-34 29.4 8.2 2,572 Routine and manual occupations 20.6 5.0 17,060
35-44 25.2 5.5 3,539 Never worked and long-term unemployed 17.5 6.0 1,685
45-54 22.2 4.5 3,468 Full-time students 30.4 13.7 1,732
55-64 16.9 3.1 3,654 Not classified 18.5 4.7 335
65-74 11.5 1.8 2,921
75+ 6.4 0.9 2,217 Highest qualification


Degree or diploma 23.5 6.0 14,403
Women 20.2 4.9 24,480 Apprenticeship or A/AS level 24.1 7.2 7,463


O level/GCSE 24.0 6.8 8,540
16-24 29.2 10.1 1,958 Other 17.4 4.6 1,893
25-34 26.7 6.1 3,426 None 15.2 3.3 12,170
35-44 23.5 5.1 4,468
45-54 21.2 3.8 3,844 Long-standing illness or disability 
55-64 14.8 2.8 3,973 Long-standing illness or disability 19.9 5.3 12,715
65-74 10.8 2.7 3,400 Limits activities 19.2 5.1 9,052
75+ 8.4 2.4 3,411 Does not limit activities 21.5 5.8 3,657


No long-standing illness or disability 22.0 5.8 31,761
Ethnic group
White 21.5 5.7 41,226 Hours out of home on an average weekday
Non-White 21.5 5.6 3,255 Less than 3 hours 14.6 3.0 13,527


Mixed 29.7 9.1 316 3 hours less than 7 hours 20.5 5.5 12,136
Asian or Asian British 21.3 4.0 1,482 7 hours or longer 25.7 7.3 18,814
Black or Black British 20.1 6.9 877
Chinese or other 20.3 7.2 580 Number of evening visits to bar in last month


None 17.9 4.1 23,053
Marital status Less than once a week 23.2 5.9 12,427
Married 18.4 3.2 20,956 Once a week or more often 27.0 9.0 9,075
Cohabiting 26.7 5.9 3,957
Single 28.3 11.6 9,072 Number of visits to a nightclub in last month
Separated 24.5 7.7 1,415 None 19.7 4.6 40,568
Divorced 21.8 5.9 4,061 Less than once a week 32.1 12.5 3,228
Widowed 10.4 2.9 5,087 Once a week or more often 40.6 17.3 759


1. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


% victims once or more: % victims once or more:


Table 2.05  Proportion of adults who were victims of all BCS crime and personal crime by personal characteristics
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
All BCS 


crime
Unweighted 


base
Household 


crime
Unweighted 


base
Personal 


crime
Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 21.5 44,559 16.4 44,610 5.7 44,559


Structure of household
Single adult & child(ren) 29.2 2,259 24.0 2,254 8.4 2,259
Adults & child(ren) 25.5 9,709 21.5 9,694 5.8 9,709
Adult(s) & no children 19.6 32,591 14.4 32,662 5.5 32,591


Total household income
Less than £10,000 19.9 6,223 14.7 6,227 6.0 6,223
£10,000 less than £20,000 18.3 8,828 14.6 8,829 4.6 8,828
£20,000 less than £30,000 22.5 6,122 18.0 6,123 5.6 6,122
£30,000 less than £40,000 21.7 4,541 18.3 4,543 4.8 4,541
£40,000 less than £50,000 25.5 2,983 20.1 2,983 6.6 2,983
£50,000 or more 26.0 6,073 20.8 6,076 6.2 6,073


Tenure
Owners 20.0 30,624 15.5 30,659 4.5 30,624
Social renters 22.9 7,440 17.3 7,445 6.7 7,440
Private renters 25.9 6,337 18.7 6,343 9.3 6,337


Accommodation type 
Houses 21.5 38,141 16.6 38,180 5.3 38,141


Detached 17.1 11,767 13.2 11,788 3.9 11,767
Semi-detached 20.9 14,150 15.7 14,152 5.5 14,150
Terraced 25.9 12,224 20.5 12,240 6.5 12,224


Flats/maisonettes 21.9 5,596 15.3 5,606 8.5 5,596
Other accommodation 4.3 132 3.6 132 1.1 132


Output area classification
Blue collar communities 25.1 7,536 19.9 7,531 6.2 7,536
City living 26.1 2,028 17.9 2,033 9.1 2,028
Countryside 15.0 6,880 10.9 6,892 3.9 6,880
Prospering suburbs 17.3 10,731 12.9 10,737 4.3 10,731
Constrained by circumstances 23.2 4,501 17.4 4,504 6.0 4,501
Typical traits 24.1 9,136 18.8 9,148 5.6 9,136
Multicultural 23.6 3,747 18.0 3,765 7.8 3,747


Area type
Urban 23.0 32,984 17.6 33,027 6.1 32,984
Rural 15.8 11,575 12.0 11,583 4.2 11,575


Level of physical disorder
High 27.7 2,384 23.1 2,389 6.2 2,384
Not high 21.1 41,758 15.9 41,800 5.7 41,758


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 24.1 7,779 19.2 7,781 6.0 7,779
Other output areas 21.6 24,554 16.3 24,588 5.7 24,554
20% least deprived output areas 19.7 8,398 14.4 8,412 5.6 8,398


1. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of household and area characteristics.


% victims once or more:


Table 2.06  Proportion of adults who were victims of all BCS crime, household crime and personal crime by household and 
area characteristics
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Numbers (000s) and numbers per 100,000 population England and Wales, Recorded crime
Year Total recorded 


violence against 
the person                


(000s)


Number of              
violence against               


the person              
offences                       


per 100,000 
population


Total recorded 
property crime 


(000s)


Number of                    
property crime                            


offences                   
per 100,000              


population


Total recorded                     
offences against 


vehicles1                                                


(000s)


Number of                
offences against                 


vehicles per               
100,000             


population


Total recorded 
offences (000s)


Number of               
offences               


per 100,000             
population


1950 6 14 435 993 39 90 461 1,053
1960 16 34 699 1,513 110 237 744 1,610
1970 41 84 1,471 2,994 323 657 1,556 3,166
1980 97 196 2,547 5,134 619 1,249 2,688 5,420
1981 100 202 2,815 5,671 712 1,435 2,964 5,971
1982 109 219 3,102 6,254 800 1,613 3,262 6,577
1983 111 224 3,079 6,208 750 1,512 3,247 6,546
1984 114 230 3,325 6,696 800 1,611 3,499 7,047
1985 122 245 3,424 6,882 846 1,701 3,612 7,258
1986 125 251 3,653 7,316 988 1,980 3,847 7,707
1987 141 282 3,674 7,337 1,048 2,093 3,892 7,773
1988 158 315 3,477 6,920 987 1,965 3,716 7,396
1989 177 351 3,603 7,150 1,022 2,029 3,871 7,681
1990 185 365 4,263 8,430 1,267 2,506 4,544 8,986
1991 190 375 4,976 9,812 1,495 2,948 5,276 10,403
1992 202 395 5,268 10,309 1,549 3,032 5,592 10,943
1993 205 400 5,191 10,124 1,523 2,971 5,526 10,777
1994 218 424 4,895 9,516 1,384 2,691 5,253 10,212
1995 213 412 4,739 9,180 1,322 2,560 5,100 9,880
1996 239 462 4,636 8,946 1,293 2,495 5,037 9,719
1997 251 482 4,191 8,059 1,118 2,149 4,598 8,841


1997/98 2,3 256 492 4,131 7,944 1,096 2,107 4,545 8,739
1998/99 3 231 442 4,087 7,827 1,072 2,053 4,482 8,584


1998/99 4 503 963 4,304 8,243 1,126 2,156 5,109 9,785
1999/00 581 1,108 4,411 8,413 1,100 2,099 5,301 10,111
2000/01 601 1,140 4,261 8,087 1,031 1,957 5,171 9,814
2001/02 650 1,228 4,525 8,547 1,064 2,010 5,525 10,436


2002/03 5,6 845 1,603 4,753 9,010 1,075 2,050 5,975 11,323
2003/04 967 1,821 4,671 8,785 985 1,865 6,014 11,308
2004/05 1,048 1,960 4,226 7,896 820 1,543 5,638 10,531
2005/06 1,060 1,970 4,081 7,590 793 1,485 5,555 10,327
2006/07 1,046 1,928 3,953 7,300 765 1,424 5,428 10,018
2007/08 7 961 1,760 3,553 6,528 656 1,215 4,951 9,089
2008/09 903 1,642 3,353 6,124 592 1,088 4,703 8,576
2009/10 872 1,574 3,032 5,500 495 904 4,339 7,857


Table 2.07  Recorded crime and number per 100,000 population for violence against the person, property crime and offences against vehicles, 1950 to 2009/10


7. Some forces have revised their data and totals may not therefore agree with those previously published.


1. Offences against vehicles includes aggravated vehicle taking, theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle, theft from a vehicle and, from 1998/99 onwards, interfering with a vehicle.


3. The number of crimes recorded in that financial year using the coverage and rules in use until 31 March 1998.
2. Change from calendar year to financial year.


4. The number of crimes recorded in that financial year using the expanded offence coverage and revised Counting Rules which came into effect on 1 April 1998.
5. Numbers of recorded crimes will be affected by changes in reporting and recording. For further information see Chapter 3 in Crime in England and Wales 2002/03 . The national impact of recording changes in 
2002/03 was estimated to be an increase of ten per cent for total recorded crime. This impact will vary for different types of offences.
6. From 2002/03, offences recorded by the British Transport Police (BTP) have been added to the total figures for England and Wales. The rates per 100,000 population do not include figures from the BTP. 
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Once Twice Three or 


more
Unweighted 


base 1


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 71 17 12 2,993
Vehicle vandalism 74 16 9 2,097
Other vandalism 72 14 14 1,019


Burglary 86 8 6 911


Vehicle-related theft 86 10 4 1,814


Bicycle theft 90 7 3 755


Other household theft 82 13 6 1,728


Theft from the person 95 4 1 431


Other theft of personal property 88 10 3 789


All violence 74 13 13 1,098
Wounding 78 9 12 280
Assault with minor injury 82 8 10 265
Assault without injury 72 16 12 450
Robbery 86 7 7 179


Violence with injury 78 10 13 583
Violence without injury 76 14 10 571


Domestic violence 53 17 30 169
Acquaintance 69 12 19 358
Stranger 84 9 7 448
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft) 88 5 6 227


2. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.
1. Base is victims of specified offences.


Table 2.08  Number of times victims were victimised
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/022 2002/03   2004/05   2005/06   2006/07   2007/083 2008/094 2009/10
1995 to 


2009/10
2001/02 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 33 31 30 33 32 30 30 30 32 30 28 29
Vehicle vandalism 29 28 25 28 27 25 26 27 28 26 25 26
Other vandalism 32 26 32 33 33 31 29 29 31 30 27 28 **$


Burglary 13 16 19 19 15 18 14 16 13 15 15 14 **$


Vehicle-related theft 21 25 28 24 21 19 19 18 16 17 17 14 **$ **$ **$


Bicycle theft 6 14 14 14 11 10 12 12 11 11 12 10


Other household theft 28 25 23 25 19 19 20 21 17 18 20 18 **$


Theft from the person 4 9 4 11 8 8 6 8 7 6 9 5


Other theft of personal property 18 18 14 15 13 10 11 12 11 10 11 12
 
 


All violence 27 32 38 33 33 28 28 27 28 27 23 26 **$ **$
Wounding 14 20 24 26 25 25 19 21 18 17 17 22
Assault with minor injury 30 28 33 31 30 29 29 26 24 23 21 18 **$ **$
Assault without injury 31 40 39 33 33 28 25 28 28 27 22 28 **$
Robbery 18 8 16 10 24 9 7 14 16 20 11 14


 
Violence with injury 23 26 31 31 28 26 25 23 24 21 21 22 **$ **$
Violence without injury 29 36 36 29 32 25 24 26 25 26 21 24 **$ **$


 
Domestic violence 48 43 50 58 55 44 46 43 43 45 38 47
Acquaintance 26 28 37 30 29 28 30 28 23 28 23 31 **#
Stranger 20 28 24 16 20 21 18 19 20 17 17 16
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft)                     17 11 13 11 19 9 5 13 15 16 11 12


Table 2.09  Proportion of victims who were victimised more than once, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS1 with statistical significance of change between 1995, 2001/02, 2008/09 and 2009/10


Percentage victims more than once :


5. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.


1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.


Statistically significant change


3. Base is victims of specified offences; unweighted bases for 2009/10 figures are included in Table 2.08. Bases for figures since 2001/02 will be similar, but prior to that will be smaller.
2. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.


4. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/022 2002/03   2004/05   2005/06   2006/07   2007/08 2008/093 2009/10
1995 to 


2009/10
2001/02 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Vandalism 59 56 56 59 58 55 56 55 58 55 53 53 **$
Vehicle vandalism 52 51 45 51 50 47 48 48 51 49 47 47
Other vandalism 58 52 59 61 61 59 56 56 58 56 52 54 **$


Burglary 27 35 38 39 34 37 30 36 29 34 33 31 **$


Vehicle-related theft 40 47 49 44 41 38 38 36 32 34 34 28 **$ **$ **$


Bicycle theft 11 28 26 26 20 21 24 25 22 23 25 22
Other household theft 53 47 46 47 40 38 40 41 36 37 40 37 **$


Theft from the person 13 18 7 20 17 17 14 16 16 12 19 11 **$ **$


Other theft of personal property 35 38 31 31 27 22 25 24 24 21 23 25 **$  


All violence 57 62 68 61 61 56 55 56 55 53 49 53 **$ **$
Wounding 36 49 58 56 54 50 42 48 42 41 37 47 **#
Assault with minor injury 57 56 63 59 57 56 57 53 47 45 47 41 **$ **$
Assault without injury 62 69 66 59 58 55 51 57 55 51 47 53 **$
Robbery 46 23 31 20 45 21 18 33 37 41 23 34 **#


Violence with injury 50 55 63 60 57 52 51 51 48 45 44 48 **$ **$
Violence without injury 60 65 63 54 57 51 49 54 52 51 45 48 **$ **$


Domestic violence 78 n/a 79 81 82 73 74 72 70 73 66 76
Acquaintance 56 n/a 68 59 55 56 59 59 50 55 49 59   **#
Stranger 45 n/a 49 34 41 46 40 43 42 35 37 35 **$
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft)                     46 n/a 26 22 38 20 14 31 34 34 22 30    


2. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.
3. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.
4. Base is victims of specified offences; unweighted bases for 2009/10 figures are included in Table 2.08. Bases for figures since 2001/02 will be similar, but prior to that will be smaller.
5. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.


Table 2.10  Proportion of incidents experienced by repeat victims, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS1 with statistical significance of change between 1995, 2001/02, 2008/09 and 2009/10


Percentage incidents experienced by repeat victims 4 : Statistically significant change


1. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS


1981 1991 1995 1997 2001/023 2002/03   2003/04   2004/05   2005/06   2006/07   2007/08 2008/094   2009/10
2008/09                   


to                
2009/10


PROPERTY CRIME


Statistically 
significant 


change


Vandalism 22 27 30 26 32 31 31 32 31 32 35 34 35
Vehicle vandalism 10 25 26 23 26 27 26 28 26 28 32 30 30
Other vandalism 36 31 35 30 40 37 37 39 40 38 40 40 46 ** 


Burglary 66 73 66 64 61 65 62 61 65 66 64 66 68
With entry 81 88 82 78 77 81 75 72 77 77 73 76 78
Attempts 42 48 45 47 41 43 45 42 47 51 50 49 52


With loss 85 92 84 85 85 87 78 77 81 81 76 83 84
No loss (including attempts) 48 53 51 49 45 49 49 49 53 55 54 53 56


Vehicle-related theft 41 56 51 46 52 50 48 49 49 47 48 46 47
Theft from vehicles 30 53 50 42 48 47 45 45 45 43 44 42 43
Theft of vehicles 95 99 98 96 94 97 95 95 94 93 93 89 90
Attempts of and from 31 41 35 36 40 36 34 37 40 38 40 40 42


Bicycle theft 64 69 62 63 53 50 43 44 47 36 41 38 45 ** 


Other household theft 25 29 30 33 33 30 30 30 28 28 27 25 27


Theft from the person 31 35 41 33 34 33 38 32 33 35 32 30 33
Snatch theft from person 24 38 75 50 54 40 50 54 41 47 56 44 38
Stealth theft from person 33 34 36 31 31 32 36 28 32 33 28 27 32


Other theft of personal property 23 38 29 31 32 36 35 35 33 33 30 33 34


ALL VIOLENCE (COMPARABLE)5 - - -  - 35 41 41 45 45 43 42 42 45
Assault with minor injury or no injury 25 26 34 30 26 34 33 39 39 37 37 35 39


Without injury - - - - - 35 30 34 35 36 33 33 40 ** 


Wounding 40 48 40 46 56 51 57 60 61 58 59 63 56
Robbery 47 47 55 57 45 53 53 49 49 47 43 40 45


Domestic violence 20 23 27 26 35 35 40 40 42 44 40 47 41
Acquaintance 25 29 37 32 36 42 40 44 45 47 48 38 43
Stranger 35 38 40 46 31 39 40 48 45 37 38 43 46
Mugging (robbery + snatch theft) 38 47 59 55 46 50 52 50 47 47 46 41 44


Household acquisitive crime n/a n/a n/a n/a 47 47 46 45 46 44 44 43 44
Personal acquisitive crime n/a n/a n/a n/a 26 37 38 36 35 36 33 33 35


ALL HOUSEHOLD CRIME n/a n/a n/a n/a 42 42 40 40 40 39 41 39 40
ALL PERSONAL CRIME n/a n/a n/a n/a 31 38 39 40 40 39 38 37 40


OLD COMPARABLE CRIME6 36 49 47 44 45 44 44 43 43 42 43 42 44 ** 


COMPARABLE CRIME6 - - - - 42 43 42 42 42 41 42 41 43 ** 


ALL BCS CRIME 31 43 41 39 40 41 40 40 40 39 39 38 40 ** 


4. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.


Table 2.11  Percentage of BCS incidents reported to the police1, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS2 with statistical significance of change between 2008/09 and 2009/10


3. Prior to 2001/02, BCS estimates relate to crimes experienced in a given calendar year. From 2001/02 onwards the estimates relate to crimes experienced in the last 12 months based on interviews in the given financial year.


7. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information about the crime types included in this table.


1. Incidents that were reported to the police also includes those incidents that the police came to know about in another way, e.g. they arrived at the scene.


6. Old comparable crime includes vandalism, burglary, vehicle-related theft, bicycle theft, theft from the person, wounding and robbery. Comparable crime also includes common assault (that is, assault with minor injury plus assault with no injury) which became a 
notifiable offence in 1998. From 2002 the recorded crime definition changed so only assaults involving no injury are now included – this is equivalent to BCS assault with no injury.


5. All violence includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault with no injury and robbery and is equivalent to comparable violence in previous publications. For more information see the User Guide.


2. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.


#


#


#


#
#
#
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Vandalism Burglary Thefts from 


vehicles & 
attempts1


Other 
household 


theft


Other 
personal          


theft


All               
violence2


Comparable 
crime3


All BCS              
crime 


Trivial/no loss/police would not/could not do 
anything4 85 67 88 84 67 52 74 75
Private/dealt with ourselves 8 14 8 8 10 36 16 15
Inconvenient to report 4 7 6 7 9 4 5 6
Reported to other authorities 3 4 1 2 17 9 4 6
Common occurrence 2 1 1 2 1 3 2 2
Fear of reprisal 2 6 0 3 1 4 2 2
Dislike or fear of the police/previous bad 
experience with the police or courts 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 2
Other5 4 10 5 3 9 8 6 6


Unweighted base 2,006 280 932 1,260 492 633 4,522 6,274


Table 2.12  Reasons for not reporting crime to the police


1. Theft of vehicles not shown as very few incidents were not reported.
2. All violence includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery (and is equivalent to comparable violence in previous publications). For more information 
see the User Guide.


6. Figures may add to more than 100 as more than one reason could be given.


4. Too trivial/no loss/would not have been interested/police could not do anything/attempt at offence was unsuccessful are merged due to the similarity in their definition, for example: a 
respondent who thinks the incident was too trivial may code the incident as ‘too trivial, no loss’ or ‘the police would not be interested’ as these two codes may be understood as meaning 
the same.
5. This category includes: something that happens as part of job; partly my/friend's/relative's fault; offender not responsible for actions; thought someone else had reported 
incident/similar incidents; tried to report but was not able to contact the police/police not interested; other.


3. 'Comparable crime' includes vandalism, burglary, vehicle-related theft, bicycle theft, theft from the person, wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery.


44



http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/crimestats-userguide.pdf





 


3 Violent and sexual crime 


Philip Hall and Jennifer Innes 


3.1 SUMMARY 


There was no statistically significant change in the level of violent crime between the 2008/09 
and 2009/10 BCS. However, over recent years there has been an overall reduction in violent 
crime estimated by the BCS, consistent with trends in police recorded crime. Police recorded 
violence against the person fell by four per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10.   


• Longer-term trends from the BCS show that since 1995, the number of violent incidents 
has fallen by half (50%) and is now at a similar level to 1981. This fall represents two 
million fewer incidents and around 800,000 fewer victims in 2009/10 compared with 
1995. 


• Around half of both BCS and police recorded incidents of violence involved injury to the 
victim (51% and 46% respectively). 


• Provisional data show that the police recorded 615 incidents of homicide in 2009/10, a 
six per cent decrease compared with 2008/09. There were 588 attempted murders, a 
two per cent increase compared with the previous year.   


• Weapons were used in about one in five (19%) violent crimes as measured by the 
2009/10 BCS.  


• Provisional data on firearm offences recorded by the police show there were 7,995 
firearm offences in England and Wales in 2009/10, a three per cent decrease since 
2008/09 (8,208). There was an eight per cent increase in the number of firearm 
offences resulting in injury over the same period (from 1,764 to 1,901). 


• The police collect additional information on selected violent offences involving knives 
and sharp instruments. There was a seven per cent fall in these knife offences 
(including homicide) between 2008/09 and 2009/10, from 36,335 offences to 33,771. 
The 2009/10 BCS estimates that knives were used in five per cent of violent incidents. 


The BCS shows that risk of victimisation varies by personal characteristics, with men, and in 
particular young men, being at greatest risk of victimisation for overall violence.  


• The risk of being a victim of violent crime in the 2009/10 BCS was 3.0 per cent. Men 
were more than twice as likely as women (4.2% compared with 1.8%) to have 
experienced violence in the year prior to interview. The risk was highest for men aged 
16 to 24 at 13.3 per cent. 


• The 2009/10 BCS self-completion module on violent and non-violent abuse carried out 
by a partner or family member (domestic abuse) shows that seven per cent of women 
were victims of domestic abuse in the past year compared with four per cent of men. 
There was no statistically significant change in either the proportion of men or the 
proportion of women experiencing domestic abuse between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 
BCS. 
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3.2 INTRODUCTION 


Violent crime covered in this chapter contains the full spectrum of offences, from minor 
assaults such as pushing and shoving that result in no physical harm, to murder. Even within 
the same offence classification, the degree of violence can vary considerably between 
incidents. In around half of incidents identified by both BCS and police statistics, the violence 
resulted in no physical injury (see Section 3.4).  


Both the BCS and police recorded crime data series provide information on violent crime and 
each have their own strengths and limitations. The BCS, which covers adults aged 16 and 
over resident in households in England and Wales, is a more reliable source for long-term 
trend comparisons for the crime types and population groups it covers as it has counted 
crimes in a consistent way since the survey began in 1982. It is unaffected by changes in 
levels of public reporting to the police or in police recording. It has previously not included the 
experiences of children but since January 2009 the survey has been extended to include a 
sample of children aged 10 to 15. Results from the first year of interviewing have recently 
been released as experimental statistics but are not incorporated into this bulletin (see Box 
3.1).  


Trends in police recorded violent crime can be difficult to interpret as they are influenced by a 
number of factors, including: 


• Changes in police recording practices. For example, following the introduction of the 
NCRS in April 2002, police recorded violence against the person rose for three 
consecutive years. These rises did not reflect BCS trends in violence over this period. It 
is known that it took some forces several years to adjust to the new recording standard, 
so it is likely that these increases were influenced by the introduction of the NCRS. The 
numbers of violent crimes recorded by the police before and after the introduction of 
the NCRS are therefore not directly comparable. A further example is the clarification of 
the rules on classifying GBH with intent (see Chapter 2 for details). 


• Levels of public reporting of incidents can impact on the number of crimes recorded by 
the police. 


• Local policing activity and priorities affect the levels of reported and recorded crime. For 
example, an operation aimed at reducing disorder may result in more disorder offences 
coming to the attention of the police and a consequent increase in the number of 
disorder offences recorded by the police within the violence against the person 
category.  


Police statistics are important for showing the mix of violent crime dealt with, and recorded by 
the police. Police recorded crime also provides data on homicides and crimes against those 
groups not covered by the BCS, such as those not resident in households. They also provide 
an indication of local policing activity and are a valuable source of information on local crime 
problems at a lower geographical level than is possible using the BCS.  


As the BCS is a sample survey, relatively few victims of less frequently occurring crimes 
(such as robbery and those involving guns and knives) are interviewed and these figures are 
therefore subject to greater fluctuations between years. These offences are better 
represented within police recorded crime figures, though they are still subject to the above 
limitations and will only include those offences that come to the attention of the police.  


The coverage of violent crimes contained in police recorded statistics and the BCS can be 
supplemented by additional sources to provide a more complete picture. NHS figures on 
hospital admissions for serious violence, which may capture incidents which the police do not 
come to know about, are also presented here. 


46







Violent and sexual crime 


 


3.3 EXTENT AND TRENDS IN OVERALL VIOLENCE 


The 2009/10 BCS estimates that there were 2,087,000 violent incidents against adults in 
England and Wales.1 This estimate is not significantly different compared with the 2008/09 
BCS (Table 2.01).  


Within the overall category of BCS violence, there have also been no statistically significant 
changes for the specific offence types of wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without 
injury or robbery between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS (Table 2.01). As in previous years, 
assault without injury accounted for the largest proportion (39%) of all violent incidents 
measured by the BCS in 2009/10, followed by wounding (24%), assault with minor injury 
(21%), and robbery (16%) (Table 3.01). 


There were 871,712 offences of violence against the person recorded by the police in 
2009/10, four per cent less than in the previous year (Table 2.04). Within the overall category 
of police recorded violence against the person, both violence with injury and violence without 
injury fell, by five per cent and three per cent respectively (Table 2.04). Robbery is not 
included in police recorded violence against the person; this is described separately in 
Section 3.7.    


In 2009/10 BCS interviews, victims reported that in 45 per cent of violent incidents the police 
came to know about the matter. Although BCS and police recorded crime data cover different 
populations and offences, this reporting rate estimated by the BCS is similar to the proportion 
of violent incidents recorded by the police out of the total number estimated by the 2009/10 
BCS (42%) (Tables 2.01 and 2.11). 


Long-term trends 


For the population groups and offences it covers, the BCS is the best source for assessing 
long-term trends as it has used the same methodology since it began and is not influenced by 
reporting and recording changes that can impact on police figures. It shows that the number 
of violent incidents increased gradually through the 1980s and then sharply after 1991 to 
reach a peak in the mid 1990s. Since 1995, the number of violent incidents has fallen by half 


                                                
1 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. For more information 
see Section 5.1 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics. 


Box 3.1 Experimental statistics on victimisation of children 


Experimental statistics based on interviews with children between January and December 
2009 were published in June 2010 (Millard and Flatley, 2010) together with a public 
consultation on the future use and presentation of the statistics. 


The experimental statistics presented four different approaches to the classification of 
crimes against children: include all incidents that are in law a crime; use a norms based 
approach which excludes minor incidents, include “all in law” incidents except those 
occurring in school; or adopt a victim perceived approach where incidents were included 
only when the victim thought them to be a “crime”.  


Across all four approaches, the number of incidents of violence experienced by children 
ranged between 248,000 and 1.7 million. Violent incidents comprised the largest number of 
personal crimes within each approach. However, as with the adult BCS, more serious 
violence such as wounding makes up a relatively small share of all violent incidents. 


Further information is available at: 
 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb1110.pdf 
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(50%) and is now at a similar level to 1981. This fall represents two million fewer incidents 
and around 800,000 fewer victims in 2009/10 compared with 1995 (Figure 3.1 and Table 
2.01).  


Figure 3.1 All violent crime, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels, see ‘Conventions used in figures and tables’ at the start of this volume.  


 


The main trends in violence by offence type show a similar pattern to the overall trend in BCS 
violence (Figure 3.2 and Table 2.01). 


• The number of incidents of BCS wounding showed a gradual rise between 1981 and 
1995 and have since decreased by nearly half (45%). There were 501,000 incidents of 
wounding estimated by the 2009/10 BCS.  


• Incidents of BCS assault with minor injury have decreased by over two-thirds (68%) 
since peaking in 1995 but with little change seen in recent years. The estimated 
number of assaults with minor injury was 428,000 based on the 2009/10 BCS. 


• The BCS showed a steep increase in the number of assaults without injury between 
1987 and 1995, reaching a peak of 1,567,000 incidents. The 2009/10 BCS estimated 
that there were 823,000 assaults resulting in no injury, an overall decline of around half 
(48%) since 1995.  


• The small number of incidents of robbery reported to the BCS means that trends 
should be interpreted with caution. Over the long term, the number of robberies 
increased between 1981 and 1999. The number of robberies estimated by the 2009/10 
BCS is not statistically significantly different from 1999.  
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Figure 3.2 Trends in violence by offence type, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels, see ‘Conventions used in figures and tables’ at the start of this volume.  


 


Following the introduction of the NCRS in April 2002, police recorded violence against the 
person rose for three consecutive years (Table 2.04). These rises did not reflect BCS trends 
in violence over this period. It is known that it took some forces several years to adjust to the 
new recording standard, so it is likely that these increases were influenced by the introduction 
of the NCRS (Audit Commission, 2007). Subsequently, since 2005/06 recorded violence 
against the person has fallen by 18 per cent, a change that reflects more closely the 11 per 
cent fall in all violence between the 2005/06 and 2009/10 BCS (Table 2.01).  


3.4 VIOLENCE AND INJURY 


Both BCS and police recorded incidents of violence can be classified according to whether or 
not the victim sustained any form of injury as a result of the incident. Around half of both BCS 
and police recorded incidents of violence involved injury to the victim (51% and 46% 
respectively) (Tables 2.04 and 3.02).  


All BCS violence includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and 
robbery. Injury is involved in all incidents of wounding and assault with injury, as well as two in 
five (41%) incidents of robbery (Table 3.02).  Robbery is not included in police recorded 
violence against the person; this is described separately in Section 3.7.    


Violence with injury 


There was no statistically significant change in the number of incidents of violence with injury 
according to the 2009/10 BCS (1,065,000) compared with the previous year (Table 2.01). 
Violence with injury represents around half (51%) of all violent incidents. 


Offences with injury accounted for nearly half (46%) of all police recorded violence against the 
person offences in 2009/10. The police recorded 401,743 violence against the person 


49







Crime in England and Wales 2009/10   


offences that involved injury in 2009/10, five per cent less than in 2008/09, and the lowest 
figure since 2002/03 (Table 2.04).2 


As with overall violence, after increases up to a peak in the mid 1990s, there has been an 
overall fall in BCS violence with injury since 1995. BCS interviews in 2009/10 show the 
number of violent crimes with injury to be at a similar level to that first reported in 1981 (Table 
2.01). 


Most injuries reported to the BCS are relatively minor, such as minor bruising or a black eye 
(31% of all violent incidents), cuts (15%), severe bruising (14%) and scratches (11%). The 
2009/10 BCS shows that in 17 per cent of violent incidents the victim received some form of 
medical attention. Victims received attention from a doctor in ten per cent of incidents and 
three per cent of all violent incidents resulted in the victim having an overnight stay in hospital 
(Table 3.02).  


Homicide and attempted murder 


Homicide3 data presented here are taken from the main recorded crime returns sent to the 
Home Office by police forces in England and Wales and the British Transport Police. These 
figures are provisional; therefore caution should be taken in their interpretation.  


In 2009/10 the police recorded 615 incidents of homicide, a six per cent decrease compared 
with 2008/09 (Table 2.04).4 The number of attempted murders recorded by the police was 
588, a two per cent increase compared with the previous year.  


More detailed data on homicide are collected through separate returns which are used to 
populate the Homicide Index. As the Homicide Index is continually being updated with revised 
information from the police and courts, it is a better source of data than the main recorded 
crime dataset. This also means that historically, figures differ between the two sources and 
when compared to the Homicide Index, the provisional figure of 615 homicides in 2009/10 is 
the lowest since 1997/98.  


Further information on the Homicide Index can be found in Smith et al., (2010). Findings for 
2009/10 from the Homicide Index are planned for publication in January 2011.  


Additional sources 


Although not classified as National Statistics, further evidence on trends in violent crime 
involving injury is available from administrative data collected from health services. This is an 
important source of data as it includes incidents not reported to the police and those 
populations not covered by the BCS. The Violence and Society Research Group at Cardiff 
University (Sivarajasingam et al., 2010) conduct an annual survey covering a sample of 
Emergency Departments and Walk-in Centres in England and Wales. The 2009 report 
showed a decrease of less than one per cent in violence-related Emergency Department 
attendances in 2009 compared with 2008. Longer-term trends from this study have reflected 
the downward BCS trends in violence since 2002. Further NHS data on admissions to 
hospital for assault with a sharp object are included in Section 3.6. 


Violence without injury 


Forty-nine per cent (1,021,000) of all violent incidents recorded by the 2009/10 BCS did not 
involve injury. The BCS shows that, in common with the general trend for violence, incidents 
of violence without injury increased up to a peak in 1995 followed by an overall fall, 
particularly between 1995 and 2001/02 (Tables 2.01 and 3.02). 


                                                
2 The ‘with injury’ offences include homicide, attempted murder, causing death by dangerous driving, grievous bodily 
harm with or without intent or other act endangering life and actual bodily harm and other injury. 
3 The police statistics for the number of homicides include murders, manslaughters and infanticides that come to the 
attention of the police.  
4 Figures for police recorded homicide prior to 1997 are available at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/recorded-crime-1898-2002.xls. 
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Police recorded crime figures show that the number of violence against the person offences 
that did not involve injury has decreased in the past year. The police recorded 469,969 such 
offences in 2009/10, three per cent less than in 2008/09 and the lowest figure since the 
introduction of the NCRS in 2002/03 (Table 2.04).5 


3.5 RISKS OF BECOMING A VICTIM OF VIOLENT CRIME 


The overall risk of being a victim of violent crime in the 2009/10 BCS was 3.0 per cent 
although the proportion of adults who were a victim of violent crime in the last 12 months 
varied by personal characteristics. Younger people, and particularly younger men, were at 
greatest risk (Table 3.03). 


• Both men and women aged 16 to 24 had a higher risk (13.3% and 4.3% respectively) 
than older age groups of being a victim of violent crime. Risks for both men and women 
aged 65 and over were less than one per cent.  


• Overall, men were more than twice as likely as women (4.2% compared with 1.8%) to 
have experienced one or more violent crimes in the year prior to interview. 


• Single people had the highest risk by marital status (7.2%). This is likely to reflect the 
younger age profile of this group. 


Those most at risk remained broadly similar across all types of violence except domestic 
violence, for which women were at greater risk than men (0.4% compared with 0.2%) (Table 
3.05). However, figures for domestic violence from the main BCS are known to be affected by 
underreporting. The BCS therefore also contains a self-completion module covering violent 
and non-violent abuse by a partner or family member (domestic abuse) which provides more 
reliable estimates for these types of incidents; see Section 3.9 for details. 


A full breakdown of the risk of violent crime victimisation by personal, household and area 
characteristics is shown in Tables 3.03 to 3.06. Many of these characteristics will be closely 
associated (for example marital status and age) so caution is needed in the interpretation of 
the effects of these different characteristics when viewed in isolation. Further analysis using 
logistic regression can be used to control for interrelated characteristics and to identify which 
characteristics are independently associated with increased risk of victimisation; see Box 3.2 
for more details. 


                                                
5 The ‘without injury’ offences include threat or conspiracy to murder, harassment, possession of weapons, other 
offences against children, and assault without injury (formerly common assault where there is no injury). 
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3.6 OFFENCES INVOLVING WEAPONS 


Due to the small number of incidents involving weapons reported to the BCS, trends in these 
figures should be interpreted with caution. However, the BCS can provide an estimate of the 
number and type of weapons6 used in violent offences. Weapons were used in about one in 
five (19%) incidents of violent crime in the 2009/10 BCS (Tables 3.08 and 3.09).  


According to the 2009/10 BCS, the most common types of weapons used in violent incidents 
were knives (5%), hitting implements7 (4%) and glasses or bottles (4%). Between 2008/09 
and 2009/10, the use of knives decreased (from 8% to 5% of violent incidents), returning to a 
level similar to that seen in 2007/08 (6%), while there was no significant change in the use of 
hitting implements nor the use of glasses or bottles (Table 3.09).  


                                                
6 BCS ‘weapons’ include bottles/drinking glasses, knives, screwdrivers/stabbing implements, hitting implements, 
firearms, stones and syringes. 
7 This category includes sticks, clubs and other hitting implements. 


Box 3.2 Analysis of risk of violence using logistic regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the risk of victimisation is increased 
or reduced according to different characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact 
that some variables may be interrelated. Although logistic regression can be used to explore 
associations between variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should 
be treated as indicative rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that those characteristics that contributed most to explaining the 
risk of violence were age, sex and marital status. However, other variables such as having 
a long-term illness or disability, ethnicity and the number of visits to a nightclub in the past 
month were also important (Table 3.07). 


The model shows that men had higher odds of being a victim of violence than women, and 
that both men and women aged 16 to 24 had higher odds than people in older age groups. 
Further examination of the relationship between age and sex showed that the difference in 
the odds of being a victim of violence between men and women was greatest in the 16 to 24 
age group and decreased with age.  


People who were separated, divorced or single had higher odds of being a victim of 
violence compared with people who were married. Viewed in isolation, single people appear 
to have a higher risk than other groups due to their younger age profile. When age is 
controlled for using logistic regression, the increased effect of being separated or divorced 
becomes apparent. 


Once other variables, particularly age, are controlled for, the effect of certain characteristics 
on the risk of being a victim of violence becomes clearer. For example, when viewed in 
isolation, having a long-term illness or disability has little effect on the risk of being a victim 
of violence. However, as people with a long-term illness or disability have an older age 
profile, this has the effect of lowering their overall risk. When age is controlled for, people 
with a long-term illness or disability have significantly higher odds of being a victim of violent 
crime compared with those without. 


This model can be used to examine the relative risk of being a victim of violence for people 
with different demographic characteristics. For example, assuming all other characteristics 
in the model remain constant, the model predicts that a 23 year old single man had around 
12 times the risk of being a victim of violence compared with a 55 year old married woman. 


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics. 
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Police recorded crime data only contain details of weapon use in some instances. Information 
on the use of weapons is collected for offences involving the use of firearms, selected 
offences involving knives and sharp instruments and in homicides.  


Offences involving firearms 


Provisional statistics for 2009/10 are available for police recorded crimes involving firearms 
other than air weapons (referred to as ‘firearm offences’ in the remainder of this section). 
Firearms are taken to be involved in an incident if they are fired, used as a blunt instrument 
against a person, or used in a threat. Finalised figures are planned for publication in January 
2011.  


Provisional figures show that 7,995 firearm offences were recorded in England and Wales in 
2009/10, a three per cent decrease from 2008/09 (8,208). Following the introduction of the 
NCRS in April 2002, there were small increases in the number of firearm offences recorded 
by the police until 2005/06, followed by a general downward trend since. This mirrors the 
trend in police recorded violence against the person. The number of firearm offences 
recorded in 2009/10 is 22 per cent lower than in 2002/03 (Figure 3.3 and Table 3.10).  


Figure 3.3 Trend in recorded crimes involving firearms other than air weapons,  
                     2000/01 to 2009/10 
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1. The introduction of the NCRS in April 2002 means that figures prior to this date are not comparable with later 
figures. 


Provisional firearm offences can be broken down both by injury and by the type of weapon 
used (Tables 3.10 and 3.11).  


• There were 39 firearm offences recorded by the police that resulted in a fatal injury in 
2009/10, the same number as the previous year. 


• The number of injuries resulting from firearm offences increased by eight per cent from 
1,764 in 2008/09 to 1,901 in 2009/10. This follows a substantial 46 per cent decrease in 
the previous year, which was largely due to reductions in offences that resulted in slight 
injuries.  
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• Within firearm offences involving injury, 336 resulted in serious injury, an increase from 
320 in 2008/09 and 1,526 resulted in slight injury, an increase from 1,405 in 2008/09.  


• Offences involving threats to use a firearm fell from 5,215 in 2008/09 to 5,029 offences 
in 2009/10. Firearm offences that resulted in no injury fell from 1,229 to 1,065 offences 
over the same period.  


• The decrease in firearm offences between 2008/09 and 2009/10 was largely due to a 
decrease in the number of offences involving handguns from 4,275 in 2008/09 to 3,705 
in 2009/10. There were smaller decreases in the number involving shotguns and 
imitation firearms. There was an increase in the number of firearm offences involving 
unidentified firearms from 953 in 2008/09 to 1,373 in 2009/10. 


Those aged 15 to 29 were disproportionately affected by firearm offences. Fifteen to 29 year 
olds make up 20 per cent of the population of England and Wales but were victims in 44 per 
cent of firearm offences. In contrast, people aged 60 and over constitute 22 per cent of the 
population, but were victims in four per cent of firearm offences and those aged under 15 
make up 18 per cent of the population but were victims in nine per cent of firearm offences 
(Figure 3.4). 


Figure 3.4 Age profile of victims of recorded crimes involving firearms other than air 
                   weapons, compared with the population profile for England and Wales, 
                   2009/10 
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1. Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. 


Firearm offences tend to be concentrated in just three police force areas: the Metropolitan 
Police, Greater Manchester and West Midlands. In 2008/09 these three forces accounted for 
60 per cent of all police recorded firearm offences across England and Wales (Smith et al., 
2010). The most recent figures for police force areas are planned for publication in January 
2011.  
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Offences involving knives and sharp instruments 


Since April 2007, the Home Office has collected additional data from police forces on 
offences involving knives and sharp instruments8 (referred to as ‘knife offences’ in the 
remainder of this section). Knives are taken to be involved in an incident if they are used to 
stab or cut, or as a threat. In 2007/08 this group of offences consisted of attempted murder, 
Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) with intent, GBH without intent and robbery. In 2008/09, the 
offence coverage was expanded to include offences of threats to kill, Actual Bodily Harm 
(ABH), sexual assault and rape. Although the knife crime collection began in April 2007, due 
to the changes in the offence coverage and issues relating to a clarification in Counting Rules 
for GBH with intent (see Chapter 2), it is not possible to compare total police recorded knife 
crime levels between 2007/08 and 2008/09.  


Four forces include offences involving the use of unbroken bottles and glasses among 
offences in their knife and sharp instrument data returns to the Home Office, which are 
outside the scope of this collection.9 It is estimated that the inclusion of these offences results 
in national knife and sharp instrument figures being overstated by around three per cent.10 
However, as practice within each force has remained consistent over time, trends are not 
affected.  


In 2009/10, for the selected offences, the police recorded 33,566 offences where a knife or 
sharp instrument was involved, a fall of seven per cent from the previous year. There were 
falls over this period for all the offence categories (Tables 3.12 and 3.13). 


• Of the selected offences involving knives, most were accounted for by offences of ABH 
and GBH (15,864) and robbery (15,592). However, while knives were used in 21 per 
cent of robbery offences, they were used in four per cent of offences of ABH and GBH. 
Overall, knives were involved in around six per cent of the total offences in the selected 
categories.  


• In 2009/10, there were 262 attempted murders involving a knife, a fall from the 275 
recorded the previous year.  


Provisional information on the involvement of knives in homicides is taken from the Homicide 
Index.11 These figures (and those for attempted murder) should be interpreted with caution 
due to the small number of offences involved. Homicides and attempted murders account for 
around one per cent of all knife offences (Table 3.12). 


• The police provisionally recorded 205 knife homicides in 2009/10, a decrease from the 
255 recorded in 2008/09.12   


Information on offences recorded by the police can be supplemented by that obtained from 
the BCS, although the small number of incidents involving a knife reported means that trends 
should be interpreted with caution. The 2009/10 BCS estimates that knives were used in five 
per cent of violent incidents, down from eight per cent in 2008/09, returning to a level similar 
to that seen in 2007/08 (6%). This figure has remained between five and eight per cent since 
1996 (Table 3.09). 


                                                
8 A sharp instrument is any object that pierces the skin (or in the case of a threat, is capable of piercing the skin), e.g. 
a broken bottle. 
9 The four forces that include unbroken bottle and glass offences in their returns are: West Midlands, Surrey, Sussex 
and the British Transport Police. In Quarterly Updates, it was reported that Derbyshire also included these offences 
but they have now revised their data. 
10 This estimate is based on analysis of the April – June 2009 period when five forces included unbroken bottle and 
glass offences in their returns. The overstatement of around three per cent was largely due to the inclusion of these 
offences within the ABH and GBH categories. The use or threat of an unbroken bottle or glass was less common for 
other offence types. 
11 Final data for knife homicides for 2009/10 are due to be published in January 2011.  
12The knife homicide figures for 2009/10 are provisional and will not be finalised until their publication in January 
2011. Full details of methods and circumstances of homicides recorded in 2008/09 were published earlier this year in 
Homicides, Firearm Offences and Intimate Violence 2008/09 (Smith et al., 2010). 
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Additional sources 


The NHS provides an additional source of information for the more serious incidents of knife 
crime by reporting the number of admissions to NHS hospitals in England involving wounds 
suffered as the result of assault with a sharp object. Although these figures can be affected by 
changes in NHS practice and recording they are not likely to be affected by police 
enforcement activity, changes to public reporting or police recording practices.  


The provisional ‘Hospital Episode Statistics’13 show that in the 12 months from March 2009 to 
February 2010 there were 4,708 admissions for assault by a sharp object in England, four per 
cent less than the same period the previous year. This is in line with decreases seen in police 
recorded crime and the BCS, although hospital admissions will only involve the more serious 
incidents covered by these sources. Assaults with a sharp object comprise around 11 per 
cent of hospital admissions for assault. It should be noted that these figures are for 
admissions only and do not include those people who attended an Accident and Emergency 
department but were not subsequently admitted to hospital. 


3.7 ROBBERY 


Robbery is an offence in which force or the threat of force is used either during or immediately 
prior to a theft or attempted theft. It covers a wide variety of different incidents such as bank 
robberies or street robberies, regardless of the amount of money or property stolen.  


Police recorded robberies fell by six per cent from 80,134 in 2008/09 to 75,101 in 2009/10 
and are at their lowest level since the introduction of the NCRS in April 2002. There were 
66,928 robberies of personal property in 2009/10, down five per cent compared with 2008/09 
and 8,173 robberies of business property (such as robberies in a shop or of cash in transit), 
down 13 per cent (Table 2.04). In 2009/10, 89 per cent of robberies were of personal 
property.  


All crime tends to be geographically concentrated, but this is particularly the case for 
robberies. In 2009/10, 62 per cent of robberies in England and Wales were recorded by three 
police forces: the Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester and West Midlands (Table 7.05).  


The BCS covers personal robberies against adults resident in households. The small number 
of robbery victims interviewed in the BCS means that estimates are prone to fluctuation from 
one year to the next and trends should be interpreted with caution. The number of robberies 
estimated by the 2009/10 BCS (335,000) is not statistically significantly different from the 
2008/09 BCS (Figure 3.2 and Table 2.01).  


3.8 SEXUAL OFFENCES 


It is difficult to obtain reliable information on the extent of sexual offences as there is a degree 
of under-reporting of these incidents, affecting both BCS and police recorded crime figures. 
Figures on sexual offences are heavily influenced by the willingness of victims to report, 
however steps have been taken in both sources to improve the quality of data collected. 


• The main BCS estimates are based on face-to-face interviews. Due to the sensitivity of 
questions on sexual offences, a separate self-completion module is included in the 
BCS which asks 16 to 59 year old respondents about their experience of sexual assault 
in the previous 12 months. These questions have been included in the BCS on a 
consistent basis since 2004/05. Headline figures from this module are presented here 
and additional analysis is planned for publication in January 2011. 


• Over the last year, police forces have reported taking some additional steps to improve 
their recording of rape and other sexual offences. This may be reflected in the 
increases for recorded sexual offence figures that can be seen in 2009/10. Extra 


                                                
13 The figures presented are the latest provisional data available from http://www.hesonline.nhs.uk.  Hospital Episode 
Statistics for the 12 months to March 2010 will be published on 29 July 2010. 
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guidance for the recording of sexual offences has been incorporated into the Home 
Office Counting Rules from 1 April 2010. While this guidance had not been issued 
during 2009/10 it reflected good practice that the Association of Chief Police Officers 
(ACPO) had been promoting within forces over the previous year. 


Based on the 2009/10 BCS self-completion module, approximately two per cent of women 
aged 16 to 59 and less than one per cent of men (of the same age) had experienced a sexual 
assault (including attempts) in the previous 12 months. The majority of these are accounted 
for by less serious sexual assaults. Less than one per cent of both women and men reported 
having experienced a serious sexual assault (Table 3.14).14 


There were no changes in the overall prevalence of sexual assault between 2008/09 and 
2009/10. The overall prevalence of sexual assault has fallen since 2004/05 (Tables 3.15 and 
3.16).  


Police recorded statistics on sexual offences are likely to be more heavily influenced by 
under-reporting than the BCS and therefore should be interpreted with caution. Analysis of 
the 2007/08 BCS self-completion module showed that 11 per cent of victims of serious sexual 
assault told the police about the incident (Povey et al., 2009). There were 54,509 sexual 
offences recorded by the police in 2009/10, a six per cent increase compared with the 
previous year (Table 2.04).  


Most serious sexual crime  


The police recorded crime category of most serious sexual crime encompasses rape, sexual 
assault, and sexual activity with children. The Sexual Offences Act 2003, introduced in May 
2004, altered the definitions of these offences, affecting long-term trends in these figures. 


The police recorded 43,579 most serious sexual offences in 2009/10, a seven per cent 
increase compared with the 40,748 recorded in 2008/09. Most serious sexual offences 
accounted for 80 per cent of total sexual offences and one per cent of all recorded crime in 
2009/10. Within this total, police recorded rapes of a female increased by 15 per cent to 
13,991 offences, and sexual assaults on a female increased by one per cent to 19,873 
offences. Rapes of a male increased by 22 per cent to 1,174 offences and sexual assaults on 
a male decreased by two per cent to 2,270 offences (Table 2.04). As mentioned above, these 
increases may be affected by steps forces have been taking to improve their recording of 
sexual offences. 


The category of serious sexual assault used in the BCS self-completion module includes 
incidents of rape and assault by penetration. The 2009/10 BCS self-completion module 
showed that 0.1 per cent of men and 0.4 per cent of women had been the victim of a serious 
sexual assault (including attempts) in the year prior to interview. These estimates were not 
significantly different compared with the 2008/09 BCS (Table 3.15). 


Other sexual offences  


The police recorded 10,930 other sexual offences in 2009/10, a two per cent increase 
compared with 2008/09 (Table 2.04). The police recorded crime category of other sexual 
offences covers unlawful sexual activity, some of which involves consenting adults. It also 
includes exploitation of prostitution and soliciting, but not prostitution itself.15 Figures for these 
offences are particularly influenced by local police activity, rather than reporting by victims.  


The BCS self-completion module includes a category of less serious sexual assault which 
covers incidents of indecent exposure, sexual touching and sexual threats. The 2009/10 BCS 
self-completion module showed that 0.4 per cent of men and 2.1 per cent of women had been 
victims of less serious sexual assault in the year prior to interview (again, not a significant 
change compared with 2008/09) (Table 3.15). 


                                                
14 See Section 5.1 of the User Guide for definitions of categories of intimate violence. 
15 Prostitution in itself is not a notifiable offence; trafficking for sexual exploitation is included in most serious sexual 
crime. 
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3.9 DOMESTIC ABUSE 


In addition to questions on sexual assault, the BCS self-completion module also contains 
questions on violent and non-violent16 abuse carried out by a partner or family member 
(domestic abuse). Headline figures from this module are presented here and additional 
analysis is planned for publication in January 2011. 
 
Based on the 2009/10 BCS, seven per cent of women aged 16 to 59 were victims of domestic 
abuse in the past year compared with four per cent of men (Table 3.14). There was no 
statistically significant change in the prevalence of domestic abuse for either men or women 
between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS, but these estimates are at a lower level than in 
2004/05 (Tables 3.15 and Table 3.16).17 
 
In 2009/10, as in previous years, (non-sexual) partner abuse was the most common type of 
domestic abuse, experienced by five per cent of women and three per cent of men in the last 
year. Prevalence of (non-sexual) family abuse was lower with two per cent of women and one 
per cent of men aged 16 to 59 reporting having experienced this form of abuse (Table 3.14). 
 
Among both men and women the prevalence of both (non-sexual) partner abuse and (non-
sexual) family abuse did not differ significantly between 2008/09 and 2009/10 but both are at 
a lower level than the 2004/05 BCS (Table 3.15). 


3.10 VIOLENCE BY TYPE OF OFFENDER 


Victims were able to provide some details about the offender(s) in nearly all (99%) incidents 
of violence reported to the BCS (Table 3.17). Based on this information, violent crime 
measured by the BCS can be subdivided into four types (domestic, acquaintance, stranger 
violence and mugging), broadly on the basis of the relationship between the offender(s) and 
victim (see Section 5.1 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics). Unlike the main 
BCS measure of violence, this method of categorising violent offences includes incidents of 
snatch theft (as part of mugging). 


Offender-victim relationship 


The increase seen in overall violence between 1981 and the mid-1990s was reflected in 
increases in the number of incidents for each type of BCS violence (apart from mugging). 
Following the peak in 1995, there have been large falls in domestic and acquaintance 
violence (71% and 63% respectively) and a smaller fall in stranger violence (22%). Estimates 
of the number of muggings have remained relatively consistent over the entire period from 
1981 to 2009/10 (Figure 3.5 and Table 2.01). 


Thirty-eight per cent of the 2,087,000 violent incidents estimated by the 2009/10 BCS were 
incidents of stranger violence, and a further 33 per cent were incidents of acquaintance 
violence. Domestic violence accounted for 14 per cent of violent incidents as measured on 
the main BCS (Table 3.01). Domestic violence is likely to be under-reported in face-to-face 
BCS interviews and so figures on domestic abuse from a self-completion module are used to 
supplement these figures (see Section 3.9). Prevalence rates for domestic violence from the 
self-completion module are around five times higher than rates obtained from face-to-face 
interviews on the main BCS (see Walby and Allen, 2004).  


                                                
16 To assess the extent of non-violent abuse, respondents are asked whether a partner or family member has 
‘prevented you from having your fair share of household money’, ‘stopped you from seeing friends and relatives’ or 
‘repeatedly belittled you so that you felt worthless’. 
17 Domestic abuse includes non-physical abuse, threats, force, sexual assault or stalking carried out by a current or 
former partner or other family member. However, stalking has been removed from figures for domestic abuse used in 
trend analysis to create a comparable measure with previous years as questions on stalking were not included in the 
2007/08 BCS self-completion module on intimate violence. ‘Domestic abuse’ is not directly comparable to the main 
BCS ‘domestic violence’ category. 
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Figure 3.5 Trends in violent crime by type of violence, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels, see ‘Conventions used in figures and tables’ at the start of this volume. 


 


Stranger violence is more likely to be experienced by men while women are at greater risk of 
domestic violence. 
 


• The risk of being a victim of stranger violence was 2.2 per cent for men compared with 
0.6 per cent for women. In contrast, the risk of being a victim of domestic violence was 
0.4 per cent for women and 0.2 per cent for men (Table 3.05). 


• According to the 2009/10 BCS, most (79%) victims in incidents of stranger violence 
were men. In nearly three-quarters (73%) of incidents of domestic violence the victims 
were women (Table 3.01). 


Offender characteristics 


As with victims of overall violent crime, offenders in violent incidents were most likely to be 
young and male. In around half of violent incidents (53%) the offender was believed to be 
aged between 16 and 24 years and nine out of ten (91%) involved male offenders. In around 
half (48%) of violent incidents reported to BCS interviewers the offender was a stranger 
(Table 3.17).  


Between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS there has been an increase in the proportion of 
violent incidents involving a male offender (from 86% to 91%) and a corresponding decrease 
in the proportion of violent incidents involving only female offenders (from 14% to 9%). There 
has also been an increase in the proportion of offences involving offenders of school age or 
under (from 8% to 12%), returning to a similar level to the 2007/08 BCS (Table 3.18). 
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3.11 INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 


According to the 2009/10 BCS, victims believed the offender(s) to be under the influence of 
alcohol in half (50%) of all violent incidents, similar to the level in the 2008/09 survey.18 Based 
on the 2009/10 BCS, there were 986,000 violent incidents where the victim believed the 
offender(s) to be under the influence of alcohol (Tables 3.19 and 3.20). 


In one in five (20%) violent incidents the victim believed the offender(s) to be under the 
influence of drugs; again the difference was not statistically significant compared with 
2008/09. The 2009/10 BCS estimates that there were 396,000 incidents where the victim 
perceived the offender(s) to be under the influence of drugs.  


The number of alcohol-related and drug-related violent incidents are similar to the levels in 
2008/09 (the apparent differences are not statistically significant).  


Within the context of an overall fall in the number of violent crimes, longer-term trends show 
there have also been significant decreases since 1995 in the number of violent incidents in 
which victims believed offender(s) were under the influence of either alcohol or drugs. 
However, the proportion of both alcohol-related and drug-related violent incidents has 
increased over this period (Table 3.20). 


                                                
18 Questions were asked if the victim was able to say something about the offender(s), which they could do in nearly 
all (99%) incidents. If there was more than one offender, victims were asked if any of the offenders were perceived to 
be under the influence. Questions were not asked if any offender was perceived to be under school age. 
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Numbers and percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Men Women All Men Women All Men Women All


All violence1 1,391 695 2,087 100 100 100 67 33 100


Wounding 315 186 501 23 27 24 63 37 100
Assault with minor injury 254 174 428 18 25 21 59 41 100
Assault without injury 576 246 823 41 35 39 70 30 100
Robbery 245 89 335 18 13 16 73 27 100


Domestic 78 212 290 6 30 14 27 73 100
Acquaintance 449 230 679 32 33 33 66 34 100
Stranger 618 165 783 44 24 38 79 21 100
Mugging (robbery & snatch theft) 269 129 398 19 19 19 68 32 100
1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding and also, within the bottom half of the table, the inclusion of the snatch theft category within 'mugging'.


Table 3.01  Number of violent incidents against men and women by violence category


Number of incidents (thousands) Percentage2 of incidents by offence/type Percentage of incidents by sex
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Table 3.02  Injuries sustained in violent incidents


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault with no 
injury


Robbery Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging               
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Sustained physical injury2 51 100 100 0 41 68 53 48 34


Type of injury2


Minor bruise/black eye 31 36 91 n/a 22 38 34 29 18
Cuts 15 54 0 n/a 13 15 15 16 11
Severe bruising3 14 47 2 n/a 11 24 14 11 9
Scratches 11 21 15 n/a 18 17 10 7 15
Broken bones 3 10 0 n/a 3 3 2 3 3
Concussion or loss of consciousness 2 7 0 n/a 5 2 2 2 4
Broken nose 2 5 0 n/a 3 2 2 1 2
Facial or head injuries (no bruising) 1 4 1 n/a 0 0 1 2 0
Chipped teeth 1 2 0 n/a 2 0 1 0 2
Broken or lost teeth 1 3 0 n/a 0 0 1 1 0
Eye/face injuries due to acid/paint etc. thrown into face 0 0 0 n/a 0 0 0 0 0
Other 2 6 3 n/a 3 1 2 3 2


No physical injury 49 0 0 100 59 32 47 52 66


Some form of medical attention 17 46 10 1 19 12 16 18 19
Medical attention from a doctor 10 30 4 1 8 10 11 10 8


Hospital stay4 3 8 0 0 4 2 2 3 4


Unweighted base 5 1,256 295 277 491 193 182 391 490 245


3. A small proportion of assaults with minor injury involved severe bruising – these incidents have been coded as such based on additional information provided by the victim.
4. This question asks whether the victim stayed in hospital for at least one night and is asked of those who sought medical attention (excluding dentists); base is victims of all violent incidents.
5. The base given is for the question about injury sustained in violent incidents; base sizes for overnight hospital stay will be lower as not all victims were asked this question.


Offence type Violence type


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. Figures may add to more than 100 as more than one type of physical injury may have been sustained. By definition, all incidents of wounding and assault with minor injury will involve a physical injury; conversely assault with no injury does not 
include any incidents where a physical injury was sustained.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault without 
injury


Robbery Unweighted 
base


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault without 
injury


Robbery Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 3.0 0.8 0.7 1.2 0.6 44,559 Respondent's employment status
In employment 3.3 0.8 0.8 1.4 0.6 24,042


16-24 8.9 2.5 2.3 3.1 1.9 3,666 Unemployed 7.7 2.4 2.2 2.3 1.6 1,409
25-34 4.0 0.8 0.9 1.8 0.7 5,998 Economically inactive 2.0 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.5 18,992
35-44 2.5 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.4 8,007 Student 7.2 1.5 1.3 2.5 1.9 1,120
45-54 1.9 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.2 7,312 Looking after family/home 1.7 0.3 0.7 0.4 0.2 2,387
55-64 1.3 0.2 0.2 0.7 0.2 7,627 Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 3.7 1.3 0.6 1.6 0.7 1,942
65-74 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2 6,321 Retired 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2 12,899
75+ 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 5,628 Other inactive 3.7 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.2 644


Men 4.2 1.1 0.9 1.8 0.8 20,079 Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 2.4 0.6 0.5 1.1 0.4 14,731


16-24 13.3 3.7 3.2 4.8 3.2 1,708 Intermediate occupations 2.2 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.3 9,016
25-34 5.6 1.2 1.1 2.8 0.8 2,572 Routine and manual occupations 2.9 0.9 0.7 1.1 0.5 17,060
35-44 2.9 1.0 0.6 1.1 0.5 3,539 Never worked and long-term unemployed 3.6 0.6 0.7 1.3 1.4 1,685
45-54 2.2 0.4 0.4 1.1 0.3 3,468 Full-time students 8.2 1.8 1.9 2.7 2.0 1,732
55-64 1.7 0.4 0.3 0.9 0.2 3,654 Not classified 1.0 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.4 335
65-74 0.7 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 2,921
75+ 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 2,217 Highest qualification


Degree or diploma 2.8 0.6 0.6 1.2 0.6 14,403
Women 1.8 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.3 24,480 Apprenticeship or A/AS level 4.0 1.1 0.9 1.7 0.5 7,463


O level/GCSE 4.2 1.1 1.2 1.3 0.9 8,540
16-24 4.3 1.3 1.4 1.3 0.7 1,958 Other 1.8 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.4 1,893
25-34 2.3 0.4 0.7 0.7 0.6 3,426 None 1.7 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.3 12,170
35-44 2.0 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.4 4,468
45-54 1.5 0.5 0.3 0.7 0.2 3,844 Long-standing illness or disability 
55-64 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.2 3,973 Long-standing illness or disability 2.8 0.7 0.6 1.1 0.6 12,715
65-74 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 3,400 Limits activities 2.6 0.7 0.5 1.1 0.6 9,052
75+ 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 3,411 Does not limit activities 3.0 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.5 3,657


No long-standing illness or disability 3.1 0.8 0.7 1.2 0.6 31,761
Ethnic group
White 3.1 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.5 41,226 Hours out of home on an average weekday
Non-White 2.4 0.4 0.4 0.7 1.0 3,255 Less than 3 hours 1.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 13,527


Mixed 3.6 0.4 0.4 1.7 1.0 316 3 hours less than 7 hours 2.9 0.6 0.8 1.2 0.6 12,136
Asian or Asian British 2.1 0.4 0.4 0.5 1.0 1,482 7 hours or longer 3.9 1.0 0.9 1.6 0.7 18,814
Black or Black British 2.5 0.7 0.2 0.5 1.0 877


Chinese or other 2.6 0.3 0.5 1.3 0.8 580 Number of evening visits to bar in last month
None 1.9 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.4 23,053


Marital status Less than once a week 3.2 0.7 0.8 1.1 0.7 12,427
Married 1.3 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.2 20,956 Once a week or more often 5.2 1.5 1.3 2.1 0.8 9,075
Cohabiting 3.0 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.5 3,957
Single 7.2 1.9 1.7 2.6 1.5 9,072 Number of visits to a nightclub in last month
Separated 4.7 1.6 1.3 1.9 0.3 1,415 None 2.2 0.5 0.4 1.0 0.4 40,568
Divorced 2.9 0.8 0.8 1.1 0.5 4,061 Less than once a week 8.0 2.0 2.1 2.5 1.9 3,228
Widowed 0.7 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 5,087 Once a week or more often 12.0 4.7 3.6 3.3 2.2 759


% victims once or more


Table 3.03  Proportion of adults who were victims of violence by offence type and personal characteristics


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. See Section 7.3 of User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


% victims once or more
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Table 3.04    Proportion of adults who were victims of violence by offence type, household and area characteristics


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
All violence1 Wounding Assault with 


minor injury
Assault without 


injury
Robbery Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 3.0 0.8 0.7 1.2 0.6 44,559


Structure of household
Single adult & child(ren) 4.4 1.6 1.8 1.2 0.2 2,259
Adults & child(ren) 3.1 0.7 0.8 1.3 0.7 9,709
Adult(s) & no children 2.9 0.7 0.6 1.1 0.5 32,591


Total household income
Less than £10,000 3.3 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.7 6,223
£10,000 less than £20,000 2.4 0.7 0.4 1.0 0.5 8,828
£20,000 less than £30,000 2.9 0.7 0.8 1.3 0.4 6,122
£30,000 less than £40,000 2.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.6 4,541
£40,000 less than £50,000 3.4 1.0 0.8 1.6 0.3 2,983
£50,000 or more 3.0 0.5 0.7 1.4 0.6 6,073
No income stated or not enough information provided 3.5 1.0 0.8 1.2 0.8 9,738


Tenure
Owners 2.2 0.5 0.6 0.9 0.3 30,624
Social renters 3.6 1.0 0.8 1.4 0.8 7,440
Private renters 5.4 1.4 1.2 2.1 1.2 6,337


Accommodation type 
Houses 2.9 0.7 0.6 1.2 0.5 38,141


Detached 1.7 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.3 11,767
Semi-detached 3.2 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.6 14,150
Terraced 3.6 1.0 0.8 1.4 0.7 12,224


Flats/maisonettes 3.9 0.9 1.0 1.4 0.9 5,596
Other accommodation 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 132


Output area classification
Blue collar communities 3.9 1.1 1.0 1.7 0.5 7,536
City living 3.8 1.1 0.9 1.5 0.6 2,028
Countryside 1.9 0.6 0.5 0.9 0.2 6,880
Prospering suburbs 2.0 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.2 10,731
Constrained by circumstances 3.9 1.0 1.1 1.5 0.6 4,501
Typical traits 3.1 0.8 0.8 1.2 0.5 9,136
Multicultural 3.4 0.5 0.4 1.1 1.7 3,747


Area type
Urban 3.2 0.8 0.7 1.2 0.7 32,984
Rural 2.4 0.7 0.5 1.2 0.2 11,575


Level of physical disorder
High 3.5 0.9 0.6 1.7 0.7 2,384
Not high 3.0 0.7 0.7 1.2 0.6 41,758


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 3.6 0.9 0.9 1.3 0.9 7,779
Other output areas 3.0 0.7 0.7 1.2 0.5 24,554
20% least deprived output areas 2.6 0.6 0.5 1.1 0.5 8,398


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. See Sections 7.1 and 7.2 of User Guide for definitions of household and area characteristics.


% victims once or more
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Unweighted 
base


All violence1 Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 3.0 0.3 0.9 1.4 0.7 44,559 Respondent's employment status
In employment 3.3 0.2 1.0 1.7 0.7 24,042


16-24 8.9 0.5 3.0 4.0 2.2 3,666 Unemployed 7.7 1.0 3.0 2.7 2.0 1,409
25-34 4.0 0.4 1.0 2.1 0.9 5,998 Economically inactive 2.0 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.6 18,992
35-44 2.5 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.6 8,007 Student 7.2 0.4 2.1 2.9 2.0 1,120
45-54 1.9 0.3 0.7 0.8 0.3 7,312 Looking after family/home 1.7 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.6 2,387
55-64 1.3 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.2 7,627 Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 3.7 0.8 1.1 1.4 0.8 1,942
65-74 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 6,321 Retired 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 12,899
75+ 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 5,628 Other inactive 3.7 0.6 1.1 1.0 1.2 644


Men 4.2 0.2 1.3 2.2 0.9 20,079 Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 2.4 0.2 0.6 1.2 0.5 14,731


16-24 13.3 0.2 4.2 6.5 3.3 1,708 Intermediate occupations 2.2 0.3 0.6 1.2 0.5 9,016
25-34 5.6 0.2 1.4 3.5 1.0 2,572 Routine and manual occupations 2.9 0.3 1.0 1.2 0.6 17,060
35-44 2.9 0.3 0.9 1.5 0.7 3,539 Never worked and long-term unemployed 3.6 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.9 1,685
45-54 2.2 0.2 0.8 1.0 0.3 3,468 Full-time students 8.2 0.3 2.2 3.9 2.2 1,732
55-64 1.7 0.1 0.5 0.9 0.2 3,654 Not classified 1.0 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.4 335
65-74 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.3 2,921
75+ 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 2,217 Highest qualification


Degree or diploma 2.8 0.3 0.7 1.4 0.8 14,403
Women 1.8 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.5 24,480 Apprenticeship or A/AS level 4.0 0.3 1.2 2.1 0.6 7,463


O level/GCSE 4.2 0.4 1.3 1.8 1.1 8,540
16-24 4.3 0.8 1.7 1.3 1.1 1,958 Other 1.8 0.1 0.7 0.7 0.6 1,893
25-34 2.3 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.9 3,426 None 1.7 0.2 0.7 0.5 0.4 12,170
35-44 2.0 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.4 4,468
45-54 1.5 0.3 0.6 0.5 0.3 3,844 Long-standing illness or disability 
55-64 0.9 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 3,973 Long-standing illness or disability 2.8 0.5 0.8 1.1 0.7 12,715
65-74 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 3,400 Limits activities 2.6 0.5 0.8 0.9 0.8 9,052
75+ 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 3,411 Does not limit activities 3.0 0.4 0.9 1.4 0.6 3,657


No long-standing illness or disability 3.1 0.2 0.9 1.4 0.7 31,761
Ethnic group
White 3.1 0.3 1.0 1.4 0.6 41,226 Hours out of home on an average weekday
Non-White 2.4 0.3 0.4 0.8 1.3 3,255 Less than 3 hours 1.3 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.4 13,527


Mixed 3.6 0.5 0.8 1.3 1.6 316 3 hours less than 7 hours 2.9 0.4 1.0 1.2 0.7 12,136
Asian or Asian British 2.1 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.3 1,482 7 hours or longer 3.9 0.2 1.1 2.0 0.9 18,814
Black or Black British 2.5 0.3 0.0 1.2 1.8 877
Chinese or other 2.6 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.8 580 Number of evening visits to bar in last month


None 1.9 0.3 0.5 0.8 0.6 23,053
Marital status Less than once a week 3.2 0.4 0.9 1.4 0.8 12,427
Married 1.3 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.3 20,956 Once a week or more often 5.2 0.3 1.8 2.6 1.0 9,075
Cohabiting 3.0 0.2 1.0 1.6 0.6 3,957
Single 7.2 0.5 2.3 3.2 1.8 9,072 Number of visits to a nightclub in last month
Separated 4.7 1.9 0.8 1.8 0.4 1,415 None 2.2 0.3 0.6 1.0 0.5 40,568
Divorced 2.9 0.9 0.7 0.9 0.7 4,061 Less than once a week 8.0 0.5 2.8 3.0 2.2 3,228
Widowed 0.7 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 5,087 Once a week or more often 12.0 0.6 3.7 6.6 2.6 759


2. See Section 7.3 of User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 3.05   Proportion of adults who were victims of violence by type of violence and personal characteristics


% victims once or more % victims once or more


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
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Table 3.06    Proportion of adults who were victims of violence by type of violence, household and area characteristics


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 3.0 0.3 0.9 1.4 0.7 44,559


Structure of household
Single adult & child(ren) 4.4 2.2 1.2 1.0 0.5 2,259
Adults & child(ren) 3.1 0.3 1.0 1.3 0.8 9,709
Adult(s) & no children 2.9 0.2 0.8 1.4 0.7 32,591


Total household income
Less than £10,000 3.3 0.7 1.0 1.2 0.9 6,223
£10,000 less than £20,000 2.4 0.5 0.9 0.7 0.6 8,828
£20,000 less than £30,000 2.9 0.3 0.9 1.5 0.4 6,122
£30,000 less than £40,000 2.4 0.2 0.6 1.0 0.7 4,541
£40,000 less than £50,000 3.4 0.1 1.1 2.1 0.6 2,983
£50,000 or more 3.0 0.1 0.7 1.6 0.7 6,073
No income stated or not enough information provided 3.5 0.2 1.1 1.6 0.9 9,738


Tenure
Owners 2.2 0.1 0.7 1.1 0.4 30,624
Social renters 3.6 0.6 1.2 1.3 1.1 7,440
Private renters 5.4 0.5 1.5 2.5 1.5 6,337


Accommodation type 
Houses 2.9 0.2 0.9 1.3 0.6 38,141


Detached 1.7 0.1 0.5 0.9 0.4 11,767
Semi-detached 3.2 0.2 0.9 1.5 0.7 14,150
Terraced 3.6 0.4 1.2 1.5 0.8 12,224


Flats/maisonettes 3.9 0.7 0.9 1.7 1.3 5,596
Other accommodation 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 132


Output area classification
Blue collar communities 3.9 0.4 1.5 1.8 0.6 7,536
City living 3.8 0.4 0.5 2.4 0.9 2,028
Countryside 1.9 0.1 0.9 0.8 0.3 6,880
Prospering suburbs 2.0 0.1 0.6 1.1 0.3 10,731
Constrained by circumstances 3.9 0.6 1.4 1.5 0.8 4,501
Typical traits 3.1 0.3 1.1 1.4 0.6 9,136
Multicultural 3.4 0.3 0.4 1.2 2.0 3,747


Area type
Urban 3.2 0.3 0.8 1.5 0.8 32,984
Rural 2.4 0.2 1.2 0.9 0.3 11,575


Level of physical disorder
High 3.5 0.4 1.1 1.4 0.8 2,384
Not high 3.0 0.3 0.9 1.4 0.7 41,758


Living environment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 3.6 0.5 1.0 1.4 1.1 7,779
Other output areas 3.0 0.3 0.9 1.4 0.7 24,554
20% least deprived output areas 2.6 0.2 0.7 1.3 0.5 8,398


% victims once or more


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. See Sections 7.1 and 7.2 of User Guide for definitions of household and area characteristics.
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England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Variables4


  


ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient
Standard 


error p-value2 Odds ratio3  


-3.87 -5.48 -5.79 Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Sex**
1.41 0.000 4.08 1.37 0.000 3.93 1.32 0.12 0.000 3.75 2.95 - 4.78 Male


1.00 1.00 1.00 Female


0.000 0.000 0.000 Age**
1.00 1.00 1.00 16 - 24


-0.91 0.000 0.40 -0.63 0.000 0.53 -0.50 0.10 0.000 0.61 0.50 - 0.73 25 - 34
-1.54 0.000 0.21 -1.11 0.000 0.33 -0.90 0.12 0.000 0.41 0.32 - 0.51 35 - 44
-1.99 0.000 0.14 -1.50 0.000 0.22 -1.27 0.14 0.000 0.28 0.21 - 0.37 45 - 54
-2.61 0.000 0.07 -1.91 0.000 0.15 -1.67 0.17 0.000 0.19 0.14 - 0.26 55 - 64
-4.05 0.000 0.02 -3.10 0.000 0.04 -2.82 0.25 0.000 0.06 0.04 - 0.10 65+


0.23 0.000 1.25 0.21 0.000 1.24 0.21 0.04 0.000 1.23 1.13 - 1.34 Interaction: Female by age**


0.000 0.000 0.000 Ethnic group**
0.59 0.000 1.80 0.68 0.000 1.98 0.58 0.11 0.000 1.78 1.42 - 2.23 White


1.00 1.00 1.00 Non-White


0.000 0.000 0.000 Long-standing illness or disability**
0.80 0.000 2.22 0.80 0.000 2.22 0.84 0.10 0.000 2.32 1.92 - 2.80 Long-standing illness or disability - limiting
0.48 0.000 1.62 0.46 0.000 1.58 0.47 0.11 0.000 1.60 1.28 - 2.00 Long-standing illness or disability - non-limiting


1.00 1.00 1.00 No long-standing illness or disability 


0.000 0.000 Respondent's marital status**
1.00 1.00 Married


0.07 0.544 1.07 0.03 0.11 0.803 1.03 0.82 - 1.29 Cohabiting
0.73 0.000 2.07 0.61 0.10 0.000 1.84 1.51 - 2.23 Single
1.23 0.000 3.43 1.18 0.17 0.000 3.25 2.34 - 4.52 Separated
0.84 0.000 2.31 0.76 0.15 0.000 2.14 1.61 - 2.85 Divorced
0.45 0.099 1.56 0.40 0.27 0.139 1.49 0.88 - 2.53 Widowed


0.000 0.000 Respondent's employment status**
1.00 1.00 In employment


0.24 0.038 1.27 0.34 0.12 0.004 1.41 1.12 - 1.78 Unemployed
-0.36 0.000 0.70 -0.23 0.10 0.021 0.79 0.65 - 0.97 Economically inactive


0.039 0.045 Respondent's occupation**
1.00 1.00 Managerial and professional occupations


-0.05 0.612 0.95 -0.04 0.10 0.674 0.96 0.79 - 1.16 Intermediate occupations
-0.09 0.304 0.91 -0.09 0.09 0.325 0.92 0.77 - 1.09 Routine and manual occupations
0.04 0.800 1.04 0.13 0.17 0.453 1.14 0.81 - 1.60 Never worked and long-term unemployed
0.22 0.068 1.25 0.22 0.12 0.078 1.24 0.98 - 1.59 Full-time students


-1.26 0.086 0.28 -1.24 0.74 0.091 0.29 0.07 - 1.22 Not classified


0.029 0.048 Highest qualification**
0.23 0.033 1.26 0.18 0.11 0.113 1.19 0.96 - 1.48 Degree or diploma
0.23 0.034 1.26 0.14 0.11 0.215 1.15 0.92 - 1.42 Apprenticeship or A/AS level
0.28 0.006 1.33 0.26 0.10 0.011 1.30 1.06 - 1.59 O level/GCSE


-0.12 0.550 0.89 -0.14 0.20 0.471 0.87 0.59 - 1.28 Other
1.00 1.00 None


0.033 0.042 Total household income**
1.00 1.00 Less than £10,000


-0.07 0.554 0.93 -0.07 0.12 0.558 0.93 0.73 - 1.18 £10,000 less than £20,000
-0.02 0.898 0.98 -0.03 0.13 0.838 0.97 0.76 - 1.26 £20,000 less than £30,000
-0.22 0.128 0.80 -0.24 0.15 0.096 0.79 0.59 - 1.04 £30,000 less than £40,000
0.19 0.191 1.21 0.19 0.15 0.210 1.20 0.90 - 1.61 £40,000 less than £50,000
0.15 0.258 1.16 0.12 0.13 0.388 1.12 0.86 - 1.46 £50,000 or more


-0.06 0.610 0.94 -0.07 0.11 0.554 0.94 0.75 - 1.17 Not stated/not enough information


0.584 0.578 Tenure
1.00 1.00 Owners


0.08 0.408 1.08 0.10 0.10 0.327 1.10 0.91 - 1.33 Social renters
0.07 0.371 1.07 0.05 0.08 0.476 1.05 0.91 - 1.22 Private renters


0.009 0.014 Accommodation type**
1.00 1.00 Detached house


0.34 0.000 1.41 0.33 0.10 0.001 1.39 1.15 - 1.69 Semi-detached house
0.26 0.012 1.30 0.26 0.11 0.016 1.29 1.05 - 1.59 Terraced house
0.33 0.011 1.39 0.32 0.13 0.013 1.38 1.07 - 1.78 Flats/maisonettes


-0.88 0.569 0.41 -0.83 1.54 0.589 0.43 0.02 - 8.94 Other accommodation


0.608 0.437 Area type
1.00 1.00 Urban


0.05 0.608 1.05 0.07 0.09 0.437 1.07 0.90 - 1.29 Rural


0.000 0.000 Output Area Classification**
0.45 0.000 1.57 0.47 0.11 0.000 1.59 1.29 - 1.97 Blue collar communities
0.20 0.179 1.22 0.15 0.15 0.311 1.16 0.87 - 1.55 City living
0.03 0.852 1.03 0.04 0.14 0.787 1.04 0.79 - 1.36 Countryside


1.00 1.00 Prospering suburbs
0.48 0.000 1.62 0.51 0.13 0.000 1.66 1.30 - 2.12 Constrained by circumstances
0.26 0.013 1.29 0.26 0.10 0.013 1.30 1.06 - 1.59 Typical traits
0.37 0.004 1.44 0.36 0.13 0.004 1.44 1.12 - 1.85 Multicultural


0.113 0.136 Level of physical disorder
1.00 1.00 High


0.18 0.113 1.20 0.17 0.12 0.136 1.19 0.95 - 1.49 Not high


0.074 Hours out of home on an average weekday
1.00 Less than 3 hours


0.22 0.11 0.048 1.24 1.00 - 1.54 3 hours less than 7 hours
0.25 0.11 0.025 1.28 1.03 - 1.59 7 hours or longer


0.461 Number of evening visits to bar in last month
1.00 None


0.07 0.08 0.393 1.07 0.92 - 1.25 Less than once a week
0.11 0.09 0.217 1.11 0.94 - 1.32 Once a week or more often


0.000 Number of visits to a nightclub in last month**
1.00 None


0.49 0.08 0.000 1.63 1.39 - 1.90 Less than once a week
0.63 0.12 0.000 1.88 1.50 - 2.36 Once a week or more often


43,468 43,468 43,468 Unweighted base5


0.128 0.151 0.158 Nagelkerke R square6


10346.708 (df=10) 10097.250 (df=46)** -2 log-likelihood7


Table 3.07 Explanatory factors associated with risk of being a victim of violence


Dependent variable: Respondent was a victim of BCS violence in the 12 months prior to interview; yes (1), no (0)1


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


Confidence 
interval


1. Estimates may be biased due to the skewed frequency distribution of the dependent variable; 97.0% of respondents had not been a victim of violence in the 12 months prior to interview.
2. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.


(df=52)**10026.20


8. See Section 7 of User Guide for for definitions of personal, household and area characteristics.
7. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).


3. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
4. '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
5. The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England and Wales who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model.
6. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
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Table 3.08  Use of weapons in violent incidents


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault without 
injury


Robbery Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging               
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Weapon used 19 14 10 24 24 15 19 18 20
No weapon used 80 85 88 75 75 85 81 79 77
Not known (not able to say anything 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 3 3


about offender/no contact)


Knife 5 3 1 5 15 4 3 3 12
Hitting implement2 4 4 3 5 5 3 6 3 4
Glass/bottle 4 8 3 3 1 2 5 5 0
Stabbing implement3 2 1 0 4 1 0 3 2 1
Firearm4 2 1 0 3 2 0 3 2 2
Stones 1 2 0 0 2 0 1 0 2
Syringe 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Other 4 1 5 7 2 6 7 3 1


Unweighted base 1,205 285 269 469 182 179 377 467 231


4. Includes pistol, rifle, shotgun, airgun, air rifle, and any gun which could not be identified.
5. Figures may add to more than 100 as more than one weapon could be used.


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.


Offence type Violence type


2. Includes sticks, clubs and other hitting implements.
3. Includes screwdrivers and other stabbing implements.
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Table 3.09  Use of weapons in violent incidents, 1996 to 2009/10 BCS


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


1996 1998 2000 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Statistically 
significant change 


2008/09 to 2009/10


Weapon used 23 20 16 23 26 21 25 22 24 24 21 19
No weapon used 76 79 82 76 72 78 74 78 74 76 78 80
Not known (not able to say anything <1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 1 1


about offender/no contact)


Knife 8 5 5 7 8 5 6 7 7 6 8 5 **
Hitting implement2 6 4 8 7 6 7 7 7 6 7 4 4
Glass/bottle 3 6 3 6 5 5 6 4 5 4 5 4
Stabbing implement3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 1 0 1 2
Firearm4 1 1 <1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
Stones n/a n/a n/a 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1
Syringe n/a n/a n/a <1 <1 <1 <1 0 0 1 1 0 **
Other 7 7 <1 3 5 3 5 5 4 4 3 4


Unweighted base 1,111 949 1,065 1,346 1,474 1,478 1,545 1,574 1,691 1,477 1391 1,205


All violence1


6. <1 notation is used to indicate a value greater than zero but less than 0.5%.
7. For consistency with incidence and prevalence rates presented elsewhere, since 2008/09 use of weapons in violent incidents excludes incidents that were experienced in the month of interview.


5. Figures may add to more than 100 as more than one weapon could be used.


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5.1 of User Guide for more information.
2. Includes sticks, clubs and other hitting implements.
3. Includes screwdrivers and other stabbing implements.
4. Includes pistol, rifle, shotgun, airgun, air rifle, and any gun which could not be identified.69



http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/crimestats-userguide.pdf





Table 3.10  Firearm offences (excluding air weapons) by level of injury


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


Nature of injury 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Fatal injuries                         72                         96 80 68 76 49 56 53 39 39 -
Serious injuries1                       244                       392 416 437 412 476 412 402 320 336 5
Slight injuries                    1,066                    1,391 1,683 1,862 3,416 3,297 2,543 2,786 1,405 1,526 9
Total injuries                    1,382                    1,879 2,179 2,367 3,904 3,822 3,011 3,241 1,764 1,901 8
Threats                    5,498                    7,192 6,986 6,659 5,521 5,400 5,042 5,060 5,215 5,029 -4
No injuries                       591                       953 1,083 1,312 1,644 1,866 1,592 1,564 1,229 1,065 -13


Total 7,471 10,024 10,248 10,338 11,069 11,088 9,645 9,865 8,208 7,995 -3


Table 3.11  Firearm offences (excluding air weapons) by type of weapon


Numbers and percentage changes England and Wales, Recorded crime


Type of weapon 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Shotgun 608 712 672 718 597 642 612 602 619 585 -5
Handgun 4,110 5,874 5,549 5,144 4,360 4,672 4,173 4,172 4,275 3,705 -13
Rifle1 36 64 52 48 54 71 69 71 89 65 -27
Imitation firearm2 787 1,246 1,814 2,146 3,373 3,277 2,516 2,562 1,511 1,486 -2
Unidentified firearm 950 1,176 1,431 1,356 1,500 1,362 1,276 1,325 953 1,373 44
Other firearm3 980 952 730 926 1,185 1,064 999 1,133 761 781 3


Total 7,471 10,024 10,248 10,338 11,069 11,088 9,645 9,865 8,208 7,995 -3


             Numbers


             Numbers


2. The National Crime Recording Standard was introduced in April 2002, although some forces adopted NCRS practices before the standard was formally introduced. Figures before and after that date are not directly comparable. The introduction of NCRS led to a rise in recording in 
2002/03 and, particularly for violent crime, in the following years as forces continued to improve compliance with the new standard.


2. Imitation handguns, which are converted to fire bullets like handguns, are counted as handguns.


5. Data for police recorded firearms offences are provisional and are submitted via an additional detailed return. Final data are due for publication in January 2011. 


4. The National Crime Recording Standard was introduced in April 2002, although some forces adopted NCRS practices before the standard was formally introduced. Figures before and after that date are not directly comparable. The introduction of NCRS led to a rise in recording in 
2002/03 and, particularly for violent crime, in the following years as forces continued to improve compliance with the new standard.


3. Other firearms include CS gas, disguised firearms, machine guns, pepper spray, stun guns and other specified weapons (the majority being paintball guns).


1. A serious injury is one which required a stay in hospital or involved fractures, concussion, severe general shock, penentration by a bullet, or multiple shot wounds.


1. Because of the small number of offences involving rifles the percentage change should be treated with caution.


3. Data for police recorded firearms offences are provisional and are submitted via an additional detailed return. Final data are due for publication in January 2011. 
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Numbers England and Wales, Recorded crime


Selected offence type
% change 


compared with 
previous year1


 2008/09  2009/10  2008/09-2009/10 


Attempted murder 275 262 -5
Threats to kill 1,564 1,524 -3


Actual bodily harm & grievous bodily harm1 17,182 15,864 -8
Robbery 16,693 15,592 -7
Rape 232 230 -1


Sexual assaults2 134 94 -30


Total selected offences3 36,080 33,566 -7


Homicide4 255 205 -20


Total selected offences including homicides3 36,335 33,771 -7


Percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Selected offence type


2008/09  2009/10 


Attempted murder 48 44
Threats to kill 16 16


Actual bodily harm & grievous bodily harm1 4 4
Robbery 21 21
Rape 2 2


Sexual assaults2 1 0


Total selected offences3 7 6


Homicide4 39 34


Total selected offences including homicides3 7 6


5. Police recorded knife and sharp instrument offences data are submitted via an additional special collection. 


3. Four police forces include unbroken bottle and glass offences in their returns, which are outside the scope of this special collection. As 
such, data for these forces are not directly comparable to data for other forces.  The four forces are:  West Midlands, Surrey, Sussex and 
the British Transport Police.
4. Includes provisional figures for 2009/10. For 2008/09, offences are those currently recorded by the police as at 24 November 2009 and 
are subject to revision as cases are dealt with by the police and by the courts, or as further information becomes available. Updated figures 
for both years will be included within a forthcoming Supplementary Bulletin, scheduled for early 2011. 


Table 3.13  Proportions of selected violent and sexual offences recorded by the police 
involving knives or sharp instruments, by offence type


Proportion of selected
offences that involved a knife


1. Includes wounding or carrying out an act endangering life.
2. Includes indecent assault on a male/female, sexual assault on a male/female (all ages).


5. Police recorded knife and sharp instrument offences data are submitted via an additional special collection. 


3. Four police forces include unbroken bottle and glass offences in their returns, which are outside the scope of this special collection. As 
such, data for these forces are not directly comparable to data for other forces.  The four forces are: West Midlands, Surrey, Sussex and 
the British Transport Police.  
4. Includes provisional figures for 2009/10. For 2008/09, offences are those currently recorded by the police as at 24 November 2009 and 
are subject to revision as cases are dealt with by the police and by the courts, or as further information becomes available. Updated figures 
for both years will be included within a forthcoming Supplementary Bulletin, scheduled for early 2011. 


Table 3.12  Selected violent and sexual offences recorded by the police involving knives or sharp instruments, 
numbers of selected offences and percentage change, by offence type


Number of selected
offences involving a knife


1. Includes wounding or carrying out an act endangering life.
2. Includes indecent assault on a male/female, sexual assault on a male/female (all ages).
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Table 3.14 Prevalence of intimate violence by category among adults aged 16 to 59


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Men Women All Men Women All


Any domestic abuse (partner or family non-
physical abuse, threats, force, sexual assault or 
stalking) 15.8 29.4 22.6 4.2 7.5 5.8


Any partner abuse (non-physical abuse, 
threats, force, sexual assault or stalking) 12.7 26.0 19.3 3.1 5.8 4.4


Any family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force, sexual assault or stalking) 6.7 10.1 8.4 1.6 2.6 2.1


Partner abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or 
force) – non-sexual 11.2 22.6 16.9 2.6 4.6 3.6


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 7.4 15.4 11.4 1.9 2.9 2.4
Threats or force 6.2 17.4 11.8 1.1 2.8 2.0
Threats 1.0 9.8 5.4 0.2 1.5 0.8
Force 6.0 15.9 10.9 1.0 2.3 1.7


- Minor 2.8 12.6 7.7 0.5 1.6 1.0
- Severe 5.0 11.7 8.4 0.8 1.5 1.1


Family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or 
force) – non-sexual 6.2 8.9 7.6 1.4 2.3 1.9


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 3.5 5.4 4.4 1.0 1.4 1.2
Threats or force 3.7 6.0 4.8 0.6 1.2 0.9
Threats 1.1 2.5 1.8 0.2 0.5 0.4
Force 3.3 5.2 4.2 0.5 0.9 0.7


- Minor 1.4 3.5 2.5 0.1 0.5 0.3
- Severe 2.7 3.7 3.2 0.4 0.6 0.5


Any sexual assault (including attempts) 2.3 19.7 10.9 0.5 2.3 1.3
Serious sexual assault including attempts 0.3 5.1 2.7 0.1 0.4 0.2
Serious sexual assault excluding attempts 0.2 4.3 2.2 0.0 0.3 0.2
Rape including attempts 0.3 4.7 2.5 0.0 0.4 0.2
Rape excluding attempts 0.2 3.8 2.0 0.0 0.3 0.2
Assault by penetration including attempts 0.1 1.8 0.9 0.0 0.1 0.1
Assault by penetration excluding attempts 0.1 1.5 0.8 0.0 0.1 0.1
Less serious sexual assault 2.2 19.0 10.5 0.4 2.1 1.3


Stalking 9.3 18.7 14.0 2.9 4.4 3.6


Unweighted base 1 9,971 11,988 21,959 9,892 11,728 21,620
1. Bases given are for any domestic abuse; bases for other measures will be similar.
2. See User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for definitions of different categories of intimate violence.
3. Figures for any domestic abuse, any partner abuse, any family abuse, partner abuse (non-sexual) and any sexual assault differ from those 
originally published in Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 due to revisions in analysis.


Since the age of 16 In the last year


% victims once or more
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Table 3.15  Prevalence of intimate violence in the last year among men and women aged 16 to 59, 2004/05 to 2009/10 BCS


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/081 2008/09 2009/10
       2004/05 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/081 2008/09 2009/10
       2004/05 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Any domestic abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 5.6 5.5 5.8 5.2 4.0 3.6 ** 8.1 8.2 7.9 6.9 6.4 6.6 **


Any partner abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 4.3 4.1 4.5 4.3 2.7 2.7 ** 5.9 6.1 5.9 5.3 4.7 5.0 **


Any family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 2.1 2.0 2.1 1.4 1.8 1.5 ** 3.3 3.2 3.3 2.3 2.6 2.4 **


Partner abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or 
force) – non-sexual 4.1 4.0 4.3 4.2 2.7 2.6 ** 5.6 5.7 5.6 4.9 4.4 4.6 **


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 2.6 2.6 2.8 2.7 1.8 1.9 ** 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.4 2.8 2.9 **
Threats or force 2.1 1.9 2.2 2.1 1.2 1.1 ** 3.3 3.5 3.4 2.7 2.7 2.8
Threats 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 1.5 1.7 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.5
Force 2.0 1.8 2.2 2.0 1.2 1.0 ** 2.7 3.0 2.7 2.2 2.2 2.3


- Minor 1.0 0.7 0.9 1.0 0.5 0.5 ** 1.9 2.4 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.6
- Severe 1.6 1.3 1.7 1.4 0.9 0.8 ** 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.5 1.4 1.5


Family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or force) 
– non-sexual 2.0 1.9 2.1 1.4 1.8 1.4 ** 3.1 3.1 3.2 2.1 2.4 2.3 **


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 1.2 1.1 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.2 1.4 1.4
Threats or force 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.6 1.1 0.6 ** ** 1.7 1.9 1.9 1.2 1.5 1.2 **
Threats 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.5
Force 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.5 1.0 0.5 ** ** 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.0 1.2 0.9 **


- Minor 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.1 ** 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.5
- Severe 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.7 0.4 ** 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.6 **


Sexual assault (any assault including attempts) 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.5 2.8 3.3 3.1 3.0 2.5 2.3 **
Serious sexual assault including attempts 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.4
Serious sexual assault excluding attempts 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3
Rape including attempts 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4
Rape excluding attempts 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3
Assault by penetration including attempts 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 **
Assault by penetration excluding attempts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1
Less serious sexual assault 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.4 2.6 2.9 2.9 2.7 2.3 2.1 **


Stalking 6.3 4.8 4.2 n/a 2.8 2.9 ** 6.6 6.5 5.9 n/a 4.4 4.4 **


Unweighted base 3 10,369 11,159 11,127 10,810 10,964 10,011 12,570 13,423 12,873 12,410 12,866 11,833


4. See Section 5 of the User Guide for definitions of the various types of intimate violence.
3. The bases given are for any domestic abuse; the bases for the other measures presented will be similar.


5. Figures for any domestic abuse, any partner abuse, any family abuse, partner abuse (non-sexual) and any sexual assault differ from those originally published in Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 due to revisions in analysis.


% victims once or more % victims once or more


1.The 2007/08 BCS self-completion module on intimate violence did not include questions on stalking.
2. Figures for any domestic abuse, any partner abuse and any family abuse have excluded stalking in order to create a comparable measure across years (questions on stalking were not included in the 2007/08 BCS).


Men Women
Statistically significant change Statistically significant change
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Table 3.16  Prevalence of intimate violence in the last year among adults aged 16 to 59, 2004/05 to 2009/10 BCS


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/081 2008/09 2009/10
       2004/05 to 


2009/10
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Any domestic abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 6.9 6.8 6.9 6.1 5.2 5.1 **


Any partner abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 5.1 5.1 5.2 4.8 3.7 3.8 **


Any family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats, 
force or sexual assault)2 2.7 2.6 2.7 1.8 2.2 1.9 **


Partner abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or 
force) – non-sexual 4.9 4.9 5.0 4.5 3.5 3.6 **


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.0 2.3 2.4 **
Threats or force 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.4 1.9 2.0 **
Threats 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.8
Force 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.1 1.7 1.7 **


- Minor 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.0 **
- Severe 1.7 1.5 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.1 **


Family abuse (non-physical abuse, threats or 
force) – non-sexual 2.6 2.5 2.6 1.8 2.1 1.9 **


Non-physical abuse (emotional, financial) 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.0 1.2 1.2 **
Threats or force 1.4 1.5 1.4 0.9 1.3 0.9 ** **
Threats 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4
Force 1.1 1.2 1.2 0.8 1.1 0.7 ** **


- Minor 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.3 ** **
- Severe 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.7 0.5 ** **


Sexual assault (any assault including attempts) 1.7 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.4 1.3 **
Serious sexual assault including attempts 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2
Serious sexual assault excluding attempts 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Rape including attempts 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
Rape excluding attempts 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Assault by penetration including attempts 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 **
Assault by penetration excluding attempts 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Less serious sexual assault 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.5 1.3 1.3 **


Stalking 6.4 5.7 5.1 n/a 3.6 3.6 **


Unweighted base 3 22,939 24,582 24,000 23,220 23,830 21,844


3. The bases given are for any domestic abuse; the bases for the other measures presented will be similar.
4. See Section 5 of the User Guide for definitions of the various types of intimate violence.
5. Figures for any domestic abuse, any partner abuse, any family abuse, partner abuse (non-sexual) and any sexual assault differ from those originally published in Crime in England and 
Wales 2009/10 due to revisions in analysis.


Statistically significant change


% victims once or more


1.The 2007/08 BCS self-completion module on intimate violence did not include questions on stalking.
2. Figures for any domestic abuse, any partner abuse and any family abuse have excluded stalking in order to create a comparable measure across years (questions on stalking were not 
included in the 2007/08 BCS).
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault without 
injury


Robbery Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging               
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Able to say something about offender(s) 99 99 98 99 99 100 100 97 97


Unweighted base 1,215 286 269 472 188 179 380 468 237


Number of offenders
One 61 69 73 60 37 97 67 53 40
Two 13 7 11 13 25 1 10 15 23
Three 7 6 6 6 14 0 4 10 13
Four or more 19 18 10 22 24 1 20 22 23


Sex of offender(s)
Male(s) 84 87 80 79 95 79 80 85 93
Female(s) 9 6 17 10 3 19 10 7 4
Both 7 7 2 11 3 2 10 8 3


Age of offender(s)2


Aged under 163 12 16 6 13 9 3 22 7 9
Aged 16 to 24 53 44 48 53 72 28 51 56 72
Aged 25 to 39 31 35 37 28 25 40 25 35 24
Aged 40 or older 12 17 12 14 1 30 16 7 2


Unweighted base (victim was able to say something about offender) 4 1,195 280 266 466 183 179 379 454 227


Relationship to victim5


Stranger 48 37 41 49 69 0 0 100 73
Known by sight or to speak to 23 18 23 26 22 0 58 0 19
Known well 29 45 36 25 9 100 42 0 8


Unweighted base (victim was able to say something about offender) 6 1,236 291 272 486 187 182 391 476 233


2. Figures add to more than 100 as more than one offender could be involved.


4. Figures here are based on incidents in which the victim could say something about the offender(s); base given is for the question asking about number of offenders, other bases are similar.


5. The relationship to the offender(s) is classified as: 'stranger' if the victim did not have any information about the offender(s), or did not know and had never seen the offender(s) before; 'known by sight or to speak to' if at least one offender falls into either category; 
and 'known well' if at least one offender falls into this category (for multiple offenders this takes priority over any less well-known offenders).


6. All victims were asked about their relationship to the offender(s).


3. Prior to 2008/09, categories of age under 16 were split into 'school age' and 'under school age'. Therefore, only the combined category is comparable to previous years.


Table 3.17  Offender characteristics in violent incidents


Offence type Violence type


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information.
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS


2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Statistically significant 
change


 2008/09 - 2009/10


Able to say something about offender n/a n/a n/a n/a 99 100 99 99


Unweighted base n/a n/a n/a n/a 1,690 1,490 1,428 1,215


Number of offenders
One 63 58 60 56 57 54 65 61
Two 11 14 11 13 13 13 9 13 **
Three 7 8 9 9 8 8 7 7
Four or more 19 20 21 22 21 25 19 19


Sex of offender(s)
Male(s) 79 80 75 78 78 76 81 84
Female(s) 14 11 15 14 11 13 14 9 **
Both 7 9 10 9 11 11 5 7


Age of offender(s)2


Aged under 163 n/a n/a 12 14 12 13 8 12 **
Aged 16 to 24 n/a n/a 50 50 51 52 55 53
Aged 25 to 39 n/a n/a 34 32 34 31 30 31
Aged 40 or older n/a n/a 13 12 12 13 13 12


Unweighted base (victim was able to say something about offender) 4 n/a n/a 1,530 1,564 1,656 1,468 1,376 1,195


Relationship to victim5


Stranger 45 47 46 46 44 44 50 48
Known by sight or to speak to 24 23 23 23 24 26 21 23
Known well 32 30 32 30 32 30 29 29


Unweighted base (victim was able to say something about offender) 6 1,536 1,540 1,612 1,631 1,705 1,528 1,403 1,236


7. For consistency with incidence and prevalence rates presented elsewhere, since 2008/09 offender characteristics in violent incidents excludes incidents that were experienced in the month of interview.


All violence1


1. 'All  violence' includes wounding, robbery, assault with minor injury and assault with no injury.
2. Figures add to more than 100 as more than one offender could be involved.


6. All victims were asked about their relationship to the offender(s) – this includes detailed questions of victims who experienced three or less offences and brief questions to those who experienced more than three but less than six 
offences in the last year. Figures here are based on incidents in which the victim could say something about the offender(s).


Table 3.18 Offender characteristics in violent incidents, 2002/03 to 2009/10 BCS


3. Prior to 2008/09, categories of age under 16 were split into 'school age' and 'under school age'. Therefore, only the combined category is comparable to previous years.
4. Detailed questions about offender(s) are only asked of victims who experienced three or less offences in the last year to minimise respondent burden. Figures here are based on incidents in which the victim could say something about 
the offender(s); base given is for the question asking about number of offenders, other bases are similar.
5. The offender-victim relationship is classified as: 'strangers' if the victim did not have any information about the offender(s), or did not know and had never seen the offender(s) before; 'known by sight or to speak to' if at least one 
offender falls into either category; and 'known well' if at least one offender falls into this category (for multiple offenders this takes priority over any less well-known offenders).
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Table 3.19  Proportion of violent incidents where the victim believed the offender(s) to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


All violence1 Wounding Assault with 
minor injury


Assault without 
injury


Robbery Domestic Acquaintance Stranger Mugging               
(robbery & 


snatch theft)


Offender(s) perceived to be under influence of alcohol2


Yes 50 63 55 50 21 37 52 65 19
No 42 31 41 42 56 63 44 25 57
Don't know 9 6 3 8 23 0 5 10 24


Offender(s) perceived to be under influence of drugs2


Yes 20 23 19 16 25 18 22 16 23
No 51 49 56 54 41 75 55 42 42
Don't know 29 28 25 30 33 6 23 41 35


Unweighted base 1,196 281 264 466 185 178 377 456 229


Offence type Violence type


2. Questions asked only if the victim was able to say something about the offender(s), and if there was more than one offender, victims were asked if any of the offenders were perceived to be under the influence. Questions were not asked if 
any offender(s) were perceived to be under school age. 


1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information.
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Percentages and numbers (000s) England and Wales, BCS


1995 1997 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10        1995 to 
2009/10


2008/09 to 
2009/10


Offender(s) perceived to be under the influence of:2


Alcohol 41 43 48 45 51 49 45 46 46 47 50 **
Drugs 16 18 21 20 20 18 23 17 19 17 20 **


Unweighted base 1,078 915 1,285 1,397 1,398 1,455 1,512 1,658 1,477 1,449 1,196


Offender(s) perceived to be under the influence of:2


Alcohol 1,656 1,457 1,244 1,177 1,299 1,105 1,023 1,087 971 973 986 **
Drugs 655 603 549 544 474 390 531 398 390 334 396 **


Unweighted base 16,348 14,947 32,824 36,479 37,931 45,120 47,729 47,138 46,903 46,220 44,559
1. 'All violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault without injury and robbery. See Section 5 of the User Guide for more information.
2. Questions asked only if the victim was able to say something about the offender(s), and if there was more than one offender, victims were asked if any  of the offenders were perceived to be under the influence. Questions were not 
asked if any offender(s) were perceived to be under school age.
3. For an explanation of year-labels see 'Conventions used in figures and tables' at the start of this volume.


Table 3.20  Violent incidents where the victim believed the offender(s) to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 1995 to 2009/10


Statistically significant change


Proportion of all violent incidents 1


Number of violent incidents (000s)
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 4 Acquisitive and other property crime  


Rachel Murphy and Simon Eder   


4.1 SUMMARY 


Acquisitive and other property crime covers the various ways that individuals, households or 
corporate bodies are deprived of their property by illegal means or where their property is 
damaged (or where there is intent to do so).  


There were falls in vehicle-related theft, vehicle vandalism and theft from the person between 
the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS interviews. Changes in the levels of all of the other main 
property offence categories, including burglary, other vandalism (to the home and other 
property) and bicycle theft were not statistically significant. 


• Theft of vehicles and theft from vehicles both fell (by 21% and 18% respectively). 


• There was a 13 per cent fall in the number of incidents of vehicle vandalism.   


• The number of incidents of theft from the person fell by 28 per cent (although this 
followed a rise of 25% in the previous year and the latest estimate is in line with that 
seen for the few years prior to 2008/09). 


Overall police recorded property crime fell by ten per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10, 
from 3,352,989 offences to 3,032,182. There were falls in all main recorded property crime 
categories.  


• Police recorded burglary fell by seven per cent in 2009/10. 


• There was a six per cent fall in domestic burglaries and an eight per cent fall in non-
domestic burglaries. 


• The number of police recorded offences against vehicles fell by 16 per cent.  


• Police recorded criminal damage showed a decline of 14 per cent. 


Longer-term trends show that property crime covered by the BCS has fallen considerably 
since its peak in 1995 with the number of domestic burglaries declining by 63 per cent, 
vehicle-related thefts by 72 per cent and bicycle thefts by 29 per cent. 


The level of home security is the key risk factor for burglary victimisation. Households with 
‘less than basic’ home security measures were six times more likely to have been victims of 
burglary (5.8%) than households with ‘basic’ security (0.9%) and ten times more likely than 
households with ‘enhanced’ home security measures (0.6%).  
 
The 2009/10 BCS also shows that 77 per cent of households who had not been burgled in the 
previous 12 months had at least basic home security.  


This is the first time in recent years where plastic card fraud figures from both the BCS and 
The UK Cards Association have not shown an increase. According to the 2009/10 BCS, 6.4 
per cent of credit, debit or bank card users were aware that they had been a victim of card 
fraud in the previous 12 months, which remains at the same level as the 2008/09 BCS. The 
UK Cards Association recorded 2.7 million fraudulent transactions on UK-issued credit cards 
in the UK in 2009, a decrease of two per cent on the 2.8 million recorded in 2008. The total 
losses from plastic card fraud were £440.3 million, a decrease of 28 per cent from 2008 and 
the lowest since 2006.  
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4.2 INTRODUCTION 


Acquisitive and other property crime covers the various ways that individuals, households or 
corporate bodies are deprived of their property by illegal means (or where there is intent to do 
so), or where their property is damaged. These include offences of burglary, theft, criminal 
damage and fraud.  


Police recorded crime figures include all these categories, provided that they have been 
reported to and recorded by the police. The BCS provides reliable estimates of acquisitive 
crimes and vandalism against the adult population resident in households, and against these 
households, but does not include crimes against commercial (e.g. shoplifting or armed 
robbery against banks and shops) or public sector bodies. In addition, until recently the BCS 
did not cover crimes against those aged under 16, but since January 2009 interviews have 
been carried out with children aged 10 to 15. However, as these remain experimental 
statistics and subject to on-going public consultation (see Box 2.1) the BCS figures in this 
report do not include estimates for children. 


There are important components of property crime that are not well covered by either the 
BCS or police recorded crime. Plastic card fraud is one example and this chapter draws on 
supplementary sources to provide a more complete picture. 


Robbery is not included in this chapter because although victims are deprived of their 
property, there is also the use of threat or force. Robbery offences are covered in Chapter 3 
(the chapter on violent and sexual crime). For more information on the classification of 
different offence types, see Section 5 of the User Guide. 


Previous evidence has demonstrated an association between changes in the economy and 
criminal behaviour, and suggests that economic recession could lead to an increase in 
property crime (see, for example, Dhiri and Brand, 1999 and Field, 1990). However, the 
2009/10 BCS and recorded crime figures show property crime overall has decreased between 
2008/09 and 2009/10. There are a number of plausible explanations why property crime has 
not increased, but it is not possible to provide a definitive answer. These explanations include 
increases in the standard of property and vehicle security, the relative declines in the real 
value of some previously coveted stolen goods (e.g. videos and computers) and increases in 
the number of police officers.  


4.3 BURGLARY 


Extent and trends 


All BCS burglary covers domestic burglaries, while police recorded figures include burglaries 
that occur in domestic properties and in commercial or other properties. Both BCS and police 
recorded burglary cover attempted as well as actual entry see Section 5 of the User Guide. 


The 2009/10 BCS shows there were an estimated 659,000 domestic burglary incidents in 
England and Wales. While the nine per cent fall was not statistically significant it was 
consistent with the six per cent reduction in domestic burglaries recorded by the police 
between 2008/09 and 2009/10.  


The 2009/10 BCS estimated 393,000 domestic burglaries with entry and an estimated 
267,000 attempted burglaries in 2009/10. As with the overall burglary, these reductions in the 
different subcategories between 2008/09 and 2009/10 were not statistically significant (Table 
2.01). 


Recorded crime figures showed there was a decrease of seven per cent in overall burglary 
between 2008/09 and 2009/10, with the number of domestic burglaries falling by six per cent 
to 268,595 offences and the number of non-domestic burglaries decreasing by eight per cent 
to 272,060 offences. Distraction burglaries account for three per cent of all domestic 
burglaries recorded by the police. The figures for distraction burglaries fell by 16 per cent over 
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 Acquisitive and other property crime 


the same period (Table 2.04). The BCS does not provide a separate breakdown for 
distraction burglaries. 


Longer-term trends for BCS and police recorded crime have tracked each other reasonably 
well over time. It is known that police recorded crime figures were not as heavily affected as 
some other offence groups (for example, violence against the person) by the introduction of 
the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS)1 in April 2002. However, caution should still 
be taken when making comparisons over time when using police data and the BCS is the 
more reliable source for long-term comparisons in domestic burglary. Since 2002/03, both the 
BCS and police recorded crime have shown considerable falls in burglary levels (Figures 4.1 
and 4.2, Tables 2.01 and 2.04).  


Since the first BCS results in 1981 the number of domestic burglaries increased, to reach a 
peak of 1,770,000 incidents in 1995, before declining considerably, particularly between 1995 
and 2001/02. In recent years, there has been a small downward trend in domestic burglaries 
but with few statistically significant year on year changes. Overall, the number of burglaries 
estimated by the BCS has fallen by nearly two-thirds (63%) since 1995, representing over one 
million (1,111,000) fewer incidents.  


In 1994 the BCS began measuring household use of home security devices, such as window 
locks and double/deadlocks. Over the same period that burglary incidents have decreased, 
the proportion of households with window locks has increased (from 62% to 87%), as has the 
proportion of households with double/deadlocks (from 70% to 82%) (Moon et al., 2010). 


The total number of burglaries recorded by the police has fallen year on year since 2002/03, 
the first year after the introduction of the NCRS, (apart from a small rise in 2008/09 in 
domestic burglary). Since 2002/03 the total number of burglaries recorded by the police has 
fallen from 890,099 to 540,655 which is a decrease of 39 per cent. 


The 2009/10 BCS estimated that 68 per cent of domestic burglaries were reported to the 
police and, as expected, that burglaries with loss were most likely to be reported (84%). There 
have been no statistically significant changes in reporting rates for all of the burglary 
categories between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS (Table 2.11). 


Figure 4.1 Trends in domestic burglary, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels, see ‘Conventions used in figures and tables’ at the start of this volume. 


                                                
1 For more information see Section 3 of the User Guide. 
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Figure 4.2 Trends in police recorded domestic burglary, 1981 to 2009/10 
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1. New Counting Rules for recorded crime were introduced in 1998/99 and the NCRS was introduced in April 2002. 
Figures before and after these dates are not directly comparable. 


Risks of becoming a victim of burglary 


Among households interviewed in the 2009/10 BCS, 2.2 per cent had experienced one or 
more domestic burglaries in the previous 12 months (1.4% were victims of burglary with entry 
and 0.9% were victims of attempts). These estimates of risk are not statistically significantly 
different from 2008/09 (Table 2.03).  


The proportion of households that were victims of burglary in the last 12 months varied by 
household characteristics. Lone parent households in urban areas with less than basic home 
security were at greatest risk. 


• Households with no or less than basic home security had a higher risk (5.8%) than 
households with basic or enhanced security (0.9% and 0.6% respectively)2. The 
2009/10 BCS also shows that 77 per cent of households who had not been burgled in 
the previous 12 months had at least basic home security. 


• Lone parent households had the highest risk by household structure (5.9%). Their risk 
being more than twice that for households with adults and children (2.3%) and 
households without children (2.0%). 


• The risk of burglary was higher in urban areas (2.5%) than in rural areas (1.1%) 


A full breakdown of risk of burglary victimisation by household reference person, household 
and area characteristics is shown in Table 4.01. Many of these characteristics may be closely 
associated. Further analysis using logistic regression can be used to control for interrelated 
characteristics and to identify which characteristics are independently associated with 
increased risk of victimisation, see Box 4.1 for more details.  


                                                
2 For definitions of home security, see Section 7 of the User Guide. 
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Box 4.1 Analysis of risk of burglary using logistic regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the risk of victimisation is increased 
or reduced according to different characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact 
that some variables may be interrelated. Although logistic regression can be used to explore 
associations between variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should 
be treated as indicative rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that those characteristics that contributed most to explaining the 
risk of burglary were the home security level, structure of household and area type 
(Table 4.03).  


The model shows that households with no or less than basic home security had higher 
odds of being a victim of burglary than households with at least basic home security. Single 
adult & child(ren) households were also more at risk than households represented by 
adults and children or households without children. The model further suggests that 
households in urban areas were more at risk of burglary victimisation compared with 
households in rural areas.  


This model can be used to examine the relative risk of being a victim of burglary for 
households with different characteristics. For example, assuming all other characteristics in 
the model remain constant, the model predicts that a household with less than basic home 
security had almost ten times the risk of being burgled compared with a household with at 
least basic security.  


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics.  
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4.4 VEHICLE OFFENCES 


Extent and trends 


The BCS includes vehicle-related thefts against residents in the household population, 
comprising theft or unauthorised taking of a vehicle, theft from a motor vehicle and attempted 
vehicle thefts. Police recorded offences against vehicles cover both private and commercial 
vehicles and comprises: aggravated vehicle taking; theft or attempted theft of a vehicle; theft 
or attempted theft from a vehicle; and interfering with a motor vehicle see Section 5 of the 
User Guide.  


There were 1,229,000 vehicle-related thefts measured by the 2009/10 BCS, which represents 
a decrease of 17 per cent compared with 2008/09. Within the individual BCS categories of 
vehicle-related theft, both the number of thefts of vehicles (115,000) and thefts from vehicles 
(850,000) also decreased (by 21% and 18% respectively) between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 
surveys. The number of attempted thefts of and from vehicles (264,000) was not statistically 
significant different from estimates from the 2008/09 BCS. The number of police recorded 
offences against vehicles also fell by 16 per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10 (Tables 2.01 
and 2.04). 


The BCS and police recorded crime have generally shown similar trends over time with 
substantial falls in vehicle-related theft since 2002/03 (Figures 4.4 and 4.5, Tables 2.01 and 
2.04). The BCS is the more reliable source for long-term comparisons of vehicle-crime 
experienced by the population resident in households, as police recorded crime figures were 
affected by the introduction of the NCRS3 in April 2002.  


After increasing since the first BCS results in 1981 to a peak in the mid 1990s, the number of 
vehicle-related thefts has shown a considerable decline. Since 1995 vehicle-related theft has 
fallen by 72 per cent, and the number of offences in each of the individual vehicle-related theft 
categories has decreased by at least two-thirds. This reflects substantial changes in levels of 
vehicle security over this period. The BCS shows that generally the proportion of vehicles 
fitted with security devices has steadily increased over time and that the majority of vehicles 
now have some form of security. For example, between the 1991 and 2008/09 BCS the 
proportion of ‘main’4 cars with immobilisers has more than tripled (23% to 80%) and the 
proportion fitted with central locking has more than doubled (35% to 91%) (Walker et al., 
2009). 


The number of police recorded offences against vehicles fell by 16 per cent in the last year to 
494,978 offences in 2009/10. This fall represents a continuing downward trend over recent 
years. Police recorded offences against vehicles have fallen by around a half (54%) since the 
introduction of the NCRS in 2002/03. 


There were the following decreases between 2008/09 and 2009/10 in all the main sub-
categories of offences against vehicles recorded by the police:  


• 20 per cent in thefts of motor vehicles; 


• aggravated vehicle taking down by 18 per cent; 


• 15 per cent reduction in thefts from the vehicle; and  


• offences of interfering with a motor vehicle by 20 per cent. 


Trends in reporting rates for vehicle-related thefts have remained fairly flat over recent years, 
with around half (47%) of vehicle-related thefts being reported to the police according to the 


                                                
3 For more information see Section 3 of the User Guide. 
4 ‘Main’ vehicle refers to the vehicle the household uses most often. 
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2009/10 BCS. Not surprisingly, thefts of vehicles were considerably more likely to be reported 
(90%) than thefts from vehicles (43%) (Table 2.11). 


Figure 4.3 Trends in vehicle-related theft, 1981 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. For an explanation of year-labels, see ‘Conventions used in figures and tables’ at the start of this volume.  


Figure 4.4 Trends in police recorded offences against vehicles, 1981 to 2009/10 
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1. New Counting Rules for recorded crime were introduced in 1998/99 and the NCRS was introduced in April 2002. 
Figures before and after these dates are not directly comparable. 
2. Interfering with a motor vehicle became a notifiable offence in 1998/99. 
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Risks of vehicle-related theft 


There was a decrease between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS in the risk of being a victim of 
vehicle-related theft among vehicle-owning households. Based on the 2009/10 BCS, 5.6 per 
cent had experienced one or more vehicle-related thefts in the previous 12 months compared 
with 6.4 per cent in the 2008/09 BCS (Table 2.03).  


The reductions in vehicle-related theft indicated by the BCS since the mid 1990s is in contrast 
to the number of motor vehicles licensed in Great Britain having increased by 25 per cent, 
from 27.5 million in 1998 to 34.3 million in 2009 (Vehicle Licensing Statistics, 20095). 


The BCS shows that the risk of being a victim of vehicle-related theft more than once was 14 
per cent in 2009/10, half the risk in 1995 (28%) (Table 2.09). 


Across the vehicle-owning population there are considerable differences in the risk of 
experiencing vehicle-related theft (Table 4.05). 


• Households with a household reference person (HRP) aged 16 to 24 had the highest 
risk (10.6%) compared to other age groups. This could be related to the age of 
vehicles, with younger people tending to own older cars with less sophisticated security 
measures.  


• Households owning three or more cars had the highest risk of having at least one of 
them stolen (9.4%). 


• Households living in terraced houses (7.2%) or flats/maisonettes (7.1%) were more 
likely to be victims of vehicle theft than those living in other types of accommodation. 


A full breakdown of the risk of vehicle-related theft victimisation by personal, household and 
area characteristics is shown in Table 4.05. Many of these characteristics will be closely 
associated so caution is needed in the interpretation of the effect of these different 
characteristics when viewed in isolation. Further analysis using logistic regression can be 
used to control for interrelated characteristics and to identify which characteristics are 
independently associated with increased risk of victimisation; see Box 4.2 for more details. 


                                                
5 Vehicle Licensing Statistics 2009 (http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/licensing ) are 
based on the total number of licensed vehicles (including both private and commercial vehicles) in England, Scotland 
and Wales taken from the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) database. 
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Box 4.2 Analysis of risk of vehicle-related theft using logistic  
              regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the risk of victimisation is increased 
or reduced according to different characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact 
that some variables may be interrelated. Although logistic regression can be used to explore 
associations between variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should 
be treated as indicative rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that those characteristics that contributed most to explaining the 
risk of vehicle-related theft were HRP’s age, number of cars owned and type of 
accommodation. However, other variables such as type of area (urban/rural), level of 
physical disorder in the area, Output Area Classification and structure of household were 
also important (Table 4.06). 


The model shows that households with a younger HRP had higher odds of being a victim 
of vehicle-related theft than households with an older HRP. Households owning three or 
more cars were also more at risk of being a victim of vehicle-related theft than households 
owning just one car. The model further suggests that households living in terraced houses 
or flats/maisonettes had higher odds of being a victim of vehicle-related theft than 
households living in detached houses. 


This model can be used to examine the relative risk of being a victim of vehicle-related theft 
for households with different demographic characteristics. For example, assuming all other 
characteristics in the model remain constant, the model predicts that a household with a 40
year old HRP, owning two cars and living in a flat had around five times the risk of being a 
victim of vehicle-related theft compared with a household with a 65 year old HRP, owning 
one car and living in a detached house. 


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics.  
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4.5 OTHER THEFT OFFENCES 


Extent and trends 


The ‘other’ theft categories of the BCS cover theft from the person, other theft of personal 
property, other household thefts and bicycle theft, most of which will occur away from the 
home. Police recorded crime also includes handling stolen goods and commercial thefts see 
Section 5 of the User Guide, although it is likely that most of these offences, i.e. shoplifting, 
will not be detected and therefore will not be reported to the police. 


Robbery is not included in this chapter because although victims are deprived of their 
property, there is also the use of threat or force. Robbery offences are covered in Chapter 3 
(Violent and sexual crime).  


Following a 25 per cent rise in theft from the person between the 2007/08 and 2008/09 BCS,  
the 2009/10 BCS shows there was a decrease of a similar size (28%) compared with the 
2008/09 BCS. The latest estimate, of 525,000 thefts, returns to similar levels as shown in the 
previous few years. However, police recorded crime showed there was a three per cent rise in 
theft from the person offences compared with 2008/09, the first increase since 2005/06 (Table 
2.04). Of thefts from the person, which are thefts directly from the person of the victim, 88 per 
cent were stealth thefts (for example, pick-pocketing) and 12 per cent were snatch thefts 
(Table 2.01).  


The 2009/10 BCS shows that the reporting rate for theft from the person was 33 per cent, this 
not being a statistically significant difference from the previous year (Table 2.11).  


According to the 2009/10 BCS, there were an estimated 480,000 incidents of bicycle thefts. 
The apparent decrease of nine per cent compared with the 2008/09 BCS was not statistically 
significant (Table 2.01). This followed a statistically significant rise in bicycle thefts between 
the 2007/08 and 2008/09 BCS. In contrast, the number of police recorded bicycle thefts rose 
by five per cent in 2009/10 compared with 2008/09 (Table 2.04). Over recent years, there is 
some evidence of an upward trend in BCS bicycle theft, while there is no clear trend in police 
recorded bicycle theft, with recorded offences fluctuating between 100,000 and 110,000.  
 
The 2009/10 BCS also estimates that 45 per cent of bicycle thefts were reported to the police, 
an increase of seven percentage points from the 2008/09 BCS, suggesting that 14,519 more 
of these thefts were reported to the police compared to last year. This could partly explain the 
increase in police recorded incidents of bicycle theft (Table 2.11). 


Apparent changes in the number of other household thefts as measured by the BCS (for 
example, theft from a shed or garden) and other theft of personal property (for example, theft 
of a handbag from the workplace) were not significantly different compared with the previous 
year, with 1,163,000 other household thefts and 1,036,000 other thefts of personal property in 
the 2009/10 BCS (Table 2.01).  


The 2009/10 BCS shows that the reporting of other household thefts and other theft of 
personal property remained at similar levels (at 27% and 34% respectively) compared with 
the 2008/09 BCS, the apparent increases not being statistically significant (Table 2.11). 


Longer-term BCS trends generally show that across the individual categories of other theft 
offences (theft from the person, other theft of personal property, other household thefts and 
bicycle theft), the number of offences increased from 1981 before peaking in the mid 1990s; 
since then they have fallen and are now considerably lower than in 1995. Between 1995 and 
BCS interviews in 2009/10, other household thefts and other thefts of personal property have 
fallen by around a half (49% and 50% respectively) and bicycle thefts have fallen by over a 
quarter (29%). 


Shoplifting recorded by the police depends heavily on the success of retailers in 
apprehending suspects and the extent to which they report them to the police. Police 
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recorded crime saw a fall of four per cent in the number of shoplifting offences compared with 
2008/09, following a ten per cent rise in the previous year (Table 2.04). Since 2002/03 there 
has been some fluctuation from year-to-year with no obvious trend in the figures. The BCS 
does not cover shoplifting because it only covers the victimisation of the adult population 
resident in households.   


Other Home Office surveys have previously been undertaken to capture the extent and costs 
of crime to the retail and manufacturing sector, for example, the 2002 Commercial 
Victimisation Survey (Shury et al., 2005). The Home Office commissioned a scoping and 
feasibility study for a possible new business crime survey, and published a report of its 
findings (Smith and Harvey, 2010). Future surveys will be considered in light of funding 
pressures and priorities. 


Risks of theft from the person 


The 2009/10 BCS shows that as well as a decrease in the number of thefts from the person in 
England and Wales, the risk of being a victim of this offence has also decreased compared 
with the 2008/09 BCS, with 1.1 per cent of adults being a victim at least once in the previous 
12 months compared with 1.5 per cent in the 2008/09 BCS (Table 2.03).  


The proportion of adults who were a victim of theft from the person in the last 12 months 
varied by personal characteristics.   


• Single people had the highest risk by marital status (2.0%).  


• Women (1.4%) had a higher risk than men (0.8%).  


A full breakdown of risk of theft from the person by personal, household and area 
characteristics is shown in Table 4.07. Many of these characteristics will be closely 
associated, for example marital status and age. Further analysis using logistic regression can 
be used to control for interrelated characteristics and to identify which characteristics are 
independently associated to increased risk of victimisation; see Box 4.3 for more details. 
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Box 4.3 Analysis of risk of theft from the person using logistic  
              regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the risk of victimisation is increased 
or reduced according to different characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact 
that some variables may be interrelated. Although logistic regression can be used to explore 
associations between variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should 
be treated as indicative rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that those characteristics that contributed most to explaining the 
risk of theft from the person were Output Area Classification, marital status and sex.
However, other variables such as the number of visits to a nightclub in the past month,
highest level of education, the number of hours out of home on an average weekday, and 
long-standing illness or disability were also important (Table 4.08). 


The logistic regression shows that area based characteristics are important in 
understanding the likelihood of theft from the person victimisation, with Output Area 
Classification being the strongest predictor. Those who lived in areas classified as City 
Living had the highest odds of being a victim of theft from the person; those areas 
classified as Multicultural also had higher odds compared to those living in areas classified 
as Countryside. 


The model also shows that single adults had higher odds of being a victim of theft from the 
person than married or cohabiting adults; also, women were more at risk than men. 
Furthermore, people who went to nightclubs at least once a week in the last month were 
more likely to have been a victim compared with those that did not. The more hours a 
person is out of the home on an average weekday the higher are the odds of victimisation. 


Once other variables are controlled for, the effect of certain characteristics on the risk of 
being a victim of theft from the person becomes clearer. For example, when viewed in 
isolation, having a long-term illness or disability has little effect on the risk of being a victim 
of theft from the person. However, as people with a long-term illness or disability are less 
likely to go to clubs, this has the effect of lowering their overall risk. When the number of 
club visits is controlled for, people with a long-term illness or disability have higher odds of 
being a victim of theft from the person compared with those without. 


This model can be used to examine the relative risk of being a victim of theft from the 
person for people with different demographic characteristics. For example, assuming all 
other characteristics in the model remain constant, the model predicts that a single woman 
living in an area classified as City Living had around ten times the risk of being a victim of 
theft from the person compared with a married man, living in an area classified as 
Countryside.  


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics.  
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4.6 CRIMINAL DAMAGE AND VANDALISM 


Extent and trends 


The BCS covers vandalism to household property and provides separate estimates for 
vehicle vandalism and vandalism to the home or other property see Section 5 of the User 
Guide.  


There were 2,408,000 offences of vandalism against domestic property as measured by BCS 
interviews in 2009/10, a decrease of 11 per cent from the previous year. Of these, 65 per cent 
(1,571,000) were against vehicles, a 13 per cent decrease from the 2008/09 BCS, and 35 per 
cent (837,000) against other domestic property (such as a dwelling or surrounding property), 
which was not a statistically significant change from the 2008/09 BCS.  


The BCS longer-term trends show that the number of vandalism incidents increased from the 
first survey results for 1981 to reach a peak in 1995; since then it has decreased by around a 
quarter (28%) (Table 2.01). 


There was a 14 per cent fall in police recorded criminal damage6 offences compared with 
2008/09. These offences cover damage to domestic and non-domestic properties, and 
vehicles see Section 5 of the User Guide. 


Of the 806,720 police recorded criminal damage offences recorded in 2009/10, two in five 
(42%) were to a vehicle, one quarter (25%) to a dwelling and one in ten (11%) to a building 
other than a dwelling, such as commercial premises and bus shelters (Table 2.04).  


Arson offences accounted for four per cent of all police recorded criminal damage offences 
and the number of arson offences fell by six per cent from 34,826 offences in 2008/09 to 
32,579 offences in 2009/107. 


According to the 2009/10 BCS, only around a third of incidents of vandalism were reported to 
the police (35%), which represents no change from the 2008/09 survey (Table 2.11).  


Risks of vandalism 


BCS interviews for 2009/10 indicate that around one in 15 (6.7%) households had 
experienced some form of vandalism in the previous 12 months, which is a decrease 
compared with 2008/09 (7.6%). The risk of victimisation was 4.7 per cent for vehicle 
vandalism (based on vehicle-owning households) and 2.3 per cent for vandalism to the home 
or other property, both decreases from the 2008/09 BCS (Table 2.03).  


The 2009/10 BCS estimated that victims of vandalism had relatively high levels of repeat 
victimisation; 29 per cent of victims had experienced vandalism more than once in the 
previous 12 months, a similar level to that found in the 2008/09 BCS. This is in comparison to 
repeat victimisation levels of 14 per cent for both burglary and vehicle theft, ten per cent for 
bicycle theft and five per cent for theft from the person (Table 2.08).  


The proportion of households that were victims of vandalism in the last 12 months varied by 
household characteristics. Households most at risk were those with three or more cars, those 
with a HRP aged under 35 and those who lived in an urban area. 


• Households with three or more cars (10.5%) had a significantly higher risk than 
households with two (8.5%), one (7.1%), or no cars (2.5%). 


                                                
6 BCS vandalism equates to the police recorded category of criminal damage.  
7 Within the BCS, arson is included within vandalism to other property and includes deliberate damage to vehicles 
caused by fire. 
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• Households with a HRP aged under 35 were at a significantly higher risk compared to 
households with a HRP aged over 65. Households with a HRP aged 25 to 34 had the 
highest risk (9.6%) and households with a HRP aged over 75 had the lowest risk 
(2.2%). 


• The risk of vandalism is higher in urban areas (7.2%) compared with rural areas 
(4.7%). 


A full breakdown of the risk of vandalism victimisation by personal, household and area 
characteristics is shown in Table 4.09. Many of these characteristics will be closely 
associated (for example household structure and age) so caution is needed in the 
interpretation of the effect of these different characteristics when viewed in isolation. Further 
analysis using logistic regression can be used to control for interrelated characteristics and to 
identify which characteristics are independently associated to increased risk of victimisation; 
see Box 4.4 for more details. 


 


 


Vehicle vandalism (vehicle-owning households only) 


There were considerable differences across vehicle-owning households in the risk of being a 
victim of vehicle vandalism (Figure 4.8 and Table 4.09). The type of area the household lived 
in had an association with the risk of vandalism, for example: 


Box 4.4 Analysis of risk of vandalism using logistic regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the risk of victimisation is increased 
or reduced according to different characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact 
that some variables may be interrelated. Although logistic regression can be used to explore 
associations between variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should 
be treated as indicative rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that those characteristics that contribute most to explaining the 
risk of vandalism are the number of cars owned, the HRP’s age and area type. 
Furthermore, the HRP’s employment status and occupation, the household’s income, 
structure, and tenure type, as well as the level of deprivation and physical disorder in the 
area the household lived in have an impact on the risk of victimisation (Table 4.10). 


The model shows that households with three or more cars had higher odds of being a 
victim of vandalism than households with two or fewer cars. Furthermore, the risk is highest 
amongst HRPs aged 25 to 34 and lowest amongst HRPs aged 65 and older. 


Households living in urban areas are also more at risk of vandalism victimisation compared 
with households in rural areas. The model further suggests that households in terraced 
houses compared with detached houses, as well as households renting in the social sector 
are more at risk of victimisation compared with owner occupiers.  


This model can be used to examine the relative risk of being a victim of vandalism for 
households with different characteristics. For example, assuming all other characteristics in
the model remain constant, the model predicts that a household headed by a 30 year old in 
an urban area with a car had around 12 times the risk of being a victim of vandalism 
compared with a household headed by a 65 year old in a rural area without a car.  


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics.  
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 Acquisitive and other property crime 


• Households located in the 20 per cent most deprived areas were twice as likely to be a 
victim of vehicle vandalism (8.7%) than those households living in the 20 per cent least 
deprived areas (4.3%).  


• The risk of being a victim was higher for households in areas where physical disorder 
was assessed8 as high (10.0%) compared with households in areas where it was not 
(5.9%).   


• Households living in terraced houses were more likely to have experienced vehicle 
vandalism (8.9%) compared with those living in other accommodation types (for 
example, detached houses, 3.3%). This difference may be partly explained by parking 
availability with detached houses more likely to have off-street parking. 


Vandalism to the home or other property  


In general, the characteristics associated with higher risk of vehicle vandalism were also 
associated with higher risk of being a victim of vandalism to the home or other property. For 
example: 


• The risk of being a victim of vandalism to the home or other property was higher among 
those households located in the 20 per cent most deprived areas (2.9%) than those 
households living in the 20 per cent least deprived areas (1.8%). 


• Households living in terraced houses (2.8%) had a higher risk of being a victim of 
vandalism to the home or other property than households living in other 
accommodation types (for example, flats or maisonettes, 1.9%).  


 
 
4.7 FRAUD AND FORGERY 


The measurement of fraud is challenging for several reasons. Incidents are known to be very 
substantially under-reported to the police. There are also difficulties with using surveys like 
the BCS to estimate the extent of other types of fraud because, for example, victims are often 
businesses, which are not covered by the BCS, and respondents might not be aware that the 
deception has taken place or may mistakenly believe a bank error represents fraud. 
Additional information can be derived from other sources (for more information on 
administrative sources of fraud data, see Section 5 of the User Guide). For more information 
on the nature, extent and economic impact of fraud in the UK, see Levi et al., (2007).  


Overall, the number of fraud and forgery offences recorded by the police in 2009/10 was 
152,348 (Table 2.04). This is a slight decrease compared to last year. However, these figures 
are substantially under-reported and do not represent the full picture. In general, the fraud 
and forgery figures are not comparable to years prior to 2007/08 due to changes in 2007 to 
the measurement of fraud by the police see Section 5 of the User Guide. 


Plastic card fraud 


This section focuses on plastic card fraud offences identified by The UK Cards Association, 
along with findings from the BCS.  


Plastic cards (i.e. credit, debit or bank cards) that are stolen are included in the main BCS 
crime count under the relevant offence, such as burglary or theft from the person, but 
subsequent fraudulent use of stolen cards is not included within the main crime count. Among 
the reasons for not including the offence of plastic card fraud in the BCS main crime count 
were that plastic card ownership was low and there was little evidence of related fraud when 
the survey started. It should also be recognised that while it is relatively straight-forward to 
include questions about experience of such fraud (and thus derive a population prevalence 
measure) it is far more difficult to obtain reliable figures on the number of such incidents from 


                                                
8 As assessed by the BCS interviewer, see Section 7 of the User Guide for more information. 
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respondents. In addition, as a victim-based survey which measures victimisation against 
households and individuals there is also a case for excluding fraud offences as the cost of the 
crime is often borne by commercial organisations (either the bank, building society or credit 
card company or the merchant whose goods or services were purchased). 


However, the BCS has included questions on experience of plastic card fraud in a separate 
module of questions since 2005/06. In this module, card fraud in the BCS is defined as using 
plastic payment cards, such as bank, debit, credit or store cards, to take money without 
permission or prior knowledge from a bank, building society or credit card account (or to 
charge money to credit/debit cards). 


The 2009/10 BCS shows that following an upward trend since the questions were first asked 
in 2005/06, the estimate of the proportion of plastic card users who had been victim of fraud 
was the same as in the previous year (6.4%) (Table 4a). Nevertheless, the level of 
victimsation is considerably higher than for other types of theft, for example 1.1 per cent had 
been a victim of theft from the person in the 2009/10 BCS (Table 2.03).  


Table 4a Proportion of plastic card users who had been a victim of plastic card fraud in 
the last year, 2005/06 to 2009/10 BCS 


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
2005/06 2006/071 2007/082 2008/09 2009/10 Statistically 


significant 
change, 


2008/09 to 
2009/10


Plastic card fraud 3.4 - 4.7 6.4 6.4


Unweighted base 3 9,112 - 19,076 41,054 39,974
1. Plastic card fraud questions were not included in the 2006/07 BCS.


2. Plastic card fraud questions were only included from the second half of the 2007/08 BCS year, so the figure for 2007/08 is based on six 
months' data.
3. Based on plastic card users.  
 


Previous analysis of the 2008/09 BCS (Moon et al., 2010) explored socio-demographic and 
other factors associated with plastic card fraud victimisation. The analysis found that the 
pattern of victimisation by age shows a peak in the middle-age groups, falling away for the 
youngest and oldest. For example, 8.1 per cent of 45 to 54 year old card owners were victims 
of card fraud compared to 3.5 per cent of those aged 16 to 24 years and 2.6 per cent of those 
aged 75 years or over.  


In contrast to other property crime, plastic card victimisation increases with higher household 
income. For example, 11.7 per cent of card owners in households with an income of £50,000 
or more were a victim of plastic card fraud compared with 2.7 per cent of card owners in 
households earning under £10,000. 


Card owners who had used the internet (but not necessarily to make online purchases) in the 
last 12 months had higher levels of victimisation than those who had not (7.7% and 2.3% 
respectively). Of those that used the internet, victimisation was highest for everyday users 
(8.9%). 


In April 2009 The UK Cards Association was launched as a trade association for the cards 
industry in the UK.  It has the responsibility for recording information on the financial losses 
resulting from plastic card fraud in the UK9 (Tables 4b and 4c).  Data provided by The UK 
Cards Association are not National Statistics, but they provide a good source of information 
on levels of plastic card fraud within the UK. Figures do not include store cards.  Figures are 
also on calendar rather than financial year basis.  


                                                
9 Breakdowns of the figures for England and Wales are not available 
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The UK Cards Association recorded 2.7 million fraudulent transactions on UK-issued cards 
recorded in the UK in 2009, a decrease of two per cent from 2008 (Table 4b).   


Table 4b Annual plastic card fraud transactions for UK-issued cards, 2008 to 2009 


Numbers and percentage changes
Fraud type Number of fraudulent transactions


2007 2008 2009 % change
2008 to 2009


Card-not-present 2,014 2,165 2,092                 -3
Counterfeit card 224 231 211                    -9
Lost and stolen 321 274 297                    8
Mail non-receipt 43 39 36                      -8
Card ID theft: Account take-over 48 64 66                      3
Card ID theft: Third-party application fraud 59 37 42                      14


Total UK fraud 2,709 2,810 2,744 -2
1. Source: The UK Cards Association.


                              Count (thousands):


 


Card-not-present fraud has been the largest type of card fraud in the UK for the past six 
years.  In 2009, losses fell by 19 per cent from 2008, the first time that this type of fraud has 
shown a year-on-year decrease.   


The total losses from plastic card fraud on UK-issued cards reported by The UK Cards 
Association in 2009 were £440.3 million, a decrease of 28 per cent from 2008 and the lowest 
since 2006 (Table 4c). The main drivers for this lie with counterfeit card fraud and card-not-
present fraud, where losses have decreased by 52 per cent and 19 per cent respectively. This 
is the first time in recent years where plastic card fraud figures from both the BCS and The 
UK Cards Association have not shown an increase. 


Counterfeit card fraud occurs when criminals use an illegal copy of a genuine credit or debit 
card. Losses from this fraud type were down by 52 per cent from 2008 and are at their lowest 
level since 1999. Lost or stolen card fraud has decreased by 11 per cent since 2008.  Card ID 
theft occurs when a criminal uses a fraudulently obtained card or card details, along with 
stolen personal information, to open or take over a card account in someone else’s name. 
This fraud type was down by 20 per cent from 2008. Losses from mail non-receipt fraud, 
which involves cards being stolen before they are delivered to the cardholder, were down by 
32 per cent from 2008.  


There were falls in both plastic card fraud losses in the UK and card fraud commited abroad. 
UK card fraud fell by 16 per cent (around £62 million), while card fraud abroad fell by almost a 
half (47%, £107 million) (Table 4c and Figure 4.5). 
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Table 4c Annual plastic card fraud losses for UK-issued cards, 2001 to 200910 


Loss (£ millions) and percentage changes The UK Cards Association
Fraud type 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 % change 


2008 to 
2009


Card-not-present 95.7 110.1 122.1 150.8 183.2 212.7 290.5 328.4 266.4 -19
Counterfeit card 160.4 148.5 110.6 129.7 96.8 98.6 144.3 169.8 80.9 -52
Lost and stolen 114.0 108.3 112.4 114.5 89.0 68.5 56.2 54.1 47.9 -11
Card ID theft 14.6 20.6 30.2 36.9 30.5 31.9 34.1 47.4 38.2 -20
Mail non-receipt 26.8 37.1 45.1 72.9 40.0 15.4 10.2 10.2 6.9 -32


Total1 411.5 424.6 420.4 504.8 439.4 427.0 535.2 609.9 440.3 -28


UK retailer (face-to-face) 188.9 186.9 177.9 218.8 135.9 72.1 73.0 98.5 72.1 -27


UK fraud 273.0 294.4 316.3 412.3 356.6 309.9 327.6 379.7 317.7 -16
Fraud abroad 138.4 130.2 104.1 92.5 82.8 117.1 207.6 230.1 122.7 -47
1. Losses include fraud that occurs in the UK and abroad.


  of which:


Domestic/international split of total losses:


 


Figure 4.5 Annual plastic card fraud losses for UK-issued cards, 2001 to 200910 
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10 Source: http://www.theukcardsassociation.org.uk/media_centre/press_releases_new/-/page/922/ 
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4.8 DRUG OFFENCES 


Police recorded drug offences decreased by four per cent compared with 2008/09, the first fall 
since the introduction of the NCRS in April 2002. This fall is attribituble to decreases in 
offences of drugs possession (both including and excluding cannabis), which fell by five per 
cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10. In contrast, the number of offences of trafficking in 
controlled drugs has increased by ten per cent over the same period (Table 2.04).  


The recording of drugs offences by the police is particularly dependent on police activities and 
priorities. Furthermore, in recent years the number of offences recorded has been affected by 
the powers available to the police for possession of cannabis offences. In April 2004, the 
introduction of cannabis warnings allowed the police to issue a warning on the street, 
whereas previously a formal caution would have needed to be done at a police station, 
requiring extra resources. Police forces have increasingly used this sanction since its 
introducton, leading to a 90 per cent increase in possession of cannabis offences between 
2004/05 and 2008/09. In January 2009, the police were also given the power to issue penalty 
notices for disorder (PNDs) for possession of cannabis. More details on this new sanction are 
given in Chapter 6. In 2009/10, possession of cannabis offences accounted for over two-
thirds (69%) of all recorded drug offences.  


The BCS is also used to monitor trends in drug use and the figures are published annually, 
although they are not included in the main crime count. The BCS shows that overall illicit drug 
use (in the last year) among 16 to 59 year olds decreased from 11.1 per cent in 1996 to 10.1 
per cent in 2008/09, due in part to successive declines in the use of cannabis between 
2003/04 and 2007/08 (Hoare, 2009). Figures from the 2009/10 BCS will be published on 22 
July 2010 (Hoare and Moon, 2010, forthcoming). 
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Table 4.01 Proportion of households that were victims of burglary by household and area characteristics


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Burglary Burglary 


with entry 
Attempted 


burglary 
 Unweighted 


base 
Burglary Burglary 


with entry 
Attempted 


burglary 
Unweighted 


base


ALL HOUSEHOLDS 2.2 1.4 0.9 44,610                     Accommodation type 
Houses 2.1 1.4 0.8 38,180


Sex of household reference person Detached 1.5 1.0 0.6 11,788
Male 2.0 1.3 0.8 27,154 Semi-detached 1.7 1.1 0.7 14,152
Female 2.6 1.7 1.0 17,456 Terraced 2.9 2.0 1.1 12,240


Flats/maisonettes 3.2 1.8 1.5 5,606
Age of household reference person Other accommodation 0.0 0.0 0.0 132
16-24 7.0 5.5 1.8 1,492
25-34 3.0 1.7 1.4 5,354 Output area classification
35-44 2.7 1.7 1.1 8,488 Blue collar communities 2.5 1.5 1.1 7,531
45-54 2.3 1.4 1.0 8,585 City living 3.0 1.6 1.5 2,033
55-64 1.7 0.9 0.8 8,145 Countryside 1.0 0.6 0.5 6,892
65-74 0.9 0.6 0.4 6,543 Prospering suburbs 1.3 0.8 0.5 10,737
75+ 0.9 0.7 0.2 5,896 Constrained by circumstances 3.0 2.0 1.1 4,504


Typical traits 2.3 1.6 0.8 9,148
Structure of household Multicultural 3.7 2.5 1.4 3,765
Single adult & child(ren) 5.9 3.8 2.4 2,254
Adults & child(ren) 2.3 1.5 0.9 9,694 Area type
Adult(s) & no children 2.0 1.2 0.8 32,662 Urban 2.5 1.6 1.0 33,027


Rural 1.1 0.7 0.5 11,583
Household reference person's employment status
In employment 2.3 1.4 0.9 26,337 Level of physical disorder
Unemployed 4.1 2.6 1.6 1,054 High 4.3 2.7 1.7 2,389
Economically inactive 2.0 1.3 0.8 17,113 Not high 2.1 1.3 0.8 41,800


Student 5.7 4.8 1.1 465
Looking after family/home 4.7 3.3 1.8 1,443 Employment deprivation index
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 4.8 2.3 2.5 1,850 20% most deprived output areas 3.3 2.2 1.3 7,781
Retired 0.9 0.6 0.3 12,856 Other output areas 2.2 1.4 0.9 24,588
Other inactive 5.3 3.6 2.0 499 20% least deprived output areas 1.5 0.9 0.6 8,412


Household reference person's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 2.0 1.2 0.9 16,496 Level of home security
Intermediate occupations 2.0 1.2 0.9 8,668 No or less than basic security 5.8 4.2 1.8 2,698
Routine and manual occupations 2.3 1.5 0.9 16,850 Basic security 0.9 0.7 0.3 1,348
Never worked and long-term unemployed 3.8 2.5 1.5 1,288 Enhanced security 0.6 0.3 0.3 7,109
Full-time students 4.4 3.5 1.0 770
Not classified 2.6 2.3 0.6 538 Hours home left unoccupied on an average day


Never 2.0 1.3 0.8 5,412
Total household income Less than 3 hours 1.9 1.2 0.7 14,613
Less than £10,000 3.6 2.1 1.7 6,227 3 hours less than 5 hours 1.9 1.2 0.8 8,267
£10,000 less than £20,000 2.1 1.4 0.8 8,829 5 hours or longer 2.8 1.8 1.1 16,220
£20,000 less than £30,000 2.0 1.2 0.8 6,123
£30,000 less than £40,000 2.0 1.2 0.8 4,543 Number of years at address
£40,000 less than £50,000 1.6 1.1 0.6 2,983 Less than 1 year 4.4 3.2 1.2 3,783
£50,000 or more 2.3 1.4 0.9 6,076 1 year less than 2 years 2.9 1.9 1.0 2,762
No income stated or not enough information provided 1.9 1.3 0.6 9,778 2 years less than 5 years 2.6 1.6 1.1 8,032


5 years less than 10 years 2.3 1.2 1.3 7,890
Tenure 10 years or longer 1.5 1.0 0.6 22,137
Owner occupiers 1.6 1.0 0.7 30,659
Social renters 3.6 2.2 1.5 7,445
Private renters 3.2 2.2 1.1 6,343


1. See Section 7 of User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for definitions of household and area characteristics.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Burglary Burglary with entry Attempted burglary


No or less than basic home security3 74 77 70 23
At least basic home security3 26 23 30 77


Basic home security 6 7 6 12
Enhanced home security 20 17 25 64


Home security measures
Burglar alarm 24 20 29 30
Double/deadlocks 38 35 42 83
Outdoor sensor/timer lights 17 14 23 45
Indoor sensor/timer lights 7 7 7 24
Window locks 37 33 44 90
Window bar/grilles 4 3 5 3
Security chains on door 14 13 15 33
CCTV camera 5 3 8 5


Any of these home security devices 62 58 70 98


Unweighted base 4 817 512 305 10,912


7. Excludes incidents that took place in the month of interview for consistency with incidence and prevalence rates presented elsewhere.


Table 4.02  Ownership of home security measures among households that were victims of burglary and non-victimised households


Burglary incidents1 Not a burglary victim2


1. The figures are based on all incidents  of burglary in the previous 12 months and are based on what security measures were in place at the time of the burglary.  


6. Figures are not comparable with previous years' estimates, which were incorrectly calculated. 


2. The figures are based on all households  that were asked about home security measures in the 2009/10 BCS but were not victims of any burglary. They were asked what 
security measures were in place at the time of the interview. 
3. Households with window and double/deadlocks are described as having 'basic' home security; households with 'enhanced' security are those with at least one other security 
measure in addition to both window and double/deadlocks; in contrast 'less than basic' includes households with one or more security measures, but not having both window 
and double/deadlocks in place.
4. Base given is for 'double/deadlocks', bases for all other security precautions will be higher.
5. Figures add to more than 100 as more than one response possible.
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England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Variables4


  


ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient
Standard 


error p-value2 Odds ratio3  


-5.16  -5.67 -6.09 Constant


0.000 0.006 0.009 Age of HRP**
2.05 0.000 7.79 0.94 0.005 2.56 0.86 0.34 0.011 2.36 1.22 - 4.59 16 - 24
1.37 0.000 3.95 0.56 0.061 1.75 0.49 0.30 0.103 1.63 0.91 - 2.93 25 - 34
1.37 0.000 3.95 0.84 0.002 2.31 0.79 0.27 0.004 2.21 1.30 - 3.76 35 - 44
1.16 0.000 3.20 0.82 0.001 2.26 0.80 0.25 0.002 2.22 1.35 - 3.64 45 - 54


1.00 1.00 1.00 55+


0.000 0.541 0.581 HRP's employment status
1.00 1.00 1.00 In employment


0.58 0.000 1.79 0.12 0.541 1.13 0.11 0.20 0.581 1.12 0.75 - 1.65 Unemployed/Economically inactive


0.415 0.305 0.304 Sex of HRP
1.00 1.00  1.00 Male


0.12 0.415 1.13 -0.17 0.305 0.85 -0.17 0.16 0.304 0.85 0.61 - 1.17 Female
 


0.000 0.000 Level of home security**
2.19 0.000 8.95 2.24 0.17 0.000 9.43 6.77 - 13.13 Less than basic security


1.00 1.00 At least basic security


0.004 0.004 Structure of household**
0.82 0.001 2.27 0.83 0.25 0.001 2.30 1.40 - 3.78 Single adult & child(ren)
0.07 0.711 1.08 0.08 0.20 0.691 1.08 0.74 - 1.59 Adults & child(ren)


1.00 1.00 Adult(s) & no children
  


0.040 0.048 Tenure**
1.00 1.00 Owner occupiers


0.01 0.977 1.01 0.01 0.21 0.981 1.01 0.66 - 1.53 Social renters 
-0.48 0.026 0.62 -0.47 0.22 0.030 0.62 0.41 - 0.96 Private renters


0.136 0.091 Accommodation type
1.00 1.00 Detached


-0.37 0.131 0.69 -0.50 0.25 0.044 0.61 0.37 - 0.99 Semi-detached
0.11 0.642 1.11 -0.06 0.24 0.785 0.94 0.59 - 1.49 Terraced house


-0.21 0.447 0.81 -0.43 0.28 0.122 0.65 0.37 - 1.12 Flats/maisonettes
-17.72 0.998 0.00 -17.67 7561.18 0.998 0.00 Other


0.067 0.066 Number of years at at address
0.60 0.020 1.82 0.60 0.26 0.020 1.83 1.10 - 3.03 Less than 1 year
0.25 0.196 1.28 0.25 0.19 0.193 1.28 0.88 - 1.87 1 years less than 10 years


1.00 1.00 10 years or longer


0.424 0.430 Total household income
  1.00 1.00 Less than £20,000


0.02 0.907 1.02 0.03 0.21 0.877 1.03 0.69 - 1.55 £20,000-£39,999
-0.36 0.179 0.70 -0.35 0.27 0.187 0.70 0.41 - 1.19 £40,000 or more
-0.15 0.473 0.86 -0.14 0.21 0.494 0.87 0.58 - 1.30 No income stated/not enough information provided 


0.883 0.899 Hours home left unoccupied on an average day
1.00 1.00 Less than 3 hours


-0.02 0.883 0.98 -0.02 0.16 0.899 0.98 0.72 - 1.33 3 hours or longer


0.379 0.439 HRP's occupation
1.00 1.00 Managerial and professional occupations


0.27 0.213 1.31 0.27 0.22 0.212 1.31 0.86 - 2.01 Intermediate occupations
0.18 0.371 1.19 0.15 0.20 0.438 1.17 0.79 - 1.72 Routine and manual occupations
0.46 0.113 1.58 0.41 0.29 0.157 1.50 0.85 - 2.64 Other


 
0.003 Area Type**


0.68 0.22 0.003 1.97 1.27 - 3.05 Urban 
1.00  Rural


 0.655 Level of physical disorder
0.10 0.23 0.655 1.11 0.71 - 1.74 High


1.00 Not high


10,882 10,882  10,882 Unweighted base5


0.042 0.170 0.175 Nagelkerke R square6


1986.976 (df = 6) 1741.871 (df = 24)** -2 log-likelihood7


 
 


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


Table 4.03 Explanatory factors associated with risk of being a victim of burlgary


Dependent variable: Household was  a victim of burglary in the 12 months prior to interview; yes (1), no (0)1


Confidence 
interval


1. Estimates may be biased due to the skewed frequency distribution of the dependent variable; 97.8% of the respondents have not been a victim of burglary in the last 12 months. 
2. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.
3. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable, when holding all other factors constant; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 


1731.164 (df = 26)**


8. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


4. '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
5. The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England and Wales who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model. Sample has been restricted to those who were asked questions about home security (one quarter of the sample).
6. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
7. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Theft of and from 
vehicles


Theft of vehicle Theft from vehicle Attempted theft


Car alarm 50 41 50 53
Central locking 79 56 83 79
Any immobiliser 67 48 69 69
- Electronic 56 35 58 59
- Mechanical 30 21 29 35
Tracking device 3 1 4 3
Window security etching 46 52 45 46


Unweighted base 2 818 88 537 193


Audio security 76 67 76 81
Removable stereo 45 43 45 44
Security PIN number 52 50 49 62


Unweighted base 3 824 88 558 178


4. Figures add to more than 100 as more than one response possible.


3. For vehicle-related theft incidents the figures for audio security are based on all cars or light vans with radio/cassette/CD. Base given is for 'security PIN 
number', bases for all other security precautions will be higher.  


Table 4.04  Vehicle security precautions on vehicles targeted in theft


Vehicle-related theft incidents1


1. The figures for vehicle-related theft incidents are based on all cars or light vans subject to vehicle theft (including attempts) in the previous 12 months and are 
based on what security measures were in place at the time of the theft or attempted theft.
2. Base given is for 'window security etching', bases for all other security precautions will be higher.


101







Table 4.05  Proportion of vehicle-owning households that were victims of vehicle-related theft by household and area characteristics


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Vehicle-related 


theft
Theft of 
vehicle


Theft from 
vehicle


Attempted 
theft


Unweighted 
base


Vehicle-related 
theft


Theft of 
vehicle


Theft from 
vehicle


Attempted 
theft


Unweighted 
base


ALL HOUSEHOLDS 5.6 0.6 4.0 1.2 35,618 Accommodation type 
Houses 5.4 0.6 3.9 1.1 32,084


Sex of household reference person Detached 3.8 0.3 3.0 0.6 11,132
Male 5.6 0.5 4.0 1.2 23,820 Semi-detached 5.2 0.5 3.7 1.1 11,837
Female 5.6 0.7 3.9 1.2 11,798 Terraced 7.2 0.9 5.0 1.5 9,115


Flats/maisonettes 7.1 0.7 4.7 1.9 2,899
Age of household reference person Other accommodation 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 107
16-24 10.6 0.7 9.0 1.1 808
25-34 8.3 1.0 5.5 1.9 4,248 Output area classification
35-44 6.9 0.8 4.9 1.5 7,402 Blue collar communities 5.7 0.9 3.9 1.1 5,501
45-54 6.1 0.6 4.4 1.3 7,575 City living 7.8 0.4 5.7 1.7 1,340
55-64 4.1 0.3 3.1 0.8 7,048 Countryside 3.0 0.4 2.2 0.5 6,356
65-74 2.5 0.3 1.7 0.5 5,182 Prospering suburbs 4.3 0.4 3.2 0.9 9,911
75+ 1.9 0.2 1.0 0.6 3,273 Constrained by circumstances 6.1 1.1 3.8 1.4 2,637


Typical traits 6.3 0.4 4.8 1.2 7,573
Structure of household Multicultural 9.5 1.0 6.3 2.5 2,300
Single adult & child(ren) 9.5 1.3 6.7 1.7 1,337
Adults & child(ren) 6.8 0.6 5.0 1.4 8,891 Area type
Adult(s) & no children 4.9 0.5 3.5 1.1 25,390 Urban 6.2 0.7 4.4 1.3 25,279


Rural 3.5 0.4 2.5 0.6 10,339
Household reference person's employment status
In employment 6.4 0.6 4.7 1.3 23,903 Level of physical disorder
Unemployed 6.3 1.4 3.8 1.3 579 High 9.4 1.5 6.0 2.3 1,400
Economically inactive 3.5 0.5 2.3 0.8 11,079 Not high 5.4 0.5 3.8 1.1 33,904


Student 8.7 1.1 7.2 1.0 230
Looking after family/home 7.0 2.3 3.9 1.3 744 Employment deprivation index
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 7.1 1.0 4.7 1.4 957 20% most deprived output areas 7.0 1.0 4.5 1.6 4,665
Retired 2.4 0.2 1.6 0.6 8,850 Other output areas 5.4 0.5 3.9 1.2 20,166
Other inactive 5.4 0.6 3.7 1.3 298 20% least deprived output areas 5.0 0.5 3.8 0.8 7,689


Household reference person's occupation Number of cars owned by household
Managerial and professional occupations 5.8 0.4 4.3 1.2 14,960 None n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Intermediate occupations 5.6 0.7 3.9 1.2 7,416 One 4.3 0.4 2.9 1.0 18,802
Routine and manual occupations 5.1 0.7 3.5 1.1 11,812 Two 6.3 0.6 4.7 1.3 12,671
Never worked and long-term unemployed 4.6 1.1 2.7 1.3 541 Three or more 9.4 1.1 6.9 1.8 3,775
Full-time students 9.5 0.9 7.1 1.9 482
Not classified 4.5 1.2 2.7 0.9 407


Total household income
Less than £10,000 5.9 1.2 3.8 1.0 2,886
£10,000 less than £20,000 4.4 0.5 3.0 1.1 6,537
£20,000 less than £30,000 5.2 0.6 3.8 1.0 5,466
£30,000 less than £40,000 5.7 0.7 4.0 1.0 4,253
£40,000 less than £50,000 5.7 0.3 3.9 1.7 2,856
£50,000 or more 7.5 0.5 5.7 1.5 5,892
provided 4.9 0.5 3.5 1.1 7,703


Tenure
Owner occupiers 5.0 0.5 3.6 1.0 27,340
Social renters 7.0 1.2 4.4 1.7 3,599
Private renters 7.3 0.7 5.4 1.5 4,567


2. See Section 7 of Home Office Crime Statistics User Guide for definitions of household and area characteristics.
1. Based on vehicle-owning households.
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England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Variables4


  


ß-coefficient p-value 2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient p-value 2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient
Standard 


error p-value 2 Odds ratio3  


-3.92 -4.50 -4.88 Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Age of HRP**
1.83 0.000 6.22 1.25 0.000 3.48 1.12 0.20 0.000 3.05 2.08 - 4.48 16 - 24
1.53 0.000 4.62 1.03 0.000 2.81 0.91 0.17 0.000 2.48 1.78 - 3.45 25 - 34
1.33 0.000 3.79 0.89 0.000 2.44 0.79 0.17 0.000 2.20 1.58 - 3.05 35 - 44
1.22 0.000 3.37 0.76 0.000 2.13 0.66 0.16 0.000 1.94 1.41 - 2.68 45 - 54
0.77 0.000 2.17 0.44 0.006 1.56 0.37 0.16 0.022 1.45 1.05 - 1.98 55 - 64
0.29 0.075 1.34 0.17 0.298 1.19 0.13 0.17 0.443 1.14 0.82 - 1.57 65 - 74


1.00 1.00 1.00 75+
 


0.286 0.258 0.205 HRP's employment status
0.00 0.995 1.00 0.01 0.912 1.01 0.02 0.09 0.800 1.02 0.86 - 1.21 In employment


-0.30 0.138 0.74 -0.31 0.126 0.73 -0.32 0.20 0.111 0.72 0.49 - 1.08 Unemployed
1.00 1.00 1.00 Economically inactive


0.498 0.269 0.316 Sex of HRP
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male


-0.03 0.498 0.97 -0.06 0.269 0.94 -0.06 0.06 0.316 0.95 0.85 - 1.05 Female


0.000 0.000 Number of cars owned by household**
1.00 1.00 One


0.53 0.000 1.70 0.60 0.06 0.000 1.83 1.62 - 2.06 Two
1.03 0.000 2.81 1.14 0.08 0.000 3.14 2.69 - 3.66 Three or more


0.000 0.000 Accommodation Type**
1.00 1.00 Detached


0.37 0.000 1.45 0.20 0.07 0.006 1.23 1.06 - 1.42 Semi-Detached
0.71 0.000 2.04 0.42 0.08 0.000 1.52 1.30 - 1.79 Terraced House
0.74 0.000 2.10 0.34 0.11 0.002 1.41 1.14 - 1.74 Flats/maisonettes


-17.30 0.997 0.00 -17.21 4064.41 0.997 0.00 Other


0.000 0.000 Structure of household**
-0.03 0.606 0.97 -0.05 0.06 0.411 0.95 0.85 - 1.07 Adults & child(ren)
0.54 0.000 1.72 0.58 0.12 0.000 1.79 1.42 - 2.25 Single adult & child(ren)


1.00 1.00 Adult(s) & no children


0.001 0.002 Total household income**
0.20 0.069 1.22 0.18 0.11 0.095 1.20 0.97 - 1.49 Less than £10,000


1.00 1.00 £10,000 - £19,999
-0.06 0.552 0.95 -0.06 0.09 0.485 0.94 0.78 - 1.12 £20,000 - £29,999
-0.01 0.934 0.99 -0.01 0.10 0.894 0.99 0.81 - 1.20 £30,000 - £39,999
-0.08 0.453 0.92 -0.09 0.11 0.405 0.91 0.73 - 1.13 £40,000 - £49,999
0.22 0.017 1.25 0.19 0.09 0.041 1.21 1.01 - 1.46 £50,000 or more


-0.03 0.771 0.97 -0.07 0.09 0.396 0.93 0.78 - 1.10 No income stated/not enough information provided 


0.000 0.002 Tenure**
1.00 1.00 Owner occupiers


0.33 0.000 1.39 0.31 0.09 0.000 1.36 1.15 - 1.61 Social renters
0.08 0.226 1.09 0.07 0.07 0.318 1.07 0.93 - 1.23 Private renters


 
0.262 0.391 HRP's occupation


0.13 0.042 1.14 0.12 0.06 0.060 1.13 1.00 - 1.28 Managerial and professional occupations
0.10 0.138 1.11 0.10 0.07 0.153 1.11 0.96 - 1.27 Intermediate occupations


1.00 1.00 Routine and manual occupations
0.07 0.758 1.07 -0.04 0.23 0.856 0.96 0.61 - 1.50 Never worked and long-term unemployed
0.21 0.187 1.24 0.10 0.16 0.530 1.11 0.80 1.53 Full-time students


0.000 Area type**
0.31 0.08 0.000 1.36 1.17 - 1.59 Urban 


1.00 Rural


0.005 Level of physical disorder**
0.27 0.10 0.005 1.31 1.08 - 1.58 High


1.00 Not high


0.000 Output Area Classification**
0.32 0.12 0.007 1.38 1.09 - 1.75 Blue collar communities
0.67 0.15 0.000 1.95 1.47 - 2.59 City living


1.00 Countryside
0.21 0.11 0.061 1.23 0.99 - 1.52 Prospering suburbs
0.43 0.14 0.001 1.54 1.18 - 2.01 Constrained by circumstances
0.46 0.11 0.000 1.59 1.28 - 1.98 Typical traits
0.79 0.13 0.000 2.21 1.72 - 2.84 Multicultural


34,170 34,170  34,170 Unweighted base5


0.029 0.055 0.066 Nagelkerke R square6


14223.943 (df = 9) 13916.394 (df = 29)** -2 log-likelihood7


  


8. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


6. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
7. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration 


(df = 37)**13786.466


3. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable, when holding all other factors constant; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
4. '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
5. The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England and Wales who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model (vehicle-owning households only).


Table 4.06 Explanatory factors associated with risk of being a victim of vehicle-related theft


Dependent variable: Household was a victim of vehicle-related theft in the last 12 months prior to the interview; yes (1), no (0) 1


1. Estimates may be biased due to the skewed frequency distribution of the dependent variable; 94.4% of the respondents have not been a victim of vehicle-related theft in the last 12 months. 
2. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.


Confidence 
interval


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3
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Table 4.07 Proportion of adults who were victims of theft from the person by personal characteristics


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Theft from 


person 
Unweighted 


base
Theft from 


person 
Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 1.1 44,559 Respondent's employment status
In employment 1.1 24,042


Age Unemployed 1.7 1,409
16-24 1.9 3,666 Economically inactive 1.1 18,992
25-34 1.4 5,998 Student 1.9 1,120
35-44 0.9 8,007 Looking after family/home 1.1 2,387
45-54 0.8 7,312 Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 1.3 1,942
55-64 0.6 7,627 Retired 0.9 12,899
65-74 1.0 6,321 Other inactive 0.6 644
75+ 1.0 5,628


Respondent's occupation
Men 0.8 20,079 Managerial and professional occupations 1.1 14,731


Intermediate occupations 0.9 9,016
16-24 1.4 1,708 Routine and manual occupations 1.0 17,060
25-34 1.1 2,572 Never worked and long-term unemployed 1.5 1,685
35-44 0.7 3,539 Full-time students 2.4 1,732
45-54 0.8 3,468 Not classified 0.6 335
55-64 0.5 3,654
65-74 0.5 2,921 Highest qualification
75+ 0.1 2,217 Degree or diploma 1.2 14,403


Apprenticeship or A/AS level 1.4 7,463
Women 1.4 24,480 O level/GCSE 0.8 8,540


Other 1.3 1,893
16-24 2.5 1,958 None 0.9 12,170
25-34 1.8 3,426
35-44 1.2 4,468 Long-standing illness or disability 
45-54 0.7 3,844 Long-standing illness or disability 1.2 12,715
55-64 0.7 3,973 Limits activities 1.2 9,052
65-74 1.5 3,400 Does not limit activities 1.1 3,657
75+ 1.6 3,411 No long-standing illness or disability 1.1 31,761


Ethnic group Hours out of home on an average weekday
White 1.0 41,226 Less than 3 hours 0.8 13,527
Non-White 2.0 3,255 3 hours less than 7 hours 1.1 12,136


Mixed 2.1 316 7 hours or longer 1.2 18,814
Asian or Asian British 1.0 1,482
Black or Black British 3.7 877 Number of visits to bar in the evening in the last month
Chinese or other 2.6 580 None 1.0 23,053


Less than once a week 1.1 12,427
Marital status Once a week or more often 1.4 9,075
Married 0.7 20,956
Cohabiting 0.8 3,957
Single 2.0 9,072
Separated 1.2 1,415
Divorced 1.2 4,061
Widowed 1.4 5,087


1. See Section 7 of User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for definitions of personal characteristics.
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 England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Variables4


  


ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient
Standard 


error p-value2 Odds ratio3  


-4.39 -5.47 -6.14 Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Sex**
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male


0.58 0.000 1.79 0.65 0.000 1.91 0.70 0.10 0.000 2.01 1.65 - 2.45 Female


0.006 0.003 0.001 Long-standing illness or disability** 
0.32 0.006 1.38 0.36 0.003 1.43 0.38 0.12 0.001 1.46 1.16 - 1.85 Long-standing illness or disability 


1.00 1.00 1.00 No long-standing illness or disability 


0.000 0.070 0.084 Age 
1.00 1.00 1.00 16-24


-0.34 0.013 0.71 -0.05 0.744 0.95 0.02 0.17 0.925 1.02 0.73 - 1.41 25-34
-0.77 0.000 0.46 -0.24 0.206 0.79 -0.09 0.19 0.648 0.92 0.63 - 1.34 35-44
-0.99 0.000 0.37 -0.38 0.064 0.68 -0.22 0.21 0.305 0.80 0.53 - 1.22 45-54
-1.13 0.000 0.32 -0.39 0.084 0.67 -0.19 0.23 0.412 0.83 0.52 - 1.31 55-64
-0.72 0.000 0.48 0.19 0.450 1.20 0.44 0.25 0.086 1.55 0.94 - 2.54 65-74
-0.84 0.000 0.43 -0.05 0.840 0.95 0.26 0.28 0.366 1.29 0.74 - 2.25 75+


0.000 0.312 0.071 Ethnic group
0.63 0.000 1.88 0.14 0.312 1.15 0.25 0.14 0.071 1.29 0.98 - 1.69 Non-white


1.00 1.00 1.00 White


0.000 0.000 Output Area Classification**
-0.08 0.742 0.92 -0.08 0.24 0.750 0.93 0.57 - 1.49 Blue collar communities
0.99 0.000 2.70 0.95 0.25 0.000 2.59 1.60 - 4.20 City living


1.00 1.00  Countryside
-0.09 0.704 0.92 -0.10 0.23 0.668 0.91 0.58 - 1.42 Prospering suburbs
0.12 0.647 1.13 0.12 0.26 0.639 1.13 0.68 - 1.89 Constrained by circumstances


-0.21 0.375 0.81 -0.22 0.24 0.348 0.80 0.50 - 1.27 Typical traits
0.89 0.000 2.43 0.89 0.24 0.000 2.44 1.52 - 3.90 Multicultural


0.000 0.000 Marital status**
1.00 1.00 Married & Cohabiting


0.73 0.000 2.08 0.64 0.13 0.000 1.90 1.46 - 2.45 Single 
0.50 0.001 1.64 0.45 0.15 0.003 1.57 1.17 - 2.11 No longer married/together


0.006 0.015 Highest qualification**
0.19 0.245 1.21 0.14 0.16 0.391 1.15 0.83 - 1.59 Degree or diploma
0.41 0.012 1.51 0.36 0.17 0.030 1.43 1.04 - 1.98 Apprenticeship or A/AS level


-0.12 0.473 0.88 -0.14 0.17 0.434 0.87 0.62 - 1.23 O Level/GCSE
0.33 0.170 1.40 0.34 0.24 0.160 1.41 0.87 - 2.27 Other


1.00 1.00 None
 


0.185 0.312 Total household income
-0.26 0.098 0.77 -0.21 0.16 0.189 0.81 0.60 - 1.11 Less than £20,000
-0.10 0.461 0.90 -0.08 0.14 0.572 0.92 0.70 - 1.22 £20,000-£39,999


1.00 1.00 £40,000 or more
-0.30 0.040 0.74 -0.27 0.15 0.076 0.77 0.57 - 1.03 No income stated/not enough information provided 


 
0.027 0.058 Respondent's employment status


1.00 1.00 In employmnet
0.31 0.150 1.36 0.47 0.22 0.032 1.60 1.04 - 2.47 Unemployed


-0.27 0.054 0.77 -0.06 0.15 0.691 0.94 0.70 - 1.27 Economically inactive


0.597 0.742 Respondent's occupation
1.00 1.00 Managerial and professional occupations


-0.05 0.729 0.95 -0.02 0.15 0.870 0.98 0.73 - 1.30 Intermediate occupations
-0.02 0.908 0.98 0.02 0.14 0.878 1.02 0.78 - 1.34 Routine and manual occupations
0.09 0.728 1.09 0.16 0.25 0.505 1.18 0.73 - 1.91 Never worked and long term unemployed
0.28 0.172 1.32 0.25 0.21 0.232 1.28 0.85 - 1.91 Full-time students


0.198 Area type
0.24 0.174 1.27 0.23 0.18 0.198 1.25 0.89 - 1.77 Urban 


1.00 1.00 Rural


0.404 Level of physical disorder
-0.17 0.330 0.84 -0.15 0.18 0.404 0.86 0.61 - 1.22 High


1.00 1.00 Not high


0.021 Numbers of visits to a nightclub in the last month**
0.32 0.14 0.021 1.37 1.05 - 1.79 At least once


1.00 None


0.046 Hours out of home on an average weekday**
1.00 Less than 3 hours


0.21 0.15 0.162 1.23 0.92 - 1.65 3 hours less than 7 hours
0.41 0.17 0.014 1.50 1.09 - 2.08 7 hours or longer


0.146 Numbers of visits to a bar in the evening in the last month
1.00 None 


0.20 0.13 0.114 1.22 0.95 - 1.56 Less than once a week
0.26 0.14 0.066 1.29 0.98 - 1.71 Once a week or more often


43,449 43,449  43,449 Unweighted base5


0.028 0.064 0.069 Nagelkerke R square6


5126.901 (df = 9) 4945.221 (df = 32)** -2 log-likelihood7


 


 


1. Estimates may be biased due to the skewed frequency distribution of the dependent variable; 98.9% of the respondents have not been a victim of theft from the person in the last 12 months. 
2. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


 
Table 4.08 Explanatory factors associated with risk of being a victim of theft from the person


Dependent variable: Respondent was a victim of theft from person in the 12 months prior to interview; yes (1), no (0)1


4924.107 (df = 37)**


Confidence 
interval


8. See Section 7 of User Guide for for definitions of personal, household and area characteristics.
7. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).


3. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable, when holding all other factors constant; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
4. '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
5. The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England and Wales who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model.
6. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Vandalism Vehicle 


vandalism 
Vandalism 


to home and 
other property


 Unweighted 
base 


Vandalism Vehicle 
vandalism 


Vandalism 
to home and 


other property


 Unweighted 
base 


ALL HOUSEHOLDS 6.7 6.0 2.3 44,610                      Accommodation type 
Houses 7.0 6.0 2.3 38,180


Sex of household reference person Detached 5.1 3.3 2.1 11,788
Male 6.9 5.8 2.2 27,154 Semi-detached 6.7 5.8 2.1 14,152
Female 6.3 6.5 2.4 17,456 Terraced 8.8 8.9 2.8 12,240


Flats/maisonettes 5.4 7.1 1.9 5,606
Age of household reference person Other accommodation 0.7 0.8 0.0 132
16-24 5.7 5.8 2.9 1,492
25-34 9.6 9.5 2.7 5,354 Output area classification
35-44 8.5 7.3 2.5 8,488 Blue collar communities 9.1 8.6 3.2 7,531
45-54 8.4 7.1 2.7 8,585 City living 6.5 7.7 1.7 2,033
55-64 6.5 5.0 2.4 8,145 Countryside 3.7 2.9 1.1 6,892
65-74 3.4 2.8 1.4 6,543 Prospering suburbs 5.4 4.1 1.8 10,737
75+ 2.2 1.8 1.3 5,896 Constrained by circumstances 7.7 9.6 2.7 4,504


Typical traits 8.1 7.0 2.6 9,148
Structure of household Multicultural 5.9 6.4 2.4 3,765
Single adult & child(ren) 8.4 9.1 3.5 2,254
Adults & child(ren) 8.4 7.0 2.4 9,694 Area type
Adult(s) & no children 6.1 5.5 2.1 32,662 Urban 7.2 6.8 2.4 33,027  


Rural 4.7 3.7 1.6 11,583
Household reference person's employment status
In employment 8.1 6.9 2.4 26,337 Level of physical disorder
Unemployed 8.5 7.1 4.7 1,054 High 9.4 10.0 4.2 2,389
Economically inactive 4.3 4.0 2.0 17,113 Not high 6.5 5.9 2.1 41,800


Student 4.9 7.6 1.8 465
Looking after family/home 6.4 7.4 2.7 1,443 Employment deprivation index
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 8.7 9.8 4.1 1,850 20% most deprived output areas 7.7 8.7 2.9 7,781
Retired 3.2 2.7 1.5 12,856 Other output areas 6.8 6.1 2.2 24,588
Other inactive 6.0 7.6 2.1 499 20% least deprived output areas 5.6 4.3 1.8 8,412


Household reference person's occupation Number of cars owned by household
Managerial and professional occupations 7.5 6.0 2.4 16,496 None 2.5 n/a 2.2 9,362
Intermediate occupations 6.3 5.6 2.0 8,668 One 7.1 5.2 2.3 18,802
Routine and manual occupations 6.6 6.5 2.4 16,850 Two 8.5 6.8 2.1 12,671
Never worked and long-term unemployed 3.6 3.4 2.3 1,288 Three or more 10.5 8.1 2.8 3,775
Full-time students 5.3 6.9 1.6 770
Not classified 4.0 3.8 1.5 538 Hours home left unoccupied on an average day


Never 5.8 5.7 1.9 5,412
Total household income Less than 3 hours 5.6 5.1 2.1 14,613
Less than £10,000 5.4 7.0 2.5 6,227 3 hours less than 5 hours 6.1 5.4 2.1 8,267
£10,000 less than £20,000 6.2 5.6 2.5 8,829 5 hours or longer 8.1 7.2 2.5 16,220
£20,000 less than £30,000 8.0 6.7 2.5 6,123
£30,000 less than £40,000 8.2 6.7 2.3 4,543
£40,000 less than £50,000 9.1 7.2 2.7 2,983
£50,000 or more 8.4 6.5 2.4 6,076
provided 4.7 4.4 1.5 9,778


Tenure
Owner occupiers 6.8 5.5 2.3 30,659
Social renters 6.5 8.8 2.6 7,445
Private renters 6.6 7.1 2.0 6,343


1. Base given is for all households, bases for vehicle vandalism will be slightly lower as based on vehicle-owning households. 
2. See Section 7 of User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for definitions of household and area characteristics.


 Table 4.09 Proportion of households that were victims of vandalism by household and area characteristics 
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England, 2009/10 BCS
Variables4


  


ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient p-value2 Odds ratio3 ß-coefficient
Standard 


error p-value2 Odds ratio3  


-2.73 -3.99 -4.72  Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Age of HRP**
  1.00 1.00 1.00 16 - 24


0.50 0.000 1.66 0.31 0.008 1.36 0.31 0.12 0.008 1.37 1.08 - 1.72 25 - 34
0.39 0.000 1.47 0.16 0.168 1.18 0.19 0.12 0.102 1.21 0.96 - 1.53 35 - 44
0.39 0.000 1.48 0.15 0.210 1.16 0.20 0.12 0.099 1.22 0.96 - 1.54 45 - 54
0.12 0.299 1.12 -0.15 0.237 0.86 -0.07 0.13 0.573 0.93 0.73 - 1.19 55 - 64


-0.52 0.000 0.60 -0.76 0.000 0.47 -0.65 0.15 0.000 0.52 0.39 - 0.69 65 - 74
-0.93 0.000 0.39 -0.91 0.000 0.40 -0.77 0.16 0.000 0.46 0.34 - 0.63 75+


 
0.159 0.003 0.007  HRP's employment status**


1.00 1.00 1.00 In employment
0.06 0.585 1.06 0.34 0.004 1.41 0.32 0.12 0.007 1.38 1.09 - 1.74 Unemployed


-0.10 0.074 0.90 0.16 0.019 1.18 0.15 0.07 0.031 1.16 1.01 - 1.34 Economically inactive


0.416 0.521 0.520 Sex of HRP
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male


-0.03 0.416 0.97 0.03 0.521 1.03 0.03 0.04 0.520 1.03 0.94 - 1.12 Female


0.000 0.000 Number of cars owned by the household**
1.00 1.00 None


1.20 0.000 3.31 1.25 0.08 0.000 3.48 2.98 - 4.05 One
1.51 0.000 4.51 1.60 0.09 0.000 4.97 4.19 - 5.91 Two
1.85 0.000 6.36 1.98 0.10 0.000 7.24 5.93 - 8.84 Three or more


0.000 0.000 Total household income**
0.08 0.326 1.08 0.05 0.08 0.495 1.06 0.90 - 1.24 Less than £10,000


1.00 1.00 £10,000 - £19,999
-0.02 0.739 0.98 -0.03 0.07 0.715 0.97 0.85 - 1.12 £20,000 - £29,999
-0.09 0.234 0.91 -0.09 0.08 0.240 0.91 0.78 - 1.06 £30,000 - £39,999
-0.05 0.572 0.95 -0.03 0.09 0.743 0.97 0.82 - 1.16 £40,000 - £49,999
-0.15 0.056 0.86 -0.10 0.08 0.225 0.91 0.78 - 1.06 £50,000 or more
-0.38 0.000 0.68 -0.39 0.07 0.000 0.68 0.59 - 0.78 No income stated/not enough information provided 


 
0.000 0.000 Accommodation Type**


1.00 1.00 Detached
0.29 0.000 1.34 0.07 0.06 0.243 1.08 0.95 - 1.22 Semi-Detached
0.65 0.000 1.91 0.34 0.07 0.000 1.41 1.23 - 1.61 Terraced House
0.32 0.000 1.37 0.03 0.09 0.713 1.03 0.86 - 1.24 Flats/maisonettes


-1.62 0.154 0.20 -1.53 1.14 0.179 0.22 0.02 - 2.02 Other
 


0.005 0.005 HRP's occupation**
1.00 1.00 Managerial and professional occupations


-0.16 0.005 0.85 -0.18 0.06 0.003 0.84 0.75 - 0.94 Intermediate occupations
-0.01 0.818 0.99 -0.08 0.05 0.130 0.92 0.83 - 1.02 Routine and manual occupations
-0.35 0.040 0.71 -0.40 0.17 0.018 0.67 0.48 - 0.93 Never worked and long term unemployed
-0.27 0.084 0.76 -0.28 0.16 0.073 0.75 0.55 - 1.03 Full-time students
-0.42 0.089 0.66 -0.44 0.25 0.070 0.64 0.40 - 1.04 Not classified


0.068 0.049 Structure of household**
-0.10 0.067 0.91 -0.10 0.05 0.073 0.91 0.82 - 1.01 Adults & child(ren)
0.10 0.304 1.10 0.12 0.10 0.199 1.13 0.94 - 1.37 Single adult & child(ren)
0.10 0.304 1.00 1.00 Adult(s) & no children


0.000 0.018 Tenure**
1.00 1.00 Owner occupiers


0.25 0.000 1.28 0.16 0.07 0.016 1.18 1.03 - 1.35 Social renters
-0.09 0.155 0.92 -0.05 0.06 0.454 0.95 0.85 - 1.08 Private renters


0.299 0.169 Hours home left unoccupied on an average day
-0.12 0.085 0.89 -0.15 0.07 0.037 0.86 0.75 - 0.99 Never
-0.02 0.655 0.98 -0.02 0.05 0.771 0.98 0.88 - 1.10 Less than 3 hours
-0.07 0.235 0.93 -0.06 0.06 0.282 0.94 0.83 - 1.05 3-5 hours


1.00 1.00 5 hours or longer


0.000 Output Area Classification**
0.69 0.10 0.000 1.99 1.63 - 2.43 Blue collar communities
0.57 0.13 0.000 1.77 1.38 - 2.28 City living


1.00 Countryside
0.22 0.10 0.022 1.25 1.03 - 1.51 Prospering suburbs
0.67 0.11 0.000 1.95 1.56 - 2.43 Constrained by circumstances
0.54 0.10 0.000 1.72 1.42 - 2.08 Typical traits
0.29 0.12 0.012 1.34 1.07 - 1.68 Multicultural


0.000 Area type**
0.31 0.07 0.000 1.36 1.19 - 1.54 Urban 


1.00 Rural


0.000 Level of physical disorder**
0.28 0.08 0.000 1.32 1.14 - 1.54 High


1.00 Not high


0.006 Employment deprivation index**
0.24 0.08 0.002 1.27 1.09 - 1.49 20% most deprived output areas
0.16 0.06 0.006 1.18 1.05 - 1.32 Other output areas


1.00 20% least deprived output areas


39,786 39,786  39,786 Unweighted base5


0.031 0.068 0.081 Nagelkerke R square6


19860.914 (df = 9) 19244.513 (df = 34)** -2 log-likelihood7


 


8. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Confidence 
interval


1. Estimates may be biased due to the skewed frequency distribution of the dependent variable; 93.3% of the respondents have not been a victim of vandalism in the last 12 months. 
2. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.


7. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).


4. '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
5. The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model. Wales is not included in this analysis due to the inclusion of the deprivation index in the model, which only covers England.
6. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.


Table 4.10 Explanatory factors associated with risk of being a victim of vandalism


19037.172 (df = 44)**


3. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable, when holding all other factors constant; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 


Dependent variable: Household was a victim of vandalism in the 12 months prior to the interview; yes (1), no (0)1


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3
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5 Public perceptions 


Jenny Parfrement-Hopkins and Bryony Green 


5.1 SUMMARY 


The 2009/10 BCS asked questions on a variety of aspects of perceptions of crime.  


• As in previous years, respondents perceived the main causes of crime as lack of 
discipline from parents (27%) and drugs (26%). 


• The 2009/10 BCS shows that the gap between perceptions of changes in national and 
local crime levels remains wide. The proportion of people who perceived an increase in 
crime nationally remained higher than those who perceived an increase in crime locally, 
and the same pattern was evident across crime types. 


• The difference between perceptions of changes in the national and local crime level 
was particularly marked for knife crime (90% of people perceived an increase nationally 
compared with 27% locally) and gun crime (81% nationally compared with 13% locally).  


• Half of people (51%) thought they lived in a lower than average crime area, 39 per cent 
believed crime levels in their area were about average and only ten per cent of people 
believed crime in their local area was above average. 


• The 2009/10 BCS shows a disparity remains between people’s perceived likelihood of 
being a victim of crime and their actual risk. For example, 15 per cent of people thought 
they were fairly or very likely to be a victim of burglary in the next year compared with 
an actual risk of two per cent. 


Overall, perceptions of anti-social behaviour (ASB) showed a decrease compared with 
2008/09; 14 per cent of people perceived a high level of ASB in their area in the 2009/10 BCS 
compared with 17 per cent in 2008/09. The current proportion of people who had a high level 
of perceived ASB in the local area is the lowest since the measure was introduced in the 
survey in 2001/02. 


• Across the seven individual indicators, six showed a fall in the proportion of people 
perceiving them to be a problem in their local area compared with 2008/09. The 
remaining strand, the proportion of people perceiving a problem with noisy neighbours 
or loud parties, showed no statistically significant change between the 2008/09 and 
2009/10 BCS. 


The 2009/10 BCS shows that there was an increase in the proportion of people agreeing that 
the police and local council are dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime issues that matter 
in the local area, increasing from 49 per cent in 2008/09 to 51 per cent in 2009/10. There was 
a related decrease in the proportion of respondents who disagreed with this statement (from 
22% in 2008/09 to 20% in 2009/10) and the proportion with no opinion remained at 29 per 
cent. 


The 2009/10 BCS shows that the proportion of people who think that the criminal justice 
system (CJS) as a whole is fair increased compared with the 2008/09 BCS (from 58.5% to 
59.4%). The proportion of people who think that the CJS as a whole is effective also showed 
an increase from 38 per cent to 41 per cent. 
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5.2 INTRODUCTION 


Since its inception the BCS has provided estimates on a wide range of public perception 
measures relating to crime and the criminal justice system. This chapter presents the latest 
headline figures from the 2009/10 BCS as well as trends for the key perception measures 
within the BCS. Key findings are commented on in the text, with additional tables for other 
measures provided for reference at the end of the chapter. 


5.3 PERCEPTIONS OF CRIME 


Causes and impact of crime  


In line with previous years, the 2009/10 BCS shows that drugs and lack of discipline from 
parents were the two factors most commonly perceived as one of the major causes of crime 
in Britain today (69% and 65% respectively). When people were asked to identify which single 
factor they believed was the main cause of crime just over a quarter said lack of discipline 
from parents (27%) and a further quarter said drugs (26%) were the main cause. More than 
half of people (53%) also thought that alcohol was one of the major causes of crime, although 
a much smaller proportion (9%) thought it was the main cause of crime in Britain today. 
Eleven per cent thought too lenient sentencing was the main cause of crime (Table 5a). 


Table 5a Factors considered as causes of crime in Britain today, 2009/10 BCS  


Percentages England & Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Major causes of 


crime1,2
Main cause of 


crime1


Drugs 69 26
Lack of discipline from parents 65 27
Alcohol 53 9
Too lenient sentencing 39 11
Breakdown of family 36 6
Lack of discipline from school 34 3
Unemployment 36 5
Too few police 23 2
Poverty 25 5
None of these 0 n/a
Do not think there is one main cause n/a 5


Unweighted base 11,003 11,003


Percentage perceiving this as a factor:


  
1.  Respondents were asked to select from a list the factors they thought were the major causes of crime in Britain 
today. If respondents selected more than one factor they were then asked which of the factors they believed to be the 
main cause of crime. 
2.  Percentages add to more than 100 as respondents could select more than one cause. 


Perceptions of crime levels  


Since 1996 the BCS has asked respondents if they think the level of crime in the country as a 
whole and in their local area has changed over the last two years. Until 2004/05 the trend 
fluctuated between years but was relatively consistent between the two measures, with more 
people thinking that crime had increased nationally than thought crime had increased locally. 
However, since 2004/05 the trends have diverged, widening the gap between perceptions of 
changes in national and local crime levels.  


The 2009/10 BCS shows that there continues to be a reduction in the proportion of people 
who think crime in their local area had increased locally (from 36% in 2008/09 to 31% in 
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2009/10). In contrast with the 2008/09 BCS, which saw a marked increase in the proportion of 
people who thought crime had increased nationally, the 2009/10 BCS shows there was a fall1 
in the proportion of people who think crime nationally has increased (from 75% in 2008/09 to 
66% in 2009/10) returning to similar levels in 2006/07 and 2007/08 (Figure 5.1).  


The large proportion of adults (66%) who thought that crime had risen nationally contrasts 
with results, also from the BCS, which show that experience of crime has fallen overall since 
1995 (see Moon et al., 2009) 


Fifty-four per cent of people thought the level of crime in their local area had remained stable 
(54%) and only 15 per cent thought it had gone down. Similarly, only four per cent of people 
thought crime had gone down nationally (data not shown). 


Figure 5.1 Perceptions of changing crime levels, 1996 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1.  Perceptions of local crime levels used to be asked of the whole sample that had lived at their address for three or 
more years. Since 2008/09 this question has been asked of a quarter of the sample irrespective of how long they had 
lived at their address. However, for trend comparisons respondents who had lived at their address for less than three 
years have been excluded from the 2008/09 and 2009/10 figures.  
2.  BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for 
more information. 


In 2008/09 and 2009/10 the BCS included questions that asked respondents to rate whether 
they thought specific crimes had increased locally and nationally. The proportion of people 
who perceived that individual crime types had increased varied, but a greater proportion of 
people estimated that crime had gone up nationally than locally across all crime types (Figure 
5.2).  


Similar to 2008/09, the proportion of people perceiving an increase nationally was highest for 
those crimes that receive the most media attention. For example 90 per cent of people 
perceived knife crime had gone up nationally, compared with lower profile crimes such as 
homes being broken into (67%) and cars being stolen (60%). This suggests that perceptions 
of more common crimes are more likely to be influenced by personal experience, whereas 


                                                
1 Alternative forms of the questions on perceptions of change in the national and local crime levels also showed a 
decrease in the proportion of people who think crime had increased locally (from 46% in 2008/09 to 41% in 2009/10) 
and nationally (from 84% in 2008/09 to 80% in 2009/10). For a further discussion of the alternative questions on 
perceptions of crime see Moon et al., 2009. 
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perceptions of lower volume but higher profile crime types (particularly violent crimes) may be 
influenced by the volume and nature of the media coverage they attract.2 


Figure 5.2 Proportion of people who think crime has gone up by individual crime type, 
2009/10 BCS 
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Similar to the 2008/09 BCS, when asked about the level of crime in their local area compared 
with the rest of the country, half of people (51%) thought they lived in a low crime area, 39 per 
cent believed crime levels in their local area were about average and only ten per cent 
thought they lived in a higher than average crime rate area (Table 5b).  


Previous analysis has shown that there is a clear relationship between actual levels of crime, 
as indicated by local police recorded crime data, and perceptions of the comparative level of 
crime in the area. The proportion of people who thought they lived in a higher than average 
crime area was higher in areas with higher levels of police recorded crime and lower for those 
who thought they lived in a lower than average crime area. The reverse was also true for 
those perceiving that they lived in a lower than average crime rate area.3 


Table 5b Perception of crime in the local area, 2009/10 BCS 
 


Percentages
England & Wales, 


2009/10 BCS


Compared with the country as a whole:


   Higher than average 10
   About average 39
   Lower than average 51


Unweighted base 32,793  
 


 


                                                
2 See Moon et al., 2009 for more information about public perceptions of changes in different types of crime.  
3 See Moon et al., 2009 for further details.  
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Perceptions of local crime levels varied with personal and household characteristics. For 
example: 


• Experience of crime in the last 12 months influenced people’s perceptions of whether 
crime in their local area had gone up; 44 per cent of victims of crime thought crime in 
their local area had gone up, compared with 27 per cent of non-victims.  


• Perceptions of the local crime rate also varied by age. People aged 16 to 24 were more 
likely to perceive that the crime rate had increased locally compared with older age 
groups.  


• People who lived in an area with high physical disorder were more likely to think that 
the local crime rate had increased (39%) than those living in an area with low physical 
disorder (30%). 


• Similarly, people who had a high level of perceived anti-social behaviour (ASB) in their 
local area were also more likely to think that the local crime rate had gone up (55% 
compared with 26% amongst people who did not have a high level of perceived ASB). 


Perceptions of crime levels nationally were influenced by different personal and household 
characteristics (for example, unlike perceptions of the local crime rate, experience of crime 
does not impact on perceptions nationally). In particular, area-based characteristics were not 
as important as for perceptions of the local crime rate. Instead:  


• Readers of ‘popular’ newspapers were more likely to think that crime had increased 
nationally than readers of ‘broadsheets’ (72% and 52% respectively).  


• People who were unemployed were less likely to perceive that the national crime rate 
had gone up compared with those who were employed or economically inactive (53%, 
64% and 71% respectively). 


• In contrast with perceptions of the local crime rate, perceiving an increase in the 
national crime rate was more common amongst older people than their younger 
counterparts; 64 per cent of those aged 16 to 24 thought the national crime rate had 
increased compared with 75 per cent of those aged 75 or older.  


A full breakdown of perceptions of national and local crime rates by personal and household 
characteristics is shown in Tables 5.01 and 5.02.  


Many of the demographic and socio-economic characteristics will be closely associated so 
caution is needed in the interpretation of the effect of these different characteristics when 
viewed in isolation. Further analysis using logistic regression can be used to control for 
interrelated characteristics and to identify which characteristics are independently associated 
with perceptions of crime. It can also be used to identify which characteristics most strongly 
influence perceptions; see Box 5.1 for more details. 


 


Box 5.1 Analysis of perceptions of changing crime levels using logistic 
regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the likelihood of perceiving an 
increase in crime levels is increased or reduced according to different characteristics or 
behaviours, taking into account the fact that some variables may be interrelated. It can also 
be used to identify the characteristics that most strongly influence perceptions. Although 
logistic regression can be used to explore associations between variables, it does not 
necessarily imply causation and results should be treated as indicative rather than 
conclusive.  
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Box 5.1 Analysis of perceptions of changing crime levels using logistic 
regression (cont.) 


Perceptions of the local crime rate 


Logistic regression shows that although many personal and area characteristics were 
associated with perceiving that the local crime rate had increased, the characteristics that 
contributed most were experience of crime, the length of time a person had lived in the 
area and their sex. However, other variables such as the type of area a person lived in, age 
and highest qualification were also important (Table 5.03).  


The model shows that victims of crime, women, and those who had lived in the area for
two years or more had higher odds of perceiving that the local crime rate had increased. 
The odds of perceiving that the local crime rate had gone up were lowest for people who 
had lived in the area for less than two years and increased with the length of time the 
person had lived in the area.  


This model can be used to examine the relative likelihood of perceiving that the local crime 
rate had increased for people with different demographic characteristics. For example, 
assuming all other characteristics in the model remain constant, the model predicts that a 
person who had lived in the area for more than ten years was about two and a half times as 
likely as a person who had lived in the area for one year to perceive that crime had 
increased in the local area. However, if the same person who had lived in the area for more 
than ten years had also experienced crime in the last 12 months they were around four
times as likely to perceive that crime had increased locally as the person who had lived in 
the area for one year and had not experienced crime in the last 12 months.  


Perceptions of the national crime rate  


Logistic regression shows that the characteristics that contributed most to perceiving that 
the national crime rate had increased were a person’s newspaper readership, highest 
qualification and their sex. However, other variables such as the type of area a person 
lived in, employment status and having a long-standing illness or disability were also 
important (Table 5.04).  


The model shows that newspaper readership was the strongest predictor of perceiving that 
the national crime rate had gone up. Those reading ‘broadsheet’ newspapers (such as The 
Guardian or The Independent) had lower odds of perceiving that the national crime rate had 
increased than those reading ‘popular’ newspapers (such as The Sun or The Daily Star).  


The model shows that women had higher odds of perceiving that the national crime rate 
had increased than men. People with qualifications below degree or diploma level
(particularly those with no qualifications) also had higher odds of thinking that the national 
crime rate had gone up than those who held a degree or diploma level qualification. 


This model can be used to examine the relative likelihood of perceiving that the national 
crime rate had increased for people with different demographic characteristics. For 
example, assuming all other characteristics in the model remain constant, the model 
predicts that a woman was almost one and a half times as likely as a man to perceive that 
crime had increased nationally. However, if the same woman also read a ‘popular’ 
newspaper she was around twice as likely to perceive that crime had increased nationally 
as a man who read a broadsheet newspaper. Perceptions of the national crime rate varied 
less across different demographic characteristics than for perceptions of the local crime 
rate.  


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics. 
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Likelihood of victimisation and worry about crime 


In addition to questions on perceptions of crime levels, the BCS also asks how likely people 
think it is that they will be a victim of crime in the next 12 months. The perceived likelihood4 of 
being a victim of crime decreased in 2009/10 compared with the previous year5, for both 
violent crime (from 17% to 15%) and car crime (from 24% to 21%). However, as in previous 
years there is a disparity between the perceived likelihood of being a victim of crime and the 
actual risk; for example 15 per cent of people thought they were very or fairly likely to be a 
victim of burglary in the next year compared with an actual risk of two per cent (Figure 5.3). 
Although the disparity between people’s perceptions and their actual risk of crime is large, 
people were more likely to perceive they were very or fairly likely to become a victim of more 
common crime types (such as car crime) than less common crimes (such as violent crime or 
burglary). 


Perceptions of the likelihood of becoming a victim of crime varied with demographic and 
socio-economic factors. For example, people living in the most deprived areas and those 
living in areas where physical disorder6 was assessed as high perceived a higher likelihood 
that they would be a victim of crime across all three crime types7. For a full breakdown by 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics, see Tables 5.05 and 5.06. 


Figure 5.3 Perceptions of likelihood of victimisation and actual risk by individual crime 
type, 2009/10 BCS 
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In terms of worry about crime8, the 2009/10 BCS shows a decrease in the proportion of 
people with high levels of worry about car crime from 12 per cent in 2008/09 to ten per cent in 
2009/10. Changes in the proportion of people with a high level of worry about being a victim 
of burglary or violent crime between 2008/09 and 2009/10 were not statistically significant 
(Table 5.07). For a full breakdown by demographic and socio-economic characteristics, see 
Tables 5.08 and 5.09 and for details of the socio-demographic factors most strongly 
associated with high levels of worry about crime see Kershaw et al., 2008. 


                                                
4 See Section 6.1 of the User Guide for details of measures of likelihood of victimisation. 
5 See Walker et al., 2009. 
6 See Section 7.1 of the User Guide for definition of physical disorder.  
7 See Chapter 4 for information about the characteristics associated with risk of burglary and car crime and Chapter 3 
for information about the characteristics associated with risk of violent crime. 
8 See Section 6.1 of the User Guide for definitions of the worry about crime indicators. 
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5.4 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 


The BCS has included questions for a number of years on perceptions of a range of 
behaviours which may impinge on the quality of people’s lives, including questions about how 
much of a problem different types of anti-social behaviours are in the local area. Since 
2001/02 seven of these questions have been used to create an overall index to provide a 
measure of those with a high level of perceived anti-social behaviour (ASB).9 


The 2009/10 BCS shows that the proportion of people with a high level of perceived ASB has 
shown a decrease (from 17% to 14%) compared with the 2008/09 BCS. For six of the seven 
strands that make up the composite ASB measure, there was a fall in the proportion of people 
perceiving them to be a problem in their local area compared with 2008/09 (Table 5.10).  


The largest fall was for people perceiving vandalism or graffiti to be a problem (from 27% in 
2008/09 to 23% in 2009/10). Decreases were also observed for the proportion of people 
perceiving a problem with teenagers hanging around (30% in 2008/09 compared with 27% in 
2009/10), rubbish or litter lying around (from 30% to 28%), people being drunk or rowdy (from 
26% to 24%), people using or dealing drugs (from 27% to 26%) and problems with 
abandoned or burnt-out cars (from 6% to 5%). The remaining strand, the proportion of people 
perceiving a problem with noisy neighbours or loud parties, showed no statistically significant 
change between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS. 


Longer-term trend analysis shows that following a fall between 2002/03 and 2003/04 from 21 
per cent to 16 per cent, there was a slight increase between 2003/04 and 2006/07 in the 
proportion of people with a high level of perceived ASB. The current level is the lowest since 
the measure was introduced in the survey in 2001/02, following falls in the proportion of 
people with a high level of perceived ASB since 2006/07 (Table 5.10). 


Across the individual indicators, the greatest decrease has been in the proportion of people 
perceiving problems with abandoned or burnt-out cars, which peaked at 25 per cent in 
2002/03 and has subsequently fallen each year since, down to five per cent in 2009/10. In 
previous years the reduction in this one strand was largely responsible for driving falls in the 
composite measure. However, the reduction in the overall measure of ASB between 2008/09 
and 2009/10 reflects falls in the proportion of people perceiving a problem with almost all 
strands of ASB (with the exception of perceptions of noisy neighbours; Figure 5.4).  


Figure 5.4 Perceptions of anti-social behaviour by strand, 2001/02 to 2009/10 BCS 
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9 See Section 6.2 of the User Guide for definition of anti-social behaviour. 
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  Public perceptions 


There were considerable differences across demographic and socio-economic groups in 
perceptions of ASB, particularly within area-based characteristics. Not surprisingly, 
perceptions varied by the level of deprivation and physical disorder in an area (Tables 5.11 
and Table 5.12). For example: 


• Twenty-eight per cent of people living in the most deprived areas had high levels of 
perceived ASB compared with six per cent of people in the least deprived areas. 


• Those living in an area with a high level of physical disorder were more likely to have a 
high level of perceived ASB than those living in an area in which the physical disorder 
was not high (36% and 13% respectively). 


Perceptions of ASB also varied with age and experience of crime. Adults aged 16 to 24 years 
were more likely to have high levels of perceived ASB (21%) than older age groups. Those 
aged 75 years and over were least likely to have high levels of perceived ASB (3%). A quarter 
(26%) of those who had been a victim of crime in the previous 12 months had high levels of 
perceived ASB, compared with around one in ten (11%) of those who had not been a victim of 
crime.  


Many of the demographic and socio-economic characteristics will be closely associated so 
caution is needed in the interpretation of the effect of these different characteristics when 
viewed in isolation. Further analysis using logistic regression can be used to control for 
interrelated characteristics and to identify which characteristics are independently associated 
with perceptions of ASB. It can also be used to identify which characteristics most strongly 
influence perceptions; see Box 5.2 for more details. 
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5.5 CONFIDENCE IN THE POLICE AND LOCAL PARTNERS 


The BCS has always included measures of public perceptions of the police. Questions have 
varied over time, ranging from ratings of the local police in terms of how good a job they do to 
perceptions of specific aspects of policing (see Section 5.6). Questions were introduced in 
October 2007 to cover partnership working between the police and local agencies in relation 
to anti-social behaviour and crime in the local area. The following analysis considers the 
variation in perceptions of the police across demographic and socio-economic groups. 
However, a general finding is that the variability for measures discussed in this and the next 
section are not as great as seen for other attitudinal measures contained in this chapter (such 
as perceptions of ASB). 


The 2009/10 BCS shows there has been an increase in the proportion of people agreeing that 
the police and local councils are dealing with the anti-social behaviour and crime issues that 
matter in the local area, from 49 per cent in 2008/09 to 51 per cent in 2009/10 (Figure 5.5). 


Box 5.2 Analysis of levels of perceived ASB using logistic regression 


Logistic regression can be used to estimate how much the likelihood of having a high level 
of perceived anti-social behaviour (ASB) is increased or reduced according to different 
characteristics or behaviours, taking into account the fact that some variables may be 
interrelated. It can also be used to identify the characteristics that most strongly influence 
perceptions. Although logistic regression can be used to explore associations between 
variables, it does not necessarily imply causation and results should be treated as indicative 
rather than conclusive.  


Logistic regression shows that although many personal and area characteristics were 
associated with the likelihood of having a high level of perceived ASB, the characteristics 
that contributed most were Output Area Classification, experience of crime and age. 
However, other variables such as the level of deprivation in an area, the level of physical 
disorder in an area, and the length of time a person had lived in an area were also important
(Table 5.13). 


The logistic regression confirms that area-based characteristics were important as 
predictors of the likelihood of having a high level of perceived ASB, with Output Area 
Classification being the strongest predictor. Those who lived in areas classified as 
Countryside had the lowest odds of having a high level of perceived ASB; all other area 
types had greater odds, notably areas classified as Multicultural, Constrained by 
circumstances and Blue collar communities. 


The model shows that victims of crime and those aged 16 to 24 had greater odds of 
having a high level of perceived ASB. Being a victim of crime in the last 12 months 
increased a person’s odds of having a high level of perceived ASB compared with those 
who had not been a victim of crime. The model also shows the odds of having a high level 
of perceived ASB generally decreased with age; those aged 16 to 24 had higher odds of 
having a high level of perceived ASB than older age groups.  


This model can be used to examine the relative likelihood of having a high level of 
perceived ASB for people with different demographic characteristics. For example, 
assuming all other characteristics in the model remain constant, the model predicts that a 
19 year old was more than twice as likely to have a high level of perceived ASB compared 
with a 69 year old. However, if the same 19 year old lived in a Multicultural area, they were 
around nine times as likely to have a high level of perceived ASB as a 69 year old that lived 
in a Countryside area.  


For more information on the methodology and interpretation of logistic regression presented 
here, see Section 8.4 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics. 
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  Public perceptions 


There was a related decrease in the proportion of respondents who disagreed with this 
statement (from 22% in 2008/09 to 20% in 2009/10) but no change for the proportion with no 
opinion (29%). There were also increases in the related measures:  


• that the police and local councils seek people’s views on crime and anti-social 
behaviour (from 45% in 2008/09 to 47% in 2009/10); and  


• that people are kept informed about how the police and local councils are dealing with 
anti-social behaviour and crime in the local area (from 39% in 2008/09 to 42% in 
2009/10).  


Figure 5.5 Confidence in the police and local councils, 2007/08 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. Estimates for 2007/08 are based on six months of data (between October 2007 and March 2008) as the questions 
were introduced in the middle of the 2007/08 survey year. 
2. ** denotes statistically significant change at five per cent level compared with 2008/09 for the proportion of those 
who agreed/had no opinion/disagreed. 
3. This question was introduced in April 2008. 
4. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information. 


Perceptions of the police and local council in dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime in 
the local area varied across demographics and socio-economic groups10 (see Tables 5.14 
and 5.15). For example: 


• Adults aged 65 or over were more likely to agree that the police and local council were 
dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime in the local area than younger age groups 
(particularly those aged 16 to 24). 


• People who had been a victim of crime in the last 12 months were less likely to agree 
that the police and local council were dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime in 
the local area than those who had not been a victim (45% compared with 53%).  


• There was no difference in those agreeing ‘the police and local council were dealing 
with anti-social behaviour and crime in the local area’ between people who had contact 
with the police or no contact (51% and 52% respectively). Previous analysis of the 
2008/09 BCS showed agreement is instead influenced by the level of satisfaction 
people have with this contact (see Walker et al., 2009 for further details). 


                                                
10 For a more detailed discussion of the factors most strongly associated with perceptions of the police and local 
council see Thorpe, 2009. 
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• Those who had high levels of perceived ASB were less likely to agree (37%) that the 
police and local council were dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime in the local 
area than those who did not have high levels of perceived ASB (54%). 


New questions were introduced to the 2009/10 BCS to measure respondents’ awareness of 
neighbourhood policing teams11 in their local area. Overall, 39 per cent (data not shown) of 
people were aware of their local neighbourhood policing team and this group were 
considerably more likely to agree that the police and local council were dealing with the anti-
social behaviour and crime issues in the local area than those who were not aware (62% 
compared with 46%). Those who were aware were also more likely to agree that the police 
and local council seek people’s views (59% compared with 40%) and keep people informed 
(56% compared with 34%) about the ASB and crime issues in the local area (Tables 5.14 and 
5.16).  


5.6 RATINGS AND PERCEPTIONS OF THE LOCAL POLICE 


The BCS continues to measure perceptions of the local police both in general terms and in 
specific aspects of their work. The 2009/10 BCS shows that 56 per cent of people thought the 
police in their local area were doing a good or excellent job, up from 53 per cent in 2008/09. 
There was also an improvement in perceptions of the police for four of the specific aspects of 
policing measured by the BCS and for overall confidence in the local police in 2009/10 
compared with the previous year (Table 5c). 


Table 5c  Ratings and perceptions of the local police, 2005/06 to 2009/10 BCS 
 
Percentages


2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Statistically 
significant 


change, 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Ratings of local police:
How good a job do you think the police are doing? 50 51 53 53 56 **


Perceptions of police in local area:
Can be relied on to be there when you need them 47 47 48 48 50 **
Would treat you with respect if you had contact with 
them 82 83 83 84 84
Treat everyone fairly regardless of who they are 63 62 64 65 65
Can be relied on to deal with minor crimes 42 41 43 46 48 **
Understand the issues that affect this community 60 60 62 65 67 **
Are dealing with the things that matter to people in 
the community 49 49 51 54 56 **


Overall confidence in the local police1 63 64 65 67 69 **


Unweighted base 2 47,367 46,855 46,627 45,960 44,293


England & Wales, BCS


Percentage saying good or excellent 


Percentage saying tend to /strongly agree 


 
 
1. Based on question 'taking everything into account I have confidence in the police in this area'. 
2. Unweighted base refers to overall confidence in the local police. Bases for other measures will be similar. 
3. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information. 


These indicators show there were high levels of agreement that the police treat people with 
respect (84%) and fairly (65%) as well as understanding the issues that affect the local 
community (67%). There was less confidence that the police could be relied on to deal with 
minor crimes (48%) or be there when needed (50%), although increases were observed for 
both measures between the 2008/09 and 2009/10 BCS.  


                                                
11 The key elements of neighbourhood policing are: the presence of visible, accessible and locally known police 
officers and police community support officers (PCSOs); community engagement in identifying priorities; and, 
targeted policing and problem solving to tackle public concerns in the neighbourhood. 
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  Public perceptions 


Ratings of the local police and perceptions of specific aspects of their work varied according 
to certain demographic and socio-demographic characteristics (Tables 5.18 to 5.21). 
However, despite the variation amongst different groups, logistic regression of the 2008/09 
BCS12 showed that attitudinal factors are better predictors of attitudes to the police than 
demographic and socio-economic characteristics (see Myhill and Beak, 2008). 


Some questions on policing have changed over survey years following specific Government 
priorities and targets. In 2009/10 questions were included about the policing pledge13; a full 
breakdown of responses to these questions for 2009/10 can be found in Table 5.22.  


Victim satisfaction with the police  


For incidents that the police came to know about, the BCS asks victims of crime how satisfied 
overall they were with the way the police handled the matter. Victims were very or fairly 
satisfied in 69 per cent of incidents that the police came to know about. This is an increase 
from the level found in the 2008/09 BCS (64%). Prior longer-term trends have shown that 
victim satisfaction with the police fell in the 1990s but since 2000 has remained broadly flat 
between 58 per cent and 59 per cent until the increases seen in the 2008/09 and 2009/10 
BCS (Figure 5.6). 


Figure 5.6 Victim satisfaction with the police, 1992 to 2009/10 BCS 
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1. ** denotes statistically significant change at five per cent level for the proportion of those who were very satisfied 
for the last two survey years only.  
2. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information. 
3.  Prior to 2008/09, figures for victim satisfaction include incidents experienced in the month of interview. From 
2008/09, figures exclude incidents that took place in the month of interview for consistency with incidence and 
prevalence rates presented elsewhere. 


The BCS also asks respondents who had contact with the police in the last 12 months how 
satisfied they were with the way the police handled the matter. The 2009/10 BCS shows that 
83 per cent of adults were satisfied with contact that was initiated by the police and 72 per 


                                                
12 See Walker et al., 2009, for a further discussion of the demographic and socio-economic factors associated with 
these questions. 
13 All 43 police forces signed up to the policing pledge in December 2008. It set out the standards that the public 
could expect from the police in terms of fairness, access to services, local policing, response to calls, support and 
information for victims and dealing with dissatisfaction. The current Government recently announced its intention to 
abandon the policing pledge as part of its plans to remove centrally imposed targets on the police. 
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cent were satisfied with the police when they initiated contact themselves. The proportion of 
people who were satisfied with contact that was initiated by them has increased compared 
with the 2008/09 BCS (from 67% to 72%) but the apparent increase (from 80% to 83%) in 
satisfaction with police-initiated contact was not statistically significant (data not shown). 


5.7 CONFIDENCE IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 


In October 2007 the BCS introduced a new set of questions relating to the fairness and 
effectiveness of the CJS. The 2009/10 BCS shows that the proportion of people who thought 
that the CJS as a whole was fair increased compared with the 2008/09 BCS (from 58.5% to 
59.4%). The proportion of people who thought that the CJS as a whole was effective also 
showed an increase from 38 per cent to 41 per cent (Table 5d). 


Table 5d Confidence in the criminal justice system, 2007/08 to 2009/10 BCS 
 
Percentages


2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 Statistically 
significant change, 


2008/09 to 2009/10


Confident that:


the CJS as a whole is fair 56.0 58.5 59.4 **
the CJS as a whole is effective 37.0 38.3 40.7 **


Unweighted base 1 9,774 44,707 43,086


England & Wales, BCS


 
 
1. 2007/08 data on fairness and effectiveness are based on interviews with half of the 3rd and 4th quarters of 
2007/08. Unweighted bases refer to questions on the fairness of the criminal justice system. Bases for the 
effectiveness question will be similar in each year. Previous questions on the CJS have not shown seasonality 
effects. 
2. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary 
slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information. 


Levels of confidence in the CJS varied by demographic and socio-economic characteristics. 
For example, the proportion of people thinking the CJS is fair or effective was higher amongst 
younger people (Tables 5.23 and 5.24). For a more detailed discussion of the socio-
demographic characteristics associated with confidence in the CJS see Walker et al., 2009. 
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
National Local Unweighted 


base 1
National Local Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 66 31 10,966 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 74 30 3,077


Age Limits activities 75 32 2,162
16-24 64 40 918 Does not limit activities 70 27 915
25-34 62 31 1,489 No long-standing illness or disability 64 31 7,873
35-44 63 32 1,925
45-54 66 29 1,835 Internet usage
55-64 69 28 1,884 Used in last 12 months 66 31 3,653
65-74 73 29 1,546 Not used in last 12 months 77 31 1,909
75+ 75 25 1,369


Overall level of perceived ASB
Sex High 77 55 1,403
Men 62 27 4,942 Not high 64 26 8,941
Women 70 34 6,024


Newspaper of choice
Ethnic group 'Popular' 72 31 6,715
White 67 30 10,173 The Sun 73 34 2,384
Non-White 65 38 781 The Daily Mirror 70 34 1,185


Mixed 63 42 78 The Daily Mail 72 32 2,260
Asian or Asian British 68 44 347 The Daily Express 71 27 631
Black or Black British 62 30 216 The Daily Star 75 30 255
Chinese or other 58 26 140 'Broadsheet' 52 24 2,607


The Daily Telegraph 65 23 850
Marital status The Guardian 44 31 591
Married 67 29 5,177 The Independent 45 23 289
Cohabiting 65 34 997 The Times 51 25 770
Single 63 35 2,259 The Financial Times 52 30 107
Separated 68 34 323 Some other newspaper 61 37 149
Divorced 69 31 976 No one newspaper in particular 67 32 101
Widowed 73 28 1,233 Would not want to read any newspaper 67 29 1,307


Respondent's employment status TV news viewing
In employment 64 31 5,951 Local news only 73 37 192
Unemployed 53 29 312 National news only 60 35 861
Economically inactive 71 30 4,684 Both national and local news 67 30 8,980


Student 61 39 288 Do not watch news on TV 66 32 785


Looking after family/home 68 35 598
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 74 33 483 Perception of local crime rate
Retired 73 27 3,160 Higher than average 77 . 949
Other inactive 71 24 155 Lower than average 65 . 5,675


About average 66 . 4,174
Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 59 28 3,643 Confidence in police & local council dealing with issues
Intermediate occupations 70 31 2,204 Agree 64 27 5,441
Routine and manual occupations 72 32 4,221 No opinion 66 27 3,171
Never worked and long-term unemployed 65 33 385 Disagree 73 45 2,089
Full-time students 62 36 416
Not classified 67 31 97 Experience of crime in last 12 months


Victim 66 44 2,157
Highest qualification Not a victim 67 27 8,809
Degree or diploma 57 27 3,518
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 66 33 1,798
O level/GCSE 70 33 2,149
Other 67 35 464
None 75 31 3,019


1. Unweighted base refers to perceived change in national crime. Bases for local crime will be similar.


Table 5.01  Perceptions of changing crime levels by personal characteristics


Percentage saying that there is 'a little more' 
or 'a lot more' crime than two years ago


Percentage saying that there is 'a little more' 
or 'a lot more' crime than two years ago


3. Perceptions of local crime levels used to be asked of the whole sample that had lived at their address for three or more years. Since 2008/09 this question has been asked of a quarter of the sample irrespective of how long they have lived at their address. However, to allow for trend comparisons
respondents who have lived at their address for less than three years  have been excluded from the 2008/09 and 2009/10 figures. 


2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for definitions of personal characteristics.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
National Local Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 66 31 10,966


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 68 39 591
Adults & child(ren) 64 33 2,370
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 67 30 8,005


Total household income
Less than £10,000 71 32 1,543
£10,000 less than £20,000 70 32 2,126
£20,000 less than £30,000 69 30 1,532
£30,000 less than £40,000 64 26 1,123
£40,000 less than £50,000 61 29 734
£50,000 or more 57 27 1,537
No income stated or not enough information provided 69 34 2,363


Tenure
Owner occupiers 67 29 7,580
Social renters 72 36 1,808
Private renters 60 34 1,549


Accommodation type 
Houses 67 30 9,400


Detached 66 27 2,913
Semi-detached 68 30 3,502
Terraced 68 33 2,985


Flats/maisonettes 60 36 1,377
Other accommodation 82 44 30


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 73 31 1,856
City living 52 34 461
Countryside 68 23 1,697
Prospering suburbs 66 28 2,651
Constrained by circumstances 72 32 1,081
Typical traits 65 31 2,288
Multicultural 62 39 932


Area type
Urban 66 32 8,142
Rural 68 26 2,824


Level of physical disorder
High 67 39 591
Not high 66 30 10,276


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 69 32 1,931
Other output areas 67 31 6,043
20% least deprived output areas 62 28 2,046


1. Unweighted base refers to perceived change in national crime. Bases for local crime will be similar.
2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Percentage saying that there is 'a little more' 
or 'a lot more' crime than two years ago


Table 5.02  Perceptions of changing crime levels by household and area characteristics


3. Perceptions of local crime levels used to be asked of the whole sample that had lived at their address for three or more 
years. Since 2008/09 this question has been asked of a quarter of the sample irrespective of how long they have lived at 
their address. However, to allow for trend comparisons respondents who have lived at their address for less than three years 
have been excluded from the 2008/09 and 2009/10 figures. 
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England, 2009/10 BCS
Variables3


  


ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff standard error p-value1 odds-ratio2  


-1.44 -3.13 -3.40 Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Age**
0.59 0.000 1.81 0.82 0.000 2.27 0.82 0.15 0.000 2.27 1.68 - 3.07 16-24
0.19 0.064 1.21 0.43 0.002 1.53 0.42 0.14 0.002 1.53 1.16 - 2.01 25-34
0.36 0.000 1.43 0.47 0.000 1.59 0.46 0.13 0.000 1.59 1.23 - 2.04 35-44
0.25 0.010 1.29 0.31 0.012 1.37 0.32 0.13 0.011 1.38 1.08 - 1.76 45-54
0.26 0.010 1.29 0.29 0.013 1.33 0.28 0.12 0.017 1.32 1.05 - 1.66 55-64
0.23 0.029 1.26 0.24 0.030 1.28 0.24 0.11 0.035 1.27 1.02 - 1.59 65-74


1.00 1.00 1.00 75+


0.000 0.000 0.000 Sex**
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male 


0.32 0.000 1.38 0.33 0.000 1.39 0.33 0.05 0.000 1.39 1.26 - 1.53 Female


0.003 0.013 0.011 Ethnic group**
1.00 1.00 1.00 White


0.21 0.003 1.24 0.21 0.013 1.23 0.21 0.08 0.011 1.24 1.05 - 1.46 Non-white


0.014 0.235 0.167 Long-standing illness/disability
0.14 0.014 1.15 0.07 0.235 1.07 0.08 0.06 0.167 1.09 0.97 - 1.22 Long-standing illness/disability


1.00 1.00 1.00 No long-standing illness/disability


0.093 0.119 Respondent's occupation
1.00 1.00 Managerial/professional occupations


0.03 0.692 1.03 0.01 0.07 0.843 1.01 0.88 - 1.17 Intermediate occupations
0.00 0.981 1.00 -0.02 0.07 0.742 0.98 0.86 - 1.12 Routine and manual occupations


-0.12 0.398 0.89 -0.11 0.14 0.415 0.89 0.68 - 1.17 Never worked/long-term unemployed
-0.34 0.008 0.71 -0.34 0.13 0.008 0.71 0.56 - 0.91 Full-time students
0.18 0.565 1.19 0.19 0.31 0.538 1.21 0.66 - 2.21 Not classified


0.022 0.028 Employment status**
1.00 1.00 In employment


-0.38 0.006 0.69 -0.37 0.14 0.008 0.69 0.52 - 0.91 Unemployed
-0.05 0.450 0.95 -0.05 0.08 0.478 0.95 0.81 - 1.10 Economically inactive


0.000 0.000 Experience of crime in last 12 months**
0.63 0.000 1.87 0.63 0.06 0.000 1.88 1.68 - 2.09 Victim


1.00 1.00 Not a victim


0.789 0.786 Marital status
0.09 0.447 1.09 0.08 0.11 0.492 1.08 0.86 - 1.35 Married
0.12 0.392 1.13 0.11 0.14 0.419 1.12 0.85 - 1.47 Cohabiting
0.01 0.913 1.01 0.00 0.13 0.983 1.00 0.77 - 1.30 Single
0.17 0.368 1.18 0.16 0.19 0.399 1.17 0.81 - 1.69 Separated
0.03 0.839 1.03 0.02 0.15 0.891 1.02 0.76 - 1.37 Divorced


1.00 1.00 Widowed


0.003 0.011 Highest qualification**
1.00 1.00 Degree or diploma


0.15 0.043 1.16 0.12 0.07 0.098 1.13 0.98 - 1.31 Apprenticeship or A/AS level
0.13 0.076 1.14 0.10 0.07 0.179 1.11 0.96 - 1.28 O level/GCSE
0.45 0.000 1.563 0.42 0.12 0.001 1.52 1.19 - 1.93 Other
0.22 0.006 1.25 0.19 0.08 0.017 1.21 1.03 - 1.43 None


0.001 0.001 Household income**
0.30 0.009 1.35 0.31 0.12 0.008 1.36 1.08 - 1.70 Under £10,000
0.32 0.001 1.38 0.33 0.10 0.001 1.38 1.14 - 1.68 £10,000-£19,999
0.15 0.141 1.16 0.15 0.10 0.139 1.16 0.95 - 1.41 £20,000-£29,999


1.00 1.00 £30,000-£39,999
0.22 0.051 1.24 0.23 0.11 0.042 1.25 1.01 - 1.56 £40,000-£49,999
0.15 0.128 1.16 0.17 0.10 0.076 1.19 0.98 - 1.44 £50,000 or more
0.38 0.000 1.46 0.39 0.09 0.000 1.47 1.23 - 1.76 No income stated/not enough information


0.026 0.042 Tenure type**
-0.06 0.462 0.95 -0.05 0.08 0.478 0.95 0.82 - 1.10 Owner occupiers
0.15 0.104 1.16 0.14 0.09 0.134 1.15 0.96 - 1.37 Social renters


1.00 1.00 Private renters


0.000 0.000 Time living in area**
1.00 1.00 Less than 2 years


0.44 0.000 1.55 0.45 0.11 0.000 1.56 1.26 - 1.95 2-5 years
0.89 0.000 2.43 0.90 0.11 0.000 2.46 1.97 - 3.05 5-10 years
0.97 0.000 2.64 0.98 0.10 0.000 2.67 2.19 - 3.26 Longer


0.091 0.149 Output Area Classification
0.16 0.139 1.18 0.15 0.11 0.181 1.16 0.93 - 1.44 Blue collar communities
0.26 0.067 1.29 0.26 0.14 0.071 1.29 0.98 - 1.70 City living


1.00 1.00 Countryside
0.22 0.030 1.24 0.20 0.10 0.049 1.22 1.00 - 1.48 Prospering suburbs
0.33 0.008 1.39 0.31 0.13 0.013 1.37 1.07 - 1.75 Constrained by circumstances
0.19 0.064 1.21 0.17 0.10 0.101 1.19 0.97 - 1.46 Typical traits
0.35 0.005 1.42 0.32 0.12 0.011 1.37 1.07 - 1.75 Multicultural


0.005 0.004 Employment deprivation index**
-0.25 0.009 0.78 -0.26 0.10 0.007 0.77 0.64 - 0.93 20% most deprived output areas
-0.02 0.767 0.98 -0.03 0.07 0.678 0.97 0.85 - 1.11 Other output areas


1.00 1.00 20% least deprived output areas


0.922 0.967 Type of area
0.01 0.922 1.01 0.00 0.07 0.967 1.00 0.86 - 1.15 Urban


1.00 1.00 Rural


0.051 0.052 Level of physical disorder
0.19 0.051 1.21 0.19 0.10 0.052 1.21 1.00 - 1.46 High


1.00 1.00 Low


0.092 0.098 Crime and disorder index
0.12 0.190 1.13 0.13 0.09 0.180 1.13 0.94 - 1.36 20% most deprived output areas
0.15 0.030 1.16 0.15 0.07 0.032 1.16 1.01 - 1.32 Other output areas


1.00 1.00 20% least deprived output areas


0.155 Time away from home (weekdays)
1.00 Less than 3 hours


0.12 0.07 0.096 1.12 0.98 - 1.29 3-7 hours
0.02 0.08 0.777 1.02 0.88 - 1.19 More than 7 hours


0.022 Newspaper readership**
0.18 0.06 0.006 1.19 1.05 - 1.35 Popular


1.00 Broadsheet
0.30 0.19 0.121 1.35 0.92 - 1.97 Some other newspaper
0.47 0.23 0.043 1.60 1.01 - 2.54 No one newspaper in particular
0.07 0.09 0.449 1.07 0.90 - 1.28 Would not want to read any newspaper


0.007 TV news viewing**
0.23 0.18 0.195 1.26 0.89 - 1.80 Local news only
0.36 0.11 0.001 1.44 1.15 - 1.80 National news only
0.13 0.09 0.144 1.14 0.96 - 1.36 Both local and national news


1.00 Does not watch news on TV


9,363 9,363 9,363 Unweighted base4


0.015 0.069 0.073 Nagelkerke R square5


11450.520 (df=9) 11075.548 (df=49)** -2 log-likelihood6


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


Table 5.03 Explanatory factors associated with perceptions of local crime rate


Dependent Variable: Level of perceived crime in local area since two years ago; Gone up a little/a lot (1),  Stayed the same or gone down (0)


Confidence Interval


1. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.
11049.672 (df=52)**


7. See Section 7 of the User Guide for definitions of personal, household and area characteristics.
6. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).


2. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
3.  '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.


5. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
4.  The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model. Wales is not included in this analysis due to the inclusion of the deprivation index in the model, which only covers England.
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England, 2009/10 BCS
Variables3


  


ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff standard error p-value1 odds-ratio2  


0.32 -0.49 -0.61 Constant


0.00 0.65 0.41 Age
0.01 0.86 1.01 -0.05 0.63 0.95 -0.05 0.10 0.62 0.95 0.79 - 1.15 16-24


1.00 1.00 1.00 25-34
0.04 0.61 1.04 -0.04 0.60 0.96 -0.02 0.08 0.77 0.98 0.84 - 1.14 35-44
0.15 0.05 1.16 -0.01 0.88 0.99 0.02 0.08 0.78 1.02 0.87 - 1.20 45-54
0.22 0.01 1.24 0.02 0.86 1.02 0.07 0.09 0.45 1.07 0.89 - 1.29 55-64
0.37 0.00 1.45 0.10 0.40 1.10 0.17 0.11 0.15 1.18 0.94 - 1.48 65-74
0.46 0.00 1.59 0.20 0.13 1.22 0.27 0.13 0.04 1.30 1.01 - 1.69 75+


0.00 0.00 0.00 Sex**
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male 


0.35 0.00 1.41 0.32 0.00 1.37 0.34 0.05 0.00 1.40 1.28 - 1.54 Female


0.83 0.01 0.01 Ethnic group**
-0.01 0.83 0.99 -0.21 0.01 0.81 -0.22 0.08 0.01 0.80 0.69 - 0.94 White


1.00 1.00 1.00 Non-white


0.00 0.00 0.00 Long-standing illness/disability**
0.29 0.00 1.34 0.23 0.00 1.25 0.23 0.06 0.00 1.25 1.11 - 1.41 Long-standing illness/disability


1.00 1.00 1.00 No long-standing illness/disability


0.00 0.01 Respondent's occupation**
1.00 1.00 Managerial/professional occupations


0.25 0.00 1.28 0.21 0.07 0.00 1.24 1.09 - 1.41 Intermediate occupations
0.18 0.00 1.19 0.10 0.06 0.11 1.11 0.98 - 1.25 Routine and manual occupations


-0.12 0.37 0.89 -0.17 0.14 0.22 0.85 0.65 - 1.11 Never worked/long-term unemployed
0.02 0.89 1.02 0.03 0.12 0.81 1.03 0.81 - 1.30 Full-time students


-0.06 0.81 0.94 -0.07 0.28 0.79 0.93 0.54 - 1.60 Not classified


0.00 0.00 Employment status**
1.00 1.00 In employment


-0.56 0.00 0.57 -0.44 0.12 0.00 0.64 0.51 - 0.82 Unemployed
-0.06 0.39 0.94 0.02 0.08 0.75 1.02 0.88 - 1.19 Economically inactive


0.08 0.06 Experience of crime in last 12 months
1.00 1.00 Victim


-0.09 0.08 0.91 -0.10 0.05 0.06 0.90 0.81 - 1.00 Not a victim


0.36 0.34 Marital status
0.08 0.26 1.09 0.09 0.08 0.22 1.10 0.95 - 1.27 Married
0.10 0.24 1.11 0.09 0.09 0.30 1.10 0.92 - 1.30 Cohabiting


1.00 1.00 Single
0.09 0.61 1.09 0.08 0.17 0.63 1.09 0.77 - 1.52 Separated
0.06 0.59 1.07 0.06 0.12 0.63 1.06 0.84 - 1.34 Divorced


-0.14 0.28 0.87 -0.14 0.13 0.28 0.87 0.68 - 1.12 Widowed


0.00 0.00 Highest qualification**
1.00 1.00 Degree or diploma


0.32 0.00 1.38 0.22 0.07 0.00 1.24 1.09 - 1.42 Apprenticeship or A/AS level
0.42 0.00 1.52 0.27 0.07 0.00 1.32 1.15 - 1.50 O level/GCSE
0.24 0.04 1.27 0.09 0.12 0.46 1.09 0.87 - 1.37 Other
0.52 0.00 1.68 0.36 0.08 0.00 1.44 1.23 - 1.67 None


0.00 0.01 Household income**
0.26 0.01 1.30 0.19 0.11 0.07 1.21 0.98 - 1.49 Under £10,000
0.20 0.02 1.22 0.13 0.09 0.15 1.14 0.96 - 1.35 £10,000-£19,999
0.30 0.00 1.35 0.24 0.08 0.00 1.27 1.08 - 1.50 £20,000-£29,999
0.05 0.53 1.05 -0.01 0.09 0.93 0.99 0.84 - 1.17 £30,000-£39,999
0.06 0.50 1.07 -0.02 0.09 0.83 0.98 0.81 - 1.18 £40,000-£49,999


1.00 1.00 £50,000 or more
0.27 0.00 1.31 0.21 0.08 0.01 1.23 1.06 - 1.44 No income stated/not enough information


0.09 0.06 Tenure type
0.15 0.03 1.16 0.16 0.07 0.02 1.17 1.03 - 1.34 Owner occupiers
0.14 0.12 1.15 0.13 0.09 0.14 1.14 0.96 - 1.35 Social renters


1.00 1.00 Private renters


0.65 0.86 Time living in area
1.00 1.00 Less than 1 year


-0.07 0.60 0.93 -0.05 0.13 0.71 0.95 0.74 - 1.23 1-2 years
0.03 0.80 1.03 0.01 0.11 0.94 1.01 0.82 - 1.25 2-5 years


-0.01 0.90 0.99 -0.05 0.11 0.68 0.95 0.77 - 1.19 5-10 years
0.06 0.54 1.06 0.02 0.10 0.84 1.02 0.84 - 1.24 Longer


0.00 0.00 Output Area Classification**
0.63 0.00 1.88 0.51 0.12 0.00 1.66 1.32 - 2.08 Blue collar communities


1.00 1.00 City living
0.47 0.00 1.60 0.40 0.13 0.00 1.50 1.17 - 1.92 Countryside
0.50 0.00 1.65 0.39 0.11 0.00 1.48 1.20 - 1.83 Prospering suburbs
0.59 0.00 1.80 0.48 0.13 0.00 1.62 1.26 - 2.07 Constrained by circumstances
0.38 0.00 1.47 0.29 0.10 0.01 1.33 1.09 - 1.64 Typical traits
0.25 0.03 1.28 0.19 0.11 0.09 1.21 0.97 - 1.51 Multicultural


0.09 0.24 Employment deprivation index
1.00 1.00 20% most deprived output areas


0.06 0.39 1.06 0.08 0.07 0.24 1.08 0.95 - 1.24 Other output areas
-0.07 0.46 0.94 0.00 0.09 0.96 1.00 0.84 - 1.20 20% least deprived output areas


0.05 0.02 Type of area**
1.00 1.00 Urban


0.14 0.05 1.15 0.17 0.07 0.02 1.18 1.03 - 1.36 Rural


0.99 0.99 Level of physical disorder
0.00 0.99 1.00 0.00 0.10 0.99 1.00 0.83 - 1.21 High


1.00 1.00 Low


0.68 0.91 Crime and disorder index
1.00 1.00 20% most deprived output areas


0.04 0.50 1.04 0.01 0.06 0.87 1.01 0.89 - 1.15 Other output areas
0.01 0.95 1.01 -0.02 0.09 0.86 0.98 0.83 - 1.17 20% least deprived output areas


0.08 Time away from home (weekdays)
-0.12 0.08 0.12 0.89 0.76 - 1.03 Less than 3 hours
-0.14 0.06 0.03 0.87 0.77 - 0.99 3-7 hours


1.00 More than 7 hours


0.00 Newspaper readership**
0.60 0.06 0.00 1.82 1.63 - 2.03 Popular


1.00 Broadsheet
0.30 0.19 0.11 1.35 0.94 - 1.95 Some other newspaper
0.42 0.23 0.07 1.52 0.97 - 2.38 No one newspaper in particular
0.39 0.08 0.00 1.47 1.26 - 1.72 Would not want to read any newspaper


0.35 TV news viewing
0.29 0.18 0.11 1.34 0.94 - 1.93 Local news only


-0.01 0.11 0.92 0.99 0.80 - 1.22 National news only
-0.01 0.08 0.89 0.99 0.84 - 1.16 Both local and national news


1.00 Does not watch news on TV


9,668 9,668 9,668 Unweighted base4


0.02 0.07 0.08 Nagelkerke R square5


12575.680 (df=9) 12248.372 (df=50)** -2 log-likelihood6


Table 5.04 Explanatory factors associated with perceptions of national crime rate


Dependent Variable: Level of perceived crime nationally; gone up a little/lot (1), stayed same/gone down (0)


Confidence Interval


1. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.
12125.403 (df=59)**


7. See Section 7 of the User Guide for definitions of personal, household and area characteristics.


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


6. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).


2. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
3.  '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
4.  The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model. Wales is not included in this analysis due to the inclusion of the deprivation index in the model, which only covers England.
5. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Burglary Car crime Violent crime Unweighted 


base 1
Burglary Car crime Violent crime Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 15 21 15 10,911 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 16 22 15 3,013


Age Limits activities 15 23 16 2,180
16-24 15 19 24 858 Does not limit activities 16 19 13 831
25-34 19 23 19 1,453 No long-standing illness or disability 15 21 15 7,887
35-44 17 23 15 2,026
45-54 17 22 15 1,829 Internet usage
55-64 15 21 12 1,861 Used in last 12 months 17 22 16 3,669
65-74 14 17 11 1,520 Not used in last 12 months 16 23 16 1,860
75+ 9 14 7 1,364


Overall level of perceived ASB
Sex High 33 44 35 1,307
Men 14 19 15 4,942 Not high 12 17 12 9,031
Women 17 23 15 5,969


Newspaper of choice
Ethnic group 'Popular 17 23 17 6,658
White 14 19 13 10,128 The Sun 19 26 21 2,423
Non-White 26 35 31 770 The Daily Mirror 17 25 19 1,217


Mixed 19 30 30 71 The Daily Mail 15 20 13 2,137
Asian or Asian British 30 37 33 366 The Daily Express 13 21 11 617
Black or Black British 22 30 32 210 The Daily Star 14 28 12 264
Chinese or other 25 34 24 123 'Broadsheet' 12 15 11 2,608


The Daily Telegraph 13 16 8 834
Marital status The Guardian 10 14 12 596
Married 15 21 12 5,191 The Independent 8 13 7 264
Cohabiting 18 23 16 974 The Times 12 17 12 823
Single 15 21 23 2,146 The Financial Times 16 10 14 91
Separated 17 21 15 372 Some other newspaper 19 21 22 155
Divorced 16 24 17 976 No one newspaper in particular 17 23 20 90
Widowed 11 16 10 1,250 Would not want to read any newspaper 15 21 14 1,304


Respondent's employment status TV news viewing
In employment 16 21 15 5,922 Local news only 22 25 20 214
Unemployed 17 23 24 343 National news only 15 20 17 876
Economically inactive 14 19 15 4,632 Both national and local news 15 21 14 8,855


Student 11 19 22 260 Do not watch news on TV 16 20 19 823


Looking after family/home 22 26 18 637
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 19 22 21 442 Perception of local crime rate
Retired 12 17 10 3,133 Higher than average 31 39 31 930
Other inactive 14 21 24 160 Lower than average 9 14 10 5,820


About average 20 28 19 4,003
Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 14 18 11 3,672 Confidence in police & local council dealing with issues
Intermediate occupations 16 22 14 2,192 Strongly/tend to agree 13 18 14 5,623
Routine and manual occupations 16 23 18 4,148 Neither agree nor disagree 14 20 14 3,076
Never worked and long-term unemployed 19 26 21 432 Strongly/tend to disagree 23 30 21 1,942
Full-time students 12 18 20 394
Not classified 24 35 16 73 Experience of crime in last 12 months


Victim 23 30 23 2,167
Highest qualification Not a victim 13 18 13 8,744
Degree or diploma 14 19 13 3,571
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 16 22 16 1,811
O level/GCSE 16 22 17 2,173
Other 18 21 16 459
None 16 22 17 2,887


1. Unweighted base refers to perceived likelihood of being a victim of burglary. Bases for violent crime will be similar but for car crime will be slightly lower as this is based only on those residing in households owning, or with regular use of, a vehicle.
2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 5.05  Perceived likelihood of being a victim of crime by personal characteristics


Percentage saying 'very likely' or 'fairly likely' Percentage saying 'very likely' or 'fairly likely'
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Burglary Car crime Violent crime Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 15 21 15 10,911


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 22 26 22 527
Adults & child(ren) 18 22 16 2,401
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 14 20 15 7,983


Total household income
Less than £10,000 18 23 20 1,516
£10,000 less than £20,000 16 24 17 2,130
£20,000 less than £30,000 15 22 15 1,486
£30,000 less than £40,000 17 20 14 1,107
£40,000 less than £50,000 13 19 12 767
£50,000 or more 13 17 11 1,461
No income stated or not enough information provided 15 22 16 2,440


Tenure
Owner occupiers 14 19 12 7,558
Social renters 19 31 23 1,833
Private renters 16 21 21 1,487


Accommodation type 
Houses 15 21 14 9,359


Detached 12 15 7 2,875
Semi-detached 16 22 15 3,460
Terraced 17 25 19 3,024


Flats/maisonettes 16 25 22 1,348
Other accommodation 10 15 14 44


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 17 25 18 1,845
City living 15 29 19 486
Countryside 9 15 6 1,687
Prospering suburbs 13 16 10 2,647
Constrained by circumstances 17 22 18 1,098
Typical traits 13 20 14 2,256
Multicultural 26 34 31 892


Area type
Urban 17 23 17 8,048
Rural 10 15 8 2,863


Level of physical disorder
High 26 37 24 566
Not high 15 20 15 10,261


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 21 29 25 1,939
Other output areas 16 21 14 5,921
20% least deprived output areas 11 15 10 2,109


Table 5.06  Perceived likelihood of being a victim of crime by household and area characteristics


Percentage saying 'very likely' or 'fairly likely'


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


1. Unweighted base refers to perceived likelihood of being a victim of burglary. Bases for violent crime will be similar but for car crime will be 
slightly lower as this is based only on those residing in households owning, or with regular use of, a vehicle.
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS
1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/092,3 2009/10 Statistically 


significant 
change, 


2008/09 to 
2009/10


Burglary 19 26 22 19 19 15 15 13 12 13 13 12 11 10
Car crime n/a n/a n/a 22 21 17 17 15 13 14 13 12 12 10 **
Violent crime n/a n/a n/a 25 24 22 21 16 16 17 17 15 14 13


Unweighted base 1 10,044 14,502 7,973 14,925 19,388 32,765 36,427 37,872 45,046 47,713 47,122 46,888 11,510 11,167


3. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.


Table 5.07  Trends in worry about crime, 1992 to 2009/10 BCS


4. See Section 6.1 of the User Guide for more information on the definitions of the worry about crime indicators.


1. Unweighted bases refer to high levels of worry about burglary. Bases for violent crime will be similar but for car crime they will be slightly lower as based only on those residing in households owning, or with regular use of, a vehicle.
2. Questions on worry about crime were only asked of a quarter of the BCS sample from 2008/09.


Percentage with high level of worry about 4 :
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Percentages
Worry about 


burglary
Worry about car 


crime
Worry about 
violent crime


Unweighted 


base 1
Worry about 


burglary
Worry about car 


crime
Worry about 
violent crime


Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 10 10 13 11,167 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 13 10 15 3,256


Age Limits activities 15 11 16 2,306
16-24 10 18 16 939 Does not limit activities 9 9 13 949
25-34 12 13 15 1,495 No long-standing illness or disability 9 10 12 7,899
35-44 11 10 12 2,014
45-54 10 9 13 1,780 Internet usage
55-64 9 7 11 1,932 Used in last 12 months 8 10 11 3,758
65-74 10 9 12 1,580 Not used in last 12 months 13 12 18 1,882
75+ 9 5 8 1,427


Overall level of perceived ASB
Sex High 22 28 28 1,335
Men 8 10 7 5,042 Not high 8 8 10 9,290
Women 12 10 18 6,125


Newspaper of choice
Ethnic group 'Popular' 12 12 15 6,843
White 9 9 11 10,302 The Sun 14 15 16 2,474
Non-White 23 23 28 846 The Daily Mirror 12 14 17 1,184


Mixed 14 24 22 83 The Daily Mail 8 9 13 2,229
Asian or Asian British 27 27 32 380 The Daily Express 10 8 10 643
Black or Black British 23 19 25 236 The Daily Star 12 16 15 313
Chinese or other 14 12 25 147 'Broadsheet' 6 6 8 2,608


The Daily Telegraph 6 6 6 811
Marital status The Guardian 7 7 9 578
Married 10 9 12 5,177 The Independent 3 6 8 291
Cohabiting 10 12 12 985 The Times 6 6 9 844
Single 10 14 14 2,310 The Financial Times 4 6 9 84
Separated 13 15 19 380 Some other newspaper 14 10 12 183
Divorced 12 10 14 1,029 No one newspaper in particular 8 8 15 95
Widowed 10 5 12 1,282 Would not want to read any newspaper 11 10 14 1,335


Respondent's employment status TV news viewing
In employment 9 10 12 6,046 Local news only 18 10 19 218
Unemployed 12 15 15 346 National news only 9 11 14 907
Economically inactive 12 9 14 4,738 Both national and local news 10 10 13 9,030


Student 9 16 17 271 Do not watch news on TV 9 12 11 836
Looking after family/home 17 12 19 565
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 18 15 20 504 Confidence in police & local council dealing with issues
Retired 10 7 10 3,230 Strongly/tend to agree 10 9 13 5,582
Other inactive 13 19 20 168 Neither agree nor disagree 9 9 10 3,227


Strongly/tend to disagree 12 14 16 2,068
Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 7 7 9 3,667 Experience of crime in last 12 months
Intermediate occupations 10 9 12 2,267 Victim 13 18 14 2,049
Routine and manual occupations 13 13 16 4,283 Not a victim 9 8 13 9,118
Never worked and long-term unemployed 21 12 22 427
Full-time students 8 18 16 456
Not classified 6 7 6 67


Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 7 7 9 3,604
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 8 12 11 1,912
O level/GCSE 10 12 15 2,076
Other 11 8 12 483
None 16 13 18 3,074


1. Unweighted base refers to worry about burglary. Bases for violent crime will be similar but for car crime will be slightly lower as this is based only on those residing in households owning, or with use of a vehicle.
2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 5.08  Worry about crime by personal characteristics


Percentage with high levels of worry Percentage with high levels of worry


England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Worry about 


burglary
Worry about 


car crime
Worry about 


violent crime
Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 10 10 13 11,167


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 16 12 21 552
Adults & child(ren) 11 11 14 2,429
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 10 10 12 8,186


Total household income
Less than £10,000 17 17 18 1,544
£10,000 less than £20,000 12 13 15 2,222
£20,000 less than £30,000 11 11 14 1,544
£30,000 less than £40,000 10 10 14 1,141
£40,000 less than £50,000 10 6 9 774
£50,000 or more 6 7 8 1,507
No income stated or not enough information provided 9 11 14 2,427


Tenure
Owner occupiers 9 9 11 7,603
Social renters 17 18 19 1,915
Private renters 10 13 14 1,618


Accommodation type 
Houses 10 10 12 9,582


Detached 6 6 8 2,989
Semi-detached 10 10 13 3,555
Terraced 13 14 15 3,038


Flats/maisonettes 11 13 17 1,382
Other accommodation 7 18 12 29


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 13 13 14 1,923
City living 9 16 14 512
Countryside 5 6 7 1,695
Prospering suburbs 7 7 9 2,706
Constrained by circumstances 12 12 17 1,134
Typical traits 9 9 12 2,262
Multicultural 17 20 21 935


Area type
Urban 11 11 14 8,240
Rural 6 6 8 2,927


Level of physical disorder
High 16 23 21 597
Not high 10 9 12 10,460


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 16 18 19 1,925
Other output areas 10 10 12 6,205
20% least deprived output areas 6 7 10 2,091


1. Unweighted base refers to worry about burglary. Bases for violent crime will be similar but for car crime will be slightly lower as this is based 
on households owning, or with use of a vehicle only.


Table 5.09  Worry about crime by household and area characteristics


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Percentage with high levels of worry
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS
1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/092 2009/10 Statistically 


significant 
change, 


2008/09 to 
2009/10


High level of perceived anti-social behaviour3 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 19 21 16 17 17 18 16 17 14 **


Abandoned or burnt-out cars4 n/a n/a n/a n/a 14 20 25 15 12 10 9 7 6 5 **
Noisy neighbours or loud parties 8 8 8 8 9 10 10 9 9 10 11 10 10 11
People being drunk or rowdy in public places n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 22 23 19 22 24 26 25 26 24 **
People using or dealing drugs 14 22 21 25 33 31 32 25 26 27 28 26 27 26 **
Teenagers hanging around on the streets 20 26 24 27 32 32 33 27 31 32 33 31 30 27 **
Rubbish or litter lying around 30 26 26 28 30 32 33 29 30 30 31 30 30 28 **
Vandalism, graffiti and other deliberate damage to property 26 29 24 26 32 34 35 28 28 29 28 27 27 23 **


Unweighted base1 8,486 13,745 7,625 13,986 8,910 30,695 34,622 36,116 42,892 45,787 45,063 45,021 44,010 42,390


2. BCS estimates from interviews in 2008/09 have been revised based on revised LFS microdata and may vary slightly from previously published estimates. See Section 8 of the User Guide for more information.


4. The question relating to abandoned or burnt-out cars was asked of one-quarter of the sample in 2001/02 and 2002/03. 


Table 5.10  Trends in anti-social behaviour perception indicators, 1992 to 2009/10 BCS


1. Unweighted bases refer to the question relating to people using or dealing drugs. Other bases will be similar.


Percentage


Percentage saying very/fairly big problem in their area


3. This measure is derived from responses to seven individual anti-social behaviour strands as described in Section 6.2 of the User Guide.132
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
High level of 


perceived ASB1


Unweighted 
base


High level of 
perceived ASB1


Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 14 42,148 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 16 11,749


Age Limits activities 16 8,317
16-24 21 3,533 Does not limit activities 14 3,427
25-34 18 5,757 No long-standing illness or disability 14 30,335
35-44 16 7,712
45-54 15 7,021 Any contact with police in last 12 months
55-64 12 7,264 Contact 20 3,726
65-74 8 5,822 No contact 11 6,729
75+ 3 5,039


Internet usage
Sex Used in last 12 months 16 14,355
Men 14 19,165 Not used in last 12 months 12 7,009
Women 15 22,983


Newspaper of choice
Ethnic group 'Popular' 16 25,609
White 13 39,115 The Sun 20 9,253
Non-White 23 2,972 The Daily Mirror 17 4,557


Mixed 18 298 The Daily Mail 12 8,365
Asian or Asian British 25 1,359 The Daily Express 11 2,398
Black or Black British 23 790 The Daily Star 20 1,036
Chinese or other 21 525 'Broadsheet' 11 10,105


The Daily Telegraph 7 3,198
Marital status The Guardian 12 2,287
Married 12 19,964 The Independent 12 1,099
Cohabiting 18 3,804 The Times 11 3,157
Single 19 8,656 The Financial Times 13 364
Separated 16 1,335 Some other newspaper 16 613
Divorced 18 3,802 No one newspaper in particular 13 395
Widowed 6 4,576 Would not want to read any newspaper 12 5,055


Respondent's employment status TV news viewing
In employment 15 23,176 Local 20 790
Unemployed 23 1,352 National 13 3,356
Economically inactive 13 17,520 Both local & national 14 34,123


Student 21 1,068 Do not watch news on television 15 3,259


Looking after family/home 18 2,249
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 26 1,812 Perception of local crime rate
Retired 6 11,790 Higher than average 40 2,656
Other inactive 22 601 Lower than average 6 16,662


About average 19 11,752
Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 11 14,107 Confidence in police & local council dealing with issues
Intermediate occupations 14 8,526 Agree 10 21,297
Routine and manual occupations 17 16,013 No opinion 11 12,101
Never worked and long-term unemployed 20 1,541 Disagree 30 7,796
Full-time students 21 1,661
Not classified 8 300 Awareness of neighbourhood policing


Aware 14 4,174
Highest qualification Not aware 14 6,105
Degree or diploma 12 13,771
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 15 7,162 Experience of crime in last 12 months
O level/GCSE 18 8,164 Victim 26 8,206
Other 14 1,761 Not a victim 11 33,942
None 14 11,218


Table 5.11  High levels of perceived anti-social behaviour in local area by personal characteristics  


2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.
1. This measure is derived from responses to seven individual anti-social behaviour strands as described in Section 6.2 of the User Guide.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
High level of perceived 


ASB
Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 14 42,148


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 24 2,155
Adults & child(ren) 17 9,345
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 13 30,648


Total household income
Less than £10,000 19 5,800
£10,000 less than £20,000 17 8,292
£20,000 less than £30,000 17 5,862
£30,000 less than £40,000 15 4,364
£40,000 less than £50,000 13 2,879
£50,000 or more 9 5,891
No income stated or not enough information provided 13 9,020


Tenure
Owner occupiers 11 29,100
Social renters 26 6,893
Private renters 16 6,020


Accommodation type 
Houses 13 36,210


Detached 6 11,232
Semi-detached 13 13,420
Terraced 21 11,558


Flats/maisonettes 22 5,163
Other accommodation 7 126


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 22 7,080
City living 14 1,904
Countryside 4 6,649
Prospering suburbs 6 10,225
Constrained by circumstances 25 4,175
Typical traits 13 8,705
Multicultural 26 3,410


Area type
Urban 16 31,062
Rural 7 11,086


Level of physical disorder
High 36 2,226
Not high 13 39,531


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 28 7,247
Other output areas 13 23,222
20% least deprived output areas 6 8,016


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Table 5.12 High levels of perceived anti-social behaviour in local area by household and area 
characteristics  


1. This measure is derived from responses to seven individual anti-social behaviour strands as described in Section 6.2 of 
the User Guide.
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England, 2009/10 BCS
Variables3


  


ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff p-value1 odds-ratio2 ß-coeff
standard 


error p-value1 odds-ratio2  


-3.70 -6.15 -6.60 Constant


0.000 0.000 0.000 Age**
2.11 0.000 8.23 1.69 0.000 5.44 1.68 0.14 0.000 5.39 4.06 - 7.14 16-24
1.94 0.000 6.97 1.52 0.000 4.58 1.53 0.13 0.000 4.61 3.55 - 5.99 25-34
1.76 0.000 5.82 1.37 0.000 3.95 1.37 0.13 0.000 3.94 3.07 - 5.05 35-44
1.70 0.000 5.47 1.40 0.000 4.07 1.40 0.12 0.000 4.04 3.18 - 5.15 45-54
1.41 0.000 4.08 1.21 0.000 3.37 1.19 0.12 0.000 3.28 2.60 - 4.13 55-64
0.91 0.000 2.49 0.82 0.000 2.28 0.80 0.12 0.000 2.22 1.75 - 2.81 65-74


1.00 1.00 1.00 75+


0.000 0.000 0.000 Sex**
1.00 1.00 1.00 Male 


0.28 0.000 1.32 0.32 0.000 1.37 0.34 0.07 0.000 1.41 1.23 - 1.61 Female


-0.05 0.006 0.95 -0.06 0.003 0.94 -0.06 0.02 0.002 0.94 0.91 0.98 Interaction: Female by age**


0.000 0.002 0.000 Ethnic group**
1.00 1.00 1.00 White


0.56 0.000 1.74 0.16 0.002 1.17 0.19 0.05 0.000 1.21 1.10 - 1.34 Non-white
1.00


0.000 0.000 0.000 Long-standing illness/disability**
0.59 0.000 1.80 0.32 0.000 1.38 0.34 0.04 0.000 1.41 1.30 - 1.53 Long-standing illness/disability


1.00 1.00 1.00 No long-standing illness/disability


0.000 0.000 Respondent's occupation**
1.00 1.00 Managerial/professional occupations


0.19 0.000 1.21 0.19 0.05 0.000 1.21 1.10 - 1.34 Intermediate occupations
0.09 0.060 1.09 0.08 0.05 0.090 1.08 0.99 - 1.19 Routine and manual occupations
0.14 0.130 1.15 0.23 0.09 0.012 1.26 1.05 - 1.50 Never worked/long-term unemployed


 0.20 0.008 1.23 0.18 0.08 0.024 1.19 1.02 - 1.39 Full-time students
-0.54 0.044 0.59 -0.57 0.27 0.031 0.56 0.33 - 0.95 Not classified


0.027 0.426 Employment status
1.00 1.00 In employment


0.02 0.774 1.02 0.10 0.08 0.212 1.10 0.95 - 1.28 Unemployed
-0.12 0.011 0.89 0.00 0.05 0.985 1.00 0.90 - 1.11 Economically inactive


0.000 0.000 Experience of crime in last 12 months**
0.83 0.000 2.29 0.82 0.03 0.000 2.28 2.13 - 2.44 Victim


1.00 1.00 Not a victim


0.000 0.000 Marital status**
1.00 1.00 Married


0.05 0.342 1.05 0.04 0.05 0.486 1.04 0.93 - 1.15 Cohabiting
-0.18 0.000 0.84 -0.21 0.05 0.000 0.81 0.73 - 0.89 Single
-0.24 0.023 0.79 -0.26 0.11 0.013 0.77 0.63 - 0.95 Separated
0.06 0.389 1.06 0.05 0.07 0.469 1.05 0.92 - 1.21 Divorced


-0.31 0.004 0.73 -0.30 0.11 0.005 0.74 0.60 - 0.92 Widowed


0.327 0.904 Highest qualification
1.00 1.00 Degree or diploma


0.05 0.325 1.05 0.00 0.05 0.976 1.00 0.91 - 1.10 Apprenticeship or A/AS level
0.07 0.142 1.07 0.02 0.05 0.711 1.02 0.93 - 1.12 O level/GCSE


-0.01 0.913 0.99 -0.03 0.09 0.718 0.97 0.81 - 1.15 Other
-0.02 0.674 0.98 -0.03 0.06 0.577 0.97 0.87 - 1.08 None


0.000 0.000 Household income**
0.39 0.000 1.48 0.39 0.08 0.000 1.47 1.27 - 1.71 Under £10,000
0.43 0.000 1.54 0.43 0.07 0.000 1.54 1.36 - 1.76 £10,000-£19,999
0.40 0.000 1.50 0.39 0.06 0.000 1.47 1.30 - 1.67 £20,000-£29,999
0.34 0.000 1.40 0.31 0.07 0.000 1.37 1.20 - 1.56 £30,000-£39,999
0.29 0.000 1.33 0.26 0.07 0.000 1.30 1.13 - 1.50 £40,000-£49,999


1.00 1.00 £50,000 or more
0.15 0.018 1.16 0.17 0.06 0.006 1.19 1.05 - 1.34 No income stated/not enough information


0.000 0.000 Tenure type**
1.00 1.00 Owner occupiers


0.30 0.000 1.35 0.29 0.05 0.000 1.33 1.21 - 1.46 Social renters
0.03 0.527 1.03 0.04 0.05 0.451 1.04 0.94 - 1.14 Private renters


0.000 0.000 Time living in area**
1.00 1.00 Less than 2 years


0.44 0.000 1.55 0.43 0.07 0.000 1.53 1.35 - 1.74 2-5 years
0.62 0.000 1.86 0.61 0.07 0.000 1.84 1.61 - 2.10 5-10 years
0.72 0.000 2.05 0.69 0.06 0.000 1.99 1.77 - 2.24 Longer


0.000 0.000 Output Area Classification**
1.13 0.000 3.09 1.10 0.10 0.000 3.01 2.48 - 3.65 Blue collar communities
0.95 0.000 2.58 0.96 0.11 0.000 2.62 2.09 - 3.29 City living


1.00 1.00 Countryside
0.43 0.000 1.54 0.41 0.10 0.000 1.50 1.23 - 1.82 Prospering suburbs
1.24 0.000 3.46 1.22 0.10 0.000 3.39 2.76 - 4.16 Constrained by circumstances
0.87 0.000 2.39 0.85 0.10 0.000 2.34 1.94 - 2.84 Typical traits
1.35 0.000 3.85 1.36 0.10 0.000 3.89 3.17 - 4.78 Multicultural


0.005 0.005 Type of area**
0.16 0.005 1.18 0.17 0.06 0.005 1.05 - 1.32 Urban


1.00 1.00 Rural


0.000 0.000 Employment deprivation index**
0.50 0.000 1.64 0.48 0.07 0.000 1.61 1.41 - 1.84 20% most deprived output areas
0.21 0.000 1.23 0.19 0.06 0.001 1.21 1.08 - 1.35 Other output areas


1.00 1.00 20% least deprived output areas


0.000 0.000 Level of physical disorder**
0.65 0.000 1.91 0.67 0.05 0.000 1.96 1.77 - 2.16 High


1.00 1.00 Low


0.000 0.000 Crime and disorder index**
0.59 0.000 1.80 0.60 0.07 0.000 1.82 1.59 - 2.08 20% most deprived output areas
0.31 0.000 1.36 0.30 0.06 0.000 1.36 1.21 - 1.52 Other output areas


1.00 1.00 20% least deprived output areas


0.000 Time away from home (weekdays)**
1.00 Less than 3 hours


0.26 0.05 0.000 1.30 1.18 - 1.43 3-7 hours
0.29 0.05 0.000 1.34 1.20 - 1.49 More than 7 hours


0.000 Newspaper readership**
0.20 0.05 0.000 1.23 1.12 - 1.34 Popular


1.00 Broadsheet
0.03 0.13 0.793 1.03 0.81 - 1.32 Some other newspaper
0.14 0.17 0.407 1.15 0.83 - 1.60 No one newspaper in particular


-0.29 0.06 0.000 0.75 0.66 - 0.85 Would not want to read any newspaper


0.000 TV news viewing**
0.17 0.11 0.144 1.18 0.94 - 1.48 Local news only


1.00 National news only
0.21 0.06 0.000 1.23 1.10 - 1.38 Both local and national news
0.00 0.07 0.958 1.00 0.87 - 1.16 Does not watch news on TV


37,041 37,041 37,041 Unweighted base4


0.061 0.201 0.208 Nagelkerke R square5


30032.932 (df=10) 26800.026 (df=50)** -2 log-likelihood6


Table 5.13 Explanatory factors associated with high levels of perceived anti-social behaviour in local area


Dependent Variable: Level of percieved ASB in local area; high (1), low (0)


Confidence 
Interval


1. Where variables or categories are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level (p<0.05) values are highlighted in bold. Categories in italics are those which were used as reference categories.
26629.144 (df=59)**


8. See Section 7 of the User Guide for definitions of personal, household and area characteristics.
7. See Section 6.2 of the User Guide for definition of anti-social behaviour.


Iteration 1 Iteration 2 Iteration 3


2. Odds ratios of greater than one indicate relatively higher odds compared with the reference category in that variable; less than one indicates relatively lower odds. 
3.  '**' denotes a statistically significant impact of that variable on the dependent variable.
4.  The unweighted base includes all respondents resident in households in England who gave a valid response to all questions included in the model. Wales is not included in this analysis due to the inclusion of the deprivation index in the model, which only covers England.
5. The Nagelkerke R square indicates which model has the highest model fit. The higher the value the better the model predicts the outcome.
6. The -2 log-likelihood (-2LL) is a measure implying what remains unexplained by the model. If the -2LL difference exceeds a critical value that model explains the dependent variable significantly better than the model from the previous iteration (indicated by **).
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Agree No opinion Disagree Unweighted 
base


Agree No opinion Disagree Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 51 29 20 43,372 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 52 28 21 12,322


Age Limits activities 52 27 21 8,737
16-24 48 30 22 3,569 Does not limit activities 51 29 19 3,579
25-34 50 31 19 5,827 No long-standing illness or disability 51 29 19 30,999
35-44 50 30 20 7,856
45-54 49 29 21 7,160 Any contact with police in last 12 months
55-64 51 28 22 7,472 Contact 51 27 22 3,821
65-74 57 26 17 6,125 No contact 52 30 17 6,958
75+ 59 30 11 5,363


Internet usage
Sex Used in last 12 months 49 30 21 14,599
Men 49 30 21 19,639 Not used in last 12 months 56 27 17 7,356
Women 54 28 18 23,733


Overall level of perceived ASB
Ethnic group High 37 23 41 5,382
White 51 29 20 40,223 Not high 54 30 16 35,812
Non-White 55 27 17 3,100


Mixed 54 26 20 308 Newspaper of choice
Asian or Asian British 55 28 17 1,414 'Popular' 52 27 21 26,444
Black or Black British 57 26 17 835 The Sun 51 26 23 9,511
Chinese or other 55 29 16 543 The Daily Mirror 54 27 19 4,701


The Daily Mail 53 28 19 8,667
Marital status The Daily Express 54 27 19 2,500
Married 51 29 20 20,480 The Daily Star 50 26 23 1,065
Cohabiting 49 31 20 3,883 'Broadsheet' 50 33 17 10,356
Single 49 29 21 8,812 The Daily Telegraph 50 34 16 3,307
Separated 57 27 16 1,372 The Guardian 51 32 18 2,335
Divorced 52 28 21 3,958 The Independent 47 35 18 1,126
Widowed 60 29 11 4,857 The Times 52 32 16 3,221


The Financial Times 52 32 16 367
Respondent's employment status Some other newspaper 52 28 20 639
In employment 50 30 20 23,562 No one newspaper in particular 50 32 18 405
Unemployed 48 29 23 1,370 Would not want to read any newspaper 49 31 19 5,182
Economically inactive 55 28 18 18,353


Student 49 31 20 1,076 TV news viewing
Looking after family/home 55 27 18 2,319 Local 53 26 21 814
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 49 25 26 1,898 National 49 31 20 3,437
Retired 57 27 15 12,443 Both local & national 52 28 19 35,168
Other inactive 46 30 24 617 Do not watch news on television 45 33 21 3,327


Respondent's occupation Perception of local crime rate
Managerial and professional occupations 50 31 19 14,439 Higher than average 41 26 32 2,776
Intermediate occupations 51 30 19 8,776 Lower than average 55 30 16 17,001
Routine and manual occupations 53 27 20 16,585 About average 50 29 21 12,230
Never worked and long-term unemployed 54 27 19 1,600
Full-time students 49 31 21 1,680 Awareness of neighbourhood policing
Not classified 55 29 16 292 Aware 62 25 14 4,347


Not aware 46 32 22 6,253
Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 51 31 18 14,089 Experience of crime in last 12 months
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 49 29 22 7,315 Victim 45 28 27 8,431
O level/GCSE 50 29 22 8,369 Not a victim 53 29 18 34,941
Other 55 26 18 1,822
None 55 27 19 11,722


1. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 5.14  Public confidence in the police and local council dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime issues in the area by personal characteristics


Police and local council are dealing with issues Police and local council dealing with issues
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Agree No opinion Disagree Unweighted 
base


ALL ADULTS 51 29 20 43,372


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 51 27 22 2,198
Adults & child(ren) 51 29 20 9,506
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 52 29 19 31,668


Total household income
Less than £10,000 55 25 19 6,021
£10,000 less than £20,000 54 27 18 8,610
£20,000 less than £30,000 52 26 22 5,999
£30,000 less than £40,000 52 28 20 4,461
£40,000 less than £50,000 50 30 20 2,944
£50,000 or more 49 32 19 5,972
No income stated or not enough information provided 49 31 20 9,341


Tenure
Owner occupiers 51 30 19 29,929
Social renters 54 24 22 7,218
Private renters 51 31 18 6,099


Accommodation type 
Houses 51 29 20 37,210


Detached 51 32 17 11,483
Semi-detached 52 28 20 13,802
Terraced 50 28 22 11,925


Flats/maisonettes 55 28 18 5,373
Other accommodation 61 25 14 129


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 50 26 24 7,358
City living 51 32 18 1,949
Countryside 47 36 17 6,696
Prospering suburbs 53 30 17 10,491
Constrained by circumstances 51 25 23 4,365
Typical traits 51 29 20 8,911
Multicultural 54 27 19 3,602


Area type
Urban 52 28 20 32,092
Rural 49 32 18 11,280


Level of physical disorder
High 47 27 26 2,312
Not high 52 29 19 40,658


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 52 26 22 7,554
Other output areas 51 29 20 23,914
20% least deprived output areas 52 32 15 8,210


1. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Table 5.15  Public confidence in the police and local council in dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime issues in the area by household and 
area characteristics 


Police and local council are dealing with issues
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Police and local 


council seek 
people's views


Police and local 
council keep 


people informed


Unweighted 
base 1


Police and local 
council seek 


people's views


Police and local 
council keep 


people informed


Unweighted 
base 1


ALL ADULTS 47 42 43,555 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 47 44 12,380


Age Limits activities 46 45 8,789
16-24 44 32 3,554 Does not limit activities 49 43 3,585
25-34 45 38 5,849 No long-standing illness or disability 47 42 31,122
35-44 47 42 7,874
45-54 46 42 7,200 Internet usage
55-64 48 46 7,504 Used in last 12 months 45 39 14,662
65-74 52 51 6,183 Not used in last 12 months 49 47 7,408
75+ 49 51 5,391


Overall level of perceived ASB
Sex High 42 34 5,394
Men 45 40 19,670 Not high 48 44 35,939
Women 49 44 23,885


Any contact with police in last 12 months
Ethnic group Contact 46 42 3,839
White 46 42 40,397 No contact 48 43 6,971
Non-White 52 46 3,107


Mixed 48 38 309 Newspaper of choice
Asian or Asian British 53 46 1,420 'Popular' 48 43 26,526
Black or Black British 52 48 837 The Sun 47 40 9,549
Chinese or other 51 46 541 The Daily Mirror 50 44 4,724


The Daily Mail 48 45 8,687
Marital status The Daily Express 49 46 2,503
Married 48 45 20,602 The Daily Star 44 42 1,063
Cohabiting 44 38 3,878 'Broadsheet' 46 42 10,414
Single 45 36 8,826 The Daily Telegraph 46 45 3,342
Separated 50 46 1,374 The Guardian 47 42 2,344
Divorced 48 45 3,982 The Independent 44 40 1,129
Widowed 51 51 4,882 The Times 47 42 3,227


The Financial Times 48 40 372
Respondent's employment status Some other newspaper 47 46 642
In employment 46 40 23,643 No one newspaper in particular 49 41 412
Unemployed 44 39 1,375 Would not want to read any newspaper 43 41 5,207
Economically inactive 49 47 18,450


Student 45 34 1,075 TV news viewing
Looking after family/home 48 45 2,326 Local news only 51 41 813
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 47 44 1,908 National news only 46 41 3,448
Retired 51 51 12,523 Both national and local news 48 43 35,322
Other inactive 43 39 618 Do not watch news on TV 41 36 3,347


Respondent's occupation Perception of local crime rate
Managerial and professional occupations 46 42 14,499 Higher than average 43 37 2,793
Intermediate occupations 46 44 8,831 Lower than average 48 44 17,051
Routine and manual occupations 48 43 16,654 About average 48 42 12,272
Never worked and long-term unemployed 47 46 1,604
Full-time students 47 33 1,674 Experience of crime in last 12 months
Not classified 52 49 293 Victim 44 37 8,458


Not a victim 48 44 35,097
Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 47 42 14,145 Awareness of Neighbourhood Policing Team
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 44 39 7,338 Aware 59 56 4,352
O level/GCSE 46 39 8,402 Not aware 40 34 6,278
Other 50 48 1,824
None 49 47 11,791


1. Unweighted base refers to police and local council seek views. Bases for question relating to the police and local council keeping people informed will be similar.


Table 5.16  Public confidence in the police and local council seeking people's views and keeping people informed about the anti-social behaviour and crime issues in the area by personal characteristics


Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree' Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree'


2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Police and local 


council seek 
people's views


Police and local 
council keep 


people informed


Unweighted 
base 1


ALL ADULTS 47 42 43,555


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 47 43 2,216
Adults & child(ren) 47 41 9,520
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 47 43 31,819


Total household income
Less than £10,000 51 47 6,048
£10,000 less than £20,000 50 46 8,656
£20,000 less than £30,000 49 44 6,026
£30,000 less than £40,000 48 43 4,481
£40,000 less than £50,000 48 41 2,953
£50,000 or more 44 40 5,997
No income stated or not enough information provided 44 40 9,370


Tenure
Owner occupiers 47 43 30,083
Social renters 50 45 7,237
Private renters 46 37 6,111


Accommodation type 
Houses 47 42 37,361


Detached 46 43 11,547
Semi-detached 47 43 13,845
Terraced 47 41 11,969


Flats/maisonettes 48 42 5,393
Other accommodation 50 49 131


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 48 42 7,388
City living 42 37 1,960
Countryside 43 41 6,729
Prospering suburbs 47 45 10,550
Constrained by circumstances 49 42 4,382
Typical traits 46 41 8,941
Multicultural 51 45 3,605


Area type
Urban 47 42 32,229
Rural 46 43 11,326


Level of physical disorder
High 45 39 2,327
Not high 47 43 40,823


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 49 44 7,568
Other output areas 47 42 24,053
20% least deprived output areas 47 43 8,258


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Table 5.17  Public confidence in the police and local council seeking people's views and keeping people informed 
about the anti-social behaviour and crime issues in the area by household and area characteristics


1. Unweighted base refers to police and local council seek views. Bases for question relating to the police and local council keeping 
people informed will be similar.


Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree'
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Local police Unweighted 


base
Local police Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 56 43,686 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 54 12,401


Age Limits activities 54 8,808
16-24 55 3,613 Does not limit activities 55 3,587
25-34 59 5,920 No long-standing illness or disability 57 31,229
35-44 58 7,906
45-54 53 7,205 Any contact with police in last 12 months
55-64 53 7,484 Contact 54 3,855
65-74 57 6,165 No contact 57 7,015
75+ 62 5,393


Internet usage
Sex Used in last 12 months 56 14,704
Men 54 19,737 Not used in last 12 months 57 7,435
Women 59 23,949


Overall level of perceived ASB
Ethnic group High 36 5,408
White 56 40,445 Not high 60 36,032
Non-White 62 3,188


Mixed 57 311 Newspaper of choice
Asian or Asian British 62 1,455 'Popular' 55 26,551
Black or Black British 60 855 The Sun 53 9,567
Chinese or other 66 567 The Daily Mirror 55 4,734


The Daily Mail 57 8,677
Marital status The Daily Express 56 2,503
Married 56 20,616 The Daily Star 51 1,070
Cohabiting 56 3,900 'Broadsheet' 60 10,435
Single 55 8,897 The Daily Telegraph 58 3,326
Separated 60 1,392 The Guardian 59 2,354
Divorced 55 3,951 The Independent 59 1,127
Widowed 63 4,921 The Times 63 3,253


The Financial Times 61 375
Respondent's employment status Some other newspaper 59 640
In employment 56 23,698 No one newspaper in particular 54 411
Unemployed 52 1,395 Would not want to read any newspaper 57 5,279
Economically inactive 58 18,503


Student 60 1,101 TV news viewing
Looking after family/home 59 2,350 Local 52 813
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 50 1,907 National 58 3,480
Retired 59 12,511 Both local & national 56 35,380
Other inactive 51 634 Do not watch news on television 54 3,375


Respondent's occupation Perception of local crime rate
Managerial and professional occupations 58 14,481 Higher than average 42 2,794
Intermediate occupations 56 8,832 Lower than average 62 17,099
Routine and manual occupations 54 16,727 About average 53 12,348
Never worked and long-term unemployed 60 1,645
Full-time students 57 1,706 Awareness of neighbourhood policing
Not classified 53 295 Aware 62 4,367


Not aware 52 6,317
Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 60 14,156 Experience of crime in last 12 months
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 54 7,333 Victim 48 8,510
O level/GCSE 53 8,432 Not a victim 59 35,176
Other 59 1,839
None 56 11,863


1. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 5.18  Perceptions of the local police by personal characteristics  


Percentage saying police 
doing a good/excellent job


Percentage saying police 
doing a good/excellent job


140



http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/crimestats-userguide.pdf





Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Local police Unweighted 


base


ALL ADULTS 56 43,686


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 57 2,223
Adults & child(ren) 57 9,604
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 56 31,859


Total household income
Less than £10,000 56 6,093
£10,000 less than £20,000 57 8,678
£20,000 less than £30,000 56 6,031
£30,000 less than £40,000 56 4,493
£40,000 less than £50,000 56 2,942
£50,000 or more 59 6,012
No income stated or not enough information provided 54 9,409


Tenure
Owner occupiers 56 30,091
Social renters 53 7,288
Private renters 61 6,178


Accommodation type 
Houses 56 37,441


Detached 57 11,535
Semi-detached 55 13,877
Terraced 55 12,029


Flats/maisonettes 60 5,447
Other accommodation 69 127


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 50 7,412
City living 62 1,973
Countryside 55 6,686
Prospering suburbs 59 10,543
Constrained by circumstances 52 4,408
Typical traits 57 8,986
Multicultural 58 3,678


Area type
Urban 57 32,391
Rural 54 11,295


Level of physical disorder
High 51 2,349
Not high 57 40,932


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 51 7,632
Other output areas 57 24,073
20% least deprived output areas 61 8,234


1. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.


Table 5.19  Perceptions of the local police by household and area characteristics  


Percentage saying police 
doing a good/excellent job
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Police can be relied on 


when needed
Police would treat you 


with respect
Police would treat you 


fairly
Police can be relied on 


to deal with minor 
crimes


Police understand local 
concerns


Police deal with local 
concerns


Overall confidence in 
local police


Unweighted 
base 1


ALL ADULTS 50 84 65 48 67 56 69 44,293


Age
16-24 54 78 60 54 63 52 64 3,643
25-34 57 82 66 52 66 54 70 5,951
35-44 52 84 67 48 68 55 69 7,974
45-54 46 84 63 43 66 53 66 7,283
55-64 42 85 63 41 66 54 67 7,596
65-74 45 88 69 46 70 61 72 6,276
75+ 55 91 75 53 73 66 79 5,570


Men 48 82 67 44 64 53 67 19,979
16-24 53 76 63 53 61 51 63 1,698
25-34 54 80 66 47 63 52 68 2,558
35-44 51 83 70 44 66 53 69 3,526
45-54 45 84 66 39 65 52 66 3,452
55-64 40 84 65 36 62 50 65 3,643
65-74 42 86 69 41 67 58 70 2,903
75+ 48 89 74 46 70 63 76 2,199


Women 52 86 64 52 69 58 71 24,314
16-24 55 80 58 54 64 52 65 1,945
25-34 60 85 65 57 68 56 72 3,393
35-44 52 85 64 52 70 58 69 4,448
45-54 48 84 60 47 67 54 66 3,831
55-64 45 87 62 47 69 58 69 3,953
65-74 47 90 69 50 72 63 75 3,373
75+ 60 93 75 58 75 69 82 3,371


Ethnic group
White 49 84 65 47 67 55 69 41,019
Non-White 62 82 68 57 67 60 71 3,220


Mixed 53 77 59 53 60 51 64 314
Asian or Asian British 66 84 72 58 69 63 73 1,468
Black or Black British 59 75 59 56 62 56 65 868
Chinese or other 60 85 72 56 69 63 75 570


Marital status
Married 48 86 67 45 68 56 70 20,850
Cohabiting 50 80 61 47 65 52 66 3,931
Single 53 79 62 52 63 52 66 9,012
Separated 56 83 66 52 68 61 71 1,408
Divorced 47 83 62 45 66 55 67 4,038
Widowed 57 91 73 55 74 67 80 5,043


Respondent's employment status
In employment 50 84 64 46 66 54 68 23,945
Unemployed 50 75 58 51 59 52 61 1,405
Economically inactive 51 86 68 51 69 59 71 18,851


Student 59 83 65 59 65 54 69 1,104
Looking after family/home 56 83 66 55 69 59 70 2,372
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 48 79 60 46 62 52 59 1,934
Retired 48 89 70 48 71 62 74 12,805
Other inactive 47 77 60 50 63 52 63 636


Respondent's occupation
Managerial and professional occupations 50 85 64 43 67 54 71 14,678
Intermediate occupations 49 85 66 47 67 56 69 8,975
Routine and manual occupations 49 83 66 50 67 57 67 16,954
Never worked and long-term unemployed 59 83 68 57 66 59 70 1,669
Full-time students 56 82 63 56 64 53 68 1,715
Not classified 49 82 67 42 72 58 70 302


Table 5.20  Perceptions of the local police by personal characteristics


Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree'
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Police can be relied on 


when needed
Police would treat you 


with respect
Police would treat you 


fairly
Police can be relied on 


to deal with minor 
crimes


Police understand local 
concerns


Police deal with local 
concerns


Overall confidence in 
local police


Unweighted 
base 1


Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 52 85 63 45 68 55 71 14,331
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 48 83 65 46 65 53 67 7,429
O level/GCSE 48 82 63 50 66 54 66 8,508
Other 51 85 69 50 67 58 70 1,879
None 51 85 69 51 67 60 69 12,083


Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 47 84 65 46 66 56 68 12,638


Limits activities 48 84 65 47 66 56 68 8,993
Does not limit activities 45 84 64 45 66 55 68 3,639


No long-standing illness or disability 51 84 66 48 67 55 69 31,598


Any contact with police in last 12 months
Contact 49 82 62 45 65 53 65 3,890
No contact 50 85 67 47 68 56 70 7,118


Internet usage
Used in last 12 months 49 83 63 46 66 53 67 14,844
Not used in last 12 months 50 86 70 51 68 62 71 7,592


Overall level of perceived ASB
High 37 74 54 36 56 40 48 5,426
Not high 52 86 67 50 69 58 72 36,532


Newspaper of choice
'Popular' 49 84 66 49 66 56 67 26,888


The Sun 49 82 66 51 65 54 64 9,655
The Daily Mirror 51 85 66 51 67 58 69 4,797
The Daily Mail 47 87 67 46 68 57 70 8,814
The Daily Express 48 87 69 45 66 57 70 2,543
The Daily Star 45 79 64 51 63 54 60 1,079


'Broadsheet' 52 85 63 44 68 55 73 10,560
The Daily Telegraph 46 88 68 42 68 56 72 3,384
The Guardian 53 83 55 45 66 51 72 2,377
The Independent 51 83 61 42 67 52 70 1,141
The Times 56 86 66 46 70 56 76 3,281
The Financial Times 57 82 66 48 65 57 72 377


Some other newspaper 60 86 69 50 65 57 72 658
No one newspaper in particular 49 83 62 47 67 51 67 419
Would not want to read any newspaper 52 83 64 49 67 56 68 5,381


TV news viewing
Local 45 79 63 49 63 51 60 826
National 54 83 65 47 66 52 70 3,528
Both local & national 50 85 66 48 67 56 70 35,860
Do not watch news on television 50 78 60 48 63 52 64 3,427


Perception of local crime rate


Higher than average 40 77 55 38 59 44 51 2,827


Lower than average 54 87 68 50 71 60 75 17,333


About average 48 82 63 47 65 54 66 12,471


Awareness of neighbourhood policing


Aware 54 87 68 50 74 64 74 4,403


Not aware 47 82 63 45 63 50 65 6,418


Experience of crime in last 12 months


Victim 46 81 61 41 61 48 60 8,574


Not a victim 51 85 66 50 68 58 71 35,719


1. Unweighted base refers to overall confidence in the local police. Other bases will be similar.
2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.


Table 5.20  Perceptions of the local police by personal characteristics (cont.)


Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree'
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Police can be relied on 


when needed
Police would treat you 


with respect
Police would treat you 


fairly
Police can be relied on 


to deal with minor 
crimes


Police understand 
local concerns


Police deal with local 
concerns


Overall confidence in 
local police


Unweighted 
base 1


ALL ADULTS 50 84 65 48 67 56 69 44,293


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 53 79 59 53 65 54 65 2,247
Adults & child(ren) 53 84 66 50 68 56 68 9,663
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 49 85 65 47 66 55 69 32,383


Total household income
Less than £10,000 52 82 65 55 67 60 68 6,194
£10,000 less than £20,000 49 85 67 50 68 58 69 8,782
£20,000 less than £30,000 49 86 67 46 68 56 68 6,095
£30,000 less than £40,000 49 84 66 46 67 55 69 4,523
£40,000 less than £50,000 48 84 65 45 67 53 68 2,977
£50,000 or more 52 85 64 45 68 53 72 6,056
No income stated or not enough information provided 50 83 64 48 64 54 67 9,638


Tenure
Owner occupiers 48 86 66 45 68 56 70 30,483
Social renters 50 80 62 52 64 55 63 7,403
Private renters 57 82 65 54 66 56 70 6,275


Accommodation type 
Houses 49 84 65 47 67 55 69 37,951


Detached 48 87 67 46 69 56 71 11,712
Semi-detached 49 84 65 47 66 56 69 14,078
Terraced 51 83 64 48 65 54 67 12,161


Flats/maisonettes 57 82 65 52 66 57 70 5,531
Other accommodation 63 88 69 58 75 69 81 131


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 45 82 63 47 64 52 63 7,495
City living 58 83 63 51 64 56 74 2,001
Countryside 47 86 68 47 68 56 69 6,845
Prospering suburbs 50 86 67 47 70 58 73 10,679
Constrained by circumstances 48 82 64 47 66 54 64 4,477
Typical traits 51 85 65 47 67 56 70 9,084
Multicultural 58 81 64 51 65 57 68 3,712


Area type
Urban 51 84 64 48 67 56 69 32,775
Rural 47 86 68 48 67 56 69 11,518


Level of physical disorder
High 49 78 61 48 61 51 60 2,367
Not high 50 85 66 48 67 56 70 41,515


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 49 81 62 48 64 53 63 7,736
Other output areas 50 84 66 47 67 56 70 24,402
20% least deprived output areas 51 87 67 49 69 58 74 8,356


1. Unweighted base refers to overall confidence in the local police. Other bases will be similar.


Percentage saying they 'strongly agree' or 'tend to agree'


Table 5.21  Perceptions of the local police by household and area characteristics


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS


Victim1 Other


Police response to the incident/matter
Told respondent what action they would take 47 47
Told someone else in household what action they would take 7 4
Told respondent or someone else in household no action would be taken 13 12
Already on scene and dealt with incident/matter immediately 11 16
Did not tell anyone what action they would take 19 15
Respondent did not want any further information 4 5


Respondent's perception of how the police handled the incident/matter
Police took the incident/matter seriously 65 70
Police treated respondent fairly 79 83
Police treated respondent with respect 89 90


Unweighted base (respondent contacted police about incident/matter) 2 4,357 1,808


Respondent's view of police action and whether the action was taken
Reasonable course of action 89 92
Police undertook action 86 86


Unweighted base (police told respondent/other household member what action they would take) 3 2,407 951


4. Excludes incidents that took place in the month of interview for consistency with incidence and prevalence rates presented elsewhere.
5. See Section 6.4 of the User Guide for definition of policing pledge.


1. Questions relating to the policing pledge were asked separately of all victims who reported an incident to the police and of those who had contacted the police for another reason (e.g. to report a 
traffic accident). 
2. Figures here are based on those who had contacted the police about a crime or for another reason: base given is for police response to the incident/matter. Other bases are similar.


Table 5.22 Policing pledge actions 


3. Figures here are based on those who had contacted the police about a crime or for another reason and who were told (or another household member was told) that the police would take some 
action. Base given is for whether the police took a reasonable course of action. The base for whether the police actually undertook the action is similar.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Confident that 
the CJS is fair


Confident that 
the CJS is 


effective


Unweighted 
base 1


Confident that 
the CJS is fair


Confident that 
the CJS is 


effective


Unweighted 
base 1


ALL ADULTS 59 41 43,086 Long-standing illness or disability 
Long-standing illness or disability 54 35 12,275


Age Limits activities 53 35 8,717
16-24 67 54 3,505 Does not limit activities 57 35 3,552
25-34 62 45 5,753 No long-standing illness or disability 61 42 30,762
35-44 58 40 7,739
45-54 56 36 7,113 Internet usage
55-64 54 33 7,457 Used in last 12 months 59 40 14,538
65-74 57 35 6,153 Not used in last 12 months 58 41 7,325
75+ 63 42 5,366


Overall level of perceived ASB
Sex High 47 32 5,291
Men 61 39 19,557 Not high 61 42 35,581
Women 58 42 23,529


Any contact with police in last 12 months
Ethnic group Contact 57 37 3,809
White 58 38 39,968 No contact 62 42 6,919
Non-White 70 60 3,068


Mixed 63 49 307 Newspaper of choice
Asian or Asian British 74 64 1,406 'Popular' 56 38 26,212
Black or Black British 60 54 828 The Sun 56 40 9,358
Chinese or other 77 63 527 The Daily Mirror 57 41 4,683


The Daily Mail 56 34 8,616
Marital status The Daily Express 55 35 2,501
Married 58 37 20,364 The Daily Star 57 41 1,054
Cohabiting 56 37 3,845 'Broadsheet' 67 45 10,338
Single 64 50 8,725 The Daily Telegraph 66 39 3,316
Separated 60 44 1,356 The Guardian 67 49 2,314
Divorced 54 35 3,948 The Independent 65 48 1,114
Widowed 64 45 4,838 The Times 68 45 3,223


The Financial Times 68 52 371
Respondent's employment status Some other newspaper 64 52 621
In employment 59 40 23,361 No one newspaper in particular 58 35 410
Unemployed 62 45 1,357 Would not want to read any newspaper 60 45 5,155
Economically inactive 60 42 18,281


Student 73 60 1,056 TV news viewing
Looking after family/home 62 46 2,278 Local news only 56 42 803
Long-term/temporarily sick/ill 48 35 1,877 National news only 65 45 3,422
Retired 59 37 12,460 Both national and local news 59 40 34,982
Other inactive 55 46 610 Do not watch news on TV 59 44 3,268


Respondent's occupation Perception of local crime rate
Managerial and professional occupations 61 38 14,360 Higher than average 50 35 2,751
Intermediate occupations 57 37 8,768 Lower than average 62 41 16,925
Routine and manual occupations 57 40 16,443 About average 58 40 12,117
Never worked and long-term unemployed 64 51 1,583
Full-time students 70 59 1,644 Experience of crime in last 12 months
Not classified 60 46 288 Victim 54 35 8,344


Not a victim 61 42 34,742
Highest qualification
Degree or diploma 64 42 14,002 Awareness of neighbourhood policing
Apprenticeship or A/AS level 58 39 7,250 Aware 62 41 4,315
O level/GCSE 57 39 8,309 Not aware 59 39 6,234
Other 58 43 1,825
None 57 41 11,645 Heard of Community Payback


Yes 57 38 8,685
No 60 42 2,061


1. Unweighted base refers to confidence that the CJS is fair. Base for CJS is effective will be similar.


Table 5.23  Confidence in the criminal justice system by personal characteristics


2. See Section 7.3 of the User Guide for definitions of personal characteristics.
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Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 BCS
Confident that the 


CJS is fair
Confident that the 


CJS is effective
Unweighted 


base 1


ALL ADULTS 59 41 43,086


Structure of household
Single adult and child(ren) 54 41 2,178
Adults & child(ren) 61 44 9,346
Adult(s) & no child(ren) 59 39 31,562


Total household income
Less than £10,000 59 44 5,970
£10,000 less than £20,000 58 41 8,562
£20,000 less than £30,000 59 38 5,970
£30,000 less than £40,000 59 39 4,441
£40,000 less than £50,000 60 38 2,913
£50,000 or more 64 40 5,930
No income stated or not enough information provided 58 42 9,277


Tenure
Owner occupiers 59 37 29,778
Social renters 56 43 7,131
Private renters 66 51 6,058


Accommodation type 
Houses 59 40 36,968


Detached 60 38 11,437
Semi-detached 58 39 13,723
Terraced 59 43 11,808


Flats/maisonettes 64 48 5,331
Other accommodation 44 30 129


Output Area Classification
Blue collar communities 54 37 7,259
City living 66 47 1,942
Countryside 60 38 6,668
Prospering suburbs 60 38 10,459
Constrained by circumstances 55 40 4,340
Typical traits 60 39 8,860
Multicultural 65 53 3,558


Area type
Urban 59 41 31,868
Rural 60 38 11,218


Level of physical disorder
High 59 45 2,277
Not high 59 40 40,412


Employment deprivation index
20% most deprived output areas 56 42 7,482
Other output areas 59 40 23,777
20% least deprived output areas 64 42 8,169


1. Unweighted base refers to confidence that the CJS is fair. Base for CJS is effective will be similar.


Table 5.24  Confidence in the criminal justice system by household and area characteristics


2. See Section 7.1 and 7.2 of the User Guide for definitions of area and household characteristics.
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6 Detection of crime 


Irene Ogunbor and Paul Taylor 


6.1 SUMMARY 


This chapter reports on the levels and trends in detections and detection rates in England and 
Wales. It focuses on sanction detections where the offender receives some formal sanction 
such as being charged or summonsed, cautioned, reprimanded or given a final warning. 
Sanction detections also include penalty notices for disorder (PNDs), warnings for cannabis 
possession and offences which are asked to be taken into consideration by a court (TICs).    


Key findings are:  


• There were 4.3 million offences recorded by the police in 2009/10 and 1.2 million 
crimes detected using sanction detections. 


• The number of sanction detections fell by ten per cent between 2008/09 and 2009/10, 
while the overall number of offences fell by eight per cent in the same period, resulting 
in a small decrease in the sanction detection rate from 28.4 per cent to 27.8 per cent.  


• As in previous years, there is a wide variation in sanction detection rates for different 
types of crime, with a 94 per cent rate for drug offences, but a rate of just 11 per cent 
for offences against vehicles. Sanction detection rates fell for all key offence groups 
between 2008/09 and 2009/10. 


• There are various ways in which the police can achieve a sanction detection, for 
example through a charge/summons or caution. For each method of detection in 
2009/10, the number of detections fell. This can be attributed in part to a corresponding 
fall in the number of offences recorded. There were small increases in the proportions 
of offences dealt with by means of charge or summons and PND, with decreases for 
other types of sanction detection. 


 


6.2 INTRODUCTION 


Detected crime is a term that describes offences which have been ‘cleared up’ by the police. 
Detections can be divided into two categories: sanction and non-sanction detections (see Box 
6.1 and Section 3 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information). 
The former occurs where the offender receives some formal sanction and the latter occurs 
where the offence was cleared up but no further action is taken against an offender. 


The detection rate described in the section below is the number of detections recorded in a 
given year as a percentage of the total number of crimes recorded in the same period. This is 
not a clear-cut measure of police investigative performance and needs to be interpreted with 
care. For example, some of the offences with the highest detection rates are the offences 
most influenced, in terms of their recorded numbers, by proactive policing to apprehend 
offenders (e.g. drug offences and many of the offences in the ‘other offences’ category). This 
means that overall detection rates can be influenced by the extent to which police prioritise 
action against different types of offending.   


The use of non-sanction detections was considerably restricted from April 2007 (see Box 6.1 
and Section 3 of the User Guide). Sanction detection rates now provide more meaningful 
comparison of individual forces, especially given that some forces had largely abandoned 
their use of non-sanction detections even prior to April 2007. 
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6.3 DETECTION RATES AND NUMBERS  


In 2009/10, 4.3 million offences were recorded by the police and 1.2 million offences were 
detected by means of one of the sanction detection methods listed in Box 6.1. The overall 
number of offences recorded by the police fell by eight per cent between 2008/09 and 
2009/10 while the total number of sanction detections fell by ten per cent in the same 
reporting period (Table 6a). This resulted in a small decrease in the sanction detection rate 
from 28.4 per cent to 27.8 per cent (a fall of 0.6 percentage points).  


Offences detected by means of a charge or summons accounted for just over half of all 
sanction detections in 2009/10, while detections by cautions accounted for a further quarter. 
Compared to 2008/09, the actual number of offences detected fell for all the disposal 


Box 6.1 Detected crime 
Detected crimes are those that have been ‘cleared up’ by the police. Not every case 
where the police know, or think they know, who committed a crime can be counted as a 
detection and some crimes are counted as detected although the victim might not be 
satisfied with the outcome.  


The police may use one of several methods to count a crime as detected and they fall into 
two categories. 


‘Sanction detections’ include offences which are cleared up through a formal sanction, 
i.e. when an offender has: 


� been charged or summonsed;  
� been cautioned, reprimanded or given a final warning;  
� had an offence taken into consideration; 
� received a penalty notice for disorder; or  
� received a warning for cannabis possession (those aged 18 and over who are 


caught in simple possession of cannabis can be eligible for such a warning). 


Not all sanction detections will necessarily result in a subsequent conviction. In cases 
detected by ‘charge/summons’, the Crown Prosecution Service may not take forward 
proceedings or the offender might be found not guilty at court. 


‘Non-sanction detections’ comprise those where the offence was counted as cleared up 
but no further action was taken. From 1 April 2007 non-sanction detections can only be 
claimed for ‘indictable-only’ offences (those offences which must be tried in a Crown 
Court) where a Crown Prosecutor is satisfied there is enough evidence to provide a 
realistic prospect of conviction but has decided not to proceed with the case, or where the 
case cannot proceed because the offender has died. 


The figures for non-sanction detections for 2008/09 and 2009/10 also include figures for 
youth restorative disposals (YRDs) that are being piloted across eight police forces. 
These allow officers to deal with low-level crime and neighbourhood disorder where it is
not considered in the public interest to prosecute. The disposal may be offered to young 
people aged 10 to 17 years inclusive. The process involves a meeting between the 
offender and the victim, an apology and may also include additional action to right the 
wrong caused (e.g. a form of community payback). 


Detection rates can be affected by a number of factors (see Section 6.3 of this chapter
and Section 3 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information). 
Care must also be taken when comparing detection data with conviction data published 
by the Ministry of Justice.  The former counts crime while the latter counts individual 
offenders and there are differences in offence classifications and the criteria used to 
determine an offence between the two sets of statistics (see Section 3 of User Guide).   


Further information on counting detections can be found in section H of the general 
Counting Rules, found at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/countgeneral10.pdf 
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methods. The number detected by charge or summons was down by five per cent though this 
largely reflects the fall in the overall number of offences recorded; the contribution to the 
overall detection rate due to this disposal type was actually up by 0.5 percentage points. The 
number of cautions was down by 16 per cent and its contribution to the detection rate was 
down by 0.6 percentage points. 
 
The disposal method showing the largest percentage fall in number was ‘Offences taken into 
consideration’ (down 22% with a 0.3 percentage point decrease in its contribution to the 
detection rate). Another notable decline was in offences detected by the issuing of a cannabis 
warning which fell by 19 per cent (0.3 percentage point decrease in its contribution to the 
detection rate). Some, but not all, of the fall in the number of cannabis warnings (down 20,293 
in 2009/10 compared to 2008/09) may be as a result of the introduction of police powers to 
issue penalty notices for disorder (PNDs) for cannabis possession which came into effect on 
26 January 2009.There were 13,886 PNDs issued for drug offences in 2009/10.  
 
There remain very few non-sanction detections compared to sanction detections. However, 
there has been a marked rise in the number of recorded non-sanction detections between 
2008/09 and 2009/10, accounted for by special arrangements that allow some forces piloting 
youth restorative disposals (YRDs) to record them under this category. The eight pilot forces 
account for 94 per cent of all non-sanction detections recorded in 2009/10 (see Box 6.1 and 
Section 3 of User Guide).  


Detection rates by offence group 


The pattern of variation in detection rates by offence group was consistent with previous 
years. Within the various offence groups, the detection rate is highest for drug offences. This 
reflects the fact that in a high proportion of these cases the offence only comes to light when 
the police apprehend an offender. In addition, it is reasonably simple to clear up a crime of 
cannabis possession (the largest category of drug offence) by issuing a cannabis warning to 
the offender, which may be done immediately without requiring a visit to a police station. In 
contrast, detection rates are lower for crimes such as offences against vehicles, where the 
offence generally only comes to light some time after it has been committed and the offender 
has (or offenders have) left the scene. The detection rates for each of the main offence 
groups in 2009/10 can be seen in Figure 6.1.  
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Figure 6.1 Sanction detection rates by offence group, England and Wales, 2009/10 
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Table 6a below summarises the numbers and rates of sanction detections by key offence 
groups for the last two years (see also Table 6.01 for a detailed breakdown). There were 
decreases in the sanction detection rates for all the key offence groups. The smallest 
decrease was in robbery (0.5 percentage points) while the biggest decrease was in fraud and 
forgery (3.5 percentage points). 
 
 
Table 6a  Number of detections and detection rate by offence group, 2008/09 and   


2009/10                                                                 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
As detection rates differ considerably for different offence types, any change in their relative 
share of total recorded crime can affect the overall detection rate, even if detection rates for 
particular offence types are relatively static. 
 
In 2009/10, criminal damage and offences against vehicles (offences with relatively low 
detection rates) accounted for a slightly lower share of total recorded crime than in 2008/09 
and there was a slight increase in the proportion accounted for by violence against the person 


2008/09 2009/10 % 
change


2008/09 2009/10 % 
change 


2008/09 2009/10 % point 
change


      Sanction detection rate (%)


Violence against the person 903,447 871,712 -3.5 426,711 387,012 -9.3 47.2 44.4 -2.8


Sexual offences 51,427 54,509 6.0 16,165 16,215 0.3 31.4 29.7 -1.7


Robbery 80,134 75,101 -6.3 16,814 15,369 -8.6 21.0 20.5 -0.5


Burglary 581,577 540,655 -7.0 77,854 68,562 -11.9 13.4 12.7 -0.7


Offences against vehicles 591,846 494,978 -16.4 67,111 52,263 -22.1 11.3 10.6 -0.8


Other theft offences 1,080,019 1,037,481 -3.9 272,700 250,892 -8.0 25.2 24.2 -1.1


Fraud and forgery 163,182 152,348 -6.6 45,264 36,943 -18.4 27.7 24.2 -3.5


Criminal damage 936,365 806,720 -13.8 131,443 108,359 -17.6 14.0 13.4 -0.6


Drug offences 243,544 234,998 -3.5 230,939 221,121 -4.3 94.8 94.1 -0.7


Other offences 71,176 70,102 -1.5 50,626 48,231 -4.7 71.1 68.8 -2.3


Total 4,702,717 4,338,604 -7.7 1,335,627 1,204,967 -9.8 28.4 27.8 -0.6


England and Wales, Recorded crime 


     Number of offences Number of sanction detections
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offences (where the detection rate is relatively high). If the 2008/09 ‘crime mix’ is applied to 
the 2009/10 sanction detection rates for individual offence types, then the overall sanction 
detection rate would be 0.7 percentage points lower. In other words, the small fall in the 
overall sanction detection rate (from 28.4% in 2008/09 to 27.8% in 2009/10) would have been 
slightly greater had there been no change in the ‘crime mix’ (Table 6a). 


In all of the offence groups (except drug offences), the greatest proportion of offences 
detected was by means of a charge or summons.  For robbery, 93 per cent of detections were 
by this method. A large number of drug offences are detected by means of a cannabis 
warning which can be issued to the offender immediately. Detections where an offender asks 
for offences to be taken into consideration are most prominent in offences against vehicles 
and burglaries. The figure below shows a minimal use of non-sanction detections across all 
crime types (Figure 6.2 and Table 6b).  


 
Figure 6.2  Percentage of all detections by method, England and Wales, 2009/10 
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Table 6b  Offences detected by offence group and method, 2009/10  
 


Offence group Total 
recorded 


crime


Charge/ 
summons


Cautions TICs1 PNDs2 Cannabis 
warnings


Non-sanction 


detections3


Violence against the person 389,449 240,508 110,598 242 35,664 n/a 2,437


Sexual offences 16,323 13,665 2,457 82 11 n/a 108


Robbery 15,391 14,352 395 622 0 n/a 22


Burglary 68,633 35,958 3,835 28,743 26 n/a 71


Offences against vehicles 52,338 23,769 4,758 23,718 18 n/a 75


Other theft offences 253,472 137,605 53,301 15,747 44,239 n/a 2,580


Fraud and forgery 37,076 23,661 7,610 5,540 132 n/a 133


Criminal damage 109,733 59,457 35,626 4,255 9,021 n/a 1,374


Drug offences 221,303 76,552 43,520 210 13,886 86,953 182


Other offences 48,291 40,470 7,452 130 179 n/a 60


Total 1,212,009 665,997 269,552 79,289 103,176 86,953 7,042


Violence against the person 100.0 61.8 28.4 0.1 9.2 n/a 0.6


Sexual offences 100.0 83.7 15.1 0.5 0.1 n/a 0.7


Robbery 100.0 93.2 2.6 4.0 0.0 n/a 0.1


Burglary 100.0 52.4 5.6 41.9 0.0 n/a 0.1


Offences against vehicles 100.0 45.4 9.1 45.3 0.0 n/a 0.1


Other theft offences 100.0 54.3 21.0 6.2 17.5 n/a 1.0


Fraud and forgery 100.0 63.8 20.5 14.9 0.4 n/a 0.4


Criminal damage 100.0 54.2 32.5 3.9 8.2 n/a 1.3


Drug offences 100.0 34.6 19.7 0.1 6.3 39.3 0.1


Other offences 100.0 83.8 15.4 0.3 0.4 n/a 0.1


Total 100.0 54.9 22.2 6.5 8.5 7.2 0.6


1.    Offences asked to be taken into consideration by a court.


2.    Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs)


n/a  Not applicable.


3.    Includes data on Youth Restorative Disposals (YRDs) submitted to the Home Office as non-sanction detections from pilots in 
eight police force areas (Avon & Somerset, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, Metropolitan, Norfolk, North Wales and 
Nottinghamshire).


England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded crime


Number of detections


Percentage of all detections


  


6.4 TRENDS OVER TIME 


Figure 6.3 shows the overall detection rate since 1988 and the sanction detection rate since 
2002/03, the sanction detection now being the preferred measure of detection following 
restrictions in the use of non-sanction detections. Detection rates fell in the period between 
1988 and 1993. In 1998/99, the recorded crime series was extended and the Counting Rules 
amended. In addition, in 1999/00, further guidance was issued which tightened the 
circumstances in which a detection could be recorded. Both of these changes led to a further 
decline in detection rates.  


The National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS), introduced in April 2002, resulted in forces 
recording more crimes which were less easy to detect. This change had the effect of reducing 
the overall detection rate. 
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Figure 6.3 Detection rates, 1988 to 2009/10, England and Wales 
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Following the introduction of NCRS, sanction detection rates remained stable between 
2002/03 and 2003/04. The rates then rose in successive years between 2004/05 and 2007/08 
with an increase of two to three percentage points per year. This rise coincided with the 
greater emphasis by central government on raising the number of crimes detected and the 
setting of national targets. The introduction of cannabis warnings and PNDs nationally in 
2004/05 has also contributed to this rise, with these detections making a contribution of 4.4 
percentage points to the sanction detection rate of  27.8 per cent  (see table 6.03).  


Table 6.02 presents trend information by offence group. Key findings include the following:  


• Between 2002/03 and 2009/10, the overall sanction detection rate rose from 19 to 28 
per cent.  The rate has remained broadly consistent for the period 2007/08 to 2009/10. 


• The biggest difference in sanction detection rates between 2002/03 and 2009/10 was 
for violence against the person, with the rate in 2009/10 standing at 44 per cent as 
compared with 36 per cent in 2002/03. This can partly be accounted for by the national 
introduction of PNDs in 2004/05. PNDs issued for those disorder offences which can 
attract this penalty accounted for nine per cent of all violence against the person 
detections in 2009/10 (Table 6b). 


• Detection rates for drugs and ‘other offences’ have remained relatively high since 
2002/03. This reflects the fact that many of these offences come to light as a result of 
an offender being apprehended. 


The only drops in sanction detection rates between 2002/03 and 2009/10 for a key offence 
group have been for sexual offences, down by two percentage points, and ‘other offences’, 
down by one percentage point. The introduction of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, introduced 
in May 2004, altered the definitions of sexual offences and may have influenced the detection 
rate. Within sexual offences, sanction detection rates for rape of a female were down six 
percentage points between 2002/03 and 2009/10. Rape offences are known to be under-
reported because of the sensitive nature of the offence and steps are being taken to 
encourage more victims to report offences. Additionally, over the last year forces have 
reported taking some additional steps to improve their recording of rape and other sexual 
offences. This will have affected both the number of recorded offences and the number of 
detections (see Chapter 3 for further details). 
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Figure 6.4  Detection rates by method, 2002/03 to 2009/10, England and Wales 


0


5


10


15


20


25


30


200
2 /03


2003
/04


20
04/05


200
5 /06


200
6 /07


2007
/08


20
08/09


200
9 /10


Year 


D
et


ec
tio


n 
ra


te
 (%


)


Non-sanction detections


Cannabis Warnings


PNDs


TICs


Cautions


Charge/summons


 


 
Figure 6.4 and Table 6.03 show the shift away from non-sanction detections as a result of the 
new rules in 2007/08 which significantly limited the occasions for which such disposals could 
be applied. Several forces had already made the decision to move away from non-sanction 
detection even prior to the formal change in rules. The largest proportion of disposal method 
by sanction detection is accounted for by a charge or summons followed by cautions. The 
chart also illustrates the increase in the issuing of penalty notices for disorder and cannabis 
warnings since their introduction nationally in 2004/05. 
 
The detection rate by charge or summons in 2009/10 was 15 per cent compared to 13 per 
cent in 2002/03, while the detection rate by cautions was six per cent in 2009/10 compared to 
four per cent in 2002/03. The shift in the use of non-sanction detection is also illustrated (from 
five per cent detection rate in 2002/03 to less than half a per cent in 2009/10). 


Variations in sanction detection rates across police forces and regions are detailed in Chapter 
7.  
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Table 6.01  Sanction detection rates by individual offence, 2008/09 and 2009/101,2,3


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Offence 2008/09 2009/10


Number of 
offences4


 Number of 
sanction 


detections 


Sanction 
detection           


rate %5


Number of 
offences4


Number of 
sanction 


detections


Sanction 
detection           


rate %5


1 Murder
4.1 Manslaughter                         Homicide 657 597 91 615 531 86 -5
4.2 Infanticide
2 Attempted murder 576 439 76 588 432 73 -3
4.3 Intentional destruction of viable unborn child 2 4 - 3 0 - -
4.4 Causing death by dangerous driving 375 341 91 289 267 92 1
4.6 Causing death by careless driving when under the influence of drink or drugs 29 28 97 35 32 91 -5
4.8 Causing death by careless or inconsiderate driving 36 17 47 180 167 93 46
5A Inflicting grievous bodily harm (GBH) with intent 22,655 9,284 41 22,798 10,893 48 7
5B Use of substance or object to endanger life 463 199 43 418 158 38 -5
5C Possession of items to endanger life 267 111 42 333 132 40 -2
8F Inflicting grievous bodily harm (GBH) without intent 17,166 6,312 37 16,507 6,502 39 3
8H Racially or religiously aggravated inflicting GBH without intent 383 123 32 223 85 38 6
37.1 Causing death by aggravated vehicle taking 14 8 - 5 2 - -
4.7 Causing or allowing death of a child or vulnerable person 8 7 - 2 1 - -
4.9 Causing death by driving: unlicensed drivers etc. 7 4 - 15 19 - -
4.10 Corporate manslaughter 2 0 - 1 1 - -
8G Actual bodily harm (ABH) and other injury 374,245 152,822 41 356,075 139,766 39 -2
8J Racially or religiously aggravated ABH and other injury 3,923 1,591 41 3,515 1,529 43 3
8K Poisoning or female genital mutilation 162 32 20 141 24 17 -3


Violence against the person – with injury 420,970 171,919 41 401,743 160,541 40 -1


3A Conspiracy to murder 56 29 52 44 28 64 12
3B Threats to kill 9,460 3,105 33 9,566 3,120 33 0
6 Endangering railway passengers 320 52 16 231 29 13 -4
7 Endangering life at sea 8 7 88 7 4 57 -30
10A Possession of firearms with intent 1,973 1,048 53 1,583 793 50 -3
10C Possession of other weapons 14,942 13,821 92 11,940 10,832 91 -2
10D Possession of article with blade or point 13,988 13,013 93 10,857 10,017 92 -1
8L Harassment 48,352 13,130 27 53,029 13,574 26 -2
9A Public fear, alarm or distress 142,230 107,548 76 126,579 88,531 70 -6
8M Racially or religiously aggravated harassment 2,391 846 35 2,376 913 38 3
9B Racially or religiously aggravated public fear, alarm or distress 23,354 10,379 44 23,235 10,746 46 2
11 Cruelty to and neglect of children 6,200              3,310              53 6,621 3,555 54 1
12 Abandoning a child under the age of two years 23                   18                   - 9 9 - -
13 Child abduction 566                 208                 37 561 204 36 0
14 Procuring illegal abortion 5                     2                     - 3 1 - -
104 Assault without injury on a constable 17,386            16,035            92 15,778 14,368 91 -1
105A Assault without injury 197,041          70,566            36 203,220 67,928 33 -2
105B Racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury 4,182              1,675              40 4,330 1,819 42 2


Violence against the person – without injury 482,477          254,792          53 469,969 226,471 48 -5


TOTAL VIOLENCE AGAINST THE PERSON OFFENCES 903,447          426,711          47 871,712 387,012 44 -3


% point change                       
in sanction                      


detection rate                 
between                         


2008/09 and                       
2009/10
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Table 6.01 (contd)  Sanction detection rates by individual offence, 2008/09 and 2009/101,2,3


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Offence 2008/09 2009/10


 Number of 
offences 


 Number of 
sanction 


detections 


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


Number of 
offences


Number of 
sanction 


detections


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


17 Indecent assault on a male 158 79 50 .. .. ..
17A     Sexual assault on a male aged 13 and over 1,161 332 29 1,212 318 26 -2
17B     Sexual assault on a male child under 13 1,001 335 33 1,058 347 33 -1


0
19A     Rape of a female 170 60 35 .. .. .. ..
19C     Rape of a female aged 16 and over 7,780 1,665 21 9,102 1,781 20 -2
19D     Rape of a female child under 16 2,538 742 29 2,926 840 29 -1
19E     Rape of a female child under 13 1,652 649 39 1,963 798 41 1


Rape of a female 12,140 3,116 26 13,991 3,419 24 -1
0


19B     Rape of a male 22 2 9 .. .. .. ..
19F     Rape of a male aged 16 and over 317 52 16 372 71 19 3
19G     Rape of a male child under 16 218 71 33 241 94 39 6
19H     Rape of a male child under 13 407 166 41 561 207 37 -4


Rape of a male 964 291 30 1,174 372 32 1
0


20 Indecent assault on a female 575 274 48 .. .. .. ..
20A     Sexual assault on a female aged 13 and over 15,503 4,326 28 15,713 4,210 27 -1
20B     Sexual assault on a female child under 13 3,661 1,355 37 4,160 1,451 35 -2
21 Sexual activity involving a child under 13 1,648 600 36 1,828 610 33 -3
22 Unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under 16 51 18 35 .. .. .. ..
22B     Sexual activity involving a child under 16 3,315 1,129 34 3,992 1,348 34 0
22A     Causing sexual activity without consent 151 58 38 132 31 23 -15
70 Sexual activity etc. with a person with a mental disorder 131 41 31 125 42 34 2
71 Abuse of children through prostitution and pornography 116 65 56 135 57 42 -14
72 Trafficking for sexual exploitation 52 26 50 59 36 61 11
74 Gross indecency with a child 121 50 41 .. .. .. ..


Most serious sexual crime 40,748 12,095 30 43,579 12,241 28 -2


16 Buggery 36 15 - .. .. .. ..
18 Gross indecency between males 14 5 - .. .. .. ..
23 Incest or familial sexual offences 1,040 361 35 1,114 421 38 3
24 Exploitation of prostitution 173 144 83 148 101 68 -15
25 Abduction of female 4 0 - .. .. .. ..
27 Soliciting for the purposes of prostitution 1,071 1,060 99 1,186 1,080 91 -8
73 Abuse of position of trust of a sexual nature 195 107 55 183 90 49 -6
88A     Sexual grooming 314 134 43 405 149 37 -6
88C Other miscellaneous sexual offences 298 101 34 356 97 27 ..
88D Unnatural sexual offences 5 4 - 15 10 - -
88E Exposure and voyeurism 7,529 2,139 28 7,523 2,026 27 ..


Other sexual offences 10,679 4,070 38 10,930 3,974 36 -2


TOTAL SEXUAL OFFENCES 51,427 16,165 31 54,509 16,215 30 -2


% point change                       
in sanction                      


detection rate                 
between                         


2008/09 and                       
2009/10
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Table 6.01 (contd)  Sanction detection rates by individual offence, 2008/09 and 2009/101,2,3


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Offence 2008/09 2009/10


 Number of 
offences 


 Number of 
sanction 


detections 


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


Number of 
offences


Number of 
sanction 


detections


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


34A     Robbery of business property 9,350 2,550 27 8,173 2,356 29 2
34B     Robbery of personal property 70,784 14,264 20 66,928 13,013 19 -1


TOTAL ROBBERY OFFENCES 80,134 16,814 21 75,101 15,369 20 -1


28 Burglary in a dwelling 282,986 45,906 16 .. .. .. ..
28A Burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. 214,870 36,874 17 ..
28B Attempted burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. 44,717 3,837 9 ..
28C Distraction burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. 6,932 928 13 ..
28D Attempted distraction burglary in a dwelling .. .. .. 723 133 18 ..
29 Aggravated burglary in a dwelling 1,454 578 40 1,353 489 36 -4


Total burglary in a dwelling 284,440 46,484 16 268,595 42,261 16 -1


30 Burglary in a building other than a dwelling 296,954 31,303 11 .. .. .. ..
30A Burglary in a building other than a dwelling .. .. .. 236,034 24,274 10 ..
30B Attempted burglary in a building other than a dwelling .. .. .. 35,873 1,980 6 ..
31 Aggravated burglary in a building other than a dwelling 183 67 37 153 47 31 -6


Total burglary in a building other than a dwelling 297,137 31,370 11 272,060 26,301 10 -1


TOTAL BURGLARY OFFENCES 581,577 77,854 13 540,655 68,562 13 -1


37.2 Aggravated vehicle taking 9,724 5,276 54 7,995 4,565 57 3
45 Theft from a vehicle 396,963 38,205 10 339,140 29,246 9 -1
48 Theft or unauthorised taking of motor vehicle 137,511 19,191 14 109,817 15,068 14 0
126 Interfering with a motor vehicle  47,648 4,439 9 38,026 3,384 9 0


TOTAL OFFENCES AGAINST VEHICLES 591,846 67,111 11 494,978 52,263 11 -1


38 Profiting from or concealing knowledge of the proceeds of crime 2,507 1,876 75 2,593 1,852 71 -3
39 Theft from the person 89,662 3,402 4 92,271 3,285 4 0
40 Theft in a dwelling other than from automatic machine or meter 51,204 8,477 17 53,391 7,865 15 -2
41 Theft by an employee 15,464 8,461 55 13,181 7,042 53 -1
42 Theft of mail 3,724 265 7 3,103 181 6 -1
43 Dishonest use of electricity 1,785 1,285 72 1,738 1,218 70 -2
44 Theft or unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle 104,170 4,962 5 109,851 5,643 5 0
46 Shoplifting 320,748 201,891 63 307,845 189,046 61 -2
47 Theft from automatic machine or meter 7,653 1,343 18 7,759 1,357 17 0
49 Other theft or unauthorised taking 472,335 30,624 6 436,324 24,509 6 -1
54 Handling stolen goods 10,767 10,114 94 9,425 8,894 94 0


OTHER THEFT OFFENCES 1,080,019 272,700 25 1,037,481 250,892 24 -1


% point change                       
in sanction                      


detection rate                 
between                         


2008/09 and                       
2009/10
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Table 6.01 (contd)  Sanction detection rates by individual offence, 2008/09 and 2009/101,2,3


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Offence 2008/09 2009/10


 Number of 
offences 


 Number of 
sanction 


detections 


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


Number of 
offences


Number of 
sanction 


detections


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


51 Fraud by company director 815 523 64 87 39 45 -19
52 False accounting 146 82 56 158 58 37 -19
53C Fraud by false representation: cheque, plastic card and online accounts 26,593 9,760 37 27,139 8,132 30 -7
53D Fraud by false representation: other frauds 122,439 26,555 22 113,802 21,439 19 -3
53E Fraud by failing to disclose information 303 241 80 362 267 74 -6
53F Fraud by abuse of position 923 601 65 1,159 883 76 11
53G Obtaining services dishonestly 1,151 567 49 1,063 480 45 -4
53H Making or supplying articles for use in fraud 608 139 23 860 183 21 -2
53J Possession of articles for use in fraud 1,466 1,143 78 1,541 1,077 70 -8
55 Bankruptcy and insolvency offences 15 10 - 13 9 - -
60 Forgery or use of false drug prescription 446 313 70 344 222 65 -6
61 Other forgery 4,244 1,730 41 2,521 1,210 48 7
61A Possession of false documents 2,646 2,380 90 2,244 2,060 92 2
814 Vehicle/driver document fraud 1,387 1,220 88 1,055 884 84 -4


TOTAL FRAUD AND FORGERY OFFENCES 163,182 45,264 28 152,348 36,943 24 -3


56A Arson endangering life 3,629 962 27 3,625 1,028 28 2
56B Arson not endangering life 31,197 2,146 7 28,954 1,894 7 0
58A     Criminal damage to a dwelling 235,427 36,781 16 198,978 30,432 15 0
58B     Criminal damage to a building other than a dwelling 109,429 21,584 20 88,508 16,966 19 -1
58C     Criminal damage to a vehicle 389,733 38,905 10 336,726 32,104 10 0
58D     Other criminal damage 157,111 28,251 18 140,678 23,479 17 -1
58E     Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage to a dwelling 999 196 20 850 131 15 -4
58F     Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage to a building other than a dwelling 780 237 30 662 172 26 -4
58G     Racially or religiously aggravated criminal damage to a vehicle 1,306 303 23 1,133 308 27 4
58H     Racially or religiously aggravated other criminal damage 727 182 25 604 135 22 -3
59 Threat etc. to commit criminal damage 6,027 1,896 31 6,002 1,710 28 -3


TOTAL CRIMINAL DAMAGE OFFENCES 936,365 131,443 14 806,720 108,359 13 -1


   TOTAL PROPERTY CRIME 3,352,989 594,372 18 3,032,182 517,019 17 -1


92A     Trafficking in controlled drugs 29,894 26,568 89 33,009 28,674 87 -2
92C     Other drug offences 1,123 1,068 95 1,117 1,025 92 -3
92D     Possession of controlled drugs (excluding cannabis) 44,584 43,128 97 38,262 36,967 97 0
92E     Possession of controlled drugs (cannabis) 6 167,943 160,175 95 162,610 154,455 95 0


TOTAL DRUG OFFENCES 243,544 230,939 95 234,998 221,121 94 -1


10B Possession of firearms offences 4,462 3,897 87 4,024 3,489 87 -1
81 Other firearms offences 292 312 107 254 214 84 -23
15 Concealing an infant death close to birth 8 5 - 6 3 - -
26 Bigamy 64 40 63 60 39 65 3


% point change                       
in sanction                      


detection rate                 
between                         


2008/09 and                       
2009/10
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Table 6.01 (contd)  Sanction detection rates by individual offence, 2008/09 and 2009/101,2,3


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime


Offence 2008/09 2009/10


 Number of 
offences 


 Number of 
sanction 


detections 


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


Number of 
offences


Number of 
sanction 


detections


Sanction 
detection           


rate %


33 Going equipped for stealing, etc. 3,796 3,162 83 3,676 2,909 79 -4
35 Blackmail 1,362 329 24 1,458 328 22 -2
36 Kidnapping 2,033 829 41 1,868 765 41 0
62 Treason 0 0 - 0 0 - -
64 Riot 3 1 - 0 0 - -
65 Violent disorder 1,023 600 59 861 538 62 4
66 Other offences against the State or public order 37,683 26,771 71 37,598 26,107 69 -2
67 Perjury 177 122 69 186 136 73 4
68 Libel 0 0 - 0 0 - -
69 Offender Management Act offences .. .. .. 533 332 62
75 Betting, gaming and lotteries 22 16 - 21 20 - -
76 Aiding suicide 7 2 - 17 1 - -
78 Immigration offences 574 488 85 411 353 86 1
79 Perverting the course of justice 8,395 4,668 56 7,994 4,279 54 -2
80 Absconding from lawful custody 648 574 89 558 449 80 -8
82 Customs and Revenue offences 12 12 - 10 8 - -
83 Bail offences 6 4 - 4 2 - -
84 Trade descriptions, etc. 1,143 1,074 94 807 728 90 -4
85 Health and Safety offences 16 17 - 6 2 - -
86 Obscene publications etc. 2,763 2,154 78 3,195 2,411 75 -2
87 Protection from eviction 71 8 11 81 10 12 1
89 Adulteration of food 13 12 - 4 4 - -
90 Other knives offences 7 5 - 13 11 - -
91 Public health offences 115 27 23 488 36 7 -
94 Planning laws 1 1 - 0 0 - -
95 Disclosure, Obstruction, False or Misleading Statements etc. 506 444 88 425 379 89 1
99 Other notifiable or triable-either-way offences 1,736 1,108 64 1,618 1,050 65 1
802 Dangerous driving 4,238 3,944 93 3,926 3,628 92 -1


TOTAL OTHER MISCELLANEOUS OFFENCES 71,176 50,626 71 70,102 48,231 69 -2


TOTAL RECORDED CRIME - ALL OFFENCES 4,702,717       1,335,627       28 4,338,604       1,204,967       28 -1


1.  Offences detected in the current year may have been initially recorded in an earlier year and for this reason some percentages may exceed 100.
2.  Numbers of recorded crimes and percentages will be affected by changes in reporting and recording.
3.  Some forces have revised their 2008/09 data and totals may not agree with those previously published.
4. Total recorded crime whether detected or not.
5. The number of crimes that are cleared up by a sanction detection divided by total number of recorded offences.
6. Since 26 January 2009, Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) can be given for an offence of cannabis possession.  Up to the end of March 2009 such PNDs were counted in the same category as Cannabis Warnings. 


7. Percentage point change based on unrounded figures.
-  Indicates that data are not reported because the base number of offences is less than 50.


% point change                       
in sanction                      


detection rate                 
between                         


2008/09 and                       
2009/10
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Percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime
Offence 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


   Violence against the person – with injury 34 32 32 38 39 41 41 40 -1
   Violence against the person – without injury 37 34 40 47 53 55 53 48 -5


Total violence against the person 36 33 36 42 46 49 47 44 -3


   Most serious sexual crime 31 29 27 29 28 28 30 28 -2
      of which:
      Sexual assault on a female 30 28 27 29 28 28 30 28 -2
      Rape of a female 30 26 25 25 25 25 26 24 -1


   Other sexual offences 34 33 32 35 35 38 38 36 -2


Total sexual offences 32 30 28 31 30 30 31 30 -2


Total robbery 17 17 17 17 18 20 21 20 -1


   Burglary in a dwelling 13 14 14 16 17 16 16 16 -1
   Burglary in a building other than a dwelling 10 10 10 10 11 11 11 10 -1


Total burglary 11 12 12 13 14 13 13 13 -1


   Theft of a motor vehicle 13 13 14 14 15 16 17 17 0
   Theft from a vehicle 6 6 7 8 9 9 10 9 -1
    Interfering with a motor vehicle 6 6 7 8 9 9 9 9 0


Total offences against vehicles 8 8 9 10 10 11 11 11 -1


Other theft offences 19 18 18 20 22 23 25 24 -1


Fraud and forgery 23 23 24 27 27 31 28 24 -3


Criminal damage 10 9 10 12 13 14 14 13 -1


Drug offences 86 81 92 92 94 95 95 94 -1


Other offences 70 68 65 68 68 71 71 69 -2


TOTAL 19 19 21 24 26 28 28 28 -1


1. Percentage point change based on unrounded figures.


Table 6.02  Sanction detection rates by offence group and selected offence types, 2002/03 to 2009/10 and percentage point change 
between 2008/09 and 2009/10


% point 
change 


2008/09 to 
2009/10 1


162







England and Wales, Recorded crime 
Method of detection 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


%          
change  


Charge/summons 802,469 783,056 725,048 725,375 693,808 674,307 698,728 665,997 -4.7


Cautions 213,020 225,405 263,237 310,934 357,898 358,295 319,259 269,552 -15.6


TICs1 111,541 105,648 106,182 117,579 121,417 107,174 102,046 79,289 -22.3


PNDs2 3 .. 3,045 43,526 105,695 139,735 129,018 108,348 103,176 -4.8


Cannabis warnings3 .. .. 40,138 62,586 80,653 103,804 107,246 86,953 -18.9


Total sanction detections 1,127,030 1,117,154 1,178,131 1,322,169 1,393,511 1,372,598 1,335,627 1,204,967 -9.8


Non-sanction detections4 5 273,735 289,311 262,544 193,809 81,904 865 2,908 7,042 142.2


All detections 1,400,765 1,406,465 1,440,675 1,515,978 1,475,415 1,373,463 1,338,535 1,212,009 -9.5


Total number of offences6 5,974,960 6,013,759 5,637,511 5,555,172 5,427,558 4,951,173 4,702,717 4,338,604 -7.7


% point 
change  


Charge/summons 13.4 13.0 12.9 13.1 12.8 13.6 14.9 15.4 0.5


Cautions 3.6 3.7 4.7 5.6 6.6 7.2 6.8 6.2 -0.6


TICs1 1.9 1.8 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.2 1.8 -0.3


PNDs2 3 .. 0.1 0.8 1.9 2.6 2.6 2.3 2.4 0.1


Cannabis warnings3 .. .. 0.7 1.1 1.5 2.1 2.3 2.0 -0.3


Total sanction detections 18.9 18.6 20.9 23.8 25.7 27.7 28.4 27.8 -0.6


Non-sanction detections4 5 4.6 4.8 4.7 3.5 1.5 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1


All detections 23.4 23.4 25.6 27.3 27.2 27.7 28.5 27.9 -0.5


1. Offences asked to be taken into consideration by a court.
2. Penalty Notices for Disorder (formerly known as fixed penalty notices) were introduced in several forces in 2003/04 and nationally in 2004/05.


6. Total recorded crime whether detected or not.


..  Not available.


4. Includes data on Youth Restorative Disposals (YRDs) submitted to the Home Office as non-sanction detections from pilots in eight police 
force areas (Avon & Somerset, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire, Metropolitan, Norfolk, North Wales, Nottinghamshire).  The pilot 
was introduced in 2008/09 and the number of these disposals increased significantly in 2009/10. 


7. The number of crimes that are cleared up by a detection divided by total number of recorded offences.


5. From 1 April 2007, new rules governing non-sanction detections significantly limited the occasions for which such administrative disposals 
can be applied.


Table 6.03  Number of detections and detection rates by method of detection, 2002/03 to 2009/10 


3. Cannabis warnings for possession of cannabis were introduced in 2004/05. Since 26 January 2009, Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) 
can also be given for an offence of cannabis possession.  Up to the end of March 2009 such PNDs were counted in the same category as 
Cannabis warnings. 
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7 Geographic patterns of crime 


Neil Higgins, Paul Robb and Andrew Britton 


7.1 SUMMARY 


Both the British Crime Survey (BCS) and police recorded crime data indicate that crime is not 
evenly distributed across England and Wales.  


• The 2009/10 BCS found that the risk of being a victim of any household crime was 
higher in the most deprived areas compared with the least deprived areas in England. 
Trends in household crime in the most and least deprived areas in England have been 
broadly similar between 2001/02 and 2009/10, with the exception of trends in burglary. 
There has been a statistically significant reduction in levels of burglary in the most 
deprived areas since 2001/02 but no significant change in the least deprived areas.  


• As in previous years, the 2009/10 BCS found that the risk of being a victim of any 
household crime was higher in urban areas than in rural areas. Trends in household 
crime have been broadly similar in urban and rural areas in England and Wales since 
2001/02. 


• Police recorded crime figures for England in 2009/10 show that crime rates were higher 
in areas classified as predominantly urban, than in areas that were classified as 
predominantly rural. 


Variation at regional level shows:   


• London was the region with the highest rates of total recorded crime, violence against 
the person, offences against vehicles and other theft offences. This region also had a 
higher BCS risk of personal crime than for England and Wales overall.  


• The East of England region had the lowest rates of overall recorded crime, violence 
against the person and amongst the lowest rates of burglary and offences against 
vehicles. 


• In Wales BCS risk of personal and household crime was lower than for England and 
Wales overall.  


Geographic patterns and concentrations of crime varied by crime type.  


• Sixty-two per cent of robberies in England and Wales were recorded by just three 
forces, the Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, that 
comprise 24 per cent of the population. 


• Fifty-four per cent of the total of selected serious offences involving a knife1 were 
recorded by these same three forces. In more urban forces knives were involved in a 
greater proportion of recorded serious offences than was the case in more rural forces. 


                                                
1 Total of selected serious offences only includes the five offence types: Attempted Murder; Threats to Kill; ABH and 
GBH; Robbery; Rape and Sexual assaults, as shown in Table 7.14. In this table 'offences involving a knife' refers to 
the use of a knife or sharp instrument. There are other offences not covered by these offence types which may 
include the use of a knife or sharp instrument. 
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7.2 INTRODUCTION 


This chapter presents variations in crime by type of area (including rural and urban areas and 
by differing levels of deprivation) and by region and police force area. Information is also 
presented on detections and perceptions of crime and anti-social behaviour by region and 
police force area. 


There are differences in the way that crimes are geographically recorded by the police and 
the BCS. The BCS crime count is based on the home location of the victim irrespective of 
where in England and Wales the crime actually took place2. Police recorded crime, however, 
relates to the location of the incident.  


Rates of police recorded crime in London and other cities will be affected by the size of the 
day-time population relative to the resident population. Therefore rates of crimes expressed 
on a residents basis will tend to be inflated in such areas. Conversely, commuter areas where 
the day-time population is lower than the resident population may understate actual rates of 
crime.  


Analysis of BCS crime by type of area focuses on BCS household crimes (burglary, 
vandalism and vehicle-related theft) which are more likely to take place in or around the 
victim’s residence than personal crimes which may occur elsewhere.  


7.3 CRIME IN THE MOST AND LEAST DEPRIVED AREAS 


Consistent with previous years, the 2009/10 BCS shows the risk of being a victim of any 
household crime was higher for households living in the most deprived areas compared with 
those in the least deprived areas in England3 (19% compared with 14%, Figure 7.1).  


• In the most deprived areas, the risk of households being victims of vandalism is eight 
per cent as compared with six per cent in the least deprived areas. 


• In the most deprived areas, the risk of households being victims of vehicle-related theft 
is seven per cent as compared with five per cent in the least deprived areas. 


• In the most deprived areas the risk of households being victims of burglary is three per 
cent as compared with one per cent in the least deprived areas 


                                                
2 The main BCS crime count excludes crimes that occurred outside of England and Wales, e.g. while abroad on 
holiday. 
3 This analysis is restricted to England as the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) does not cover Wales where a 
separate Index is used and is based on the employment deprivation domain. See Section 7 of the User Guide to 
Home Office Crime Statistics for details of the IMD. 
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Figure 7.1  Risk of crime by level of deprivation in England, 2009/10 BCS 
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Trends in BCS household crime by level of deprivation are presented from 2001/02 onwards4 
(Table 7.01). Trends in the rates for component parts of BCS household crime in the most 
and least deprived areas in England have been broadly similar between 2001/02 and 
2009/10, with the exception of trends in burglary (Figure 7.2). While there have been large 
falls in burglary rates in the most deprived areas since 2001/02 (with the most notable fall 
occurring between 2003/04 and 2004/05), rates have remained broadly flat in the least 
deprived areas. Despite this difference in trends, the 2009/10 BCS rate of burglary remained 
higher in the most deprived areas (464 burglaries per 10,000 households) compared with the 
least deprived areas in England (a rate of 161 per 10,000).  


Figure 7.2  Trends in incidence rates of burglary by level of deprivation in England, 
        2001/02 to 2009/10 BCS 
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4 BCS trends are presented from 2001/02 as this is the year the BCS became continuous and the sample expanded. 
Prior to 2001/02 the BCS ran at approximately two year intervals See Section 2 of the User Guide for details. 
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7.4 CRIME IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 


This section presents an analysis of crime in urban and rural areas for BCS and police 
recorded crime data5.  


As in previous years, the 2009/10 BCS found that the risk of being a victim of any household 
crime was higher in urban areas than rural areas (18% compared with 12%, Figure 7.3) and 
this is shown for each of the main household crime types.  


• Seven per cent had experienced vandalism compared with five per cent in rural areas. 


• Six per cent had been victims of vehicle-related theft compared with three per cent in 
rural areas 


• Three per cent of households in urban areas had been victims of burglary compared 
with one per cent in rural areas. 


 


Within the 2009/10 BCS sample, the weighted proportion of households that are resident in 
urban areas was 79 per cent with 21 per cent in rural areas. 


 


Figure 7.3  Risk of crime in urban and rural areas, 2009/10 BCS 
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Trends in BCS household crime in urban and rural areas are presented from 2001/02 
onwards6 (Table 7.02). Trends in BCS household crime incidence rates have been broadly 
similar in urban and rural areas in England and Wales see Section 7 of the User Guide for 
details of the urban/rural classification. Levels of BCS household crime have decreased by 30 
per cent in urban areas and 26 per cent in rural areas between the 2001/02 and 2009/10 
surveys (Figure 7.4). Burglary, vehicle-related theft and vandalism have shown similar trends 
in both urban and rural areas, with decreases in all three crime types (Table 7.02).  


                                                
5 For BCS analysis, the National Statistics rural/urban definition for output areas has been used. For police recorded 
crime analysis, the National Statistics rural/urban LA classification has been used, which is restricted to England as 
the classification does not cover Wales. See Section 7 of the User Guide for details. 
6 BCS trends are presented from 2001/02 as this is the year the BCS became continuous and the sample expanded. 
Prior to 2001/02 the BCS ran at approximately two year intervals See Section 2 of the User Guide for details. 
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Figure 7.4  Trends in incidence rates of BCS household crime in urban and rural areas, 
                   2001/02 to 2009/10 
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Police recorded crime figures for England in 2009/10 show that crime rates were higher in 
areas classified as predominantly urban, than in areas that were classified as predominantly 
rural. This is observed at both the police force area level (Table 7.03) and the Community 
Safety Partnership7 level (Table 7.04). In this section, the analysis is presented at the 
Community Safety Partnership level, as the more detailed geography enables a greater 
distinction between rural and urban areas8.  
 
Recorded crime rates in urban and rural Community Safety Partnerships varied by offence 
group type (Figure 7.5, Table 7.04). For all offence groups, recorded crime rates were higher 
in areas classified as predominantly urban than in areas that were classified as predominantly 
rural. The differences in crime rates between areas classified as predominantly urban and 
predominantly rural were highest for robbery offences. Predominantly rural, significant rural 
and predominantly urban Community Safety Partnerships comprise 24 per cent, 14 per cent 
and 62 per cent of the population in England respectively. 
 
Trends in recorded crime rates in urban and rural areas are detailed in Tables 7.04 and 7.05 
and illustrated for offences against vehicles, burglary and violence against the person in 
Figures 7.6 to 7.8. Trends are presented from 2002/03 onwards9. The trends in levels of 
recorded crime for these offence groups were similar for areas that were classified as 
predominantly rural, significant rural and predominantly urban. For burglary and offences 
against vehicles there is some evidence of a narrowing of the disparity in crime rates between 
urban and rural areas.


                                                
7 Set up under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and are, in nearly all cases, coterminous with local authority areas 
See section 7 of the User Guide for details.  
8 For example, Northumbria Police is classified as a predominantly urban force but in 2009/10 it contained six 
Community Safety Partnerships, five of which are classified as predominantly urban (Newcastle upon Tyne, North 
Tyneside, South Tyneside, Sunderland) and one classified as predominantly rural (Northumberland County). 
9 Recorded crime trends are presented from 2002/03 as the National Crime Recording Standard was introduced in 
April 2002. Figures before and after that date are not directly comparable See Section 3 of the User Guide for details. 
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Figure 7.5  Recorded crime rates per 10,000 population by Community Safety 
                   Partnership rural/urban classification, 2009/10 
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Figure 7.6  Trends in recorded crime rates for offences against vehicles by Community 
                   Safety Partnership rural/urban classification, 2002/03 to 2009/10  
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Figure 7.7  Trends in recorded crime rates for burglary by 
                   Community Safety Partnership rural/urban classification, 2002/03 to 2009/10 
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Figure 7.8  Trends in recorded crime rates for violence against the person by 
                   Community Safety Partnership rural/urban classification, 2002/03 to 2009/10 
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7.5 VARIATIONS IN CRIME BY ENGLISH REGIONS, WALES AND 
POLICE FORCE AREAS 


Tables 7.05 to 7.12 present a summary of police recorded crime and BCS figures for the 
English Government Office Regions, Wales and for each police force area. A supplementary 
factsheet on crime in Wales is also released as a companion to this volume and can be found 
at:  


http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/wales10.pdf  (English language version) 


http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/walescymru10.pdf  (Welsh language version) 


Care should be taken when comparing crime rates at sub-national level as some of the 
differences between areas are likely to reflect variations in the composition of those areas, for 
example in the degree of urbanisation, level of deprivation and the balance between day-time 
and resident population. However, some clear patterns are evident and these are highlighted 
below. 


Crime by English Government Office Region 


Police recorded crime figures for 2009/10 show: 


• London was the region with the highest rates of total recorded crime, violence against 
the person, robbery, offences against vehicles, fraud and forgery, drug offences and 
other theft offences.  


• The East of England region had the lowest rates of overall recorded crime, violence 
against the person and amongst the lowest rates of burglary and offences against 
vehicles.  


According to the 2009/10 BCS, the risk of household and personal crime was similar to the 
overall figures for England and Wales in the majority of the English regions. There were a few 
exceptions: 


• In the London region, risk of personal crime was significantly higher than for England 
and Wales overall. 


• In Wales risk of personal and household crime was significantly lower than for England 
and Wales overall. 


• In the West Midlands region, risk of household crime was significantly lower than for 
England and Wales overall. 


Crime and detections by police force area 


The regional crime rates, shown in Tables 7.05 to 7.12, mask further variation at the more 
local level as crime tends to be geographically concentrated in smaller areas. For example, 
this is particularly the case for robberies and knife-related offences.  


• Sixty-two per cent of robberies in England and Wales were recorded by just three 
forces, the Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, that 
comprise 24 per cent of the population. 


Tables 7.13 and 7.14 presents a summary of knife and sharp instrument offences recorded by 
the police for selected offences, for each police force area, English region and Wales, in 
2008/09 and 2009/10. Generally, in urban forces a greater proportion of recorded serious 
offences involve knives than in the more rural forces, with Greater Manchester, Merseyside, 
West Midlands and the Metropolitan Police being the only forces to record more than eight 
per cent of such offences involving the use of a knife. 
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• Fifty-four per cent of the total of selected serious offences involving a knife10 were 
recorded by just three forces, comprising 24 per cent of the population: the 
Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands.  


Tables 7.15, 7.16 and 7.17 contain a summary of detection rates by method of detection, 
sanction detection rates for individual offence groups and sanction detection rates over time. 
Sanction detection rates show some differences between forces (Tables 7.15, 7.16 and 7.17).  
However, these figures need to be interpreted with care.  Sanction detection rates vary a 
great deal between offence types, so any change in the ‘crime mix’ affects the overall rate of 
detection (see Chapter 6 for more information). 


Perceptions of crime and the police by police force area 
 
A detailed analysis of key perception measures by socio-demographic characteristics can be 
found in Chapter 5. For reference, Tables 7.18 to 7.21 provide breakdowns by police force 
area for the key perception measures. 
 


                                                
10 Total of selected serious offences only includes the five offence types: Attempted Murder; Threats to Kill; ABH and 
GBH; Robbery; Rape and Sexual assaults, as shown in Table 7.14. In this table 'offences involving a knife' refers to 
the use of a knife or sharp instrument. Other offences exist that are not shown in this table that may include the use 
of a knife or sharp instrument. 
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Crime in England and Wales 2009/10 


 


Box 7.1 Sources of Home Office crime data
In addition to the information provided in this report, tables showing recorded crime figures 
for the Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs) in England and Wales, for police Basic 
Command Units (BCUs – see Section 7 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics) 
and police force areas are available online at: 


http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0910.html 


Interactive maps of local authority level police recorded crime data are available on the 
Home Office website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/soti.html 


This website also allows users to tabulate crime data and to download the results (Figure 
7.9). 


 


Figure 7.9 Interactive maps of local authority level police recorded crime data on the
Home Office website 


Police forces have made more detailed monthly local crime data available to the public on 
their own websites.  


In addition, the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) have produced a new 
interactive national map giving the public access to local statistics and details on 
neighbourhood policing in their area: http://maps.police.uk/ 


Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) have also published official crime and 
anti-social behaviour figures together with independent and professional assessments of 
police forces and police authorities on their website:  


http://www.hmic.gov.uk/PoliceReportCard/Pages/home.aspx 
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Rate per 10,000 households in England England, BCS
2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


All household
All areas 3,610 3,480 3,264 3,000 2,953 3,043 2,751 2,866 2,550
20% most deprived 4,651 4,285 4,149 3,619 3,895 3,847 3,696 3,787 3,227
20% least deprived 2,710 2,780 2,290 2,308 2,258 2,554 2,102 2,415 1,991


Vandalism
All areas 1,197 1,157 1,117 1,134 1,191 1,282 1,141 1,175 1,034
20% most deprived 1,538 1,287 1,330 1,300 1,470 1,584 1,478 1,569 1,268
20% least deprived 862 914 763 855 910 1,071 886 944 766


Vehicle-related theft1


All areas 1,513 1,418 1,257 1,078 962 927 826 810 668
20% most deprived 2,213 2,053 1,828 1,476 1,509 1,294 1,267 1,090 893
20% least deprived 1,146 1,072 863 772 746 779 562 688 571


Burglary
All areas 453 450 435 337 321 312 314 317 287
20% most deprived 810 779 758 539 516 466 508 522 464
20% least deprived 235 286 222 214 212 260 219 252 161


Unweighted base 2


All areas 23,022 25,803 27,075 32,535 34,631 32,277 34,030 33,548 32,520
20% most deprived 3,312 3,931 3,902 4,547 4,707 4,358 4,763 4,757 4,665
20% least deprived 5,356 6,000 6,621 7,780 8,157 7,710 8,016 7,919 7,689
1. Rates for vehicle-related theft are based on vehicle-owning households only.
2. Unweighted bases refer to rates of vehicle-related theft. Other bases will be slightly higher.


Rate per 10,000 households England & Wales, BCS
2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


All household
All areas 3,586 3,428 3,217 2,978 2,939 3,038 2,732 2,829 2,525
Urban 3,877 3,682 3,484 3,228 3,181 3,289 2,983 3,075 2,728
Rural 2,395 2,398 2,205 2,042 1,951 2,034 1,713 1,889 1,762


Vandalism
All areas 1,185 1,145 1,104 1,125 1,182 1,281 1,141 1,160 1,024
Urban 1,305 1,227 1,201 1,211 1,276 1,384 1,240 1,254 1,097
Rural 694 812 736 799 799 867 742 800 750


Vehicle-related theft1


All areas 1,512 1,399 1,239 1,068 957 925 814 805 668
Urban 1,667 1,527 1,374 1,199 1,084 1,042 923 904 749
Rural 985 958 808 650 513 533 436 485 415


Burglary
All areas 441 439 422 331 317 311 312 312 280
Urban 496 490 480 369 344 341 352 359 322
Rural 214 235 204 191 209 191 149 129 125


Unweighted base 2


All areas 25,022 28,106 29,404 35,378 38,016 37,526 37,487 36,882 35,618
Urban 18,616 20,636 21,133 25,009 27,612 27,166 26,892 26,264 25,279
Rural 6,406 7,470 8,271 10,369 10,404 10,360 10,595 10,618 10,339
1. Rates for vehicle-related theft are based on vehicle-owning households only.
2. Unweighted bases refer to rates of vehicle-related theft. Other bases will be slightly higher. 


Table 7.01 Trends in BCS household incidence rates by level of deprivation in England, 2001/02 to 2009/10


Table 7.02 Trends in BCS household incidence rates in urban and rural areas, 2001/02 to 2009/10
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Rate per 10,000 population England, Recorded Crime
2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


Violence against the person
Predominantly rural 134 145 158 152 147 136 123 121
Significant rural 140 167 181 182 185 171 158 151
Predominantly urban 182 204 221 224 214 193 182 174
All areas 159 182 197 198 193 177 164 158


Sexual offences
Predominantly rural 9 10 10 11 9 9 8 9
Significant rural 10 11 12 11 11 10 10 10
Predominantly urban 13 13 13 12 11 10 10 11
All areas 11 12 12 12 11 10 9 10


Robbery
Predominantly rural 6 5 4 4 5 4 4 4
Significant rural 11 11 9 9 9 8 8 7
Predominantly urban 35 32 29 31 32 26 24 23
All areas 22 20 18 19 19 16 15 14


Burglary
Predominantly rural 125 111 94 88 85 77 78 71
Significant rural 147 138 116 109 104 98 98 90
Predominantly urban 209 187 152 145 138 129 126 117
All areas 173 158 130 123 118 110 109 100


Offences against vehicles
Predominantly rural 136 118 99 93 91 78 70 57
Significant rural 180 164 138 131 126 107 96 79
Predominantly urban 248 224 184 179 171 146 131 110
All areas 206 187 154 149 142 122 109 90


Other theft offences
Predominantly rural 204 200 190 187 180 171 164 155
Significant rural 219 219 208 208 204 192 187 176
Predominantly urban 294 286 265 257 241 227 214 207
All areas 253 249 233 228 218 206 197 187


Fraud and forgery
Predominantly rural 40 39 35 30 24 20 17 16
Significant rural 55 53 47 40 38 29 29 26
Predominantly urban 79 76 65 53 42 33 35 34
All areas 64 62 54 45 38 29 30 28


Criminal damage
Predominantly rural 191 206 206 204 207 185 165 139
Significant rural 191 214 211 208 212 186 166 142
Predominantly urban 236 249 241 236 229 196 175 150
All areas 212 229 225 221 219 190 170 146


Drug offences
Predominantly rural 21 22 22 24 23 26 27 26
Significant rural 19 20 21 24 26 29 29 29
Predominantly urban 34 33 33 43 48 58 61 57
All areas 27 26 27 33 36 42 44 42


Other offences
Predominantly rural 10 10 10 12 11 11 11 11
Significant rural 10 10 10 12 12 11 11 11
Predominantly urban 14 15 14 17 17 15 15 15
All areas 12 12 12 14 14 13 13 13


All offences
Predominantly rural 876 867 829 804 783 716 667 609
Significant rural 981 1,008 953 936 926 839 792 720
Predominantly urban 1,344 1,320 1,217 1,198 1,143 1,033 975 897
All areas 1,139 1,137 1,061 1,042 1,009 914 861 788


5. Predominantly rural, significant rural and predominantly urban forces comprise 14 per cent, 39 per cent and 47 per cent of the population in England respectively.


2. Predominantly rural forces are Cambridgeshire, Cumbria, Devon and Cornwall, Durham, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, North Yorkshire, Suffolk and Wiltshire.


Table 7.03 Trends in recorded crime in urban and rural police force areas, 2002/03 to 2009/10


3. Significant rural forces are Avon and Somerset, Bedfordshire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, Dorset, Essex, Gloucestershire, Hampshire, Humberside, Kent, Leicestershire, 
Northamptonshire, Staffordshire, Sussex, Thames Valley, Warwickshire, and West Mercia.
4. Predominantly urban forces are Cleveland, Greater Manchester, Hertfordshire, Lancashire, City of London, Merseyside, Metropolitan Police, Northumbria, 
Nottinghamshire, South Yorkshire, Surrey, West Midlands and West Yorkshire.


1. The National Statistics rural/urban LA classification has been used, which is restricted to England as the classification does not cover Wales. See Section 7 of the 
User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for details.


176



http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/crimestats-userguide.pdf

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/crimestats-userguide.pdf





Rate per 10,000 population England, Recorded Crime
2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10


Violence against the person
Predominantly rural 103 118 124 123 125 113 105 99
Significant rural 116 148 160 164 162 150 135 131
Predominantly urban 190 214 233 235 227 207 194 186
All areas 159 182 197 198 193 176 164 157


Sexual offences
Predominantly rural 7 8 8 8 8 7 7 7
Significant rural 9 10 10 10 9 8 7 8
Predominantly urban 13 14 14 14 12 11 11 12
All areas 11 12 12 12 11 10 9 10


Robbery
Predominantly rural 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 2
Significant rural 7 7 5 6 6 5 5 5
Predominantly urban 32 29 26 28 29 24 22 21
All areas 22 20 18 19 19 16 15 14


Burglary
Predominantly rural 116 104 88 81 78 73 74 68
Significant rural 138 131 105 99 96 90 91 85
Predominantly urban 203 185 152 145 138 128 126 116
All areas 173 158 130 123 118 110 109 100


Offences against vehicles
Predominantly rural 117 107 90 85 81 72 65 55
Significant rural 158 145 117 109 108 92 84 70
Predominantly urban 251 226 188 182 174 148 131 109
All areas 206 186 154 149 142 122 109 90


Other theft offences
Predominantly rural 153 150 143 140 140 132 128 121
Significant rural 191 192 181 182 181 169 164 155
Predominantly urban 304 297 278 272 255 241 230 220
All areas 252 248 232 227 217 205 196 187


Fraud and forgery
Predominantly rural 33 33 31 26 24 19 19 17
Significant rural 48 50 44 37 36 25 26 23
Predominantly urban 80 75 65 53 44 34 36 34
All areas 64 62 54 44 38 29 30 28


Criminal damage
Predominantly rural 153 168 170 167 172 153 136 118
Significant rural 182 206 203 204 204 179 158 135
Predominantly urban 242 258 251 246 241 207 186 159
All areas 212 229 225 221 219 190 170 146


Drug offences
Predominantly rural 16 16 17 18 18 21 21 21
Significant rural 19 19 19 22 22 25 27 27
Predominantly urban 32 32 32 41 46 54 56 53
All areas 27 26 27 33 36 42 44 42


Other offences
Predominantly rural 8 8 8 9 9 8 8 8
Significant rural 8 9 9 11 11 10 10 10
Predominantly urban 14 15 14 17 16 15 15 15
All areas 12 12 12 14 14 13 13 13


All offences
Predominantly rural 709 716 681 660 658 600 566 516
Significant rural 875 916 854 843 835 754 708 650
Predominantly urban 1,362 1,346 1,254 1,232 1,182 1,069 1,008 923
All areas 1,138 1,136 1,061 1,040 1,008 913 860 788


Table 7.04 Trends in recorded crime in urban and rural Community Safety Partnerships, 2002/03 to 2009/10


1. The National Statistics rural/urban LA classification has been used, which is restricted to England as the classification does not cover Wales. See Section 7 of the 
User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for details.
2. Predominantly rural, significant rural and predominantly urban Community Safety Partnerships comprise 24 per cent, 14 per cent and 62 per cent of the population in 
England respectively.
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Table 7.05  Recorded crime by offence group by police force area, English region and Wales, 2009/10


Numbers England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded crime
Police force area, English region                 
and Wales


Total Violence 
against             


the              
person


Sexual 
offences


Robbery Burglary Offences 
against 


vehicles 1


Other                     
theft                 


offences


Fraud                   
and                  


forgery


Criminal 
damage


Drug 
offences


Other 
offences


Cleveland 47,255 9,320 599 286 5,542 4,088 11,513 807 11,183 2,972 945
Durham 40,423 6,696 417 162 5,620 4,556 8,965 737 10,856 1,504 910
Northumbria 89,700 16,837 1,148 572 9,481 8,624 21,540 2,425 22,551 4,714 1,808
North East Region 177,378 32,853 2,164 1,020 20,643 17,268 42,018 3,969 44,590 9,190 3,663


Cheshire 67,032 13,448 704 429 8,671 7,117 16,635 2,018 13,800 3,022 1,188
Cumbria 28,333 6,616 397 45 2,476 2,012 6,429 650 7,432 1,703 573
Greater Manchester 246,416 42,041 2,927 5,966 36,071 33,921 52,114 9,271 48,779 10,883 4,443
Lancashire 107,361 22,264 1,379 690 11,895 10,059 25,741 3,123 25,139 5,234 1,837
Merseyside 107,730 17,493 923 1,627 14,003 11,281 19,820 2,698 23,461 14,744 1,680
North West Region 556,872 101,862 6,330 8,757 73,116 64,390 120,739 17,760 118,611 35,586 9,721


Humberside 80,663 16,666 1,162 613 11,571 7,606 19,566 1,808 17,852 2,417 1,402
North Yorkshire 42,197 7,806 571 202 5,439 3,965 11,905 1,099 8,707 1,822 681
South Yorkshire 112,869 17,750 931 1,015 16,710 16,260 25,338 3,274 24,850 5,350 1,391
West Yorkshire 197,553 31,375 2,087 2,740 37,198 25,762 42,505 5,813 38,692 7,772 3,609
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 433,282 73,597 4,751 4,570 70,918 53,593 99,314 11,994 90,101 17,361 7,083


Derbyshire 68,005 14,297 1,106 840 9,016 7,373 15,513 2,104 14,635 2,297 824
Leicestershire 81,244 18,019 1,056 1,037 10,792 8,430 18,781 3,150 15,019 3,522 1,438
Lincolnshire 46,927 8,474 597 212 5,820 4,172 12,927 1,108 11,070 1,593 954
Northamptonshire 55,168 10,079 686 774 7,724 6,721 12,575 2,250 11,827 1,730 802
Nottinghamshire 98,319 18,305 1,281 1,930 14,514 11,734 22,179 2,608 19,993 4,060 1,715
East Midlands Region 349,663 69,174 4,726 4,793 47,866 38,430 81,975 11,220 72,544 13,202 5,733


Staffordshire 76,137 19,748 1,057 703 8,432 7,016 16,011 2,704 16,610 2,637 1,219
Warwickshire 33,828 5,302 436 280 5,523 4,740 7,860 848 6,458 1,645 736
West Mercia 71,291 13,858 1,093 468 9,172 8,371 17,250 2,446 14,568 2,648 1,417
West Midlands 211,399 47,396 3,056 7,241 30,211 27,794 37,413 7,609 37,486 9,291 3,902
West Midlands Region 392,655 86,304 5,642 8,692 53,338 47,921 78,534 13,607 75,122 16,221 7,274


Bedfordshire 42,048 7,650 434 714 6,350 5,709 9,887 1,223 8,029 1,381 671
Cambridgeshire 60,017 10,458 755 702 7,699 6,329 17,244 1,958 11,519 2,355 998
Essex 104,796 21,261 1,266 1,096 13,875 12,650 24,493 3,843 20,589 4,056 1,667
Hertfordshire 70,001 11,594 673 645 8,437 8,446 18,287 3,059 12,824 4,902 1,134
Norfolk 44,692 9,117 626 305 4,809 4,234 11,874 859 10,440 1,830 598
Suffolk 46,447 10,117 737 247 5,341 4,052 11,608 1,201 10,419 1,822 903
East of England Region 368,001 70,197 4,491 3,709 46,511 41,420 93,393 12,143 73,820 16,346 5,971


London, City of 6,532 796 41 43 303 150 3,571 446 263 833 86
Metropolitan Police 828,752 174,715 9,976 33,463 92,765 102,553 210,084 38,183 88,263 66,827 11,923
London Region 835,284 175,511 10,017 33,506 93,068 102,703 213,655 38,629 88,526 67,660 12,009


Hampshire 142,261 33,765 2,105 1,080 14,279 12,899 36,268 4,947 28,609 6,226 2,083
Kent 106,727 21,410 1,387 855 12,439 11,759 26,538 4,022 22,719 4,174 1,424
Surrey 64,329 13,880 772 420 8,176 7,335 14,044 2,882 13,047 2,490 1,283
Sussex 101,200 19,889 1,425 936 10,193 9,800 27,516 4,128 20,964 4,578 1,771
Thames Valley 185,705 39,998 2,359 2,187 22,175 23,292 45,492 10,254 30,300 7,330 2,318
South East Region 600,222 128,942 8,048 5,478 67,262 65,085 149,858 26,233 115,639 24,798 8,879


Avon and Somerset 125,899 26,780 1,579 1,777 17,205 13,518 31,171 3,850 23,034 5,484 1,501
Devon and Cornwall 92,705 20,424 1,597 427 9,270 8,426 21,237 2,536 21,932 4,993 1,863
Dorset 48,237 9,777 810 218 5,424 4,786 13,119 1,568 9,972 1,718 845
Gloucestershire 38,270 7,324 563 207 5,525 4,168 9,469 1,078 7,477 1,775 684
Wiltshire 38,671 8,086 624 255 4,803 3,709 9,978 1,090 8,423 1,239 464
South West Region 343,782 72,391 5,173 2,884 42,227 34,607 84,974 10,122 70,838 15,209 5,357


ENGLAND 4,057,139 810,831 51,342 73,409 514,949 465,417 964,460 145,677 749,791 215,573 65,690


Dyfed-Powys 22,377 5,256 406 36 1,798 1,606 4,681 607 4,953 2,648 386
Gwent 50,842 9,401 602 249 7,385 7,772 9,680 1,517 11,428 2,163 645
North Wales 44,919 12,073 593 121 4,427 3,327 9,615 1,130 10,223 2,520 890
South Wales 103,253 19,757 862 605 11,440 14,413 23,284 2,528 22,719 6,186 1,459
WALES 221,391 46,487 2,463 1,011 25,050 27,118 47,260 5,782 49,323 13,517 3,380


British Transport Police 60,074 14,394 704 681 656 2,443 25,761 889 7,606 5,908 1,032


ENGLAND AND WALES 4,338,604 871,712 54,509 75,101 540,655 494,978 1,037,481 152,348 806,720 234,998 70,102


2. Numbers of recorded crimes will be affected by changes in reporting and recording.


Numbers


1.  Includes theft of motor vehicle, theft from a vehicle, aggravated vehicle taking and interfering with a motor vehicle. 
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Percentage change England and Wales, Recorded crime
Police force area, English region                 
and Wales


Total Violence 
against             


the              
person


Sexual 
offences


Robbery Burglary Offences 
against 


vehicles 1


Other                     
theft                 


offences


Fraud                   
and                  


forgery


Criminal 
damage


Drug 
offences


Other 
offences


Cleveland -14 -13 6 -29 -10 -22 -16 -11 -19 13 -12
Durham -10 -10 -12 -5 -10 -8 -7 -12 -17 13 -6
Northumbria -15 -12 16 -22 -17 -26 -10 -17 -17 -9 -11
North East Region -14 -12 7 -22 -13 -21 -11 -15 -17 1 -10


Cheshire -11 -5 0 -26 -6 -18 -10 -23 -16 4 2
Cumbria -8 -7 23 -10 -3 -14 -6 5 -17 9 2
Greater Manchester -13 -9 1 -16 -14 -20 -7 -3 -19 -10 -15
Lancashire -9 -4 21 -20 -12 -20 -5 1 -15 16 2
Merseyside -9 -8 13 -3 -7 -18 -10 -10 -9 -2 4
North West Region -11 -7 8 -15 -11 -19 -8 -6 -16 -1 -6


Humberside -10 -8 20 -21 -14 -22 -8 -10 -7 -12 -2
North Yorkshire -13 -4 4 -18 -18 -29 -7 -6 -19 -9 4
South Yorkshire -13 -14 2 -14 -11 -21 -8 -11 -18 10 -3
West Yorkshire -9 -9 2 -7 -3 -17 -7 8 -17 18 1
Yorkshire and the Humber Region -11 -10 6 -11 -8 -20 -8 -2 -16 7 0


Derbyshire -8 0 12 4 -9 -22 -7 0 -12 13 -6
Leicestershire -6 -3 -11 -14 -5 -18 0 -6 -12 6 4
Lincolnshire -5 -5 -4 7 -8 -11 1 -7 -10 -8 9
Northamptonshire -8 6 -11 -14 -13 -24 -1 -7 -14 13 3
Nottinghamshire -15 -7 4 -15 -18 -29 -11 -13 -18 7 -11
East Midlands Region -9 -2 -1 -11 -12 -23 -4 -7 -13 6 -2


Staffordshire -11 0 -2 -11 -14 -29 -8 -21 -13 -8 5
Warwickshire -9 -11 15 -16 -2 -18 -5 -8 -19 25 -8
West Mercia -8 -6 6 -17 -13 -5 -6 13 -15 0 -9
West Midlands -7 -2 12 -7 -4 -17 -6 -6 -11 -4 -10
West Midlands Region -8 -3 8 -9 -7 -17 -6 -7 -13 -1 -7


Bedfordshire -8 6 -22 -30 -15 -19 -3 -14 -8 1 16
Cambridgeshire -7 5 2 -15 -12 -27 -2 4 -11 -9 9
Essex -7 -3 9 -16 -1 -14 -3 -10 -13 -15 -16
Hertfordshire -8 -4 10 -15 -9 -16 -3 -25 -15 12 17
Norfolk -9 5 0 7 -8 -6 -9 -34 -17 -17 -14
Suffolk 0 7 9 -9 15 -17 5 1 -8 -14 4
East of England Region -7 1 3 -17 -6 -17 -3 -14 -12 -6 -1


London, City of -10 -7 - - -18 -33 -11 -23 -4 9 -25
Metropolitan Police -2 0 14 3 -1 -9 4 -2 -7 -13 1
London Region -2 0 14 3 -1 -9 4 -2 -7 -12 1


Hampshire -11 -5 -7 -6 -14 -18 -7 -10 -19 7 -18
Kent -12 -11 -1 -16 -3 -22 -7 -17 -18 5 -5
Surrey -1 8 -2 1 4 -8 -2 11 -11 2 5
Sussex -6 -2 3 -9 -6 -12 -6 -1 -11 6 10
Thames Valley -5 -2 14 -8 -3 -10 -3 -2 -11 -9 10
South East Region -7 -4 2 -8 -5 -14 -5 -5 -15 1 -1


Avon and Somerset -9 1 1 -13 -9 -22 -7 -19 -13 -1 26
Devon and Cornwall -10 -3 13 -16 -16 -17 -10 -6 -16 10 6
Dorset -5 -6 11 -17 -1 -7 0 -5 -12 -1 19
Gloucestershire -13 -14 5 -20 -5 -21 -11 -19 -18 -4 -9
Wiltshire -7 2 21 -25 0 -14 -4 -27 -17 13 33
South West Region -9 -3 9 -15 -8 -18 -7 -15 -15 3 12


ENGLAND -8 -4 7 -6 -7 -16 -4 -6 -14 -4 -2


Dyfed-Powys -7 -7 26 - -19 -17 -1 -5 -17 18 -1
Gwent 3 0 8 13 28 5 6 -4 -6 -8 13
North Wales -3 8 3 -20 2 -19 3 -4 -13 -5 2
South Wales -12 -7 -14 -25 -14 -24 -5 -21 -15 2 -6
WALES -6 -2 0 -17 -2 -16 -1 -12 -13 1 0


British Transport Police -7 -7 -10 -22 -15 -25 -4 -14 -15 1 15


ENGLAND AND WALES -8 -4 6 -6 -7 -16 -4 -7 -14 -4 -2


-  Indicates that data are not reported because the base number of offences is less than 50.
1. Includes theft of motor vehicle, theft from a vehicle, aggravated vehicle taking and interfering with a motor vehicle. 


Table 7.06  Recorded crime by offence group by police force area, English region and Wales, percentage change, 2008/09 to 2009/10


Percentage change
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Rates per 1,000 population  England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded crime
Police force area, English region                   
and Wales


Total Violence 
against         


the           
person


Sexual 
offences


Robbery Burglary Offences 
against 


vehicles2


Other      
theft 


offences


Fraud      
and 


forgery


Criminal 
damage


Drug 
offences


Other 
offences


Cleveland 85 17 1 1 10 7 21 1 20 5 2
Durham 67 11 1 0 9 8 15 1 18 2 2
Northumbria 64 12 1 0 7 6 15 2 16 3 1
North East Region 69 13 1 0 8 7 16 2 17 4 1


Cheshire 67 13 1 0 9 7 17 2 14 3 1
Cumbria 57 13 1 0 5 4 13 1 15 3 1
Greater Manchester 96 16 1 2 14 13 20 4 19 4 2
Lancashire 74 15 1 0 8 7 18 2 17 4 1
Merseyside 80 13 1 1 10 8 15 2 17 11 1
North West Region 81 15 1 1 11 9 18 3 17 5 1


Humberside 88 18 1 1 13 8 21 2 20 3 2
North Yorkshire 54 10 1 0 7 5 15 1 11 2 1
South Yorkshire 86 14 1 1 13 12 19 3 19 4 1
West Yorkshire 90 14 1 1 17 12 19 3 18 4 2
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 83 14 1 1 14 10 19 2 17 3 1


Derbyshire 68 14 1 1 9 7 15 2 15 2 1
Leicestershire 83 18 1 1 11 9 19 3 15 4 1
Lincolnshire 67 12 1 0 8 6 19 2 16 2 1
Northamptonshire 81 15 1 1 11 10 19 3 17 3 1
Nottinghamshire 92 17 1 2 14 11 21 2 19 4 2
East Midlands Region 79 16 1 1 11 9 19 3 16 3 1


Staffordshire 71 19 1 1 8 7 15 3 16 2 1
Warwickshire 63 10 1 1 10 9 15 2 12 3 1
West Mercia 60 12 1 0 8 7 15 2 12 2 1
West Midlands 81 18 1 3 12 11 14 3 14 4 1
West Midlands Region 73 16 1 2 10 9 15 3 14 3 1


Bedfordshire 70 13 1 1 11 10 16 2 13 2 1
Cambridgeshire 78 14 1 1 10 8 22 3 15 3 1
Essex 61 12 1 1 8 7 14 2 12 2 1
Hertfordshire 65 11 1 1 8 8 17 3 12 5 1
Norfolk 53 11 1 0 6 5 14 1 12 2 1
Suffolk 65 14 1 0 8 6 16 2 15 3 1
East of England Region 64 12 1 1 8 7 16 2 13 3 1


London, City of3 + + + + + + + + + + +
Metropolitan Police 108 23 1 4 12 13 27 5 12 9 2
London Region 109 23 1 4 12 13 28 5 12 9 2


Hampshire 77 18 1 1 8 7 20 3 15 3 1
Kent 64 13 1 1 8 7 16 2 14 3 1
Surrey 58 13 1 0 7 7 13 3 12 2 1
Sussex 65 13 1 1 7 6 18 3 13 3 1
Thames Valley 84 18 1 1 10 11 21 5 14 3 1
South East Region 72 15 1 1 8 8 18 3 14 3 1


Avon and Somerset 79 17 1 1 11 8 20 2 14 3 1
Devon and Cornwall 56 12 1 0 6 5 13 2 13 3 1
Dorset 68 14 1 0 8 7 18 2 14 2 1
Gloucestershire 65 12 1 0 9 7 16 2 13 3 1
Wiltshire 59 12 1 0 7 6 15 2 13 2 1
South West Region 66 14 1 1 8 7 16 2 14 3 1


ENGLAND 79 16 1 1 10 9 19 3 15 4 1


Dyfed-Powys 44 10 1 0 4 3 9 1 10 5 1
Gwent 91 17 1 0 13 14 17 3 20 4 1
North Wales 66 18 1 0 7 5 14 2 15 4 1
South Wales 83 16 1 0 9 12 19 2 18 5 1
WALES 74 16 1 0 8 9 16 2 16 5 1


ENGLAND AND WALES 79 16 1 1 10 9 19 3 15 4 1


2.  Includes theft of a motor vehicle, theft from a vehicle, aggravated vehicle taking and interfering with a motor vehicle.
3.  '+' data for London Region includes the City of London. 


1.  Numbers will be affected by the size of the resident population relative to the transient or visiting populations and may therefore over-represent the number of crimes relative to the 
real population of potential victims.


Table 7.07  Recorded offences by offence group by police force area, English region and Wales, rates per 1,000 population1, 2009/10


Rates per 1,000 population
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Table 7.08   Burglary offences recorded by the police, percentage change and rates by police force area, English region and Wales, 2009/10


Numbers, percentage change and rates per 10,000 population or households
Police force area, English region                       
and Wales


Number of 
offences


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Rate per                  
10,000 


households


Number of 
offences


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Rate per                     
10,000               


population


Cleveland 2,460 -15 103 3,082 -6 55
Durham 2,273 -12 87 3,347 -8 55
Northumbria 3,870 -21 62 5,611 -14 40
North East Region 8,603 -17 76 12,040 -10 47


Cheshire 4,135 6 96 4,536 -15 45
Cumbria 774 -3 35 1,702 -3 34
Greater Manchester 20,100 -15 181 15,971 -11 62
Lancashire 4,436 -13 71 7,459 -11 52
Merseyside 7,922 1 135 6,081 -15 45
North West Region 37,367 -10 125 35,749 -12 52


Humberside 4,556 -23 113 7,015 -7 77
North Yorkshire 1,976 -20 58 3,463 -16 44
South Yorkshire 7,279 -16 129 9,431 -6 72
West Yorkshire 21,386 2 230 15,812 -10 72
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 35,197 -7 157 35,721 -9 68


Derbyshire 3,772 -9 87 5,244 -8 52
Leicestershire 5,497 -1 137 5,295 -10 54
Lincolnshire 2,162 -11 71 3,658 -6 53
Northamptonshire 3,407 -14 117 4,317 -12 64
Nottinghamshire 7,868 -17 168 6,646 -19 62
East Midlands Region 22,706 -11 119 25,160 -12 57


Staffordshire 3,749 -12 82 4,683 -16 44
Warwickshire 2,261 2 100 3,262 -5 61
West Mercia 3,291 -15 64 5,881 -11 50
West Midlands 16,595 -1 154 13,616 -8 52
West Midlands Region 25,896 -5 114 27,442 -10 51


Bedfordshire 3,429 -16 139 2,921 -14 49
Cambridgeshire 3,823 -9 119 3,876 -14 50
Essex 6,849 -1 94 7,026 -2 41
Hertfordshire 4,347 -13 97 4,090 -4 38
Norfolk 1,710 7 45 3,099 -15 37
Suffolk 1,889 14 61 3,452 15 49
East of England Region 22,047 -6 91 24,464 -6 43


London, City of 1 29 - + 274 -14 +
Metropolitan Police 60,863 3 189 31,902 -7 42
London Region 60,892 3 189 32,176 -7 42


Hampshire 5,532 -8 71 8,747 -17 47
Kent 5,284 -5 76 7,155 -1 43
Surrey 3,405 3 74 4,771 5 43
Sussex 3,794 -8 55 6,399 -4 41
Thames Valley 10,478 -8 118 11,697 2 53
South East Region 28,493 -6 81 38,769 -4 46


Avon and Somerset 7,662 -11 111 9,543 -8 60
Devon and Cornwall 3,620 -17 49 5,650 -16 34
Dorset 1,842 1 59 3,582 -2 50
Gloucestershire 2,453 7 97 3,072 -13 52
Wiltshire 1,722 19 63 3,081 -8 47
South West Region 17,299 -7 76 24,928 -10 48


ENGLAND 258,500 -6 118 256,449 -9 50


Dyfed-Powys 593 -19 26 1,205 -19 24
Gwent 3,079 34 127 4,306 24 77
North Wales 1,414 -4 47 3,013 5 44
South Wales 5,006 -16 94 6,434 -12 52
WALES 10,092 -4 78 14,958 -1 50


British Transport Police 2 3 - n/a 653 -15 n/a


ENGLAND AND WALES 268,595 -6 116 272,060 -8 50
1. '+' data for London Region includes the City of London.
2. No rates are given for British Transport Police as their data are not provided for specified geographic areas.
-   Indicates that data are not reported because the base number of offences is less than 50.


Burglary in a dwelling Burglary other than in a dwelling


England and Wales, Recorded crime
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Table 7.09   Offences against vehicles recorded by the police, percentage change and rates by police force area, English region and Wales, 2009/10


Numbers, percentage change and rates per 10,000 population England and Wales, Recorded crime
Police force area, English region                       
and Wales


Number of 
offences


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Rate per                     
10,000 


population


Number of 
offences


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Rate per                     
10,000 


population


Number of 
offences


% change 
2008/09 to 


2009/10


Rate per                     
10,000 


population


Cleveland 1,168 -26 21 2,483 -19 44 437 -21 8
Durham 1,272 -17 21 2,997 -1 50 287 -23 5
Northumbria 2,158 -22 15 5,522 -27 39 944 -29 7
North East Region 4,598 -22 18 11,002 -19 43 1,668 -26 6


Cheshire 1,659 -26 17 4,952 -14 49 506 -31 5
Cumbria 552 -18 11 1,242 -13 25 218 -13 4
Greater Manchester 8,213 -23 32 23,378 -18 91 2,330 -22 9
Lancashire 2,399 -23 17 6,379 -18 44 1,281 -24 9
Merseyside 2,803 -26 21 7,412 -10 55 1,066 -37 8
North West Region 15,626 -24 23 43,363 -16 63 5,401 -27 8


Humberside 1,980 -29 22 4,569 -19 50 1,057 -22 12
North Yorkshire 1,076 -19 14 2,576 -33 33 313 -25 4
South Yorkshire 4,025 -28 31 10,760 -17 82 1,475 -31 11
West Yorkshire 5,881 -28 27 17,983 -12 81 1,898 -27 9
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 12,962 -27 25 35,888 -16 69 4,743 -27 9


Derbyshire 1,773 -18 18 4,900 -23 49 700 -21 7
Leicestershire 1,764 -17 18 6,056 -18 62 610 -17 6
Lincolnshire 1,081 -18 16 2,802 -4 40 289 -35 4
Northamptonshire 1,544 -31 23 4,432 -19 65 745 -31 11
Nottinghamshire 2,680 -24 25 7,992 -31 75 1,062 -30 10
East Midlands Region 8,842 -22 20 26,182 -22 59 3,406 -27 8


Staffordshire 1,732 -30 16 4,494 -29 42 790 -26 7
Warwickshire 1,045 -19 20 3,351 -19 63 344 -5 6
West Mercia 1,730 -17 15 5,747 -3 48 894 2 8
West Midlands 7,805 -17 30 18,195 -16 69 1,794 -21 7
West Midlands Region 12,312 -19 23 31,787 -16 59 3,822 -16 7


Bedfordshire 1,053 -26 18 4,193 -19 70 463 -2 8
Cambridgeshire 1,298 -30 17 4,560 -26 59 471 -30 6
Essex 3,442 -16 20 8,329 -11 49 879 -25 5
Hertfordshire 1,805 -23 17 6,350 -12 59 291 -37 3
Norfolk 1,096 -12 13 2,779 -5 33 359 12 4
Suffolk 829 -9 12 2,864 -19 40 359 -15 5
East of England Region 9,523 -20 17 29,075 -15 51 2,822 -20 5


London, City of 2 79 46 + 70 -58 + 1 - +
Metropolitan Police 25,516 -12 33 72,717 -8 95 4,320 -2 6
London Region 25,595 -11 33 72,787 -8 95 4,321 -2 6


Hampshire 2,607 -19 14 8,931 -20 48 1,361 1 7
Kent 3,268 -24 20 7,330 -20 44 1,161 -28 7
Surrey 1,575 -10 14 4,938 -6 45 822 -12 7
Sussex 2,406 -5 15 6,484 -15 42 910 -10 6
Thames Valley 4,128 -23 19 17,051 -4 77 2,113 -18 10
South East Region 13,984 -19 17 44,734 -12 53 6,367 -15 8


Avon and Somerset 3,223 -25 20 8,751 -22 55 1,544 -15 10
Devon and Cornwall 1,624 -27 10 6,228 -14 37 574 -22 3
Dorset 942 -16 13 3,431 -5 48 413 -9 6
Gloucestershire 1,004 -20 17 2,867 -22 49 297 -11 5
Wiltshire 816 -18 13 2,561 -13 39 332 -17 5
South West Region 7,609 -23 15 23,838 -17 46 3,160 -16 6


ENGLAND 111,051 -20 22 318,656 -15 62 35,710 -20 7


Dyfed-Powys 436 -21 9 1,030 -13 20 140 -29 3
Gwent 1,762 -10 32 5,356 12 96 654 3 12
North Wales 891 -23 13 2,081 -15 31 355 -27 5
South Wales 3,443 -25 28 9,900 -22 79 1,070 -32 9
WALES 6,532 -21 22 18,367 -13 61 2,219 -23 7


British Transport Police 3 229 -20 n/a 2,117 -25 n/a 97 -43 n/a


ENGLAND AND WALES 117,812 -20 22 339,140 -15 62 38,026 -20 7
1. Includes aggravated vehicle taking.
2. '+' data for London Region includes the City of London.
3. No rates are given for British Transport Police as their data are not provided for specified geographic areas.
-  Indicates that data are not reported because the base number of offences is less than 50.


Theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle1 Theft from a vehicle Interfering with a motor vehicle
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Table 7.10  Incidents of crime and victimisation rates by police force area, English region and Wales


Percentages, numbers and rates per 10,000 population England and Wales, BCS


% victim at
least once


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Number
of incidents 


(thousands)2


Rate
per 10,000 


households


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 18 3,424 951
Durham 18 2,721 **$ 1,025
Northumbria 19 2,939 1,020
North East Region 18 339 2,986 ** 2,996


Cheshire 16 2,327 951
Cumbria 13 ** 2,177 977
Greater Manchester 21 ** 3,262 ** 1,374
Lancashire 18 2,740 981
Merseyside 12 ** **$ 2,007 ** 918
North West Region 17 804 2,673 5,201


Humberside 17 2,938 913
North Yorkshire 12 ** ** # 1,669 ** 998
South Yorkshire 17 2,346 **$ 949
West Yorkshire 17 2,579 1,164
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 16 **$ 554 2,442 4,024


Derbyshire 17 2,534 882
Leicestershire 18 3,076 949
Lincolnshire 16 2,835 1,028
Northamptonshire 19 ** 3,449 ** 1,003
Nottinghamshire 17 2,920 1,011
East Midlands Region 18 567 2,936 ** 4,873


Staffordshire 17 2,922 965
Warwickshire 15 2,581 981
West Mercia 13 ** 2,136 969
West Midlands 15 2,219 1,350
West Midlands Region 15 ** 546 2,379 4,265


Bedfordshire 21 ** **$ 3,548 ** **$ 956
Cambridgeshire 21 ** 3,267 1,017
Essex 15 2,040 ** 1,029
Hertfordshire 16 2,276 909
Norfolk 15 2,635 881
Suffolk 13 ** 1,869 ** 931
East of England Region 16 609 2,469 5,723


Metropolitan/City of London 17 **$ 2,475 **$ 3,937
London Region 17 808 2,475 **$ 3,937


Hampshire 18 2,623 993
Kent 17 2,935 960
Surrey 17 2,446 921
Sussex 15 2,193 946
Thames Valley 17 **$ 2,490 **$ 1,101
South East Region 17 **$ 905 2,550 **$ 4,921


Avon and Somerset 17 2,655 988
Devon and Cornwall 12 ** 1,983 ** 966
Dorset 15 2,218 937
Gloucestershire 16 2,247 958
Wiltshire 17 2,348 992
South West Region 15 530 2,309 4,841


England Total 17 **$ 5,608 2,550 **$ 40,781


Dyfed-Powys 8 ** 1,081 ** 1,034
Gwent 21 ** 3,600 ** 854
North Wales 11 ** 1,639 ** 983
South Wales 16 2,167 958
Wales 14 ** 273 2,081 ** 3,829


ENGLAND AND WALES 16 **$ 6,000 2,525 **$ 44,610
1. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


BCS household crime
Risk of victimisation 


2.  Numbers of incidents at a regional level will not sum to the total for England and Wales. This is due to differences in the population and household estimates used to calculate the numbers of 
crimes. See Section 8 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information.


Police force area, English region and 
Wales
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Table 7.11  Incidents of personal crime and victimisation rates by police force area, English region and Wales


Percentages, numbers and rates per 10,000 population England and Wales, BCS


% victim at 
least once


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change, 
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Number of 
incidents 


(thousands)2


Rate per 10,000 
adults


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change, 
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted 
base


Cleveland 4 817 952
Durham 3 ** **$ 592 1,024
Northumbria 6 789 1,021
North East Region 5 158 747 2,997


Cheshire 4 ** 499 ** 952
Cumbria 4 ** 622 977
Greater Manchester 7 1,064 1,374
Lancashire 6 1,075 982
Merseyside 4 ** 552 ** 917
North West Region 5 476 845 5,202


Humberside 4 659 913
North Yorkshire 5 556 996
South Yorkshire 6 680 946
West Yorkshire 6 773 1,163
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 6 300 698 4,018


Derbyshire 4 664 884
Leicestershire 5 803 949
Lincolnshire 5 743 1,026
Northamptonshire 6 **$ 1,115 1,004
Nottinghamshire 5 586 1,012
East Midlands Region 5 **$ 279 758 4,875


Staffordshire 5 882 965
Warwickshire 7 1,032 982
West Mercia 5 950 967
West Midlands 4 ** 549 ** 1,349
West Midlands Region 5 331 754 4,263


Bedfordshire 7 1,159 956
Cambridgeshire 5 687 1,017
Essex 5 674 1,026
Hertfordshire 6 833 908
Norfolk 5 763 882
Suffolk 5 580 927
East of England Region 5 353 754 5,716


Metropolitan/City of London 8 ** 1,017 ** 3,916
London Region 8 ** 631 1,017 ** 3,916


Hampshire 6 861 ** # 990
Kent 7 861 956
Surrey 7 892 915
Sussex 5 664 941
Thames Valley 7 1,014 1,101
South East Region 6 596 872 4,903


Avon and Somerset 4 ** 824 987
Devon and Cornwall 5 676 967
Dorset 5 1,058 937
Gloucestershire 6 878 ** # 958
Wiltshire 5 758 992
South West Region 5 351 808 4,841


England Total 6 **$ 3,478 824 **$ 40,731


Dyfed-Powys 2 ** **$ 186 ** **$ 1,033
Gwent 6 ** # 1,132 ** # 854
North Wales 3 ** 528 ** 982
South Wales 6 824 959
Wales 5 ** 170 691 3,828


ENGLAND AND WALES 6 **$ 3,648 817 44,559
1. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


BCS personal crime
Risk of victimisation 


2.  Numbers of incidents at a regional level will not sum to the total for England and Wales. This is due to differences in the population and household estimates used to calculate the numbers 
of crimes.  See Section 8 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information.


Police force area, English region and 
Wales
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Table 7.12  Burglary, all vehicle-related theft and all violence by police force area, English region and Wales


Rates per 10,000 population of adults or households England and Wales, BCS


Rate
per 10,000


households


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales2


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/102


Unweighted
base


Rate
per 10,000


households


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales2


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/102


Unweighted
base


Rate
per 10,000


adults


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales2


Statistically 
significant change,


2008/09 to 
2009/102


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 256 951 734 951 534 952
Durham 223 1,025 475 1,025 440 1,024
Northumbria 364 1,020 352 ** 1,020 478 1,021
North East Region 308 2,996 460 2,996 480 2,997


Cheshire 172 ** 951 423 951 380 952
Cumbria 188 977 298 ** 977 283 977
Greater Manchester 443 ** 1,374 753 1,374 623 1,374
Lancashire 389 981 446 981 727 982
Merseyside 349 918 399 918 415 917
North West Region 351 5,201 531 5,201 541 5,202


Humberside 317 913 393 913 372 913
North Yorkshire 122 ** 998 213 ** 998 334 996
South Yorkshire 382 949 414 949 404 946
West Yorkshire 476 ** 1,164 422 1,164 473 1,163
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 372 ** 4,024 384 ** **$ 4,024 418 4,018


Derbyshire 197 882 443 882 372 884
Leicestershire 276 949 733 949 523 949
Lincolnshire 201 1,028 578 1,028 502 1,026
Northamptonshire 403 1,003 516 **$ 1,003 704 ** 1,004
Nottinghamshire 325 1,011 569 1,011 258 ** 1,012
East Midlands Region 277 4,873 569 4,873 450 4,875


Staffordshire 305 965 461 965 557 965
Warwickshire 363 981 562 981 646 982
West Mercia 187 969 279 ** **$ 969 656 967
West Midlands 279 1,350 491 1,350 276 ** 1,349
West Midlands Region 272 4,265 444 4,265 454 4,263


Bedfordshire 343 956 747 956 538 956
Cambridgeshire 240 1,017 579 1,017 263 ** 1,017
Essex 250 1,029 496 1,029 411 1,026
Hertfordshire 232 909 632 909 502 908
Norfolk 169 881 319 ** 881 418 882
Suffolk 198 **# 931 388 ** 931 414 927
East of England Region 236 5,723 515 5,723 420 5,716


Metropolitan/City of London 402 ** 3,937 749 ** 3,937 406 3,916
London Region 402 ** 3,937 749 ** 3,937 406 3,916


Hampshire 181 993 462 993 435 990
Kent 224 960 514 960 468 956
Surrey 131 ** 921 706 921 416 915
Sussex 170 ** 946 347 946 428 941
Thames Valley 246 1,101 632 1,101 568 1,101
South East Region 198 ** 4,921 526 4,921 474 4,903


Avon and Somerset 254 988 403 **$ 988 644 987
Devon and Cornwall 64 ** **$ 966 266 ** 966 452 967
Dorset 156 ** 937 495 937 810 937
Gloucestershire 142 ** 958 566 958 676 **# 958
Wiltshire 201 992 451 992 446 992
South West Region 164 ** 4,841 398 ** 4,841 586 4,841


England Total 287 40,781 521 **$ 40,781 469 40,731


Dyfed-Powys 39 ** 1,034 260 ** 1,034 66 ** **$ 1,033
Gwent 262 **# 854 741 854 750 **# 854
North Wales 112 ** 983 356 983 438 982
South Wales 222 958 712 958 489 959
Wales 168 ** 3,829 546 3,829 445 3,828


ENGLAND AND WALES 280 44,610 522 **$ 44,610 467 44,559
1. BCS figures at police force area level are given only for main offence types due to the variability of specific offence figures at this level.
2. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


All burglary1 All vehicle-related theft1 All BCS violence1Police force area, English region and 
Wales
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Table 7.13  Knife and sharp instrument offences recorded by the police for selected offences, 2008/091


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, 2008/09 Recorded crime


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Cleveland 207 4 5 - 11 - 141 3 47 12 3 1
Durham 152 4 0 - 11 11 110 3 29 17 2 1
Northumbria 470 4 2 - 11 12 322 3 132 18 3 0
North East Region 829 4 7 - 33 15 573 3 208 16 8 1


Cheshire 341 4 2 - 19 11 189 3 127 21 4 1
Cumbria 87 2 1 - 11 - 60 2 15 - 0 0
Greater Manchester 2,835 9 29 36 87 17 1,128 5 1,565 22 26 1
Lancashire 843 6 10 - 36 19 546 5 241 28 10 1
Merseyside 892 9 6 - 19 22 431 5 432 26 4 1
North West Region 4,998 7 48 40 172 17 2,354 4 2,380 23 44 1


Humberside 369 4 4 - 14 12 238 3 111 14 2 0
North Yorkshire 225 5 3 - 8 15 163 4 46 19 5 1
South Yorkshire 648 5 6 - 17 - 374 3 248 21 3 1
West Yorkshire 1,273 6 14 - 82 26 597 3 562 19 18 1
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 2,515 5 27 50 121 23 1,372 3 967 19 28 1


Derbyshire 327 3 3 - 13 11 177 2 129 16 5 1
Leicestershire 476 5 4 - 36 15 230 3 202 17 4 0
Lincolnshire 169 4 2 - 28 33 96 3 39 20 4 1
Northamptonshire 396 6 3 - 31 19 190 4 166 18 6 1
Nottinghamshire 940 6 5 - 28 20 400 3 499 22 8 1
East Midlands Region 2,308 5 17 - 136 18 1,093 3 1,035 19 27 1


Staffordshire 455 4 6 - 23 6 305 3 119 15 2 0
Warwickshire 223 6 9 - 4 8 136 5 72 21 2 1
West Mercia 341 4 5 - 24 16 207 3 102 18 3 0
West Midlands 3,682 9 21 30 61 13 1,719 6 1,858 24 23 1
West Midlands Region 4,701 7 41 43 112 11 2,367 5 2,151 23 30 1


Bedfordshire 458 8 4 - 14 - 194 5 239 24 7 2
Cambridgeshire 402 6 6 - 28 19 227 5 133 16 8 1
Essex 730 6 13 - 47 19 339 4 329 25 2 0
Hertfordshire 177 3 6 - 0 0 54 1 117 15 0 0
Norfolk 130 3 1 - 7 10 75 2 47 16 0 0
Suffolk 200 4 3 - 17 18 131 3 44 16 5 1
East of England Region 2,097 5 33 56 113 17 1,020 3 909 20 22 1


London, City of 26 6 0 - 3 - 16 5 7 - 0 -
Metropolitan Police 12,233 11 41 53 473 19 4,728 7 6,857 21 134 2
London Region 12,259 11 41 53 476 19 4,744 7 6,864 21 134 2


Hampshire 592 3 5 - 51 9 364 2 163 14 9 1
Kent 553 4 10 - 25 11 339 3 176 17 3 0
Surrey 130 2 0 - 14 12 87 2 28 7 1 0
Sussex 728 7 3 - 21 15 510 6 190 18 4 0
Thames Valley 1,221 6 9 - 88 11 570 4 537 23 17 1
South East Region 3,224 5 27 53 199 11 1,870 3 1,094 18 34 1


Avon and Somerset 935 6 8 - 19 24 496 4 402 20 10 1
Devon and Cornwall 395 3 8 - 25 46 266 2 84 16 12 1
Dorset 164 3 1 - 9 12 127 3 26 10 1 0
Gloucestershire 181 4 3 - 23 21 98 3 52 20 5 1
Wiltshire 200 4 1 - 21 - 116 3 60 18 2 1
South West Region 1,875 4 21 - 97 28 1,103 3 624 18 30 1


ENGLAND 34,806 7 262 48 1,459 16 16,496 4 16,232 21 357 1


Dyfed-Powys 95 3 2 - 18 25 71 3 3 - 1 0
Gwent 126 2 4 - 19 11 88 2 13 6 2 1
North Wales 136 3 2 - 16 15 98 2 20 13 0 0
South Wales 571 5 4 - 43 28 327 3 195 24 2 0
WALES 928 4 12 - 96 19 584 3 231 19 5 0


British Transport Police 346 9 1 - 9 - 102 4 230 26 4 1


ENGLAND AND WALES 36,080 7 275 48 1,564 16 17,182 4 16,693 21 366 1


Rape and sexual 
assaults


1. Police recorded knife and sharp instrument offences data are submitted via an additional special collection. Other offences exist that are not shown in this table that may include the use of a 
knife or sharp instrument. In this table 'offences involving a knife' refers to the use of a knife or sharp instrument. Total of selected serious offences only include the five offence types shown in 
this table.


RobberyTotal of selected 
serious offences1


Attempted murder Threats to kill ABH and GBH3Police force area, English regions                              
and Wales2


2. Four police forces include unbroken bottle and glass offences in their returns, which are outside the scope of this special collection. As such, data for these forces are not directly comparable to 
data for other forces.  The four forces are:  West Midlands, Surrey, Sussex and the British Transport Police.
3. Includes racially or religiously aggravated wounding or inflicting GBH.
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Table 7.14  Knife and sharp instrument offences recorded by the police for selected offences, 2009/101


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded crime


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Offences 
involving 


a knife


         %    
involving            


a knife


Cleveland 227 4 1 - 12 - 161 3 53 19 0 0
Durham 120 3 1 - 7 11 77 2 31 20 4 1
Northumbria 401 4 0 - 16 17 275 3 107 19 3 0
North East Region 748 4 2 - 35 18 513 3 191 19 7 0


Cheshire 276 4 6 - 6 8 163 2 98 23 3 1
Cumbria 98 3 0 - 14 - 67 2 16 - 1 0
Greater Manchester 2,361 8 29 42 93 14 979 5 1,240 21 20 1
Lancashire 622 5 4 - 24 13 416 4 172 25 6 1
Merseyside 798 8 3 - 19 28 388 5 385 24 3 0
North West Region 4,155 7 42 39 156 15 2,013 4 1,911 22 33 1


Humberside 357 4 7 - 13 12 219 3 114 19 4 1
North Yorkshire 205 4 2 - 7 - 154 4 41 20 1 0
South Yorkshire 571 5 5 - 10 - 290 3 258 25 8 1
West Yorkshire 1,311 6 14 - 84 27 645 4 555 20 13 1
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 2,444 5 28 41 114 23 1,308 3 968 21 26 1


Derbyshire 317 3 2 - 13 10 166 2 134 16 2 0
Leicestershire 412 5 4 - 40 15 177 3 186 18 5 1
Lincolnshire 176 4 1 - 39 33 96 2 38 18 2 1
Northamptonshire 339 5 2 - 40 13 149 3 145 19 3 1
Nottinghamshire 767 5 2 - 34 24 301 3 424 22 6 1
East Midlands Region 2,011 4 11 - 166 17 889 2 927 19 18 1


Staffordshire 439 4 5 - 38 9 261 3 133 19 2 0
Warwickshire 157 5 2 - 8 9 100 4 47 17 0 0
West Mercia 318 4 2 - 40 20 175 2 95 20 6 1
West Midlands 3,216 9 22 34 51 11 1,563 6 1,552 21 28 1
West Midlands Region 4,130 7 31 36 137 12 2,099 5 1,827 21 36 1


Bedfordshire 390 7 2 - 20 - 205 5 158 22 5 2
Cambridgeshire 360 6 11 - 41 20 178 4 123 17 7 2
Essex 679 6 17 - 28 10 358 4 267 24 9 1
Hertfordshire 128 2 4 - 0 0 45 1 79 12 0 0
Norfolk 201 4 2 - 11 18 136 3 52 17 0 0
Suffolk 178 3 4 - 27 17 100 2 42 17 5 1
East of England Region 1,936 5 40 63 127 16 1,022 3 721 19 26 1


London, City of 10 3 0 - 0 - 5 2 5 - 0 -
Metropolitan Police 12,560 11 67 54 426 19 4,781 7 7,166 21 120 2
London Region 12,570 11 67 53 426 19 4,786 7 7,171 21 120 2


Hampshire 582 3 4 - 50 9 371 3 150 14 7 1
Kent 377 3 4 - 11 9 221 2 135 16 6 1
Surrey 50 1 0 - 0 0 27 1 23 5 0 0
Sussex 681 7 3 - 38 25 450 6 186 20 4 0
Thames Valley 1,206 6 4 - 89 11 632 4 470 21 11 1
South East Region 2,896 4 15 - 188 11 1,701 3 964 18 28 1


Avon and Somerset 790 6 3 - 29 35 397 4 351 20 10 1
Devon and Cornwall 400 3 10 - 16 29 293 3 73 17 8 1
Dorset 176 3 3 - 16 15 108 2 45 21 4 1
Gloucestershire 157 4 2 - 12 14 95 3 46 22 2 1
Wiltshire 157 3 0 - 8 - 109 3 39 15 1 0
South West Region 1,680 4 18 - 81 23 1,002 3 554 19 25 1


ENGLAND 32,570 7 254 44 1,430 16 15,333 4 15,234 21 319 1


Dyfed-Powys 73 3 1 - 22 26 43 2 6 - 1 0
Gwent 156 2 2 - 21 11 102 2 30 12 1 0
North Wales 97 2 0 - 10 6 71 1 16 13 0 0
South Wales 439 4 4 - 30 19 266 3 138 23 1 0
WALES 765 3 7 - 83 14 482 2 190 19 3 0


British Transport Police 231 7 1 - 11 - 49 2 168 25 2 0


ENGLAND AND WALES 33,566 6 262 44 1,524 16 15,864 4 15,592 21 324 1


3. Includes racially or religiously aggravated wounding or inflicting GBH.


2. Four police forces include unbroken bottle and glass offences in their returns, which are outside the scope of this special collection. As such, data for these forces are not directly comparable to 
data for other forces.  The four forces are:  West Midlands, Surrey, Sussex and the British Transport Police.


ABH and GBH3 Rape and sexual 
assaults


Total of selected 
serious offences1


Attempted murder RobberyThreats to kill


1. Police recorded knife and sharp instrument offences data are submitted via an additional special collection. Other offences exist that are not shown in this table that may include the use of a 
knife or sharp instrument. In this table 'offences involving a knife' refers to the use of a knife or sharp instrument. Total of selected serious offences only include the five offence types shown in 
this table.


Police force area, English regions                              
and Wales2


187







Table 7.15  Detection rates by method of detection, police force area, English region and Wales, 2009/101


Numbers and percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded crime


Detection rate by method of detection


Previously 
recorded


Not previously 
recorded


Cleveland 47,255 40 40 24 10 2 0 3 1
Durham 40,423 33 33 20 8 2 0 3 1
Northumbria 89,700 40 40 22 12 2 0 2 1
North East Region 177,378 38 38 22 10 2 0 3 1


Cheshire 67,032 25 25 15 5 2 0 2 2
Cumbria 28,333 41 40 26 9 1 0 4 0
Greater Manchester 246,416 25 25 16 4 1 0 2 2
Lancashire 107,361 35 35 21 7 2 0 4 1
Merseyside 107,730 39 39 20 5 1 0 7 5
North West Region 556,872 30 30 18 5 1 0 3 2


Humberside 80,663 28 28 16 6 1 0 3 1
North Yorkshire 42,197 31 31 20 7 1 0 2 2
South Yorkshire 112,869 31 31 14 7 6 0 3 1
West Yorkshire 197,553 27 27 15 5 5 0 1 1
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 433,282 29 29 16 6 4 0 2 1


Derbyshire 68,005 23 23 15 4 1 0 1 1
Leicestershire 81,244 23 23 12 5 2 0 2 2
Lincolnshire 46,927 24 24 14 7 1 0 2 1
Northamptonshire 55,168 24 24 13 6 1 0 1 1
Nottinghamshire 98,319 26 26 14 8 1 0 1 1
East Midlands Region 349,663 24 24 14 6 1 0 2 1


Staffordshire 76,137 23 23 14 4 1 0 2 1
Warwickshire 33,828 24 24 12 7 1 0 2 2
West Mercia 71,291 27 27 16 7 1 0 2 1
West Midlands 211,399 24 24 16 6 1 0 0 1
West Midlands Region 392,655 24 24 15 6 1 0 1 1


Bedfordshire 42,048 26 26 15 6 1 0 2 1
Cambridgeshire 60,017 27 27 14 7 2 0 2 2
Essex 104,796 34 34 16 11 3 0 2 1
Hertfordshire 70,001 35 35 16 8 3 0 5 3
Norfolk 44,692 37 34 19 7 3 0 2 1
Suffolk 46,447 30 30 17 7 2 0 2 1
East of England Region 368,001 32 31 16 8 3 0 3 2


London, City of 6,532 36 36 18 8 1 0 1 8
Metropolitan Police 828,752 24 24 12 5 1 0 2 4
London Region 835,284 24 24 12 5 1 0 2 4


Hampshire 142,261 27 27 17 6 1 0 2 1
Kent 106,727 33 33 15 10 3 0 5 1
Surrey 64,329 21 21 12 5 1 0 2 1
Sussex 101,200 29 29 17 9 1 0 2 1
Thames Valley 185,705 20 20 10 5 1 0 3 1
South East Region 600,222 26 26 14 7 1 0 3 1


Avon and Somerset 125,899 29 26 14 6 2 0 2 2
Devon and Cornwall 92,705 30 30 16 8 2 0 2 2
Dorset 48,237 24 24 15 5 1 0 1 1
Gloucestershire 38,270 30 30 15 8 4 0 1 1
Wiltshire 38,671 30 30 15 8 3 0 3 1
South West Region 343,782 29 28 15 7 2 0 2 1


ENGLAND 4,057,139 28 27 15 6 2 0 2 2


Dyfed-Powys 22,377 48 48 24 15 1 0 4 4
Gwent 50,842 26 26 14 7 1 0 3 1
North Wales 44,919 43 41 23 9 2 0 5 2
South Wales 103,253 30 30 19 5 2 0 3 2
WALES 221,391 34 33 19 7 1 0 3 2


British Transport Police 60,074 35 35 19 6 1 0 5 5


ENGLAND AND WALES 4,338,604 28 28 15 6 2 0 2 2
1. Percentage of offences detected.
2. This includes a small number of Youth Restorative Disposals (see Chapter 6) submitted to the Home Office as part of a pilot scheme together with non-sanction detections.
3. Since 26 January 2009, PNDs can be given for cannabis possession. Up to the end of March 2009 such PNDs were counted together with Cannabis Warnings.


Police force area, English region                        
and Wales


Recorded 
offences


Detection                        
rate2 


Sanction 
detection    


rate Cannabis 
Warnings3


Charge/ 
summons


Cautions Taken into consideration Penalty 
Notices for 


Disorder
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Table 7.16  Sanction detection rates by offence group, police force area, English region and Wales, 2009/101 2


Percentages England and Wales, 2009/10 Recorded Crime
Police force area, English region                         
and Wales


Total Violence 
against the 


person


Sexual 
offences


Robbery Burglary Offences 
against 


vehicles


Other theft 
offences


Fraud and 
forgery


Criminal 
damage


Drug                     
offences


Other 
offences


Cleveland 40 59 40 33 17 19 44 50 18 99 92
Durham 33 68 47 38 15 13 32 46 16 96 83
Northumbria 40 66 37 37 16 17 41 57 20 96 83
North East Region 38 65 40 36 16 16 40 54 19 97 85


Cheshire 25 42 26 20 11 11 24 22 12 91 60
Cumbria 40 66 38 42 15 14 36 52 17 96 78
Greater Manchester 25 45 33 19 12 8 24 20 11 91 64
Lancashire 35 55 36 45 21 23 31 30 19 91 81
Merseyside 39 65 32 19 12 11 37 28 11 100 86
North West Region 30 52 33 21 13 12 28 24 13 95 71


Humberside 28 49 39 32 12 12 26 32 13 95 81
North Yorkshire 31 57 31 32 12 11 27 46 15 97 88
South Yorkshire 31 52 33 33 17 27 30 33 12 95 71
West Yorkshire 27 46 25 28 17 17 25 25 13 91 72
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 29 49 31 30 16 19 27 30 13 94 75


Derbyshire 23 38 28 24 11 10 20 24 10 93 68
Leicestershire 23 33 29 22 13 12 19 18 11 91 56
Lincolnshire 24 47 19 20 8 6 23 41 9 85 55
Northamptonshire 24 44 36 25 8 9 25 23 12 92 75
Nottinghamshire 26 46 31 17 10 8 24 25 14 93 69
East Midlands Region 24 41 29 21 10 9 22 24 11 91 64


Staffordshire 23 31 24 33 11 8 22 17 10 103 58
Warwickshire 24 51 29 16 8 5 19 27 11 97 67
West Mercia 27 48 32 35 11 7 27 26 12 96 73
West Midlands 24 36 31 21 10 9 25 19 11 91 67
West Midlands Region 24 38 30 23 10 8 24 20 11 94 67


Bedfordshire 26 45 29 23 11 8 27 36 12 94 75
Cambridgeshire 27 46 30 21 11 13 25 22 13 97 71
Essex 34 56 24 18 15 16 35 32 17 100 77
Hertfordshire 35 59 30 27 18 13 32 36 16 96 75
Norfolk 34 54 31 29 20 18 31 46 16 98 79
Suffolk 30 52 27 31 15 12 26 35 13 92 63
East of England Region 31 53 28 23 15 14 30 33 15 97 74


London, City of 36 43 41 7 31 10 18 65 34 98 70
Metropolitan Police 24 35 25 16 11 6 15 13 12 93 62
London Region 24 35 26 16 11 6 15 14 13 93 62


Hampshire 27 40 24 25 11 8 26 26 13 95 64
Kent 33 52 36 22 18 15 34 33 18 96 80
Surrey 21 31 22 31 8 6 19 24 10 94 54
Sussex 29 52 32 28 11 6 25 26 14 98 73
Thames Valley 20 33 22 20 8 6 19 14 10 86 47
South East Region 26 41 27 23 11 8 25 22 13 93 63


Avon and Somerset 26 40 35 20 10 10 24 34 14 94 68
Devon and Cornwall 30 47 29 32 16 12 25 35 15 93 68
Dorset 24 40 21 26 11 8 19 37 12 88 64
Gloucestershire 30 46 27 24 17 17 29 33 14 95 64
Wiltshire 30 52 31 28 14 12 25 51 15 103 82
South West Region 28 44 30 23 13 11 24 36 14 94 68


ENGLAND 27 44 29 20 13 11 24 23 13 94 68


Dyfed-Powys 48 67 38 72 26 19 38 61 24 96 79
Gwent 26 48 35 25 8 6 31 25 13 94 62
North Wales 41 61 30 37 13 15 38 48 22 102 88
South Wales 30 52 45 45 17 11 27 31 13 92 77
WALES 33 56 38 40 14 11 31 36 16 95 77


British Transport Police 35 57 39 48 16 13 12 75 19 99 67


ENGLAND AND WALES 28 44 30 20 13 11 24 24 13 94 69


1. Percentage of offences detected through a sanction detection.
2. Offences detected in the current year may have been initially recorded in an earlier year and for this reason some percentages may exceed 100.
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Percentages England and Wales, Recorded crime
Police force area, English region                   
and Wales


2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 % point               
change                     


2008/09 to 
2009/10 2


Cleveland 22 19 19 24 29 33 38 40 2
Durham .. .. 22 23 28 29 30 33 3
Northumbria 27 26 25 32 37 38 39 40 0
North East Region 26 24 23 28 33 35 37 38 1


Cheshire 21 19 18 26 26 26 29 25 -4
Cumbria 25 26 25 30 32 38 39 40 1
Greater Manchester 16 17 20 24 24 25 25 25 0
Lancashire 26 22 22 29 34 35 34 35 1
Merseyside 21 21 18 25 27 32 36 39 2
North West Region 19 19 20 25 27 29 30 30 1


Humberside 16 15 17 20 24 31 30 28 -2
North Yorkshire 20 21 25 26 28 33 31 31 1
South Yorkshire 19 22 21 23 25 27 29 31 2
West Yorkshire 17 17 22 26 26 24 26 27 1
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 17 18 21 24 25 27 28 29 1


Derbyshire 21 18 23 26 25 29 27 23 -5
Leicestershire 21 20 24 29 28 27 24 23 -1
Lincolnshire 19 18 21 24 27 28 27 24 -3
Northamptonshire 20 19 19 20 23 25 24 24 0
Nottinghamshire 16 16 17 21 22 23 23 26 2
East Midlands Region 19 18 20 24 25 26 25 24 -1


Staffordshire 23 23 25 25 26 28 23 23 0
Warwickshire 20 19 20 24 26 26 25 24 -1
West Mercia 23 21 27 32 33 29 30 27 -3
West Midlands 26 25 22 26 27 27 29 24 -5
West Midlands Region 24 24 23 26 27 27 28 24 -3


Bedfordshire 21 20 23 23 20 22 26 26 -1
Cambridgeshire 14 15 17 26 24 27 25 27 1
Essex 16 17 22 26 29 32 35 34 -2
Hertfordshire 18 19 21 22 29 30 33 35 2
Norfolk 20 22 22 25 29 32 37 34 -3
Suffolk 24 24 24 27 28 30 34 30 -4
East of England Region 18 19 21 25 27 29 32 31 -1


London, City of 33 30 26 40 35 36 36 36 0
Metropolitan Police 13 13 15 18 21 25 26 24 -2
London Region 13 13 15 18 21 25 26 24 -2


Hampshire 24 22 23 21 22 26 25 27 2
Kent 23 22 20 24 25 27 32 33 1
Surrey 18 19 22 23 29 27 22 21 -1
Sussex 18 21 21 26 27 32 26 29 3
Thames Valley 19 17 21 27 24 25 24 20 -4
South East Region 20 20 21 24 25 27 26 26 0


Avon and Somerset 15 15 16 23 24 25 26 26 0
Devon and Cornwall 21 20 20 25 26 28 30 30 0
Dorset 18 20 25 28 29 27 25 24 -1
Gloucestershire 24 23 21 28 30 32 31 30 -1
Wiltshire 23 24 25 27 22 27 31 30 -1
South West Region 19 19 20 26 26 27 28 28 0


ENGLAND 19 18 20 24 26 28 28 27 -1


Dyfed-Powys 55 37 30 40 42 42 44 48 3
Gwent 34 30 28 27 30 30 30 26 -4
North Wales 21 21 25 29 34 40 42 41 -1
South Wales 24 23 24 22 24 26 28 30 2
WALES 28 26 26 27 30 31 33 33 0


British Transport Police 14 15 15 18 23 27 32 35 3


ENGLAND AND WALES 3 19 19 21 24 26 28 28 28 -1
1. Percentage of offences detected through a sanction detection.
2. Percentage point change based on unrounded figures.
3. Data for 2002/03 and 2003/04 do not include Durham.


Table 7.17 Sanction detection rate by police force area, English region and Wales, 2002/03 to 2009/101 and percentage point change between 2008/09 and 2009/10
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Percentages England and Wales, BCS


% very/fairly
confident


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted
base


% very/fairly
confident


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 54 ** 920 36 ** 919
Durham 58 992 37 ** 999
Northumbria 58 979 39 989
North East Region 57 2,891 38 ** 2,907


Cheshire 60 923 39 929
Cumbria 61 938 41 926
Greater Manchester 54 ** 1,342 37 ** 1,331
Lancashire 61 ** # 941 39 ** # 942
Merseyside 55 890 41 890
North West Region 57 ** 5,034 39 ** 5,018


Humberside 50 ** 898 29 ** 895
North Yorkshire 61 955 39 ** # 970
South Yorkshire 55 919 38 909
West Yorkshire 58 1,131 42 1,134
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 56 ** 3,903 38 ** 3,908


Derbyshire 55 ** 857 38 860
Leicestershire 60 924 44 909
Lincolnshire 55 ** 978 35 ** 985
Northamptonshire 59 968 38 956
Nottinghamshire 53 ** 960 35 ** ** # 980
East Midlands Region 56 ** 4,687 38 ** ** # 4,690


Staffordshire 50 ** 932 33 ** 939
Warwickshire 62 ** # 965 39 969
West Mercia 63 ** ** # 940 45 ** ** # 940
West Midlands 56 ** 1,312 40 1,308
West Midlands Region 57 ** 4,149 40 4,156


Bedfordshire 63 938 41 932
Cambridgeshire 63 986 42 984
Essex 54 ** 1,004 37 ** # 1,005
Hertfordshire 65 ** ** # 888 45 ** 889
Norfolk 61 860 41 853
Suffolk 59 908 42 908
East of England Region 60 5,584 41 ** # 5,571


Metropolitan/City of London 67 ** ** # 3,725 51 ** ** # 3,708
London Region 67 ** ** # 3,725 51 ** ** # 3,708


Hampshire 60 956 39 971
Kent 59 929 38 928
Surrey 66 ** 892 41 896
Sussex 60 921 36 ** 921
Thames Valley 62 1,072 44 ** # 1,072
South East Region 61 4,770 40 4,788


Avon and Somerset 61 960 40 ** # 963
Devon and Cornwall 61 948 42 ** # 942
Dorset 60 903 40 906
Gloucestershire 61 936 41 942
Wiltshire 61 ** # 938 34 ** 947
South West Region 61 4,685 40 ** # 4,700


England Total 60 ** # 39,428 41 ** # 39,446


Dyfed-Powys 59 979 38 974
Gwent 51 ** 812 30 ** 827
North Wales 58 935 42 951
South Wales 54 ** 932 35 ** 930
Wales 55 ** 3,658 36 ** 3,682


ENGLAND AND WALES 59 ** # 43,086 41 ** # 43,128
1. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


Table 7.18  Fairness and effectiveness of the criminal justice system by police force area, English region and Wales


CJS effectivenessPolice force area, English region and 
Wales


CJS fairness
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Table 7.19  Perceptions of anti-social behaviour by police force area, English region and Wales


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


% Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales3


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/103


Unweighted
base


% very/fairly big 
problem


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales3


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/103


Unweighted
base


% very/fairly big 
problem


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales3


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/103


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 19 900 34 ** 902 26 946
Durham 15 980 31 ** 982 26 1,020
Northumbria 16 972 26 977 27 1,015
North East Region 16 2,852 29 2,861 27 2,981


Cheshire 12 916 25 919 21 **$ 946
Cumbria 10 ** 932 23 935 21 ** 970
Greater Manchester 16 **$ 1,301 30 ** **$ 1,315 28 ** **$ 1,367
Lancashire 14 937 27 941 22 979
Merseyside 20 ** 855 36 ** 859 25 911
North West Region 15 **$ 4,941 29 ** **$ 4,969 25 **$ 5,173


Humberside 13 896 20 ** 897 21 912
North Yorkshire 8 ** 967 18 ** 970 19 ** 990
South Yorkshire 16 889 28 893 23 939
West Yorkshire 17 1,096 34 ** 1,102 26 1,156
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 15 3,848 28 3,862 23 3,997


Derbyshire 13 852 25 855 25 881
Leicestershire 14 887 23 893 23 939
Lincolnshire 7 ** 973 17 ** 976 18 ** 1,022
Northamptonshire 15 942 26 947 22 997
Nottinghamshire 14 **$ 925 27 **$ 935 23 1,003
East Midlands Region 13 **$ 4,579 24 ** 4,606 22 4,842


Staffordshire 17 881 30 891 25 955
Warwickshire 10 ** **$ 925 18 ** 927 20 ** 978
West Mercia 9 ** **$ 926 24 934 20 ** 961
West Midlands 19 ** 1,293 30 ** 1,294 22 1,348
West Midlands Region 15 4,025 27 4,046 22 4,242


Bedfordshire 15 922 28 925 20 ** 953
Cambridgeshire 11 ** 961 20 ** 963 20 ** 1,014
Essex 11 ** 954 20 ** 960 19 ** 1,016
Hertfordshire 11 875 22 879 25 904
Norfolk 10 ** 844 21 850 18 ** 873
Suffolk 9 ** 885 16 ** 889 17 ** 924
East of England Region 11 ** 5,441 21 ** 5,466 20 ** **$ 5,684


Metropolitan/City of London 20 ** 3,514 32 ** 3,553 30 ** 3,861
London Region 20 ** 3,514 32 ** 3,553 30 ** 3,861


Hampshire 13 910 23 920 28 986
Kent 20 ** 901 26 906 28 949
Surrey 10 ** 879 17 ** 883 20 ** 910
Sussex 13 910 21 ** 915 22 936
Thames Valley 11 ** 1,028 25 1,036 21 1,090
South East Region 13 4,628 23 ** 4,660 24 4,871


Avon and Somerset 12 948 22 ** 950 20 ** 984
Devon and Cornwall 9 ** **$ 927 16 ** **$ 930 20 964
Dorset 10 ** 914 20 ** 919 22 932
Gloucestershire 8 ** **$ 939 18 ** **$ 941 16 ** **$ 956
Wiltshire 8 ** 929 18 ** 932 18 ** 984
South West Region 10 ** **$ 4,657 19 ** **$ 4,672 20 ** **$ 4,820


England Total 14 **$ 38,485 26 **$ 38,695 24 **$ 40,471


Dyfed-Powys 5 ** **$ 991 20 ** 999 16 ** **$ 1,026
Gwent 22 ** 798 37 ** 809 31 ** 845
North Wales 10 ** 951 23 955 20 977
South Wales 21 ** 923 38 ** 932 33 ** 953
Wales 16 3,663 31 ** 3,695 26 3,801


ENGLAND AND WALES 14 **$ 42,148 26 **$ 42,390 24 **$ 44,272


3. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


2. Perceptions of drug use/dealing and perceptions of drunk/rowdy behaviour are two of the seven strands that make up the overall measure of perceptions of anti-social behaviour (see Section 6 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information). These two strands form part 
of the measurement system for PSA 25 (see Appendix 1).


High level of perceived anti-social behaviour1 Drug use or dealing problem in area2 Drunk or rowdy behaviour problem in area2


1. Anti-social behaviour (see Section 6 of the User Guide to Home Office Crime Statistics for more information).


Police force area, English region and 
Wales
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Table 7.20  Attitudes to local police by police force area, English region and Wales


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


% saying
police do


excellent/good 
job


Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically
 significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted
base


% agree Statistically 
significantly 


different from 
England and 


Wales1


Statistically
 significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/101


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 55 922 54 **$ 920
Durham 55 1,009 56 1,014
Northumbria 57 1,000 58 995
North East Region 56 2,931 57 2,929


Cheshire 55 ** # 932 51 ** 929
Cumbria 60 ** 960 63 ** 953
Greater Manchester 50 ** 1,349 51 ** 1,341
Lancashire 57 960 61 ** ** # 965
Merseyside 56 898 56 875
North West Region 54 ** ** # 5,099 55 ** # 5,063


Humberside 47 ** 905 47 ** 902
North Yorkshire 60 971 58 975
South Yorkshire 56 ** # 928 51 ** 936
West Yorkshire 57 ** # 1,137 57 ** # 1,117
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 56 ** # 3,941 54 ** # 3,930


Derbyshire 51 ** 869 53 871
Leicestershire 57 927 58 925
Lincolnshire 48 ** 987 52 ** 1,006
Northamptonshire 54 ** 996 52 988
Nottinghamshire 46 ** 983 46 ** 979
East Midlands Region 51 ** 4,762 52 ** 4,769


Staffordshire 52 946 51 ** 933
Warwickshire 53 ** # 968 52 954
West Mercia 56 947 58 919
West Midlands 56 1,336 57 1,293
West Midlands Region 55 ** # 4,197 56 4,099


Bedfordshire 58 943 57 ** # 948
Cambridgeshire 52 ** 1,009 55 ** # 1,010
Essex 56 1,009 60 1,005
Hertfordshire 62 ** 898 59 886
Norfolk 54 867 57 856
Suffolk 57 915 59 ** 912
East of England Region 56 5,641 58 ** 5,617


Metropolitan/City of London 59 ** ** # 3,814 57 3,728
London Region 59 ** ** # 3,814 57 3,728


Hampshire 59 964 58 962
Kent 52 ** 930 52 931
Surrey 64 ** 905 59 892
Sussex 59 929 53 922
Thames Valley 60 ** # 1,077 54 1,072
South East Region 58 ** 4,805 55 4,779


Avon and Somerset 57 ** # 967 56 958
Devon and Cornwall 63 ** 944 58 944
Dorset 62 ** 922 60 ** 909
Gloucestershire 59 ** # 946 59 937
Wiltshire 58 970 59 ** 954
South West Region 60 ** ** # 4,749 58 ** 4,702


England Total 57 ** # 39,939 56 ** # 39,616


Dyfed-Powys 58 1,012 61 ** 994
Gwent 45 ** 840 47 ** 819
North Wales 53 947 57 937
South Wales 52 948 50 ** 941
Wales 52 ** 3,747 53 ** 3,691


ENGLAND AND WALES 56 ** # 43,686 56 ** # 43,307
1. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.


Police force area, English region and 
Wales


Rating of local police Police deal with local concerns
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Table 7.21  Attitudes to local police working in partnership by police force area, English region and Wales


Percentages England and Wales, BCS


% saying
strongly agree/


tend to agree


Statistically 
significantly


 different from 
England and 


Wales3


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/103


Unweighted
base


% saying
strongly agree/


tend to agree


Statistically 
significantly


 different from 
England and 


Wales3


Statistically 
significant 


change,
2008/09 to 


2009/103


Unweighted
base


Cleveland 54 919 48 926
Durham 54 1,013 49 1,011
Northumbria 57 ** 996 54 ** 1,000
North East Region 56 ** 2,928 51 ** 2,937


Cheshire 48 931 46 938
Cumbria 57 ** 951 50 956
Greater Manchester 52 ** # 1,349 42 ** 1,353
Lancashire 56 ** 961 50 967
Merseyside 55 ** 885 50 882
North West Region 53 ** # 5,077 47 5,096


Humberside 50 905 41 ** 904
North Yorkshire 51 972 45 969
South Yorkshire 51 933 48 ** # 935
West Yorkshire 52 1,117 48 1,118
Yorkshire and the Humber Region 51 3,927 47 ** # 3,926


Derbyshire 49 874 46 879
Leicestershire 48 931 46 932
Lincolnshire 47 ** ** # 992 40 ** 1,006
Northamptonshire 49 ** # 988 49 ** # 991
Nottinghamshire 47 ** 969 44 990
East Midlands Region 48 ** 4,754 45 ** 4,798


Staffordshire 48 940 47 951
Warwickshire 49 965 41 ** 966
West Mercia 47 922 47 936
West Midlands 50 1,317 46 1,330
West Midlands Region 49 ** 4,144 46 4,183


Bedfordshire 51 ** # 945 49 949
Cambridgeshire 45 ** 1,010 43 ** 1,008
Essex 57 ** 994 49 1,004
Hertfordshire 54 885 43 ** 895
Norfolk 54 855 49 858
Suffolk 50 909 39 ** 913
East of England Region 53 ** # 5,598 46 5,627


Metropolitan/City of London 55 ** ** # 3,743 52 ** ** # 3,759
London Region 55 ** ** # 3,743 52 ** ** # 3,759


Hampshire 52 961 47 965
Kent 48 930 45 933
Surrey 55 898 53 ** 900
Sussex 49 926 40 ** 925
Thames Valley 50 1,078 47 1,082
South East Region 51 4,793 46 4,805


Avon and Somerset 49 968 47 ** # 970
Devon and Cornwall 49 951 43 ** 952
Dorset 52 907 46 914
Gloucestershire 53 937 50 ** # 944
Wiltshire 48 ** 951 42 ** 968
South West Region 50 4,714 45 ** # 4,748


England Total 52 ** # 39,678 47 ** # 39,879


Dyfed-Powys 49 997 46 1,004
Gwent 45 ** 824 45 ** # 832
North Wales 47 ** 927 44 902
South Wales 50 ** # 946 45 938
Wales 48 ** ** # 3,694 45 ** # 3,676


ENGLAND AND WALES 51 ** # 43,372 47 ** # 43,555
1. Respondents are asked how much they agree or disagree with the statement 'The police and local council are dealing with the anti-social behaviour and crime issues that matter in this area '.
2  Respondents are asked how much they agree or disagree with the statement 'The police and local council seek people's views about the anti-social behaviour and crime issues that matter in this area'.


Police and local council are dealing with issues1 Police and local council seek people's views2Police force area, English region and 
Wales


3. '**' denotes statistical difference in comparison with England and Wales while '**#/$' denotes statistically significant change from 2008/09 to 2009/10.
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RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AND STATISTICS (RDS) 


MISSION STATEMENT 


 


RDS staff are part of the Home Office. They work closely with front-line staff and policy makers. 


The HO Chief Scientific Adviser, who is also Director of RDS, oversees professional development 


for RDS teams, quality assurance and strategic R & D issues. 


 


The Home Office’s purpose is to work together to protect the public. This is the guiding principle 


for Home Office policies to counter terrorism, cut crime, provide effective policing, secure our 


borders and protect personal identity. 


 


Part of the remit of RDS staff is to provide Home Office National Statistics. These statistics inform 


Parliament and members of the public about the state of the nation and provide a window on the 


work and performance of government, allowing the impact of government policies and actions to 


be assessed. 


 


Therefore - 


Research Development and Statistics in the Home Office improves policy making, decision taking 


and practice in support of the Home Office purpose and aims, to provide the public and 


Parliament with information necessary for informed debate and to publish information for future 


use. 
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ERRATA


Page 14, paragraph nine - the figure 109,581 has been amended to 109,851.
Page 70, table 3.10, footnote 3 - the date 'January 2010' has been amended to 'January
2011'.
Page 70, table 3.11, footnote 5 - the date 'January 2010' has been amended to 'January
2011'.
Page 67, table 3.07, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 100, table 4.03, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 103, table 4.06, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 105, table 4.08, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 107, table 4.10, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 125, table 5.03, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 126, table 5.04, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.
Page 135, table 5.13, title - (using logistic regression) was added to the end of the title.


Amended 24th September 2010


 


Tables 3.14, 3.15 and 3.16 have been amended due to changes in the method of analysis 
for calculating these figures. Please see Supplementary Volume 2 to Crime in England &


 Wales 2009/10 (http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs11/hosb0111.pdf) for details of these
 changes to analysis. In addition, there was an error in the calculation of the figure for partner


 


abuse (non-sexual) since 16 previously published. 


Amended 20th January 2011 












Notas explicativas
A leitura dos dados das categorias residuais "outros crimes", genérica ou específicas, deve ter em atenção as sucessivas 
alterações à tabela de crimes pelas quais se procedeu à desagregação destas categorias em categorias específicas de crimes. 


Notas técnicas
Em 1993, os valores contemplam dados da Polícia Judiciária (PJ), da Polícia de Segurança Pública (PSP), da Guarda Nacional 
Republicana (GNR) e da Inspeção de Jogos. A partir de 1994, são incluídos os dados da Inspeção-Geral das Atividades 
Económicas (IGAE) e a partir de 1995 consideram-se também as Alfândegas (ALF) e as Direções Distritais de Finanças (DDF). 
Em 2005, passam a incluir-se os dados da Polícia Marítima (PM) e da Polícia Judiciária Militar (PJM). Em 2006 passam a incluir-se 
os dados do Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras (SEF). 


Os dados da Autoridade Tributária e Aduaneira incluem, até 2012, os dados das anteriores Direção-Geral dos Impostos e Direção-
Geral das Alfândegas e dos Impostos Especiais sobre o Consumo.


Revisão de resultados
Os dados referentes a crimes de homicídio voluntário consumado registados pela Polícia Marítima de 2005 a 2008 foram alterados 
por esta polícia no decurso do ano de 2009. 







Crimes registados pelas autoridades policiais
Última atualização dos dados: 09-09-2019


Nº crimes Ano
Tipo de crime (nível 1) Tipo de crime (nível 2) Tipo de crime (nível 3) 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993


81 278 81 901 80 929 81 394 83 207 84 252 86 847 91 381 96 729 97 314 96 525 95 156 96 493 90 922 91 364 97 496 89 474 84 891 83 050 80 576 83 173 75 193 71 026 68 906 69 300 68 677
170 383 170 832 171 738 186 102 192 135 202 015 219 078 229 078 224 752 227 697 240 738 211 544 213 798 215 700 232 610 234 294 227 618 215 528 213 450 209 124 193 495 183 441 181 541 180 639 186 348 169 031


70 51 35 22 21 13 7 4 16 13 .. 10 12 10 4 3 4 .. 3 .. .. 4 .. .. .. ..
676 660 747 870 853 868 935 825 697 667 584 607 498 525 521 467 537 525 455 484 481 252 213 250 240 230


12 476 14 897 6 936 9 797 7 876 9 551 11 045 9 994 14 768 15 227 12 951 11 268 10 066 9 707 13 281 10 329 9 022 9 762 8 896 14 014 12 960 7 381 7 127 5 202 4 589 4 170
11 522 15 999 13 142 14 730 9 463 14 134 14 481 11 211 11 779 14 891 10 988 10 987 10 074 12 298 9 075 9 002 8 397 8 498 8 515 6 980 7 313 4 883 5 609 7 888 6 254 4 943


Pirataria aérea/segurança aviação civil 29 45 25 22 47 11 .. 9 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Cond. taxa álcool => 1,2g/l 18 289 19 848 20 849 22 873 20 752 24 608 25 366 23 274 22 067 20 389 21 380 20 612 20 135 19 807 21 605 22 727 18 114 16 572 15 910 15 529 12 552 10 015 10 090 8 221 6 132 2 459


Condução perigosa veículo rodoviário 439 500 419 396 398 364 399 395 480 400 359 404 475 308 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Outros contra segurança comunicações 481 457 622 600 556 567 638 755 513 475 539 344 279 213 465 371 294 238 273 303 513 .. .. .. .. ..


19 238 20 850 21 915 23 891 21 753 25 550 26 405 24 433 23 061 21 264 22 278 21 361 20 890 20 329 22 070 23 098 18 408 16 811 16 183 15 832 13 065 10 015 10 090 8 221 6 132 2 459
15 18 16 21 18 24 31 20 21 23 23 25 27 18 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..


119 114 150 132 106 114 130 158 188 149 117 110 93 100 167 141 131 208 92 85 118 153 138 94 105 114
161 197 136 150 165 161 201 268 286 203 302 153 146 106 108 89 103 149 107 215 345 4 622 4 456 5 353 8 183 11 913


44 207 52 735 43 042 49 591 40 234 50 402 53 228 46 909 50 800 52 424 47 243 44 511 41 794 43 083 45 222 43 126 36 598 35 953 34 248 37 610 34 282 27 306 27 633 27 008 25 503 23 829
5 497 5 682 5 829 6 275 6 098 6 799 6 822 6 383 6 212 5 343 5 501 6 109 5 895 5 525 5 563 5 413 4 337 3 663 3 104 3 318 2 982 2 611 2 343 2 500 3 454 2 563
1 977 1 950 1 623 1 330 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..


29 811 28 799 27 676 31 318 29 616 32 922 38 935 41 570 45 743 44 996 41 968 43 002 43 223 39 470 41 657 37 051 33 568 32 133 29 439 31 960 27 190 33 078 39 712 47 776 47 623 43 233
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11 .. .. .. ..


333 223 341 950 330 872 356 032 351 311 376 403 404 917 415 325 424 252 427 787 431 977 400 332 401 215 394 710 416 420 417 383 391 599 372 170 363 294 362 589 341 122 321 644 322 255 326 829 332 228 307 333Total Geral


Contra a família
Falsificação


Perigo comum


Contra a seg. das comunicações


Contra a seg. das comunicações Total
De antisociabilidade perigosa


(CP) Contra o Estado


Contra a paz pública
Outros contra a vida sociedade


(CP) Contra animais companhia
Legislação avulsa


N.E.


(CP) Contra as pessoas
(CP) Contra o património


(CP) Contra ident. cultural/integridade pessoal


(CP) Contra vida em sociedade


(CP) Contra vida em sociedade Total
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PREÂMBULO 
 


Dando continuidade à série de relatórios periódicos sobre a caracterização detalhada das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) reportadas às Forças de Segurança (FS), iniciada em 2008 


pela ex-Direção-Geral de Administração Interna (DGAI), surge o décimo primeiro relatório 


produzido com carácter anual, o qual se refere ao ano de 2018. 


Em 2018, tal como verificado em anos anteriores, as ocorrências de violência doméstica 


participadas à Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR) e à Polícia de Segurança Pública (PSP) 


representam quase a totalidade das participações por VD registadas pelos órgãos de polícia criminal 


(OPC) (99,96%); no ano transato este continuou a ser o crime contra as pessoas mais reportado a 


nível nacional, representando 33% da criminalidade registada nesta tipologia, e a posicionar-se 


como o segundo crime mais registado em Portugal em termos globais, a seguir ao crime de furto, 


correspondendo, em 2018, a 7,9% de toda a criminalidade registada pelos OPC1. 


O presente relatório contempla cinco partes: 1) Sumário executivo; 2) Quantitativos globais das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) participadas às FS em 2018; 3) Caracterização detalhada 


das ocorrências participadas em 2018; 4) Detenções, Estruturas especializadas nas FS, Ações de 


(in)formação e Iniciativas; 5) Decisões de atribuição do estatuto de vítima e Decisões finais em 


processos-crime por VD.  


1. Sumário 


executivo 


2. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


quantitativos 


3. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


Caracterização 


4. Detenções, 


Estruturas 


especializadas nas 


FS, Ações de 


(in)formação e 


Iniciativas 


5. Estatuto de vítima 


e Decisões finais em 


processos-crime por 


VD 


Estrutura do relatório 


 
Na parte 2 foi incluída uma análise comparativa das participações VD registadas pelas FS entre 2008 


e 2018. 


 
Salienta-se que no ponto 3 do relatório, em diversas variáveis analisadas os resultados apresentam 


maiores oscilações face ao registado em anos anteriores, o que se deve essencialmente ao facto de se 


                                                           
1  Cálculos efetuados com base nos dados disponibilizados pela Direção-Geral de Política de Justiça (através do Sistema de Informação de Estatísticas 


de Justiça). No âmbito da VD são aqui consideradas as três categorias de notação utilizadas pelas autoridades policiais para comunicação de dados à 
DGPJ (“Violência doméstica contra cônjuge ou análogo”, “Violência doméstica contra menores”, e “Outros VD”). No modelo 262- notação de 
crimes- o crime de VD encontra-se desagregado nestas três categorias. Se se aplicar a mesma lógica de agregação, o crime de furto, que se apresenta 
desagregado em 19 categorias neste modelo, constituir-se-á então como o crime mais participado em Portugal (considerando-se aqui os dois crimes - 
furto e furto qualificado, previstos nos artigos 203.º e 204.º, respetivamente, do Código Penal).  
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terem utilizado para o ano de 2018 apenas dados da PSP, ao contrário do habitualmente realizado. 


Esta situação decorre de alterações verificadas no processo de comunicação de dados da GNR para 


a base de dados de violência doméstica (BDVD), as quais se encontram em fase final de afinação. 


 
No final do ponto três procurou-se apresentar dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do 


cruzamento de algumas variáveis (tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, tipo de violência e sexo das 


pessoas intervenientes), de modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a 


contribuir para a resposta a frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional, no domínio da 


violência doméstica/violência no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações 


de intimidade. 


Salienta-se que à semelhança dos relatórios relativos aos últimos anos, o presente documento 


contempla no capítulo 5 dados relativos aos resultados dos inquéritos criminais em casos de VD e às 


sentenças proferidas. As amostras agora consideradas decorrem das comunicações rececionadas pela 


Secretaria-Geral do Ministério da Administração Interna (SGAI)2, ao abrigo do art.º 37.º da Lei 


112/2009, de 16 de setembro3, através de correio eletrónico (com recurso aos mapas excel definidos 


para o efeito).  


 
A este propósito refira-se que se encontra em fase final de desenvolvimento, por parte da SGAI, 


uma aplicação informática que visa simplificar a comunicação e tratamento dos dados previstos no 


referido art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, prevendo-se que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em 


funcionamento. 


 
O conjunto de dados e informações que integram este relatório constitui-se como um instrumento 


ao serviço da promoção do conhecimento na área da VD e da monitorização e (re)definição das 


políticas públicas neste domínio, nomeadamente ao nível do Ministério da Administração Interna 


(MAI), contribuindo para a concretização de dois objetivos que vêm sendo prosseguidos por este 


Ministério há mais de vinte anos: promover o conhecimento do fenómeno e promover o constante 


aperfeiçoamento da resposta policial no âmbito da violência doméstica. 


 


O presente relatório procurou integrar a dimensão da linguagem inclusiva da dimensão de género, conforme previsto na Resolução 


do Conselho de Ministros 161/2008, de 22 de outubro (n.º 6). 


  


                                                           
2 E pela ex-DGAI. 
3 Com as alterações introduzidas pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro.   
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1. SUMÁRIO EXECUTIVO 
 


OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS 


 
 


1. Em 2018 foram registadas pelas Forças de Segurança (FS) 26432 participações de 


violência doméstica, 11913 pela GNR (45%) e 14519 (55%) pela PSP, o que 


correspondeu a um ligeiro decréscimo face a 2017 (-1,2%; - 314 participações);  


2. Em 2018 foram recebidas pelas FS, em média, 2203 participações por mês, 72 por dia 


e 3 por hora; 


3. Foram registadas 24609 participações no Continente (92%), 950 na Região Autónoma 


dos Açores (4%) e 873 na Região Autónoma da Madeira (3%), correspondendo a uma 


taxa de variação face ao ano anterior de -0,4%, -9,7% e -11,2%, respetivamente; 


4. Neste período os distritos onde se registaram mais participações foram: Lisboa 


(5981), Porto (4614), Setúbal (2458), Aveiro (1804) e Braga (1801); 


5. Registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,57), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas 


Regiões Autónomas (Açores: 3,88; Madeira: 3,43) relativamente à observada no 


Continente (2,51); 


6. Nos distritos de Faro (3,19), Portalegre (3,05), Setúbal (2,89), Lisboa (2,65), Porto 


(2,60) e Castelo Branco (2,56) registaram-se taxas de incidência superiores à 


verificada em termos do continente (2,51) e nos distritos de Santarém (1,79) e Leiria 


(1,92) registaram-se as taxas mais baixas (inferiores a 2); 


7. Analisando o período de 2008 a 2018, no conjunto das duas FS, observa-se uma taxa 


de variação média anual de -0,4%. Após um aumento dos quantitativos entre 2008 e 


2010, registou-se uma diminuição até 2012, sendo que de 2013 em diante se tem 


verificado uma estabilização dos mesmos (-0,1%). Nos últimos três anos a taxa de 


variação anual tem-se situado próxima de |1%| (2016: 0,7%; 2017: -1,0%; e 2018: -


1,2%). 
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 OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: CARACTERIZAÇÃO 


 


PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 


 
PERÍODO TEMPORAL 


8. Em 2018, o mês em que se registaram mais participações foi agosto (10,5%), sendo 


também este o mês em que se verificaram mais ocorrências (10,7%); 


9. Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e 


uma maior proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (33%);  


10. Os períodos do dia em que surgiram mais participações foram a noite (19-24h) (34%) 


e a tarde (13-18h) (33%). Cerca de 47% das participações foi rececionada de noite ou 


de madrugada e a maioria das ocorrências verificou-se nestes períodos (53%); 


11. Em mais de três quartos dos casos (77%) as situações de violência doméstica foram 


reportadas às FS no próprio dia em que ocorreram ou no dia seguinte. 


 


OCORRÊNCIAS 


12. Em 46% dos casos a denúncia foi efetuada presencialmente, em 21% foi realizada no 


âmbito de ações de policiamento de proximidade e em 27% foi feita por telefone;  


13. A intervenção policial ocorreu geralmente motivada por um pedido da vítima (79,1%) 


e em 11% dos casos foram familiares/vizinhos ou por denúncia anónima; 


14. Em 21% dos casos registados pela PSP, existia(m) ocorrência(s) anterior(es) 


formalizada(s) através de outra(s) participação(ões);  


15. Em 31% dos casos as ocorrências, registadas pela PSP, foram presenciadas por 


menores; 


16. Geralmente as situações tiveram como consequências para a vítima ferimentos 


ligeiros (40%) ou ausência de lesões físicas (59%); sendo no entanto de referir que em 


menos de 1% dos casos os ferimentos resultantes foram graves; 


17. Para a esmagadora maioria dos casos consta a indicação de que as vítimas não foram 


internadas no hospital (1,2%) nem tiveram baixa médica (0,5%);  


18.  Em 31% dos casos, as FS entraram no domicílio do/a denunciado/a e da vítima; 


nestes casos, a entrada foi geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da 


vítima (62%);  


19. Em 78% dos casos as ocorrências sucederam numa casa particular, geralmente da 


vítima e denunciado/a ou apenas da vítima; 17% dos casos ocorreram na via pública 


ou em espaços públicos “fechados”;  







 
8 


20. A violência física esteve presente em 65,7% das situações, a psicológica em 76,5%, a 


sexual em 1,9%, a económica em 6,8% e a social em 13,2%;  


21. Em 23% das participações foram registadas “outras vítimas” (geralmente uma) e em 


32% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma).  


 


VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 


 
VÍTIMA 


22. Geralmente: do sexo feminino (83%), casada ou em união de facto (37,4%), idade 


média de 42 anos e não dependia economicamente do/a denunciado/a (84%) (nesta 


última variável- dados PSP); 


23. Quase dois terços possuía habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano (60%) 


e 36% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou superior (dados PSP); 


24.  Metade das vítimas encontrava-se empregada (55%), 20% estavam desempregadas, 


6% eram domésticas, 9% eram reformadas/pensionistas e as vítimas estudantes 


representavam 10% (dados PSP); 


25. As relações conjugais presentes ou passadas representaram cerca de 73% dos casos 


(conjugalidade presente: 48,4% e conjugalidade passada: 24,4%); 8% das vítimas 


eram descendentes do/a denunciado/a, 5% eram ascendentes e 13% correspondiam a 


relações de namoro (presentes ou passadas) (dados PSP);  


26. Cerca de 13,5% das vítimas nasceu no estrangeiro, sendo que as vítimas naturais dos 


PALOP4 representavam 5,4% e as vítimas oriundas do Brasil 4,3%. 


 
 


DENUNCIADO/A 


27. Geralmente: do sexo masculino (85,2%), casados ou em união de facto (39,2%), idade 


média de 43 anos e não dependiam economicamente da vítima (88%) (nesta última 


variável- dados PSP); 


28.  Em 65% dos casos os/as denunciados/as possuíam habilitações iguais ou inferiores 


ao 9.º ano e cerca de 29% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou do 


ensino superior (dados PSP);  


29. A maioria dos/as denunciados/as encontrava-se empregado/a (62%), 24% estavam 


desempregados/as, 7% em situação de reforma/pensão, 5% eram estudantes, e 1% 


eram domésticos/as (dados PSP); 


                                                           
4 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 







 9 


30.  Em 14,1% dos casos o/a denunciado/a nasceu no estrangeiro; sendo que os/as 


naturais dos PALOP representavam quase 6,9% e os/as oriundos/as do Brasil 3,4%;  


31. Problemas relacionados com o consumo de álcool estavam presentes em 34,3% dos 


casos e problemas relativos ao consumo de estupefacientes em 16,6% (dados PSP); 


32. Cerca de 5,3% possuía uma arma (dados PSP) e em 5% das situações foi utilizada 


uma arma (branca 1,1% dos casos e de fogo em 0,7%); 


33. Efetuando o cruzamento entre algumas variáveis constatam-se algumas variações 


relevantes ao nível dos tipos de violência e taxas de vitimização feminina segundo a 


tipologia de vitimação. 


34. Observam-se igualmente diferenças na proporção de cada uma das combinações de 


sexo da vítima e sexo do/a denunciado/a para cada tipologia de vitimação. 


 


DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS 


 


35. Em 2018 foram efetuadas 803 detenções, o que corresponde a mais 100 detenções face 


a 2017 (+14,2%), salientando-se que se verificava um aumento contínuo neste número 


desde 2009 (com exceção de 2012 e 2016), tendo o seu valor mais que triplicado entre 


2009 e 2018 (+273%); 


36.  Nas Forças de Segurança existia, em 2018, um total de 1088 efetivos com 


responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da VD (534 na GNR e 554 na PSP);  


37. Na GNR existiam 24 NIAVE e 303 Equipas de Investigação e Inquérito e na PSP 


existiam 458 elementos afetos às EPAV e 96 às equipas especiais VD (investigação 


criminal);  


38. Cerca de 63% dos postos e esquadras da GNR e da PSP com competência territorial 


dispunham de uma sala de atendimento à vítima, salientando-se a existência de mais 


38 SAV existentes em outras subunidades/unidades, perfazendo um total de 457 SAV;  


39. Em 2018 foram realizadas pelas Forças de Segurança 26107 avaliações de risco e  


19723 reavaliações;  


40. As Forças de Segurança realizaram ações de formação a nível interno onde a temática 


da VD foi diretamente abordada, envolvendo um total de 1209 formandos/as;  
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ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-CRIME  


 
41. Em 93,6% dos casos registados pelas FS5 ocorreu a atribuição do estatuto de vítima, 


em 2% houve atribuição, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à informação, e em 8,5% 


dos casos a vítima recusou; 


42.  Do total de resultados de inquéritos de VD analisados (relativos aos anos de 2012 a 


2018) (n=71752), observou-se que cerca de 78% referiram-se a arquivamento, 17% a 


acusação e 5% a suspensão provisória do processo; 


43. Entre os inquéritos arquivados em 2018, e à semelhança do verificado em anos 


anteriores, a grande maioria decorreu de falta de prova (art.º 277.º n.º 2 do Código do 


Processo Penal); 


44.  Efetuando uma análise comparativa entre os serviços do Ministério Público (MP) 


que comunicaram mais de cem decisões, constatam-se diferenças nas taxas de 


acusação e de arquivamento;  


45.  Do total de resultados de sentenças transitadas em julgado analisadas (relativas aos 


anos de 2012 a 2018) (n=9479), mais de metade resultou em condenação (58%); 


46. Em 62% das decisões proferidas em 2018 as penas de prisão aplicadas foram entre 2 a 


3 anos; as penas de prisão foram na sua esmagadora maioria suspensas, geralmente 


por igual período de tempo. Na maioria das situações onde se encontra assinalado 


que a pena é suspensa, consta a indicação da sujeição a regime de prova e/ou a 


indicação da existência de pena(s) acessória(s); 


47. À semelhança do verificado em anos anteriores, em termos do regime de prova, surge 


por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano individual de 


readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção 


Social e Serviços Prisionais (DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar 


quantia a instituição de apoio a vítimas/outras instituição de cariz 


humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, obrigação de frequentar 


programa de tratamento de alcoolismo/toxicodependência, ou por exemplo em 


“comparecer no programa de combate à violência doméstica”; 


48. De igual modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, nomeadamente a 


proibição de contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho 


da mesma, proibição de uso e porte de arma, sujeição a programa de tratamento de 


alcoolismo, frequência de um programa de prevenção de violência doméstica, 


inibição do poder paternal e inibição de condução; 


49. Os resultados apresentados ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças devem ser 


analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem apenas os 


casos comunicados à SGAI (através do mapa excel), não espelhando ainda toda a 


realidade nacional. De qualquer modo, os dados apurados correspondem a uma 


                                                           
5 E em que esta informação estava disponível. 
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amostra de 71752 resultados de inquéritos e de 9479 sentenças, para uma série de 7 


anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação (em torno dos 


15% - 19%) e da taxa de condenação (em torno dos 56% - 61%) para este tipo de 


crime.  
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2. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS 
 


2.1 ANO DE 2018  
 


Em 2018, as Forças de Segurança (FS) registaram 26432 participações de violência doméstica (VD): 


11913 pela GNR (45%) e 14519 (55%) pela PSP; correspondendo, em média, a 2203 participações 


por mês, 72 por dia e 3 por hora (tabela 1).  


 


Em termos globais, observa-se que em 2018 se registou um decréscimo de 314 ocorrências face ao 


registado em 2017 (de 26746 para 26432, o que corresponde a -1,2%) (tabela 1). Relativamente a 


2017, verificaram-se mais 682 ocorrências registadas pela GNR (6%) e uma diminuição de 996 


participações na PSP (-6%). 


 
Analisando segundo a NUT I6, a taxa de variação no continente foi de -0,4%, na RA dos Açores foi 


-9,7% e na RA da Madeira foi -11,2%.  


 
 
Tabela 1: Número de ocorrências registadas pelas Forças de Segurança segundo a NUT I (2016-2018) 


 
Nº total de participações GNR PSP 


 
2016 2017 2018 


Tx. var.
7
 


(%) 
2016 2017 2018 


Tx. var. 
 


(%) 
2016 2017 2018 


Tx. var.
 


(%) 


Continente 24960 24711 24609 -0,41 11539 11228 11909 6,07 13421 13483 12700 -5,81 


R.A. Açores 1016 1052 950 -9,70 3 2 3 - 1013 1050 947 -9,81 


R.A. Madeira 1035 983 873 -11,19 - 1 1 - 1035 982 872 -11,20 


Portugal 27011 26746 26432 -1,17 11542 11231 11913 6,07 15469 15515 14519 -6,42 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas Forças de Segurança. 


 
 


Analisando esta variação distrito a distrito, observam-se diversas oscilações, assinalando-se taxas de 


variação negativa de maior magnitude na R. A. da Madeira (-11,2%), na R. A. dos Açores (-9,7%) e 


em Lisboa (-5,1%). Em termos de aumento do número de participações destaca-se Beja (+16,8%), 


Viana do Castelo (+16,3%), Portalegre (+9,7%), Aveiro (+6,2%) e Setúbal (+5,6%). Em todos os 


outros distritos do continente as taxas de variação, positivas ou negativas, são inferiores a cinco 


pontos percentuais (tabela 2). 


                                                           
6 Nomenclatura das Unidades Territoriais; NUT I = Continente, Região Autónoma dos Açores e Região Autónoma da Madeira. 
7 A taxa de variação considerada refere-se a 2018-2017. 
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Em termos de valores absolutos, constata-se que Lisboa (5981), Porto (4614), Setúbal (2458), Aveiro 


(1804) e Braga (1801) continuam a ser os distritos onde se registam mais ocorrências de VD. As 


ocorrências participadas no distrito de Lisboa representam quase um quarto do total nacional (23%), 


seguindo-se o distrito do Porto que regista quase um quinto (17,5%) (tabela 2). Estes dois distritos 


correspondem a 40% do volume nacional de participações, seguindo-se Setúbal com 9%, Braga com 


7% e Aveiro com 7%. Verifica-se que nestes cinco, dos dezoito distritos, e nas duas Regiões 


Autónomas (7%) foram registadas 70% das participações a nível nacional.  


 


Tabela 2: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às FS em 2017 e 2018, peso no total de 
participações, taxa de variação e taxa de incidência por mil habitantes (2018) 


 


2017 2018 Peso 
no 


total 
(2018) 


(%) 


Peso 
no 


total 
GNR 


(2018) 
(%) 


Peso 
no 


total  
PSP 


(2018) 
(%) 


Taxa de 
variação 


anual  
(2018-
2017) 


(%) 


Taxa de 
incidência 


(2018) 
por mil 


hab. 
Distrito/Comando 


GNR PSP Total GNR PSP Total 


Aveiro 1224 474 1698 1318 486 1804 6,8 11,1 3,3 6,24 2,58 
Beja 224 55 279 260 66 326 1,2 2,2 0,5 16,85 2,28 
Braga 1206 632 1838 1225 576 1801 6,8 10,3 4,0 -2,01 2,17 
Bragança 207 96 303 216 77 293 1,1 1,8 0,5 -3,30 2,33 
Castelo Branco 291 166 457 309 158 467 1,8 2,6 1,1 2,19 2,56 
Coimbra 537 399 936 540 364 904 3,4 4,5 2,5 -3,42 2,21 
Évora 218 163 381 232 132 364 1,4 1,9 0,9 -4,46 2,34 
Faro 851 608 1459 898 508 1406 5,3 7,5 3,5 -3,63 3,19 
Guarda 305 61 366 298 69 367 1,4 2,5 0,5 0,27 2,49 
Leiria 479 419 898 469 410 879 3,3 3,9 2,8 -2,12 1,92 
Lisboa 785 5518 6303 916 5065 5981 22,6 7,7 34,9 -5,11 2,65 
Portalegre 190 110 300 207 122 329 1,2 1,7 0,8 9,67 3,05 
Porto 1902 2727 4629 1991 2623 4614 17,5 16,7 18,1 -0,32 2,60 
Santarém 502 306 808 516 261 777 2,9 4,3 1,8 -3,84 1,79 
Setúbal 1028 1299 2327 1165 1293 2458 9,3 9,8 8,9 5,63 2,89 
Viana do Castelo 383 115 498 399 180 579 2,2 3,3 1,2 16,27 2,49 
Vila Real 330 123 453 335 113 448 1,7 2,8 0,8 -1,10 2,31 
Viseu 566 212 778 615 197 812 3,1 5,2 1,4 4,37 2,26 
R. A. Açores 2 1050 1052 3 947 950 3,6 0,0 6,5 -9,70 3,88 
R. A. Madeira 1 982 983 1 872 873 3,3 0,0 6,0 -11,19 3,43 


Total 11231 15515 26746 11913 14519 26432 6,8 100 100 -1,17 2,57 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. Taxa de incidência calculada com base nas estimativas do 
Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2017 (atualizadas em 15/6/2018). 


 
 


Conforme se pode observar pelo mapa 1, existe uma clara distinção entre os distritos da zona litoral 


do Continente e os do interior em termos do número de participações. Nos primeiros são registadas 


mais participações, com especial relevo para os distritos de Lisboa e Porto.  
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Mapa 1: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às Forças de Segurança em 2018  


Total nacional= 26432 


 
 


    


 


 


 


      
 


 


No caso da GNR, os distritos que mais participações registaram situam-se no norte litoral: Porto 


(1991), Aveiro (1318) e Braga (1225), (mapa 2). No caso da PSP, os distritos que mais ocorrências de 


violência doméstica registaram foram os de Lisboa (5065), Porto (2623) e Setúbal (1293) (mapa 3), 


sendo estes os únicos distritos em que o número de participações registadas pela PSP supera o 


verificado na GNR. 
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   Mapa 2: Participações de violência doméstica 
registadas pela GNR em 2018 (Continente) 


Mapa 3: Participações de violência doméstica registadas 
pela PSP em 2018 (Continente) 


  
 
 


Para avaliar a magnitude das diferenças globais entre distritos/regiões de forma mais correta torna-se 


necessário analisar as taxas de incidência para cada região considerada, tendo-se assim em conta a 


respetiva população existente (tabela 2 e mapa 4). 


No ano transato, registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,57), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas Regiões Autónomas 


(Açores: 3,88; Madeira: 3,43) relativamente à observada no continente (2,51).  


 


Nos distritos de Faro (3,19), Portalegre (3,05), Setúbal (2,89), Lisboa (2,65), Porto (2,60) e Castelo 


Branco (2,56) registaram-se taxas de incidência superiores à verificada em termos do continente 


(2,51) (tabela 2 e mapa 4)8. Nos distritos de Santarém (1,79) e Leiria (1,92) registaram-se as taxas 


mais baixas (inferiores a 2). 


 


 


                                                           
8 Estes dados relativos à taxa de incidência são meros indicadores, não podendo inferir-se a partir deles que existam mais ou menos situações de VD 


nestas regiões/distritos, uma vez que se referem apenas às ocorrências participadas. 
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Mapa 4: Taxa de incidência de participações de violência doméstica às Forças de Segurança em 2018 (por mil 
habitantes)9  


 


 


 


 


 
 


Taxa de incidência a nível nacional= 2,57 
Taxa de incidência no continente= 2,51 


 


 


 


 
   


  


                                                           
9 Cálculos realizados com base nas estimativas do Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2017. 







 17 


2.2 ANÁLISE COMPARATIVA 2008-2018 
 


 
Considerando o número de ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 2008 e 2018, constata-se, 


em termos globais, a existência de uma tendência de ligeira diminuição, conforme se pode observar 


pelo Gráfico 1. Se no conjunto das duas FS se observa, para o período considerado, uma taxa de 


variação média anual (TVMA) de -0,4%, no âmbito da GNR esta taxa assume um valor positivo 


(1,9%), sendo, no entanto, na PSP negativa (TVMA=-1,8%).  


Esta série estatística corresponde aos primeiros onze anos completos após a autonomização do 


crime de violência doméstica ao nível do Código Penal, sendo que neste período o valor máximo de 


ocorrências participadas às FS foi atingido em 2010, com 31235 registos, e o valor mínimo em 2018, 


com 26432.  


De forma mais detalhada, verifica-se que, após um aumento dos quantitativos entre 2008 e 2010 se 


registou uma diminuição até 2012. De 2013 em diante o número global tem demonstrado alguma 


estabilização (TVMA=-0,14%). Nos últimos três anos a taxa de variação anual tem-se situado 


próxima de |1%| (2016: 0,7%; 2017: -1,0%; e 2018: -1,2%). 


 


Gráfico 1: Número de ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 2008 e 2018
10


 


 


 


 
Comparando os quantitativos registados entre os dois anos: 2008 e 2018, a nível global registou-se 


uma taxa de variação de -4,7%, na GNR o valor é de +18% e na PSP é de -17,7%. 


Salienta-se que estes dados apenas revelam o volume de participações VD às FS, não se podendo a 


partir daqui, sem uma análise temporal comparada baseada em inquéritos de vitimação, efetuar com 


rigor inferências acerca das tendências reais do fenómeno ao nível da população em geral. 


                                                           
10 Fonte: Cálculos SGAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas FS. 
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3. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS - 2018: CARACTERIZAÇÃO  
 


As análises que se seguem e constam deste ponto 3 baseiam-se numa amostra de 26041 ocorrências 


de VD registadas pelas Forças de Segurança em 201811, 56% da PSP e 44% da GNR, 


correspondendo a 98,5% do universo de participações recebidas por estes serviços no ano em 


causa12.  


A análise está essencialmente organizada segundo as seguintes áreas de informação do Auto de 


Notícia/Denúncia Padrão de Violência Doméstica: Caracterização da participação, da ocorrência e 


da vítima e do/a denunciado/a.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


Em traços gerais, a caracterização das ocorrências e intervenientes que se segue apresenta-se 


congruente e em linha com os resultados obtidos nos anos anteriores, o que parece indiciar a 


existência de um padrão consolidado em termos da caracterização das situações de VD para as quais 


as Forças de Segurança são chamadas a intervir.  


 
Salienta-se, contudo, que em diversas variáveis analisadas podem existir oscilações face ao registado 


em anos anteriores, o que se deve essencialmente ao facto de se terem utilizado, nesses casos, para o 


ano de 2018, apenas dados da PSP, ao contrário do habitualmente realizado. Esta situação decorre, 


conforme exposto anteriormente, das alterações verificadas no processo de comunicação de dados 


da GNR para a BDVD, as quais se encontram em fase final de afinação. Assim, eventuais analises 


comparativas face a anos anteriores carecem desta contextualização prévia. 


 


 


3.1 PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 
 


Em 2018, os meses em que se registaram mais participações e mais ocorrências foram o agosto 


(10,5% - participações e 10,7% - ocorrências) e setembro (9,4% em ambos os casos), seguindo-se o 


julho (9,2% em ambos os casos) (Tabela 3).  


Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e uma maior 


proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (33%), onde se destaca o domingo (17%) (Tabela 3 e 


Gráfico 2).  


                                                           
11 Ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2018 e 31/12/2018 e comunicadas à SGAI até 10/05/2019 e compiladas nesta data.  
12 Esta taxa de cobertura das participações registadas, apesar de mais elevada do que no ano transato, reflete ainda o facto de que na data considerada 


faltavam registos da GNR relativos ao período em causa. Os resultados refletem, para a maioria das variáveis, os casos em que os valores em questão 
estavam disponíveis (percentagens válidas), pelo que a dimensão da amostra em cada análise diverge de acordo com as variáveis envolvidas.  
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Os períodos do dia em que se registaram mais participações foram a noite (34%) e a tarde (33%, 


seguindo-se a manhã (20%). De madrugada as FS receberam 12,5% das denúncias, significando que 


entre as 19 horas e as 6 horas da madrugada foram rececionadas 47% das participações (Tabela 3 e 


Gráfico 3).  


Relativamente à hora das ocorrências, cerca de 72% registaram-se entre as 13h00 e as 24h00 (44% à 


noite - das 19h às 24h; e 28% à tarde - das 13h às18h), 18% de manhã (07h-13h) e 9% de madrugada 


(01h-06h).  


Em mais de três quartos dos casos (77%) as situações de violência doméstica foram reportadas às FS 


no próprio dia ou no dia seguinte. 


 


Tabela 3: Mês, dia de semana e hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


  Registo  
(%) 


Ocorrência  
(%) 


Mês  


janeiro 7,8 8,3 
fevereiro 7,1 7,0 
março 7,9 7,8 
abril 7,7 7,7 
maio 8,5 8,4 
junho 8,8 8,8 
julho 9,2 9,2 
agosto 10,5 10,7 
setembro 9,4 9,4 
outubro 8,1 7,7 
novembro 7,2 7,1 
dezembro 7,8 7,9 


Dia de semana 


2.ª feira 16,8 14,4 
3.ª feira 14,2 13,4 
4.ª feira 13,8 12,9 
5.ª feira 14,2 13,0 
6.ª feira 13,2 13,6 
Sábado 13,2 15,4 
Domingo 14,6 


 


17,2 


  


Hora 


 


Manhã (7-12h) 20,2 18,3 
Tarde (13-18h) 33,0 28,2 
Noite (19-0h) 34,4 44,2 
Madrugada (1-6h) 


 


12,5 


 


9,3 


 
Tempo decorrido 
entre participação 


e ocorrência  


Mesmo dia 55,3 


Dia seguinte 21,3 


2 a 5 dias após ocorrência 9,8 


≥6 dias após a ocorrência 13,7 
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Gráfico 2: Dia de semana de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


 


Gráfico 3: Hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


Atendendo aos dados disponíveis, observou-se que em quase metade das participações de violência 


doméstica o meio de comunicação utilizado foi o presencial (no posto ou na esquadra) (46%), cerca 


de 27% foram comunicadas por telefone, 21% através de ações de policiamento de proximidade, e 


nos 6% restantes houve recurso a outros meios (Tabela 4).  
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Tabela 4: Meio de comunicação da denúncia, motivo da intervenção policial e entrada no domicílio (%) 


 Total GNR PSP 


Meio de 
comunicação da 


denúncia 


 


Presencial 46,0 40,1 50,6 


Por telefone 26,9 54,9 4,7 


Através de ações de policiamento de proximidade 21,4 0,3 38,2 


Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica
13


 ou por e-mail 0,3 0,5 0,1 


Outros/não definido (inclui 112) 5,5 4,3 6,4 


Motivo da 
intervenção policial 


Pedido da vítima 79,1 


 


Denúncia anónima 2,3 


Informação de familiares 5,1 


Informação de vizinhos/as 3,4 


Conhecimento direto das FS 3,3 


Outro 6,6 


Entrada no domicílio (sim) 30,6 29,8 31,2 


Tipo de entrada
14


 


 


Autorização escrita da vítima e/ou denunciado/a 2,8  


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima 61,9 


Aut. verbal expressa do/a denunciado/a 8,0 


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima e denunciado/a 25,6 


Por iniciativa policial (perigo efetivo atual ou 
iminente) 1,6 


Por mandado judicial 0,2 


 


Analisando o meio de comunicação da denúncia, segundo a Força de Segurança, verificam-se 


algumas diferenças a salientar. No caso da GNR, 55% das participações foram comunicadas por 


telefone e 40% presencialmente, valores que na PSP correspondem a 5% e 51%, respetivamente. No 


caso da PSP, 38% das participações foram comunicadas no âmbito das ações de policiamento de 


proximidade, enquanto que no caso da GNR essa proporção foi inferior a 1%. Estas diferenças 


continuam a carecer de uma análise mais apurada, no entanto há que atender que as áreas de 


responsabilidade da GNR e da PSP são diferentes, sendo que o carácter mais urbano ou mais rural, 


com implicações nomeadamente para os estilos de vida, distâncias da população ao posto/esquadra 


para efeito de uma participação presencial e preferências das populações, não será indiferente para 


                                                           
13 Segundo os dados extraídos do Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica do MAI, em 2018, foram rececionadas por esta via 313 participações de violência 


doméstica, o que corresponde a cerca de 19% do volume total de participações efetuadas através deste Sistema. Desde 2008, entrada em 
funcionamento do SQE, até 31 de dezembro de 2018 foi registado um total de 854 queixas no âmbito da violência doméstica, o que representa cerca 
de 8% do total de queixas efetuadas através deste Sistema. Dados extraídos da aplicação relativa ao SQE em 9/5/2019. O número de participações 
efetuadas por esta via aumentou, em 2018, 137% face ao registado em 2017. Salienta-se que no âmbito deste Sistema é disponibilizado um conjunto 
de informações e orientações no âmbito da promoção da segurança das vítimas de violência doméstica. 


14 A interpretação dos dados apresentados nomeadamente para o tipo de entrada no domicílio deve ter em conta a existência de alterações no processo 
de comunicação dos dados da GNR para a BDVD (as quais ainda se encontram em fase de consolidação). 
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esta reflexão. Também o facto das equipas especializadas da GNR, no âmbito da VD, atuarem 


essencialmente ao nível da fase de investigação criminal e do acompanhamento pós-vitimação, e as 


Equipas de Proximidade e Apoio à Vítima (EPAV) da PSP atuarem nomeadamente numa primeira 


linha de deteção de casos, poderá contribuir para explicar esta diferença. 


 
Para 79% das ocorrências a intervenção policial surgiu na sequência de um pedido da vítima, em 9% 


derivou de informações de familiares ou vizinhos, em 3% decorreu do conhecimento direto das 


Forças de Segurança e nos restantes 9% de casos o motivo foi uma denúncia anónima (2%) ou 


outro (7%) (Tabela 4 e Gráfico 4). 


Em 31% dos casos verificou-se a entrada da FS no domicílio do denunciado e/ou da vítima, entrada 


essa geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da vítima (62%)15. As situações em que a 


entrada se verificou por iniciativa policial devido a perigo iminente ou por mandado judicial 


representaram 1,8% (Tabela 4). 


Gráfico 4: Motivo da intervenção policial (%) 


 


Em cerca de 78% dos casos as ocorrências reportadas às FS verificaram-se numa residência 


particular (tabela 5), sendo que em 75% destes casos constava a informação de que se tratava da 


residência da vítima e do/a denunciado/a ou da residência apenas da vítima. Em 18% dos casos a 


situação sucedeu-se na via pública ou em locais públicos “fechados” (ex.: organismo público, 


estabelecimento comercial, estabelecimento de restauração e bebidas, entre outros). Salienta-se que 


no âmbito da categoria “outro” (local) os mais representados são os estabelecimentos de ensino e os 


estabelecimentos de saúde.  


                                                           
15 A interpretação dos dados apresentados nomeadamente para o tipo de entrada no domicílio deve ter em conta a existência de alterações no processo 
de comunicação dos dados da GNR para a BDVD (as quais ainda se encontram em fase de consolidação).  
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Tabela 5: Local da ocorrência, presença de menores, ocorrências anteriores, tipo de violência e consequências 
para a vítima (%) 


 
% 


Local da ocorrência 


 


Residência particular 77,6 


Via pública 14,2 


Espaço público "fechado" 3,5 


Outro/desconhecido 4,8 


Presença de menores (sim) 31,2 (PSP) 


Ocorrências anteriores (sim) 21,2 (PSP) 


Tipo de violência 


exercida 


Física 65,7 


Psicológica 76,5 


Sexual 1,9 


Económica 6,8 


Social 13,2 


Consequências para 


a vítima 


Sem lesões 59,4 


Ferimentos ligeiros 40,1 


Ferimentos graves 0,4 


 


Em 21% das situações reportadas à PSP existiram ocorrências anteriores (participadas) por agressão 


à mesma vítima e/ou a outro familiar praticadas pelo/a mesmo/a denunciado/a. 


Em cerca de 31% dos casos registados pela PSP as ocorrências foram presenciadas por menores. 


A violência de tipo físico esteve presente em 66% das situações, a psicológica em 76,5%, a sexual em 


1,9%, a económica16 em 6,8% e a social17 em 13,2%18 (Tabela 5). 


Cerca de 40% das situações teve como consequências para a vítima19 “ferimentos ligeiros” e em 59% 


dos casos foi registada a ausência de lesões. Em menos de 1% dos casos foi indicado que os 


ferimentos resultantes foram graves.  


                                                           
16 Traduz-se no facto do agressor agir no sentido de tornar/manter a vítima dependente economicamente, assumindo um total controlo sobre os 


recursos financeiros. O agressor pode impedir a vítima de arranjar emprego ou de estudar, mantendo assim a sua dependência financeira, além de se 
recusar a dar dinheiro à vítima para as necessidades básicas, tais como, comida ou vestuário. 


17 Quando o agressor atua promovendo o isolamento da vítima em relação à família, amigos, vizinhos… (ex.: impede a vítima de sair de casa e/ou de contactar 
com outras pessoas). 


18 No Auto de Notícia/Denúncia o campo relativo ao tipo de violência é de escolha múltipla, pelo que o somatório de todos os tipos de violência não 
corresponde a 100%. 


19 Não são aqui apresentados os casos em que as FS tenham registado como consequência para a vítima a morte. Tal opção deve-se ao facto destes 
dados não serem representativos da realidade, uma vez que a investigação criminal das situações de homicídio, nomeadamente em contexto de 
violência doméstica é da competência reservada da Polícia Judiciária, entidade responsável pela atribuição do Número Único de Identificação do 
Processo Criminal (n.º 3 do art.º 10.º da Lei da Organização da Investigação Criminal - Lei 49/2008, de 27 de agosto). 
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Acrescenta-se que em 23% das participações foram registadas outras vítimas (geralmente uma: 67%) 


e em 32% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma: 69%)20. 


 


Gráfico 5: Tipo de violência exercida (%) 


 


Considerando os tipos de violência presentes simultaneamente nas ocorrências participadas, verifica-


se que em 33% dos casos encontra-se assinalada a presença de violência física (F) e psicológica (P) 


(gráfico 6). 


 


Gráfico 6: Tipo de violência exercida – combinações verificadas (%) 


 


Legenda: F= Física; P=Psicológica; Sex= Sexual; E= Económica; Soc= Social 


                                                           
20 Dados apenas da PSP. 
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Em mais de um quarto dos casos foi indicada a existência de violência psicológica, sem quaisquer 


outros tipos de violência associados (26,5%), sucedendo o mesmo para 22% dos casos em que se 


encontra “somente” violência física. Em cerca de 5% dos casos para além da violência física e 


psicológica encontra-se violência social e em 4% a violência psicológica surge acompanhada de 


violência social. Em 0,3% dos casos todos os tipos de violência foram identificados. Nas restantes 


situações foram encontradas outras combinações relativamente aos tipos de violência existentes.  


 


3.2 VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 
 


Em consonância com os dados dos anos anteriores, a larga maioria das vítimas era do sexo feminino 


(83%) e os/as denunciados/as do sexo masculino (85%)21
 (Tabela 6). 


No que diz respeito à idade, mais de três quartos das vítimas e denunciados encontravam-se no 


grupo etário dos 25 a 64 anos (75% e 85%, respetivamente) (tabela 6 e gráfico 7), sendo a média de 


idades de 42 anos para as vítimas (desvio-padrão=17) e de 43 para os/as denunciados/as (desvio-


padrão=14)22.  


Em termos do estado civil das vítimas, 37% eram casadas ou viviam em união de facto, assim como 


39% dos/as denunciados/as. 


Cerca de 60% das vítimas possuíam habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano (3.º ciclo), 


22,5% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário e 13% ao nível do ensino superior (tabela 


6 e gráfico 8). No caso dos/as denunciados/as, a proporção daqueles/as que possuíam habilitações 


literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano era de 65%, 19% tinham habilitações ao nível do ensino 


secundário e 10% ao nível do ensino superior. 


Em termos de situação profissional, metade das vítimas encontrava-se ativa/empregada (55%), 20% 


estavam desempregadas, cerca de 6% eram domésticas, 9% eram reformadas ou pensionistas e as 


vítimas estudantes representavam 10%. No caso dos/as denunciados/as, 62% estavam ativos, 24% 


em situação de desemprego, 7% em situação de reforma/pensão e 7% eram estudantes ou 


domésticos/as. 


 


                                                           
21 Salienta-se que para estas análises aqui apresentadas, para cada ocorrência é apenas considerada uma vítima - a “principal” (e não as incluídas em 


“outras vítimas” no Auto de notícia/denúncia padrão de violência doméstica) e apenas um denunciado/a. Deste modo, alguns dos valores aqui 
apresentados podem diferir dos apresentados no Relatório Anual de Segurança Interna (RASI), uma vez que alguns dos dados aí apresentados em 
termos de sexo, idade e grau de parentesco contemplavam todas as vítimas e denunciados/as (nesse caso, os números de vítimas e de 
denunciados/as pode ultrapassar o número de ocorrências registadas, uma vez que em cada participação pode ter estado envolvida mais do que uma 
vítima e envolvido/a mais do que um/a denunciado/a). 


22 Mediana de idades: Vitima= 41 e Denunciado=42   
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Tabela 6: Caracterização das vítimas e denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


 Vítimas  
(%) 


Denunciados/as 
(%) 


Sexo  


 


Homem 16,8 85,2 


Mulher 83,2 14,8 


Idade 


 


[0-18[  5,3 0,8 


[18-25[ 9,8 7,9 


[25-34[ 19,6 21,2 


[35-44[ 25,8 28,5 


[45-54[ 19,6 22,9 


[55-64[ 10,4 12,1 


[65-75[ 5,6 4,6 


≥ 75 anos 3,7 1,9 


Estado civil 


  


Casado/a 31,2 32,6 


União de facto  6,2 6,6 


Divorciado/a  15,6 13,1 


Solteiro/a 43,6 46,8 


Viúvo/a 3,3 0,9 


Habilitações 


(Dados PSP) 


Sem habilitações 3,0 1,5 


Ensino básico 1.º ciclo (4º ano) 15,0 15,7 


Ensino básico 2.º ciclo  (6º ano) 17,1 22,0 


Ensino básico 3.º ciclo  (9º ano) 25,3 26,2 


12º Ano  22,5 18,9 


Ensino Superior 13,1 10,1 


Outro 4,1 5,5 


Situação 
profissional  


(Dados PSP) 


Empregado/a 54,6 62,3 


Desempregado/a 19,9 24,1 


Doméstica/o 6,2 1,3 


Estudante 10,0 5,4 


Reformado/a, Aposentado/a ou está na reserva 9,2 6,9 


País de origem 


 


Portugal 86,5 85,9 


Brasil 4,3 3,4 


PALOP 5,4 6,9 


Outro 3,8 3,8 
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Cerca de 86% das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as nasceu em Portugal e aproximadamente 5% das 


vítimas e 7% dos/as denunciados/as eram oriundos dos PALOP23. A proporção de casos em que 


os/as envolvidos/as são originários do Brasil foi de 4% e 3%, respetivamente. Entre os outros 


países de origem (quer da vítima, quer do/a denunciado/a) mais representados inclui-se a França e a 


Ucrânia (seguindo-se Espanha para as vítimas e a Roménia para os/as denunciados/as). No total, 


quer a proporção de vítimas, quer de denunciados/as oriundos/as de países estrangeiros 


representava cerca de 14% dos casos. 


 


Gráfico 7: Idade das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


 


                                                           
23 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 
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Gráfico 8: Habilitações das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


Em termos da relação vítima-denunciado, 48% das vítimas mantinham, na ocasião da participação 


da ocorrência, uma relação conjugal com o/a denunciado/a, para 24% a conjugalidade existira 


anteriormente, 8% das vítimas eram descendentes24 do/a denunciado/a, 5% eram ascendentes25 


do/a denunciado/a, em 13% existia/existira uma relação de namoro26 e em 0,8% dos casos a relação 


era de outro tipo (colateral27 ou outra) (tabela 7 e gráfico 9). As relações conjugais, presentes ou 


passadas, representaram cerca de 73% dos casos, e somando a estas as relações de namoro, verifica-


se que as situações de VD em relações íntimas (conjugais ou de namoro) representam 86% das 


participações.  


 


 


 


 


 


                                                           
24 Vítima é descendente do denunciado - inclui situações como: a vítima é filho(a), enteado(a), neto(a), sobrinho(a), genro/nora do denunciado/a ou 


tutelado(a) por este/a.  
25 Vítima é ascendente - inclui situações em que a vítima é mãe/ pai/ avó(ô) /tio/a / sogro/a / tutor(a)/ padrasto/madrasta do denunciado. 
26 Em fevereiro de 2013 o Código Penal foi objeto de algumas alterações, entre elas a introduzida no art.º 152.º relativo ao crime de violência 


doméstica, clarificando-se que as relações de namoro presentes ou passadas são abrangidas por este ilícito penal (Lei n.º 19/2013, de 21 de 
fevereiro). 


27 Colateral inclui irmão, primo(a) e cunhado(a). 


3 


15 


17 


25 


23 


13 


4 


1 


16 


22 


26 


19 


10 


6 


Sem
habilitações


Ensino básico
1.º ciclo


Ensino básico
2.º ciclo


Ensino básico
3.º ciclo


12º Ano Ensino
Superior


Outro


Vítima


Denunciado/a







 29 


Tabela 7: Caracterização das vítimas – tipo de relação com denunciado/a, dependência económica, 
internamento hospitalar e baixa médica (%) 


 % 


Tipo de relação vítima 
- denunciado/a 


(Dados PSP) 


Conjugalidade presente 48,4 


Conjugalidade passada 24,4 


Vítima é descendente 7,7 


Vítima é ascendente 5,3 


Vítima é colateral 0,2 


Namoro - presente  5,4 


Namoro - passado 8,0 


Outras situações 0,6 


Depende económica do/a denunciado/a (sim) 
15,8 (PSP) 


Com internamento hospitalar  1,2 


Com baixa médica  0,5 


 


Cerca de 84% das vítimas não dependia economicamente do/a denunciado/a. 


Em apenas 1,2% das situações registadas pelas Forças de Segurança houve lugar a internamento 


hospitalar da vítima e em 0,5% recurso a baixa médica por parte desta.  


Gráfico 9: Relação vítima-denunciado/a (%) 
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Conforme se pode observar na tabela 8, a grande maioria dos/as denunciados/as também não 


dependia economicamente da vítima (88%). 


Relativamente ao consumo de substâncias psicotrópicas, os dados apontam para que cerca de 34% 


dos/as denunciados/as apresentavam problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool28 e 17% com 


o consumo de estupefacientes29.  


Segundo os dados disponíveis, em 5% dos casos o/a denunciado/a possuía arma e em cerca de 5% 


houve utilização de uma arma. Entre os casos em que houve utilização de arma, em 1,1% foi 


utilizada arma branca, em 0,7% arma de fogo (de defesa ou de caça) e em 3,2% outras 


armas/instrumentos. 


 


Tabela 8: Caracterização dos/as denunciados/as – dependência económica, problemas relacionados com 
álcool/droga, posse e utilização de arma (%) 


 
% 


Depende economicamente da vítima  11,9 (PSP) 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool 34,3 (PSP) 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de 
estupefacientes  16,6 (PSP) 


Posse de arma 5,3 (PSP) 


Tipo de arma 
utilizada na 
ocorrência


30
 


Arma branca 1,1 


Arma de fogo de caça 0,4 


Arma de fogo de defesa 0,3 


Outra arma /instrumento 3,2 


Nenhum 94,9 


 
 
 


 


 


                                                           
28 Significa que o/a denunciado/a, no último ano: não conseguiu cumprir tarefas que habitualmente lhe são exigidas (ex: no trabalho, em casa…) por ter 


bebido; ficou ferido/a ou feriu alguém por ter bebido; ou alguma vez um familiar, amigo/a, médico/a ou outro profissional de saúde manifestou 
preocupação pelo seu consumo de álcool ou sugeriu que deixasse de beber; Ilustra que o consumo de álcool do/a denunciado/a tem afetado 
negativamente, no último ano, a sua saúde, desempenho profissional, familiar… e/ou a sua relação com os outros. 


29 Operacionalização idêntica à relativa ao álcool. Ver nota anterior.  
30 A interpretação dos dados apresentados nomeadamente para o tipo de arma utilizada deve ter em conta a existência de alterações no processo de 
comunicação dos dados da GNR para a BDVD (as quais ainda se encontram em fase de consolidação). 
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3.3 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA, TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E SEXO DOS 
INTERVENIENTES31 
 


Neste ponto procurou-se apresentar alguns dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do cruzamento 


de algumas variáveis, de modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a 


contribuir para a resposta a frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional32, no domínio da 


violência doméstica/violência no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações 


de intimidade. 


Pelos motivos já anteriormente explanados, os dados apresentados neste ponto refletem apenas as 


ocorrências registadas pela PSP, pelo que eventuais comparações com os resultados obtidos em anos 


anteriores (onde se contemplavam as duas FS), não devem ser diretamente realizadas, sem esta 


contextualização. 


 


3.3.1 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA PRATICADA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Cruzando o tipo de violência com o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que a 


proporção mais elevada de casos em que foi assinalada violência física se registou nas situações de 


violência doméstica entre namorados (86%) e contra cônjuges (77%) (gráfico 10). No que concerne 


à violência psicológica/emocional observam-se valores mais expressivos (iguais ou superiores a 


90%) no âmbito da várias tipologias, assumindo valores ligeiramente inferiores quando a violência 


exercida é sobre atual cônjuge (87%) ou sobre atual namorado/a (74%). A violência social esteve 


presente em especial nas situações de violência contra ex-cônjuge e ex-namorado/a (24% e 27%, 


respetivamente). A violência económica foi especialmente sinalizada nas situações de violência 


contra ascendentes (24%) e a violência sexual surgiu em maior proporção nas situações de violência 


contra atual cônjuge (3%), sendo que nas restantes tipologias correspondeu a 2% (exceto na 


violência contra ascendentes em que se situou próximo de 0%). 


                                                           
31 Cálculos apresentados com base nas ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2018 e 31/12/2018 e comunicadas à SGAI até 10/05/2019. 
32 Nomeadamente para efeitos dos indicadores definidos pelo Instituto Europeu para a Igualdade de Género (EIGE) no âmbito da violência em 


relações de intimidade. 







 
32 


Gráfico 10: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2018) (%) 


 


 


 


3.3.2 TAXA DE FEMINIZAÇÃO DA VÍTIMA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Em termos globais, e considerando apenas uma vítima (a “principal”) por ocorrência, observa-se, 


para as participações registadas pela PSP, que em cerca de 82% das situações a vítima era do sexo 


feminino (no caso da amostra global, para as duas FS, esta proporção era de 83%).  


Efetuando esta análise segundo o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que nas situações 


de violência entre namorados, ex-namorados e ex-cônjuges a proporção de vítimas do sexo feminino 


situa-se acima dos 85% e nas situações de violência contra atual cônjuge este valor é de 84% (gráfico 


11). Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e contra descendentes predominam também as 


vítimas do sexo feminino, embora os valores sejam inferiores aos registados nas outras tipologias: 


79% e 59%, respetivamente. 
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Gráfico 11: Taxa de feminização da vítima segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2018) (%) 


 


 


3.3.3 SEXO DA VÍTIMA E SEXO DO/A DENUNCIADO/A SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Analisando simultaneamente o sexo da vítima e do/a denunciado/a, verifica-se que, em termos 


globais, em 79% dos casos a vítima é do sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo masculino; em 12% 


sucede o inverso; em 3% ambos são do sexo feminino; e em 5% ambos são do sexo masculino 


(gráfico 12).  


Cruzando esta análise com o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, verifica-se que nas situações de 


violência em contexto de intimidade (violência contra cônjuge, ex-cônjuge, namorado/a ou ex-


namorado/a) a proporção de casos em que a vítima é mulher e o denunciado é homem varia entre 


82% (cônjuges) e 87% (ex-namorados). Nestas tipologias a situação contrária assume valores que se 


situam entre os 9% (ex-namorados) e 13% (ex-cônjuges e cônjuges) e os casos em que ambos eram 


do mesmo sexo oscilaram entre 4% (ex-cônjuges e ex-namorados) e 6% (namorados/as) (gráfico 


12). 
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Gráfico 12: Sexo da vítima e sexo do/a denunciado/a, segundo a tipologia de vitimação [Vítima-Denunciado/a] 
(2018) (%) 


 


Constata-se que a proporção de casos de violência em relações de intimidade heterossexuais33 


representa 94% das participações VD registadas entre namorados, 95% ao nível das situações entre 


cônjuges, 96% entre ex-namorados e 97% entre ex-cônjuges, oscilando assim entre 3% e 6% o peso 


das situações sucedidas em relações de intimidade homossexuais34. 


Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e contra descendentes a maior proporção de situações 


corresponde igualmente a casos em que a vítima é do sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo 


masculino, embora os valores sejam inferiores aos registados nas outras tipologias: 65% e 45%, 


respetivamente. Nas ocorrências contra ascendentes, em 16% dos casos quer a vítima, quer o 


denunciado são do sexo masculino e em 14% das situações são ambas do sexo feminino. No caso 


das ocorrências contra descendentes estes valores são de 31% e 14%, respetivamente. Nestas duas 


tipologias, entre 5% (contra ascendentes) a 10% (contra descendentes) das situações a vítima é do 


sexo masculino e a denunciada do sexo feminino. 


 


 


                                                           
33 Ver barras laranjas e azuis mais claras. 
34 Ver barras azuis escuras e amarelas. 
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3.3.4 SITUAÇÕES DE VD EM RELAÇÕES DE INTIMIDADE (EM QUE VÍTIMA É MULHER, COM 18 


OU MAIS ANOS, E DENUNCIADO É HOMEM), POR TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E POR TIPO DE 


VIOLÊNCIA  


 


Conforme se observa no gráfico 13, quando se consideram apenas situações de violência em 


relações de intimidade em que a vítima é do sexo feminino (com 18 ou mais anos) e o denunciado é 


do sexo masculino, o padrão de resultados é muito próximo do já apresentado para estas situações 


no ponto anterior 3.3.1. O tipo de violência mais assinalado é a psicológica/emocional, seguindo-se 


a violência física, com exceção do verificado nas situações de namoro, em que sucede o inverso. A 


violência sexual surge em cerca de 2% (entre ex-cônjuges) ou 3% (nas restantes três tipologias), a 


violência económica assume uma proporção mais expressiva nas situações entre atuais cônjuges 


(11%), e a violência de tipo social assume valores superiores em casos de violência entre ex-


namorados e ex-cônjuges (28% e 26%, respetivamente). 


 


Gráfico 13: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação, quando as vítimas são mulheres (com 
18 ou mais anos) e os denunciados são homens (2018) (%) 


 


  


0


20


40


60


80


100


Entre cônjuges (ou
casais em situação


análoga)


Entre ex-cônjuges (ou
casais que viveram em


situação análoga)


Entre ex-namorados Entre namorados


76 


53 
60 


86 89 
93 91 


76 


3 2 3 3 
11 


6 3 4 


19 
26 28 


18 


%


 


Violência Física Violência Psicológica/Emocional Violência Sexual Violência Económica Violência Social







 
36 


4. DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS  
 


4.1 DETENÇÕES EFETUADAS PELAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA  
 


Em 2018 as Forças de Segurança detiveram 803 suspeitos (GNR: 205 e PSP: 598), o que 


corresponde a mais 100 detenções (+14,2%) face ao registado em 2017 (Tabela 9). Salienta-se que o 


número de detenções apresenta um aumento contínuo desde 2009 (com exceção dos anos de 2012, 


2016 e 2017), tendo o seu valor quase que quadruplicado entre 2009 e 2018 (+273%).  


 


Entre 2009 e 2010, o número de detenções duplicou35; entre 2010 e 2011 aumentou 6%; entre 2011 


e 2012 diminuiu 11%; entre 2012 e 2013 aumentou 22%, entre 2013 e 2014 voltou a aumentar 21%, 


entre 2014 e 2015 aumentou igualmente 21%, de 2015 para 2016 diminuiu 2,7%, e entre 2016 e 2017 


diminuíra 3,7%.  


 


Tabela 9: Número de suspeitos detidos pelas FS no âmbito de situações de VD (2009-2018) (Fi) 


 


Suspeitos 
detidos 


2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 


GNR 67 152 169 139 169 154 206 206 198 205 


PSP 148 289 298 278 341 464 544 524 505 598 


Total 215 441 467 417 510 618 750 730 703 803 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. 


 


                                                           
35 O que poderá não ser alheio à entrada em vigor da Lei 112/2009, de 16 de setembro. Esta Lei prevê, em situações em que haja perigo de 


continuação da atividade criminosa ou se tal se mostrar imprescindível à proteção da vítima a possibilidade de detenção fora de flagrante que pode 
ser efetuada mediante mandado do juiz ou do Ministério Público, ou ainda por iniciativa das autoridades policiais (desde que os requisitos atrás 
mencionados estejam verificados e não tenha sido possível, pela urgência da situação, esperar pela intervenção da autoridade judiciária). 
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Gráfico 14: Detenção de suspeitos no âmbito da VD efetuadas pelas FS (2009-2018) 


 


 


 


4.2 ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA 
 


Em termos da prevenção, investigação e apoio em situações de violência doméstica importa destacar 


as estruturas existentes nas Forças de Segurança destinadas à prevenção, investigação e 


acompanhamento destas situações.  


No seu conjunto, as Forças de Segurança dispunham, no final de 2018, de 1088 efetivos (534 na 


GNR36 e 554 na PSP37) com responsabilidades no âmbito da violência doméstica, valor superior ao 


verificado em 2017 (995)38, e 63% (419, em 667) dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial 


dispunham de salas específicas de atendimento à vítima (SAV), salientando-se a existência de mais 


38 SAV existentes em outras subunidades/unidades, perfazendo um total de 457 SAV. 


 


 


                                                           
36 Não foi aqui incluído o número de militares que desempenham funções nas Secções de Prevenção Criminal e Policiamento Comunitário da GNR 
(e que não exercem funções em exclusividade no âmbito da VD), mantendo-se assim a mesma metodologia de contabilização destes efetivos utilizada em anos 
anteriores. 
37 Do mesmo modo, não foi aqui incluído o número de elementos policiais que exercem funções nas Equipas mistas da PSP (EPAV/EPES- Equipas 
do Programa Escola Segura) (não estando assim afetos em exclusividade à VD/apoio à vítima), mantendo-se assim a mesma metodologia de 
contabilização destes efetivos utilizada em anos anteriores.  
38 Salienta-se que em 2017 o número de efetivos na GNR neste domínio era de 443, tendo assim ocorrido, em 2018, um aumento significativo deste 
valor, o que se deve à realização de formações ministradas (CIAVE- Curso IAVE - Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas) às equipas das secções 
de inquéritos. 
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4.2.1 GNR 


 


Na GNR, os Núcleos de Investigação e de Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE) (anteriormente 


designados Núcleos Mulher e Menor - NMUME, cuja implementação teve início em 2004) e as Equipas, 


ambos inseridos no Projeto IAVE (Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas), incidem a sua 


atuação na prevenção, investigação e acompanhamento das situações de violência exercida sobre 


mulheres, crianças e outros grupos de vítimas específicas. Os/as militares são preparados/as através 


de formação específica para desempenharem estas funções. 


No final de 2018 existiam 24 NIAVE, geralmente nos comandos ou destacamentos territoriais da 


GNR, com cerca de 3-4 investigadores/as. Ao nível dos postos territoriais, mais próximos da 


população, existiam 303 Equipas, geralmente constituídas por 1-2 elementos. Deste modo, em 


2018 existia um total de 327 pontos na GNR no âmbito do Projeto IAVE. 


Em 31 de dezembro de 2018, a GNR contava com um total de 534 militares afetos ao Projeto 


IAVE (Investigação e de Apoio a Vítimas Específicas) (437 homens e 97 mulheres), sendo que 98 


militares estavam afetos aos NIAVE (Núcleos) e 436 às Secções de Inquéritos. A estes profissionais 


acrescem 352 efetivos que desempenham funções nas Secções de Prevenção Criminal e 


Policiamento Comunitário da GNR. 


 


4.2.2 PSP 


 


As Equipas de Proximidade e de Apoio à Vítima (EPAV) da PSP foram criadas em 2006 como 


forma de resposta a uma intervenção que se pretende cada vez mais qualificada, junto de vítimas de 


crime em geral e essencialmente perante vítimas especialmente vulneráveis – as crianças, pessoas 


idosas; vítimas de violência doméstica e outras vítimas de violência grave39. As EPAV são 


responsáveis pela segurança e policiamento de proximidade, sendo que uma das principais 


atribuições/competências passa por proceder a uma caracterização da área de intervenção, 


sinalizando locais de risco. No trabalho desenvolvido junto das populações destaca-se a prestação de 


informação, encaminhamento para outras entidades/serviços públicos, ONG40 e IPSS41 e outros 


organismos, acompanhamento de casos, sem esquecer o acompanhamento pós-vitimação e a 


deteção de cifras negras42.  


                                                           
39 Fonte: PSP. 
40 Organização Não Governamental. 
41 Instituição Particular de Solidariedade Social. 
42 Proporção das ocorrências verificadas mas não reportadas aos órgãos de polícia criminal. 
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A 31 de dezembro de 2018 existiam 458 elementos policiais afetos em exclusividade às EPAV, 


distribuídos pelos diversos Comandos da PSP (389 homens e 69 mulheres)43. Adicionalmente refere-


se que existem ainda outros 87 elementos policiais (73 homens e 14 mulheres) afetos às EPAV, no 


entanto colaboram igualmente no Programa Escola Segura (as designadas “Equipas mistas”), pelo 


que não se encontram afetos em exclusividade às EPAV44.  


Ao nível da investigação criminal, a PSP dispunha de 96 elementos afetos às equipas especiais de 


VD (72 homens e 24 mulheres). Trata-se de equipas que funcionam geralmente ao nível das 


esquadras de investigação criminal ou nas brigadas de investigação criminal dos vários 


Comandos/Divisões policiais e que possuem responsabilidades específicas na investigação dos casos 


de VD. 


No final de 2018, a PSP dispunha de 554 efetivos com responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da 


violência doméstica (461 homens e 93 mulheres). 


 


4.3 SALAS DE ATENDIMENTO À VÍTIMA  
 


O atendimento às vítimas de violência doméstica, nos postos da GNR e nas esquadras da PSP tende 


a realizar-se em espaços próprios para o efeito, de modo a garantir a privacidade e o conforto da 


vítima. Todos os postos e esquadras criados de novo possuem salas de atendimento à vítima (SAV) 


e nas instalações mais antigas foram/são feitas as adaptações possíveis.  


Cerca de 63% dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial possuem uma sala específica para 


atendimento à vítima (SAV), nos restantes este atendimento realiza-se geralmente numa outra sala 


que reúna as condições necessárias para o efeito, nomeadamente em termos de conforto e 


privacidade. Existem 275 SAV na GNR e 144 SAV na PSP, perfazendo um total de 419 salas de 


atendimento à vítima no universo de 667 postos e esquadras de competência territorial45. 


 
Refira-se que a estas 412 SAV acrescem 38 existentes em outras sub-unidades/unidades da GNR 


(20)46 e da PSP (18)47, perfazendo assim um total de 457 SAV. 


 


                                                           
43 Fonte: PSP. 
44 Em alguns comandos da PSP esta solução combinada é a única realidade verificada, não existindo nesses locais elementos policiais afetos em 


exclusividade às EPAV. 
45 Fontes: GNR (janeiro/2019) e PSP (fevereiro/2019). 
46 Existentes ao nível dos Núcleos de Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE) (em 18) e outras 2 (uma no Comando Territorial de Lisboa 
e na Unidade Segurança e Honras de Estado). 
47 Existentes em esquadras da PSP não territoriais (ex.: esquadras de investigação criminal/ esquadras de segurança aeroportuária., trânsito), incluindo-


se também aqui espaços específicos como o Espaço Júlia em Lisboa. 
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4.4 AÇÕES DE FORMAÇÃO E OUTRAS INICIATIVAS 
 


Durante o ano de 2018, as Forças de Segurança realizaram diversas ações de formação com relevo 


para a intervenção no domínio da violência doméstica, abrangendo um total de 1209 elementos 


policiais. 


A GNR realizou um curso IAVE (com 48 efetivos) e outros sete cursos onde a temática da violência 


doméstica foi abordada através de um módulo específico (seis cursos no âmbito da formação 


contínua/promoção, envolvendo no seu conjunto 353 militares e um curso no contexto da 


formação de Guardas, frequentado por 589 formandos/as), abrangendo no total dos oito cursos 990 


formandos/as (918 homens e 72 mulheres).  


Em 2018, a PSP realizou dez ações de formação em matéria de prevenção, atendimento e proteção 


das vítimas de violência doméstica, nove sobre a temática da Ficha de avaliação de risco em VD 


(RVD) e Manual do policiamento (envolvendo 191 formandos/as) e uma no âmbito do Modelo 


Integrado de Policiamento de Proximidade (MIPP) (que abrangeu 28 formandos/as), envolvendo no 


total 219 elementos policiais. 


Em 2018 foram efetuadas 26107 avaliações de risco e 19723 reavaliações, através da ficha de 


avaliação de risco em violência doméstica (RVD)48. No que se refere ao risco atribuído na avaliação 


inicial, 21,4% de casos foram classificados de risco elevado, 51,4% de risco médio e 27,2% de risco 


baixo. 


No mesmo ano, a convite da Comissão para a Cidadania e Igualdade de Género (CIG), a SGAI 


integrou o grupo de trabalho criado para a definição dos instrumentos técnicos previstos no 


Decreto-regulamentar n.º 2/2018, de 24 de janeiro49. Neste âmbito, sublinha-se que o modelo de 


avaliação e gestão do grau de risco a utilizar pela Rede Nacional de apoio às vítimas de VD deve, 


conforme previsto no diploma, resultar do modelo em uso pelos órgãos de polícia criminal50. 


 
Salienta-se ainda, no ano transato, a participação, da SGAI, em estreita articulação com o Gabinete 


de S. Ex.ª o Ministro da Administração Interna e com as Forças de Segurança, no processo de 


monitorização da aplicação por parte de Portugal da Convenção do Conselho da Europa para a 


prevenção e o combate à violência contra as mulheres e a violência doméstica (Convenção de 


Istambul); avaliação realizada pelo Grupo de Peritos para o combate à violência contra as mulheres e 


a violência doméstica (GREVIO). 


                                                           
48 Dados disponíveis à data de 18/1/2019.  
49 Decreto que regula as condições de organização e funcionamento das estruturas de atendimento, das respostas de acolhimento de emergência e das 
casas de abrigo que integram a rede nacional de apoio às vítimas de violência doméstica. 
50 Conforme previsto no art.º 13.º do mesmo diploma.  
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5. ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-


CRIME  
 


A Lei n.º 112/2009, de 16 de setembro, relativa ao regime jurídico aplicável à prevenção da violência 


doméstica, à proteção e à assistência das suas vítimas (Lei da Violência doméstica), com as alterações 


introduzidas pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro, especificou no seu art.º 37.º que devem ser 


comunicadas à Secretaria-Geral do MAI as decisões de atribuição do estatuto de vítima, os 


despachos finais proferidos em inquéritos e as decisões finais transitadas em julgado em processos 


por prática do crime de violência doméstica. 


 
Os dados que constam deste capítulo, ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças, são provenientes de 


mapas excel remetidos por correio eletrónico pelos serviços do Ministério Público e dos Tribunais. 


Estes mapas foram adotados na sequência das orientações constantes no Despacho n.º 7/2012, da 


Procuradoria-Geral da República, na Divulgação n.º 80, de 13 de abril de 2012, do Conselho 


Superior da Magistratura e no Ofício-circular n.º 32/DGAJ/DSAJ, de 14 de maio de 2012, da 


Direção-Geral da Administração da Justiça (DGAJ). 


 
Ficou assim definido que cada serviço do Ministério Público/Tribunal deverá remeter os mapas nos 


meses de janeiro e julho integrando os dados do semestre anterior. Os referidos mapas têm vindo a 


ser utilizados de forma mais sistematizada, embora ainda sejam comunicadas diversas decisões em 


formato papel ou através de correio eletrónico de forma casuística, e ainda se verifica a ausência de 


comunicação por parte de alguns serviços.  


 
Refira-se que a SGAI se encontra a finalizar o desenvolvimento de uma aplicação informática que 


visa facilitar a comunicação e tratamento das decisões previstas no art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, 


prevendo-se que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em funcionamento. 


 


 


5.1 ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA 
 
 


A referida Lei da Violência Doméstica define o quadro normativo de direitos e deveres da vítima 


que constam da atribuição do estatuto de vítima, cujo modelo utilizado pelas autoridades judiciárias 


ou órgãos de polícia criminal quando não existam indícios de que a denúncia de violência doméstica 


é infundada, é o que resulta da Portaria n.º 229-A/2010, de 23 de abril.  
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Em 2018 foram rececionadas 24356 comunicações sobre atribuição do estatuto de vítima 


provenientes das Forças de Segurança. 


Constata-se que dos 24356 casos em que esta informação estava registada, em 93,6% ocorreu a 


atribuição do estatuto de vítima, em 2,4% foi atribuído, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à 


informação e em 8,5% dos casos a vítima recusou (Tabela 10). 


  
Verificou-se que a proporção de situações em que a vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do referido 


estatuto foi ligeiramente superior na PSP comparativamente ao observado para a GNR (9% e 7%, 


respetivamente)51.  


 


Tabela 10: Decisões sobre atribuição de estatuto de vítima comunicadas à SGAI pelas FS (2018) 


  2018 
  Fi % 


GNR
52


 


Atribuído 9069 90,8 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 214 2,1 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 707 7,1 


 


Total 9990 100 


 


Atribuído 12741 88,7 


PSP 
Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 353 2,5 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1272 8,9 


 


Total 14366 100 


 
Total FS 


Atribuído 21810 93,6 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 567 2,4 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1979 8,5 


 


Total 24356 100 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas Forças de Segurança. 


        Considerando o total de ocorrências participadas às Forças de Segurança em 2018 (26432), constata-


se que para 92% dos casos a informação relativa à atribuição do estatuto de vítima encontrava-se 


disponível53. 


                                                           
51 Salienta-se que nos anos transatos esta diferença era mais elevada (ver nota seguinte). 
52 Estes dados referentes à GNR para o ano de 2018 foram já totalmente comunicados através do SIIOP, ao contrário do sucedido em anos anteriores 
(em que a cobertura do SIIOP não era total, motivo que pelo qual se recorria a outra metodologia de comunicação destes dados, que incluía a 
atribuição de mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência). Assim, para o ano de 2018, os dados da GNR, tal como os da PSP, correspondem à 
atribuição de um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência, não obstante, na prática, poder ser atribuído mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência. 
53 Salienta-se que esta percentagem deve ser analisada com alguma reserva uma vez que no caso da GNR, alguns destes dados podem refletir a 


atribuição de mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência e pelo facto da via de comunicação destes dados à SGAI ainda se encontrar em fase 
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5.2 RESULTADOS DE INQUÉRITOS  
 
 


Os resultados que se seguem devem ser analisados e interpretados, como aliás em anos anteriores, 


com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem apenas os casos em que as decisões do Ministério 


Público (MP) foram comunicadas à SGAI (através do mapa excel), não espelhando, por isso, a 


realidade nacional (ainda existindo comarcas/serviços do MP que não comunicam de forma 


sistemática os dados ou não o fazem nos moldes previstos). 


O esforço efetuado pela maioria dos serviços do Ministério Público para proceder à comunicação 


nos moldes definidos é aqui reconhecido e os resultados disponibilizados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 11 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos serviços do Ministério Públicos à ex-DGAI/SGAI entre 1/01/2012 e 30/06/2015; 


para efeito dos resultados dos inquéritos relativos a 2015 foram considerados os dados comunicados 


entre 1/07/2015 a 11/05/2016; em 2016 consideraram-se os dados comunicados entre 1/07/2016 e 


8/11/2017, e para o ano de 2017, os dados tidos em conta foram remetidos entre o dia 03/07/2017 


e 06/04/2018.Finalmente, e relativamente ao ano de 2018, consideraram-se para efeitos de análise 


os dados remetidos à SGAI entre 28 de junho de 2018 e 12 de abril de 2019. 


De um total de 7175254 resultados de inquéritos relativos aos anos de 2012 a 2018 cerca de 78,5% 


resultou em arquivamento, 16,7% em acusação e 4,8% em suspensão provisória do processo (SPP) 


(tabela 11 e gráfico 15). Em 2018, a taxa de arquivamento situou-se nos 79,4%, a de acusação nos 


16,4% e a de SPP próxima dos 4,2%. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                                                                                                                                                                           
de consolidação. No caso da PSP, os dados contemplados apenas correspondem à atribuição de um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência, não obstante, 
na prática, poder ser atribuído mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência. 


54 Corresponde às comunicações efetuadas mediante o mapa excel definido e remetidas por correio eletrónico para a ex-DGAI/SGAI. Não foram aqui 
incluídos os resultados comunicados em suporte papel ou via digital em pdf. Do total de comunicações efetuadas via mapa excel, foram, para os 
presentes efeitos, excluídos os seguintes casos: 1) o resultado do inquérito não estava disponível, 2) comunicações duplicadas (NUIPC repetido); 3) 
menção à incorporação num outro inquérito; 4) indicação de que o inquérito se encontrava pendente; 5) indicação de desistência da queixa; 6) alguns 
casos onde referia arquivado sem indicar o motivo;(7) arquivado devido à morte do arguido; 8) menção a “dispensa de pena”; 9) alteração da 
qualificação/reclassificação; 10) data do despacho inválida ou fora do período temporal definido (2012 a 2018).   
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Tabela 11: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2018) 


 


2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total 


  Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


A
rq


u
iv


am
e


n
to


 Art.º 277.º  
n.º 1 


933 14,6 1189 13 980 15 1378 11,9 1645 14,1 1452 11,4 1365 10,0 8942 12,5 


Art.º 277.º  
n.º 2 


3281 51,3 5415 59 3781 56 7135 61,8 6909 59,4 7665 60,4 8712 64,1 42898 59,8 


Art.º 282.º  
n.º 3 


697 10,9 454 4,9 411 6,1 659 5,7 662 5,7 893 7 716 5,3 4492 6,3 


Sub-total 4911 76,8 7058 77 5172 77 9172 79,4 9216 79 10010 78,8 10793 79,4 56332 78,5 


Acusação 1236 19,3 1591 17 1199 18 1906 16,5 1849 15,9 1967 15,5 2223 16,4 11971 16,7 


Suspensão provisória 
processo 


247 3,9 525 5,7 352 5,2 472 4,1 561 4,8 720 5,7 572 4,2 3449 4,8 


Total 6394 100 9174 100 6723 100 11550 100 11626 100 12697 100 13588 100 71752 100 


 


Em 2018, 64,1% do total de inquéritos foram arquivados por falta de prova (art.º 277.º, n.º 2 do 


Código do Processo Penal - CPP), 10% foi arquivado uma vez que foi recolhida prova bastante de 


se não ter verificado crime, de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser legalmente 


inadmissível o procedimento (art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP) e 5,3% de todos os inquéritos considerados 


foram arquivados na sequência do arguido ter cumprido as injunções e regras de conduta 


determinadas, chegando ao fim o prazo da suspensão provisória do processo (art.º 282.º, n.º 3 do 


CPP) (tabela 12). 


 
Gráfico 15: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2018) (%) 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 45 


Tabela 12: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2018) 


 


Analisando os motivos de arquivamento constata-se que entre os 56332 processos (arquivados), 


entre 2012 a 2018, 76,2% foram arquivados ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 2 do CPP (falta de prova)55, 


15,9% ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP (ausência de crime/arguido não o praticou)56, e 8% ao 


abrigo do art.º 282.º, n.º 3 do CPP (finalização de SPP)57 (tabela 12 e gráfico 16). Em 2018, estes 


valores foram 80,7%, 12,6% e 6,6%, respetivamente. 


 


Gráfico 16: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2018) (%) 


 


 


 


 


                                                           
55 Inquérito arquivado se não tiver sido possível ao Ministério Público obter indícios suficientes da verificação de crime ou de quem foram os agentes 


(CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 2). 
56 O Ministério Público procede, por despacho, ao arquivamento do inquérito, logo que tiver recolhido prova bastante de se não ter verificado crime, 


de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser legalmente inadmissível o procedimento (CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 1). 
57 Se o arguido cumprir as injunções e regras de conduta, o Ministério Público arquiva o processo, não podendo ser reaberto (CPP, art.º 282.º n.º 3). 
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total


Art.º 277.º  n.º 1 Art.º 277.º  n.º 2 Art.º 282.º  n.º 3


  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total 


  Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


Art.º 277.º  n.º 
1 - CPP 


933 19 1189 16,8 980 18,9 1378 15 1645 17,8 1452 14,5 1365 12,6 8942 15,9 


Art.º 277.º  n.º 
2 - CPP 


3281 67 5415 76,7 3781 73,1 7135 77,8 6909 75 7665 76,6 8712 80,7 42898 76,2 


Art.º 282.º  n.º 
3 - CPP 


697 14 454 6,4 411 7,9 659 7,2 662 7,2 893 8,9 716 6,6 4492 8,0 


Total 4911 100 7058 100 5172 100 9172 100 9216 100 10010 100 10793 100 56332 100 
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Foi realizada uma análise cruzando o serviço do Ministério Público (MP) e os resultados dos 


inquéritos comunicados. De seguida apresentam-se os resultados para os trinta e um serviços que 


comunicaram mais de cem decisões (relativas ao ano de 2018). 


Da análise do gráfico 17, observa-se que em termos de taxa de acusação, relativamente ao total dos 


31 serviços analisados, se destacam as comunicações provenientes do MP e ponta Delgada (29%), 


do Porto e Barcelos (ambos com 28%), Cascais (24% e Santo Tirso (23%), sendo os cinco serviços 


que apresentam os valores mais elevados neste domínio.  


 


Gráfico 17: Resultados dos inquéritos - serviços do MP que comunicaram mais de 100 decisões (2018) (%)  
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No caso da SPP, os valores mais elevados foram encontrados nas comunicações de Viseu (17%), 


Aveiro (13%), Coimbra (10,5%), Paredes (8,2%) e Ribeira Grande (8%). 


Considerando os arquivamentos, a sua proporção variou entre 93%, relativa às comunicações 


provenientes de Oeiras e 62%, nas comunicações oriundas de Viseu.  


Analisando os motivos dos arquivamentos, constata-se que nestes trinta e um serviços do MP 


considerados, a maioria deve-se a falta de prova (art.º 272.º, nº. 2 do CPP). 


Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade destes dados face à realidade nacional, os 


apuramentos apresentados neste ponto 5.2 correspondem a uma amostra de 71752 resultados de 


inquéritos, para uma série de 7 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação 


para este tipo de crime (entre 15% - 19%).  


 


5.3 SENTENÇAS 
 


Conforme mencionado anteriormente para os resultados dos inquéritos, também aqui ao nível das 


sentenças proferidas em processos-crime pela prática de violência doméstica, os dados apresentados 


em seguida devem ser analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem 


apenas os casos em que as sentenças foram comunicadas à SGAI (através do mapa excel), não 


espelhando a realidade nacional. Ainda existem tribunais que não comunicam de forma sistemática 


os dados ou não o fazem nos moldes definidos (através do referido mapa excel)58. 


  
De qualquer modo, o esforço realizado pelos tribunais para comunicar estes dados é aqui valorizado 


sendo os respetivos resultados apresentados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 13 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos tribunais à ex-DGAI/SGAI entre 1/1/2012 e 30/6/2015, para efeito das sentenças 


relativas a 2015 foram considerados os dados comunicados entre 1/7/2015 a 11/5/2016, e em 


termos do ano de 2016 foram tidas em conta as comunicações realizadas entre 1/7/2016 e 


8/11/2017. No ano de 2017, as análises apresentadas refletem os dados rececionados entre o dia 


03/07/2017 e 06/04/2018, e finalmente em 2018 os dados foram comunicados entre 28/06/2018 e 


12/04/2019. Refira-se, que apenas foram tidas em conta as comunicações rececionadas através do 


mapa excel definido. 


                                                           
58 Por outro lado, a existência de campos de resposta aberta no mapa excel definido para comunicação das sentenças dificultam o tratamento dos 


dados nomeadamente ao nível da duração da pena, da sua suspensão e das penas acessórias.  
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De um total de 9479 sentenças transitadas em julgado entre 2012 e 2018, 58,2% resultou em 


condenação e 41,8% em absolvição (tabela 13)59. Em 2018, a taxa de condenação foi 57,5%. 


 


Tabela 113: Sentenças transitadas em julgado - Decisões (2012-2018)  


  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total 


  Fi % Fi % Fi Fi % % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


Absolvição 481 44 480 41 271 40 482 41 825 44 668 39 757 43,0 3964 41,8 


Condenação 621 56 701 59 400 60 704 59 1038 56 1047 61 1004 57,5 5534 58,2 


Total 1102 100 1181 100 671 100 1186 100 1863 100 1715 100 1761 100 9479 100 


 


 
Relativamente às decisões proferidas em 2018, para 1004 casos de condenação a duração da pena de 


prisão encontrava-se especificada, sendo que em 62% destes casos a duração da pena de prisão 


determinada situou-se entre os 2 e 3 anos (exclusive) (gráfico 18). Em 22,1% das condenações a 


pena foi de 3 a 4 anos (exclusive), em 8,7% foi inferior a 2 anos, em 5% foi de 4 a 5 anos (exclusive) 


e em 2,6% foi igual ou superior a 5 anos. Em outros casos, não incluídos nos 1004 acima 


mencionados, surgia a indicação de pena de prisão substituída por multa ou por trabalho a favor da 


comunidade, medidas de internamento (situações de inimputabilidade) ou a simples aplicação de 


multa. Este padrão de resultados encontrado em 2018 vai genericamente ao encontro do já 


identificado na análise patente nos relatórios anteriores referente aos dados dos anos transatos. 


  
Observa-se, igualmente, que na maioria das condenações relativas ao ano de 2018, com duração da 


pena indicada, encontra-se mencionado que a pena de prisão foi suspensa (mais de 90% dos casos), 


geralmente por igual período de tempo.  


 


Gráfico 18: Duração das penas de prisão (2018) (%)  


 


                                                           
59 Deste total de casos foram excluídas as comunicações que referiam: desistência da queixa (procedimento criminal extinto [por provável convolação 


num outro crime], morte do arguido, suspensão provisória (instrução), sentença não transitada, pronunciado ou ainda pendente sem decisão, 
NUIPC repetido ou incompleto, e casos em que a sentença era discordante com a pena (ex.: constava “absolvido” e era posteriormente mencionada 
a pena).  
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Verifica-se ainda, tal como nos anos anteriores, que na maioria das condenações comunicadas 


encontra-se assinalada que a pena é suspensa, mas sujeita a regime de prova e/ou a indicação da 


existência de pena(s) acessória(s). 


 
Em termos do regime de prova, mantem-se, também, o verificado nas comunicações efetuadas 


relativas a anos transatos, surgindo por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano 


individual de readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção Social e Serviços 


Prisionais (DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar quantia a instituição de apoio a 


vítimas/outras instituição de cariz humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, 


obrigação de frequentar programa, de tratamento de alcoolismo, tratamento de toxicodependência 


ou frequentar programa para agressores da DGRSP. 


 
Do mesmo modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, como por exemplo a proibição de 


contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho da mesma, proibição de 


uso e porte de arma, obrigação de frequentar programa de tratamento de alcoolismo, frequência de 


um programa de prevenção de violência doméstica, inibição do poder paternal e inibição de 


condução. Em algumas situações consta a indicação expressa de que a proibição de contactos será 


fiscalizada por meios eletrónicos. 


 


Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade dos dados apresentados face à realidade a nível 


nacional, os apuramentos efetuados neste ponto correspondem a uma amostra de 9479 sentenças, 


numa série de 7 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de condenação para este 


tipo de crime (em torno dos 56%-61%). 
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No ponto três procurou-se apresentar dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do cruzamento de 


algumas variáveis (tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, tipo de violência e sexo das pessoas 


intervenientes), de modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a contribuir 


                                                           
1  Cálculos efetuados com base nos dados disponibilizados pela Direção-Geral de Política de Justiça (através do Sistema de Informação de Estatísticas 


de Justiça). No âmbito da VD são aqui consideradas as três categorias de notação utilizadas pelas autoridades policiais para comunicação de dados à 
DGPJ (“Violência doméstica contra cônjuge ou análogo”, “Violência doméstica contra menores”, e “Outros VD”). No modelo 262- notação de 
crimes- o crime de VD encontra-se desagregado nestas três categorias. Se se aplicar a mesma lógica de agregação, o crime de furto, que se apresenta 
desagregado em 19 categorias neste modelo, constituir-se-á então como o crime mais participado em Portugal (considerando-se aqui os dois crimes - 
furto e furto qualificado, previstos nos artigos 203.º e 204.º, respetivamente, do Código Penal).  


PREÂMBULO 
 


Dando continuidade à série de relatórios periódicos sobre a caracterização detalhada das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) reportadas às Forças de Segurança (FS), iniciada em 2008 


pela ex-Direção-Geral de Administração Interna (DGAI), surge o décimo relatório produzido com 


carácter anual, o qual se refere a 2017. 


Em 2017, tal como verificado em anos anteriores, as ocorrências de violência doméstica 


participadas à Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR) e à Polícia de Segurança Pública (PSP) 


representam quase a totalidade das participações por VD registadas pelos órgãos de polícia criminal 


(OPC) (99,96%); no ano transato este continuou a ser o crime contra as pessoas mais reportado a 


nível nacional, representando 33% da criminalidade registada nesta tipologia, e a posicionar-se 


como o segundo crime mais registado em Portugal em termos globais, a seguir ao crime de furto, 


correspondendo, em 2017, a 7,8% de toda a criminalidade registada pelos OPC1. 


O presente relatório contempla cinco partes: 1) Sumário executivo; 2) Quantitativos globais das 


ocorrências de violência doméstica (VD) participadas às FS em 2017 e quantitativos relativos ao 1.º 


semestre de 2018; 3) Caracterização detalhada das ocorrências participadas em 2017; 4) Detenções, 


Estruturas especializadas nas FS, Ações de (in)formação e Iniciativas; 5) Decisões de atribuição do 


estatuto de vítima e Decisões finais em processos-crime por VD.  


1. Sumário 


executivo 


2. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


quantitativos 


3. Ocorrências 


participadas - 


Caracterização 


4. Detenções, 


Estruturas 


especializadas nas 


FS, Ações de 


(in)formação e 


Iniciativas 


5. Estatuto de vítima 


e Decisões finais em 


processos-crime por 


VD 


Estrutura do relatório 
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para a resposta a frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional, no domínio da violência 


doméstica/violência no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações de 


intimidade.  


Salienta-se que à semelhança dos relatórios relativos aos últimos anos, o presente documento 


contempla no capítulo 5 dados relativos aos resultados dos inquéritos criminais em casos de VD e às 


sentenças proferidas. As amostras agora consideradas decorrem das comunicações rececionadas pela 


Secretaria-Geral do Ministério da Administração Interna (SGMAI)2, ao abrigo do art.º 37.º da Lei 


112/2009, de 16 de setembro3, através de correio eletrónico (com recurso aos mapas excel definidos 


para o efeito).  


 
A este propósito refira-se que se encontra em fase final de desenvolvimento, por parte da SGMAI, 


uma aplicação informática que visa simplificar a comunicação e tratamento dos dados previstos no 


referido art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, prevendo-se que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em 


funcionamento. 


 
Importa mencionar igualmente que em finais de 2017 entrou em funcionamento uma aplicação 


desenvolvida pela SGMAI, em parcerias com as FS, destinada a monitorizar a implementação dos 


programas especiais de policiamento dirigidos a grupos socialmente mais vulneráveis, encontrando-


se a sua utilização em fase de consolidação. Através dos indicadores definidos para cada Programa 


Especial, onde se inclui a Violência doméstica, espera-se poder contribuir para o aperfeiçoamento 


do reporte de informação que reflita os recursos existentes e as principais valências do trabalho 


desenvolvido nas FS. 


  
O conjunto de dados e informações que integram este relatório constitui-se como um instrumento 


ao serviço da promoção do conhecimento na área da VD e da monitorização e (re)definição das 


políticas públicas neste domínio, nomeadamente ao nível do Ministério da Administração Interna 


(MAI), contribuindo para a concretização de dois objetivos que vêm sendo prosseguidos por este 


Ministério há cerca de vinte anos: promover o conhecimento do fenómeno e promover o constante 


aperfeiçoamento da resposta policial no âmbito da violência doméstica. 


 


O presente relatório procurou integrar a dimensão da linguagem inclusiva da dimensão de género, conforme previsto na Resolução 


do Conselho de Ministros 161/2008, de 22 de outubro (n.º 6). 


 


                                                           
2 E pela ex-DGAI. 
3 Com as alterações introduzidas pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro.   
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1. SUMÁRIO EXECUTIVO 
 


OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS 


 


1. Em 2017 foram registadas pelas Forças de Segurança (FS) 26746 participações de 


violência doméstica, 11231 pela GNR (42%) e 15515 (58%) pela PSP, o que 


correspondeu a um ligeiro decréscimo face a 2016 (-1%; - 265 participações);  


2. Em 2017 foram recebidas pelas FS, em média, 2229 participações por mês, 73 por dia 


e 3 por hora; 


3. Foram registadas 24711 participações no Continente (92%), 1052 na Região Autónoma 


dos Açores (4%) e 983 na Região Autónoma da Madeira (4%), correspondendo a uma 


taxa de variação face ao ano anterior de -1%, 3,5% e -5%, respetivamente; 


4. Neste período os distritos onde se registaram mais participações foram: Lisboa 


(6303), Porto (4629), Setúbal (2327), Braga (1838) e Aveiro (1698); 


5. Registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,59), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas 


Regiões Autónomas (Açores: 4,29; Madeira: 3,86) relativamente à observada no 


Continente (2,52); 


6. Nos distritos de Faro (3,30), Lisboa (2,80), Portalegre (2,76), Setúbal (2,73) e Porto 


(2,61) registaram-se taxas de incidência superiores à verificada em termos do 


continente (2,52) e nos distritos de Santarém (1,85), Beja (1,94) e Leiria (1,95) 


registaram-se as taxas mais baixas (inferiores a 2); 


7. No primeiro trimestre de 2018 as Forças de Segurança registaram 12619 participações, 


o que corresponde a uma taxa de variação de -3,3% face ao período homólogo de 


2017, sendo que analisando por FS se verifica um aumento na GNR (+4,3%) e uma 


diminuição na PSP (-8,5%). 
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OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: CARACTERIZAÇÃO 


 


PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 


 
PERÍODO TEMPORAL 


8. Em 2017, o mês em que se registaram mais participações foi agosto, sendo também 


este o mês em que se verificaram mais ocorrências; 


9. Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e 


uma maior proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (34%);  


10. Os períodos do dia em que surgiram mais participações foram a noite (19-24h) (33%) 


e a tarde (13-18h) (32%). Cerca de 47% das participações foi rececionada de noite ou 


de madrugada e a maioria das ocorrências verificou-se nestes períodos (52%); 


11. Em quase 70% dos casos as situações de violência doméstica foram reportadas às FS 


no próprio dia em que ocorreram ou no dia seguinte. 


 


OCORRÊNCIAS 


12. Em 52% dos casos a denúncia foi efetuada presencialmente, em 23% foi realizada no 


âmbito de ações de policiamento de proximidade e em 19% foi feita por telefone;  


13. A intervenção policial ocorreu geralmente motivada por um pedido da vítima (78%) e 


em 12% dos casos foram familiares/vizinhos ou por denúncia anónima; 


14. Em 23% dos casos registados pela GNR existia(m) ocorrência(s) anterior(es); das 


situações registadas pela PSP, em 20% existia(m) ocorrência(s) anterior(es) 


formalizada(s) através de outra(s) participação(ões);  


15. Em 34% dos casos as ocorrências foram presenciadas por menores, proporção que 


tem vindo a diminuir ligeiramente face a anos anteriores (2012: 42%; 2013: 39%; 2014: 


38%; 2015: 36%; e 2016: 35%);  


16. Geralmente as situações tiveram como consequências para a vítima ferimentos 


ligeiros (40%) ou ausência de lesões físicas (59%); sendo no entanto de referir que em 


menos de 1% dos casos os ferimentos resultantes foram graves; 


17. Para a esmagadora maioria dos casos consta a indicação de que as vítimas não foram 


internadas no hospital nem tiveram baixa médica;  


18.  Em 29% dos casos, as FS entraram no domicílio do/a denunciado/a e da vítima; 


nestes casos, a entrada foi geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da 


vítima (52,5%);  
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19. Em 80% dos casos as ocorrências sucederam numa casa particular, geralmente da 


vítima e denunciado/a ou apenas da vítima; 17% dos casos ocorreram na via pública 


ou em espaços públicos “fechados”;  


20. A violência física esteve presente em 67% das situações, a psicológica em 82%, a 


sexual em 3%, a económica em 9% e a social em 17%;  


21. Em 17% das participações foram registadas “outras vítimas” (geralmente uma) e em 


32% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma).  


22. Cerca de 54% das “outras vítimas” identificadas era do sexo feminino e em 57% dos 


casos tratava-se de um/a filho/a do/a denunciado/a. Cerca de 62% das testemunhas 


identificadas eram do sexo feminino, tratando-se em 30% dos casos de um/a filho/a 


da vítima; 


 


VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 


 
VÍTIMA 


23. Geralmente: do sexo feminino (83%), casada ou em união de facto (44%), idade 


média de 42 anos e não dependia economicamente do/a denunciado/a (82%); 


24. Quase dois terços possuía habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano (63%) 


e 33% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou superior; 


25.  Metade das vítimas encontrava-se empregada (52%), 22% estavam desempregadas, 


8% eram domésticas, 11% eram reformadas/pensionistas e as vítimas estudantes 


representavam 7,5%; 


26. As relações conjugais presentes ou passadas representaram cerca de 77% dos casos 


(conjugalidade presente: 55% e conjugalidade passada: 22%); 6% das vítimas eram 


descendentes do/a denunciado/a, 6,5% eram ascendentes e 10% correspondiam a 


relações de namoro;  


27. Cerca de 15% das vítimas nasceu no estrangeiro, sendo que as vítimas naturais dos 


PALOP4 representavam 6% e as vítimas oriundas do Brasil 4%. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                           
4 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 
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DENUNCIADO/A 


28. Geralmente: do sexo masculino (86%), casados ou em união de facto (45%), idade 


média de 43 anos e não dependiam economicamente da vítima (87%); 


29.  Em 70% dos casos os/as denunciados/as possuíam habilitações iguais ou inferiores 


ao 9.º ano e cerca de 25% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário ou do 


ensino superior;  


30. A maioria dos/as denunciados/as encontrava-se empregado/a (60%), 25% estavam 


desempregados/as, 9% em situação de reforma/pensão, 5% eram estudantes ou 


domésticos/as; 


31.  Em 15% dos casos o/a denunciado/a nasceu no estrangeiro; sendo que os/as 


naturais dos PALOP representavam quase 8% e os/as oriundos/as do Brasil 3%;  


32. Problemas relacionados com o consumo de álcool estavam presentes em 40% dos 


casos e problemas relativos ao consumo de estupefacientes em 14%. 


33. Cerca de 8% possuía uma arma e em 3% das situações foi utilizada uma arma (branca 


em quase 2% dos casos e de fogo em cerca de 1%); 


34. Efetuando o cruzamento entre algumas variáveis constatam-se algumas variações 


relevantes ao nível dos tipos de violência e taxas de vitimização feminina segundo a 


tipologia de vitimação. 


35. Observam-se igualmente diferenças na proporção de cada uma das combinações de 


sexo da vítima e sexo do/a denunciado/a para cada tipologia de vitimação. 


 


DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS 


 


36. Em 2017 foram efetuadas 703 detenções, o que corresponde a menos 27 detenções 


face a 2016 (-3,7%), salientando-se no entanto que se verificava um aumento contínuo 


neste número desde 2009 (com exceção de 2012 e 2016), tendo o seu valor mais que 


triplicado entre 2009 e 2017 (+227%); 


37.  Nas Forças de Segurança existia, em 2017, um total de quase mil efetivos com 


responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da VD (995: 443 na GNR e 552 na PSP);  


38. Na GNR existiam 24 NIAVE e 303 Equipas de Investigação e Inquérito e na PSP 


existiam 456 elementos afetos às EPAV e 96 às equipas especiais VD (investigação 


criminal);  
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39. Cerca de 62% dos postos e esquadras da GNR e da PSP com competência territorial 


dispunham de uma sala de atendimento à vítima, salientando-se a existência de mais 


35 SAV existentes em outras subunidades/unidades, perfazendo um total de 447 SAV;  


40. Em 2017 foram realizadas pelas Forças de Segurança 27003 avaliações de risco e  


20145 reavaliações;  


41. As Forças de Segurança realizaram ações de formação a nível interno onde a temática 


da VD foi diretamente abordada, envolvendo um total de 279 formandos/as;  


42. A SGMAI, em parceria com as FS, realizou em outubro de 2017, a Conferência 


“Policiamento da violência doméstica: desafios”, onde foi oficialmente lançado o 


Programa Especial de Policiamento da Violência Doméstica; 


 


ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-CRIME  


 
43. Em 91% dos casos registados pelas FS5 ocorreu a atribuição do estatuto de vítima, em 


2% houve atribuição, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à informação, e em 7% dos 


casos a vítima recusou; 


44.  Do total de resultados de inquéritos de VD analisados (relativos aos anos de 2012 a 


2017) (n=58164), observou-se que 78% referiram-se a arquivamento, 17% a acusação e 


5% a suspensão provisória do processo; 


45. Entre os inquéritos arquivados em 2017, e à semelhança do verificado em anos 


anteriores, a grande maioria (77%) decorreu de falta de prova (art.º 277.º n.º 2 do 


Código do Processo Penal); 


46.  Efetuando uma análise comparativa entre os serviços do Ministério Público (MP) 


que comunicaram mais de cem decisões, constatam-se diferenças nas taxas de 


acusação e de arquivamento;  


47.  Do total de resultados de sentenças transitadas em julgado analisadas (relativas aos 


anos de 2012 a 2017) (n=7718), mais de metade resultou em condenação (58%); 


48. Em 62% das decisões proferidas em 2017 as penas de prisão aplicadas foram entre 2 a 


3 anos; as penas de prisão foram na sua esmagadora maioria suspensas, geralmente 


por igual período de tempo. Na maioria das situações onde se encontra assinalado 


que a pena é suspensa, consta a indicação da sujeição a regime de prova e/ou a 


indicação da existência de pena(s) acessória(s); 


49. À semelhança do verificado em anos anteriores, em termos do regime de prova, surge 


por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano individual de 


readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção 


                                                           
5 E em que esta informação estava disponível. 
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Social e Serviços Prisionais (DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar 


quantia a instituição de apoio a vítimas/outras instituição de cariz 


humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, obrigação de frequentar 


programa de tratamento de alcoolismo/toxicodependência, ou por exemplo em 


“comparecer no programa de combate à violência doméstica”; 


50. De igual modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, nomeadamente a 


proibição de contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho 


da mesma, proibição de uso e porte de arma, sujeição a programa de tratamento de 


alcoolismo, frequência de um programa de prevenção de violência doméstica, 


inibição do poder paternal e inibição de condução; 


51. Os resultados apresentados ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças devem ser 


analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem apenas os 


casos comunicados à ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa excel), não espelhando 


ainda toda a realidade nacional. De qualquer modo, os dados apurados correspondem 


a uma amostra de 58164 resultados de inquéritos e de 7718 sentenças, para uma série 


de 6 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação (em torno 


dos 15% - 19%) e da taxa de condenação (em torno dos 56% - 61%) para este tipo de 


crime.  
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2. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS: QUANTITATIVOS 
 


2.1 ANO DE 2017  
 


Em 2017, as Forças de Segurança (FS) registaram 26746 participações de violência doméstica (VD): 


11231 pela GNR (42%) e 15515 (58%) pela PSP; correspondendo, em média, a 2229 participações 


por mês, 73 por dia e 3 por hora (tabela 1).  


 


Em termos de valores absolutos, observa-se que Lisboa (6303), Porto (4629), Setúbal (2327), Braga 


(1838) e Aveiro (1698) continuam a ser os distritos onde se registam mais ocorrências de VD, 


representando estes cinco distritos 63% (16795, em 26746 casos) do total das ocorrências de VD 


denunciadas às FS (tabela 1). 


 
Em termos globais, observa-se que em 2017 se registou um decréscimo de 265 ocorrências face ao 


registado em 2016 (de 27011 para 26746, o que corresponde a -1%) (tabela 1). Relativamente a 2016, 


verificaram-se menos 311 ocorrências registadas pela GNR (-2,7%) e um aumento de 46 


participações na PSP (+0,3%). 


 
Tabela 1: Número de ocorrências registadas pelas Forças de Segurança segundo a NUT I (2015-2017) 


 
Nº total de participações GNR PSP 


 
2015 2016 2017 


Tx. var.
6
 


(%) 
2015 2016 2017 


Tx. var. 
 


(%) 
2015 2016 2017 


Tx. var.
 


(%) 


Continente 24803 24960 24711 -1,00 11540 11539 11228 -2,70 13263 13421 13483 0,46 


R.A. Açores 963 1016 1052 3,54 3 3 2  - 960 1013 1050 3,65 


R.A. Madeira 1049 1035 983 -5,02 1 - 1  - 1048 1035 982 -5,12 


Portugal 26815 27011 26746 -0,98 11544 11542 11231 -2,69 15271 15469 15515 0,30 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados fornecidos pelas Forças de Segurança. 


 
Analisando segundo a NUT I7, a taxa de variação no continente foi de -1%, na RA dos Açores foi 


+3,5% e na RA da Madeira foi -5%.  


 


Analisando esta variação distrito a distrito, observam-se diversas oscilações, assinalando-se taxas de 


variação negativa de maior magnitude em Portalegre (-13%), em Coimbra e Vila Real (-11,4%), em 


                                                           
6 A taxa de variação considerada refere-se a 2017-2016. 
7 Nomenclatura das Unidades Territoriais; NUT I = Continente, Região Autónoma dos Açores e Região Autónoma da Madeira. 
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Bragança (-11,1%) e em Santarém (-11%). Em termos de aumento do número de participações 


destaca-se a Guarda (+10,2%). Em todos os outros distritos do continente e nas Regiões 


Autónomas as taxas de variação, positivas ou negativas, são inferiores a sete pontos percentuais 


(tabela 2). 


Em termos de valores absolutos, constata-se que Lisboa (6303), Porto (4629), Setúbal (2327), Braga 


(1838) e Aveiro (1698), foram os distritos onde se registaram mais ocorrências de VD, 


representando estes cinco distritos 63% (16798, em 26746 casos) do total das ocorrências de VD 


denunciadas às FS (tabela 2 e mapa 1). Ao nível das Regiões Autónomas dos Açores e da Madeira, 


foram registadas cerca de 8% do total de participações a nível nacional. 


Tabela 2: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às FS em 2016 e 2017, peso no total de 
participações, taxa de variação e taxa de incidência por mil habitantes (2017) 


 


2016 2017 Peso 
no 


total 
(2017) 


(%) 


Peso 
no 


total 
GNR 


(2017) 
(%) 


Peso 
no 


total  
PSP 


(2017) 
(%) 


Taxa de 
variação 


anual  
(2017-
2016) 


(%) 


Taxa de 
incidência 


(2017) 
por mil 


hab. 
Distrito/Comando 


GNR PSP Total GNR PSP Total 


Aveiro 1229 479 1708 1224 474 1698 6,3 10,9 3,1 -0,59 2,43 


Beja 213 54 267 224 55 279 1,0 2,0 0,4 4,49 1,94 


Braga 1166 630 1796 1206 632 1838 6,9 10,7 4,1 2,34 2,21 


Bragança 226 115 341 207 96 303 1,1 1,8 0,6 -11,14 2,40 


Castelo Branco 294 172 466 291 166 457 1,7 2,6 1,1 -1,93 2,50 


Coimbra 625 431 1056 537 399 936 3,5 4,8 2,6 -11,36 2,28 


Évora 246 144 390 218 163 381 1,4 1,9 1,1 -2,31 2,44 


Faro 828 544 1372 851 608 1459 5,5 7,6 3,9 6,34 3,30 


Guarda 266 66 332 305 61 366 1,4 2,7 0,4 10,24 2,46 


Leiria 497 362 859 479 419 898 3,4 4,3 2,7 4,54 1,95 


Lisboa 824 5425 6249 785 5518 6303 23,6 7,0 35,6 0,86 2,80 


Portalegre 246 99 345 190 110 300 1,1 1,7 0,7 -13,04 2,76 


Porto 1961 2819 4780 1902 2727 4629 17,3 16,9 17,6 -3,16 2,61 


Santarém 568 340 908 502 306 808 3,0 4,5 2,0 -11,01 1,85 


Setúbal 1011 1254 2265 1028 1299 2327 8,7 9,2 8,4 2,74 2,73 


Viana do Castelo 375 141 516 383 115 498 1,9 3,4 0,7 -3,49 2,13 


Vila Real 388 123 511 330 123 453 1,7 2,9 0,8 -11,35 2,33 


Viseu 576 223 799 566 212 778 2,9 5,0 1,4 -2,63 2,16 


R. A. Açores 3 1013 1016 2 1050 1052 3,9 0,0 6,8 3,54 4,29 


R. A. Madeira 0 1035 1035 1 982 983 3,7 0,0 6,3 -5,02 3,86 


Total 11542 15469 27011 11231 15515 26746 100 100 100 -0,98 2,59 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. Taxa de incidência calculada com base nas estimativas do 
Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2016. 
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As ocorrências participadas no distrito de Lisboa representam quase um quarto do total nacional 


(24%), seguindo-se o distrito do Porto que regista quase um quinto (17%) (tabela 2). Estes dois 


distritos correspondem a 41% do volume nacional de participações, seguindo-se Setúbal com 9%, 


Braga com 7% e Aveiro com 6%. Verifica-se que nestes cinco, dos dezoito distritos, e nas duas 


Regiões Autónomas (8%) foram registadas 70% das participações a nível nacional.  


Conforme se pode observar pelo mapa 1, existe uma clara distinção entre os distritos da zona litoral 


do Continente e os do interior em termos do número de participações. Nos primeiros são registadas 


mais participações, com especial relevo para os distritos de Lisboa e Porto.  


Mapa 1: Número de ocorrências de violência doméstica participadas às Forças de Segurança  em 2017  


Total nacional= 26746 
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No caso da GNR, os distritos que mais participações registaram situam-se no norte litoral: Porto 


(1902), Aveiro (1224), Braga (1206) e Setúbal (1028) (mapa 2). No caso da PSP, os distritos que mais 


ocorrências de violência doméstica registaram foram os de Lisboa (5518), Porto (2727) e Setúbal 


(1299) (mapa 3), sendo estes os únicos distritos em que o número de participações registadas pela 


PSP supera o verificado na GNR. 


   Mapa 2: Participações de violência doméstica 
registadas pela GNR em 2017 (Continente) 


Mapa 3: Participações de violência doméstica registadas 
pela PSP em 2017 (Continente) 


  
 
 


Para avaliar a magnitude das diferenças globais entre distritos/regiões de forma mais correta torna-se 


necessário analisar as taxas de incidência para cada região considerada, tendo-se assim em conta a 


respetiva população existente (tabela 2 e mapa 4). 


No ano transato, registaram-se cerca de 3 participações por cada mil habitantes (2,59), constatando-


se, à semelhança dos anos anteriores, uma taxa de incidência mais elevada nas Regiões Autónomas 


(Açores: 4,29; Madeira: 3,86) relativamente à observada no continente (2,52).  


 


Nos distritos de Faro (3,30), Lisboa (2,80), Portalegre (2,76), Setúbal (2,73) e Porto (2,61) 


registaram-se taxas de incidência superiores à verificada em termos do continente (2,52) (tabela 2 e 
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mapa 4)8. Nos distritos de Santarém (1,85), Beja (1,94) e Leiria (1,95) registaram-se as taxas mais 


baixas (inferiores a 2), sendo que desde o ano de 2014 que Beja se tem constituído como o distrito 


com menor taxa de incidência, tendo em 2017 sido o segundo mais baixo (a seguir a Leiria). 


 


Mapa 4: Taxa de incidência de participações de violência doméstica às Forças de Segurança em 2017 (por mil 
habitantes)9 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


Taxa de incidência a nível nacional= 2,59 
Taxa de incidência no continente= 2,52 


 


 


 


   


  


                                                           
8 Estes dados relativos à taxa de incidência são meros indicadores, não podendo inferir-se a partir deles que existam mais ou menos situações de VD 


nestas regiões/distritos, uma vez que se referem apenas às ocorrências participadas. 
9 Cálculos realizados com base nas estimativas do Instituto Nacional de Estatística (INE) sobre a população residente em Portugal a 31/12/2016. 







 
17 


3. OCORRÊNCIAS PARTICIPADAS - 2017: CARACTERIZAÇÃO  
 


As análises que se seguem e constam deste ponto 3 baseiam-se numa amostra de 25404 ocorrências 


de VD registadas pelas Forças de Segurança em 201710, 61% da PSP e 39% da GNR, 


correspondendo a 95% do universo de denúncias recebidas por estes serviços no ano em causa11.  


A análise está essencialmente organizada segundo as seguintes áreas de informação do Auto de 


Notícia/Denúncia Padrão de Violência Doméstica: Caracterização da participação, da ocorrência e 


da vítima e do/a denunciado/a.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


Em traços gerais, a caracterização das ocorrências e intervenientes que se segue apresenta-se 


congruente e em linha com os resultados obtidos nos anos anteriores, o que parece indiciar a 


existência de um padrão consolidado em termos da caracterização das situações de VD para as quais 


as Forças de Segurança são chamadas a intervir.  


 


 


3.1 PARTICIPAÇÕES E OCORRÊNCIAS 
 


Em 2017, os meses em que se registaram mais participações e mais ocorrências foram o agosto 


(10,1% em ambos os casos) e o julho (9,5% - participações e 9,6% - ocorrências), seguindo-se o 


junho (9,4% em ambos os casos) (tabela 3).  


Manteve-se a tendência para uma maior proporção de participações à 2.ª feira (17%) e uma maior 


proporção de ocorrências ao fim de semana (34%), onde se destaca o domingo (18%) (tabela 3 e 


gráfico 1). 


Os períodos do dia em que se registaram mais participações foram a noite (33%) e a tarde (32%, 


seguindo-se a manhã (21%). De madrugada as FS receberam cerca de 14% das denúncias, 


significando que entre as 19 horas e as 6 horas da madrugada foram rececionadas 47% das 


participações (tabela 3 e gráfico 2).  


Relativamente à hora das ocorrências, cerca de 72% registaram-se entre as 13h00 e as 24h00 (43% à 


noite – das 19h às 24h; e 28% à tarde - das 13h às18h), 19% de manhã (07h-13h) e 9% de 


madrugada (01h-06h).  


                                                           
10 Ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2017 e 31/12/2017 e comunicadas à SGMAI até 09/02/2018 e compiladas nesta data.  
11 Esta taxa de cobertura das participações registadas reflete essencialmente o facto de que na data considerada faltavam ainda registos da GNR 


relativos ao período em causa. Neste sentido os dados apresentados podem ainda sofrer ligeiras oscilações. Os resultados refletem, para a maioria 
das variáveis, os casos em que os valores em questão estavam disponíveis (percentagens válidas), pelo que a dimensão da amostra em cada análise 
diverge de acordo com as variáveis envolvidas.  
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Em quase 70% dos casos as situações de violência doméstica foram reportadas às FS no próprio dia 


ou no dia seguinte. 


 


Tabela 3: Mês, dia de semana e hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


  Registo  
(%) 


Ocorrência  
(%) 


Mês
12


  


janeiro 8,0 8,6 


fevereiro 7,2 7,1 


março 8,4 8,1 


abril 8,4 8,5 


maio 8,9 8,7 


junho 9,4 9,4 


julho 9,5 9,6 


agosto 10,1 10,1 


setembro 8,5 8,4 


outubro 9,1 8,8 


novembro 7,4 7,1 


dezembro 5,0 5,6 


Dia de semana 


2.ª feira 16,7 14,0 


3.ª feira 14,7 13,5 


4.ª feira 14,0 12,9 


5.ª feira 14,0 12,9 


6.ª feira 13,3 13,2 


Sábado 12,2 15,8 


Domingo 15,1 17,8 


 


Hora 


 


Manhã (7-12h) 21,1 19,3 


Tarde (13-18h) 32,3 28,4 


Noite (19-0h) 32,5 43,1 


Madrugada (1-6h) 


 


14,0 9,2 


Tempo decorrido 
entre participação 


e ocorrência  


Mesmo dia 45,0 


Dia seguinte 25,3 


2 a 5 dias após ocorrência 13,4 


≥6 dias após a ocorrência 16,3 
 


 


 


 


                                                           
12 Salienta-se que os valores apresentados para o mês do registo e para o mês da ocorrência, poderão vir a sofrer oscilações, uma vez que os dados 
analisados contemplam uma menor proporção de registos referentes ao mês de dezembro no que diz respeito a uma das FS. Esta situação deveu-se a 
um constrangimento verificado no processo de comunicação de dados à SGMAI, ocorrido no referido mês, e que se encontra em fase de resolução. 
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Gráfico 1: Dia de semana de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


Gráfico 2: Hora de registo das participações e das ocorrências (%) 


 


 


Atendendo aos dados disponíveis, observou-se que em mais de metade das participações de 


violência doméstica o meio de comunicação utilizado foi o presencial (no posto ou na esquadra) 


(52%), cerca de 23% foram comunicadas no âmbito das ações de policiamento de proximidade, 19% 


foram-no por telefone e nas restantes houve recurso a outros meios (tabela 4).  
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Tabela 4: Meio de comunicação da denúncia, motivo da intervenção policial e entrada no domicílio (%) 


 Total GNR PSP 


Meio de 
comunicação da 


denúncia 


 


Presencial 51,8 53,6 50,6 


Por telefone 19,0 40,8 4,7 


Através de ações de policiamento de proximidade 23,2 0,4 38,0 


Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica
13


 ou por e-mail 0,1 0,2 0,1 


Outros/não definido (inclui 112) 6,0 5,0 6,6 


Motivo da 
intervenção policial 


Pedido da vítima 
77,5 


 


Denúncia anónima 
2,6 


Informação de familiares 
5,3 


Informação de vizinhos/as 
3,6 


Conhecimento direto das FS 
3,8 


Outro 
7,2 


Entrada no domicílio (sim) 29,1 25,6 31,5 


Tipo de entrada 


 


Autorização escrita da vítima e/ou denunciado/a 
3,3 


 


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima 
52,5 


Aut. verbal expressa do/a denunciado/a 
6,4 


Aut. verbal expressa da vítima e denunciado/a 
36,0 


Por iniciativa policial (perigo efetivo atual ou 
iminente) 1,7 


Por mandado judicial 0,1 


 


Analisando o meio de comunicação da denúncia, segundo a Força de Segurança, verificam-se 


algumas diferenças a salientar. No caso da GNR, 54% das participações foram comunicadas 


presencialmente no posto e 41% foram comunicadas por telefone, valores que na PSP 


correspondem a 51% e 5%, respetivamente. No caso da PSP, 38% das participações foram 


comunicadas no âmbito das ações de policiamento de proximidade, enquanto que no caso da GNR 


essa proporção foi inferior a 1%. Estas diferenças continuam a carecer de uma análise mais apurada, 


no entanto há que atender que as áreas de responsabilidade da GNR e da PSP são diferentes, sendo 


que o carácter mais urbano ou mais rural, com implicações nomeadamente para os estilos de vida e 


preferências das populações, não será indiferente para esta reflexão. Também o facto das equipas 


                                                           
13 Segundo os dados extraídos do Sistema de Queixa Eletrónica do MAI, em 2017 foram rececionadas por esta via 131 participações de violência 


doméstica, o que corresponde a cerca de 10% do volume total de participações efetuadas através deste Sistema. Desde 2008, entrada em 
funcionamento do SQE, até 31 de dezembro de 2017 foi registado um total de 541 queixas no âmbito da violência doméstica, o que representa cerca 
de 6% do total de queixas efetuadas através deste Sistema. Dados extraídos da aplicação relativa ao SQE em 9/2/2018. Salienta-se que no âmbito 
deste Sistema é disponibilizado um conjunto de informações e orientações no âmbito da promoção da segurança das vítimas de violência doméstica. 
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especializadas da GNR, no âmbito da VD, atuarem essencialmente ao nível da fase de investigação 


criminal e do acompanhamento pós-vitimação, e as Equipas de Proximidade e Apoio à Vítima 


(EPAV) da PSP atuarem nomeadamente numa primeira linha de deteção de casos, poderá contribuir 


para explicar esta diferença. 


 
Para 78% das ocorrências a intervenção policial surgiu na sequência de um pedido da vítima, em 9% 


derivou de informações de familiares ou vizinhos, em 4% decorreu do conhecimento direto das 


Forças de Segurança e nos restantes 10% de casos o motivo foi uma denúncia anónima (3%) ou 


outro (7%) (tabela 4 e gráfico 3). 


Em 29% dos casos verificou-se a entrada da FS no domicílio do denunciado e/ou da vítima, entrada 


essa geralmente viabilizada por autorização verbal expressa da vítima (52,5%). No caso das 


participações registadas pela GNR a proporção de ocorrências em que se deu a entrada da FS no 


domicílio foi de 26% enquanto que no caso da PSP foi cerca de 31,5%. As situações em que a 


entrada se verificou por iniciativa policial devido a perigo iminente ou por mandado judicial 


representaram 1,8% (tabela 4). 


Gráfico 3: Motivo da intervenção policial (%) 


 


Em cerca de 80% dos casos as ocorrências reportadas às FS verificaram-se numa residência 


particular (tabela 5), sendo que em 82% destes casos tratava-se da residência da vítima e do/a 


denunciado/a ou da residência apenas da vítima. Em 17% dos casos a situação sucedeu-se na via 


pública ou em locais públicos “fechados” (ex.: organismo público, estabelecimento comercial, 


estabelecimento de restauração e bebidas, entre outros). Salienta-se que no âmbito da categoria 
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“outro” (local) os mais representados são os estabelecimentos de ensino e os estabelecimentos de 


saúde (no seu conjunto representam 32% das situações classificadas em “outro”).  


 


Tabela 5: Local da ocorrência, presença de menores, ocorrências anteriores, tipo de violência e consequências 
para a vítima (%) 


 % 


Local da ocorrência 


 


Residência particular 79,6 


Via pública 13,6 


Espaço público "fechado" 4,0 


Local de trabalho (da vítima) 0,1 


Outro/desconhecido 2,7 


Presença de menores (sim) 33,9 


Ocorrências anteriores (sim) 
Total: 21,1 
GNR: 23,0 
PSP: 19,9 


Tipo de violência 


exercida 


Física 67,1 


Psicológica 82,1 


Sexual 2,6 


Económica 8,9 


Social 16,6 


Consequências para 


a vítima 


Sem lesões 59,3 


Ferimentos ligeiros 40,2 


Ferimentos graves 0,4 


 


Em 23% das situações reportadas à GNR existiram ocorrências anteriores por agressão à mesma 


vítima e/ou a outro familiar praticadas pelo/a mesmo/a denunciado/a, e nos casos reportados à 


PSP essa percentagem foi de 20%. Em termos globais este valor situa-se em 21%. 


Na sequência do já mencionado em sede da análise efetuada para anos anteriores, esta diferença 


pode ainda dever-se ao facto de que a operacionalização desta variável tem vindo a ser realizada de 


forma diferente entre as duas Forças de Segurança, no caso da PSP, quando é assinalada a existência 


de ocorrências anteriores, significa que a(s) mesma(s) foi(ram) participadas às Forças de Segurança, 
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operacionalização que não é tão restrita no caso da GNR, podendo apenas significar que existiram 


ocorrências anteriores, embora não reportadas14. 


Em cerca de 34% dos casos as ocorrências foram presenciadas por menores - valor inferior ao 


registado nos últimos anos (2012: 42%; 2013: 39%; 2014: 38%; 2015: 36%; e 2016: 35%).  


A violência de tipo físico esteve presente em 67% das situações, a psicológica em 82%, a sexual em 


3%, a económica15 em 9% e a social16 em 17%17 (tabela 5 e gráfico 4). 


Cerca de 40% das situações teve como consequências para a vítima18 “ferimentos ligeiros” e em 59% 


dos casos foi registada a ausência de lesões. Em menos de 1% dos casos foi indicado que os 


ferimentos resultantes foram graves.  


Acrescenta-se que em 17% das participações foram registadas outras vítimas (geralmente uma: 71%) 


e em 32% foi registada a existência de testemunha(s) (geralmente também uma: 68%). Salienta-se 


que no caso das outras vítimas identificadas, 54% eram do sexo feminino e as restantes 46% eram 


do sexo masculino. No caso das testemunhas identificadas, 62% eram do sexo feminino e 38% do 


sexo masculino. 


Em termos da relação existente entre as “outras vítimas” identificadas e o/a denunciado/a, verifica-


se que a situação mais prevalecente é de que a “outra vítima” é um/a respetivo/a filho/a19 (57%). 


No caso da relação entre as testemunhas identificadas e a vítima, a situação mais prevalecente é a de 


que se trata de um/a filho/a desta (30%).  


                                                           
14 Trata-se de uma questão que tem vindo a ser alvo de harmonização, sendo que a proporção de casos em que se encontra assinalado que existiam 


ocorrências anteriores tem vindo a diminuir na GNR, o que pode significar que efetivamente a operacionalização desta variável está 
progressivamente a ser cada vez mais realizada no sentido definido (em 2016 este valor foi 26%, sendo que em 2010 atingia os 55%). 


15 Traduz-se no facto do agressor agir no sentido de tornar/manter a vítima dependente economicamente, assumindo um total controlo sobre os 
recursos financeiros. O agressor pode impedir a vítima de arranjar emprego ou de estudar, mantendo assim a sua dependência financeira, além de se 
recusar a dar dinheiro à vítima para as necessidades básicas, tais como, comida ou vestuário. 


16 Quando o agressor atua promovendo o isolamento da vítima em relação à família, amigos, vizinhos… (ex.: impede a vítima de sair de casa e/ou de contactar 
com outras pessoas). 


17 No Auto de Notícia/Denúncia o campo relativo ao tipo de violência é de escolha múltipla, pelo que o somatório de todos os tipos de violência não 
corresponde a 100%. 


18 Não são aqui apresentados os casos em que as FS tenham registado como consequência para a vítima a morte. Tal opção deve-se ao facto destes 
dados não serem representativos da realidade, uma vez que a investigação criminal das situações de homicídio, nomeadamente em contexto de 
violência doméstica é da competência reservada da Polícia Judiciária, entidade responsável pela atribuição do Número Único de Identificação do 
Processo Criminal (n.º 3 do art.º 10.º da Lei da Organização da Investigação Criminal - Lei 49/2008, de 27 de agosto). 


19 A informação disponível refere-se apenas à relação entre as “outras vítimas” e o/a denunciado/a e não à relação das “outras vítimas” com a vítima 
“principal”. Assim, quando a “outra vítima” é filho/a do/a denunciado/a, tal não significa que seja apenas filho/a do/a denunciado/a e não da 
vítima, poderá ser filho/a de ambos. 
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Gráfico 4: Tipo de violência exercida (%) 


 


 


Considerando os tipos de violência presentes simultaneamente nas ocorrências participadas, verifica-


se que em 38% dos casos encontra-se assinalada a presença de violência física (F) e psicológica (P) 


(gráfico 5). 


 


Gráfico 5: Tipo de violência exercida – combinações verificadas (%) 


 


Legenda: F= Física; P=Psicológica; Sex= Sexual; E= Económica; Soc= Social 


 


Em quase um quarto dos casos foi indicada a existência de violência psicológica, sem quaisquer 


outros tipos de violência associados (23%), sucedendo o mesmo para 16% dos casos em que se 


encontra “somente” violência física. Em cerca de 6% dos casos para além da violência física e 


psicológica encontra-se violência social e em 5% a violência psicológica surge acompanhada de 


violência social. Em 0,4% dos casos todos os tipos de violência foram identificados. Nas restantes 


situações foram encontradas outras combinações relativamente aos tipos de violência existentes.  
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3.2 VÍTIMA E DENUNCIADO/A 
 


Em consonância com os dados dos anos anteriores, a larga maioria das vítimas era do sexo feminino 


(83%) e os/as denunciados/as do sexo masculino (86%)20
 (tabela 6). 


No que diz respeito à idade, mais de três quartos das vítimas e denunciados encontravam-se no 


grupo etário dos 25 a 64 anos (76% e 85%, respetivamente) (tabela 6 e gráfico 6), sendo a média de 


idades de 42 anos para as vítimas (desvio-padrão=16) e de 43 para os/as denunciados/as (desvio-


padrão=14)21.  


Em termos do estado civil das vítimas, 44% eram casadas ou viviam em união de facto, assim como 


45% dos/as denunciados/as. 


Quase dois terços das vítimas (63%) possuíam habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano 


(3.º ciclo), 23% possuía habilitações ao nível do ensino secundário e 10% ao nível do ensino superior 


(tabela 6 e gráfico 7). No caso dos/as denunciados/as, a proporção daqueles/as que possuíam 


habilitações literárias iguais ou inferiores ao 9.º ano era de 70%, 18% tinham habilitações ao nível do 


ensino secundário e 7% ao nível do ensino superior. 


Em termos de situação profissional, metade das vítimas encontrava-se ativa/empregada (52%), 22% 


estavam desempregadas, cerca de 8% eram domésticas, 11% eram reformadas ou pensionistas e as 


vítimas estudantes representavam 7,5%. No caso dos/as denunciados/as, 60% estavam ativos, 25% 


em situação de desemprego, 9% em situação de reforma/pensão e 5% eram estudantes ou 


domésticos. 


Cerca de 85% das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as nasceu em Portugal e aproximadamente 6% das 


vítimas e 8% dos/as denunciados/as eram oriundos dos PALOP22. A proporção de casos em que 


os/as envolvidos/as são originários do Brasil foi de 4% e 3%, respetivamente. Entre os outros 


países de origem (quer da vítima, quer do/a denunciado/a) mais representados inclui-se a França, a 


Ucrânia e a Roménia. No total, a proporção de vítimas e de denunciados/as oriundos/as de países 


estrangeiros representava cerca de 15% dos casos. 


                                                           
20 Salienta-se que para estas análises aqui apresentadas, para cada ocorrência é apenas considerada uma vítima - a “principal” (e não as incluídas em 


“outras vítimas” no Auto de notícia/denúncia padrão de violência doméstica) e apenas um denunciado/a. Deste modo, alguns dos valores aqui 
apresentados podem diferir dos apresentados no Relatório Anual de Segurança Interna (RASI), uma vez que alguns dos dados aí apresentados em 
termos de sexo, idade e grau de parentesco contemplavam todas as vítimas e denunciados/as (nesse caso, os números de vítimas e de 
denunciados/as pode ultrapassar o número de ocorrências registadas, uma vez que em cada participação pode ter estado envolvida mais do que uma 
vítima e envolvido/a mais do que um/a denunciado/a). 


21 Mediana de idades: Vitima= 41 e Denunciado=42   
22 Países Africanos de Língua Oficial Portuguesa. 
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Tabela 6: Caracterização das vítimas e denunciados/as (%) 


 Vítimas  
(%) 


Denunciados/as 
(%) 


Sexo  
 


Homem 16,7 86,0 


Mulher 83,3 14,0 


Idade 
 


[0-18[  5,4 0,7 


[18-25[ 9,7 8,1 


[25-34[ 19,7 20,9 


[35-44[ 26,4 29,3 


[45-54[ 18,9 22,7 


[55-64[ 10,4 11,6 


[65-75[ 5,7 4,7 


≥ 75 anos 3,7 2,0 


Estado civil 
  


Casado/a 37,6 38,5 


União de facto  6,8 6,6 


Divorciado/a ou Separado judicialmente 16,2 14,0 


Solteiro/a 35,6 40,1 


Viúvo/a 3,8 0,8 


Habilitações 
 


Sem habilitações 4,2 3,1 


Ensino básico 1.º ciclo (4º ano) 17,6 19,5 


Ensino básico 2.º ciclo  (6º ano) 16,4 20,3 


Ensino básico 3.º ciclo  (9º ano) 25,3 26,7 


12º Ano  22,7 18,4 


Ensino Superior 10,4 7,4 


Outro 3,4 4,6 


Situação 
profissional  


Empregado/a 51,7 60,4 


Desempregado/a 22,2 25,3 


Doméstica/o 7,7 1,2 


Estudante 7,5 3,8 


Reformado/a, Aposentado/a ou está na reserva 10,8 9,2 


Incapacitado/a permanente para o trabalho 0,1 0,2 


País de origem 
 


Portugal 85,3 84,9 


Brasil 3,9 2,8 


PALOP 6,1 8,1 


Outro 4,6 4,1 
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Gráfico 6: Idade das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


Gráfico 7: Habilitações das vítimas e dos/as denunciados/as (%) 


 


 


Em termos da relação vítima-denunciado, 55% das vítimas mantinham, na ocasião da participação 


da ocorrência, uma relação conjugal com o/a denunciado/a, para 22% a conjugalidade existira 


anteriormente, 6% das vítimas eram descendentes23 do/a denunciado/a, 6,5% eram ascendentes24 


do/a denunciado/a, em 10% existia/existira uma relação de namoro25 e em 0,5% dos casos a relação 


                                                           
23 Vítima é descendente do denunciado - inclui situações como: a vítima é filho(a), enteado(a), neto(a), sobrinho(a), genro/nora do denunciado/a ou 


tutelado(a) por este/a.  
24 Vítima é ascendente - inclui situações em que a vítima é mãe/ pai/ avó(ô) /tio/a / sogro/a / tutor(a)/ padrasto/madrasta do denunciado. 
25 Em fevereiro de 2013 o Código Penal foi objeto de algumas alterações, entre elas a introduzida no art.º 152.º relativo ao crime de violência 


doméstica, clarificando-se que as relações de namoro presentes ou passadas são abrangidas por este ilícito penal (Lei n.º 19/2013, de 21 de 
fevereiro). 
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era de outro tipo (colateral26 ou outra) (tabela 7 e gráfico 8). As relações conjugais, presentes ou 


passadas, representaram cerca de 77% dos casos, e somando a estas as relações de namoro, verifica-


se que as situações de VD em relações íntimas (conjugais ou de namoro) representam 87% das 


participações.  


 


Tabela 7: Caracterização das vítimas – tipo de relação com denunciado/a, dependência económica, 
internamento hospitalar e baixa médica (%) 


 % 


Tipo de relação vítima 
- denunciado/a 


Conjugalidade presente 54,6 


Conjugalidade passada 22,1 


Vítima é descendente 6,0 


Vítima é ascendente 6,5 


Vítima é colateral 0,3 


Namoro - presente  4,2 


Namoro - passado 5,9 


Outras situações 0,5 


Depende económica do/a denunciado/a (sim) 
17,8 


Com internamento hospitalar  1,2 


Com baixa médica  0,4 


 


Cerca de quatro quintos das vítimas não dependia economicamente do/a denunciado/a (82%). 


Em apenas 1,2% das situações registadas pelas Forças de Segurança houve lugar a internamento 


hospitalar da vítima e em 0,4% recurso a baixa médica por parte desta.  


                                                           
26 Colateral inclui irmão, primo(a) e cunhado(a). 
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Gráfico 8: Relação vítima-denunciado/a (%) 


 


Conforme se pode observar na tabela 8, a grande maioria dos/as denunciados/as também não 


dependia economicamente da vítima (87%). 


Relativamente ao consumo de substâncias psicotrópicas, os dados apontam para que cerca de 40% 


dos/as denunciados/as apresentavam problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool27 e 14% com 


o consumo de estupefacientes28.  


Segundo os dados disponíveis, em 8% dos casos o/a denunciado/a possuía arma e em cerca de 3% 


houve utilização de uma arma. A tipologia de arma mais frequentemente utilizada foi a arma branca 


(1,9%), seguindo-se outras armas/instrumentos (0,8%). A utilização de arma de fogo (de defesa ou 


de caça) ocorreu em cerca de 1%. 


 


 


 


 


                                                           
27 Significa que o/a denunciado/a, no último ano: não conseguiu cumprir tarefas que habitualmente lhe são exigidas (ex: no trabalho, em casa…) por ter 


bebido; ficou ferido/a ou feriu alguém por ter bebido; ou alguma vez um familiar, amigo/a, médico/a ou outro profissional de saúde manifestou 
preocupação pelo seu consumo de álcool ou sugeriu que deixasse de beber; Ilustra que o consumo de álcool do/a denunciado/a tem afetado 
negativamente, no último ano, a sua saúde, desempenho profissional, familiar… e/ou a sua relação com os outros. 


28 Operacionalização idêntica à relativa ao álcool. Ver nota anterior.  
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Tabela 8: Caracterização dos/as denunciados/as – dependência económica, problemas relacionados com 
álcool/droga, posse e utilização de arma (%) 


 
% 


Depende economicamente da vítima  13,1 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de álcool 40,2 


Problemas relacionados com consumo de 
estupefacientes  13,7 


Posse de arma 7,5 


Tipo de arma 
utilizada na 
ocorrência 


Arma branca 1,9 


Arma de fogo de caça 0,4 


Arma de fogo de defesa 0,2 


Outra arma /instrumento 0,8 


Nenhum 96,7 


 
 
 


 


3.3 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA, TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E SEXO DOS 
INTERVENIENTES29 
 


Neste ponto procurou-se apresentar alguns dados estatísticos adicionais resultantes do cruzamento 


de algumas variáveis, de modo a viabilizar uma análise mais detalhada sobre o fenómeno e a 


contribuir para a resposta a frequentes solicitações, a nível nacional e internacional30, no domínio da 


violência doméstica/violência no namoro/violência de género/violência sobre mulheres em relações 


de intimidade. 


 


3.3.1 TIPO DE VIOLÊNCIA PRATICADA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Cruzando o tipo de violência com o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que a 


proporção mais elevada de casos em que foi assinalada violência física se registou nas situações de 


violência doméstica entre namorados (88%) e contra descendentes31 (74%) (gráfico 9). A violência 


                                                           
29 Cálculos apresentados com base nas ocorrências de VD registadas pelas FS entre 1/1/2017 e 31/12/2017 e comunicadas à SGMAI até 09/02/2018. 
30 Nomeadamente para efeitos dos indicadores definidos pelo Instituto Europeu para a Igualdade de Género (EIGE) no âmbito da violência em 


relações de intimidade. 
31 Vítima é descendente do/a denunciado/a - inclui situações em que a vítima é filho(a)/ enteado(a)/ neto(a)/ sobrinho(a) / genro/nora do 


denunciado.  
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psicológica e a violência social assumiram valores percentuais mais expressivos nas ocorrências entre 


ex-namorados e entre ex-cônjuges (88% e 25%; e 88% e 21%, respetivamente). A violência 


económica foi especialmente sinalizada nas situações de violência contra ascendentes32 (19%) e a 


violência sexual surgiu em maior proporção nas situações de violência entre ex-namorados (4%) e 


contra atual cônjuge (3%). 


Gráfico 9: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2017) (%) 


 


 


3.3.2 TAXA DE FEMINIZAÇÃO DA VÍTIMA SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Conforme referido anteriormente, em termos globais, e considerando apenas uma vítima (a 


“principal”) por ocorrência, observa-se que em cerca de 83% das situações a vítima era do sexo 


feminino.  


Efetuando esta análise segundo o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, constata-se que nas situações 


de violência entre namorados e ex-namorados a proporção de vítimas do sexo feminino situa-se na 


ordem dos 88%, nas situações de violência contra atual cônjuge este valor é de 86% e nas situações 


entre ex-cônjuges é de 84% (gráfico 10). Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e contra 


descendentes predominam também as vítimas do sexo feminino, embora os valores sejam inferiores 


aos registados nas outras tipologias: 74% e 59%, respetivamente. 


                                                           
32 Vítima é ascendente - inclui situações em que a vítima é mãe/ pai/ avó(ô) /tio/a / sogro/a / tutor(a)/ padrasto/madrasta do denunciado. 
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Gráfico 10: Taxa de feminização da vítima segundo a tipologia de vitimação (2017) (%) 


 


3.3.3 SEXO DA VÍTIMA E SEXO DO/A DENUNCIADO/A SEGUNDO A TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO 


 


Analisando simultaneamente o sexo da vítima e do/a denunciado/a, verifica-se que, em termos 


globais, em 81% dos casos a vítima é do sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo masculino; em 11% 


sucede o inverso; em 3% ambos são do sexo feminino; e em 5% ambos são do sexo masculino 


(gráfico 11).  


Cruzando esta análise com o tipo de relação vítima-denunciado/a, verifica-se que nas situações de 


violência em contexto de intimidade (violência contra cônjuge, ex-cônjuge, namorado/a ou ex-


namorado/a) a proporção de casos em que a vítima é mulher e o denunciado é homem varia entre 


83% (ex-cônjuge) e 87% (ex-namorados) e a situação contrária assume valores que se situam entre 


os 9% (ex-namorados) e 14% (ex-cônjuges); e os casos em que ambos eram do mesmo sexo 


oscilaram entre 3% (ex-cônjuges) e 5% (namorados/as) (gráfico 11). 
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Gráfico 11: Sexo da vítima e sexo do/a denunciado/a, segundo a tipologia de vitimação [Vítima-Denunciado/a] 
(2017) (%) 


 


Constata-se que a proporção de casos de violência em relações de intimidade heterossexuais33 


representa 95% das participações VD registadas entre namorados, 96% ao nível das situações entre 


cônjuges e ex-namorados e 97% entre ex-cônjuges, sendo assim de 5%, 4% e 3%, respetivamente, o 


peso das situações sucedidas em relações de intimidade homossexuais34. 


Nos casos de violência contra ascendentes e contra descendentes a maior proporção de situações 


corresponde igualmente a casos em que a vítima é do sexo feminino e o denunciado do sexo 


masculino, embora os valores sejam inferiores aos registados nas outras tipologias: 60% e 46%, 


respetivamente. Nas ocorrências contra ascendentes, em 22% dos casos quer a vítima quer o 


denunciado são do sexo masculino e em 15% das situações são ambas do sexo feminino. No caso 


das ocorrências contra descendentes estes valores são de 33% e 14%, respetivamente. Nestas duas 


tipologias entre 3% (contra ascendentes) a 8% (contra descendentes) das situações a vítima é do 


sexo masculino e a denunciada do sexo feminino. 


 


3.3.4 SITUAÇÕES DE VD EM RELAÇÕES DE INTIMIDADE (EM QUE VÍTIMA É MULHER, COM 18 


OU MAIS ANOS, E DENUNCIADO É HOMEM), POR TIPOLOGIA DE VITIMAÇÃO E POR TIPO DE 


VIOLÊNCIA  


 


Conforme se observa no gráfico 12, quando se consideram apenas situações de violência em 


relações de intimidade em que a vítima é do sexo feminino (com 18 ou mais anos) e o denunciado é 


do sexo masculino, o padrão de resultados é muito próximo do já apresentado para estas situações 


                                                           
33 Ver barras laranjas e azuis mais claras. 
34 Ver barras azuis escuras e amarelas. 
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no ponto anterior 3.3.1. O tipo de violência mais assinalado é a psicológica/emocional, seguindo-se 


a violência física, com exceção do verificado nas situações de namoro, em que sucede o inverso. A 


violência sexual surge de forma mais acentuada nas situações de violência contra cônjuge e contra 


ex-namorado/a (4%); a violência económica assume uma proporção mais expressiva nas situações 


entre atuais cônjuges (11%); e a violência de tipo social assume valores superiores em casos de 


violência entre ex-namorados e ex-cônjuges (25% e 22%, respetivamente). 


Gráfico 12: Tipo de violência praticada segundo a tipologia de vitimação, quando as vítimas são mulheres (com 
18 ou mais anos) e os denunciados são homens (2017) (%) 
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4. DETENÇÕES, ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE 


SEGURANÇA, AÇÕES DE (IN)FORMAÇÃO E INICIATIVAS  
 


4.1 DETENÇÕES EFETUADAS PELAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA  
 


Em 2017 as Forças de Segurança detiveram 703 suspeitos (GNR: 198 e PSP: 505), o que 


corresponde a menos 27 detenções (-3,7%) face ao registado em 2016 (tabela 9). Apesar desta 


diminuição, salienta-se que o número de detenções apresentava um aumento contínuo desde 2009 


(com exceção dos anos de 2012 e 2016), tendo o seu valor mais que triplicado entre 2009 e 2017 


(+227%).  


 


Entre 2009 e 2010, o número de detenções duplicou35; entre 2010 e 2011 aumentou 6%; entre 2011 


e 2012 diminuiu 11%; entre 2012 e 2013 aumentou 22%, entre 2013 e 2014 voltou a aumentar 21%, 


entre 2014 e 2015 aumentou igualmente 21% e de 2015 para 2016 diminuiu 2,7%. 


 


Tabela 9: Número de suspeitos detidos pelas FS no âmbito de situações de VD (2009-2017) (Fi) 


 


Suspeitos 
detidos 


2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 


GNR 67 152 169 139 169 154 206 206 198 


PSP 148 289 298 278 341 464 544 524 505 


Total 215 441 467 417 510 618 750 730 703 


Fonte: Cálculos da SGMAI com base nos dados disponibilizados pela GNR e PSP. 


 


                                                           
35 O que poderá não ser alheio à entrada em vigor da Lei 112/2009, de 16 de setembro. Esta Lei prevê, em situações em que haja perigo de 


continuação da atividade criminosa ou se tal se mostrar imprescindível à proteção da vítima a possibilidade de detenção fora de flagrante que pode 
ser efetuada mediante mandado do juiz ou do Ministério Público, ou ainda por iniciativa das autoridades policiais (desde que os requisitos atrás 
mencionados estejam verificados e não tenha sido possível, pela urgência da situação, esperar pela intervenção da autoridade judiciária). 
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Gráfico 13: Detenção de suspeitos no âmbito da VD efetuadas pelas FS (2009-2017) 


 


 


 


4.2 ESTRUTURAS ESPECIALIZADAS NAS FORÇAS DE SEGURANÇA 
 


Em termos da prevenção, investigação e apoio em situações de violência doméstica importa destacar 


as estruturas existentes nas Forças de Segurança destinadas à prevenção, investigação e 


acompanhamento destas situações.  


No seu conjunto, as Forças de Segurança dispunham, no final de 2017, de 995 efetivos (443 na 


GNR36 e 552 na PSP37) com responsabilidades no âmbito da violência doméstica e 61% (412, em 


672) dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial dispunham de salas específicas de 


atendimento à vítima (SAV), salientando-se a existência de mais 35 SAV existentes em outras 


subunidades/unidades, perfazendo um total de 447 SAV. 


 


 


                                                           
36 Não foi aqui incluído o número de militares que desempenham funções nas Secções de Prevenção Criminal e Policiamento Comunitário da GNR 
(e que não exercem funções em exclusividade no âmbito da VD), mantendo-se assim a mesma metodologia de contabilização destes efetivos utilizada em anos 
anteriores. 
37 Do mesmo modo, não foi aqui incluído o número de elementos policiais que exercem funções nas Equipas mistas da PSP (EPAV/EPES- Equipas 
do Programa Escola Segura) (não estando assim afetos em exclusividade à VD/apoio à vítima), mantendo-se assim a mesma metodologia de 
contabilização destes efetivos utilizada em anos anteriores.  
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4.2.1 GNR 


 


Na GNR, os Núcleos de Investigação e de Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE) (anteriormente 


designados Núcleos Mulher e Menor - NMUME, cuja implementação teve início em 2004) e as Equipas, 


ambos inseridos no Projeto IAVE (Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas), incidem a sua 


atuação na prevenção, investigação e acompanhamento das situações de violência exercida sobre 


mulheres, crianças e outros grupos de vítimas específicas. Os/as militares são preparados/as através 


de formação específica para desempenharem estas funções. 


No final de 2017 existiam 24 NIAVE38, geralmente nos comandos ou destacamentos territoriais da 


GNR, com cerca de 3-4 investigadores/as. Ao nível dos postos territoriais, mais próximos da 


população, existiam 303 Equipas, geralmente constituídas por 1-2 elementos. 


Em 31 de dezembro de 2017, existiam 32739 pontos na GNR no âmbito do Projeto IAVE (24 


NIAVE e 303 Equipas), com um total de 443 militares afetos/as (363 homens e 80 mulheres)40. A 


estes profissionais acrescem 352 militares que desempenham funções nas Secções de Prevenção 


Criminal e Policiamento Comunitário da GNR. 


 


4.2.2 PSP 


 


As Equipas de Proximidade e de Apoio à Vítima (EPAV) da PSP foram criadas em 2006 como 


forma de resposta a uma intervenção que se pretende cada vez mais qualificada, junto de vítimas de 


crime em geral e essencialmente perante vítimas especialmente vulneráveis – as crianças, pessoas 


idosas; vítimas de violência doméstica e outras vítimas de violência grave. As EPAV são 


responsáveis pela segurança e policiamento de proximidade, sendo que uma das principais 


atribuições/competências passa por proceder a uma caracterização da área de intervenção, 


sinalizando locais de risco. No trabalho desenvolvido junto das populações destaca-se a prestação de 


informação, encaminhamento para outras entidades/serviços públicos, ONG41 e IPSS42 e outros 


                                                           
38 Geralmente localizados nos Comandos Territoriais (nas sedes dos distritos do continente) ou nos Destacamentos Territoriais, com exceção dos 


NIAVE descentralizados – um no Comando Territorial de Lisboa situado no Posto Territorial da Merceana e outro no Comado Territorial de 
Setúbal (situado no Posto Territorial da Costa da Caparica). 


39 A 31/12/2009 existiam 232 pontos (22 NIAVE e 210 Equipas de Investigação e Inquérito-EII), a 31/12/2010 existiam 269 pontos (22 NIAVE e 
247 EII); a 31/12/2011 existiam 282 pontos (23 NIAVE e 259 EII); a 31/12/2012 existiam 294 pontos (23 NIAVE e 271 EII); a 31/12/2013 
existiam 275 pontos (23 NIAVE e 252 EII); a 31/12/2014 existiam 311 pontos (24 NIAVE e 287 Equipas); e a 31/12/2015 existiam 325 pontos 
(24 NIAVE e 302 Equipas). Valores de 2017 iguais aos de 2016. 


40 Fonte: GNR. 
41 Organização Não Governamental. 
42 Instituição Particular de Solidariedade Social. 
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organismos, acompanhamento de casos, sem esquecer o acompanhamento pós-vitimação e a 


deteção de cifras negras43.  


A 31 de dezembro de 2017 existiam 456 elementos policiais afetos em exclusividade às EPAV, 


distribuídos pelos diversos Comandos da PSP (387 homens e 69 mulheres)44. Adicionalmente refere-


se que existem ainda outros 87 elementos policiais (73 homens e 14 mulheres) afetos às EPAV, no 


entanto colaboram igualmente no Programa Escola Segura (as designadas “Equipas mistas”), pelo 


que não se encontram afetos em exclusividade às EPAV45.  


Ao nível da investigação criminal, a PSP dispunha de 96 elementos afetos às equipas especiais de 


VD (72 homens e 24 mulheres). Trata-se de equipas que funcionam geralmente ao nível das 


esquadras de investigação criminal ou nas brigadas de investigação criminal dos vários 


Comandos/Divisões policiais e que possuem responsabilidades específicas na investigação dos casos 


de VD. 


No final de 2017, a PSP dispunha de 552 efetivos com responsabilidades específicas no âmbito da 


violência doméstica (459 homens e 93 mulheres). 


 


4.3 SALAS DE ATENDIMENTO À VÍTIMA  
 


O atendimento às vítimas de violência doméstica, nos postos da GNR e nas esquadras da PSP tende 


a realizar-se em espaços próprios para o efeito, de modo a garantir a privacidade e o conforto da 


vítima. Todos os postos e esquadras criados de novo possuem salas de atendimento à vítima (SAV) 


e nas instalações mais antigas foram/são feitas as adaptações possíveis.  


Cerca de 62% dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial possuem uma sala específica para 


atendimento à vítima (SAV), nos restantes este atendimento realiza-se geralmente numa outra sala 


que reúna as condições necessárias para o efeito, nomeadamente em termos de conforto e 


privacidade. Existem 275 SAV na GNR e 137 SAV na PSP, perfazendo um total de 412 salas de 


atendimento à vítima no universo de 667 postos e esquadras de competência territorial46. 


 
 


                                                           
43 Proporção das ocorrências verificadas mas não reportadas aos órgãos de polícia criminal. 
44 Fonte: PSP. 
45 Em alguns comandos da PSP esta solução combinada é a única realidade verificada, não existindo nesses locais elementos policiais afetos em 


exclusividade às EPAV. 
46 No caso da GNR os dados facultados foram facultados em maio de 2018 e são reportados a 31/12/2017, no caso da PSP, os dados correspondem 
aos atualizados e fornecidos pela PSP em 8/10/2018 (e reportados a esta data). 
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Refira-se que a estas 412 SAV acrescem 35 existentes em outras sub-unidades/unidades da GNR 


(20)47 e da PSP (15)48, perfazendo assim um total de 447 SAV. 


 
Salienta-se que a alteração na proporção de postos e esquadras de competência territorial com SAV 


verificada em 2017, face a 2016 (62% vs. 63%), se deve essencialmente a questões de 


aperfeiçoamento dos critérios ao nível do registo das SAV e a uma maior clarificação das SAV a 


contabilizar no âmbito dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial e das SAV a contabilizar ao 


nível de outras sub-unidades/estruturas. Quer na GNR, quer na PSP o número contabilizado de 


SAV ao nível dos postos e esquadras de competência territorial diminuiu entre 2016 e 2017, mas o 


número de SAV ao nível das outras sub-unidades/estruturas aumentou, essencialmente por via dessa 


maior clarificação e alinhamento com estes indicadores que implicam a distinção entre as duas 


situações. Adicionalmente, refira-se que nesta análise deverá também ter-se em conta o 


encerramento de esquadras da PSP e a introdução de aperfeiçoamentos ao nível dos critérios para 


que um determinado espaço possa ser considerado SAV. 


 


 


4.4 AÇÕES DE FORMAÇÃO E OUTRAS INICIATIVAS 
 


Durante o ano de 2017, as Forças de Segurança realizaram diversas ações de formação com relevo 


para a intervenção no domínio da violência doméstica, abrangendo um total de 279 elementos 


policiais. 


A GNR realizou um curso IAVE (49 formandos/as) e quatro cursos de investigação criminal (2 para 


Guardas, 1 para Sargentos e 1 para Oficiais), onde a temática da violência doméstica foi abordada 


através de um módulo específico, abrangendo no total dos cinco cursos 155 efetivos (146 homens e 


9 mulheres).  


Em 2017, a PSP realizou 9 ações de formação em matéria de prevenção, atendimento e proteção das 


vítimas de violência doméstica, envolvendo 124 elementos policiais. 


Em 2017 foram efetuadas 27003 avaliações de risco e 20145 reavaliações, através da ficha de 


avaliação de risco em violência doméstica (RVD)49. No que se refere ao risco atribuído na avaliação 


inicial, 22% de casos foram classificados de risco elevado, 51% de risco médio e 27% de risco baixo. 


                                                           
47 Existentes ao nível dos Núcleos de Investigação e Apoio a Vítimas Específicas (NIAVE) (em 18) e outras 2 (uma no Comando Territorial de Lisboa 
e na Unidade Segurança e Honras de Estado). 
48 Existentes em esquadras da PSP não territoriais (ex.: esquadras de investigação criminal/ esquadras de segurança aeroportuária., trânsito), incluindo-


se também aqui espaços específicos como o Espaço Júlia em Lisboa. 
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No mesmo ano, a convite da Comissão para a Cidadania e Igualdade de Género (CIG), a SGMAI 


participou em duas reuniões organizadas no âmbito de protocolos locais de intervenção no âmbito 


da violência doméstica e de género (com abrangência dos concelhos de Belmonte, Covilhã e 


Fundão; e dos concelhos de Alcácer do Sal, Grândola, Santiago do Cacém e Sines), onde apresentou 


a RVD, a metodologia e os resultados disponíveis. 


 


A SGMAI, em parceria com as Forças de Segurança, organizou, nos dias 19 e 20 de outubro de 


2017, em Lisboa, a Conferência “Policiamento da violência doméstica: desafios”. Este evento contou com a 


colaboração de palestrantes nacionais e oradores/as do País Basco e do Reino Unido, procurando-se 


partilhar e refletir sobre boas práticas neste domínio, nomeadamente ao nível da introdução de um 


sistema de gestão da qualidade no policiamento deste fenómeno e da respetiva “profissionalização”. 


Foi igualmente abordado o impacto psicológico da gestão de casos de violência doméstica nos/as 


profissionais das Forças de Segurança e os desafios que se colocam neste âmbito. 


Nesta Conferência foi oficialmente lançado o Programa Especial de Policiamento da Violência 


Doméstica, o qual foi aprovado por S. Ex.ª a Ministra da Administração Interna em finais de 2016 e 


que visa contribuir para consolidar e reforçar toda a intervenção efetuada neste domínio ao nível do 


Ministério da Administração Interna. Este evento foi dirigido a profissionais das Forças de 


Segurança (no total 85) e a convidados/as de entidades parcerias na área da violência doméstica.  


Refere-se ainda que na sequência da criação da Equipa de Análise Retrospetiva de Homicídios em 


Violência Doméstica foi, no último trimestre de 2017, divulgado o seu primeiro Relatório50.  


Por fim, importa mencionar que em finais de 2017 entrou em funcionamento uma aplicação 


desenvolvida pela SGMAI, em parcerias com as FS, destinada a monitorizar a implementação dos 


programas especiais de policiamento dirigidos a grupos socialmente mais vulneráveis, encontrando-


se a sua utilização em fase de consolidação. Esta aplicação comporta indicadores definidos para cada 


Programa Especial, onde se inclui a Violência doméstica, esperando-se deste poder contribuir para o 


aperfeiçoamento do reporte de informação que reflita os recursos existentes e as principais valências 


do trabalho desenvolvido nas FS. 


 


 


 


                                                                                                                                                                                           
49 Dados disponíveis à data de 14/2/2018.  
50 Disponível em: https://earhvd.sg.mai.gov.pt/Pages/default.aspx 



https://earhvd.sg.mai.gov.pt/Pages/default.aspx





 
41 


5. ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA E DECISÕES FINAIS EM PROCESSOS-


CRIME  
 


A Lei n.º 112/2009, de 16 de setembro, relativa ao regime jurídico aplicável à prevenção da violência 


doméstica, à proteção e à assistência das suas vítimas (Lei da Violência doméstica), com as alterações 


introduzidas pela Lei 129/2015, de 3 de setembro, especificou no seu art.º 37.º que devem ser 


comunicadas à Secretaria-Geral do MAI as decisões de atribuição do estatuto de vítima, os 


despachos finais proferidos em inquéritos e as decisões finais transitadas em julgado em processos 


por prática do crime de violência doméstica. 


 
Os dados que constam deste capítulo, ao nível dos inquéritos e das sentenças, são provenientes de 


mapas excel remetidos por correio eletrónico pelos serviços do Ministério Público e dos Tribunais. 


Estes mapas foram adotados na sequência das orientações constantes no Despacho n.º 7/2012, da 


Procuradoria-Geral da República, na Divulgação n.º 80, de 13 de abril de 2012, do Conselho 


Superior da Magistratura e no Ofício-circular n.º 32/DGAJ/DSAJ, de 14 de maio de 2012, da 


Direção-Geral da Administração da Justiça (DGAJ). 


 
Ficou assim definido que cada serviço do Ministério Público/Tribunal deverá remeter os mapas nos 


meses de janeiro e julho integrando os dados do semestre anterior. Os referidos mapas têm vindo a 


ser utilizados de forma mais sistematizada, embora ainda sejam comunicadas diversas decisões em 


formato papel ou através de correio eletrónico de forma casuística, e ainda se verifica a ausência de 


comunicação por parte de alguns serviços.  


 
Refira-se que a SGMAI se encontra a finalizar o desenvolvimento de uma aplicação informática que 


visa facilitar a comunicação e tratamento das decisões previstas no art.º 37.º da Lei da VD, 


prevendo-se que num futuro próximo a mesma possa entrar em funcionamento. 


 


 


5.1 ESTATUTO DE VÍTIMA 
 
A referida Lei da Violência Doméstica define o quadro normativo de direitos e deveres da vítima 


que constam da atribuição do estatuto de vítima, cujo modelo utilizado pelas autoridades judiciárias 


ou órgãos de polícia criminal quando não existam indícios de que a denúncia de violência doméstica 


é infundada, é o que resulta da Portaria n.º 229-A/2010, de 23 de abril.  
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Em 2017 foram rececionadas 24704 comunicações sobre atribuição do estatuto de vítima 


provenientes das Forças de Segurança, valor superior ao verificado em 2016 (23597). 


Constatou-se que dos 24704 casos em que esta informação estava registada, em 91% ocorreu a 


atribuição do estatuto de vítima, em 2%51 foi atribuído, mas a vítima prescindiu do direito à 


informação e em 7% dos casos a vítima recusou (tabela 10). 


  
Verificou-se que a proporção de situações em que a vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do referido 


estatuto foi superior na PSP comparativamente ao observado para a GNR (9% e 4%, 


respetivamente). Constata-se um aumento, face a 2016, da proporção de casos em que na PSP foi 


atribuído o Estatuto (88,6% vs. 86,5%) e uma diminuição das situações em que o mesmo foi 


recusado (8,8% vs. 10,6%). 


 


Tabela 10: Decisões sobre atribuição de estatuto de vítima comunicadas à SGMAI pelas FS (2017) 


  2017 
  Fi % 


GNR
52


 


Atribuído 8931 93,9 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 211 2,2 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 373 3,9 


 


Total 9515 100 


 


Atribuído 13461 88,6 


PSP
53


 
Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 395 2,6 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1333 8,8 


 


Total 15189 100 


 
Total FS 


Atribuído 22392 90,6 


Atribuído, mas vítima prescindiu do direito à informação 606 2,5 


 


Vítima não pretendeu beneficiar do estatuto 1706 6,9 


 


Total 24704 100 


 


        Considerando o total de ocorrências participadas às Forças de Segurança em 2017 (26746), constata-


se que para 92% dos casos a informação relativa à atribuição do estatuto de vítima encontrava-se 


disponível54. 


                                                           
51 Valor = 2,45%. 
52 Total comunicado pela GNR à SGMAI referentes ao período de 1/1/2017 a 31/12/2017.  
53 Total comunicado pela PSP à SGMAI referente às ocorrências participadas entre 1/1/2017 e 31/12/2017. 
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5.2 RESULTADOS DE INQUÉRITOS  
 
 
Os resultados que se seguem devem ser analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez 


que refletem apenas os casos em que as decisões do Ministério Público (MP) foram comunicadas à 


ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa excel), podendo não espelhar a realidade nacional (ainda 


existindo comarcas/serviços do MP que não comunicam de forma sistemática os dados ou não o 


fazem nos moldes previstos). 


O esforço efetuado pela maioria dos serviços do Ministério Público para proceder à comunicação 


nos moldes definidos é aqui reconhecido e os resultados disponibilizados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 11 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos serviços do Ministério Públicos à ex-DGAI/SGMAI entre 1/01/2012 e 


30/06/2015; para efeito dos resultados dos inquéritos relativos a 2015 foram considerados os dados 


comunicados entre 1/07/2015 a 11/05/2016; e para efeitos de 2016 consideraram-se os dados 


comunicados entre 1/07/2016 e 8/11/2017. Relativamente ao ano de 2017, os dados tidos em 


conta foram remetidos à SGMAI entre o dia 03/07/2017 e 06/04/2018. Para qualquer dos anos 


foram apenas analisadas as comunicações rececionadas através do mapa excel definido. 


De um total de 5816455 resultados de inquéritos relativos aos anos de 2012 a 2017 cerca de 78% 


resultou em arquivamento, 17% em acusação e 5% em suspensão provisória do processo (SPP) 


(tabela 11 e gráfico 14). Em 2017, a taxa de arquivamento situou-se nos 79%, a de acusação nos 


15%56 e a de SPP próxima dos 6%57. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                                                                                                                                                                           
54 Salienta-se que esta percentagem deve ser analisada com alguma reserva uma vez que no caso da GNR, alguns destes dados podem refletir a 


atribuição de mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência e pelo facto da via de comunicação destes dados à SGMAI ainda se encontrar em 
fase de consolidação. No caso da PSP, os dados contemplados apenas correspondem à atribuição de um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência, não 
obstante, na prática, poder ser atribuído mais do que um estatuto de vítima por ocorrência. 


55 Corresponde às comunicações efetuadas mediante o mapa excel definido e remetidas por correio eletrónico para a ex-DGAI/SGMAI. Não foram 
aqui incluídos os resultados comunicados em suporte papel ou via digital em pdf. Do total de comunicações efetuadas via mapa excel, foram, para os 
presentes efeitos, excluídos os seguintes casos: 1) o resultado do inquérito não estava disponível, 2) comunicações duplicadas (NUIPC repetido); 3) 
menção à incorporação num outro inquérito; 4) indicação de que o inquérito se encontrava pendente; 5) indicação de desistência da queixa; 6) alguns 
casos onde referia arquivado sem indicar o motivo (para 2017: 34 casos); 7) arquivado devido à morte do arguido; 8) menção a “dispensa de pena”; 
9) alteração da qualificação/reclassificação; 10) data do despacho inválida ou fora do período temporal definido (2012 a 2017).   


56 Valor= 15,49%. 
57 As comunicações relativas aos despachos de 2017 contempladas nas análises apresentadas são provenientes de 114 comarcas distintas (considerando 


ainda as 231 existentes antes da entrada em vigor do novo mapa judiciário). 
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Tabela 11: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2017) 


 


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total 


 


 Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


A
rq


u
iv


am
e


n
to


 Art.º 277.º  
n.º 1 


933 14,6 1189 13,0 980 14,6 1378 11,9 1645 14,1 1452 11,4 7577 13,0 


Art.º 277.º  
n.º 2 


3281 51,3 5415 59,0 3781 56,2 7135 61,8 6909 59,4 7665 60,4 34186 58,8 


Art.º 282.º  
n.º 3 


697 10,9 454 4,9 411 6,1 659 5,7 662 5,7 893 7,0 3776 6,5 


 Total 4911 76,8 7058 76,9 5172 76,9 9172 79,4 9216 79,3 10010 78,8 45539 78,3 


Acusação 1236 19,3 1591 17,3 1199 17,8 1906 16,5 1849 15,9 1967 15,5 9748 16,8 


Suspensão 
provisória do 
processo 


247 3,9 525 5,7 352 5,2 472 4,1 561 4,8 720 5,7 2877 4,9 


Total 6394 100 9174 100 6723 100 11550 100 11626 100 12697 100 58164 100 


 


 


Em 2017, cerca de 60% do total de inquéritos foram arquivados por falta de prova (art.º 277.º, n.º 2 


do Código do Processo Penal - CPP), 11% foi arquivado uma vez que foi recolhida prova bastante 


de se não ter verificado crime, de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser 


legalmente inadmissível o procedimento (art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP) e cerca de 7% de todos os 


inquéritos considerados foram arquivados na sequência do arguido ter cumprido as injunções e 


regras de conduta determinadas, chegando ao fim o prazo da suspensão provisória do processo (art.º 


282.º, n.º 3 do CPP) (tabela 11). 
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Gráfico 14: Resultados dos inquéritos (2012-2017) (%)  


 


 


Analisando os motivos de arquivamento constata-se que entre os 45539 processos arquivados, 


relativos a 2012 a 2017, cerca de 75% foram arquivados ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 2 do CPP (falta 


de prova)58, 17% ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP (ausência de crime/arguido não o praticou)59, 


e 8% ao abrigo do art.º 282.º, n.º 3 do CPP (finalização de SPP)60 (tabela 12 e gráfico 15). Em 2017, 


estes valores foram na ordem dos 77%, 14,5% e 9%, respetivamente. 


 
Tabela 12: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2017)  


 


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total 


 


 Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


A
rq


u
iv


am
e


n
to


 


Art.º 277.º  n.º 
1 - CPP 


933 19,0 1189 16,8 980 18,9 1378 15,0 1645 17,8 1452 14,5 7577 16,6 


Art.º 277.º  n.º 
2 - CPP 


3281 66,8 5415 76,7 3781 73,1 7135 77,8 6909 75,0 7665 76,6 34186 75,1 


Art.º 282.º  n.º 
3 - CPP 


697 14,2 454 6,4 411 7,9 659 7,2 662 7,2 893 8,9 3776 8,3 


Total 4911 100 7058 100 5172 100 9172 100 9216 100 10010 100 45539 100 


 


                                                           
58 Inquérito arquivado se não tiver sido possível ao Ministério Público obter indícios suficientes da verificação de crime ou de quem foram os agentes 


(CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 2). 
59 O Ministério Público procede, por despacho, ao arquivamento do inquérito, logo que tiver recolhido prova bastante de se não ter verificado crime, 


de o arguido não o ter praticado a qualquer título ou de ser legalmente inadmissível o procedimento (CPP, art.º 277.º n.º 1). 
60 Se o arguido cumprir as injunções e regras de conduta, o Ministério Público arquiva o processo, não podendo ser reaberto (CPP, art.º 282.º n.º 3). 


77 77 77 
79 79 79 78 


19 17 18 17 16 15 17 


4 6 5 4 5 6 5 


2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total


Arquivamento Acusação Suspensão provisória do processo
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Gráfico 15: Motivos de arquivamento (2012-2017) (%) 


 


 


Foi realizada uma análise cruzando o serviço do Ministério Público (MP) e os resultados dos 


inquéritos comunicados. De seguida apresentam-se os resultados para os trinta e quatro serviços que 


comunicaram mais de cem decisões (relativas ao ano de 2017). 


Da análise do gráfico 16 observa-se que em termos de taxa de acusação se destacam as 


comunicações provenientes do MP de Barcelos (37%), Ponta Delgada (30%), Setúbal (29%), 


Figueira da Foz (24%) e Cascais (23%), sendo os cinco serviços que apresentam os valores mais 


elevados neste domínio.  


No caso da SPP, os valores mais elevados foram encontrados nas comunicações de Lamego (22%), 


Aveiro e Alenquer (15%), Paredes (13%) Coimbra (12%) e Ponta Delgada (11%). 


Considerando o peso total dos arquivamentos, a sua proporção variou entre 56%, relativa às 


comunicações provenientes de Lamego, e 95%, nas comunicações oriundas de Loulé. 
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Gráfico 16: Resultados dos inquéritos - serviços do MP que comunicaram mais de 100 decisões (2017) (%) 
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Analisando os motivos dos arquivamentos, constata-se que nestes trinta e quatro serviços do MP 


considerados, a maioria deve-se a falta de prova (art.º 272.º, nº. 2 do CPP), com exceção da situação 


verificada para as comunicações provenientes da Ribeira Grande, onde a maioria dos arquivamentos 


ocorreu por via do art.º 277.º n.º 2 e n.º 3 do CPP (52%); e de Oeiras, cujos arquivamentos foram 


efetuados ao abrigo do art.º 277.º, n.º 1 do CPP (58%). 


 


Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade destes dados face à realidade nacional, os 


apuramentos apresentados neste ponto 5.2 correspondem a uma amostra de 58164 resultados de 


inquéritos, para uma série de 6 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de acusação 


para este tipo de crime (em torno dos 15%-19%).  


 


5.3 SENTENÇAS 
 


Conforme mencionado anteriormente para os resultados dos inquéritos, também aqui ao nível das 


sentenças proferidas em processos-crime pela prática de violência doméstica, os dados apresentados 


em seguida devem ser analisados e interpretados com as devidas reservas uma vez que refletem 


apenas os casos em que as sentenças foram comunicadas à ex-DGAI/SGMAI (através do mapa 


excel), não espelhando a realidade nacional. Ainda existem tribunais que não comunicam de forma 


sistemática os dados ou não o fazem nos moldes definidos (através do referido mapa excel)61. 


  
De qualquer modo, o esforço realizado pelos tribunais para comunicar estes dados é aqui valorizado 


sendo os respetivos resultados apresentados. 


Os dados apresentados na tabela 13 refletem, para os anos de 2012 a 2014, as comunicações 


efetuadas pelos tribunais à ex-DGAI/SGMAI entre 1/1/2012 e 30/6/2015, para efeito das 


sentenças relativas a 2015 foram considerados os dados comunicados entre 1/7/2015 a 11/5/2016, 


e em termos do ano de 2016 foram tidas em conta as comunicações realizadas entre 1/7/2016 e 


8/11/2017. Relativamente ao ano de 2017, as análises apresentadas refletem os dados rececionados 


entre o dia 03/07/2017 e 06/04/2018. Em ambos os casos foram apenas tidas em conta as 


comunicações rececionadas através do mapa excel definido. 


                                                           
61 Por outro lado, a existência de campos de resposta aberta no mapa excel definido para comunicação das sentenças dificultam o tratamento dos 


dados nomeadamente ao nível da duração da pena, da sua suspensão e das penas acessórias.  
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De um total de 7718 sentenças transitadas em julgado entre 2012 e 2017, cerca de 58% resultou em 


condenação e cerca de 42% em absolvição (tabela 13)62. Em 2017, a taxa de condenação foi na 


ordem dos 61%63, o valor mais elevado desde 2012. 


 


Tabela 13: Sentenças transitadas em julgado - Decisões (2012-2017)  


 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total 


 Fi % Fi % Fi Fi % % Fi % Fi % Fi % 


Absolvição 481 43,6 480 40,6 271 40,4 482 40,6 825 44,3 668 39,0 3207 41,6 


Condenação 621 56,4 701 59,4 400 59,6 704 59,4 1038 55,7 1047 61,0 4511 58,4 


Total 1102 100 1181 100 671 100 1186 100 1863 100 1715 100 7718 100 


 


 
Relativamente às decisões proferidas em 2017, para 1007 casos de condenação a duração da pena de 


prisão encontrava-se especificada, sendo que em 62% destes casos a duração da pena de prisão 


determinada situou-se entre os 2 e 3 anos (exclusive) (gráfico 17). Em 22,1% das condenações a 


pena foi de 3 a 4 anos (exclusive), em 8,7% foi inferior a 2 anos, em 5% foi de 4 a 5 anos (exclusive) 


e em 2,6% foi igual ou superior a 5 anos. Em outros casos, não incluídos nos 1007 acima 


mencionados, surgia a indicação de pena de prisão substituída por multa ou por trabalho a favor da 


comunidade, medidas de internamento (situações de inimputabilidade) ou a simples aplicação de 


multa. Este padrão de resultados encontrado em 2017 vai genericamente ao encontro do já 


identificado na análise patente nos relatórios anteriores referente aos dados dos anos transatos. 


  
Observa-se igualmente que na maioria das condenações relativas ao ano de 2017, com duração da 


pena indicada, encontra-se mencionado que a pena de prisão foi suspensa (mais de 90% dos casos)64, 


geralmente por igual período de tempo. Para trinta e seis casos (de 2017) encontrava-se especificado 


que a pena de prisão foi efetiva (ressalva-se aqui que este número poderá ser superior, uma vez que 


em outros casos, apesar de não constar expressamente que a prisão foi efetiva, tal não significa que 


não tenha sido). 


 


                                                           
62 Deste total de casos foram excluídas as comunicações que referiam: desistência da queixa (procedimento criminal extinto [por provável convolação 


num outro crime], morte do arguido, suspensão provisória (instrução), sentença não transitada, pronunciado ou ainda pendente sem decisão, 
NUIPC repetido ou incompleto, e casos em que a sentença era discordante com a pena (ex.: constava “absolvido” e era posteriormente mencionada 
a pena).  


63 As comunicações relativas a decisões transitadas em 2017 são provenientes de 129 comarcas distintas (considerando ainda as 231 existentes antes da 
entrada em vigor do novo mapa judiciário). 


64 Salienta-se que em alguns outros casos de condenação a pena de prisão não consta a indicação expressa de pena suspensa no entanto é igualmente 
mencionado a sujeição a regime de prova.  
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Gráfico 17: Duração das penas de prisão (2017) (%)  


 
 
 
Verifica-se ainda, tal como nos anos anteriores, que na maioria das condenações comunicadas 


encontra-se assinalada que a pena é suspensa, mas sujeita a regime de prova e/ou a indicação da 


existência de pena(s) acessória(s). 


 
Em termos do regime de prova, mantem-se igualmente o verificado nas comunicações efetuadas 


relativas a anos transatos, surgindo por diversas vezes a indicação de que este assentará “num plano 


individual de readaptação social, executado com vigilância e apoio da Direção-Geral de Reinserção Social e Serviços 


Prisionais (DGRSP)”, em pagar indemnização à vítima ou entregar quantia a instituição de apoio a 


vítimas/outras instituição de cariz humanitário/social, na submissão a tratamento psiquiátrico, 


obrigação de frequentar programa, de tratamento de alcoolismo, tratamento de toxicodependência 


ou frequentar programa para agressores da DGRSP. 


 
Do mesmo modo, as penas acessórias mencionadas são diversas, como por exemplo a proibição de 


contactos com a vítima, afastamento do local de residência e de trabalho da mesma, proibição de 


uso e porte de arma, obrigação de frequentar programa de tratamento de alcoolismo, frequência de 


um programa de prevenção de violência doméstica, inibição do poder paternal e inibição de 


condução. Em algumas situações consta a indicação expressa de que a proibição de contactos será 


fiscalizada por meios eletrónicos. 


 


Salienta-se que apesar da falta de representatividade dos dados apresentados face à realidade a nível 


nacional, os apuramentos efetuados neste ponto 5.3 correspondem a uma amostra de 7718 


sentenças, numa série de 6 anos, revelando alguma consistência em termos da taxa de condenação 


para este tipo de crime (em torno dos 56%-61%). 
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